
Emma McEntee  

John Mitchell 

My great-grandad, John 

Mitchell, was born on the 

2nd of November 1897 in 

County Leitrim. At the 

age of 18 he joined the 

old IRA. In 1916 John 

was ready to travel to 

Dublin with his North 

Leitrim IRA brigade, to 

fight in the Rising. They 

were told, however, that it 

was called off and by the 

time they heard it was 

rescheduled for Easter 

Monday, it was too late 

for them to travel. 

In the years after 1916, 

John fought in the War of 

Independence. On April 

2nd 1920, John was in-

volved in a shoot-out in 

Glenade where he seri-

ously injured 2 Black and 

Tans. A party of Black 

and Tans had been sent 51 

miles from Enniskillen, 

specifically to capture 

John Mitchell. He was 

brought to Enniskillen 

where they staged a mock

-execution. That is, they 

pretended to execute him 

but had no bullets in their 

guns. This was done as 

revenge for the 2 wound-

ed Black and Tans. In 

August 1920, John was 

interred by the British in 

Ballykinlar, Co. Down, 

where he was kept until 

July 1921 when the war 

ended. 

 

Jade Campbell  

Thomas Fox 

Hello. My name is Jade 

Campbell and I am in 

T.Y. here in Sancta Maria 

College. 

My great-grandfatherôs 

name was Thomas Fox. 

He was born in 

Blackrock, Co. Dublin in 

1899. At the age of 17 he 

joined P§draig Pearse and 

fought for the independ-

ence of Ireland in the 

1916 Rising. He fought 

alongside Eamonn De 

Valera in Bolandôs mill 

on Grand Canal Street in 

Dublin for a week before 

surrendering. They were 

then bought to Kilmain-

ham Gaol. The executions 

of the leaders of the rising 

changed public opinions, 

so my great granddad 

Tom , was not executed 

but sent to Curragh jail. 

Yvonne and myself have 

concluded that because 

each of our great-

grandfathers were close 

associates of De Valera, 

they are very likely to 

have known each other. 

And here 100 years later, 

we are sitting in the same 

class, a stoneôs throw 

from the school P§draig 

Pearse founded. 

 

Yvonne OôNeill  

 Diarmuid Fawsitt 

My great grandfather is 

Diarmuid Fawsitt. He was 

born in Bandon, Co. 

Cork , and was a founding 

member of the Irish Vol-

unteers in Cork city in 

1913. He was a close 

friend of Roger Casement, 

who went to Germany to 

obtain weapons for the 

1916 rising. As Diarmuid 

was associated with Mi-

chael Collins, he was on 

the  ówanted listô. There-

fore, he had to go to 

America with De Valera 

in early 1919.While they 

were there, they cam-

paigned and fundraised 

for Ireland to win the Free 

State. Diarmuid came 

back to Ireland in late 

1919, and met my grand-

father, his son Kevin, who 

was 6 months old by then, 

for the first time. Diar-

muid was an economic 

advisor for Micheal Col-

lins at the Anglo-Irish 

Treaty negotiations in 

1922. Beforehand, Miche-

al sent Diarmuid up North 

to spy on the northern 

government and find out 

what they knew. 

 

Lauryn OôConnell 

 

Patrick J Byrne 

Petticoat Kate 

100 years after the Rising, 

I decided there was no 

better year to research the 

stories of my ancestors, 

stories I have been told 

for years. I discovered 

that I have not one, not 

two but three ancestors 

who have direct connec-

tions with the events of 

the Rising. 

My great-great-

grandfather, Patrick J. 

Byrne, was a member of 

the IRB. His family home 

in North Richmond Street 

was used as a meeting 

place and an armory. It 

was raided many times 

but the familyôs hiding 

places for guns were too 

good to be found. His 

mother, Alice, would sit 

feeding a baby on a chair 

with a false bottom that 

stored pistols. When the 

house was raided she was 

always left undisturbed!! 

Patrick himself fought in 

the GPO and was a 

stretcher bearer for James 

Connolly when he was 

injured. Paddy was sen-

tenced to death, but the 

sentence was commuted 

to 10 years hard labour. 

While he was imprisoned 

in England, his fianc® 

went over to marry him. 

My third ancestor, Pat-

rickôs sister, Katherine, 

was the first woman in the 

GPO. She became known 

as óPetticoat Kateô be-

cause she used to tear up 

her petticoat and use it as 

bandages to wrap up the 

wounds of injured sol-

diers. She carried messag-

es from P§draig Pearse 

and Joseph Plunkett to 

other Rising leaders under 

her hair bonnet.  

She was close by when 

the priest was hearing 

confessions at the back of 

the main hall in the GPO, 

where Mick Collins had 

an ammunition dump. She 

missed having her own 

confession heard because 

she was helping The 

OôRahilly tend to a 

wounded Volunteer. 

Petticoat Kate made her 

escape up Bolton street to 

home, even though she 

was stopped twice by 

British soldiers on her 

way.  

Students of Sancta Maria College       

recount the experiences of their          

relatives who were involved in the 

Easter Rising of 1916. 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Our last Newsletter for this academic year! 

Again, you can see and read all of the wonderful events and achievements which have been engaged in and 

enjoyed by our students. 

 Last night we celebrated the Transition Year class of 2016 here in the College Hall.  It has been an-

other successful T.Y. Programme and our students received many awards for all their endeavours.  Tonight 

we will acknowledge and honour the 6th Years at their Graduation Ceremony.  It is their last formal gath-

ering as the class of 2016.  We wish them and all the 3rd Year students the very best as they make their fi-

nal preparations for their State Exams which commence Wednesday, June 8th.    

 We are grateful to our neighbouring school, Col§iste Eanna for accommodating us so generously for 

the duration of the State Exams. 

   Thank you all for your support throughout the year and for helping us to raise much-needed funds for 

our building project.  We look forward to occupying our new building in the next academic year and also 

to enjoying some of the refurbishment of the existing school building.  Sincere gratitude to the work of the 

Parents Association throughout the year. 
 We wish you all a happy, care-free summer and we look forward to receiving you back at the end of August, P.G., and to 

welcoming our new cohort of 1st Years. 

Best wishes, 

Ms. Rowan, Deputy Principal  



Art Department 

Congratulations to Annie Chen 

from Second Year, whose entry 

ñThe Anatomy of a Fairyò, won 

first prize, Junior Section, in the 

"Visions of Leonardo" Art com-

petition. This prestigious compe-

tition is organised by The Sun-

day Business Post in conjunction 

with The National Gallery of 

Ireland. The College will receive 

ú2,500  in prize money. Thanks 

to Ms. Mc Auley for her encour-

agement and preparation of the 

students for the competition. 

Athletics 

The annual West Leinster Schools Athletics competition was held in Morton Stadium in 

Santry on 19th and 21st April. The students of Sancta Maria College did the school proud 

while collecting a huge haul of medals. Theresa Addo won gold in the Triple Jump and sil-

ver in the Javelin. All of the following won bronze medals - Catriona Kirwan in Hammer, 

Sin®ad Doyle in Discus, Helen Vysotska in Walk, Louise Morohan in Triple Jump, Grace 

Dent in Discus and Kelly Oô Callaghan in Hurdles. On Thursday Sin®ad Doyle won silver in 

200 Metres and Rebecca Mukoko won bronze in Shot Putt. A number of students were nar-

rowly pipped into fourth place- Megan Thompson in Steeplechase, Erika Doyle in Minor 

1,100 metres and the Under 16 Relay team comprised of Tamara Uncanin, Rois²n Cusack, 

Aliyat Egbeyemi and Chimdimma Uduckukwa. The College Senior team, Sin®ad Doyle, 

Caitriona Kirwan, Fiona Banville, Alisha Crowe, Megan Thompson, Helen Vysotska, Lau-

ren Walsh, Theresa Addo, Aicha Abada and Caroline Nyampandu finished in second place 

overall out of 28 schools. Well done to all competitors and Coach Ms. Dunleavy. 

Lunchtime Concerts 

This annual event was held on the week of 11th to 15th of April. It was a wonderful opportunity for students 

to showcase their talents to a very large and appreciative audience as well as preparing for the Leaving Certif-

icates examinations. The performers were Leah Allman ï Flute,  Lauren Byrne ï Guitar and Voice,  Ciara-

Anne Carroll ï Voice, Amy Fox ï Voice,  Ni-

cole Kelly ï Voice, Kate McGovern ï Voice,  

Aimee Barton ï Guitar, Aoife Doyle and Leah 

Allman ï Treble Recorder and Flute Duet,  

Clare Keating ï Voice, Danielle Mangan ï 

Voice,  Amanda Goronska Tin Whistle, Emer 

Keogh ï Voice,  Rehab Salim, Jade Daly and 

Shivangy Tohani ï Voice, Bronagh Stack ï 

Voice, Tara Buckley ï Piano and Voice,  Rachel 

Manning ï Voice. 

In the senior section ñAn 

Indian Chiefò was submitted 

by Carylle Sanchez from 

Sixth Year.  

Sports Day and Sponsored Walk  

Sports Day and Sponsored Walk took place on Tuesday 17th of May. Thank God for the glorious weather!! 

The meticulous planning of Ms. Dunleavy and her team of Fifth Year Games Committee led to a perfect sports 

day. Thanks to the Parentsô Association and Ms Mitchell for all their hard work planning and executing the 

Sponsored Walk. We are very grateful to all who walked an the day and especially to those who collected 

sponsorship money The total raised to date is ú2,500 in aid of the College Building Fund. 


