
What to master before your next trip to France 
  
A trip in France involves a few typical situations.  
  
You can face them in two main ways: 
 
- Not doing anything differently.  
You keep learning French as usual, following your pre-planned lessons with 
discipline… Then you find yourself in a series of common situations: you try to 
remember which lesson to use, and the relevant small parts in a hundred different 
chapters. By the time you have a sentence ready at the tip of your tongue, your 
friend got bored and already asked the waiter for a coffee in English. You’re 
disappointed in your fluency. Your motivation to learn and to speak French takes a 
hit.  
  
OR  
 
- Practicing for these situations beforehand.  
You walk into a nice place. You’re polite with the staff, and you’re just as impressed 
as they are in your own fluency. You use sentences that only French people are 
supposed to know... and as if by magic, it breaks the language barrier. For a 
moment, a fleeting connection is created, a warm smile in a rushing world. A thought 
gives you hesitation, but your memory and your previous practice bring up the 
French sentence you wanted to use. You’re relaxed and confident - it helps you 
better enjoy the moment. And your friend also gets to experience what it feels like, to 
be seen as more than yet another tourist.  
 
So do you want to be ready?  
Let’s see a few situations you might face.  
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1. Commander un café 
Ordering a coffee 
  
The sentence 
 
“Bonjour, un café s’il vous plaît !”  
(“Hello, a coffee please.”)  
  
The person behind the counter at le café or la brasserie, will know what to serve you: 
a small dark coffee, that you can take en terrasse (on the patio) or en intérieur 
(inside).  
 
More information 
 
“Je vais vous prendre un expresso, s’il vous plaît.”  
(I’ll have an espresso, please.) 
 
“J’hésite entre le café gourmand, et un noisette.”  
 (I’m having trouble deciding between a big coffee with littles cakes on the side, and 
a simple espresso with milk.)  
  
“Le café au lait” is coffee with milk, at breakfast in a bowl or a big mug, in your 
pyjamas. In a café or a restaurant, we’d rather ask for “un café crème”.  
 
“Vous n’avez pas de tisane ? Je vais vous prendre un thé vert alors. Merci !”  
(You don’t have any herbal tea? I’ll have a green tea, then. Thank you!) 
 
The episode 
 
Click here to find my video episode on the subject, with its full transcript:  
How to order coffee in France like a local 
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https://www.commeunefrancaise.com/blog/order-coffee-france-local


2. Au restaurant 
At the restaurant 
 
The sentence 
 
“Vous avez quoi comme plat du jour ?” 
(What do you have as today’s special?)  
  
If you try a restaurant you don’t know, I recommend you ask for le plat du jour. They 
don’t always have one, but it’s worth a try.  
The French sentence above is grammatically clunky and incorrect… Because that’s 
how we actually talk!  
These “mistakes” will help you to sound (and feel!) like a real native speaker. 
 
More information 
 
“Qu’est-ce que vous me recommandez ?” 
(What do you think I should order?) 
  
As a rule of thumb, waiters know the menu better than you do, so they can guide you 
to their best dishes. Also it helps you practice your French and build a short 
conversation, instead of simply pointing at something with a nice-sounding title.  
 
“On peut se mettre près de la fenêtre ?”  
(Can we be seated near the window?)  
 
When you enter a restaurant, you might choose a table to seat at. If you have a 
preference on that, you can practice it beforehand.  
 
“Et avec ça, une carafe d’eau.”  
 (And with that, a jug of tap water.)  
  
In French restaurant, the tap water is free - and enjoyable.  
Don’t hesitate to ask for une carafe d’eau with your meal, instead of l’eau minérale, 
expensive mineral water in bottle.  
 
“Vous pouvez nous apporter du pain, s’il vous plaît ?” 
(Can you bring some more bread, please?)  
  
You’ll always have a bread basket, une corbeille de pain, on your table. They’re also 
free; if it’s empty, politely ask for more! 

3 



 
The episode 
 
Click here to find my video episode on the subject, with its full transcript:  
Pass as French at the restaurant: sentences you can use! 
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https://www.commeunefrancaise.com/blog/sentences-you-can-use-in-a-french-restaurant


3. Acheter une baguette 
Buying a baguette 
 
The sentence 
 
“Je vais vous prendre une baguette bien cuite.” 
(I’ll have a well-cooked baguette)  
  
At la boulangerie, the French bakery, the star product is of course la baguette, the 
long bread we eat at every meal.  
Une baguette bien cuite is the most crusty and tasty!  
And “Je vais vous prendre [something]” is a great colloquial sentence you can use. 
 
 
More information 
 
“Je voudrais un pain au chocolat.”  
(I’d like a pain au chocolat, a small chocolate bread.)  
 
Je voudrais is a really useful sentence as well: it’s a way to say what you want 
without it sounding like an order.  
You don’t need to get lost in French conditional conjugations, but remember “Je 
voudrais”, (I’d like a…) and you’ll be good.  
“Et avec ceci ?””Ce sera tout, merci.”  
(Baker: “And with all this?” Client: “That will be all, thank you.”)  
  
These two sentences are very common in any boulangerie or a small grocery store. 
You will need to know them! 
 
 
The episode 
 
Click here to find my video episode on the subject:  
How to buy the perfect baguette in France 
And a transcript:  
Bonjour, une baguette s’il vous plaît! 
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https://www.commeunefrancaise.com/blog/bonjour-une-baguette-sil-vous-plait
https://www.commeunefrancaise.com/blog/french-baguette-how-to-buy-the-perfect-one-in-france


4. Demander de l’aide 
 
A l’aide ! 
 
The sentence 
 
“Bonjour, excusez-moi, vous pouvez m’aider ?” 
(Hello, I’m sorry, can you help me?)  
 
All-around useful sentence, to introduce your problem or your question: asking for 
local advice at the lobby in your hotel, asking for information at your train station,  
 
More information 
 
“Je suis perdue, où se trouve la sortie ?”  
(I’m lost, where is the exit?)  
 
“Excusez-moi ! Bonjour, je cherche la rue Lamartine, vous savez où ça se trouve ?”  
(Excuse me! Hello, I’m looking for the Lamartine street, do you know where it is?) 
  
“Où ça se trouve” (“where you can find it”) is a colloquial sentence you can use for 
streets, landmarks or buildings.  
  
“À l’aide !”  
(Help!)  
This is the sentence to scream to get help from anyone around. I hope (and I bet) 
that you won’t have to use it, but “mieux vaut prévenir que guérir” (better safe than 
sorry).  
For example, if you’re in the Louvres in the evening but you get lost and the museum 
closes, and you’re trapped inside and all the statues and paintings become alive 
during the night, you might need to shout “à l’aide”.  
 
The episode 
 
Click here to find my video episode on the subject:  
How to politely ask for help in French 
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https://www.commeunefrancaise.com/blog/ask-help-french


5. Prendre le métro 
Taking the subway 
  
Several French cities have a metro system, like Lyon or Marseille for example. But 
the biggest and oldest French métro is in Paris, and that’s the one I’m talking about 
here.  
 
The sentence 
 
“On va prendre la 13 jusqu’à Duroc, puis la ligne 11, et on descend à la station 
Cardinal Lemoine.”  
(We’ll take the line 13 to the Duroc station, then metro 11, and we stop at Cardinal 
Lemoine station.)  
  
“La 13” or “la ligne 13” both mean “the line 13 of the metro.” Each metro line has a 
different color on the map and on the different signs. The 13 is light blue. 
 
More information 
  
“Je veux pas faire de changement à Châtelet.” 
(I don’t want to change lines at the Chatelet station.)  
 
Changing lines at a station is called un changement. Châtelet-Les Halles is a 
sprawling subway hub in the center of Paris. It smells bad, it’s always crowded, and 
it’s deep underground with high stairs and long hallways… but sometimes it’s 
unavoidable. It ties with La Défense as one of the least friendly Parisian metro 
station.  
  
“Attends, je dois acheter un ticket.” 
(Wait, I have to buy a ticket!)  
 
In any subway station, you’ll have two ways to buy tickets: in one of the many 
machines, or at the counter if you prefer to talk to a human being through a glass 
window (after waiting in line).  
The main ticket in Paris is le ticket t, also called ticket t+. You can buy them one by 
one, or in a cheaper pack of 10. A ticket like this will allow you to ride any metro in 
Paris, as well as changing lines. If you get out of the subway system though, to walk 
outside for instance, you’ll need another ticket to get back.  
  
If you’re visiting the city and you plan on moving a lot, you might be interested in a 
special ticket called “Mobilis”, more expensive, that will let you use the metro as 
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often as you want in a single day. The ticket called “Paris Visite” lets you do the 
same for 5 days. You might want to check out which one is the best for you.  
 
 
The episode 
 
Click here to know more about the French train system, including the RER inside 
Paris:  
Les trains en France 
 
  
 

8 

https://www.commeunefrancaise.com/blog/les-trains-en-france

