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Catford Revival
We speak to a Catfordian about the future – and past – of 
Catford and share the latest on the masterplan.
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catford
chronicle.com
Introducing catfordchronicle.com, a new hub for local
people to share their stories about Catford.
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Who is
Team 

Catford?
Meet the team behind the 
masterplan engagement.
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Spring 
News
The latest from Team Catford, 
including a new three-screen 
cinema and the return of the 
Catford Food Market.    
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Engagement on the masterplan 
framework will now coincide with the 
development of the Local Plan, a statutory 
Council policy setting out how land in 
Catford town centre should be used and 
where new developments should be built. 
Alignment with the Local Plan grounds the 
community vision outlined in the masterplan 
framework in policy.

Some things won’t change. The much-
loved theatre and the historic Catford 

Broadway with its variety of shops and the 
daily street market will be retained. The 
masterplan framework is an opportunity to 
consider how large areas of the town centre 
– some in Council ownership and some 
owned privately – could be transformed 
to bring the improvements we know the 
community is crying out for. An imaginative 
and ambitious design is needed to refl ect 
Catford’s character and both the needs of 
today’s community and generations to come.

Lewisham Council is preparing a framework – a shared vision 
for how Catford’s town centre could be transformed over 
the next decade. Following the decision to re-route the South 
Circular, the Council is encouraging bold thinking on how the 
heart of Catford can be improved, freeing up more space for 
pedestrians and providing new retail space as well as much-
needed homes. Pedestrian-friendly areas, open spaces and new 
community facilities will also be created.

A Framework
for Catford
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Council offices could be located as well as what 
new public space could look like.

Ahead of the masterplan, we spoke to 
Roy – who runs Jah Lyte music promotions off 
Catford Broadway. The music that he plays 

will be familiar to many and 
truly is the sound of Catford. 
Roy is enthusiastic about 
the prospect of change in 
Catford. “It’s good to have 
change” he told us “change 
can make things better for 
the community”.

As a local business 
owner, Roy is optimistic 
about the increased footfall 
resulting from the re-routing 
of the South Circular and 
pedestrianisation of the 

town centre saying: “It could help small 
businesses and we should really support local 
small businesses”.

Catford has changed significantly over  
the years but Roy says that this change is 
apparent even in the past decade that he 
has been here: “Over the years Catford has 
changed a lot, I enjoy the atmosphere more 
now, it’s bright and different but change can 
take time”.  n

Architects Studio Egret West with Carl 
Tuner Architects have been commissioned by 
the Council to lead the development of this 
framework, which will be a blueprint to guide 
development in Catford town centre over the 
next 10-15 years. They 
have immersed themselves 
in the 1,800 comments 
shared on the feedback 
hub – Commonplace – 
gathered digitally and 
from the hundreds of 
hours Team Catford has 
spent in engagement 
events in and around the 
town centre and have used 
these insights to guide 
their initial thoughts. The 
architects’ role is to work 
alongside the Council and Team Catford to 
build on this feedback and, using best practice 
in urban design and planning, to inspire local 
people to reimagine the town centre.

Community engagement will take place 
over the summer and the first version of the 
framework will be shared with the community 
later in the autumn when everyone will have 
the chance to comment on an initial view of 
how and where homes, shops, workspace, and 

Left  Local business owner Roy

Below  Denise, Catfordian

“It’s good to 
have change... 

change can make 
things better for 
the community”
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Creating a new vision for Catford is as 
much about the detail of daily life as it is 
about taking a step back to see the bigger 
picture. The engagement is an opportunity 
to highlight some of the most important 
issues facing the area whether it’s transport 
links, new affordable homes or local jobs, 
your thoughts on the big issues will give 
the architects a better understanding of the 
things that matter most to Catfordians.

The re-routing of the South Circular 
presents the opportunity to have a full 
rethink of Catford town centre. As the 
architects create the framework informed 
by your vision of Catford they will be looking 
at everything from the heights of buildings 
to the types of shops in the town centre.

We have had thousands of conversations 
as part of our engagement on the future 
of the town centre and some residents 
have expressed surprise that the bigger 
issues didn’t register higher in the feedback 
received. The fi ndings of the infographic 
opposite refl ect the comments that people 
have made online, by post and in person. 
If you feel that something is missing, we 
want to hear from you. You can make a 
comment by visiting catfordtowncentre.
commonplace.is or speaking to one of the 
team at one of our upcoming engagement 
events (you can fi nd these on page 11).  n

Words from 
the Street
Over 1,800 comments have 
been fed into the masterplan 
ensuring that the changes 
in Catford town centre are 
the ones you want to see. 
The feedback gathered via 
Commonplace and through 
our face-to-face engagement 
has left the architects in no 
doubt what the day-to-day
priorities are for those 
who live, work or shop 
in Catford. Many of your 
comments suggested improved 
pavements, safer roads and a 
cleaner town centre and your 
thoughts will help us make 
Catford a better place to live 
day to day.

Improve green spaces

Better public facilities

More play areas

Top comments Top comments Top comments (%)

Improve shopping options

Likes current shops

Supportive of independent 
businesses

Fly tipping

Litter

Waste

1 1 35%
2 2 31%
3 3 28%

@TeamCatfordse6

The ‘public realm’ has received the most 
mentions throughout our consultation 
so far: it is a broad category that refers 

to the public spaces in and around 
Catford but doesn’t include parks, which 

are grouped separately.

What is the
public realm?

TEAM CATFORD SPRING 2019
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Top comments (count) Top comments (%) Top comments (count)

Better cafés

New and varied restaurants

More pubs and bars

Area is rundown or untidy

More plants and greenery

Improve public areas

Road or crossings are dangerous

Need more crossings

Improve street lighting

46 20% 81
38 19% 50
13 13% 33

hello@teamcatford.com

TEAM CATFORD SPRING 2019
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Humans 
of Catford 

Yves Alawe 23
How long have you lived in Catford?
I’ve been in Catford for about 8 years.

What do you love about it?
Catford is quite a humble area, it’s very 
calming and no matter where you are 
you always feel like there is a community, 
especially let’s say when you go to a 
local business, they always make sure to 
remember your name.

Do you know that Catford is soon to be 
regenerated?
Yeah.

How do you feel about this?
I don’t really like change, but when it’s done 
well, I appreciate it. If Catford is to change 
and be regenerated, I would prefer it to be 
benefi cial to the community.

If there is anything that you would 
improve about the area, for the 
community, what would it be?
Does that include Ladywell Park?

Yes, many people from Catford use it 
for a range of purposes.
I think we should get a bigger skate park 
because the little kids – especially during 
summer – they’re all rollerblading and there 
are quite a lot of people who skate around 
Catford and Lewisham. Other than this park, 
our nearest skate park is really far away.

Introducing 
catfordchronicle.com

Above  Charisse Chikwiri

Photography by Henry J Kamara

catfordchronicle.com is a new website for locals and those 
from further afi eld to read about all things Catford. From 
articles about Catford’s unique history to photo essays by 
local creatives, catfordchronicle.com is a forum where you 
can talk about the Catford you know and love. We’d love to 
hear from local people who would like to contribute to this 
new project. If you would like to contribute get in touch by 
emailing charisse@teamcatford.com

TEAM CATFORD SPRING 2019

Taking inspiration from Humans of New York, this ongoing photo-series focuses on 
acknowledging and celebrating the Humans of Catford. It includes experiences and 
perspectives from those who grew up here and those who have just arrived. Our fi rst 
human of Catford is 23-year old stylist and skater, Yves Alawe:
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Omena 31
How long have you lived in Catford?
10 years.

What do you love about the area?
I just like that it’s really multi-cultural. Being 
in an interracial marriage, we feel really at 
home because there are people of all walks 
of life around Catford.

Do you know that Catford is soon to be 
regenerated?
Yes.

How do you feel about this?
I mean, I’m in two minds about it because 
obviously regeneration means that people 
will now see what I saw. I remember when 
I fi rst moved here, a lot of my family were 
like “This is where you want to live? I don’t 
know if I’m going to come and visit you.” 
I obviously saw the potential and the real 
community that there can be and has been 
in Catford. On the fl ipside, because of 
the regeneration, the things I like about 
Catford could change. So, as long as there’s 
a balance between keeping some of the 
old and inviting some of the new then it’ll 
be great.

If there is anything that you would 
improve about the area what would 
it be?
I’d make it a bit cleaner. Other than that, 
nothing.

TEAM CATFORD SPRING 2019 

Introducing 
catfordchronicle.com

If you’d like to have your portrait taken for this series, please follow

@CatfordChronicle or @TeamCatford for upcoming dates.

Interviews have been edited for length and clarity, conducted by Charisse Chikwiri.

This is the beginning of an exciting time for Catford town centre. The more people
involved, the better the needs of the whole community will be refl ected. Have your
say via Commonplace, and share the project with people you know locally.

Lauren Arch 23
How long have you lived in Catford?
6 months.

What do you love about the area?
I love the sense of community. There’s a 
real sense of familiarity here, that I haven’t 
experienced in other places. Things seem 
more permanent here, whereas in other 
boroughs I’ve lived in, things seem to be 
way more temporary and less personal.

Do you know that Catford is soon to be 
regenerated?
Yes.

What are your thoughts or feelings on 
this?
It’s a perfect opportunity for somewhere 
to try and get it right. If you look at other 
boroughs, especially in east London – it’s like 
the councils got excited and allowed a lot of 
things to happen, allowed a lot of developers 
to have the control without speaking to the 
residents and the community to fi nd out 
what would actually benefi t them, what 
they would like to see in the area and 
what they wouldn’t like to see in the area. 
I’m not apprehensive about change. I think 
change can be a good thing for an area, 
but it has to be done right. As its starting 
to happen and we’re starting to see it 
happening in Catford, I hope that they don’t 
make the same mistakes as other areas.

Dan Barry 36
How long have you lived in Catford?
5 years.

What changes have you seen?
Since I’ve been here those new fl ats have 
gone up. I know a lot of people don’t like 
them, but I’ve seen a massive change in the 
quality of the shops and the type of stuff on 
offer.

If you could improve anything about 
the area, what would it be?
The South Circular, massively, and the lack of 
cycle and pedestrian friendly infrastructure 
around Catford. Try and cross the South 
Circular and it’s a disaster. The road is never 
clean, you’re constantly worried about 
punctures. I cycle up there every day. I know 
it’s a TfL road, but it should be widened.

You were talking about being pro-
regeneration, what are the positives 
for you?
Since I’ve moved here, Catford Bridge 
Tavern has re-opened, so has the Bottle Bar 
& Shop and the Ninth Life pub. Generally, it 
seems there are more things which facilitate 
people meeting.  n
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Also coming in 2019, Catford Mews, 
a new venue from the Really Local 
Group. Alongside a recording studio and 
workspaces, Catford Mews will boast a 
three-screen cinema – the fi rst new multi-
screen cinema to be built in Lewisham for 
a generation.

Located on the site that was formerly 
Poundland in Catford shopping centre, the 
venue plans to open its doors in August 
2019.  n

Check our social media for updates 
on their progress.

Twitter: @CatfordMews
Instagram: CatfordMews

Catford Mews
“We are delighted to announce 
our plans for the new Catford 
Mews. It will be affordable, pay 
the London Living Wage and will 
grow prosperity by providing 
employment for local people and 
addressing the lack of creative 
workspace in the area. Building 
on Catford’s cultural foundations, 
it will celebrate the area’s diversity 
and be our contribution to 
revitalising Catford town centre.”

     Preston Benson The Really Local Group

TEAM CATFORD SPRING 2019

Catford Food Market

Catford Food Market celebrated its fi rst 
birthday in March. As part of Team Catford’s 
programme of engagement and activities 
to boost the town’s community spirit, 
the local market has become a fi xture 
of south-east London’s foodie calendar 
and combines delicious local street food 
with free arts and crafts activities for young 
children.

With every one of its 25 traders based 
in south London – 60% are based in the 
borough of Lewisham and 35% are based 
in Catford itself – the Catford Food Market 
supports local businesses and refl ects the 
local population with 70% BAME traders.

Catford Food Market turns one!



60% based in Lewisham
35% based in Catford

100%
based in south London

of 
traders 
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Transport for London (TfL) has set out plans 
to extend the Bakerloo line from Elephant 
& Castle to Lewisham via Old Kent Road and 
New Cross Gate. A further extension of the 
Bakerloo line beyond Lewisham has also 
been proposed, which could bring the tube 

to Ladywell, Catford and Lower Sydenham.
If you’re a Catford resident or a business 
owner your views will help make a 
difference so register your support –  

www.backthebakerloo.org.uk n

Help bring the 
Bakerloo line to Catford

Since March 2018, the market has clocked up 
78 hours of trading connecting people from 
Catford and beyond with local produce that 
cuts food mileage and puts sustainability 
and community fi rst. By showcasing local 
businesses, the market helps to ensure 
that more of the money earned by local 
people stays within the local economy. Since 
its launch, six new businesses have been 
supported through an opportunity to trade 
at the Catford Food Market and the Catford 
Vegan Festival, which will return on Sunday 
14 July 2019.

By talking to the crowds attracted to the 
market, Team Catford has held hundreds 
of hours of conversations with local 
people who live, work or shop in Catford 
to gather insights, ideas and feedback 
to feed into the masterplan framework 
that will outline the future of Catford 
town centre.

The market is free to attend and is held on 
the last Sunday of each month.  

More information can be found at 
www.catfordfoodmarket.com n

80

78
13

Since March 2018
markets

hours that Catford 
Broadway was 
pedestrianised

hours of free 
kids and cultural 
activities provided

6
25

70%

average number 
of traders at each 
market

proportion of 
BAME traders

new businesses 
supported

Launched south-east 
London’s fi rst free vegan 
market

n Reduced food mileage

n   Promoting sustainability – cotton and 
paper bags only

n   Supporting the local economy – for every 
£1 spent with a small or medium-sized 
business 63p stays in the local economy, 
compared with just 40p with a larger 
business

n   Free children’s and craft activities
at all markets

OUR ETHOS
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Strengthening the community spirit 
and celebrating everything that is 
great about Catford is something we’re 
particularly passionate about. We run the 
monthly Catford Food Market, Catford 
Cornucopia, Catford Beer Festival, Catford 
Gin Festival and Catwanda.

We live here so we share the 
community’s passion for positive change. 
We’re also leading a programme of 
meanwhile-use to ensure we make the 
most of vacant spaces as the long-term 
process of reviving Catford takes place. 
We supported Supersets in securing a 
new home for their set-building business 
on Thomas Lane; and helped Really Local 
Group imagine the possibilities for Catford 
Mews, a three-screen cinema in Catford 
shopping centre.  n

Who is
Team Catford?
If you’ve attended any of our engagement events, popped into 
Catford Cornucopia or been along to a local assembly over the 
last couple of years, you’ll likely have met a member of Team 
Catford. We all bring different skills including community 
engagement, placemaking, fi lmmaking and social media, but what 
we do have in common is a passion for the Catford community. 
We all live or work in the borough, mostly in Catford, and we 
enthusiastically believe in the area’s vibrant and creative spirit.

Deborah Efemini
Project manager for Team Catford

See more of the work that Team Catford 
does by visiting

teamcatford.com

10   WHO IS TEAM CATFORD? 0800 772 0475

Glenn Mottershead
Filmmaker and photographer

Nikky Cato
Researcher

Sam Holgate
Community engagement  support 
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Come along and share your views at 
one of our forthcoming engagement 
and placemaking events:

Through a series of engagement 
events, Team Catford – supported by 
the architects – are continuing the 
#CatfordConversation and aiming 
to gather insights from as many local 
people as possible.

So far over 1,800 comments and 
ideas have been shared with us 

Join the Catford Conversation

 @TeamCatford

 @TeamCatford

 @TeamCatfordse6

 hello@teamcatford.com

 0800 772 0475

Simply write Freepost Team Catford on 
an envelope and your letter will fi nd 
its way to us!

teamcatford.com

We’re always interested in hearing 
from local champions, community 
groups and businesses so if you’d like 
to share useful information, promote 
upcoming events or would like to be 
featured, please email us at
hello@teamcatford.com

You can also visit
catfordchronicle.com for insights 
and articles about Catford. 

Share Your Ideas

SHARE YOUR IDEAS   11teamcatford.com

Charisse Chikwiri
Youth engagement lead and 
editor of Catford Chronicle

Kristen Fuller
Social media guru

Get in touch

and we want to hear more. We 
will continue to share and discuss 
your feedback with the architects. 
Later in spring, everyone will be 
invited to add their comments 
and ideas on proposals for specifi c 
themes/areas. Visit
catfordtowncentre.commonplace.is
to add your thoughts to the map.

Thursday 23 May, 6pm - 9pm
17 Catford Broadway, Catford SE6 4SN

Saturday 25 May, 1pm - 4pm
Broadway Theatre Bar,
Catford Road, SE6 4RU

Sunday 26 May, 10am - 4pm
Catford Food Market,
Catford Broadway, Catford SE6 4SN

Tuesday 25 June, 7pm - 9pm
Civic Suite, Catford SE6 4RX

Saturday 29 June, 10am - 2pm
Broadway Theatre Bar,
Catford Road, SE6 4RU

Sunday 30 June, 10am - 4pm
Catford Food Market,
Catford Broadway, Catford SE6 4SN

Sunday 7 July, 12pm - 5pm
Blythe Hill Fields Festival,
Blythe Hill Fields, SE23 1SP

Sunday 14 July, 10am - 5pm
Catford Vegan Festival,
Catford Broadway, Catford SE6 4SN

Wednesday 24 July, 6pm - 9pm
Civic Suite, Catford SE6 4RX

Saturday 27 July, 1pm - 4pm
Broadway Theatre Bar,
Catford Road, SE6 4RU

Sunday 28 July, 10am - 4pm
Catford Food Market,
Catford Broadway, Catford SE6 4SN
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VEGAN
FESTIVAL

CATFORD

Catford Broadway SE6 4SN
Last Sunday of every month 10am - 4pm

 www.catfordfoodmarket.com
CatfordFoodMarketCatfordFoodMktcatfordfoodmarket

hello@catfordfoodmarket.com
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