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24,000 

795 

340 

46 

Visitors to the HS2 in Camden commonplace website 

Subscribers to the HS2 in Camden commonplace website  

Visitors to the HS2 in Camden information centre 

Visitors to events (Jan- Nov) 

Apprentices (for CSjv across Area South) 

£380,000 Value of Community and Environment Fund (CEF)/ Business & Local 
Environment Fund (BLEF) awards in Camden to date 

 Value of Camden Fund awards to date  £760,000

400 
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Community awards 

CEF/ BLEF awards 

May 2018 

West Euston Partnership - to support ‘Healthtrain’, a community-led local health 
initiative 

Castlehaven Community Association - for Greengage, an environmental project 
aiming to increase environmental awareness amongst the local community. 

Training Link - for a three-year programme of skills and vocational training. 

Fitzrovia Youth in Action - for a range of sport and exercise, healthy living and well-
being activities for children and young people, who live in and around the Regent's Park 
Estate. 

September 2018 

Adelaide Community Garden Club - to fit out the interior of a recently installed large 
greenhouse (the ‘Doogie House’) and carry out landscape work to its exterior.  

December 2018  

Samuel Lithgow Youth Centre – a charity located in the Regents Park Estate, this 
funding will contribute to four different youth projects that provide a range of activities 
to improve health and wellbeing and bring young people together in a safe 
environment. 

Camden Fund awards 

September 2018 

Regency Training Foundation - for a project to provide life-skills training for 36 people, 
including those with physical and learning disabilities, mental health challenges and 
those experiencing poverty. 

Camden People’s Theatre - for a two year community arts development project that 
involves, inspires and improves the wellbeing for Camden and West Euston residents of 
all ages. 
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Netley Primary School - for a Community Art Room, which will be installed in the 
school’s eco-garden and will act as a dedicated community space for young people, 
families and residents to explore creativity and expression through arts. 
 
Third Age Project - for a new community hub for older people to access more social, 
educational and healthy living activities. 
 
The Kids Network - for a tailored mentoring programme for vulnerable children, 
outside of school hours and in inspiring and accessible places, to give them the support 
they need and give them the tools to equip them for the future. 

The Brandon Centre - for Bespoke Training and Support for 10-15 youth-facing 
voluntary organisations to strengthen the mental-health capacity and skills of their 
frontline staff, to better equip them with dealing directly with the mental health of 
young people.  
 
December 2018 

Bengali Workers’ Association (Surma Communty Centre) –
for the Phoenix Youth Community Project to create a safe 
environment where young people can attend a regular 
programme of youth activities including homework club, 
workshops, social action, dance, drama, song and spoken 
word. 

Elfrida Rathbone Camden – for a family support service to 
deliver multi-disciplinary interventions for families with 
multiple needs and not accessing mainstream services.   

Maria Fidelis School – for an exciting new club, Camden Basketball Club, that has been 
put together to develop grassroots basketball in the local community.  The club aims to 
participate in the London Local League and the goal is to teach young people not only 
basketball skills, but also life skills and to play competitively.  
 
Pro-Touch - a youth-led programme which will host three small events to bring groups 
of young people across Camden together through sports competition, with music and 
entertainment. The main programme will be led and organised by local young people 
and they will be provided with accredited training and mentoring workshops, to 
empower them to deliver their events in the King's Cross and Regent's Park areas.   
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The Skip Garden - the Story Garden will be situated at the 
back of the British Library as a new community space created 
by and for the local community. Through workshops and 
opportunities for local people to be involved in the creation 
and ongoing development of the garden, it will be a space to 
listen, share and act on ideas.  
 
Women and Health – to allow them to redevelop their 
current outdoor space and create a new, urban community 
garden for local residents to enjoy gardening and learn about 
the connection between good health and the relationship with nature and gardening.  
Local volunteers will be engaged to help start planting and maintain the garden within a 
seasonal context.  
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Engagement 
  
 Four weekly drop-ins events 

 
o Three drop-in events have taken place since the last report in different 

locations.  The drop-in events are an opportunity for the community to meet 
with the construction team to discuss the works. 

o Presentations have covered the demolitions at the Regents Park Estate, 
Thames Water works, an update on the station design.   
 

 HS2inCamden information centre 
 

o Young members from the community 
attended a planting day event in the HS2 in 
Camden pop-up garden. The event was 
aimed to give the children a hands on 
experience of gardening in a fun 
environment. The children also had the 
opportunity to decorate bug boxes and help 
make and run a lemonade stall as part of an 
experiential learning programme organised 
by UCL.   

o HS2 and members of the community want a 
more permanent, larger and fit for purpose information centre, and we have 
found a possible location for this.  Funding is now being secured with an aim 
to acquire, design and fit out the new centre in the New Year.  
 

 Community Engagement team walkabouts 
 

o The Community Engagement team are regularly out and about in the area to 
talk to residents and businesses about upcoming works and events.  If there 
is a particular aspect of the works you would like us to check out or places 
that you would like us to visit then please contact us 
at HS2inCamden@hs2.org.uk   

o At the ECRG community walkabout on 19 November, some of the Drummond 
Street Traders raised concerns about works on Drummond Street impacting 
trade, wayfinding and parking availability.  We are working with the Euston 
BID and other partners to increase signing in the area, in particular by the 
station.  A footfall survey was carried out to understand any changes since 
the start of works in the area.  We have also increased our regular visits to 
the traders, so that we can continue to hear concerns that arise and address 
them where possible. 
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 Engagement on Euston throat 
o Engagement has taken place on the phased lorry route proposals.  This 

includes engagement with local schools close to the route and the 
Community Traffic Working Group. 

o Issues raised include capacity at Osnaburgh Loop and Gloucester Gate; 
cyclists close to LGVs; use of minor roads; lorry numbers of individual roads.  
More details will be provided on this at ECRG. 

o A summary of the design engagement feedback was provided at the 
November four weekly drop-in event.  This is also available on the 
HS2inCamden commonplace website.   
 

 Station engagement 
 

o Design development to date has attempted to address key community 
concerns.  Public engagement events were held on 7 and 17 November to 
feedback on the latest designs and to get further input from the community. 

o The design team is considering the feedback received and further 
engagement with working group will continue in the New Year. 
 

 Engagement ahead of demolitions 
o We carried out two road safety training 

sessions called ‘Crossing Awareness’, 
with pupils at Netley school. 

o There are plans for further sessions to 
be held with Christ Church primary 
school and North Bridge House school. 
 

 Heritage Open Day  
o In partnership with the Heritage Open Days Festival, HS2 held an event at the 

National Temperance Hospital site, with over 120 people attending it. 
o Alongside talks on themes around the 

history and heritage of area, visitors 
heard from archaeologists currently 
excavating the site and recording the 
extensive burials there, outlining their 
research and findings so far. 

o As well as exploring the past at St James’s 
Gardens we also recorded stories and 
memories of the local area as part of our 
local oral history project.  

Coming Soon 
Following the community site visit to the DB Cargo Shed, CSJV will be arranging a visit 
to the UCL demolition site.  This will take place between December and January.  All 
residents are welcome.  If you are interested in attending please let us know by 
contacting HS2inCamden@hs2.org.uk 
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Community Investment 

 Helping local projects 
o All HS2 staff are given one day’s volunteering 

time.  Some of the projects staff have been 
able to support include donating work clothes 
to a local charity and supporting pupils at 
Netley School with their reading. 

o In preparation for the winter months staff 
helped the Euston Food bank collect 
donations from shoppers in the Tesco’s 
Superstore in Finchley.  52 crates of donations 
were collected so more recruits were needed 
to help unload at the Foodbank. 

o Following the exhibition at the former Oliver 
Bonas site at Euston Station, the Camden Peoples Theatre (CPT) put on a 
show called “Ex-Boyfriend’s Yard Sale”.  HS2 ran a competition through the 
HS2inCamden commonplace website to win tickets to the show.   
 

 Oral history project 

o We are still interested in hearing from you if you would like to take part in the 
HS2 oral history project. 

o The aim of the project is to capture the history and stories of the 
communities and areas 
where HS2 will pass 
through.   

o The project takes the form 
of a pop-up radio station 
and will involve pre- 
booked group and 
individual interviews with 
local people to tell their 
stories of their area 
around themes such as 
transport, social change, 
development and local points of interest.  

o Once completed the podcasts and transcripts will be edited and hosted 
online, with links to the HS2 website and local Commonplace site. 

If you know of a project that would benefit from professional support or other 
community investment or you would like to take part in the oral history project 
please contact HS2inCamden@hs2.org.uk 
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Working groups 
The ECRG working groups covering noise insulation, traffic, air quality and 
trees and design development are an opportunity for complex technical 
topics to be discussed in detail outside of the main ECRG meeting and for 
suggestions and proposals from the community to be considered. 
Topics covered recently: 

 Noise Insulation 

o Progress on noise insulation - 190 installations are now complete. 
o Noise insulation pop-up events held at Ambleside, Ampthill and Langdale to 

increase take up of the scheme. 
o Ventilation for listed buildings and for the Ampthill tower blocks.  Additional 

meetings are planned to take these forward. 
o Noise impacts of Network Rail works and noise monitoring.  Separate 

meeting is planned to discuss this further.   

 Traffic 
 

o Draft lorry route proposals for the Euston approach works. 
o Proposed utility works. 

 
 Air Quality and Trees 

 
o Air quality monitoring and feedback on the monthly air quality reports. 
o Trials of electric and hybrid equipment. 
o The Tree Panel process and the latest outcomes. 

   
 Ongoing Design Development 

 
o Other than the station engagement events the group have not met since the 

last ECRG.  The next meeting will take place in the New Year.  
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Construction  

 Euston Square Gardens 
 

o On completion the interim taxi rank on the west side of Euston Square 
Gardens will be handed over to Network Rail to be operational from January 
2019. 
 

 Euston Station  
 

o The installation of hoardings in the area to the west of the station is ongoing 
to create one work site with changed traffic flows and pedestrian access 
routes to the station. 

o Access from Stephenson Way to North Gower Street is maintained by traffic 
marshals. 

o UK Power Networks began works to divert power supplies on the northern 
section of Cobourg Street.  Short trenches have been dug to lay pipework 
ducts for new underground cables.  These works will continue in stages and 
move to the south section of Cobourg Street by 10 December. 
 
 

 National Temperance Hospital insull wing, Ibis, 1-2 Cobourg Street 
 

o Demolition works have continued at the Ibis, 1-2 Cobourg Street and the 
insull wing of the National Temperance Hospital. 

o Scaffolding installation began around the Thistle hotel prior demolition. 
  

 UCL Building and DB cargo shed demolitions 
 

o The demolition of the UCL Building on Hampstead Road has continued . 
o Demolition of the DB cargo shed is now complete. 

 
 Trial holes 

  
o The utility trial holes programme is progressing with surveys taking place in 

various locations including Eversholt Street, Harrington Street, Stanhope 
Street and Mackworth Street.  Two further locations currently planned: 
Stephenson Way and Robert St. 
 

 UKPN substation works 
 

o UKPN are working to relocate existing substations within demolition sites. 
o Work is progressing on Cobourg Street and Drummond Street to relocate the 

substation from the Ibis Hotel, which will be complete in the new 
year.  Cobourg Street road is closed to the north of the Drummond Street 
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junction; this closure will move to the south of the junction prior to 
Christmas. 

o This will be followed by the relocation of the substations from other buildings 
to be demolished, specifically relocating the assets from Thistle Hotel, 
Wolfson House and Walkden House, Eskdale & Silverdale (Regents Park 
Estate) and lastly One Melton Street / Grant Thornton House. 
 

 Network Rail works 
o HS2 enabling works that have taken place by Network Rail include the 

installation of the foundations for the Overhead Line Electrification (OLE), 
adaptions to OLE structures and the removal of buildings at the Camden 
carriage sidings.   
 

 Thames Water works 
 

o Works have progressed on Albany Street to divert the 42-inch water pipe. 
Over 300m of pipe has now been installed in Albany Street.  The work site is 
expected to have passed the Regents Park Barracks entrance by Christmas.  

o Utility diversions are being carried out on Park Village East ahead of the main 
works, these are mostly complete with only Sky/CenturyLink works 
remaining. The northern end of Park Village East has re-opened. 

o Work is continuing on Cumberland Market and has begun on Robert Street. 
The connection onto the existing main in Cumberland Market is complete 
and the junction with Augustus Street has reopened. 

o Work at Gloucester Gate will begin in January 2019, where the junction will be 
closed.  Thames Water will be on site until May 2019.   

 

Enquiries 

 Complaints received cover lorries waiting to go onto site, staff behaviour, lighting at 
Regent’s Park Estate, visibility of Network Rail lighting, noise insulation, traffic 
management, safety concerns regarding the closure of Granby Terrace Bridge.  We 
are addressing these concerns. 

 


