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Meeting minutes 
ECRG 
Meeting date Tuesday, 04 December 2018 

Meeting location The Wesley Hotel, Euston Street, NW1 2EZ 

Meeting time 6pm-8pm 

 

Attendees 

Independent Chair 

RJ Rosemary Jackson  

HS2 

CT Colin Thomas Project Director – S1 

JP John Parrott Head of Engagement – Area South 

ME Michael Eckett Head of Acquisitions, Land and Property 

AC Anthony Coumbe Head of Environment and Sustainability 

JL Jim Larkin Senior Project Engineer 

FJ Freda Jesudason Community Engagement Manager 

AL Alison Love Community Engagement Executive 

JB Jamie Burn Programme Manager 

DS Dave Scarth Project Director, Logistics and Utilities 

BSG Ben Sebastian-Green Project manager – Thames Water works 

SCS Railways 

AR Aaron Renker Traffic and Highways Manager 

CSjv 

TBu Timothy Burr Programme Interface Manager 

London Borough of Camden 

MU Moira Ugoji Community Liaison Manager 

DB Cllr Danny Beales  

PT Cllr Paul Tomlinson  
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HJ Cllr Heather Johnson  

MMA Megan McArthur Communications Officer 

Office of Keir Starmer QC MP 

ND Noemi Drew EU Liaison and Constituency Support 
Manager 

Community representatives 

LA Luisa Auletta* Co-chair, Camden Cutting Group 

PB Paul Braithwaite AQGOST 

SCh Steve Christofi Regent’s Park Estate 

MB Mary Burd Albert Street North Residents’ Association, 
HS2 into London 

MH Matt Hollier* Co-chair, Camden Cutting Group 

HGT Hero Granger-Taylor Park Village East Heritage Group, Camden 
Civic Society  

HC Henry Clarke Stephenson Way Business group 

FH Fran Heron Ampthill Estate 

JT Jeff Travers Primrose Hill, Gloucester Avenue Euston 
Design 

DA David Auger Camden Cutting Group 

JM John Myers* Drummond St TRA 

UB Ursula Brown* Regent’s Park Estate 

DH Dorothea Hackman* Camden Civic Society, St Pancras, Netley 
School 

RL Robert Latham Silsoe House 

*Contact Group members 

Apologies 

Rob Carr, Julie King, Jo Hurford, Timothy Stockton. 
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1 Welcome and introductions 

1.1 Introductions were made. Apologies were given from Julie King and Rob Carr.  JP advised that 
Laurence Whitbourn has now returned to Network Rail after his secondment at HS2; an 
interim should be in place soon. 

2 Community engagement update (including introduction to 
Lendlease) 

2.1 JP acknowledged media speculation over the future of the HS2 chairman Sir Terry Morgan, 
but confirmed he did not have further information to provide. 

2.2 JP gave an update on community engagement; 

2.2.1 A Heritage Open Day was recently held at St James’s Gardens, with over 120 people 
attending. There has been international media interest in the excavation works, with 
requests by various companies to make a documentary on the works.  The work at 
the site is being carried out sensitively, further to discussions with the Archbishops’ 
Council. 

2.2.2 JP provided an update on community projects and funding; 17 local projects have 
benefitted from community investments.  Up to end of October, £160,000 had been 
granted to Camden projects from CEF/BLEF funding and the Camden Fund. HS2 and 
contractors have been involved in various volunteering projects including an ongoing 
reading project with Netley Primary School, helping the Euston food bank; clothes 
collections for the homeless. 

2.2.3 JP acknowledged the challenges of the enabling works. At the pre-ECRG walkabout, 
the team spoke to the Drummond Street Traders regarding issues around access, 
and committed to maintaining dialogue. 

2.2.4 Various events have been held since the last ECRG, including station design 
engagement and pop-up noise insulation events. 

2.2.5 HS2 are seeking funding for a permanent base for the HS2 in Camden information 
centre. The temporary site, at 112 Hampstead Road, will be closed for Christmas from 
15 December – 3 January, however the team can be contacted on line at 
HS2inCamden@hs2.org.uk 

2.3 Matt Bell, the Lendlease Communications Director, introduced himself; Matt has a 
background in youth work and in regeneration, and used to live on Camden High Street. The 
Lendlease community engagement team also comprises Wendy Franks, Shaparak Rahimi and 
Rob Heasman, the Project Director. 

2.3.1 Consultations on the Master Plan will be held next year. 

2.4 Rosemary Jackson advised the group that she may be involved in some independent 
mediation work involving Lendlease, but that she would not accept any work which caused a 
conflict of interest. 
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3 HS2 presentation – works update 

3.1 Hoardings on Cobourg Street, Drummond Street and Melton Street will start to be erected by 
the 15 December, to be completed by the end of January. 

3.1.1 The community requested that the hoardings advertise local businesses in line with 
HS2’s assurance to develop a business support strategy . HS2 explained difficulties in 
this, as it singles out particular businesses over others, and businesses often change 
hands. 

3.1.2 The community rejected suggestions that Camden Council would object to such 
hoardings and requested evidence. 

3.1.3 HS2 committed to further reviewing the suggestions. 

3.2 Work is progressing on Cobourg Street and Drummond Street to relocate the substation from 
the Ibis Hotel. Cobourg Street is closed to the north of the Drummond Street junction; this 
closure will move to the south of the junction before Christmas. 

3.3 SCh expressed concerns that the option to use Granby Terrace Bridge as a lorry route instead 
of the Regent’s Park Estate wouldn’t happen due to delays to the programme. JB advised that 
the bridge could be used for construction traffic however there would be a 3 month period 
where it would be necessary to use Harrington Street.  

3.4 The community expressed serious concerns over the safety of residents walking through 
Regent’s Park Estate and Hampstead Road Gardens, as the area is dark at night, especially 
near the vacant buildings. 

3.4.1 HS2 confirmed that when the hoarding is erected they will have bulkhead lighting and 
CCTV. 

3.4.2 HS2 committed to working with LB Camden to look at options to improve the lighting. 

3.4.3 HS2’s security and safety support vehicles carry out regular patrols of the area. 

3.5 DH asked why the possessed buildings in Camden, e.g. the Ibis, the Thistle, the Dales, were 
not being used for homeless people. 

3.5.1 HS2 explained that not all of the buildings were suitable for habitation, as some are 
under demolition and others are undergoing asbestos removal. 

3.5.2 TBu advised that CSJV are working with a charity called Housing Justice, and are 
looking into the possibility of using Granby House for temporary shelter for homeless 
people. 

3.6 BSG provided an update on progress with Thames Water’s works. 

3.6.1 Over 320m of pipe has now been laid in Albany Street.  In Cumberland Market the 
construction of the connection on to the existing main has been completed, 
reopening the junction with Augustus Street. Works have begun in Robert Street. In 
PVE, the majority of secondary utility diversion works are complete. 
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3.6.2 Work is starting in January at the intersection of Gloucester Gate and Albany Street to 
lay new pipes. Work should be completed by June. 

3.6.3 There will be a full road closure for a section of Gloucester Gate for the duration of 
the works. 

3.6.4 BSG produced drawings showing the work being carried out in two phases. During 
the first phase, there will be a single lane closure for traffic heading north on Albany 
Street. This will be managed with two-way lights. During the second phase, Albany 
Street will be totally open.  The drawings were unclear and do not show the full 
picture as the Phase 2 closure of Park Village East was not shown.  It was 
acknowledged that a joined-up approach is needed and that comprehensive 
drawings are needed. 

3.6.5 It had originally been planned to carry out this work using single lane closures.  

3.6.6 The change of approach was taken as obstructions have been discovered and the 
new approach will result in a shorter work programme.  BSG confirmed that HS2’s 
assessment shows that the different approach taken does not create new significant 
effects.    

3.6.7 CT confirmed that the change of approach was made to reduce the period of 
disruption, not for the sake of the programme. 

3.6.8 The community requested that the assessment be shared. 

3.6.9 The community raised strong concerns about the closure of Gloucester Gate, in 
particular concern for the interaction of cyclists and pedestrians and requested that 
there should be a separation of cyclists and pedestrians. 

3.6.10 UB expressed concerns over older residents who may find it hard to get around. JB 
agreed to carry out an audit of the dropped curbs in Regent’s Park Estate. 

3.6.11 SCh expressed a lack of confidence in the traffic management around the utilities 
diversions, with congestion created, drivers making unsafe turns due to road closures 
and cyclists riding on pavements.  

3.6.12 The community complained that there are now no safe cycle routes through the 
Euston area and that there needs to be a strategy for cyclists. 

3.6.13 LA requested that the temporary traffic lights be synchronised with the TfL managed 
traffic lights to avoid congestion. (Post meeting note- HS2 confirm that the traffic 
lights will be linked to the TfL timing system.) 

3.6.14 MB requested clear signage be used for the closure of Gloucester Gate. 

3.6.15 FH requested that HS2 make road safety a priority.  The community expressed 
concerns that there had not been enough engagement on the Gloucester Gate works.  
The community also emphasised the importance of co-ordination across works. 

3.6.16 BSG agreed to assess the possibility of separating cyclists from pedestrians and to 
look at the synchronisation of temporary traffic lights with TfL lights. 
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3.6.17 CT confirmed that it is important to carry out a review of the combined traffic 
management proposals around the cutting to ensure they are consistent and 
compatible. 

3.7  CT updated on the Network Rail (NR) works as Tom Duckmanton from NR had sent his 
apologies.  

3.7.1 Network Rail preparatory works are continuing. The Overhead Line Electrification 
(OLE) foundations have been installed, there have been adaptions to the OLE 
structures and some buildings have been removed at the Camden carriage sidings. 

3.7.2 There will be similar works up to and over Christmas.  The noisier works will be 
planned in the daytime, however there will be night time work. 

3.8 CT updated on the SCS main works on the Euston approach. 

3.8.1 SCS have presented their proposed lorry routes to community groups.  CT provided a 
summary of the key themes.  Main concerns were about the capacity of the 
Osnaburgh Loop and of Gloucester Gate; cyclists mixing with LGVs and the use of 
minor roads. 

3.8.2 CT explained what SCS was doing to address these concerns including, retaining 
wider lanes, maximising the use of Hampstead Road, having ongoing engagement 
with LBC, the Community Traffic Working Group and TfL. 

3.8.3 The community confirmed that they had not preferred Stanhope St but did not want 
Harrington St to be used. 

3.9 The community requested evidence that the whole length of Harrington Street had been 
assessed in the ES. 

3.10 HS2 confirmed that the feasibility of haul roads will be reported back to the Traffic Working 
Group 

3.11 The community requested better communications regarding the reopening of roads, rather 
than just road closures. 

3.12 A full road closure of Hampstead Road is planned from August ’21 – September ’21, with lane 
closures from September ‘21- April ’24. 

3.12.1 This closure has been assessed to not create new significant impacts. JM requested a 
detailed analysis of the assessment. 

3.12.2 The community expressed concerns over bus routes, and the ability of Regent’s Park 
Estate residents to easily reach Eversholt Street. 

3.12.3 The community requested that complete traffic modelling be carried out, and that 
measures be taken to avoid rat running through the Regent’s Park Estate. 

3.12.4 AR advised that HS2 would work with TfL to reduce impacts for example, there would 
be strategic signing further out to encourage drivers to avoid the area and local 
roads. 
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3.13 A summary of main works design feedback will be available at the December drop-in event (4 
Dec) 

3.13.1 JT stated that the drawings shared previously were generic and requested that full 
information regarding the main works design proposals be made available, including 
correcting misleading information about head shafts.. 

3.13.2 CT refuted that the drawings were generic, stating that they are under design 
development.  JT said that HS2 engineers had called the drawings “indicative and 
misleading”.  CT agreed that further engagement was needed in 2019 about the 
actual designs.  JT noted, with HGT’s agreement, that HS2 had not published any valid 
main works design information to date for Camden. 

3.13.3 CT stated that tunnel alignment information and environmental effects will be 
available in early 2019. Ventilation shaft information will also be available, showing 
what elements of the design are fixed. 

3.14 JL provided an update on station design engagement. Drop-in events were held on 7 and 17 
November. Further engagement will take place next year.  JT noted that the station design 
drop-in consultation was mostly about open spaces.  The absence of OSD service access 
potentially compromised open spaces. 

3.14.1 JL confirmed that at present underground servicing for the station, but not for the 
OSD, is included in the design.    JL stated that Declan McCafferty is appointed as 
architect for HS2 and does not represent Lendlease, but he is involved in engagement 
with Lendlease on behalf of HS2.  JT refuted this as DM is a Grimshaw partner and 
had explained the OSD design and was evaluating underground servicing.   JT 
requested that enabling works for OSD offices (including OSD service feasibility) be 
included in the HS2 station design for the next station design meeting. 

 

Actions: HS2 to look into opportunities to provide free advertising space on hoardings 
(179) 

HS2 to review with LBC safety at Hampstead Road Gardens, and provide additional 
safety measures if possible prior to HS2 possession (180) 

HS2 to share EMR Compliance Note relating to closure of Gloucester Gate (181) 

HS2 to carry out a review of the combined traffic management proposals around the 
cutting to ensure they are consistent and compatible (182) 

HS2 to publish joined-up and readable drawings of the Thames Water works at 
Gloucester Gate (182A) 

HS2 to assess possibility of providing separate cycle lane at Gloucester Gate and the 
synchronization of temporary traffic lights with TfL lights (183) 

HS2 to provide evidence that that the full length of Harrington Street  was assessed in 
the ES (not just 10m in front of Silverdale) (184) 
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HS2 to provide updates as to when roads are due to reopen (e.g. on Commonplace) (185) 

HS2 to carry out audit on positioning of drop pavements at Regent’s Park Estate (186) 

HS2 to provide update on impacts of the closure of Hampstead Road (187) 

HS2 to review potential of providing courtesy bus for residents affected by closure of 
Hampstead Road (188) 

HS2 to provide data on how many parking spaces have been suspended in Camden and 
provide details of what alternative parking facilities have been made available (189) 

HS2 to consider if it is possible to obtain the HS2 budget specific for the Camden area, 
and if it is possible to be shared (190) 

 

 

 

4 Noise insulation 

4.1 Due to time constraints, this agenda item was not discussed. 

5 Community Traffic Working Group  

5.1 Due to time constraints, this agenda item was not discussed. 

6 Anti-social behaviour 

6.1 Due to time constraints, this agenda item was not discussed. 

7 Strategic boards and questions 

7.1 It was agreed that the long-standing written CHARGE questions regarding strategic boards 
would be discussed in writing.  Formal board reports requested to be attached to minutes. 

8 Materials by rail 

8.1 LA expressed concern that budget constraints would mean that material by rail would not be 
possible. 

8.1.1 CT explained that a full assessment would be carried out; Money could be taken from 
another budget, or it may be decided that material by rail would not be feasible. 

Action: HS2 to provide updated data on the volume of spoil estimated to be created in 
Camden, and the percentages which would be created by the station, the throat and 

the cutting (191) 
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9 Review of action items 

9.1 The actions were discussed and agreed. 

10 Minutes of last meeting 

10.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 

11 AOB 

11.1 Regarding the Prolonged Disturbance Scheme, RL requested that HS2 provide a response to 
the feedback given by Kier Starmer MP. 

11.2 JT noted that publication of minutes of strategic boards, which control engagement, was 6 
months late.    The invitation to CHARGE, promises in April, never materialised.  JT noted 
Camden’s apology, but no action. 

Action: HS2 to provide answers to 9 questions on PDS to be provided by RL post meeting 
(192) 

Action:  DB to provide answers to questions on strategic board, to be provided by JT 
post meeting (193) 

 


