
 

 

 
 

Table 1 - HS2 ecology survey work undertaken at the site clearance area east of Harvil Road since November 
2013 (details of HS2 ecology survey work undertaken prior to November 2013 are available in the 
Environmental Statement) 
 

 
Survey type 

 

Work undertaken to date  
(the information is separated into ‘land 

south and west of Newyears Green 
Covert’ and ‘Newyears Green Covert 
and land to the north’ purely for land 
access reasons. Access to the former 
was available prior to Royal Assent of 
the High Speed Rail (London – West 
Midlands) Act (23 February, 2017), 
while access to the latter was not 

available until after Royal Assent. The 
location and extent of these areas are 

displayed in the accompanying 
drawing) 

Summary of key findings  
(unless otherwise stated, the below 

information relates to ‘land south and 
west of Newyears Green Covert’ AND 
‘Newyears Green Covert and land to 

the north’) 

 
Further survey work 

required 

Badger Land south and west of Newyears 
Green Covert 

 Detailed survey for field signs 
undertaken on 21 October 
2015   

 
Newyears Green Covert and land to 
the north 

 Detailed survey for field signs 
undertaken on 17 March 2017 

 
Land south and west of Newyears 
Green Covert AND Newyears Green 
Covert and land to the north  

 Pre-clearance re-survey carried 
out on 19 September 2017 

Badger signs, including fresh 
latrines and badger paths, were 
recorded during the survey work, 
but no active setts were identified. 
Disused setts were recorded on 17 
March 2017 and monitored for any 
changes in activity during pre-
clearance re-survey.  
 
Active setts have been identified in 
the wider area, but HS2 must treat 
the locations confidentially due to 
the risk of persecution of badgers.   

As badgers are a 
mobile species, 
checks will continue 
during the site 
clearance works. 
Should any new setts 
be excavated then 
works in that location 
will cease and 
appropriate 
mitigation and 
licensing 
requirements 
followed. 
 
Update surveys will 
be undertaken as 
HS2 works continue. 

Bats 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Land south and west of Newyears 
Green Covert 

 Ground level tree assessment 
(GLTA) undertaken on 6 

October 2015 

 Climbed inspections of trees 
(with moderate or high 
potential to support roosting 
bats, where safe to do so) 
undertaken on 8 - 10 February 
2016 

 Back-tracking surveys 
undertaken during July, August 
and September 2016 
 

Newyears Green Covert and land to 
the north  

 GLTA undertaken in July and 
August 2017  

Trees with moderate and high 
potential to support roosting bats 
were recorded during the survey 
work, but no evidence of roosting 
bats has been found in the area 
that HS2 are currently clearing.   
 
Survey work has identified minor 
tree roosts on the land south of 
Newyears Green Covert. These are 
not within the current site 
clearance area, however, some of 
them will fall within the footprint 
of the future main civils works. 
Removal of any roosts will be 
carried out under a Natural 
England licence and appropriate 
mitigation put in place.  
 

As bats are a mobile 
species, trees with 
moderate or high 
potential to support 
roosting bats are 
being re-inspected by 
ecologists less than 
24 hours before 
felling. Should any 
bat roosts be 
identified then works 
in that location will 
cease and 
appropriate 
mitigation and 
licensing 
requirements 
followed.  
 



 

 

 Climbed inspections of trees 
(with moderate or high 
potential to support roosting 
bats, where safe to do so) 
undertaken in August and 
September 2017  

 Dusk emergence/dawn re-
entry, back-tracking and night 
vision camera surveys 
undertaken in September 2017 

Please note, Newyears Green 
Covert Ancient Woodland will be 
retained. GLTA in the Ancient 
Woodland recorded a number of 
trees with moderate and high 
potential to support roosting bats. 
All trees with moderate or high 
potential to support roosting bats 
within a 30m buffer zone of the 
edge of Newyears Green Covert 
Ancient Woodland were subject to 
climbed inspections, and no roosts 
or evidence of bats were found 
within these trees. 

Update surveys will 
be undertaken as 
HS2 works continue. 

Reptiles Land south and west of Newyears 
Green Covert 

 Habitat assessment 
undertaken on 9 September 
2015 

 Presence/absence survey 
undertaken during September 
2016 

 
Newyears Green Covert and land to 
the north  

 Habitat assessment 
undertaken on 17 March 2017 

 Presence/absence survey 
undertaken during August and 
September 2017 (please note, 
the surveys conducted in 
August were carried out in 
suitable weather conditions) 

Low populations of slow worm and 
common lizard were recorded on 
land south of Newyears Green 
Covert during the 
presence/absence survey. Some 
evidence of grass snake - in the 
form of a shed skin - was also 
observed during the survey, 
although no individuals were 
recorded. 
 
No reptiles were recorded at 
Newyears Green Covert and land to 
the north during the 
presence/absence survey. 
 

A precautionary 
method of working 
with respect to 
reptiles is being 
employed where the 
site clearance works 
include suitable 
reptile habitat 

Barn owl Land south and west of Newyears 
Green Covert 

 Stage 2 and Stage 3 barn owl 
survey undertaken on 24 
August 2016 

 
Newyears Green Covert and land to 
the north  

 Stage 1 barn owl survey 
undertaken on 4 and 6 July 
2017 

Potential nest site (PNS) recorded 
in a tree on land south of Newyears 
Green Covert during survey.  This 
tree is not within the current site 
clearance area and the clearance 
works are being undertaken 
outside the breeding bird season.  
 
PNS recorded in four trees (two of 
which are dead trees) in Newyears 
Green Covert and land to the north 
during survey. These trees are not 
within the current site clearance 
area and the clearance works are 
being undertaken outside the 
breeding bird season. 

No further survey 
work required at this 
time, however, some 
of the trees with PNS 
will fall within the 
footprint of the 
future main civils 
works so update 
surveys will be 
needed going 
forward 



 

 

 
 

Hazel 
dormouse 

Land south and west of Newyears 
Green Covert 

 Habitat assessment 
undertaken on 29 April 2014 

 Nest tube survey undertaken 
immediately south and west of 
Newyears Green Covert 
between May and October 
2014 

 
Newyears Green Covert and land to 
the north 

 Dormice scoped out 

No signs of dormice were recorded 
during the survey. HS2 dormouse 
surveys in the wider area have not 
recorded any evidence of this 
species. Taking into consideration 
the existing data, dormice were 
scoped out for Newyears Green 
Covert and land to the north.  

No 

Vegetation  National Vegetation Classification 
(NVC) survey of Newyears Green 
Covert on 27 July 2017 

The survey area comprised the 
whole of Newyears Green Covert 
i.e. the Ancient Woodland and non-
Ancient Woodland. Ash and oak 
are present throughout, with some 
beech in the Ancient Woodland, 
and hornbeam in the non-Ancient 
Woodland. Shrubs include elder, 
field maple, holly, hazel, elm, 
blackthorn, and Midland hawthorn 
(the latter was recorded in the 
Ancient Woodland). The ground 
flora is relatively sparse and 
includes dog’s mercury, wood 
avens, wood speedwell and hedge 
woundwort. Some veteran trees 
were recorded in the Ancient 
Woodland. 

No 


