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Dame Judi Dench
Series 18 Episode 2 of 7

Judi Dench begins her journey by trying to find out how her father
won his gallantry medals during the First World War. Her
investigations then lead her to 16th-century Denmark.
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Queen Anne (1665-1714), Reigned 1702-14. Sitter associated with 74 portraits.




Matthew, (Henry) Colin Gray e
(1941-1999)
Ross McKibbin

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/73078
Published in print: 23 September 2004
Published online: 23 September 2004
This version: 19 May 2011

(Henry) Colin Gray Matthew (1941-1999)
by Judith Aronson, 1993

© Judith Aronson

Matthew, (Henry) Colin Gray (1941-1999), historian and founding editor of the Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography, was born at 31 Island Bank Road, Inverness, on 15 January 1941, the eldest child
of Henry Johnston Scott Matthew (1914-1997), consultant physician, and his wife, Joyce Mary (Maisie)
McKendrick (1915-2010). John Gray McKendrick (1841-1926), professor of physiology in Edinburgh
and Glasgow, was his great-grandfather.

Background and early life

While Matthew was still a young child his family moved to Edinburgh, where his father became a
distinguished physician. He was very conscious of being a member of the Edinburgh upper-middle
class, though his attitude to that class and its mores was, to say the least, ambivalent. In part, this was
due to his difficult relationship with his father. There was little intimacy between the two, except
perhaps towards the end of his father's life. There was also a wider ambivalence towards Scotland
generally. He was in many ways very Scottish, and was intellectually involved in Scottish culture and
politics—he was even an excellent piper—but reacted against what he took to be the introversion of
Scottish life and the petty snobberies of Edinburgh. This was not helped by his time at the Edinburgh
Academy, a school he strongly disliked, and from which he was removed. He crossed the border and

Page 1 of 10

Printed from Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. Under the terms of the licence agreement, an individual user
may print out a single article for personal use (for details see Privacy Policy and Legal Notice).

Subscriber: Durham University; date: 11 October 2021
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(Henry) Colin Gray Matthew

by Judith Aronson

bromide print, 1993
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(Henry) Colin Gray Matthew (1941-1999), Historian and editor. Sitter in 2 portraits,
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Artist 360° sculptures

Judith Aronson (1942-), Photographer. Artist of 10 portraits.

Places

Place made: United Kingdom: England, Oxfordshire (Offices of the DNB, Oxford)
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A LITTLE ABOUT GREG...

Greg Jenner is a public historian, author, and adviser to Film & TV. He hosts two BBC podcasts, You're
Dead To Me and Homeschool History, and a third series for Audible. He works on the award winning BBC
comedy Horrible Histories, and is the author of the upcoming Ask A Historian, as well as Dead Famous: An

Unexpected History of Celebrity, and A Million Years In A Day: A Curious History of Everyday Life
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Matthew, (Henry) Colin Gray (1941-1999), historian and founding editor of the Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography, was born at 31 Island Bank Road, Inverness, on 15 January 1941, the eldest child
of Henry Johnston Scott Matthew (1914-1997), consultant physician, and his wife, Joyce Mary (Maisie)
McKendrick (1915-2010). John Gray McKendrick (1841-1926), professor of physiology in Edinburgh
and Glasgow, was his great-grandfather.

Background and early life

While Matthew was still a young child his family moved to Edinburgh, where his father became a
distinguished physician. He was very conscious of being a member of the Edinburgh upper-middle
class, though his attitude to that class and its mores was, to say the least, ambivalent. In part, this was
due to his difficult relationship with his father. There was little intimacy between the two, except
perhaps towards the end of his father's life. There was also a wider ambivalence towards Scotland
generally. He was in many ways very Scottish, and was intellectually involved in Scottish culture and
politics—he was even an excellent piper—but reacted against what he took to be the introversion of
Scottish life and the petty snobberies of Edinburgh. This was not helped by his time at the Edinburgh
Academy, a school he strongly disliked, and from which he was removed. He crossed the border and
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1899
Recollections of George Murray Smith

George Murray Smith (1824-1901) was a publisher well known to Wilkie Collins. He took over his father firm Smith, Elder in 1846 and published After Dark in 1856. In 1861 he won the bidding war for - - -
novel but one which became Armadale, published in his new Journal The Cornhill Magazine and in two volumes in 1866. In the 1870s he re-published one volume editions of several of Wilkie's books.

These reminiscences of Smith were taken down by the Australian writer William Henry Fitchett (1841-1928) on a visit to England in 1899. They have never been published but a typescript is in the Natioi -
Scotland. The material was relied on by Leonard Huxley for his book The House of Smith Elder published in 1923 which re-tells some of these reminiscences of Wilkie Collins.

My introduction to Wilkie Collins came through Mr. Ruskin in the year [ ]. Ruskin, I think, must have known Wilkie Collins’ father, the famous artist. He brought me one day the MS. of a novel with a classical subject
Wilkie Collins had written. It was entitled “Antonina”, and wished to know whether I would publish it. A “classical” subject, however was not tempting, and I declined the proposal. Later on, as I have told elsewhere,

Wilkie Collins offered me the tale which afterwards attained great fame “The Woman in White”, and I had reason to regret that I did not become its publisher. I published all his later books, and a story of his “Armadale”
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