


THE MUNSTER WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

The Cork Women's Place Group decided sugéestedﬁthat when starting up a
er

it was about time that women, from the p, and at regular intervals,
many different women's groups in women should take time to assess what

Munster, got together and had a confer- they want to get out of the group, and
ence. ¥e want to explore issues of the how to achieve this,.Some groups set
women's mowement in a Munster context = Out lorng term policies and short term
and initiate better contact between us 2aims, which could be checked out so
women. The proup discussed what topics that you would know (what the hell you
we would like to talk about and wrote were doing it for when you're.stlcklng
to the various groups. Ne got a very stamps,writing letters,pestering etc)
enthusiastic response to the idea of what the hell you were sticking the
the conference and lots of supgestions poster up for in the first place!

for workshops, From this & number were
chosen to be suggested at the weekend : ; !
Thou the Women's Place Group were main aims, which most other groups
organising the conference we wanted all shared one or all of:-

the women there to take responsibility a) Social Contact

for it. This is what happened when a b) Consciousness raising

large and varied number of grouvs c) Political Action

arm R biee woe kohdi. 4T her stamctas ¢ Lbe Proglews Tl mest groups seemed to
ure was open and flexible,those present 2rise in putting these aims 1into

. : b
apreeing on the workshop topic and how Practice, The first one of these
this would be discussed.We were very wasnt so much of a problem, especially

pleased that all the groups contributed When sOme groups admitted finishing up
openly and personally at .the weekend, early repularly so that more pints
which made it a Yunster Women's could be downed with their women frien
Conference.. s. The contentious issue of whether
The issues discussed were: a_ group should be action or discussion
I. Function of a Womens' Group based was a difficult one to rgsplve.
2. Broadening the base of Womens' Groups'any women felt that to be politically
%,.The Womens' Movement in Munster,, active was an essential part of the
group and feared endless discussion
Here are the reports from the workshops W hich might lead to no effective
which are a summary of notes taken at change,.On the other hand the danger
the weekend (sometimes ind=zcipherable, ©f action for its own sake and without
as women got more enthusiastic and for- any sense of purpose or direction for
oot about writing out minutes!) the women partaking in it, was felt
could be avoided by some discussion
This workshoo took place on Sat afternooff the need for action for the individ
and was well attended by enthusiastic ual women,,Who are we doing the action
women who split into 3 workshops & the for? why is it happening? The UCC
following is a summary of those workshops., Women's proup, who are a very
active pgroup, spoke about the
FUNCTIONS OF A "WOMEN'S GROUP difficulty of constantly organising
That is a women's rroup? What 1is a events and not having time to discuss
feminist women's Vroup? These questiomsissues ST e Eroln,. Thl s, ¢ ant lead™ o
were raised in an attempt to define the & pOsition where as women, rather than
function and aims of any women's pgroup, d@fining the issues affecting us in
It was felt that after these issues were Our individual lives, sometimes we
nresumed rather than identified in women's get pushed into causes,,D0 we wait
rroups, thus highlightine the necessity for forYourdrightstiuntilPafter® the
every women in a group to state her needs socialist revolution? Can 'women's
and the reason why she is there, and then &roups ve all things for all women?
what she wants to deo., Only, by eldrifying ﬁow do you deal with the Castletown-
these needs for the women members can any °O€re issue of a meeting as mawing

The Lesbian Group identified three

=]

sroup c¢lapiliye funetions and adims,wiilhe cakes and radical feminism? VWhew!
difficulties that arose in many groups;

frustrations over lack of direction; The question was who is any women's
clashes of nolitics and personalities, Froup For;'the women in it or ogher
could perhaps be more easily dealt with, women, . If its 'other!' women, which
if many underlying assumptions were women, and who are 'we' to tell
explored rather than irfnored,.It was 'them! what they need! It was felt

that we must each identify our own
responsibility to change everything.




ee.o/more

As a testimony to the fact that there

are manv things that need to be changed
there were many different kinds of

women's rroups at the meeting and it was
seen to be a positive thing that the groups
were so different, ¥de had service
orie~tated rrouvps (Corx, Limericxk and
v¥aterfor Rape Crisis Services, Cork

Lesvian Line Collective); action

orientated rroups (UCC Women's Group,

Corx Women's Place Group) and groups

who started off dealing with personal
Lssues (Castletownbere Gestalt pscho-
drama, co-counselling), New and old,

larce and small, and very different groups
shared many coms«on problems in dealing with

the function of a women's sroup, I feel here

its all beginning to sound like we were
cryins on each others shoulders all the

p——

time, sut the atmosphere was warm, open Fanrer of sitting 1n 'small’ groups trying
t

and vositive,

The issnes of structure, decision making[small,

0 decide what to do for other women;
elite, middle-class groups, presum-

and resvonsibility in groups were looked{ing what other women want and Shou}d hgve,
at, The ideal structure for some sroups|Women spoke of the fear of stagnation in
was a collective where decisions were a proup and the need for groups to be able

made by consensus, But even within thisjto change,

accounting for changes in the

structure certain power struggles were ;women in the group., A need for a cyclical
identified, where the more assertive sense of discussion and actions, was
and outspoken women tended to dominate suggested to avoid this stagnation,

in decision making, Issues of shyness,
intinidation, lack of coafidence sometimes
lead to a situnation viiere women are oppres-
sing other women in the group., A few
women in a group can dominate and do all
the work, ‘Ways to combat this were trying
to ensure that every woman got a chance

to spea< at a meeting; and that women
would take turns to do the work. Are
there alternatives to a collective? A
revolving chairperson was suggested, with
different women taking turns at chairing
the meeting and taking minutes., But what
happens when the group is becoming
ineffective and the work doesn't get done?
Honest and open communication could help
this, Are we too soft with each other?
Often we tend to make excuses for one
another, rather than sharing skills and
techniques which will make sure that

power is spread about, Women said that

it is often difficult to express emotions
in a group, How do we deal with emotions
like anger in a women's group? Grouvs can
only work if the eroop itself learns

about itself and gives women a space to
discuss the issues, emotiops, frustrations
that come up.

Should groups be open or closed? Some
groups felt that for trust, openness and
confidence to grow, it was necessary to
have a group closed at times, so that the
women could take the time to relate to
each other, Suggestions were made that
crouns could have one in every % or 4




Broadening The Base

Sunday morning was the morning after the
women's social the night before and thus
the numbers were reduced to those dedica-
ted women who eventually managed to drag
themselves out of bed, hangovers and all,
This workshop was dealing with the issue

of how to get more women involved, But
before this could be dealt with, we asked
why do we want to do it? 1Is it to get

more women behind us? To get women think-
ing? How much should we be conscious of
the image of a group and its effect on
other women? We discussed the alienation !
that a lot of us felt from other women }
becanse of our feminism, While at the

same time reiterating our responsibility

to our own individual needs in a group,

If a group decides that it wants more
members, where do you go from there?
Different groups used different ways of
getting new members, For the Clonmel group
it was mainly word of mouth and everyone
would bring someone new, The Tralee
women's group had initially advertised
publicly, but after the summer those

women who were interested contacted |
one another and a smaller more unified |
rroup emerged. The Cork women's place
Froup usually ecot members from women |
talking to other women outside the

Frouo, rather than public advertising.
Arain, it depended on the type of group

1t was whether large numbers of women

¥ere needed or not, For Rape Crisis
Centres it was essential to have a

closed women's group, For other

Ffrouns neing oven to new members was
important for fresh ideas and a healthy
sense of growth,

When new people come into an established
crour the problem of integration arises,

Je decided that it was a good idea to

have a stratgy for dealing with new
memoers,

Ne spoke of akward times when a new

woman had come to a meeting and no-one
introduced themselves because everyone
presumed she was with one of the others

No one took responsibility to welcome

her or talk about the Froup, A sugrgestion
¥as made that the sroup could break into
counles for a few minutes and talk about
how each felt abont the group., This way
the new omer would find out information
without being intimitated, Then each woman
tell the Froun what haer nartner had said,
Another idea put forward was that the

~roun should take a few minutes at the
bepinning of a meeting so that everyone
could say how they were feeling and what
Fhey #anted out of this particular meet-
ine,  ¥e then proceeded to do this, all the
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nomen there on the Sunday morning
took that time to talk about what they
wanted from the worksnon, The round

didn't take that lons and led to a more
relaxed atmosphere, where women at least
knew each other's na~es and nad a clearer
idea why we were torether,

Ne svoke about the fact that a lot of

women who wouldn't ro to meetinzs might

use a women's centre, low do you make

a women's centre appeal to all women and
still maintain a feminist perspective?

Or do we want to do this? Do we want a
women's centre as a focal point for feminist
action and activity? A lot of women nave
Spoxen about being intimidated by the Cork
women's place and were afraid to g0 inside
the door because they wouldn't know anyone, ¢
How do you make women at ease so0 that the
will venture inside the cdoor, Someone
suggested having one social afternoon

Or evening a week at a women's centre

where new women could drop in for a chat

and a cuppa. There they could meet women
from the various different women's groups
using the centre, on an individual basis,

and get the information thev want in an !
easy way. Seemed like a good idea, !
Other questions that came up at the
worxshops, Again,

1. Do rroups need a closed period to relate,
orFanise and worg torether?

2, What about women who come looking for
something and leave not getting it?

5. How do you cope with women who expect

to have things done for them by a women's
group or women's centre?

L, Can worrying about new members be
draining on the energy of a group?

5. Why are we in this women's group in the
first place,




The Women's Movement In Munster

By Sunday afternoon, the rest of the hang-
over women arrived and we broke into 2
workshops to discuss what is the women's
movement in Munster and where are we going,
Ve began talking about women in unions and
women in politics, which led on to a
broarder discussion of the patriachal power
structure that we are up against,

A woman in a trade union told us that

an Equality Committee had been set up to
push for positive discrimination for women
in the union, in view of the fact that
there, like in so many other unions, most
of the positions of power were 1eld by men.
To effect necessary changes for women in
nnions it was felt that more women needed
to make their vresence felt, Yet in doing
this one woman spoxe of her experience of
becoming a token woman, and her opinion was
often patronisingly regarded as ''shes just
being awkward again'', However the danger
of an official being set up as a women's
representative sometimes pushed all
"womnen's issues" onto this woman, or

pushed to the side altogether by this gesture
of women's representation,

This lead on to a discussion of women in
politics and how the existence of a
Minister of State for Women's Affairs

was often used by other politicians as
showing that "women's issues'" were being
dealt with, and also that women's issues
needn't be thought about any further, or,
weren't important in other government
departments, Some women felt that it was
imoortant that women work in volitics to
change the existing situaiion for women,
for examvle, enacting lepgal changes
necessary, Others felt perhaps personal
change was more important.

Should we as women challenre the existing
patriachal vnower structure? And if we want
to challenre it what is the vest approach
to take,. One rood sugrestion was that if
individiaal women 7ot involved in the
existing structure they should keep in con-
tact with women's rroups so that they could
oe decontaminated from patriachal values,
This would be one way of tryins to prevent
women from compromising too much when
involved with men,

Ne spoke about issues that women had worked
on recently, A nunapner of women there said
that their involvement in the anti-amendment
camvairn was the besinnings of their polit-
icisation as women, Many new women's Froups
were formed by women who had been working
torrether on the anti-amendment campairn,
However, some women felt that a lot of
enercy and time had been wasted workine
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on the campairn and they would pernaps

ve more reluctant in the future to do the
samne thing, The discussion went on to how
some women felt that feminism had taken over
their lives to an extent that we were carry-
ings around a banner 24 hours a day, This
led on to personal exveriences of how women
react to sexist joies, remarks ctc, nade

at vork, Some women felt that they were
isolated from other women in tne work place
because of the title "feminist" and found

it very frustrating to have to defend their
nosition constantly, We questioned the
importance or the need to worry about
chanrFine the attitide of male co-workers,
Sometimes, it's pointless wearing our-
selves out trying to do this, Women felt
that we must be fair to ourselves and
occassionally coo out of this kind of
strugrle in the interests of our own
individual survival and sanity.

We shared what we felt to be our own
personal development and change as a

result of being involved in a women's
movement, and rediscovering our own per-
sonal power, We talked about the idea of
the personal veing political and what that
meant to us, Society is threatened by

women getting close and cortinually atteupts
to isolate us from each other, The Munster
weekend was an examp.e 0f closeness and
solidaity among women that must be continued,
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TAI CHI

"Personal Growth'" is a thing of today.., .
People are lookingat all sorts of philosophies

to bring about inner change or improvement, It

is like a reaction to a world outside that seems

to have gone beyond our control, We are looking

to our inner selves, seeking to grow,to change,

to be satisfied.Yet as we desperately hunger for
this change, so0 also do we resist it, While we

like to see the future through astrology, futurology
we also like to hold onto things of the past,
However, it is the motion of change that keeps

us sustained, In our daily lives we learr through
looking at our circumstances, when we need to change,

job, diet, home ,... .
Taoism an eastern philosophy from which TAI CHI %

1
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stems, shows us how to accept our part in the
general flow and interdependence of the universe,
It is a philosophy of polarities in balance, not
one of embattled contradictions, Each person
trys to create balance for themselves, We seek
to have a centre and yet a free flow, So how do
we make these ideas and concepts live and be of
use to us?

Ne learn through our bodies, Change is motion,
Tai Chi is motion, Moving from hard to soft, up
and down,within and without., Too often people
looke to having one or two Ypeak" experiences
and expect to wake up ''cha nged" people, What
we are looking for through Tai CHI is how to become
"changing'" people, How to flow through our lives
accepting form and structure, When they appear
inadequate or unjust we re-shape and carry on,

The disciple of the form teaches us a quality

of movement that is free, So Tai Cai's strength
lies in the integration of form and freedom,

A discipline need not necessarily be oppressive,
but will recognise the constant human cry of
"I want, Iwant'", the looking to fill an
emptiress, while also looking for security and
sameness,




Nomen's Group

Clonmel
In early 1934 a small group
of women came topetner to dis-
cuss setting up a women's group
in Clonmel., At the initial week-
ly meetings there were up to
12 women vresent; we were then
trying to decide wno we were,
what were we apout; feminist
or not, action or discussion?

These meetings were quite
tranmatic; after a few months
we found ourselves back down
to 7 or 8 repular commnitted
veorle, W¥e had Dby then come
across a resource pack called
'Getting Started' and we
decidad to use this as a guide
for the group in the early
stages. The pack proved to be
very useful to us and we are
still working through some
aspects pf this,

We are now working as a
croup on two interdependent
levels, Most of our energy
at the moment is spent doing
a petition/ survey on the for-
thcoming family planning bill.
Ne are getting a tremendous
response to this and hope to do
a programme on local radio to
pwblish our findings.

We are also interested in
the area of adult education
for women and have done some
research on this with a view
to doing something practical
about the types of courses
available, Two other projects
in the pipeline are: a rape
counselling servicg; in con-
junction with another group
in Clonmel and sex stereo-

tyoing in local school,

Our political activity
depends on our ability to
work well topether, We are
spending time/ energy getting
to know ourselves and each
other in a supportive and non-
judegemental setting, We're
setting aside a day to our-
selves soon to review the year,
who we are, and where we're
Fgoing! There is a preat deal
of optimism in the group as
we feel we're moving, growing,
having plenty of fun! Any
women 1in the area interested
in the group can contact:

Marie Ahearne 052-23060
Ann Taylor 052-24254
Ann Narner 052-21457

Ilaven / Hilary 058-47218%

1 HOLD ON.

Hold on
For there must be something
Be not afraid to ask ,

Corrupt politics
and crushed women
are TODAY.

Choose a cause
Which one?

We are human and disagree,

There is injustice
Fhose who find
‘ become solidified

in their own truth,,
Oblivious to others,
over time,

I am searching,

How many others

shovel their way
with forks ? ' 1%




ON THE KERRY TRIBUNAL,

Members of the West
Cork Nomen's Group were
invited by the Tralee
Women's Group, to join
a demonstretion om Thursday
2L January. The demon-
stration, in Tralee, was
to show support “or
Joanne Hayes and her
family during their
cross-examination at
the Kerry Babies Tribunal
We elt that such a
demonstration should
be attended because the
cross-examination had
stretched the terms 0
re erence 0 the mnquiry
Tribunal,particularly
in the case o Joanne
and the other members
0o her ‘amily, during
their cross-examination,
The purpose 0" ‘the
examination used, was
to humilate, degrade
ard terroize these women
to breaking point,

These questioning tactics
not just the aquestions
themselves, but the
manner in which they were
put, publicly used within
the leral system, are the
same tactics alleredly

used at Tralee Garda
Station, to break the
Hayes family into signing
untrue statements, This
persistant verbal harrass-
ment and attempt to confuse
brainwash, we condemn
as torture when reported
to us as happening in var
ious dictatorships and
regimes throughout the
world, Yet here it is
in Ireland, publicly
performed and publicly
reported,

In using the lepal
procedure so sbviously
to destroy a woman's
character in this
blatently sexual
moralistic way, shows that
the male bastion of pover
in the legal world has
has automatically
assumed the rirht to
parade another person's
sexuality “or the purpoge
0f discrediting and
criminalizing that verson,
Most importantly, this
"automatic right" is
used against women,
especially in rape and
family court cases,
The assumed male prerogative
to protect the weaker sex'
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ls inherent in our culture

and 1s seen in our pre-
dominately male institutions;
religion, volitics, law,

tne family or commune

based on patriarical right,
Because the male right to
protect is assumed to be

TRUE, so is the male right

to destroy the female,

and ‘this is the fundamental
oasis 0" the cross-examination
questioning in Tralee, Joanne |
lfaves has courare, not normallyM®
admitted as a female attrib ut
and that courage has to be
destroyed, and within a male-
dominated society what better |
way to destroy it th&n through |
a sexual attack, and in this
case a legal sexual attack,

Ve all decry wife-battering,
rape, and pornography as
insults to women, as we decry
hyprocrisy, the stimulation

of virtue, in society,

Those demonstrating in Tralee
not just members of women's
groups, but the local men

and women; and those all

over the country who have
voiced their outrage at

the explicit exposee of

Joanne ‘Hayes's private life,
have seen through the hypocrisy
of the legal system in this
society, Hopefully, we shall
oe able, through this growing
awareress 0f the male assumed
rights over women, their

oodies and emotions, to chall-
erge the hypocrisy in other
realms of power in society,

and eventually achieve a society
in which respect for people,
regardless of sex, can be
established as a basic and
fundamental aright for all,

And in Tralee, this right

nas been ravaged,

The W,C,W,G, (Clonakilty)

is in the process of re-
grouping, Anyone interested

in joining please contact
023/46229 prefarably after

Lo, m,

Chris McKeown,

- An incident at a recent
Andy Irvine Gig in Cork!

Music, chatter, smoke.,...l wish
I was back in West Clare,
thinking of you and the times we
had“stogethie gt i s svdeis e

Male no., 1l: There's a seat here
if you'd like to sit down,

Myself: Grand, thanks,

Male no.,2 : Good music isn't it?

My self: Yeah. I haven't hearc
him for a long time,

Male no, 2: Where did you hear
him before?

Myself: Oh, Lisdoonvarna, Carnsore,
different places,

Male no, 3%:Are you going to
Stockton's Wing on Sunday?

Myself I don't know I'm not sure.

Male no, 2: This is a great song,
Listen to it. I used to really
like that group he played with
before- Sweeney's Men,

Male no, XI: Are you here On your
own?

Myself: Yeah!
Pagqe IR




Male no, 1l: What's a good lo00king
girl like you doin' on your own
at a gig?

Myself: Oh fuck off-I'm quite
intitled to be here on my own if

I want to be.

Male no, 1: And drinking pints!

Myself: And why shouldn't I be

drinking pints? After all, you are too

Male nw, 1:But look at the size
of me from them, and you're s

Where d'you put it all?
Myself

thin!

Male no, 2: You're not from
Cork, are you?

Myself: No, Dublin,

Male no, 1l: So what are you
working at in Cork?

Myself: I'm not working,

Male no, l:What? Coming down
to Cork to sign on? Why don't

you go back to Dublin and sign
on there?

Myself:Why the fuck should %?
m

Anyway I'm not signing on,I
living on the "Unmarried Mother's"
allowance,

Male no, 2:(Mouth hanging open)

Whaaaat? And you're rot ashamed
of yourcelf? You're not ashamed

of yourself?

Myself:No- why should I be?

Deafening silence- shocked
faces- all three get up and
leave,

Male no. l:(walking past me to
Fet out) And d'you know what
you can do with yourself -

you can fuck off with yourself,

All three leave,,.l sit there,
shaking myself, wondering did

this really happen?
But it 4id.

WATERFORD RAPE CRISIS CENTRE

Members of the Waterford Rape Crisis

Group have ‘een together for around

a year and a half, the centre is

relatively new, having opened on the

29th, of September 1584, |
The main aims of members are not

only to counsel rape victims, but

to make the issue of rape & public

matter in Waterford, enabling more

women to see themselves as victims

not collaborators of rape, The-

majority of our calls to date

have been from victims of incest,

This we intend %o stress in our

contact with the media, in order

to encourage public awareness

of incest as the silent crime,

While our main area of publicity
has been Waterford, we have also
had calls £om Clommel, Carrick
end Wexford, and as a result of
this written to all local news-

| papers in the South - East in order t

advertise,

Our service is a weekend one at
present, We hope to expand to week-
days eventually, Waen we are not

| available we have a twe ty-four

hour telephone answering machine,
Our telephone number is 051 73362,
We are available on each Friday from
Spm, to 10pm. On Saturday's from
10am, to 12pm, and from 2pm, to 4pm,
and 7pm, to 9pm, Please ring if

you want to talk to us, We will

be only too glad to hear from you,

HOME SWEET HOME

A neipghbour of mine
keeps homing-pigeons
They arc such oeautiful
creatures; intelligent
rgraceful and are
enviably skilled in
the air, With all
these positive
attributes one would
think that these birds
live a really idyllic
lifzstyle - not so,
Try and imagine the
scope the sity offers
these birds-all
those i1orizons to
be explored, newer
and more favourable
climates to bask in
all that space grace
and freedom - wasted,
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Tese birds must comply
to the limitations
imposed on then by
their fpreedy ignorant
and discriminatinr
"task-master",

Fveryday these birds
are set free and for
thirty minutes or

S0 they experience

a fraction of the
immense score the
sky offers theni,
They are limited

to the same area of
SKY, the same perches
and then when their
exXercising time has
expired the owner
returns them to the
same dark, confined
and crowked lorft,

What Iam trying
to say is that these
Creatures don't have
the human intelligence
Oor knowledge of English
to be able to PROTEST
arainst the cruel
limitations imposed
On them, Can you
imagine if these
limitations were lifted
and these creatures
began to realize their
s«ills and the
unimaginable Scope
which waits for them
to manipulate for
themselves?

"The more I liwe-
the more
Ilearn, The more I .
.learn the more I realize
the less I know,

Each step I take-
BEach page I turn-
Fach mile I travel
only means the more
I have to go, What's
wreong with wanting
ymore?. If you can

| fly- THEN SOAR!
‘With all there is-
4HY SETTLE FOR JUST
A PI CE OF SKy?"

Life is too short
to suppress ourselves
or allow others to
limit our personal
developments,Irelard
is up to it's eye-
balls in bird-droppings
(riethorhorically speaking
|of course), THE ONLY
|WAY to wade our way

out of this foul
predicament is to
develop a skilled and
united work force
There is no time for
imposing limitations
on each other's skills
nor is there time to
wallow in stereotyping
and silly role-playing
So I ask you let's
(et trained , shed our
dictated self-images
roll our sleeves up
and get started put
those blue- prints
'into production,

| Maybe someone out there
| has an idea for
'metophorical bird-
dropping remover anc
who knows re-cycling
could be the rext step!

BookK Reviews

The Cork Quay Co-op's Women!'!s
Library and Information Centre,
which opened in November, now
has 60 members and over 250
books.. Thus far, the library's
collection consists moetly of
novels, although it also has
books on a variety of feminist
issues, sexuality, marriage,
children, and health, Here
are some short reviews on a
few of the library's more

recent acquisitions: )
= /=2
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Vida by Marge Piercy
Marge Piercy, author of
Women on the Edge of Time , has

once again written a gripping .
novel., Although the book 1is
rather long (450 pages) I
found it difficult to put down,
The story centers around Vida
Asch, a former radical during
the Vietnam War who now lives
"yndergry, und" to flee from the
FBI. While the reader follows
Vida around tne country from
one safehouse to another, Vida
recounts her story of the heady
days of radicalism during the
€0s, to the splintering of the
movement in the 70s, Vida is
not always a likeable character,
especially to a feminist reader.
Yet her story is disturbing and
fascinatineg,

Iris. by Janine Veto is also
a very disturbing book, lareely
because the book contains soO
much violence, Iris, a very
beautiful women with mystical
powers, moves to Hawaii. After
ner fiancee is drowned and Iris
is raped, she meets Dr, Dee
Hartman, a osychatrist,
Gradually tne two women
fall in love, Their blissful
affair is interrupted by a
murder and Iris is forced to
flee to Greece, There she
strengthnens ner mystical powers
and redisco,ers her unlikeable
brother-in-law, After he
Attempts to murder Iris, she and
Dee weave an intricate web of
revenye in which to catch and

destroy him,

Poae

Iris is full of anger, especial-
ly anger against men who commit
violence against women, The
women in this book rediscover
their ancient, mystical streng-
th and use this strength for
revenge, Iris is an innovative
thriller and 10ve story that is
definitely worth reading.

Choices by Nancy Toder is a
totally different type of
lesbian love story. Jenny
and Sandy, two American college.
students, fall in love during
their first year of university.,
The affair continues until they
graduate, Despite the passion
and love the two women share,
Jenny continually denies that
she is a lesbian, She may love
Sandy, but she certainly isn't
"one-of them? After graduation
they part.

Years later the two women
meet at a conference, Jenny now
married and Sandy now deeply

inhvolved with another women
named Shelley, Sandy's insist-

ent arpguements make Jenny
reassess her marriage and her
sexuality in the light of her
love for Sandy,

Although Choices is not esp-
ecially well written and its
attempts at humour not terribly
successful, the positive re-
lationship between Sandy and
Shelley makes Choices weéll worth

reading,

Ninter's Edge by Valerie

Miner presents a different
sort of relationship between
two women: that of a long and
close friendship between two
older women, Margaret and

Chrissie are two older work-



ing class women living in a
rundown district of San
Francisco, Their friendship
1s almost torn apart during
a bitter local election
because of Chrissie's in-
volvement and Marraret's
passivity., Events surro unding
the election force them to
re-assess their importance to
one another, Winter's Edge is

an Excellent book and deals with

women who are all too often
ignored in feminist novels,

Give Me Your Good Ear by Maureen

3rady is an engaging story of
Francie Kelly who, one night
after being put in bed, sees her
mother stab her drunk father in
self defence, Francie never

sveaks with her mother until
years later, But after she

ends a difficult relationship,
she begins to rethink mner past,
especially her father's death,
She decides that she can ne
longer bear to be the passive
witness of this violent event,

Give Me Your Good Ear is a

story of personal growth and

an attempt tq overco@e the
passivity that results from a
traumatic childhood event,

The Best of Nell by Nell McCaff-
erty is a wonderful, funny, and

biting collection of some of
Nell McCafferty's best news
articles from the past few
yYears, Her articles on Ann
Lovett and the Amendment are
gspecially good,

These books are all avail-
able in the Women's Library.,
All women are welcome to become
members for £2 waged and £1 un-

vared,

THE CORK WOMEN'S HEALTH GROUP

Tre Cork Women's Health Group meets

every Thursday at 3:00pm in the Quay Co-Op
24 Sullivan's Quay, We are a group of

women who are interested in all aspects

of Yomen's health, While we are an action
based group, our main interest at present
is to become a self help group, We have
discussions on various topics such as
women's reproductive system, women and
drugs, and many other issues that effect
women's health, We hope by doing this

that our own awareness of our health

needs, and that of cther women's is
increased, We welcome any women interested
in such a group.

THE CENTRE FOR EDUCATION,
COUNSELLING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

Due to the stresses and
strainé of modern day living ¢
many of us may need advice and
guidance to help us cope ad-
equately with problems that
arise at different times in
our lives; for example, re-
lationship difficulties, pres-
sure at-.work, bereavement,
unemployment, etc, Some of
us may face the possibility of
breakdown unless there is some-
one to help us in a construct-
ive and understanding way,

The counsellors at the
Centre can provide this help
in a confidential and pro-
fessional capacity, to in-
dividuals, couples, families
and groups. The counsellors
believe firmly if\ the concepts
of education and prevention.
The Centre provides educational
courses for groups of people
to help them gain information
and insight and to help them
increase their personal and
social skills,

For those interested in
these groups and fDr more
information on the Centre,
please contact us at 2, Bridge
Veiw, Sunday's Well Rd., Cork,

Phone 941910 between 9.30-
5.00, .
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CORK LESBIAN LINE

| During the summer months the Cork Lesbian
group was contacted by many women making
'various enquires, In response some members
'4f the group formed a collective to work
specifically on the development of a lesbian
dine,

It is hoped to provide a confidential
service for women making their first contact
with other lesbians, offering them support,
as well as giving information on o.ganised
events in the Munster region, We do not
aim to offer advice or counselling to
callers, [ :

A1l six members of the Collective are
lesbian and feminist, The very existence
'of lesbian line is seen as a political act,
As well as providing a contact service,
we aim to make lesbianism more visible in

heterosexism and exploding some of the

myths surrounding the '"taboo" subject,
We are pleased with the reaction to

the line so far and are about to launch

a "sticker'" campaign to advertise the

| service more widely., As the slogan says,

"LESBIANS ARE EVERYWHERE'". We hope our

service will help to increase our visibility,

' The Lesbian Line shares a phone number
'with a comperable service for Gay men, but
otherwise operates separately.

|CORK LESBIAN LINE operates every Thursday
from 8.00 to 10,00p,.m.
Phone.(021) 967026

! | UCC WOMEN'S GROUP

| Revived in October 1984, the

JCC Women's Group has gone from

strength to strength, We have
| an active membership of twenty-
five women which is a con-
siderable increase kfer pre-
vious years - it has itself
dkubled the last six months
and is continuing to grow,

this society and are committed to challenging

£

Many ©of the women have braved
derision and redicule from their
male (and female) colleargues
to attend twice weekly meet-
ings, one of which is devoted
to business and organisation,
the kther to discussion and
wOorksh®ps, .

This year the group has
peen particularly active in-
cluding in our activities

~public meetings, protests,

pickets and leaflettinr,

,Our often very public act-

ivities have forced many col-
lere students to acknowledge
the existence of the Women's
Group and that there is a
definite need for such a group,
Unfortunately raising awareness
in UCC is an uphill struggle
but prorfress is being made even
if it is slow and inspite of a
vicious physical attack on mem-
bers of the group at one of our
meetings by several male stud-
ents and inspite of mktions
tabled at the college Philo-
sophical Society demanding the
disbanding of the group. Such

/intimidation and harassment is
‘not unexpected in UCC and only

makes us more resolute,

In this academic establisk-
ment sexism is entrenched to
such a degree and reinforced

by a lot of College regulations
(or lack of them) that education
is by necessity a large part

of the work of the JCC Women's
Group, The ideals of equality
are only paid lipservice so

our attempts at ridding college
of sexism and all its evils

are directed at (i)the Academic
establishment and (ii) our
fellow students who as supp-
osedly educated members of
society are weefully jgnorant

and complacent as regards women's

issues,

Much of our time this year
has been spent on establish-
ing the group as a visible and
Ooutspoken entity, Hopefully
next year and in the future,
once this has been achieved
we may progress towards dir-
ectly challenging the in-
equalities of the sexes as they
manifest in UCC and society
as a whole,



willfully ignorant aboutl rape,

Cork Rape Crisis Service . .. ¢ the time, we just don't

968308 .
963036 want to know, It's something

we don't want to discuss, We
Of all the crimes we hear - 1
) push it out ¢f our minds - or
or read about, I think there L oHg
. deep down inside us and try to
is none that frightens us ]
£ ) forpet about it, Rape becomes
as women, as much as rape.,. A E {
! 5 P a subject that is taboo., We
When we read about cases in |
c prefer not to hear about 1it.
the paper or hear that some- f he
pap ] However, it is only by talk-
one was raped, we immediately | i .
i g ing about our feelings and fears
identify with the raped woman . .
Y P * that we can begin to dispel them,
because we know that in kther . . .
And it is only by confromting
circumstances that woman might ¢
both our own and society's
have been us, As women, We are . X
s attitudes towards rape, in
all vulnerable; it could happen y
: i ~ particular, that we can free
to any of us at any time., KO
- o ourselves from some of the
one is immune: age, marital
: 4 myths that surround rape,
staurs, economic security, : . ]
t ! . Rape will not go away Dby pre-
environment make little diff- 4 | g
of Gkt 408 tending it doesn't exist,
erence, And 1t is tnis &gnow- : :
We xnow tiat it does, and we
ledge and fear that we, as WCEE o
S need information to help us
women, acrry around inside us

all the time,
rape,

Not that we are consciously

to understand the reality of

! X Ne would like to begin by
afraid all the time, But we - ]
. . ) tryine to dispel some of those
automatically take precautions ¢
. i mytinse.
in our attempt ro avoid rave, i: .
. 1. Rape is the result of a
Ne don't walk down dark streets :
] _ sudden overwhelming sex-
at night, We lock our car doors
4 kil & ) ) nal arge: In fact, rape
while drivins throurh thne city, :
3 _ is not a sexual act and is
We latch and double lock our ¢
) seldom done for sexual
doors at home, We dnow not to
{ ) sratification, Rape is an
let in strangers at any time. ) ° P
B fas act of violence that uses
Ne are susplcious of stranpg-
, ) Sex as a weapon Our own
ers, We warn our daughters of SNty o
i statistics show that in bkl
the dangers of talking to strae
b o L of cases reported to the
nee men, 0f hitch-hixging, of 3
il : e Rape Urisis Service , vioe
£o0ing home from discoes with
lence was used, And because
strange men, etc, etc, All : T iy S
: we Know tnat most rapes are
these precautions have necome 3
7 carefully planned in ad-
second nature to us, We deeply
i ) vance 0y the attacker,
and intensely fear rave, And
g we can do away with the
yet at the same time, we are
second part of that myth

UPacE  1F




That says rape is a result
of a sudden overwhelming
sexual urre, .

2. "The woman was asging
for it by her dress or
behaviour.," This is a
particularly insidious
myth for it transfers much
of the blame for the
attack away from the
attacker and onto the
victim.. It reinforces

the notion that a woman
should blame herself if

she is raped., Women who
have been raped might

blame their behaviour, their
manner, their dress- all in
an attempt to answer the
question "Why me?" And
sometimes fail to report
the rape because they feel
that their own actions will
somehow be seen to justify
the attack, _

This attitude is brought
home to many a rape victim
who does report the case
and ends up in court as a
witness for the State., She
will then find herself in
the witness box and forced
to undergo long and often
painful cross-examination

. as the defense counsel try

to show that she was '"ask-
ing for it%" That she con-
sented to her own rape.

It will be said that she
might have said '"no'", but
that the defendant really
thought she meant "yes'.
In any other setting this

would seem utterly ri-
diculous: If the man had
asked her for money and

had been refused and then
had taken the moaey, it
would be quite clear to
everybody that she had

been robbed, And that when
she said '"'no'" she meant''no,"
But in a rape case, the women .
must prove that she did not
consent,

Ye believe it is a most
important principle that
women have the right to say
no to full sexual inter-
course at any stage, And
that men should ask not
presume or try to guess what
she means, The seduction
scenario is an insult to
women Dby presuming that
women are really out to '"get"
men and that men "can't
help themselves," The prob-
lem is that we are bomb-
arded by these images ail
the time, especially on
TV programmes like Dallas,
Dynasty, etc., These shows
often present the man as
the unwitting "victim" of
the scheming woman and we
find ourselves sometimes
sympathising with them
as a result,

The reality for women who
have been raped is far
different from the fairy
tales shown on TV, And
the most important thing
for us, is to make women
aware that rape is never
their own fault, That
they are not guilty.

~ — ~~



3, "Rapists are always
strangers in dark alleys.,"
In 62% of all cases that
came to our attention,
the attacker was known to
the woman; he was either
anacquaintance or friend,
4, "only young attractive
girls are raped.'" This
is clearly untrue, Stat-
istics again tell us that
women of all ageS are
victims of rape., Also,
the idea that a woman
must be "attractive" -
whatever that might mean-
is clearly another ex-
ample of the xind of
misinformaticn that the
media likes to vresent,.
Interviews with con-
victed racists confirm
that the so - called
attractiveness 9f the
woman 1is not in most
cases an important factor
in the attacx,

5.."Rav ¢is an act com=-
mitted by someone who

is mentally ill1," It

is clearly much more
comforting for us to
believe that only a per-
verted, sick man could
ever dc¢ sucn a thing,

But in a number of studies
both in the USA and Brit-
ain, ~»sychoiogists have
shown that convicted
ravists were in fact no
more psychologically
disturbed than any other
"violence- prone'" off-
enders of such other crimes
as robbery, assault, etc,
This is a very hard myth
to let rgo0 of; we don't
want to think that many
men around us might be
capable of rape, But if
we instead 1look at the
whole area of violence

in our community - the
battering of women and
children in families, the
violent robberies carried
out on the streets,

the high incidence of.
harrassment on the street
and at work - we must see
rape in a much broader
environment and one that
extremely vielent,

€. "Women make false
accusations of rape.'" The
only country where off-
icial figures on the numbe
er of falsely reported
rapes is available is the
US, where according to
police statistics approx.
29 of reported rapes are
false, Despite this

tiny percentage of false-
ly reported rapes, there
is a repressive ftendancy

to focus attention on

false reporting 2y doctors,
police and others uC just-
ify the highly suspicious
attitude that is adopted
towards women who claim

to have been raped. The
result is furtner suffer-
ing and humiliation for
the woman wheo nas reported
the crime., Instead of
meeting sympathetic police
doctors and gardal, she
might be met with nighly
suspicious officials who
doubt her story.

7. "If you're goiung to be
raped, lie back and enjoy
it," This myth is a par-
ticular example of ig-

norant thinking which
totally distorts the act-
ual rape experience which
is horrifying and orutal,
The act of rape compl-
etely removes a women's
will power and the re-
sulting psychological
trauma and emotional dis-
tress is acute,

The point of this ex-
ercise is to focus on the
reality of rape for women
and to try to understand
Wwhy these myths have been
perpetuated in the first
place, Some of the quest-
ions we might as« our-
selves are:

Why does society view rape
the way it does?
Why do so many womern who

. Pace 19



have been raped feel guilty
and ashamed?

¥hy don't more women report
the crime to the gunards?

- it is estimated that only

1 in 10 rapes is reported, .
Why is rape in marriage not

a reportable crime?

Yhat is the true incidence

of incest in this country?
Nhy don't rape cases rget
priovity. listingiin court?
Nhy are there often no women
jurors found 1in a rape case?
Is there a connection

oetween pornography and

rape?

Can we prevent rape?
How?

And

CORK RAPE CRISIS
SERVICE

Counsellors on call

LEGAL AND MEDICAL

L —

INFORMATION
AVAILABLE

968086

24 hour Answering Service

BELLA DONNA4, .

You swallowed my labaris, suckin

T kissed the lenght of your sear

my QI"OS‘QNOUF: ear.,

’

not wishing to know why .

from sternum to mound

you were wounded, so,

In stupored slumber yo

T watched

ed,
wondering about you.
Covering your body at

SC No one else could

For a

woel woke me

RE D
8 Lol T

3ut,on that
Bizzare night

3 dqy nurnose

Ialeft

Abruptly
e e s

! sensing my passion nealkaed

and

e
your

e DR, :
Swirillinzg vour toncue with

"Tts only for fun Raha!
I
4

Cwrazy waman - £ PN
| Move on,
|
! T hall rememb-r
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Donna,
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SELF-HELP GROUP WAT-RFORD

As our group is very new I will give
a shor. history leading up to our
formation (this could easily stretch
te 2 large book),.

About two years ago fifteen to
twei ty women began to meet for
informal consciousness raising
in a roowr adjoining a pub, After
the first year there remained a steade
fast group of eight, After much
discussion concerning our direction
we agreed to split, One group
strongly favoured activity and some
Jjoined a group to form a family
planning clinic, Six of us are
now in the self-help group and
with three others aim to work entirely
on ourselves,

We have had only two meetings
in a local youth centre (we
fantasize about a women's place),
All of us have done an assertiveness
course, most have f2llowed with a
3exuality course and some are
19ing Co- counselling training,

Ne hope once established to open
the group to other women or to
help others form a similiar
support group,

There are some different
women's groups in Wateedord
and we will organize a day's
set together soon, THANK YOU
for your well organised

Munster Conference,
Hopefully ne:t-time more of
1S can come,

OR WRITE

PO Box 97
" Cork
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In February a sumber of women
from the Cork Women's Place
Group went to Dublin to hear
Joan Armatrading, Here is
Mag'!'s review of the concert
and Joan's new . lbum, Secret
Secrets:

In Dublin Joan Armatrading
showed her command and brill-
iance of music, She began
with "Can you feel how close
we are" z captivating love
song, secret Secrets, her
latest album, was the k<evnote
of the evening, This album is
similar to the "Key" as repards
its fiery dance music - the
slower s50ngs as passionate as
those "Track Record!

At concert "Show Some
Emotion™ brought the audience
to a hush while the chorus of

"Willow" was suns to her, A woman
who can certainly play suitar
was seen in "Tall in the Saddle"
a poodie from the past, Two
hours of Joan Armatrading
touching chords in us all shows
what 2 sophisticated operator
this woman continues to be,

"One Night"on Secrets 1is a
Freat number as is ®&¥riends

not loversy "Love By You"

can't but make ong feel in a
maze; the rapport of her voice
with piano, accompanied by who
else oWt Joe Jacxson, "Strange"
is a song we can almost feel

her crying, For the most part

I really en oyed this album with
the exception of "Temptation,"
which X Dond#c like; and "Talk-
ing to the Wall,'" which I found
borinr

So the son~ goes
"Lets keep this exclusive

Ajsect for two
Tt'e 2 secret secret
For me and You,"

DA W e

Pace 21,



Tralee Women's Group

The meeting of various groups

for the Munster Women's Conference
was of peat interest to me,

Eaving been invilved in setting

up a women's group in Tralee and
having experienced problems and
disagreements in detting up same,

it was encouring to tall: to otter
groups with similar problems

and being able to share ideas

on how to solve them., It was

great to talk to women directly
rather than sending letters to them,
and being able to have very positive
discussions with them, I feel there
is a great need for support and
encouragement bete¢een women's groups
and this newsletter is the first
step in that direction, Iam looking
forward to similar meetings in the
future,

Rosaleen Efan.

A few of us decided to start a women's
group hzre, around April '84,

We advertised in local papers and

put up posters around the town,

We were amazed to find 30 or

more women turning up at ou-

weekly meetings, We were not clear
about what we were at, at the sta;t
but we just had the feeling that it
was important that we get together,
The one thing on which we all agreed
" was the need for a women's centre

in Tralee, At our meetings we

' discussed various issves affecting
women's lives, Varying and sometimes
%conflictiﬂg opinions were expressed
' on these, There were different
'ideas within the group about what
"exactly we were and what we wanted
‘to @0, As we did not tease this

UL au DLl Ly VUL alls seemeq
1nretty vague, We were prehaps a

bit too wary of our image at the
beginning also and did not want to
scare people away, Women's Group!
(Wah!) Feminists! (Help!).

Ve had a breat for a few weeks
during the summer and began meeting
again sometime after the FESTIVAL
(everything in Tralee “appens before
or after The FESTIVAL"Rose of Tralee")
A smaller but more together group
.egan to emerge though we still
have thirgs to sort outg ﬁg have
e know to know each other
igttzg,ﬁ We also see the groupbas
hav ne two functions - one to be

there for us the women in the ETQUD. e
a support and contact, the other,to do
- something for other women and to
| campaign on issues that affect us
all,
! The Wome 's Centre which is finally
| coming together will hopefully combine
| the two functions, We have Jjust
started. renting premises, consisting
of four rooms on the third floor ver
the Stella Restaurant Tight in the
 Centre of Tralee, It is not ideal,
| being so high up, but it's great
lto be getting started, We have
a lot of work to do on it yet,
Ne will start as a meeting place
| open to women and small children
la few half days a week and longer cnce
'we get off the ground, We- hope
women in Tralee willcome in for a
chat and a cup of tea and become
involved in other activies if they
~wish, We are in the process of
| setting up an information/advice
,service as well, We are compiling
i information on groups, organisations,
agencies etc, which could be of interest
. Or assistance to women. Anyone who !

(e

1 has anything which we could use

please send it on - especially
posters and leafets!
Onz of the issueswe discussed at
- our meetings was Contraception,
Dissatis faction was expressed
by most women we spoke to about the
| situation in Kerry at present, f
‘We decided to do a survey to determine
the exact state of affairs as regards
avallability, We sent a questionn-
aire to all the chemistsin Tralee
'and all the doctorsin Kerry but
as yet the response has aot been
good , We held a public meeting
in October at which women(a nurse
and an administration) from the
Limerick Family Planning Clinic
| SpOke, Everyone who attended
' (except two very anti-contraception
people) felt there was a ne-d for
a Family Planning Clinic in Tralec,
At a follow up meeting it was felt
that we could provide the service
' CAane DN




ourselves and we have been invest-
gatingthis possibility, Wwe feel
that what we would rike to do

is set up a women's health Centre
which would incorporate Family
Planning but also involve ftgelf
in okkpw areas affecting women's
lives - eg, depression, menopause,
cervical smear and breast

examination, nu trition, alternative
medicine and b€ forth,

’n Te [Omen
( %1%1 *o 1~ o?ma*lon on the advan-

tages and disadvantages of all g
methods (as none is perfect and some
carry risks) so that we can make a
genuinely informed choice, We
therefore intend to make this
information availablie and to have
a Women's Health C inic operating
in the Women's Centre in the near
future, : ‘
Once the .initial work is done

then Tralee Women'! critre gill

open incorating a ‘

nformation/advice
Women's Health Clini
After that we hope
a library, a second
and a little coffee
We also hope to run
on topics of interest to women.
Such optimismf#- but we'll do it
yet!!

In common with all groups Finance
is our biggest headach Ne have
raiced money through £ aay,
disco and jumble sales and this
will have to continue, even
though it is a terrible &rain on our
energies, We are applying all over
the place for donations but no
doubt we are not the only s!

Marguerite Egan
Rosaleen Egar,

on

D

{

MONTESSORI
UNDAY'S

A LESBIAN IN CORK?!!

Cork is the kind ol place where
lesbians seem to come out of the
wood-work. Unce when two of the
more defiant of our number, were
out spruying the walls of the city
with our logo suddenly there
appeared to them big strong dyke.
Lo and behold, but sh orandished
before them trne lesbi n symbol
tatooed on the bick of her hznd.
'ho was this unknown wouans
Yhere did she come from:
and more important - vnﬂp‘viid

+

she go? ‘Was she the goddess of
lesbians who appe rs where you
least expect ner: ‘ihut : strong
and be:utiful woman t ey had seen
before them. They could hardly
believe thney had seen her. [ith
the resolve of onlv ‘hne most
strident, tuey were determined

they would meet with this woman

yet again. Shortly after this
episode tnese two indefatigable
lesbians began orming wnat tney
thought to be the firs. lesbiun
g-oap in Cork.{(There is no beginning
nor end. dith tne proviso thot it

Oe vpen to all women the group

seven women atterded. ney were
mixed ussembly. here were
tnose tnat hed knour ¢
lesvian: r lor
taos t JOT t t g e
first 51 i verin I
S¢ % nd ot ieres ti Ml wh
L ns " € =] Lesolan
but ished to discuss' t elr sexualit:
in n n )
re. ) > 1 t in ?




we bne inviciole phantong of Irisn

society, materizlised.

Sitting in a4 circle, e slowly
veg to talk. espile our many

difier-nces tnere were some tnings
tuat we had all experienced.
xXtreme loneliness Dbec: use ue

et e werce the only

%

ecch felt
one who telt tals wsy cbout women

one ol the common experiences

1GS
smongst us. [eelings tnat we now

know «re common to many women
from all kinds of situations and
vackorounds.  Jhat was relecsed
that night wss not just tne pent
ap frustrotion of ye rs of silence
but an excitenent, thot goes on
creating new possibilities of
release. At first we did not know
how to say the things we wanted to
express. Tie heterosexual norm

is so pervasivetaat it lmost
crushed our own bility to express
our existence. It is eusy to .
succump to the demands of tnose
with whom we live. They are so
intransigent in their belief that
to be a lesbian is to be soue-
thing out of the norm it is
d:fficult to re.lise that we

are an intrinsic part of any
number of people.

That night we begun by telling
each other of our gradual
awarenessof our attraction to
women. There was much laughing
at some of the ways we Uirst
felt the stirrings of our
powerful sexuality. il

remember one of us saying
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how luxurious it felt to play the

part of Elvis in a charade, to be

fenale fans. Then there was the
woman: who played Tarzan, thne

great hero of the more awe-

struck little girl. With time
conditioned emb:rrassment developed
Years of destructive self-

incrimin tions followed. To talk
with others in a positive :nd supp-
ortive environment meant that we
could beiin to emerge with a more
positive self-identity. ‘e didn't
have to accept tne role of
"monster" tnat others hud defined
for us. e no longer asked .ues-
tions like- Was it innate?; or

was it due to some horrific
exper.ence in our childhood?- we

could just accept ourselves for

the uroup. Some of which has its

funny side’ too.

(r
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ki sedand hugged by the many dorin

.

twhat we ~re. A certain identific:tion

'with eacn other begun to form within



One of the more distinguishing
marks of our presence then was our
short hair. When I first sheared
my hoir, to within sn inch of its
life, my mother just looked
ask nt «t my profile, suppressing
with difficulty,all the questions
that gurgle@ «t the surface of her
throat. Short hzir had been an
unuritten prescription of the
support group. At the time ol
think it h d something to do with
positive identification. I do not
know nowever wnvs tuis ki,a of
action petered out. It may nave

been due to the arbitrariness of
the identity or merely a symptom
of" our sense of our ovelesguered
state 1in society. These days,
tuer are muny more oif us and toe
diversity of our appearance is
an ndication of the diversity of
our nceds.  The lesbians in Cork
support each oticr to £ greater
extent now because of a recog-
nition of our differences.
I'ne Thursday night group may
number only ten, but hundreds h ve
come in contact with each otner
through it. Today with a Lesbizn
Line in overuztion this number can
only increase. The first meeting
has hid a multiplyin: affect.
And as a means of dissolving tne
mycon taat tnere no lesbians in
[reland, or indeed in Cork or
amory; your own coterie of friends,
a¢ can only say look ag in, we're
verywher.

Caitlin Ni ‘loulihzin.

COINTACT S

CONTAGQTS

Vomens Place Group
c/o Quay Co-op
24 Sullivans Quay

Cork

Womens Health Group
c/0 Quay Co-o0v
2L sullivans Quay

Cork

Lesoian-Iine
P,0, Box a7
Brian Boru St.

Corx,

(o
.
(@]
.
()

. Womens {roup
c/o Bririd Feeney

tudents Jnion Office

n

Collere Road

Cori:

~

Corikk Rape Crisis Service

c/io B, 0rBaxiL3

(P
&r

S3rian 3o0ru

2l -
Lor ‘e

Cobh Womens Group

c/c Sheila Keaney

CONTACT s

o attes



Cork

5 Churcnfield Avenue

Cori,

Jdomens Action Group

Ardsallayh

Youihal

Clonaxilty ¥omens Group

Chris

Balli

1 o 64

Castl

Adc Keown
nerlanina

lorakilty ‘

etownbere Womens Group

c/0 Clare 0' Conner

Cloun

treemy

Castletownbefe.
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arch 10th

eeting of Womens groups with Council for the Status of Women,

Linmeric:

c/0

TR

Yourhal Womens Grouo

c/o Xaye Harte

Al
Uoewde

sreda Foyle

17 Thnonmas St,

. . N

Limerick

daterford

P0G B

0x

57

aterford

k.C.S,

~

Clonmel Womens Group

c/o Hilary Tierney

3allin

amult

via Clonmel

EVENTS

3¢ 00pr Womens March
Connolly Hall
7 = 10pm Meet
10y~ laife #omens Social

COMING

300s Party in Womens Place

Exhiobition of Womens Art

Opening of Tralee Womens Centre

UP

Quay Co-0p

Turners Bar Parliament St,.

Quay Co-op

by Nell Mc Cafferty

(Froups to be contacted in the near future)

omens FUN Weekend im Corx
eading and book signing

:).‘7' :\ Ell

i~
Vi

Cafferty im

'ralee Jomens Group

somens Centre

over Stella's kestaurant

Hiech 35t,
‘'ralee

Jaterford Self-Help Group

‘allyvellan

Dunnill,

Sltivbereen Womens Group

Ste.Fachtnas Tce,
Siiboereen

Al

Co, Corx

AR LR XL SRS TR R

for drinks !

tne Jomens Library

24 Sullivans Quay
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~uay Co-op, Cork
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" T was roing towrite an article, out as you can see

T was too dusy!!ttin
Mary Crilly.,

Pace 277
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Hope you enjoyed tne newsletter, [
Anto, Claire, Colette, Colleen, Deirdre, Fiona, Mary and Paula,
We would like to tnan«: Adi, Nixxki, Ide, the Quay Co-op Boox-

shop, the U,C.C, Womens group and all those who assisted us.
Natch out for Volume 2 to ve produced by Tralee Womens

4 sisters! Thats it for now,,

PHEN !




