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DEVELOPME'™ CF THE CCRK GAY COLLECTIVE &
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This list of events and dates relating to the Cork Gay Collective was put together
tecause we realised that we had forgotten a lot of what happened and when.
We have kept cpoies of leaflets (L) we have made, Reports (R) of meetings magazines
and newspapers articles contain a lot more informa tion and where we have them they
are mentioned. W¥e nave also kept minute books, copies of correspondance, photos and
tape recordings.
A list such as this leaves out many of the more important underlying and surrounding
changes: internal ones such as the groups strength or external ones such as
increasing unemployment. But this list should provide the basics for an analysis
of what happened and why so that we can learn from our experience;

 If there are any mistakes or omissions we would like to hear from you.

BACKGROUND

Churchfield Combat Poverty Project — RESWVRLE CENTR (S

Womens Collective .

Contraception Action Programme

I.G.R.M. disco etc. opened I97 at 4Mc Curtain St, and clesed I97

Hills becomes first bar where gay neople are welcomed. Oliver organises fund raiser

for D. Norris court case there.

1980

Early in the year we begin meeting in upstairs of Heaphys

Resource Centre idea pursued with Womens Collective Labour Youth etc. Fail to get lease
on building. . _ __ _ _ __ _ T .
NRT - LACLE W R e bl NG end LT LaTE (et td 2.8, ‘) Wise )

Phoenix Club re-opens at 4Mc Curtain St. in May and we meet there instead.

High Court decides that laws criminalising gay men are not unconstitutional (11.10.80)
Cathal and Kierén gc on local radio.

We organise Gay Sweatshop two night performance in Granary (I9 &20 Oct.)Leaflets and
exibition arranged.

Cathal is Pres. of U,C.C, S.U. and their handbook has positive gay inforamation., Shock
headlines in Echo (30.10.80)

Leaflet and lobby Labour Party Annual Conference in Connolly Hall. Fail to get emer-
gency motion on High Court decision. Meet with Brendar Hallagan, Mary Robinson and

Michael D. Higgins.

Toc try to overcome destructive split between NGF/IGRM we organise national meeting at



GClencree Centre Wicklow. A national Conference is recommended by this meeting(30.I1.80) i%ii)

(L) (R).

U.C.C. Gay CSociety set up after debate on the issue at Philosophical Society (29.771.80
REfused recognition by college authorities but continues to meet (C.E. 10.2.81)

Locked out of No. 4 because we refuse to join IGRM become a sub-committee and so take
sides in split (Dec.' '80) We meet instead in Students Union. Group is Art. Ger
Laurie Cathal M~irtin Kieran Joe Tony

20 min. documentary on Local radio(Nov)

1981

MAIRTIO w CATAL ARASSED Ay AOLKE . _

Collective agrees policy statement 25.1.8I+ see poster.lsinﬁJ I & A/ el
ve meet(I4.1.8I) and decide to go ahead with Conference

Others invited to next meeting.

ICRM decide not eto get involved as a group

Oliver becomes chairperson as ‘honest broker’.

Continuous hassles over such things as women only workshops

CRECHE POl WSS Fotum  STEAPCIC

First National Gay Conference Connolly Hall May i5 - I7. Huge success. (L? R? video,
audio tape, newspapers of IB.SﬁI) Barry Prothero from NCCL chairs plenaries.,
Gaym Collective poster, manifesto and history.

Gay banner on H Blocks march in Cork

Disagreement about 5 demands in Collective , possibility of split. Conference decides
not to vote on these motions. :

First gay pride leafletting in Daunt Sq. (23.6.81/L.)

1.C.T.U. COnference in City Hall leaKletted (9.7.%1)

Lesbians and Gays Against H Blocks Armagh planning meeéing 5.9.81 T.C.D.

1G¥ad to be Cay ?' article in Flac File by John ¥eaney Aug/Sep. '8BI.

Eollective meets to discuss future incl. possitility of Centre {16.9.81+

1982

vomens Centre opens in Dublin (march)

Liz Noonan stands as lesbian feminist for Dail (L)
Kincora becomes an issue

Charles Self found murdered in hie flat (2I.1.832)

¥itch hunt of gay men follows. Gay Defence Committee formed and pickets Bearse ST.
Carda Station. Good newspaper coverage.’

Irish Gay News (Jan.)

Ihterin Conference organised by us in Dublin (13.2.82) After heated arguement

it was agreed that there should be equal nos of women and mwn on the new organisi!



Committee (R) @:ééj

Catholic Bishops and Paisley oppose decriminalisation in North {1 .0, 1.2.82)

In March work begins on renovating 24 Sullivans Quay and organising the Quay Co—o;.ﬁ;j
Donal Dave Kieran Art. Laurie Tompy. Opens May Day .

Cay rights mogion proposed by Kieran at a.g.m. of Cork Branch of LGPSIJ, Passed
overwhelmingly (30.3.82) Lat-r adopted by the Union nationally (C.E. 14.5.82)

Gay Rights At Work " Banner on May Day M¥arch

Gay Conference June I8-20 TCD. Right to Choose motion agreed. (R)

Leafletting Gay Pride Princes St. (L;)

I.G.N. June '82.

Tony Art Kieran go to belfast and leaflet ICTU Annual Conference where gay rights mei
motion is passed (9.7.82)

S.F. and P.D opposé ban on gays in Derry pub (Derry Journal 23.7.82)

First Anti Amendment public meeting in Cork, Central Hall (I14.7.82) We get heavily
involved, weekly meetings, leafletting in Daunt Sq. etc. b 2.9.§3

Dublin Gay Collecfive set up

Lesbian Conference Dublin Oct 29/3I.

Articles n by Dublin .and Cork gay Collectives in Gralton

Gays Against the Amendment (L)

8.2.82 John Roche murdered ir Munster Hotel [twrinL rEporT CE.1o1ni82)

10.9.82 Declan Flynn murdered in Fairview Park :
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1983

>

Laws in K. Ireland changed «c.ii-, * .
Go to Belfast to help set up orgéﬁising group for next Conference (22.i.83)

Henry MC farnons killer éiven suspended sentance (I.T. 1/2.4.83%)

Declan Flynne killere given suspended sentances (I.T. 9.3-83)

Large Cork group goes to Dublin for Fairview March (I9.3.83) (i- >

Supreme Court decides that anti-gay laws aee constitutional (29.4.8%)

Strong demand for "fuck the Supreme Court " badge.

Outta Control April/MAy NO.37

All Ireland Lrsbian and gay Conference Belfast 4 @5 June {w:}

Campaign for the Rights of Lesbians and Gay Men launched in Liberty Hall (4.5.83)3:;
First major lesbian gay pride march in dutlir to g.p.o. é“>

first issue ofé¢ Quare Times

masc canvassing for anti amendment campaign organised from CO—OF. (icilrwmri. Rawomi
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Kie“mn interviewed for ¢ Examiner 3.8.é3

Referendum Day Sep.7

Involvement in post-amendment network
CRLGK initiates meeting to organise opposituon to Criminal Justice Bill (17.12.83)
Lesbian group tegins to meet in co-op. (Nov.) ik 6‘{'(( GLuER (L‘}
Womans Right to Choose Newsletter Nov. '83 includes lesbian/gay rights as part of its
demands

Collective begins to meet again

"Save Sodomy from Ulster" Qutta Control Dec. 83

Troops Out has features on gays in the North
Consenting Adults in Granary (NOv.)

1984

PEOPLE ACAINGT REPRECTA ABLEE ony oPPosiien To 3SCiIen 3¢ 048 ACT f%vrl_-é:%‘f ARG
We speak at a no. of meetings in U,C.C, late '83 and early '84 +CTE.

European Parliament.votes in favour of lesbian/gay rights

Kieran and Donal on rational radio about this and Eileen Flynn Case and Sunday World
attack on women bus workers.

Employment Appeals Tribunal decides against Eileen Flynn G- 10.2- :f'zf)
Activists meetinf of CRLGM in SFX Hall (R) (25 2.84)

Cork issue of Quare Times : ¢

Cork meeting of CRLGM (I14.4.84) (R)

organise talk on STD in No. 4

Lesbian and Gz_ay Community Project meetimgs April onwards. Youth, information/
befriending, social and building groups set up . . , ., /—-,'(;‘/

Joint info. stall with lesbians ag at St. Francis 26 and 27 May /1.)
Lesbian gay rights workshop at LGPSU Conference in Bundoran (L) (f luy )

Lesbian/gay banner outside Co-op gor week oo, ey

T g

joint leafletting and stall with lesblans .!i PN
Cathal attacked on Dublin march S e [

Collective tanner on CJB march in Cork (July)

Workshop organised at ICTU Conference Waterford (R}L) Tfade Mbcer, Lo OGS
Dieirdre and Joan attacked while carrying lesbian barner on Womens post-referendum

march (IT. I6.7.84)

Co-op bookshop organises lesbian/gay mail order service
Article in LGPSU Reporter (Oct.)

Leafletting as part of CJB day of action (Sep) Joe speaks at public meeting
Letter replying to Anti gay Kincora reporting (C.E.15.9.84)

Gay Information Cork . %/ A e /;\ -



THE LABOUR PARTY

Room 115 Dail Eireann
Leinster House Dublin 2

Press énd Information \L\lh B OUR*

I
INVITATION ;EGMLDIﬁK’SPRING TD
LEADER OF THE “LABQUR PARTY

To a EBrtieaiEiJng;'xrtaeatiizng; on the
Labour Party’'s Egual Status Bill
9 March 1992

The Party Leader, Dick”Sprihé, TD, invites you or a
representative, to a Briefing Meeting to discuss the Party’s
Equal Status Bill, 1990. He wil} be accompanied by:

Mervyn Taylor TD, who has mbved the Bill in the Dail;
Cllr Niamh Bhreathnach, Party Spokesperson on Womens
Affairs; and ‘

Mairead Hayes, Chairperson of the Labour Womens National
Council. ¢

This meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 25th, at
7.00pm in Room 226, Kildare House.

The vote in the Dail on the Party’s Equal Status Bill will

take place at 8.30pm on March 25th. The Labour Party would

also like to invite you to the Public Gallery in order to see

the vote being taken. It is therefore essential you contact

the Labour Party Press Office at tel:789911 ext:494 to confirm

your attendance, in order that we know the numbers for the
~Public Ga ITtie ry. e e i o

i

SN

CJY“ \ _ RSVP: 789911 ext494

Enquiries: Fergus Finiay Phone: 789815 (office) 806353 (home)
Sineaid Bruton Phone: 789911 ext. 494
4 Fax: 789509
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walel 0 wWoril o i vone weyie flat dwoellers, and the groups to

i Lot secned to e snall isolated ond ilacsidng even the baole noeo.s

suitable mooeting »Hlace.

taut if tne W nd direividuals worizing for basie chulges 1u
tne status quo could et tozether then tne combined resources could ore
vide for ihe facilities whien we sesarately lacked., the linkin  to all
ar of dililerest roups would heis us pet o better perspective ou the 1o
foreus teryins to control and aanipulate us. with skch a centre t woul
be .ueh asier to organise alliancss on particular iissucs as well ns t
to develop new actlon groups. tue lack of suc.es.ful challemges uo tu@
vower structure .onopoly in the city: se med to leave muny people cyuica

ier by showing what could be dome. the coop would im a semse we
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syabol and o morale boost for everyone woradng for change.

the LJQIG?&@LV@ idea wag iaportant because 1 was b@comiag pore invelved
soliticallya and so inercasingly alienated fron the systen and the
conces.ivns it wvenanded. 1t secmed to be & cholce of either 'we piu,
your good job" or belan; exvloited im a mor. bluioant way. by going on th
dole or tawxing a part tize job. to either comtimue payis; unfulr renic

or ort; ace yourself to a baildin; societty. to taiie past 1m COLBUR L
society or to do witilout. but a housing coop should be pos. ible., 1t
should be n»ossible to organice aam altornative way of earnin; uomey whic

ade sese to you. & good gquality of life dovs not have to depend on be
in: consuacrist . ' .

i felt taud oy politics and uy personal life should not be at odds. 1
saw the coop as a way of woriting on the pos.ibilities of "new ways of
living, woraing «nd sharing our resources'




