As the Tribumal of Enquiry has progressed here in Tralee, a uav
of emotion has been gaining momentum throughout the country.
Compassion and outrage have been felt by most women. bompassion

for Joanne llayes and outrage at the tone of this Tribunal.

We have come together today to express outr sympathy and concern

for Joanne llayes in her personal ordeal.

She has suffered and continues to suffer at the hauds of this all
male Tribunal. She is paying a high price and we ask what is it
she is paying for? Joanne llayes is &« victim, not a criminal. She

stands accused of no crime. She is not on trial.

This Tribunal was set up to investigate how certain charges were
made against Joamnne Hayes ancd her family in Tralee Garda Station

and why these charges were subsequently dropped.

In the pursuance of what is believed to be the truth, we ask, how
far is it permissable to go in degrading and distressing a witness?

For we must remember Joanne llayes is a witness. She is not on trial.

We wonder at the relevence c¢f some of the questions Leing asked

and the significance of the information being so painfully
extracted on the intimate details of Joanne duyes's persownal life.
It has been asked, do we nced to know all the sordid details? but
we should also ask, do all the details need tole made to seem
sordid? Certain questions and statements seeu intended to make
innocent events appear sinister. Certain observations and
conclusions apjear to impose a selective view of morality, of J

women and of how we should or should not behave,

We feel deeply for Joanne Hayves. It is a feeling coming from our
hearts. We li.ave seen her body and soul dissected and scrutinized
before us. As women we feel that in a way, we are all up there on
display. Ye are reduced, as so often happens, to bits of bodies -
breasts, wombs, vaginas, er iniums, and we ask again, is it all

neccessgary? And we remind ourselves Joanne ilayes is not on trial.

cconta.



(cont.)

What type of society do we live in that can allow this and similar
tragedies to occur? We see ourselves as a caring and Christian
Nation. We present ourselves to the world as a haven of moral
superiority. Our laws and our constitution may paint a picture of
society which many would like to see, but how far do they reflect

the real life situations of people in this country?

During the Amendment Referendum we jledged ourselves to care for
pregnant women - whether in or out of marriage. Tolerauce,
compassion, caring, support. Y“e heard these words sc often. But

so often they seem hollow to wouwien who see themselves in desparate
situations which drive them to desparate remedies. What forces
girls and women to feel so ashamed and frightened, to conceal
their pregnancies, to give birth alone and isclated in mental and

physical anguish.

This is not the first time it hitas bappened. We thiink of the unlmowi
mother who abanded her baby socon after birth on the Castleisland
roadside. We remember Ann Lovett - her tragic death and that of
her baby in a grotto in Granard this time last vear. We remember
Eileen Fiymn -- lcsing bher job and her livlihood for bearing the

chiid of the man she loved.

And now we think of Joanne ila yes, ashamed and frightened, giving

birth alone in a field bhind her home.

The worien and countless otiers are paying a high price - and what,

we ask are they paying for?

We ask how does it happen, and is it all peccessary? And again we

remind.ourselves, .Joanne !layves is not on trial.

Trolee Womens G’(oup.



