
Perseverance and Preservation 
 
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” (Phil 2:12-13) 
 
Our Responsibility “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the 

eternal life to which you were called when you 
made your good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses.” (1 Tim 6:12) 

 
God’s Work “To him who is able to keep you from falling and 

to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy.” (Jude 24) 

 
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no-one can snatch them out of my 
hand.” (John 10:27-28) 
 
Perseverance is Preservation 
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by 
God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in 
the last time.” (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
 
Where Is My Security? 
 
“The faith and love of the believer have their ebb and flow. They are subject 
to all sorts of fluctuation, but the security of the believer rests in the 
faithfulness of God… It is upon the determinativeness and stability of God’s 
gifts that our hearts must rest if we are not to be driven about by the 
fluctuating tempers of temperatures of our own experience.” (John Murray) 
 
How would you help someone who lacked assurance because: 
 
He thinks God can’t forgive the things he has done wrong? 
She does not feel close to God? 
He doesn’t feel he is making progress in the Christian life and 
is still wrestling with the same old temptations? 
 

Battles of the Heart #4 
Assurance 

 
What Is Assurance? 
 
“I know whom I have believed and am convinced that he is able to guard 
what I have entrusted to him for that day.” (2 Tim 1:12) 
 
Present certainty and future confidence 
 
Can I Have Assurance? 
 
“Those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he 
justified he also glorified. What, then, shall we say in response to this? If 
God is for us, who can be against us?” (Rom 8:29-31) 
 
Does that Mean ‘Once Saved Always Saved’? 
 
“We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so 
that we do not drift away.” (Heb 2:1) 
 
Must I Have Assurance? 
 
“Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and 
election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will 
receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:10-11) 
 
Discuss 
 
What causes Christians to lack assurance? 
 
What effect does a lack of assurance have on our lives? 
 
Where should we look to find assurance? 
 
 
 



What Are The Primary Grounds for Assurance 
 

a) Us? 
 
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many 
will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I 
will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evil doers!’” 
(Matt 7:21-23) 
 

b) God! 
 
“When the cross is clearly in view so, too, is the truth that only God can save 
us; when personal experience is dominant then the truth that only God can 
save is not. Then the gospel becomes human-centred and in the process the 
certainty of salvation and the joy of believing evaporate, for neither can be 
sustained simply on the vagaries of our internal experience.” (Wells) 
 
The Certainty of God and His Gospel 
 
Election “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whom I have compassion.” It does not, 
therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s 
mercy.” (Rom 9:15-16)  

 
Election is not a divisive, but a comforting doctrine! It is… “The family secret 
of the children of God. We do not know who else he has chosen among those 
who do not yet believe, nor why it was his good pleasure to choose us in 
particular. What we do know is, first, that had we not been chosen for life we 
would not be believers now, and, second, that as elect believers we may rely 
on God to finish in us the good work that he has started.” (Packer) 
 
Regeneration “I tell you the truth, no-one can see the kingdom of God 

unless he is born again.” (John 3:3) 
 
“Regeneration is… entirely the work of God the Holy Spirit. It raises the 
elect among the spiritually dead to new life in Christ (Eph 2:1-10) 
Regeneration is a transition from spiritual death to spiritual life, and 
conscious, intentional, active faith in Christ is its immediate fruit, not its 
immediate cause.” (Packer) 

 

Justification “There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” (Rom 
3:21-25) 

 
“Justification is a judicial act of God pardoning sinners, accepting them as 
just, and so putting permanently right their previously estranged 
relationship with himself… God’s justifying decision is the judgement of the 
Last Day, declaring where we shall spend eternity, brought forward into the 
present and pronounced here and now. It is the last judgement that will ever 
be passed on our destiny; God will never go back on it, however much Satan 
may appeal against God’s verdict. To be justified is to be eternally secure.” 
 
Adoption “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born 

of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, 
that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you 
are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 
Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer 
a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made 
you also an heir.” (Galatians, 4:4-7) 

 
My Trust in His Certain Gospel 
 
All of this is ours by faith alone. We trust God and his promises. 
 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him.” (John 3:16-17) 

 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.” (Acts 16:31) 
 
Evidence of My Trust in His Certain Gospel 
 
“The test of conversion is a life of convertedness.” (Wells) 
 
1 John 3:1-10 Growing in Holiness 
1 John 4:7-8  A Love For Other People 
Rom 5:5,   The Experience of A Relationship with God 
Rom 5:3-5 The Experience of Suffering as God’s Discipline 
 


