
Battles of the heart #6 
Greed 

“Greed is an illness of the soul, the worst type of decay.”   1

Money isn’t the problem…love is! 

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 1 Tim. 6.10 

Greed is idolatry and should be put to death. Colossians 3:5 

Misplaced love  

“God, for each one of us, is what we honour above all else, what we admire and 
love above all.”  2

Misplaced trust 

putting trust in our money… 

provokes a jealous King!  

“In the bible God is depicted, among other things, as a king. As king, he expects 
trust and confidence in his ability to provide for and protect his subjects.”  3

doesn’t work! 
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How would you describe greed? 

What effect do we see greed have in society? 

What effect do we see greed have in our lives?

Proverbs 18:10-11

1 Samuel 8:7-8

Habakuk 2:18-19 Proverbs 11:28



Misplaced service  
  

“No one sets out to become a salve of money, and most people do not 
recognise their servitude until it is too late. People wrongly assume that money 

is serving them.”  4

Greed leads to other sin 

“the alter of greed…strongly smells of human blood”, implying that the greedy 
oppress the poor and needy in their relentless drive for more. With reference to 

Cain, who “wanted to cheat God due to greed’, he explains that greed leads to a 
lack of love, and eventually to pride and even “hatred and contempt of fellow 

human beings”  5

Greeds waterfall of destruction 

A note of caution: 
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How easy/ difficult is greed to identify in our lives? 

Do you see signs of greed in your own life? 



The answer to greed: True Contentment 

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 
because God has said, “Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.”  

Hebrews 13:5 

True contentment found in the gospel of grace 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

Corinthians 8:9 

True contentment found by looking forward. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 

scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Hebrews 12:1-2 

True contentment found in true riches 

“If money offers to make us rich, God promises to outbid him. The difference is 
that God’s protestations of superiority over the other suitor, as so rarely in the 
human realm, are neither doubtful nor debatable. The riches God offers are in 

reality of far greater worth.”  6

Colossians 1:28, 2:2-3 

 Learning from a content man 

 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 
8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider 

them garbage, that I may gain Christ Philippians 3:7-8 
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Where do we go from here? 

Top tips from the apostle Paul 

Rejoice and be thankful 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among 

you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him 
Colossians 3:15-17 

Do not be anxious but pray 

Focus on what is excellent and praiseworthy 

Put what you have learned into practice 

and a  few other helpful things 

Be generous  

Be dependent  

Philippians 4:4-9

What aspects of the gospel most help you fight against greed? 

How can we help each other battle against greed? 

Spend some time in prayer and thankfulness to God.


