
Battles of the heart #6 
Pride 

“At every stage of our Christian development and in every sphere of our 
Christian discipleship, pride is the greatest enemy and humility our greatest 

friend.”  1

Whats wrong with a little pride… 

Why God hates pride… 

Pride: the first sin… 

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that 
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 

some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate it.” 

Pride: the essence of sin… 

“Pride is so serious because it does not just clash with other people; it clashes 
with God. It says “I am the centre of everything” when in fact, God is at the 
centre….so pride is the very essence of sin. Is is what leads me to refuse to 

submit to God and go my own way in the first place. The rejection of God’s 
authority then leads in turn to all other sins I commit.”  2

 C.J.Mahaney, Humility1

 Vaughn Roberts,  Battles Christians face2

How does the world view pride? 

What does pride do to our view of ourself? 

What does pride do to our view of God?



The distorting damage of pride 
 

Pride distorts your view of yourself in relation to God 

 …making you the centre of everything 

 …making you ruler and judge in opposition to God 

Pride distorts your view of yourself in relation to others 

 …making you quick to judge other 
  
 …making you quick to be judged by others 

Pride distorts your treatment of others 

 …making you value only those who boost your ego 

 … using them to fulfil your desire to be valuable 

Pride and self esteem 

 

Where do you see pride in your own life? 

What effect does it have?



The solution to pride: Gospel-humility 

The gospel shows us our true ‘esteem’ 

“In God you come up against something which is in every respect immeasurably 
superior to yourself. Unless you know God as that - and, therefore, know 

yourself as nothing in comparison - you do not know God at all.” 

The gospel shows Jesus 

The gospel gives a new ‘esteem’ 

The gospel gives us the perfect example 

“the essence of gospel-humility is not thinking more of myself or thinking less of 
myself, it is thinking of myself less.”  3

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 Keller,  The freedom of Self-Forgetfulness3

How does Jesus show is true humility? 

How does the good news of Jesus make us humble? 

How does the gospel help us to view others rightly?



Exposing my pride - some useful questions 

Do you get defensive or are you crushed when facing criticism? 

Do you look down on people? 

Do you ever think, I would never do that/be like that? 

Do you find yourself making every conversation about you? 

Do  you pray for others as much as yourself? 

Do you compare yourself to others? 

Do you hold a grudge when someone wrongs you? 

Do you get angry at unimportant things? 

Why is this such a big deal to you? 


