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Gender and Sexuality 
 
 

A. Where Do We Begin? 
 
 
 

B. Cultural Confusion 
 
What is  fundamental  to  my ident ity ,  and what is  not?  
 
Chaz Bono:  “Gender is between your ears, not between your legs.”  
 
Bruce Jenner: 
 
Rachel Dolezal: 
 
The Pope:  “The very notion of being – of what being human really means – is being called into 
  question… Sex is no longer a given element of nature, that man has to accept and 
  personally make sense of: it is a social role that we choose for ourselves, while in the 
  past it was chosen for us by society… People dispute the idea that they have a nature, 
  given by their bodily identity, that serves as a defining element of the human being. 
  They deny their nature and decide that it is not something previously given to them, 
  but that they make it for themselves.” (Pope Benedict XVI, 2012) 
 
Where do our genders  come from? 
 
Is it a social role we choose for ourselves? (Articulated by Chaz Bono)  
Is it a social role chosen for us by society? (Demonstrated by Caitlyn Jenner) 
Is it a given element of our nature? (Asserted by the Pope) 
 
 

C. Why Go To The Bible For The Answer? 
 
The Bible  is  the Word of  God 
 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 
Timothy 3:16) 
 
However ,  The B ible  Is  Uncomfortable  
 
“This is an issue of biblical authority. Despite much well intentioned theological fancy footwork to the 
contrary, it is difficult to see the Bible as expressing anything else but disapproval of homosexual 
activity, let alone having any conception of homosexual identity. The only alternatives are either to 
try to cleave to patterns of life and assumptions set out in the Bible, or to say that in this, as in much 
else, the Bible is simply wrong.” (Diarmaid MacCulloch, The Reformation: A History, 705) 
 
It  Is  a  Quest ion of  Author ity  
 
 

D. But Is The Bible Really That Clear? 
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E. The Bible, Gender and Sexuality 
 
 
Genesis 1:27 
 
“Male and female he created them.” 
 
If Gender is given, then Biblical definitions and expressions need to be allowed to challenge our 
desires. 
If Gender is given, then Biblical definitions and expressions need to be allowed to challenge our social 
stereotypes too. 
 
 
Genesis 2:23-24 
 
“The man said, “This is now bone of my bones 
  and flesh of my flesh; 
  she will be called ‘woman,’ 
  for she was taken out of man.” 
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.” 
 
 
Genesis 3:16b 
 
As a result of the fall, God says to the woman. “Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule 
over you.” 
 
 
Mark 7:20-23 
 
“What comes out of a person is what defiles them. For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that 
evil thoughts come – sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, 
envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and defile a person.” 
 
 
Matthew 19:3-6 
 
“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and 
said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, 
let no one separate.” 
 
 
Leviticus 18 and 20 
 
“Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.” (Leviticus 
18:22) 
“If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what is 
detestable.” (Leviticus 20:13) 
 
We shouldn’t start with the presumption that the Mosaic covenant is irrelevant. 
 
 
Jesus didn’t think Leviticus was obscure or peripheral. 
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Romans 1:18-32 
 
Three exchanges: 
1. V21-23 The glory of God is exchanged for the foolishness of idolatry 
2. V24-25 The truth about God is exchanged for a lie 
3. V26-27 Natural relations with members of the opposite sex are exchanged for unnatural 
  relations with those of the same sex 
 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
 
“Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither 
the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the 
greedy nor drunkards nor slanders nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what 
some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 
 
 

F. Are You Sure We Are Talking About The Same Kind of Thing? 
 
“Some interpreters, seeking to mitigate Paul’s harshness, have read the passage [Romans 1] as condemning not 
homosexuals generally but only heterosexual men and women who experimented with homosexuality. 
According to this interpretation, Paul’s words were not directed as “bona fide” homosexuals in committed 
relationships. But such a reading, however well-intentioned, seems strained and unhistorical. Nowhere does Paul 
or any other Jewish writer of this period imply the least acceptance of same-sex relations under any 
circumstances. The idea that homosexuals might be redeemed by mutual devotion would have been wholly 
foreign to Paul or any Jew or early Christian.” (Louis Crompton, a gay man and a pioneer in queer studies – in 
Homosexuality and Civilisation, 144) 
 
 

G. Where Does That Leave The Gay Christian? 
 
“I have found two biblical images to be especially apt descriptions of my life as a homosexual Christian. Both 
are from Paul’s letters. The first is found in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11… Paul paints a bleak picture, not least for those 
who feel the stinging indictment at his mention of homosexuality. But the picture is not finished. “And such were 
some of you,” Paul says, with an emphasis on how things have changed: “such were some of you” – formerly – in 
the past. “You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the Spirit of our God.”… 
 
The second image that describes my struggle comes from Romans 8:23-25. Along with the fallen inanimate 
creation, “we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies.” Paul pictures Christian believers as having a “down payment” – the Holy 
Spirit – on their future inheritance. But indwelt by the Spirit, we not only feel happiness at the pledge but also a 
gut-wrenching hunger for its consummation. Like mothers experiencing labour pains, we can only wait… 
 
So much of my life as a homosexual Christian… has simply been learning how to wait, to be patient, to endure, 
to bear up under an unwelcome burden for the long haul… Washed and wait ing . That is my life – my identity 
as one who is forgiven and spiritually cleansed and my struggle as one who perseveres with a frustrating thorn in 
the flesh, looking forward to what God has promised to do.” (Wesley Hill, 49-50) 
 
 

H. The Church and Homosexuality 
 
“The reason that the Bible’s teaching on homosexuality sounds so unreasonable is because of a whole 
number of missteps that the church herself has taken over the years; a whole host of ways in which 
evangelicals have become too shaped by the world around us. Correct our mistakes and what Jesus 
says about sex and relationships will become more plausible, will sound, again, more like life to the 
full. And that will be good news for all of us.” (Shaw, 26) 
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Misstep 1: Your Identity Is Your Sexuality 
 
 
Misstep 2: A Family Is Mum, Dad and 2.4 Children 
 
“While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak 
to him. Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.” 
He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers? Pointing to his disciples, he said, 
“here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother.” (Matthew 12:46-50) 
 
Misstep No 3: If It Makes You Happy, It Must Be Right 
 
“The law of the Lord is perfect, 
refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
Making wise the simple. 
The precepts of the Lord are right, 
Giving joy to the heart.” (Psalm 19:7-9) 
 
Misstep No 4: Sex Is Where True Intimacy Is Found 
 
“If our churches put as much time and energy into promoting good friendships as they do good 
marriages, life would be much easier for people like me.” (Shaw, 75) 
 
Missstep No 5: Men and Women Are Equal and Interchangeable 
 
“The last scene in the Bible is the new heaven and the new earth, and the symbol for that is the 
marriage of Christ and his church. It’s not just one or two verses here and there which say this or that. 
It’s an entire narrative which works with this complementarity so that a male-plus-female marriage 
is a signpost or a signal about the goodness of the original creation and God’s intention for the 
eventual new heavens and new earth.” (NT Wright) 
 
Misstep No 6: Celibacy is Bad For You 
 
“I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of you has your own gift from God; one has this gift, 
another has that.” (1 Corinthians 7:7) 
 
Misstep No 7: Suffering Is To Be Avoided 
 
Mark 8:31 Jesus came to suffer and die 
Mark 8:32-33 Suffering was as unpopular then as it is now 
Mark 8:34 The Christian life is marked by a denial of oneself and a wiliness to suffer in obedience 
  to Jesus 
 
 

I. The Challenge To Us All 
 
 

J. The Church and the World 
 
“Because of the expectation gay friends will have about how Christians will respond to them, we need 
to make every effort to let them know that we are for them and not against them… We need to love 
them more than their gay friends do, and we need to love them more than they love their 
homosexuality. Only then can we begin to point to the greater love that God has for them.” (Sam 
Allberry) 


