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Has Science Killed God? 

 

What questions are asked about the relationship between Science and Christianity? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Why the Apparent Clash? 

 

“The almighty can no longer claim to have authored every species in under a week, you’ve killed 

God sir.” 

 

“Suppose the whole world stopped believing that God had any sort of plan for us.” 

 

 

B. Science has killed God 

 

“Historically, religion aspired to explain our own existence and the nature of the universe in which we 

find ourselves. In this role, it is now completely superseded by science.” (Richard Dawkins) 

 

In short, science has killed God. 

 

But can science really explain everything?  

 

C. What is Science? 

 

Seeking to explain or describe the events of nature in a reproducible way, and using these 

reproductions to make useful predictions. 

 

Science deals with the WHAT and the HOW questions. 
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D. Aunty Mabel’s Cake 

 

 

 

 

E. A Brief Step Into Silly Science 

 

Reductionism says that if we know enough detail about the HOW and WHAT, we also get the 

answers to the WHY and WHO. 

 

Peter Atkins, a professor of Chemistry at the University of Oxford: 

 

“There is no reason to suppose that science cannot deal with every aspect of existence. Only 

the religious – among whom I include not only the prejudiced but the underinformed – hope there is 

a dark corner of the physical universe, or of the universe of experience, that science can never hope to 

illuminate. But science has never encountered a barrier, and the only grounds for supposing that 

reductionism will fail are pessimism on the part of scientists and fear in the minds of the religious.” 

 

Sound-science is a fascinating observation that my Ford Mondeo is powered by the internal 

combustion engine, and a scintillating description of how that engine works. 

 

Silly-science is deducing from that that the car has no use, and there is no, nor ever has been a Mr 

Ford. 

 

F. Science V Christianity: A Category Mistake 

 

 

 

G. Naturalism V Christianity: The Real Fight 

 

Naturalism is the belief that there is nothing but nature. The universe is a closed system of cause and 

effect. 

 

Astronomer Carl Sagan, “The cosmos is all there is, or was, or ever shall be.” 

 

Colossians 1:16-17 “By Jesus all things were created, in heaven and on earth…all things were created 

through him and for him…in him all things hold together.” 
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H. Naturalism And Evolution 

 

 

 

I. Christianity And Evolution 

 

 “Who is our God?” 

 

Gen 1:1, Is 66:2, Col 1:16, Heb 11:3, Rev 4:11. 

 

Ps 104, Job 39:26-27, Ps 147:8-9, Matt 6:25-34, Col 1:17.  

 

“Finding a natural cause for an event is no reason to dismiss God as the fundamental cause. In fact, the word 

“natural" is rather inappropriate, especially if it is contrasted to “supernatural”. In the end, there is no difference 

between the two, in the Bible’s view. All causes within the world are ultimately caused by God. So even the most 

complete scientific theory, with every causal chain thoroughly described, is no reason to conclude that God is not 

there. From the Bible’s viewpoint, it is merely an elaborate description of the wise order that God has created, and 

now sustains, in the world. The two are not competing explanations; they are both true explanations.” (Kirsten Birkett, 

Unnatural Enemies, 104) 

 

“Christians…believe that God is intimately involved in creating and sustaining every aspect of the universe in all its 

details. Creation is a seamless cloth of God’s activity…Within this biblical framework the term ‘creation’ refers not to a 

particular mechanism for explaining the origins of biological diversity, but to the relationship between God and 

everything that exists…The modern tendency to look for God at the boundaries of our present knowledge is quite alien 

to biblical thought…The concept of creation is not therefore in any sense a rival to the biological theory of evolution. 

Evolution can simply be viewed as the mechanism that God chooses to bring biological diversity into being.” (Denis 

Alexander, Beyond Belief, 120) 

 

 

J. Everyone Has An Ultimate 

 

“It seems impossible that you could get something from nothing, but the fact that once there was nothing and now 

there is a universe is evident proof that you can.” (Bill Bryson, A Brief History of Everything) 

 

 

“It is difficult to discuss the beginning of the universe without mentioning the concept of God. My work on the origin of 

the universe is on the borderline between science and religion, but I try to stay on the scientific side of the border. It is 

quite possible that God acts in ways that cannot be described by scientific laws.” (Stephen Hawking, A Life In Science) 
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K. What then is the Ultimate Ultimate? 

 

Who am I? 

 

“You, your joys and your sorrows, your memories and ambitions, your sense of personal identity and free will, are in 

fact no more than the behaviour of a vast assembly of nerve cells and their associated molecules.” (Francis Crick) 

 

Why am I here? 

 

“The universe is nothing but a collection of atoms in motion, human beings are simply machines for propagating DNA, 

and the propagation of DNA is a self-sustaining process. It is every living object’s sole reason for living.” (Richard 

Dawkins) 

 

“Human babies are not born self-aware or capable of grasping their lives over time. They are not persons. Hence their 

lives would seem to be no more worthy of protection than the life of a foetus.” (Singer, Rethinking life and death) 

 

“We are free to choose what we are to be, because we have no essential nature, that is, no given purpose outside 

ourselves. Unlike say, an apple tree that has come into existence as a result of someone else’s plan, we simply exist, 

and the rest is up to us” (Singer, How are we to live?) 

 

 

L. Conclusion 

 

Science and Christianity are not natural enemies. 

 

Science is a noble and worthy task, that Christians should be engaging in and grappling with. The how 

and what questions are marvellous God glorifying questions.  

 

Ultimate answers will have to come from outside the universe. 

 

Christians claim God has provided ultimate answers, in the pages of Scripture, and the person of 

Jesus, His death and Resurrection. 


