
   
GODAN Action at the Africa Open Data Conference, Accra 
 
The GODAN Action team took part in the African Open Data Conference in Accra, Ghana, in 
July 2017. During the conference, the team organised a panel session around capacity 
development and gave a presentation of the project, calling for new contacts and ideas 
around weather data.  
 
Panel Session: Open Data policy for Agriculture and Nutrition - Capacity development 
aspects 
 
A panel session on ‘Open Data policy for Agriculture and Nutrition - Capacity development 
aspects’ was held on the 20th of July. The session followed on from the GODAN Ministerial 
Conference in Kenya, where key regional stakeholders met to discuss ways of leveraging data 
to improve food and nutrition security in June 2017. The aim of the panel session was to assess 
and discuss: 

 Challenges and opportunities in Africa in the context of agriculture and nutrition open 
data government policy; and what capacities are required by the different stakeholders 
including government to support open data policies for agriculture and nutrition.  
 

The session brought together panellists from research, academia, civil society, government 
and policy sectors to discuss the issues along with the audience.  
Panel members 

 Lusike Wasilwa (KALRO, Kenya) 
 Pauline L’Hénaff (Open Data Institute, UK)  
 Kiringai Kamau (CANIS, Kenya) 
 Andre Jellema (GODAN) 
 Sonigitu Ekpe, (Cross River State Government, Nigeria) 

 
Session programme 
Chipo Msengezi, CTA welcomed the participants and explained the objectives of the session.   
 
Mr Kiringai Kamau kicked-off with a presentation discussing the outcomes of the Nairobi 
GODAN Ministerial Conference. The Ministerial Conference resolved to take urgent actions to 
achieve sustainable agriculture, reduce food insecurity, and nutritional challenges by 
renewing their commitments to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 
endeavouring to make more open data available as a means of assessing the progress on the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 
 
Thereafter, Mr Andre Jellema gave an overview of the Agriculture Open Data Package 
(AgPack) and described how the resource can provide a roadmap for governments to start 
publishing open data in support of the agricultural sector to enhance food security. 
 
Dr. Lusike Wasilwa expounded the role of open data in agriculture in empowerment for all, 
sharing experiences from Kenya, raising a lot of challenges  where open data could provide 
solutions. She highlighted the need to translate data into information that is useful for the 
farmer on the ground and the need for increasing stakeholder engagement, including farmers, 
in open data initiatives. 
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Ms. Pauline L’Hénaff shared about how the ODI’s Open Data Leadership Network (ODLN) 
brings together leaders of government open data initiatives to offer a space for sharing 
knowledge and ideas, discussing common challenges, best practices and learning from peers.  
She highlighted the African ODLN which took place alongside the Africa Open Data 
Conference, and focused on identifying and engaging open data users, developing an open 
data policy, and communicating the value of open data. 
 
Discussions opened up with Mr Sonigitu Ekpe, positing that one of the key challenges is the 
low level of awareness of the importance of open data and its potential benefits. Furthermore, 
he highlighted that in many African countries there is a lack of government collaboration with 
civil society. He recommended the need for a platform where civil society, government and 
academia can interface.  
 
 

Discussions 
The session identified that there are numerous challenges in Africa with open data in 
agriculture, which include Governments not having the right frameworks for data gathering, 
aggregation and dissemination; Not much interchange between government and farmers; 
Lack of good statistics and lack of coordination of the data that is available.  
 
Despite this, the discussions concluded that there are also opportunities where capacity can 
be developed: 

 Increasing citizen engagement by building capacity as to the importance of data and 
its potential to solve problems. 

 Awareness creation as to the value and importance of data within gove rnment 
ministries. The GODAN AgPack is a tool that can be used to support governments for 
this.  

 Developing the capacity of government so that they can invest in research or 
academia. 

 Transforming the practice of agricultural extension to leverage data for practical 
information to farmers. 

 Create data champions in every ministry to nurture the desire of government to 
participate and release data.  
 

It was recommended that capacity development should be done with a multi -sectoral 
approach and promote the 
development of organizational 
frameworks to support different 
actors in the agriculture value chain 
and data ecosystem. 
 
To this end, Mr Kiringai Kamau 
announced and launched the African 
Capacity Building Network (AACDI). 
This is an initiative well aligned to the 
GODAN Action objective of “Building 
the capacity and diversity of open 
data users, leading to more effective 
use of data by key stakeholders in Figure 1:Kiringai Kamau introducing AACDI  
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tackling agriculture and nutrition challenges”. The AACDI will be part of the GODAN Action 
Trainers Network to develop capacity building in Africa.  
 
 
 
Spotlight talk on GODAN Action – 21 July 2017 
 
The GODAN Action team, represented by Pauline L’Hénaff  (Open Data Institute), gave a 
presentation of the project at the Africa Open Data Conference on the 21st of July 2017.  
 
The presentation aimed at introducing the audience to the general objective of the project 
and the different activities taking place on so far. 
 
This was an opportunity to present the work done around open data standards (mapping the 
existing ones and developing recommendations), around impact assessment, as well as 
around capacity building (developing online courses and face-to-face training materials).  
 
Pauline concluded by requesting the audience to contact the GODAN Action team for 
collaboration on the theme of the year (2017) - weather data.  
 
Indeed, people working on initiatives around weather data and wishing to collaborate can 
contact Rob Lockers from Wageningen Research (rob.lokers@wur.nl) and keep an eye on the 
GODAN Action website. 
 
 
 
-- 
Chipo Msengezi, CTA 
Pauline L’Henaff, ODI 
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