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Foreword

Since its inception in Brussels in November 2005, the European Platform of Women
Scientists EPWS has become a well-known strategic instrument in European research
policy. The Platform complements various initiatives taken at the European level to
ensure better participation of women scientists at all stages of the research process.
EPWS is also involved in the research policy debate, calling for a better inclusion of the
gender dimension in research and innovation. Gender equality and the integration of
the gender dimension in research content and research making are two decisive preconditions for excellence in science, research and innovation. These prerequisites are
indispensable for the full realisation of Science with and for Society, as aimed for by
the European Commission.
Networks of women scientists and organisations, committed to gender equality and the
integration of the gender dimension in science and research, are of key importance to
the research process. Not only are they instrumental in the empowerment of women
scientists in general, but they also are central in the effort to increase the number of
women scientists in top positions and to make the voice of women scientists heard
in the research policy debate at regional, national, and European level. The Platform’s
most important asset, therefore, are its member organisations, representing about
twelve thousand researchers in all disciplines in Europe and beyond.
To give its member networks more national and international visibility and to contribute
to enhancing their impact, EPWS started to encourage its full members to introduce
themselves on the EPWS website, in a section titled ‘Association of the Month’. The
interviews received widely spread public interest. We therefore decided, additionally, to
compile and publish the first 27 interviews so far conducted, in a version updated in
May 2017, in the present booklet. This would make them available, in compact form,
to networks, individual women scientists and to other interested stakeholders looking
for collaboration partners in a European country.
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As all EPWS activities and services need to rely on the voluntary work and input of
EPWS members, editing a small booklet is a major task. I am very happy that this task
has been successfully completed.
The following contributions give an excellent insight into the nature, variety, mission
and function of European networks of women scientists, important partners in the research process! So, I look forward to a wide dissemination of this booklet and I wish all
readers an inspiring reading.

Dr. Brigitte Mühlenbruch
EPWS President

Brussels, July 2017
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The European Platform of Women Scientists EPWS is an umbrella organisation
bringing together networks of women scientists and organisations committed to
gender equality in research, so as to raise the voice of women scientists in the
European research policy debate. EPWS is concerned with all scientiﬁc disciplines
throughout the European Union (EU) and the countries associated with the EU
Programmes for Research and Technological Development.
EPWS member networks and organisations are of key importance to research and
the research policy process: they are striving for the empowerment of women
scientists, for increasing the number of women scientists in top positions and for
the integration of the gender dimension in science and research.
This booklet gathers the updated versions of the ﬁrst 27 interviews with EPWS full
member associations which have been published since 2015 in the ‘Association of
the Month’ section of the EPWS website www.epws.org. It gives an excellent insight
into the nature, variety, missions and functions of European networks of women
scientists and their contributions to the research policy debate at regional,
national, and international levels.
The booklet can also be very useful to stakeholders looking for collaboration
partners in a European country.

our sponsors:

Director of publication: Dr. Brigitte Mühlenbruch
Coordination: Prof. Claudine Hermann

www. e p ws . o r g
c o nt a c t @e p ws . o r g

