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NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Readers,
The next FEMM committee meetings will take place on Tuesday 10 October and on
Monday 16 October. Members will also take part in a joint committee meeting with
LIBE on 12 October. 
As you can see, in the next few weeks we are going to deal with topics related to
economic and social affairs and the external dimension of women’s rights and
gender equality. We will have quite a hectic agenda full of truly interesting hearings
and workshops.

I would like to firstly highlight the two hearings that we will host related to the rights
and wellness of women with specific needs or with tough health conditions.
The hearing on the situation and rights of women with disabilities will allow our members to know the problems that these women
face and to consider practical solutions for protecting and promoting their rights. On the other hand, the hearing on the EU
strategy against women's cancers will allow us to look deeper into the situation of those patients that suffer cancers that exist
predominantly among or are exclusive to women such as breast, uterus and cervical cancers. Unfortunately, as in other women
related topics, these types of cancers do not receive the attention that they deserve. The hearing will assess the EU's health and
anti-cancer strategies in order to learn and improve how these cancers are prevented, diagnosed and treated.

Finally I want to call your attention to the workshop that we will host on eradicating gender stereotypes. Members and experts will
discuss how gender stereotypes affect equality and how combating and reflecting on masculinities can bring support to the cause
of gender equality. The UN Commission on the Status of Women in 2004 recognised that “everyone benefits from gender equality
and that the negative impacts of gender inequality are borne by society as a whole and emphasize, therefore, that men and boys,
through taking responsibility themselves and working jointly in partnership with women and girls, are essential to achieving the
goals of gender equality, development and peace”.
 
Stay with us and follow our meetings via the Webstream!

10 OCTOBER 2017

Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment: Transforming the Lives of Girls and Women
through EU External Relations 2016-2020) – Exchange of views

The gender action plan for development 2016-2020 is a new framework for the EU's activities on gender equality
and women's empowerment in the EU's external relations, proposing a refreshed approach for the EU's policy and
political commitments on gender equality. Its aim is a more effective delivery of concrete results for girls and
women.
 

The exchange of views will include the participation of UN WOMEN and Plan International and it will provide input
for the implementation report on the same topic, on which on which FEMM and DEVE Committees are working.
The Co-rapporteurs are Ms Dubravka Suica (EPP, Croatia) on behalf of FEMM and Ms Linda McAvan (S&D, UK)
on behalf of DEVE.
Link to the procedure

http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/common/banners/2016_directorate_c_femm_newsletter_v01.png
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2012%28INI%29


The situation and rights of Women with disabilities – Public Hearing

The hearing will serve as an opportunity to provide input for the own initiative report on the same topic, on
which the Committee will work in 2018 (Rapporteur: Rosa Estaràs Ferragut, EPP, Spain). The invited experts
will share their views and propose practical solutions for protecting and promoting the rights of women with
disabilities. The hearing will count on the presence of Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez (EDF Vice-President and
CERMI Women’s Foundation Executive Vice-President), Ms. Thérèse Kempeneers-Foulon (Director General
of Inclusion asbl), Ms. Julia Probst (inclusion activist and blogger) and Ms. Valérie Van Hees, coordinator of
the Belgian Support Point for Inclusive Education in Higher Education (SIHO).
Link to the Event
 
 

Eradicating Gender Stereotypes: feminist perspectives on masculinity - Workshop

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) along with the Policy Department C is
organizing a workshop entitled "Eradicating gender stereotypes: Feminist perspectives on masculinity". It will
be focused on men and masculinities and on men and gender equality. The experts who will speak on the
subject are Ms Elli Scambor, Research Institute at Men's Counselling Centre, Graz, Austria; Mr Christian
Veske, Stakeholder Relations Officer, European Institute for Gender Equality, Vilnius, Lithuania; Kate Doyle,
Senior Program Officer at Promundo, Brussels, Belgium; and Mr Erik Melander, Professor, Department of
Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, Sweden.
Link to the Event

Gender equality in EU trade agreements – Consideration of draft report (jointly with INTA)

Research has shown that trade and investment agreements have different effects on men and women, and
countless studies have clearly demonstrated that trade is not a “gender neutral” policy area. The aim of the
co-rapporteurs, Ms Malin Björk (GUE-NGL, Sweden) on behalf of FEMM and Ms Eleonora Forenza (GUE-
NGL, Italy) on behalf of INTA, in the draft report is to present concrete recommendations on what the EU
could do to ensure that trade policies reflect gender equality objectives. The document is structured into
three pillars dealing with general considerations and objectives; sector specific considerations an
objectives; and actions needed at EU level.
Link to the procedure
 

12 OCTOBER 2017

The European Protection Order (EPO) - Public Hearing

The EPO Directive was initiated by a group of twelve states and came into force in January 2011. This judicial
co-operation tool is based on the principle of mutual recognition, which means that protection orders issued in
one Member State have to be recognized and enforced in another Member State. One of the main
challenges in the application of this instrument is to ensure that the protection of victims is not hampered by
the diversity of national measures. The hearing will bring valuable insights for the preparation of an
implementation report whose co-rapporteurs are Ms Jiménez Becerril (EPP, Spain) on behalf of FEMM, and
Ms Soraya Post (S&D, Sweden) on behalf of LIBE. The report will assess how the mechanism set up by the
Directive 2011/99/EU was applied in the Member States concerned.
Link to the procedure

 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/events-hearings.html?id=20171002CHE02501
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/events-workshops.html?id=20171004WKS00841
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2015%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2016/2329%28INI%29


16 OCTOBER 2017

The next MFF: Preparing the Parliament’s position on the MFF post-2020 - Consideration of
draft opinion

The rapporteur, Ms García Pérez (S&D, Spain) recalls the joint declaration from November 2013 by the
Parliament, the Council and the Commission where it was agreed that the annual budgetary procedures
applied to the MFF would integrate, as appropriate, gender-responsive elements and calls for a renewed
commitment and monitoring thereof. She also stresses that gender budgeting must become an integral part
of the budgetary procedure at all its stages, and advocates the explicit mention of gender equality in the
relevant heading and a separate budget line for the Daphne programme. The rapporteur underlines the
importance of sufficient financing under the European structural and investment funds of measures
supporting good-quality education, employability, entrepreneurship and job creation for women and girls.
Link to the procedure

An EU strategy against Women's cancers – Public Hearing

One in three Europeans develop cancer during his or her lifetime, which is an immense social and economic
cost for the EU. Certain forms of cancer, such as breast, uterus and cervical and other cancers affecting
female reproductive tract, exist predominantly among or are exclusive to women. Although widespread, these
types of cancers do not receive the necessary attention from the general public and from policy makers. This
hearing aims to look at the current situation in the prevention, screening, diagnosis, and treatment of women’
s cancers and assess the EU's health and anti-cancer strategies in this area. The experts who will speak on
the subject are Alessandra Campitelli, psychologist and collaborator of support organisations, Wendy Yared,
Director, Association of European Cancer Leagues and Karen Benn, Deputy CEO, Europa Donna (The
European Breast Cancer Coalition). The hearing will serve as input to the rapporteur Daniela Aiuto (EFDD,
Italy) who will be in charge of the upcoming report on the subject.

Link to the Event

Women, gender equality and climate justice - Consideration of draft report

The draft report, whose rapporteur is Ms Linnéa Engström (Greens/EFA, Sweden) intends to investigate the
gender dimension of climate change and investigate measures to support women in their actions to adapt
to the changing climate in the EU and around the world. Climate change impacts women and men
differently, with women more likely to face greater negative consequences. Thus, it is important to factor in
these differences into climate change mitigation and adaption strategies and to include women’s voices in
the formulation of such policies.
Link to the procedure

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2052%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/events-hearings.html?id=20171002CHE02541
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2086%28INI%29


Gender Equality in the Media Sector in the EU - Consideration of the working document

The 4th World Conference on Women in Beijing of 1995 recognised the relationship between women and the
media as important to achieve equality between women and men and has hence incorporated two relevant
strategic aims into the Beijing Platform for Action: a) to increase the participation and access of women to
expression and decision-making in and through media and new technologies of communication and b) to
promote a balanced and non-stereotyped portrayal of women in the media. Since then, the European Institute
for Gender Equality has developed specific indicators to help monitor the implementation of these aims.
The objective of the rapporteur, Ms Michaela Šojdrová (EPP, Czech Republic) is to analyse the state of
affairs in the media sector in terms of gender equality in view of both strategic aims. The focus of the
assessment is the extent to which women are currently represented in top positions in the media industry as

well as the nature of state or company policies and measures put in place for the purpose of improving the industry's gender
balance.
 

The next FEMM committee meeting:

Monday 6 November 2017, from 15.00 to 18.30

 

Brussels
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