
2. Taken away by guards 
Luke 22:47-54 

 
 
 
Big Idea: King Jesus is betrayed and arrested into the hands of his enemies, but he is in 
total control.  
 
 
Parents Notes  
Last week we saw Jesus enter into Jerusalem on a donkey and praised as the King, but this 
week we see Him betrayed by one of his friends, arrested and delivered into the hands of his 
enemies. The contrast is stark, and yet the King is in complete control throughout the whole 
scene.  
 
First, we see the reaction of Jesus to the betrayal of Judas, he was not taken unawares (See 
22:21-22). Jesus already knows why Judas has come, even though his enemies arrived in the 
dark, at a remote place without warning led by one of his closest friends. Jesus responds, 
“Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” The question shows Jesus 
foreknowledge, hints at irony and demonstrates his authority. 
 
Secondly, we see the reaction of the disciples to the arrest. Jesus was calm in the face of his 
enemies; the disciples were not. They asked Jesus’ permission to fight, but they couldn’t wait 
for an answer before swinging their swords! Fighting their way out was the only option they 
can imagine. But not Jesus, he was in total control. He rebukes the disciples and shows 
compassion on his enemy by healing his ear.  
 
Lastly, we see the reaction of Jesus to his arrest. He willingly allows them to arrest him.  They 
treat him like violent criminal and do it all under the cover of darkness. He says, “But this is 
your hour – when darkness reigns”, the forces of evil are having their way for a time. But it’s 
only for a short time because Jesus is in control and God is sovereign.  
 
 
Get Going 
Pray together before you begin. 

 
Pray ask God to help you and your family to remember that King Jesus is in control of all 
things. He was at the time of his arrest and he is now.  
 
3-5s – Show the kids a picture of some handcuffs. Get the children to identify the handcuffs 
and then talk about why someone gets put in handcuffs. 
 
5-7s – Blindfold challenge – tie a tie / tea towel / anything really, around someone’s head. 
Spin them around. Everyone else stands at the other end of the room. Direct them around 
the room so they can find you without hurting themselves!  
 
Ask: How did you find being blind? Was it dangerous? How did you know where to go? You 
had to listen to the person who could see!  
 
8-11s – Show the children pictures of people who are in control of specific situations. E.g A 
referee in amongst some footballers, a teacher in a classroom, police arresting someone. Ask 
them who is in control in each of the scenarios, ask how they know that. 
 
 



Songs  
1. Long Live the King (Get Ready – EMU Music) https://youtu.be/1S_ZYsWyM68 
2. Boss of the Cross (The Jesus Hokey Pokey – Colin Buchanan) 

https://youtu.be/SMi7EnKUA5U  
3. Super Saviour (Super Saviour – Colin Buchanan) https://youtu.be/TclGT1utHhE 
4. The Passion Part 1: Gethsemane (Masterplan – Ben Pakula) 

https://youtu.be/ayj9oDq_8Ik 
 
 
Teaching Time  
Click on the link below and select the appropriate video for the corresponding age group. 
 
https://dundonald.org/live-stream 
  
3-5s – Before you watch the video read ‘Jesus is Arrested and Crucified’ from The Beginners 
Bible 

5-7s – Watch the video and then head over to the questions!  
 
8-11s – Watch the video and then find the questions. You’ll need your Bible with you! 
 
Note: Once you have watched the video find the appropriate page for how we can respond 
to the teaching time.  
 
 
 
3-5s – Digging Deeper  
 
Explanation & Activities 
Last week we learnt that Jesus is our King. 
Remember when Jesus road into Jerusalem on the donkey? 
Let’s shout and do the actions together: 
 
Hosanna! Hosanna!  
Jesus is the King.  
Hosanna! Hosanna!  
Jesus is God’s King.   
 
Sadly, not everyone believed Jesus was the King.  
They said he told lies about God. 
They had Jesus arrested like he was a criminal at night-time. 
But Jesus let them arrest him, even though he truly is God’s King. 
Jesus was in control. 
He did this because it was all part of God’s plan. 
 
Act out Jesus being arrested: 
 
Need:  

- 1 adult to be a soldier 
- 1 child to be Jesus 
- Sheets or towels or tea towels to dress up the soldier and Jesus.  

 
Note: Keep it simple as you are just trying to illustrate for the kids that King Jesus was 
arrested like a criminal and he willingly let them. However, if you also have other older 
children in your family then you can add in Judas & Peter and fill out the scene more. 
 
Action: 
The soldier can march into the room and say, 
‘We are here to arrest you Jesus’! (if Judas is in the scene, Judas can also go up and kiss 
Jesus). 
Jesus can then hold out his hands and have a small rope or band tied around his hands by 
the soldier.  



Then Jesus can say (another adult can say the phrase bit by bit and child repeats) 
‘This is your hour, and the power of darkness, I will let you arrest me’! 
Then the soldier and Jesus can walk out of the room.  
Repeat the scene again. 
 
At the end of the activity say: 
Jesus let the guards arrest him at night-time. 
He even went willingly with the soldiers. 
Jesus was in control.  
He did this because he knew it was all part of God’s plan.  
God’s plan was to save us, to fix the friendship between us and God.  
And next week we are going to learn more about God’s plan to save us by fixing the 
friendship between us and God and what that means for us. 
 
 
Hosanna! Hosanna!   
Jesus is the King.   
Hosanna! Hosanna!   
Jesus is God’s King.   
 
Then he was arrested like a criminal at night! 
But it was all part of God’s plan. 
He let them arrest him like a criminal at night! 
But it was all part of God’s plan. 
 
 
Craft – Make Paper Handcuffs 
 
Make paper handcuffs using toilet roll inner tubes / card and string.  
Cut the tube open lengthways and then cut it in half to make two cuffs. Or staple a strip of 
card together to make a ring that can slip on and off the child’s hand.  
Punch a hole in each cuff and tie string between them.  
On one cuff write ‘They arrested Jesus and took him away’ Luke 22:54.  
On the other, write ‘Jesus was still in control’.  
The children can decorate the cuffs with colours or stickers.  
 
 

Ask:  Who did the soldiers come to get at night time? Jesus.  
Was Jesus still in charge? Yes!  
How do you know? He didn’t run away. He wasn’t afraid.  

 

Pray – Dear Jesus, thank you are always in control. Thank you we do not need to be afraid.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5-7s – Digging Deeper 
 
Read – Luke 22:47-54 - you could use The Beginners Bible (NIrV)  
 
Did you spot it? 

- Who came to Jesus at night time? 
- What happened when they arrived?  
- What did Jesus’ disciples do? 
- What did Jesus do?  

 
Work it Out 

- Why were the disciples afraid? 
- Why did Jesus not fight? Why was Jesus not afraid? 

 
Live it Out 

- Can you remember the last time you felt afraid?  
- Are you scared about the coronavirus? 
- When you are afraid, do you think Jesus is afraid? What is Jesus afraid of? 
- How can that help us? 

 
Stretch Yourself  

- Why did Jesus heal the ear of the servant? What does this tell us about Jesus? 
- Jesus tells the soldiers that they could have arrested him on any day, why do you 

think they came at night-time?  
 
 
Pray – Thank Jesus that he is in control, even when his disciples were scared! Ask God to 
help to trust him when we are scared. 
 
 
Activities 
 
Craft Ideas 
What scares you? Let them draw or write things onto a piece of paper that scares them. 
Talk about how Jesus can help us when we are afraid of those things. You could go through 
and cross out the things that Jesus isn’t afraid of! 
 
Make handcuffs – Make paper handcuffs using toilet roll inner tubes / card and string.  
Cut the tube open lengthways and then cut it in half to make two cuffs. Or staple a strip of 
card together to make a ring that can slip on and off the child’s hand.  
Punch a hole in each cuff and tie string between them.  
On one cuff write ‘They arrested Jesus and took him away’ Luke 22:54.  
On the other, write ‘Jesus was still in control’.  
The children can decorate the cuffs with colours or stickers.  
 
 
Game – Repeat the blindfold game from earlier, but this time with their hands tied behind 
their back like handcuffs! Or play ‘Blind Man’s Bluff’, but spinning them around while 
blindfolding and others stand still in the room. The blindfolded person has to walk around 
carefully and try to find them! 
 
 
 
 



8-11s – Digging Deeper 
 
Read – Luke 22:47-54 
Keep the Bibles open to encourage the kids to find answers from the passage.  
 
Did you spot it? 
Where is Jesus and who is he with? (look back to v.39) 
 
What have the crowd come to do? (v.54) 

• What are they armed with? (v.52) 
o How is this different to the crowd we read about last week? 

 
What do Jesus’ disciples want to do? (v.49) 
 
What does Jesus do? (vv.51, 53-54) 
 
Work it out 
Why do you think Jesus’ disciples wanted to fight? 
 
Why was Jesus not afraid?  

• What does he do that shows us he wasn’t? 
 
Why do you think Jesus let himself be taken away and arrested? 
 
Live it out 
When are some times that you think Jesus isn’t in control? 

• Do you think that Jesus is in control of the Coronavirus? 
 
What are some things that you are afraid of? 

• Do you think Jesus is afraid of these things? 
 
How can this help us when we are scared of things? 
 
Pray  
  
Stretch Yourself  
Why does Jesus call himself the Son of Man in v.48? What does he mean when he says this? 
 
Why do you think Jesus heals the ear of the Chief Priest’s servant? 

• What does this show us about Jesus? 
 
Jesus tells the soldiers that they could have arrested him on any day, why do you think they 
came at night-time?  
 
When Jesus says, ‘This is your hour – when darkness reigns’, what do you think he means? 
 
Activity 
You need paper plates or pieces of card(board) that must be larger than a child’s hand. 
Compete in pairs. Each person balances a paper plate on the palm of their hand. They may 
not hold it there. 
 
Each person must now try to knock the other person’s plate off their hand using their paper 
plate. They cannot use their free hand and they can’t touch or hold their opponent with their 
sword hand. You may want to use a ruler for the sword or a pen.  
 
 


