
3. Saved! Just in time 
Luke 23:32-43 

 
 
 
Big Idea: Jesus the King chose to save us rather than himself. 
 
 
Parents Notes  
Since the last session where Jesus was arrested, he was unfairly tried, beaten, and 
condemned to die on a cross though he was innocent of all charges. It’s a total shock to see 
Jesus, the King, dying like a criminal on a cross. But even as it is happening, we are shown 
the reason why — so that sinners who know they deserve punishment can be saved from 
their sins and brought into this kingdom. 
 
This story is quite incredible, because Jesus chooses to save sinners, rather than save 
himself. He was nailed to a cross like a criminal, to die a gruesome death. The soldiers 
mocked him and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself” (v.37), but instead he 
stays on that cross and swaps his life for us and dies the death all people deserve, in order to 
offer the forgiveness of sins and bring salvation to all who believe. Ironically, Jesus could 
have easily got down from the cross, for he was in fact the King of the Jews, but he chose 
not too! 
 
The two criminals were led out with Jesus to die. All three would have been stripped naked, 
nailed through the wrists and feet then left to die a slow, excruciating death in a very public 
place, and yet, Luke tells us nothing of this fact, rather tells us something of the character 
and attitude of teach three men, 
 
First, we see Jesus a) who though unjustly condemned to die and innocent of all charges, 
prays for the Roman soldiers to be forgiven for murdering their creator and b) who is the 
fulfilment of God’s eternal plan. Right back in Psalm 22:18, King David prophesied that the 
forsaken one would have his clothes divided by casting lots.  
 
Secondly, we see the criminals. One criminal called to Jesus, if you are really the King, then 
“get yourself off the cross”, because if Jesus did have the power to save himself, then he 
would not let himself die. But the other criminal recognises that Jesus is truly the King and 
comes to these conclusions: 
 

1. Sin deserves punishment. They are getting what they deserve. 
2. Jesus deserves no punishment because he lived a perfect life. Jesus is innocent. He 

has done nothing wrong. EVER. He does not deserve any punishment at all.  
3. Jesus alone can save sinners for heaven forever. Jesus’ mercy is the only way for 

people to be saved.  
 
This is the victory of the cross, that Jesus the King can save people from their sin and 
welcome sinners into paradise. He chose to save us instead of himself.  
 
 
Get Going 
Pray together before you begin. 
 
Pray ask God to help you and your family understand and rejoice in the incredible news that 
Jesus chose to save us instead of himself. What a truth we often take for granted. 
 
3-5s – Prepare one set of pictures that show people who rescue or ways to rescue: fireman, 
lifeboat, ladder, pool lifeguard, rope, plumber, car mechanic. Then prepare a second set of 
pictures to show the situations where those people rescue: fire, boat, on a roof, in a pool, in a 
lake, leaking tap, broken down car. Can the children match up the pictures?  
 
5-7s – Play The Floor is Lava. When you announce ‘the floor is lava’, the floor is now lava 
and you all have to find something else to stand on. Then when you shout it again they have 



5 seconds to find a new place to stand. If they don’t do in time they die! Link: Look how hard 
you tried to save yourself – you didn’t try very hard to save anyone else!  
 
8-11s – Give the children 30 seconds (or 60) to write a list of people who have jobs that save 
others. Alternatively, find some pictures of people who rescue and ask the children to write 
down where you would be saved from by each person (lifeguard in the sea/swimming pool, 
ambulance from an injury etc). 
 
 
Songs  

1. Mighty, Mighty Saviour (Awesome God – Sovereign Grace Kids) 
https://youtu.be/QJceYvHo3rw 

2. He Died upon the Cross (Practise Being Godly – Colin Buchanan) 
https://youtu.be/MLYYBZgHk74 

3. Boss of the Cross (The Jesus Hokey Pokey - Colin Buchanan) 
https://youtu.be/SMi7EnKUA5U 

4. The Passion Part 2: Golgotha (Masterplan – Ben Pakula) https://youtu.be/ypnuawzy-
tA 

 
 
Teaching Time  
Click on the link below and select the appropriate video for the corresponding age group. 
 
https://dundonald.org/live-stream 
  
3-5s – Before you watch the video read ‘Jesus is Arrested and Crucified’ from The Beginners 
Bible.  
 
5-7s – Watch the video and then head over to the questions! 
 
8-11s – Have your bibles open at Luke 23:42 – you’ll need to read it at the start of the video 
(I’ll pause again!) 
 
Note: Once you have watched the video find the appropriate page for how we can respond 
to the teaching time.  
 
 
 
3-5s – Digging Deeper  
 
Explanation & Activities 
So far, we have learnt that Jesus is our King and he was arrested like a 
criminal, because not everyone believed he was King. But Jesus was in 
control and it was all part of God’s plan 
Let’s shout and do the actions together:  
  
Hosanna! Hosanna!   
Jesus is the King.   
Hosanna! Hosanna!   
Jesus is God’s King.   
 
Then he was arrested like a criminal at night! 
But it was all part of God’s plan. 
He let them arrest him like a criminal at night! 
But it was all part of God’s plan. 
 
And what was God’s plan? God’s plan was to save us, to fix the friendship between us and 
God. And he does through the death of Jesus on the cross. 
This was God’s plan. 
  
  
 



Did Jesus save Himself or US? 
  
Need:      

• 2 buckets 
• 2 signs. One that says ‘Himself’. One that says ‘Us’. 
• 4 balls or 4 spoons or 4 random objects, that can be sorted into the buckets.   

 
Note: This is a little activity to recap the story and reinforce the point that Jesus chose to 
save us instead of himself on the cross. The kids will need a lot of guidance to help them 
choose the right bucket.  
  
Questions 
When Jesus died on the cross:  
Question: Some people called out, ‘If you really are the King, then get down off that cross 
and save yourself’? What did Jesus do? Did he save himself or us? Get the kids to choose a 
bucket for the answer. 
 
Question: Some of the soldiers called out, ‘If you really are the King, then get down off that 
cross and save yourself’? What did Jesus do? Did he save himself or us? Get the kids to 
choose a bucket for the answer. 
 
Question: One of the criminals called out, ‘If you really are the King, then get down off that 
cross and save yourself’? What did Jesus do? Did he save himself or us? Get the kids to 
choose a bucket for the answer. 
 
Question: The other criminal recognised Jesus the King and said sorry to Him. What did 
Jesus do? Did he save himself or us? Get the kids to choose a bucket for the answer. 
 
At the end of the activity say:  
The other criminal recognised Jesus to be the King.  
He said to Jesus, ‘please forgive me and save me’! 
Jesus said, yes 
Jesus stayed on the cross.  
He chose to save us instead of himself. 
Now we can be friends with God forever, 
because died to fix the friendship between us and God.   
This is God promise to us, if we love him, say sorry to him and follow Jesus the King.  
 
 
He died on the cross like a criminal, without a fight! 
But it was all part of God’s plan. 
He saved us, instead of himself! 
But it was all part of God’s plan. 
 
 
Craft – Lolly Stick Cross Scene.  

Using a paper plate, fold about a third of it up to create a hill or just draw a hill on a piece of 
paper. 
Let the children colour/paint/stick coloured tissue paper to the area behind the hill to make 
a sunset sky.  
Stick on 3 crosses (use PVA glue/double sided tape/pipe cleaners to join together two 
pieces of lolly stick to make each cross) or draw 3 crosses with a marker.  
Stick heart stickers to the middle cross or write “For me” on the cross.  
At the top of the craft write: ‘Jesus died to save me’.  
 

Ask: The soldiers really hurt Jesus. Where did they put him to die? A cross. 
What did Jesus promise the man on the cross who was sorry? 
That he would be friends with God forever in heaven. 

 
 
Pray – Dear Lord Jesus, thank you dying on the cross. Thank you for saving me. Thank you 
for fixing the friendship between us and God. Amen.  
 



5-7s – Digging Deeper 
 
Read Luke 23:32-43– you could use The Beginners Bible (NIrV)  
 
Did you spot it? 

- Who was teasing Jesus? What were they saying? 
- What did the first criminal say? 
- What did the second criminal say? 

 
Work it Out 

- Could Jesus have saved himself? What are some of the things 
he could’ve done? 

- Why did Jesus not save himself? 
- Why did Jesus save the second criminal? 
- Did that criminal deserve to be saved?  

 
Live it Out 

- Have you come to Jesus to be saved?  
- How does Jesus’ love for you make you feel? 

 
Stretch Yourself 

- Have you heard people make fun of Jesus?  
- When does it feel like Jesus isn’t King? 
- How can you be like the second criminal when these things happen? 

 
Pray – Praise Jesus for saving us instead of himself! Ask him to help us feel his love for us, 
and follow him even when others are making fun of Jesus. 
 
 
Activities 
 
Draw – Draw three crosses on a piece of paper. Ask them to write or say to you some of the 
things the criminals might have done wrong, and write them on the paper near those 
crosses. Help them to think both about think that’s could be seen (stealing / hurting people) 
as well as the sins that happened in their heads and hearts (thinking of themselves more than 
other people / not caring about God’s way of living). Write some of these things or just 
scribble a mess near those crosses. 
 
Label Jesus, in the centre, as perfect. Did Jesus ever did anything wrong? Did he ever sin? 
No! There’s no mess here! Draw a big crown. Jesus didn’t deserve any punishment, ever. Why 
did he not save himself? 
 
Craft – Make a cross out of anything you can find. Paper / pipe cleaners / lolly sticks. On it 
write / stick on something that says ‘Jesus died to save [insert name of child]’. This will help 
things become personal. 
 
Game – Play The Floor is Lava, just as before! After a bit, add a rule that says that 
everything is lava apart from our bodies! This time the only way they can survive is for them 
to jump up and stand on you (safely)! You will die because you are touching the lava. But 
you have died to save them. Link: Jesus died to save us. He didn’t save himself when he 
could’ve done!  
 
 
 
 
 



8-11s – Digging Deeper 
 
Read Luke 23:32-43 
Keep the Bibles open to encourage the kids to find answers from the passage.  
 
Did you spot it? 
Write a list of everyone that reacts to or speaks to Jesus in these verses (4 people/groups) 
For ease later on, name them criminals 1 & 2. 

• vv.33, 34, 35, 36 
 
Write next to their name what they said to Jesus, or what they might have said. We’ll come 
back to this later. 

• How many of these groups/people told Jesus to save himself? 
 
Who deserved to be on the cross? v.41 
 
Work it out 
Look back at the list, think about what the different people said to Jesus. What can that tell us 
about who they thought he was? 
 
Which of the criminals were correct with what they said about Jesus? vv.39, 41 (both, although 
one is mocking!) 
 
How many people went to heaven from today’s story? 

• Do you think the criminal deserved to be saved? 
 
Could Jesus have saved himself? 

• How could Jesus have saved himself? 
• Why do you think he didn’t? 

 
Live it out 
Have you come to Jesus to be saved, like the (first/second) criminal? 

Jesus chose to save you, and not himself. How does that make you feel? 
• How can you act to show Jesus that you are thankful to him for doing this? 

 
Pray  
  
Stretch Yourself  
If both the criminals were correct with what they said, why did Jesus only invite one to join 
him in heaven? 
 
Jesus saved you, this is not something you could do yourself. What are some of the things that 
you might try to do to save yourself? 
 
Your friend might say to you that it isn’t fair for a murderer (like the criminal) to be let into 
heaven. What would you say to your friend? 
 
Activities 
 
Craft – Gather all different types of materials from around your house that the children can 
use to make crosses. As they are making and decorating, discuss with them what they have 
learnt. On the cross, write ‘Jesus didn’t save himself, instead he saved [child’s name]’. 
 
Game – Play ‘The Floor is Lava’. After a bit, add a rule that says that everything is lava apart 
from our bodies! This time the only way they can survive is for them to jump up and stand on 
you (safely)! You will die because you are touching the lava. But you have died to save them. 
Link: Jesus died to save us. He didn’t save himself when he could’ve done! 
 
 
 


