
Look to the future! (Mark 4:30-34) 
 

 Can any leader provide the wisdom, security, compassion and peace we need? 

 

‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will 

be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of 

his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of 

the LORD will accomplish this.’ (Is.9:6-7) 

 

 

 Jesus began using agricultural parables to explain how God’s Kingdom grows (4:1-34) 

 

’30 Again he said, ‘What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to 

describe it?’ 

 

1. God’s kingdom began very small - like a tiny mustard seed! (31) 

‘31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on the earth.’  

 

 

 

2. God’s Kingdom is growing – like a planted mustard seed! (32) 

‘32 Yet, when planted, it grows…’ 

 

 

 

3. God’s Kingdom will become massive – like a mustard tree! (32)  

‘…and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches the birds can perch in its shade.’  

 

 

 

 

 To understand his public parables – come back for more with his followers  

‘33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34 He 

did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he 

explained everything.’ 

 

 

 Don’t be discouraged – God’s kingdom may seem small, but it has grown and will be huge  

 

 

 Keep sowing the gospel seed! 

 

 

 

Reflection Question 

How is this passage an encouragement to you in speaking to others about Jesus? 

 


