
Dundonald Youth: Luke 

 

Week 8: Dead & Buried! 

 

Open in prayer: Ask God to be with you, speaking to you through his word, helping you to trust Jesus. 

 

LISTEN TO THE TALK FIRST – then do this study!  

 

Starter Question: If Jesus really is the Son of God (which not everyone believes...) what might you 

expect / what would you look out for, as he dies? What details would help persuade you (or someone 

else) that this wasn’t just an ordinary carpenter, from Galilee, dying? 

 

 

Re-read Luke 23:44-56 as necessary to locate and dwell on the following questions: 

 

A) What most strikes you about the supernatural signs? 

I guess this refers back to our starter question. The supernatural events as he dies certify Jesus’ claims 

that he is who he claimed to be. Heaven is witnessing to, and explaining the significance of his death. 

Because God is Father, Son, and Spirit (one God, three persons) it’s hard for us to get our head around 

God the Father judging and punishing God the Son, but that is exactly what the bible says is happening 

and that is the foundation of our salvation! God’s wrath is borne by innocent Jesus! The curtain 

highlights the fundamental change that has occurred – the time of the temple is over and the way to God 

is thrown open through Jesus!  

 

B) Why is it so crucial that Jesus was faithful all the way to his actual death? 

Why not read Psalm 31 in your own time this week? Jesus IS the righteous, faithful, servant of God and 

Son of David, who completely trusts God to bring him safely through death. At the cross Jesus takes our 

sinful life, and we receive his righteous life, so for our qualification for heaven it is crucial that Jesus 

completed his righteous life! He didn’t falter, he didn’t fail, he trusted God perfectly all the way to the 

last. 

C) Does the reaction of the witnesses surprise you? 

It doesn’t have to! It’s just interesting that first Pilate (Roman, non-Jew) and now the centurion (Roman, 

non-Jew) recognise and articulate Jesus’ innocence. It’s a major theme of the whole bible – that God’s 

righteous servant would suffer and die (he was pierced for our transgressions) and they can see it and we 

are invited to see it – but crucially how will we respond? The crowd ‘beat their breasts’ = express sorrow 

= which potentially feels surprising given that just a few hours ago the crowd were baying for Jesus’ 

blood, but it’s not clear that they have put their faith in Jesus. The disciples including the women look 

on from a distance, can you imagine what is going through their minds?  
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D) What do we know about Joseph? In what ways is he a model for us? 

He is a good and upright man, a member of the Jewish council but who didn’t agree with how they 

treated Jesus. He’s ‘waiting for the Kingdom of God’ = looking forward to God sending his Messiah, the 

saviour, the Lord. He honours Jesus in his death with costly dedication – using expensive linen and an his 

own unused tomb (according to Matthew’s gospel) and maybe most strikingly – associating himself with 

Jesus at potentially great social and reputational cost. He models for us honouring Jesus above and 

beyond personal / financial / reputational concerns. cf Luke 9:23.   

E) What strikes you about the women mentioned in v55-56? 

Once again Luke takes care to recognise and honour the women who were following Jesus. Even though 

they’ve watched their beloved teacher die on the cross, they are still determined to honour him and 

care for his body. They’re also still committed to observing God’s law regarding the Sabbath, because 

even in their grief they want to honour and serve God. As we’ll discover next week, it’s clear they don’t 

expect an astonishing next chapter to unfold…  

 

Question for Reflection now & throughout the week: 

 

 What has God most pressed on your heart from what we’ve read and seen as Jesus is crucified? 

I don’t have a particular note to add here. Think over what we’ve read, what we’ve seen, what God has 

spoken through his word…. what affects you? how will that impact how you think / behave in your life?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray: about everything God has spoken to us in his word today! 

Listen/Sing: The Wonderful Cross – Chris Tomlin (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaO3XOI8P6w) 

Meditate: Psalm 31 


