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 Monocle 100 / City

This heritage-listed former 
rest-home in Bergen, Norway, 
is today a spritely city centre 
hotel with something of the 
charming rural cottage about 
it. It’s designed to feel distinctly 
domestic, with bookshelves 
that aren’t just for looks, 
unfussy furniture and lighting, 
plus spaces created to prompt 
conversations and encourage 
interaction among the guests. 

Danish painter Vilhelm 
Hammershøi’s neutral colour 
palette, meanwhile, inspired 
Swedish trio Claesson Koivisto 
Rune’s interior designs. The 
halls, kitchen, bar area and 
anterooms to the small library 
are all dark grey. To complement 
it, the guest rooms, dining 
room, lounge and library feature 
lighter shades of grey and tan, 
making all the rooms feel airy 
despite the typically overcast 
Bergen weather. 

Each room boasts literature 
by a different Norwegian author. 
The social feel at the heart of 
this joint is also aided by the 
coffee and pastries served in 
communal areas that are flanked 
with furniture from the likes 
of David Chipperfield, Ilse 
Crawford and Josef Frank.
Gate 6, Zander Kaaes
147 5521 2500
villaterminus.no

In numbers
1770 originally built 
2017 opened
18 bedrooms 

28
Villa Terminus
Bergen

In 2004, when Frenchman 
Jean Michel Ruis bought a 
19th-century colonial mansion 
that once belonged to the 
Bulhões de Carvalho family, the 
Santa Teresa neighbourhood 
was just turning around. This 
elevated part of town had been 
overlooked for more than half 
a century as the beachfront 
districts of Copacabana and 
Ipanema enjoyed their time  
in the sun. 

Ruis was part of a wave 
of people bringing new 
life and investment to the 
neighbourhood. His is easily  
the nicest small hotel in the  
city and one of our favourites  
for its capacity to make you  
feel far from the crush and 
chaos despite being resolutely 
within it. 

There are just seven airy 
rooms, each themed around a 
famous historical personality 
(Carmen Miranda, for instance), 
with floor-to-ceiling windows to 
capitalise on those rolling views. 
Ruis prides himself on giving 
each guest a unique experience 
and regularly recommends 
personalised itineraries to visitors.
132 Rua Santa Cristina 
155 21 2508 8142
mamaruisa.com 

In numbers
1800s originally built
2005 opened
7 bedrooms
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Mama Ruisa
Rio de Janeiro


