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Summary of School Self Evaluation in Delgany National School 2014-2015  

Throughout the school year 2013-2014 we continued our focus for School Self Evaluation (SSE) on 

Literacy. During the school year 2014-2015 Numeracy was added to our school self-evaluation and the 

work for literacy was sustained and consolidated.    A comprehensive School Self Evaluation Report and 

a three year School Improvement Plan (SIP) have been developed for both Literacy and Numeracy. The 

School Self- Evaluation report is due to be re-done during the 2015/2016 school year. The SIP’s for 

literacy and numeracy are on-going during this school year. We are adding Gaeilge as our third subject 

focus area. 

The targets for improvement in Literacy throughout the year were as follows: 

 Children would be familiar with the agreed correction symbols 

 To focus on the use and understanding of genre writing 

 To ensure familiarity  with punctuation conventions as appropriate for each class level 

The targets for improvement in Numeracy were  

 To improve the current percentile ranking across all classes in the areas of measurement and 

problem solving 

 To increase the number of children performing above the 98th percentile from 1 to 2 percent in 

line with national norms 

 To focus on accuracy in the areas of layout and measurement 

 The staff are continuing to work towards all targets outlined in the SIP’s for both literacy and Numeracy 

and have achieved the targets as agreed.  During the school year 2015/2016 the area of Gaeilge will be 

examined and data will be collected from which a Gaeilge SIP will be developed.  

Data Collection 

We collected data by analysing standardised test results, holding focus groups with the children, using 

on-line parents and teacher surveys, talk and discussion at staff meetings, valuable feedback from the 

whole school evaluation carried out has also provided us with a road map for future development. Our 

aim was to get as much information from as many diverse sources as possible. 

Findings 

 Our findings were extremely positive with the children scoring well above the national average in both 

reading and maths - 80% of children are scoring above the 50th percentile in reading- an improvement 

of 5% on last year and 70% of children are scoring above the 50th percentile in maths also an 

improvement of 5%. 68% of children are above the 50th percentile in spelling. The children’s 

performance in the areas of problem solving and the application of concepts learnt to real life scenarios 

especially in the areas of measurement and data while improving, is still an area for future 

development.  Ways of presenting data collected is also an area for development.  

Based on the above findings, the main areas for development in literacy/numeracy are: 

 Continue to re-enforce of punctuation skills appropriate to each class level in  literacy 
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  Continue to develop a more even spread and a staged approach for the teaching of writing 
genres throughout the school 

  The  use of planning webs for the development of story writing is to be  consolidated 

  Children are to be offered further opportunities to apply the concepts learnt in maths to 
realistic situations e.g. buying/selling, weighing, measuring etc; 

 The integration of problem solving skills  with the areas of  measures and data is to be 
developed  

 Active listening skills are to be explored , examined and taught 

 Comprehension strategies  are to be identified and taught 

Actions Taken as part of the Literacy Strategy throughout the 2014/2015 school year 

  A further whole school literacy project based on a “Rainforest” theme was completed 

 Staff and pupils identified and used the following writing genres throughout the school year- 

narrative, recount, explanation, persuasive and writing to socialise. 

 Staff followed the staged approach to teaching these genres 

  Examples of all genre writing were collected , examined and displayed in every classroom 

 Self- assessment strategies and work portfolios were developed in all classes 

 Children were afforded the opportunity to share their successes in genre writing with their 

peers  

Actions taken as part of the Numeracy Strategy 

 Problem solving strategies were clearly defined and outlined across the school 

 Children were afforded the opportunity to apply knowledge to practical situations 

 Layout and presentation of work focussed on accuracy 

  A clear focus on measures especially accuracy regarding weight, capacity, length, angles , area, 

perimeter 

  Children performing above the 98th percentile were offered more challenging tasks to improve 

their lateral thinking skills 

  School maths trails were reviewed and mathematical environments created 

 LSRT teachers continued to  assist with the team teaching of maths 

Other aspects of School Self Evaluation 

The following Legislative and regulatory requirements were addressed during the school year 

2013/2014 

 Child protection policy annual review- as per Children First Guidelines 

  Annual Anti- bullying policy review 

 Review of Relationships and Sexuality Education policy 

 Formulation of a Data Protection policy 

 Submission of standardised test results to the DES June 2015 as per circular 45/2014 
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__________________________ 

Patricia Conran 

Principal 

 

 

 


