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Report on Extra – Curricular Provision in Delgany National School 

Rationale 

Following Sharon’s departure in early September the school was keen to maintain as much 

of the traditional extra –curricular provision as possible.  The school has had a strong history 

of sport related activities but has also traditionally provided swimming, drama and French 

classes. Over the years other activities have come and gone such as drama and singing club, 

chess and knitting.    The school is keen to provide activities that are additional to the 

traditional curriculum as this is wanted by the parents and enjoyed by the children. 

 On trying to provide a replacement to co-ordinate the sports extra –curricular provision in 

the school. South Side School Sports came highly recommended to us. It was agreed from 

the on-set that their provision/ coaching /costs etc; would be reviewed at the year’s end, 

hence the survey was designed to get feedback from the stakeholders of extra –curricular 

activities. 

Background 

 When Sharon was employed directly by the school she was employed to do  two separate 

jobs one was to teach PE during the school day and the other was to co-ordinate extra –

curricular activities.  Her duties pertaining to extra- curricular were as follows:  

 Co-Ordinate all extra- curricular activities including sourcing of coaches/pitches/ 

venues /league entries 

 She hired coaches to oversee the activities and she assured that they were all garda 

vetted and compliant with child protection legislation and other legal requirements 

of the school 

 She organised a sign up night for all extra- curricular activities 

 All payments and monies were to be handled by the school 

 She took responsibility for the P.E. store room and all equipment used 

 She liaised with the Principal re the replacement of equipment etc;  

  She organised supervision rotas for all activities 

Southside School Sports are a company that provides extra –curricular activities to a variety 

of schools on the south side of the City. They were engaged to provide an extra -curricular 

sports programme only.  They provide coaches, source venues and enter groups into 

particular leagues.  

The aim of their company is to be inclusive and to provide sporting opportunities for all 

children regardless of ability.  

The arrangement with the school has been as follows: 

 Southside School Sports would provide as similar an extra-curricular  programme as 

possible that  had been available under Sharon 

 They would liaise with outside agencies re leagues for hockey and soccer 

 They would source venues, coaches etc; 
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 They would comply with all legal requirements of the school e.g. garda vetting, 

insurance, child protection etc; 

 Parents would pay Southside School Sports directly for the activities provided by 

them using an on-line billing system- This was greatly appreciated by the office 

 There would be no need for parental supervision as they provided all supervision 

necessary 

The school maintained swimming, drama and French through the school office. Some 

parents volunteered to oversee the swimming –J. Dagg and S. Day. S. Armstrong took on 

golf and G. Gallagher took care of French.  P. Dowling, R. Gray and A. Danaher have taken 

over the P.E. Storeroom. We are extremely grateful to them all. 

Survey Results  

The survey was designed by the Principal and was available on the school website from 

Wednesday 31st May until June 9th 2017. 

All parents in the school received a text message alerting them to its existence and 

requesting that they complete it.  As the current enrolment in the school is 227, 

approximately 400 plus parents were eligible to complete the questionnaire as well as staff. 

There were a total of 33 responses.  

97% of respondents stated that their children took part in extra- curricular activities. 

When asked to rank the activities in order of popularity the results are as follows: 

Activities in order of popularity: 

1. Dodge Ball  

2. Hockey 

3. Soccer 

4. Swimming  

5. Cross country 

6. Athletics 

7. Cricket 

8. Drama  

9. Golf 

10. Tennis  

11. French 

99% of respondents stated that their children enjoyed the activities. 

4 Respondents in this category stated that the infant provision of Playball and Craig’s 

Wednesday and Thursday club were fantastic. 

Some  other comments:  

“Loved everything they did this year” 

“Multisports for infants was brilliant” 
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“Really enjoyed Dodge Ball” 

“The children love and look forward to PE class and sports” 

“Swimming is fantastic” 

“Tennis was chaotic and badly organised” 

 “Not enough matches in hockey for 4th Class” 

91% of respondents stated that the activities were appropriate for their children.  9% 

stated that they may be appropriate but they were unsure. 

69.7% of respondents stated that taking part in extra- curricular was extremely important 

while 30.3% stated that it was important. 

93.9% stated that it was extremely important that their child partook in competitions, 

leagues and other competitive events. 6% stated that this was of no importance to them. 

100% of respondents stated that they were happy with the standard of coaching on offer.  

The breakdown is as follows:  42.4% were extremely happy , 30.3% were very happy and 

27.3% were happy.   3 respondents elaborated with the following suggestions: better 

coach/pupil ratio needed and more focus on skills training. They also wanted more 

matches for fourth class players 

When asked what role do you see parents having in extra –curricular, respondents stated 

the following: 

Help with lifts, matches, supervision, support, do what’s needed, first –aid, extra support 

and coaching as necessary. 

The following comments are also noted: 

Transport should be provided to and from events - The   school would feel that the 

additional cost of this is prohibitive 

Parents should have no role in any of the activities – The school would feel that support is 

always welcome  

With regard to supervision the following was noted:  

The school run activities continue to require parental supervision and why can’t the 

teachers do it if the activity is in the school. - The teachers are not available to supervise 

these activities as they are working   

Most parents are delighted not to have to supervise – The school would feel that this must 

be a bonus for working parents 

Whoever runs the activities should be able to supervise without additional help- the school 

would be of the opinion that additional personnel are there for child protection purposes 

and on the grounds of health and Safety. 
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When asked “are you happy with the standard of supervision on offer?” 

97% of respondents are happy with the standard of supervision. 3% are not happy  

They feel that there are not enough coaches to pupil. 

When asked if they were happy to help with supervision 60.6% said no and 15.2% said 

maybe and 24.2% said yes they would be happy to supervise. 

When asked are they happy with the venues the responses were as follows:  

36% of parents are happy with the venues with the exception of Hockey everyone would 

like it to be in Templecarrig.  Please see the comments at the end. People felt Loreto was 

difficult to get to and the time was unsuitable. This is under review for next year 

90% of respondents like activities that take place on the school grounds and are happy to 

see it being used.  

2 respondents were disappointed with the use of Charlesland for tennis and felt that it 

didn’t work. Tennis was handed over in totality by Southside School Sports to Triona but 

unfortunately it was not viable. Children/Parents were offered the facility of joining 

Greystones Lawn Tennis Club to continue their coaching there. 

When asked if they were happy that activities were good value for money the following 

responses were received:  

51.5 % felt that the activities were good value for money 21.5% felt that it was more 

expensive than previous years  

Some comments: 

“The prices are reasonable” 

“I would prefer one payment option and to pay annually” 

“Not cheap compared to other schools” 

“Swimming is excellent value” 

“I would prefer to pay termly and not by half term” 

“ Much cheaper than activities I pay for outside of school” 

When asked about the on-line payment system 97% of respondents said yes they were 

happy with it.  

3% were disappointed that they did not get a refund for a cancelled day.  

 

What other activities would you like to see offered?  

 Music/ Choir/Orchestra 

 Computer club 
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 Tennis  

 Athletics 

 Spanish 

 French (currently on offer) 

 Creative Writing  

 Drama (Currently on Offer) 

 Theatre/plays 

 Art 

 Chess 

78.8% of respondents are happy with communication from Southside School Sports 21.2% 

felt that more notice should be given re events /cancellations etc; 1 person would like more 

structured and regular communication from Southside School Sports. 

Summary 

The school has found Southside School Sports to have provided a comprehensive extra- 

curricular sporting programme , which is what they were employed to do. The fact that 200 

children out of a possible 227 have partaken in extra –curricular this year -which is the 

largest number ever- is extremely positive.  Southside  School Sports are very inclusive and 

children who are not sporty are partaking in activities in greater numbers.  

It would appear from the survey that the majority of people were very happy with Southside 

School Sports and feel that they are a good fit for Extra-Curricular provision (SPORT) in 

Delgany National School. With this in mind we will continue to use their services next year.  

In lieu of using our facilities and equipment Southside School Sports provided tuition to the 

pupils on two days during the week. Southside School Sports reached an agreement with 

the school with regard to teaching PE during the school day. In School PE classes were never 

part of the initial arrangement however Craig and his team agreed to: 

 Provide PE classes to the children in lieu of having use of our premises and access to 

our equipment 

 They would follow the primary school PE  curriculum as devised by the Department 

of Education and Skills and as planned by the school  

 They would assist with Sports day and Active School Week if possible 

The fact that they offered to assist the school with additional activities is greatly appreciated 

by us and I have received very positive feedback re Sports day and Active Schools Week 

saying it was “More Relaxed,” “Happier” “My children love Craig and Aaron” 

 Southside School Sports were never involved in the cross country, athletics or Cumann na 

mBunscoil Sports before but tried to assist the school to continue with these events for the 

benefit of the children involved. They provided this assistance free of charge.  These events 

are not part of the extra – curricular programme and participation in these events is under 

review. It should be noted that the teachers are unavailable to take children to these events 
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as they must teach the non-participants. A decision will be made in August and the best 

solution will be implemented going forward.  

The coaches for soccer are the same coaches as used by Sharon.  The children participate in 

the same leagues as they had done in previous years. 

There is no hockey pitch available in Greystones. Traditionally Loreto Bray was used with the 

exception of one year when Templecarrig  was not working to full capacity, however as their 

numbers grow access to their pitches is not available to us anymore, hence we returned to 

Loreto. The time the pitch is available in Loreto is under review.  

The participation in leagues and competitions is considered hugely important and this year 

the girls won their hockey league and the boys reached the quarter final of their soccer 

league. The school also participated in the Delgany Golf Cup and we did exceptionally well in 

the cross country and athletic events in which the children partook. Maya Birch won gold in 

the sprint at Cumann na MBunscoil sports. Harry Dagg has achieved a place with Leinster 

Cricket and Marc Homan has done the school proud by coming fourth in an international 

tennis tournament in Czechoslovakia. Congratulations to all involved.   

While no one likes change it would appear that Southside School Sports have done a great 

job at filling the breach that Sharon’s decision to leave left us in. A copy of this report has 

been shared with Southside School Sports for their perusal and I am sure that they will take 

on board all valid suggestions made. We are happy for them to continue providing Extra –

curricular activities in Delgany National School. 

Thank you for participating in the survey.  

 

 The following suggestions have been noted and communicated to Southside Sports 

 Employ more hockey coaches and ensure that skills are being taught 

 Revert to 3 terms with 10 weeks per term for payment purposes  

 Look at re instating a tennis programme of some sort 

 Set up an after school athletics programme 

 Give refunds for cancelled days 

The school is investigating the following options with regard to swimming: 

Increase swimming class capacity as it is impossible for some people to get in 

 

 

  

 

  



7 
 

 

 

 

 


