
www.desall.com | open design & innovation



3M for Design

www.desall.com | open design & innovation

Summary
New contest on Desall.com: 3M and Desall invite you to design a new furnishing item for indoors 
or outdoors, that may be assembled exclusively using the 3M adhesive systems in place of the 
traditional mechanical fixing methods (screws, rivets, soldering, etc.)

Official contest page: https://bit.ly/3MforDesign

Company Description
Science is core of all 3M products. Company history starts more than a century ago, as a little a 
small-scale mining venture in Northern Minnesota, then named Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing 
Company. Now 3M is a global powerhouse and meets most difficult challenges by creating surprising 
new solutions that improve the daily life of people around the world. We reduce the weight of 
electrical cables by increasing their power. We help companies consume less by getting more. 
We automate the health data management to ensure correct information. 3M activates progress, 
contributing to a genuine global sustainable development by protecting the environment, with social 
responsibility and for economic progress. We apply our science to have a real impact on every 
person’s life, all over the world. From industry to safety and people care, from transportation to the 
energy management 3M is at the side of each person and company and never stops surprising with 
continuous innovations.

What we are looking for
3M relies on the international community of designers to explore new projects based on the exclusive 
use of the 3M adhesive systems for their assembly, in place of the traditional mechanical fixing 
methods (screws, rivets, soldering, etc.). They are looking for innovative and creative solutions able 
to maintain an actual feasibility trait.

Guidelines
For the correct realisation of your proposals, keep in consideration the following guidelines:

1. The project will have to include the product details that you will consider both in descriptive and 
visual (technical drawings) terms, highlighting the innovation brought about by the assembly made 
through 3M adhesive systems compared to the traditional methods. The correct sizing and use of 
the adhesive in your design will be fundamental for the selection of the winner.

https://bit.ly/3MforDesign
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2. You can choose among various product typologies, inside the following markets:

- Lighting (lamps, for indoors, for outdoors, etc.)
- Furnishing (chairs, tables, wardrobes, etc.)
- Homeware & Interiors (objects for indoor decoration, furnishing accessories, etc.)

3M has a very wide and complete range of adhesives. For a better focus we have decided to select 
these 3 macro sets to employ for your projects realisation:

- VHB TAPES: 3M™ VHB Tapes are acrylic foam adhesives characterized by a very high 
conformability. 3M VHB Tapes open up a world of possibilities — eliminating rivets, screws, 
bolts and welds — and improving design construction, aesthetics and productivity. With 
unmatched strength, these tapes increase the overall durability and reliability of every product 
bond. 3M VHB Tapes resist hot, cold and cycling temperatures, UV light, moisture and 
solvents. They seal against environmental conditions and damp vibration to reduce metallic 
wear-and-tear.

- DUAL LOCK: 3M™ Dual Lock™ Reclosable Fasteners combine a good mechanical seal 
with the possibility of being repositionable and re-closable. 3M Dual Lock and 3M Hook & 
Loop guarantees maximum design freedom and greater comfort during maintenance, repair 
and replacement.

- STRUCTURAL ADHESIVES: The structural adhesives guarantee high adhesion and 
durability performance. The wide range includes adhesives resistent to high temperatures, 
solvents and external atmospheric agents that need a correct preparation of the substrates, 
but even easier use adhesives with a greater tolerance to the presence of contaminants on 
the surfaces to be assembled.

To a correct selection and use of the various adhesives, 3M has prepared some demo videos/
tutorials, some brochures and some technical sheets that you can download from this official 3M 
page: https://engage.3m.com/de-sall-form

Materials: you are free to propose the materials that are more in line with the product typology you 
propose. Each adhesive has a different performance depending on the underlayer. Accordingly, we 
suggest you to attentively go through the material mentioned above.

https://engage.3m.com/de-sall-form
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Project presentation: you are invited to present your projects in detail, showing some views of 
the final product, preferably including some technical drawings, providing an explanation of 
the innovation related to the use of the 3M adhesive system and the correct sizing of the 
adhesives. We remind you that you may present one or more projects, to submit separately from 
the upload page. In order to send additional materials (3D files, technical drawings, extra views, 
other in-depth materials, etc.) you may attach a .ZIP archive directly from the upload page.

Evaluation criteria: in the evaluation of your submissions 3M will take into account the following 
criteria:

- Product innovation, originality and creativity (5/5)
- Correct use of 3M adhesives (4/5)
- Technical feasibility (4/5)
- Aesthetics (3/5)
- Project presentation (3/5)

Language: since we are an international Community, all texts provided with your uploads (abstract, 
description, tags, etc.) should be written in English.

Contest timeline
Upload phase:  25th July 2019 – 25th November 2019 (1.59 PM UTC)

Community Vote*:  25th November 2019 - 09th December 2019 (1.59 PM UTC)

Client Vote:   from 25th November 2019

Winner announcement: approximately before the end of January 2020

* The contest gallery will remain private for the whole duration of the upload phase and will be made 
public from November 25th, 2019 to enable the vote of the community.

Optional deadlines
Concept revision:  26th August 2019 (1.59 PM UTC)

Concept revision: deadline for requiring an optional revision of your project by the Desall team. 
In order to request a revision, upload your project, include the description project and save it as 
draft (SAVE DRAFT) from the upload page and send your request to the Desall Team via e-mail or 
through the contact form. The revision is NOT mandatory: it serves only as a further opportunity 
for the participants but does not constitute a condition for participation, nor does it constitute any 
advantage in the final evaluation.
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Eligibility and submission
Participation is free of charge and open to designers and creative talents of any nationality aged 18 
years or older. Participants can present one or more projects, but only the projects published on the 
www.desall.com web site, via the upload page related to “3M for Design” will be accepted.

Award
1°: €5000

The selection of the winner by 3M will be the result of an unquestionable evaluation and it will take 
into account originality, feasibility and consistency with the brief presented.

Option right
For the duration of the option right, the Sponsor offers an extra chance to all participants setting 
a fee of Euro 1,500.00= (one-thousand-five-hundred/00) for the purchase of the license for the 
economical exploitation of the projects not-acknowledged as the winning proposals.

For more info, please login and read the Contest Agreement from the upload page. For questions 
about the brief please use the “Have a question” button or write to contest@desall.com.

The 3M trademark is exclusive property of the 3M Company.

https://desall.com/Contest/3M-for-Design/Uploadhttps://desall.com/Contest/Transmitter-UX-Competition/Upload
mailto:contest@desall.com


Submission Guidelines

Project images: the first image attached from the upload page will also be used as the preview 
of the project in the gallery. In order to better present your project and draw the attention of the 
sponsor, we suggest you to choose a content that provides an overall idea of the whole project in 
one single image, briefly including all the contents that will be further presented in the following 
images. 
We also suggest you to use all five image slots available  from the upload page of the contest 
and - where possible - to present several views of the project giving also an indication of the main 
dimensions of the product.
For product design contests in particular, we suggest you to include at least one image with your 
project on neutral background and no writings.
For the rendering and presentation of your project, the use of copyrighted images, even if slightly 
edited, is prohibited. 
In case of using materials owned by third parties (ex. stock images, stock videos, texts, etc.), make 
sure you are granted all the licenses needed for participating in the contest, as further specified in 
the Contest Agreement.
In case of submitting multiple projects or concepts, you have to repeat the upload procedure for 
each project: do not submit multiple projects with a single submission.
You are required to upload at least 1 image; image ratio: preferably 4:3; allowed file formats: .jpg, 
.gif or .png; colour mode: RGB; maximum file size: 1MB.

Descriptions: we suggest you to use the appropriate fields, “Abstract” and “Description”, to include 
all textual information about your project. We discourage you to include textual description inside 
your images, as they might result difficult to read (at all events, we suggest you to include at least 
one image - if possible - with your project on neutral background and no writing). In the “Abstract” 
field you have maximum 500 characters to include a short summary of your project while in the 
“Description” field you can include all the remaining information.

Additional material: in addition to the project images, you are invited to attach further materials 
in a .ZIP archive (NO other file extensions are allowed, such as .RAR) through the “Archive File” 
field on the upload page. Among the various materials, you may include CAD files, PDF with further 
descriptions on the project, photos of any models or prototypes, high-resolution images of the 
project images and 3D files (preferably in .stp or .igs format - you may also include a PDF 3D file for 
a rapid visualisation). The maximum size of the .ZIP archive is 100MB. You may also attach a video 
presenting your project through the “Video File” field from the upload page, including it inside a .ZIP 
archive with a maximum size of 50MB.

Concept revision: revision of your project by the Desall team. In order to request a revision, upload 
your project including the description and save it as draft (SAVE DRAFT) from the upload page and 
send your request to the Desall Team via e-mail or through the contact form. The revision is NOT 
mandatory: it serves only as a further opportunity for the participants but does not constitute a 
condition for participation, nor does it constitute any advantage in the final evaluation.

Hidden option: only in case of public gallery contests, you can submit your project with “hidden” 
design privacy option, provided that you submit your project within the first half of the upload 
phase. By doing so, your project will remain hidden for all other users until the opening of the 
Community Vote, if any. At all events, your project will always be visible for the Sponsor regardless 
of the submission date. This option is automatically disabled once the first half of the upload phase 
has expired: you can find the deadline for activating this option in the Optional deadlines paragraph 
inside the brief.

You can find further instructions on how to create your account, how to submit your project and 
other information in the Tutorials and in the FAQ sections.
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https://desall.com/en/Info_for_creatives/Tutorials
https://desall.com/en/Info_for_creatives/FAQ

