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hello...
...and welcome to our first edition of

Destinations
This is a new magazine, with a twist. It’s all

about the experience, the atmosphere, the

freedom and the F.U.N. of a campsite holiday.

Our aim is simple: to inspire you, to entice

you, to intrigue you. Possibly even to

challenge you!

Along the way we’ll be featuring the familiar, the

quirky, the family friendly, the quietly tucked away,

the long established and the shiny and new.

Campsites in all shapes and sizes.

We also launch the brand NEW Alan Rogers

Travel Card – FREE with this magazine.

See pages 6-7 for the full low-down.
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Introduction

WIN a €1,000
FREE holiday

PLUS return ferry and complete
set of Alan Rogers Guides

Choose from 56 Campéole
campsites in France -

pitch or mobile home -
worth

up to €1,000.

See if you can Win Big
for summer 2013!

To enter simply go to
www.alanrogers.com/winbig

Or sign up for our NEW
Travel Card (see pages 6-9)
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The Alan Rogers
Travel Card

At Alan Rogers we have a network of thousands of quality

inspected and selected campsites.We also have partnerships

with numerous organisations, including ferry operators

and tourist attractions, all of whom can bring you

benefits and save you money.

Our brand NEW Travel Card binds all this together, along

with exclusive extra content in our cardholders’ area at

alanrogers.com/travelcard 

So register today...and start saving.

FREE

NEW



Register today...
and start saving
Carry the Alan Rogers Travel Card on your travels through
Europe and save money all the way.

You’ll enjoy exclusive deals with ferry operators, continental partners,
tourist attractions and more. Even hotels, apartments, mobile homes
and other campsite accommodation. 

We’ve teamed up with Camping Cheque, the leading low season
discount scheme, to offer you the widest choice of quality campsites
at unbelievable prices. Simply load your card with Cheques before
you travel.

Step 1
Register at www.alanrogers.com/travelcard
(you can now access exclusive content on the website)

Step 2
You’ll receive a Welcome email, with useful links and information
(If you don’t have a card at registration, an activated one will be sent to you)

Step 3
Start using your card to save money or to redeem benefits
during your holiday.
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alanrogers.com/travelcard

Benefits that add up

• Offers and benefits on
many Alan Rogers campsites 
across Europe

• Save up to 60% in low season 
on over 600 campsites

• Free cardholders’ magazine

• Big savings on rented  
accommodation and hotels
at 400 locations

• Exclusive cardholders’ area
on our website – exchange 
opinions with others

• Discounted ferries

• Savings on Alan Rogers guides

• Travel insurance deals



FREE

Great offers on the best campsites

Park Perks

Advantage all the way
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Carry the Alan Rogers Travel Card on your travels and save money all the way. Enjoy exclusive offers on many

partner sites - as well as hotels, apartments and campsite accommodation. We’ve even teamed up with Camping

Cheque, the low season discount scheme, so you can load your card with Cheques before you travel. So register

today - hundreds of campsites already have special offers just for you. Just a few are listed below.

Holiday discounts, free kids’ meals, free cycle hire, discounted meals, free sports activities, free gifts on arrival,

free wine with meals, free wifi, free tennis, free spa day, free access to local attractions.

Check out all the offers at alanrogers.com/travelcard
and present your card on arrival.

Kawan Village Château
le Verdoyer Dordogne
Free bike hire & tennis in
low season

Le Camp de Florence
Gers
10% discount in low season

Castel Camping le Moulin
du Roch Dordogne
Free tennis in low season

Flower Camping Moulin
du Perié Lot-et-Garonne
14 nights for 10 in low season

Camping le Répos du Baladin
Puy-de-Dôme
10% discount in the on-site
brasserie all season 

Sunelia Lac de Panthier
Burgundy
7 nights for 6 during low season

Flower Camping l’Escapade
Calvados
14 nights for 10 during low season

Camping du Haras
Brittany
Free spa day per person

Camping des Menhirs
Brittany
Free tennis

RCN Camping Port l’Epine
Brittany
Kids eat free during low season

Camping de la Plage
Brittany
Discounted boat trips on the
Morbihan Gulf

Flower Camping la Bretonnière
Vendée
14 nights for 10 in low season

Camping Les Gros Joncs
Charente-Maritime
10% discount on mobile homes

Castel Camping Sequoia Parc
Charente-Maritime
Free tennis during low season

Woodovis Park
Devon
£1 discount per night excluding
August and bank holidays

Cofton Country Holidays
Devon
10% discount on production of
the Alan Rogers Travel Card

Bath Chew Valley Caravan Park
Somerset
£1 discount per night (not in
conjunction with other offers)

Somers Wood Caravan Park
Warwickshire
£1 discount per night on
production of the Alan Rogers
Travel Card

Hidden Valley Caravan Park
Co. Wicklow
7 nights for 6
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The Travel Card

NEW

Fossa Caravan Camping Park
Co. Kerry
5 nights for 4

Camping le Réclus
Savoy
Free local digestive

Flower Camping Le Riviera
Ardeche
14 nights for 10 (pitches) during
low season

Kawan Village le Ridin
Northern France
Free wifi all season

Domaine les Clots
Tarn
Free bottle of Gaillac wine when
you stay minimum 5 nights

Miramare Villaggio Camping
Tuscany
5% discount in low season,
10% discount in high season

Camping Ideal Molino
Lake Garda
Free bike hire

Camping Helios di Calogero
Rizzo Sicily
Free wine with your meal in
low season

RCN De Roggeberg
Netherlands
Kids eat free during low season

Camping de Holterberg
Netherlands
Free first drink in the on-site
restaurant

Camping Birkelt
Luxembourg
7 nights for 6 during low season

Camping Ried
Austria
Free bike hire in low season

Camp Matyas
Prague
Free family return rail ticket
to Prague

Marjal Costa Blanca Eco
Camping Alicante
7 nights for 6

Camping Valldaro
Girona
7 nights for 6 during low season

Camping Picos de Europa
Asturias
Free wine with meals

Dolomiten-Camping Amlacher
Hof Tirol
Free pizza for one

RCN Les Collines de Castellane
Alpes de Haute Provence
Kids under 12 eat free during
low season

Camping La Muse
Aveyron
Free canoe and kayak hire and
reduced rates on excursions

Sindal Camping
Nordjylland
Free use of city bikes

For full details, terms and
conditions of all offers, please refer

to alanrogers.com/travelcard 



You’ll find them here...

Over 3,000 in-depth campsite reviews at

www.alanrogers.com

Want independent
campsite reviews at
your fingertips?



Variety Show

It’s a perennial favourite;

a holiday destination that

appeals to the British in their

droves. But what is it about

this fabulous region that stirs

our national soul?

Royal
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The Dordogne



The Dordogne
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The Périgord region (as the French know it) is a gentle
landscape of lush valleys and green pastures, wooded
slopes and hill top castles, sleepy little honey coloured
villages, crumbling old buildings in picturesque disorder,
potted geraniums and fabulous cuisine. Throw in some
sunny skies, and a few friendly locals and what more
could a Brit abroad want? Something a little different
from home, of course, but not too unfamiliar please. 

That it is so beloved by many British visitors is probably
no surprise. There is more than a hint of Cotswold charm
about it, though it rarely oversteps the mark and strays
towards the twee and chocolate boxy. The overall
impression is very much that of many English shire
counties – decidedly rural, unshowy, family-friendly and
with a slightly wholesome, almost old-fashioned feel. 

And, of course, for places to be described as ‘lush’,
‘verdant’ and ‘fertile’ there has to be a useful amount of

rain – something we Brits are no strangers to. Summers
in the Périgord may be hot and sultry but rain showers are
not unusual.

The Périgord has long been prized by royals, tussled
over by kings and queens, French and English – notably
during the Hundred Years’ War. The numerous castles,
straight from the pages of children’s illustrated storybooks,
dominate many a craggy hill or promontory. Beynac and
Castelnaud, where the English and French glowered at
each other across the river border are typical and come
complete with stone buttresses, turrets and (replica)
siege equipment.  

It is a region immersed in history. In fact it’s been a
popular destination for millennia: Cro-Magnon man left his
mark in the caves here over a million years ago and the
region is considered the fount of pre-history, with world-
famous centres at Les Eyzies and Lascaux.

I well remember visiting the Dordogne (as we British usually

refer to it) for the first time and feeling I’d discovered

a little piece of paradise. There was so much to take in

and everything seemed just so, well, perfect.
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Travel Tips
A holiday in the Dordogne will involve a lengthy

drive from any Channel port, so the best advice

is to break the journey at least for one night,

perhaps in the Loire Valley and certainly south

of Paris. As an indication, assume 8 hours

drive (800 km) from Calais to Sarlat.

Overnight campsites
to consider

You’ll want a campsite that is accessible without a
big detour and that welcomes overnight stops.

Camping le Moulin Fort
Chenonceau

alanrogers.com/FR37030

Camping Les Saules
Cheverny

alanrogers.com/FR41100

Huttopia Rillé
Rillé

alanrogers.com/FR37140

In the heart of the region, Sarlat is the big draw for
many: penetrate the modern outer ring of a typical
provincial French town and you find a delicious centre
with honeycomb streets and alleyways and ancient
buildings in rich golden hues. If anything seems familiar it
could be that you’ve seen it before in a film. Development
restrictions mean an absence of permanent features like
street ‘furniture’ and signs, so that the old town can be
transported back several hundred years without too
much difficulty.

There are lots of enticing restaurants (not all fantastic
or good value, so choose carefully). Find a table outside
on a balmy summer evening and savour the ambience,
the swooping swallows, the soft features of the buildings
around and above – you are a tiny fragment in a very,
very, long history.   

But, as is often the case when travelling, it’s the lesser
known gems that are often more rewarding. The fortified
hilltop bastide of Domme is justly famous but, on a good

day, less crowded and, well, more personal.
Much of Domme’s appeal lies in the views

over the Dordogne valley – at no risk
of hyperbole, simply stunning. Try and

avoid clashing with coach visits (first thing
in the morning, or late afternoon can

often be good times) and take a mooch
around the little streets that encircle
the hill. In case of rain, you can head
underground to the grottes, some
of the best in the area.
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Essentials
Market Day
Sarlat market is
possibly France’s
greatest, with a riot of

colour and an array of
choice. It is very popular

with locals and tourists,
so aim for a prompt start

(open from 8:30 am).

Going Underground
If caught in a summer shower, head for the nearest
grottes – the numerous underground caves, cleverly
illuminated, with stalagmites, stalagtites and even
underground rivers.  

There’s no shortage of excellent campsites in this region
and many feature good sized pitches and a wealth of
lovely old buildings (bearing in mind many campsites used
to be farms, mills and the like). These are often sensitively
converted to create charming restaurants, receptions and
bars. Many campsites have water frontage and you can
paddle or swim in slow moving rivers or venture off along
leafy paths or across flower meadows.

With so many high quality eateries, dining out is easy
and a real feature of any holiday here. Healthy competition
ensures plenty of choice and great value and you’ll find
superb restaurants on many campsites, offering local
specialities and interesting menus. In fact some site
owners seem as proud of their kitchen as their pool
complex. One memorable evening I found the plat du jour
from the campsite takeaway (yes, the takeaway) was
magret de canard with traditional sarladaise potatoes –
now that was a little piece of paradise.

The Dordogne

Did you know…?
When Eleanor of Aquitaine married Henry of Anjou, the lands of Aquitaine became

her dowry.When Henry became king of England, the English soon developed a taste

for the light red wines of Bordeaux – ‘clairet’. Soon the entire wine production of the

Bordelais was being shipped to England to satisfy our thirst for ‘claret’.
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Where to stay
Château le Verdoyer
Saint Pardoux
alanrogers.com/FR24010

FREE tennis and bike hire
in low season

RCN Moulin de la Pique
Belvès
alanrogers.com/FR24350

Kids under 12 eat FREE
in low season

Moulin du Perié
Sauveterre-la-Lemance
alanrogers.com/FR47010

14 nights for the price of 10
in low season

Domaine des Mathevies
Sarlat
alanrogers.com/FR24740

What’s the quack…?
Gastronomically, the duck is ubiquitous here.
From the foie gras which is on sale at many a
farm gate, to the duck breast confit, the delicate
magret and the signature Salade Périgourdine
with various ducky morsels, including the
delicious gésiers (or gizzards as we would call
them less prosaically). They say the quack is
the only part of the duck that is not eaten. 
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Set in 22 acres of the beautiful Périgord
Noir, Fromengal was formerly a farm

and now offers a relaxed family
atmosphere amid a calm, tranquil
and natural setting. It’s a 4 star site,
with good sized pitches, separated
by shrubs and hedging, and there’s

a fine swimming pool, restaurant
and great activities for all the family.

Save 20% in low season.

Domaine de Fromengal
Le Buisson-de-Cadouin
Tel +33 553 63 11 55 www.domaine-fromengal.com

Set in the beautiful Lot, between Brive and
Cahors, this very pretty hilltop site offers

wonderful views of the surrounding
hills and valleys. Although hidden
away, it is an excellent base for
exploring the Lot and Dordogne
regions. There are lovely shrubs and

thoughtful flower plantings and the
pitches are large, mostly at least

100 m2 and have good shade.

Domaine de la Faurie
Seniergues, Lot
Tel +33 565 21 14 36 www.camping-lafaurie.com

Le Lac is a spacious site run by the
welcoming Lhomond family for 30 years.

It borders a spring-fed lake containing
carp and has 115 pitches in two
areas: one has large, well shaded
pitches divided by hedges. The
second area is more open and has

a little shade from young trees and
hedges. The site is ideally located for

visits to prehistoric Les Eyzies and Lascaux. 

Camping Le Lac
Plazac
Tel +33 553 50 75 86 www.campinglelac-dordogne.com 
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Set in one of the most attractive parts
of the Dordogne valley, with a riverside

location and well maintained pitches
with decent shade. Enjoy river
swimming or the very impressive
pool complex. Activities include
walks and sports tournaments

and daily canoe hire is available.
A wonderful base for exploring all

the sights of the Dordogne.

Domaine de Soleil Plage
Sarlat
Tel +33 553 28 33 33 www.soleilplage.fr
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Camping la Sagne is a family run site in a
prime spot close to the Dordogne river

and just 8 km from Sarlat. There are 100
large, level pitches some with pleasant
leafy shade, and facilities include a new
reception, bar and snack bar complex
and a covered swimming pool and

paddling pool with jacuzzi. A picturesque
spot for a relaxing holiday amid some of

France’s greatest sights.

Camping La Sagne
Sarlat
Tel +33 553 28 18 36 www.camping-la-sagne.com

Centred on the historic château, this
spacious estate has three lakes,

two for fishing and one with a sandy
beach and safe swimming area.
There are 135 good sized touring
pitches, level, terraced and hedged.
There’s a superb restaurant, pool

complex and activities for children
- but there is no disco. An idyllic

spot for a relaxing holiday.  

Château Le Verdoyer
Saint Pardoux
Tel +33 553 56 94 64 www.verdoyer.fr



Touring
There are many reasons to avoid high season, if you can. Queues

are shorter, there’s less traffic, a calmer atmosphere and prices

are often cheaper too.You can stroll through a market, jostled only

by enthusiastic locals, not camera-toting tourists. And you’d

probably be hoping for that magical weather that encourages

shirtsleeves and shorts, without being too hot.
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small, easy to get round in two or three hours, so can be
a good option when indifferent children are in tow (there
are decent catering amenities too). You can get a fantastic,
and little seen, view from across the river: Camping Le
Moulin Fort is a delightful, friendly site that hires bikes so
you can follow the woodland path that leads half a mile
or so from the campsite right up to the château. 

Speaking of cycling, many sites offer bike hire, and this
can be a great way to enjoy a different perspective and
get up close and personal to this charming region. With
less traffic on the roads, plenty of country lanes to choose
from, good visibility of traffic in both directions and a
generally flat terrain, you’ll soon appreciate the relaxed
feel of off peak pedal power. 
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Château to château
In short, the early autumn or spring periods are a wonderful time to plan a break.

A few days spent château-hopping in the Loire Valley proves the point perfectly.

With excellent campsites to choose from, all with extended open dates, it is easy

to put together a leisurely itinerary. And with more world class châteaux than you

can shake a stick at, the problem is what to leave out of your schedule.

The call of the hounds
Around Tours you’ll find a clutch of the most stunning

châteaux, curiously many beginning with a ‘Ch’. There’s
Chaumont with its internationally renowned garden festival,
high up on the promontory. Cheverny, perhaps the best
furnished of all châteaux and the inspiration for elegant
Moulinsart in the Tintin books, is also home to a pack
of hunting hounds – feeding time is a truly dramatic
spectacle so be sure to plan that in to your visit.

Chambord, with its Leonardo da Vinci intertwined
staircases (allowing clandestine visitors to the king’s
rooms to pass eachother unnoticed), is set in vast
parklands and can easily take a day of your tour.

Chenonceau is immaculate, instantly recognisable by
its graceful arches that span the river and give it the
appearance of ‘floating on air and water’. It’s relatively

Low season touring



...the Low Season - with

60%off
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Low season touring

Camping Cheque is a fixed price scheme allowing you to go as you please,

staying on over 600 campsites across Europe, always paying the same rate and

saving you up to 60% on regular pitch fees. One Cheque gives you one night for

2 people + unit on a standard pitch, with electricity. It’s as simple as that. And

when you use Camping Cheques you’ll find great quality facilities that are

actually open and a welcoming conviviality.

It’s a proven system, launched in 1999 and recognised by over 600
participating campsites - so no nasty surprises. And it’s flexible, allowing you to
travel between campsites, and also countries, on a whim - so there’s no need
to pre-book. If you’re concerned that sounds dicey don’t worry: it’s low season,
so campsites are rarely full (though advance bookings can be made). 

The beauty is you can stay as long as you like, travelling in complete
freedom. Camping Cheques are valid for two years - so no pressure to use
them up. (If you have a couple left over after your trip, simply keep them for
the following year, or use them up in the UK). 

Camping Cheques can be used right into mid-July and from late August
on many sites. Over 90 campsites in France alone accept Camping Cheques
from 20th August. And from time to time some campsites will accept
Cheques outside these dates too.

Your Alan Rogers Travel Card also acts as a Camping Cheque Silver
Card – once activated (see page 7), simply buy and load Cheques
electronically. Buy Cheques as you travel and check your balance anytime.
Simple, secure, convenient.



Special offers mean you can stay extra nights free

(eg 7 nights for 6 Cheques) or even a month free for a month

paid. Especially popular in Spain during the winter, these

longer-term offers can effectively halve the nightly rate.

Check the Site Directory for details.

22 www.alanrogers.com/destinations
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More information
Ask for your FREE continental road map,

which explains how Camping Cheque works
01580 214002 

FREE downloadable Site Directory
alanrogers.com/directory 

campingcheque.co.uk 

Where to stay
Camping La Grande Tortue,
Candé sur Beuvron
Cycling distance from beautiful
Chaumont and close to many top
châteaux. Try the Lion d’Or in the
village for a memorable meal, close
enough to walk back afterwards.

Camping Cheques accepted 

13 April – 13 July
19 August – 21 September

Camping de Chantepie,
Saumur
6 km from Saumur’s imposing hilltop
château, this rural site has sweeping
views of its own.

Camping Cheques accepted 

29 April – 7 July
24 August – 13 September

Camping L’Isle Verte,
Montsoreau
Close to Saumur but a great base
for exploring many gems of the
Loire – and with the added bonus
of a great onsite restaurant.

Camping Cheques accepted 

1 April – 6 July
24 August – 12 October

Kawan Village Les Bois
du Bardelet, Gien
Idyllic rural location, with excellent
fishing lakes and its own restaurant,
just 5 km from Gien’s dramatic
riverside château.

Camping Cheques accepted

19 April – 11 July
15 August – 28 September

Low season touring



The famous Portuguese photographer Aldo Soares takes a different

perspective on everyday campsite life and captures a unique and quirky view

of Tarragona campsites Cambrils Park and Camping Resort Sanguli-Salou. The

familiar aspects of a camping holiday have never looked so surreal.

All rights reserved, copyright Aldo Soares

In the frame

Keeping 
it surreal
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The best
campsites in Europe?

Each January, at the prestigious Vakantiebeurs in Utrecht, we

announce the winners of the Alan Rogers Campsite Awards

before an invited audience of Europe’s camping and

caravanning fraternity and related media.
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The Alan Rogers Campsite Awards



The Alan Rogers Campsite
Awards 2012

For more than 40 years, Alan Rogers Guides have
developed a reputation as the most authoritative,
independent guides to the best campsites. No other guide
provides the same level of detail and quality assessment
and so, through these awards, we aim to celebrate
achievement by campsites, highlight their endeavour and
recognise their excellence.

The Alan Rogers Campsite Awards are designed to be
different from other award schemes and to reflect the
variety and the values which are conveyed in our guides
and website. Candidates from more than 3,000 campsites
are considered, with input from campsite assessors, head
office team and, of course, readers.

The resulting award winners cover a geographical
area from Portugal to Croatia, and, in all, campsites in
10 different countries are celebrated, all outstanding in
their class.

For full details of all winners and runners up visit

alanrogers.com/awards
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Winner
Camping Las Palmeras (ES80330)
Sant Père Pescador, Spain

Las Palmeras is an outstanding family site, well located 
at the heart of the Costa Brava. This is a long standing 
popular, family run site with a genuinely warm, friendly 
welcome for everyone and an excellent range
of amenities.

Runners up
Camping Les Embruns (FR29180)
Le Pouldu, France

The warm welcome at this friendly French campsite 
guarantees an excellent start to any holiday and there
is a wonderful range of activities here, supported by
a friendly, enthusiastic team.

Camping Vela Blu (IT6028)
Cavallino, Italy

This is a friendly, family style site with an exceptional 
location, and direct access to a fine sandy beach.
There is a range of top class amenities including
an excellent water park.

Alan Rogers Welcome Award
This award takes account of sites offering a particularly
friendly welcome and maintaining a friendly ambience
throughout readers’ holidays. 

The Alan Rogers Campsite Awards

Recognising

excellence

Winner
Cofton Country Holidays (UK0970)
Dawlish, England

A first class large site close to a fine beach, this site is 
constantly being developed and improved. For the 2012 
season, an impressive new indoor pool complex has been
added as well as a new café / bar, both open all year.

Runners up
Castel Camping Le Petit Trianon (FR86010)
Ingrandes-sur-Vienne, France

A member of France’s ‘Les Castels’, set in the
grounds of an 18th century château. New ownership
is dynamic, with an ambitious programme of 
improvements, including a new tree house and
innovative accommodation.

Camping Kovacine (CR6765)
Cres, Croatia

This superb family campsite has constantly improved:
an impressive new facilities block has been added,
along with special amenities for the disabled, and
a new, imaginative children’s play area.

Alan Rogers Progress Award
This award reflects the hard work and commitment
undertaken by particular site owners to improve and
upgrade their site. Candidates for this award may be
existing sites which have undergone a far reaching
improvement programme, or possibly have passed into
new ownership and benefited from substantial investment.
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Winner
Camping Wulfener Hals (DE3003)
Wulfen auf Fehmarn, Germany

An outstanding family site with an excellent setting
by the sea. We consider this site to be a perfect choice 
for families seeking an active holiday. Activities such
as sailing, diving, golf, fishing and many others are
all possible.

Runners up
Caravan Park Sexten (IT6203)
Sexten, Italy

This fine site is ideally located for a wide range of 
mountain sports as well as tennis, mountain biking, 
fishing and skiing in winter. The excellent spa and 
wellness centre offers state-of-the-art facilities.  

Camping Seehof (AU0065)
Kramsach, Austria

There is a wonderful choice of family activities at this 
excellent Tyrolean campsite: trekking, climbing, mountain
biking, riding and skiing in winter are all on offer.  

Winner
Camp Marina di Venezia (IT6045)
Punta Sabbioni, Italy

A well established site with direct access to an excellent,
wide sandy beach and within walking distance of the 
ferry to Venice. Excellent amenities include a top class 
restaurant and magnificent aqua park.  

Runners up
Camping Le Pavillon Royal (FR64060)
Bidart, France

An excellent family site with a magnificent cliff top
setting and views across to the northern Spanish coast. 
The beach is superb, while impressive amenities include 
a restaurant, fitness room and swimming pool. 

Yelloh! Village Turiscampo (PO8202)
Lagos, Portugal 

This fine site is close to a fine beach on Portugal’s 
Algarve coast. There are some great amenities here, 
including an elevated Californian style swimming pool 
and excellent restaurant. 
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Alan Rogers Active Holiday Award
This award reflects sites in outstanding locations which
are ideally suited for active holidays. 

Alan Rogers Seaside Award
This award is made for sites which we feel are
particularly suitable for a really excellent seaside holiday.



Winner
Camping l’Etang de la Fougeraie (FR58040)
St. Leger-de-Fougeret, France

This is an excellent, peaceful and welcoming site in
the dramatic Parc Naturel du Morvan, ideally located
for walking and cycling holidays. Fishing here is very 
popular and there is a friendly bar and restaurant.

Runners up
Camping Country (CZ4896)
Hluboke Masuvky, Czech Republic

This is a well cared for and attractively landscaped
site with just 60 pitches, close to the historical town
of Znojmo. This rural site is close to an important 
national park and is a great base for walking
and cycling. 

Tehidy Holiday Park (UK0115)
Redruth, England

Tehidy is an excellent family site with just 30 touring 
pitches in a delightful woodland setting. The owners
are friendly and provide a good range of amenities
with the nearest beach just 3 miles away.

The Alan Rogers Readers Award
Alan Rogers readers are invited to nominate
(by means of an on-line poll at www.alanrogers.com
and www.alanrogers.nl) their favourite campsite.

Winner
Camping de Papillon (NL6470)
Denekamp, Netherlands

This is an excellent site for nature and the environment. 
All buildings are heated by solar energy and recycled 
water is used as much as possible. Another great 
innovation is the amazing water spray pool for children. 

Runners up
Camping les Moulins (FR85625)
Noirmoutier, France

An excellent family campsite, Les Moulins has a 
wonderful range of highly innovative accommodation 
which takes full advantage of the site’s magnificent 
seaside location.

Camping Monte Holiday (ES92120)
Gargantilla de Lozoya, Spain

Monte Holiday is very popular, family campsite with a 
strong ecotourism theme and a reputation for constant 
innovation. It is located close to the Somosierra 
mountains and is an ideal base for mountain sports.
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Alan Rogers Small Campsite Award
This new award acknowledges top quality small
campsites (less than 75 pitches) which offer a
friendly welcome and top quality amenities
throughout the season.

Alan Rogers Innovation Award
This award acknowledges campsites with outstanding
creative and original concepts, possibly with features
which are unique, and simply cannot be found
elsewhere.

Winner
Camping La Yole (FR85150)
St Jean de Monts, France

La Yole has been a favourite with Alan Rogers for many 
years. This is a very friendly family site in a very popular 
holiday area with a well organised, happy atmosphere.
We are delighted that this fine site proved the most 
popular with Alan Rogers readers in 2012.



Winner
Camping Les Dômes de Miage (FR74140)
St Gervais les Bains, France

This site is ideally located for discovering some of 
Europe’s finest mountain scenery, with miles of footpaths
passing very close to the site. The friendly owners are 
passionate about their site and their region.

Runners up
Hidden Valley Touring and Camping Park (UK0710)
Ilfracombe, England

An impressive site in an attractive situation in a wooded 
valley, beside a small stream and lake. Devon’s stunning 
countryside surrounds the site and the nearest beach
is just 5 miles away. 

Camping Waalstrand (NL5823)
Gendt, Netherlands

This site extends along the banks of the River Waal
close to the pretty village of Gendt. The site is 
surrounded by an excellent nature reserve with many 
walks and cycle tracks. Boating is possible on the river 
and the site has its own ramp.

The Alan Rogers Campsite Awards

Alan Rogers Country Award  
This award contrasts with the Seaside Award and
acknowledges sites which are attractively located
in pleasant, rural locations.

Winner
Camping Union Lido Vacanze (IT6020)
Cavallino, Italy

Union Lido has been in Alan Rogers guides for over
40 years and has a massive range of first rate amenities, 
including the new Funny World family park. There is 
direct access to a superb sandy beach. 

Runners up
Recreatiepark de Achterste Hoef (NL6710)
Bladel, Netherlands 

There really is something for everyone at this top quality 
Dutch site. This is very much a family site with an 
impressive range of facilities, and a lake with its own 
beach. This is also an ideal base for walking and cycling.

Camping La Torre del Sol (ES8540)
Montroig, Spain

A top quality site in the south of Catalunya with an 
amazing array of amenities. There is an excellent 
swimming pool complex and top quality entertainment 
programme, as well as an 800m wide sandy beach.

Alan Rogers Family Site Award
Many sites claim to be family friendly but this award
acknowledges the sites we feel to be the very best
in this respect. 

The Alan Rogers Special Award
The Special Award is presented to campsites which
we feel have suffered very significant setbacks and have
not only returned to their former condition, but can fairly
be considered to be better than before. For 2012, we
wish to acknowledge a Spanish campsite, Les Pedres
(ES80240). This site suffered severe fire damage but
has made a highly impressive recovery.

www.alanrogers.com/destinations 31



We invite leading caravanning author John Wickersham to hold

a short masterclass on gas and mains electricity on campsites

at home and abroad. It’s a timely refresher, or a useful

introduction for newbies, so listen up at the back!

Power

John Wickersham

for pleasure

Let’s start with basics: caravans and

motorhomes are fitted with equipment that

runs on either gas or 230V mains electricity.

Some appliances even operate on both

supplies so let’s take a look at these two

types of fuel.
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Which gas should you use?

Most caravan and motorhome owners use liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) to run their heating and cooking

appliances. This fuel is supplied in portable cylinders and there are two versions of LPG: butane and propane.

Throughout Europe, butane is readily available in portable cylinders and when air temperatures are above freezing,

liquefied butane readily converts into a gas.

However, liquefied propane is more versatile because it converts into a gas at temperatures as low as -400C

(minus 440F). That’s why owners who use their ‘vans in winter often prefer to use propane and this type of LPG

is readily available in the UK.

Unfortunately, propane cylinders are less easy to find in many parts of mainland Europe (though it is often claimed

that some continental gas suppliers add a small amount of propane to their butane leisure cylinders in order to

extend their function in cold conditions).
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Product guidance and availability

Calor Gas Tel: 0800 626626

Campingaz Tel: 01275 845024 (Coleman UK)

Gaslow International Tel: 0845 4000 600

Tip: Suppliers like Calor Gas normally put

butane in a BLUE cylinder whereas propane

is in a RED cylinder. The coupling valves on

these cylinders are different, too.

However, this colour coding is not adopted

by other suppliers; for instance, BP Gas Light

propane cylinders are GREEN and WHITE.

Trips abroad: For short visits abroad, many UK owners

take Calor or BP Gas Light supplies and if these run out

they then switch to Campingaz 907 butane cylinders which

are sold in many European countries. Others have one or

two Gaslow’s refillable propane cylinders installed as an

alternative strategy and these are permanently linked

to an externally mounted refill coupling point.

Replenishment is carried out on forecourts that dispense

propane for vehicles converted to run on LPG.

Probably the most readily available butane cylinders sold

abroad are from Campingaz - though the largest 907 size

holds considerably less gas (2.72 kg) than anything from

Calor Gas, whose smallest cylinder contains 4.5 kg.

Also, note that Campingaz is seldom available in Finland,

Norway and Sweden. In other words, if you visit

Scandinavia for longer than the normal output life of your

Calor cylinders, you may have to switch to those countries’

own products. That would entail purchasing the

appropriate couplings – Gaslow International can supply

adaptors before you leave the UK.
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Electrical hook-upsMost UK caravanning sites are normally equipped with 230V hook-ups. Even a growing number of

the 5-van Certificated venues listed by UK national caravanning clubs are equipped with hook-ups as

well. Similar situations have evolved abroad and some informal parking places designed for overnight

motorcaravan halts now have coin or token-activated coupling points.

It has helped, of course, that mains voltages throughout Europe are presently set at 230V, albeit with

small plus/minus permitted variations. Modern caravan and motorhome sites also have a universal

coupling socket which adopts the pattern of UK industrial components. However, older sites abroad

usually retain their original coupling sockets and visitors would then need an adaptor in order to make

a connection. Many accessory specialists sell adaptors to suit the countries you intend visiting.
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Tip: If you come across a hook-up

installation which looks electrically

uncertain, together with an untidy

collection of couplings, it is better
not to use it.
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A further matter which occurs throughout Europe concerns the amount of 230V electricity that an individual

coupling point is able to provide. This is measured in Amps and a site’s supply capability is something to check

at the Reception office.

For example, a supply point offering a maximum of only 3 Amps might only be sufficient to run a small, flat

screen TV and a few mains lights. The largest output from a campsite is 16A and this is able to operate a

microwave oven, a low wattage camping kettle, a refrigerator (set for mains operation) and the electric element

on a water heater.

On the other hand, it’s advisable not to operate several ‘greedy’ high wattage appliances simultaneously in case

you over-load the site system. Over-loading a hook-up point activates a safety trip switch that will automatically

cut off the supply serving your pitch.

Moreover, on some continental sites, it is not unusual to find that the live and neutral supply cables are reversed.

This situation, referred to as reverse polarity, is revealed when you check a supply using a mains testing device

like the one shown here. For safety’s sake, it is advisable not to use a hook-up that has been wired in reverse

although there are ways to remedy this situation. Check the advice on reverse polarity that appears in the books

listed below.
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Safety first: Be sure
to consult your owner’s
manual and follow all safety
advice regarding gas and
electrical appliances,
supply systems,servicing and thecoupling/uncoupling

procedures. Always use

purpose-made coupling-up cable

and do NOT join a second cable to increase

its overall length. The approved coupling sockets

(though damp-resistant) are not water-tight

and connections must never become

submerged during heavy rain.

More information

Detailed illustrated guidance concerning gas, 230V issues

and many other subjects is given in the following books by

John Wickersham, published by Haynes.

The Caravanning Handbook

The Caravan Manual

The Motorcaravanning Handbook

The Motorcaravan Manual

Available from all good bookshops, internet book retailers

and from Haynes (01963 442030 haynes.co.uk).

Further technical advice at wickyworld.co.uk
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Brittany may be a land of myths and legends, granite

villages, cider and seafood. But it’s the spectacular coast

which makes it such a fabulous destination for many

campers and caravanners.

A toast to the Coast
36 www.alanrogers.com/destinations

Brittany



For much of its history, Brittany has been isolated from the rest of world by

dense forest and a rugged coastline, with the result that its inhabitants have

retained unique traditions and a regional pride. Its Celtic past is evident.

Settlers arrived from Cornwall, fleeing Roman invaders, and their descendants

joined William of Normandy on his conquest. Thus ‘Breton Cornish’ legends

and language became intertwined with those of the British Celts.
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Brittany

Something

different…?
Pont Aven is a pretty artists’ village, not

far from Concarneau and fully equipped

with cafés, shops and galleries. A pleasant

spot for mooching around on a day when

you’re in no rush to hit the beach.
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Holidays like they used to be

But for all this proud independence and steely self
containment, it has long been a popular holiday destination
for families who enjoy a taste of holidays ‘as they used to be’.
Brittany remains seemingly untouched and wonderfully old
fashioned – in a good way. 

You’ll find bustling little fishing ports, sheltering jauntily painted
fishing boats and some of France’s finest seafood restaurants.
A lazy afternoon spent toying with some fruits de mer in
Bénodet is one of life’s more simple pleasures. Inland you’ll
drive through sleepy villages, often disconcertingly deserted,
past lush orchards of cherries and apples, and you’ll be
incessantly tempted by charming little creperies bedecked
in gingham. 

You’ll discover a range of great beaches, from intriguing
rock pools – a rite of passage for youngsters with their
shrimping nets – to endless ribbons of clean, sandy beach.
Off the coast, you’ll spot the white sailed boats that seem
motionless out in the bay. Camping de Kéranterec near
Concarneau is a friendly campsite that ticks a number of
boxes: great sandy beach, nearby oyster beds, rock pools
to explore and choice of crêperies – its was even once an
orchard, so you can buy cider from the trees on your
pitch. That’s Brittany camping in one.
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Travel Tips
Catch an overnight ferry to St Malo, Caen
or Roscoff, docking early morning and arrive
on site in good time for a swim. If driving
down from Calais, the good news is the
autoroutes, unusually, have no tolls.

Brittany
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Coasts with the most
This striking region features a varied coastline that is

endlessly fascinating and beautiful. In the north lie the
rugged cliffs and jagged inlets of the Emerald Coast.
Stay at Camping Le Vieux Moulin, in Erquy and you’ll
be close to no less than seven superb beaches, including
the 9 km stretch of gleaming white sand at Le Val-
André, one of the best beaches on the north coast.

Further along the north coast, the Pink Granite
coast features otherworldly shapes of weathered granite
– some outcrops even have their own descriptive
names like Napoleon’s Hat, The Witch and The Rabbit.
Stay at Camping Les Capucines at St Michel en
Grève, perched high above a stunning beach: it’s a
fine spot for enjoying a spectacular coastal drive along
the pink granite formations between Perros-Guirec
and Trebeurden. Take a late afternoon stroll here and
admire the pink tinged boulders that catch the soft
light at the end of the day. 

To the west the Crozon peninsular, on the tip
of Finistère, reaches out into the Atlantic like a
dragon’s tongue. The Pointe du Raz, Brittany’s
equivalent of Land’s End is a wild, evocative
place with dramatic heather topped cliffs and
atmospheric granite hewn villages.  

Further south, the landscape is much gentler.
The soft sandy beaches and tidal pools around
Concarneau are what childhood was invented
for, and the beaches at Beg Meil are safe and
gently shelving. Further south still, beyond
Lorient, it’s a sunny region, blessed with the
warm waters of the Gulf Stream, and there
can at times be an almost sub-tropical feel
as you head down the Quiberon peninsula
with its palm trees and white sandy beaches.
The little islands that speckle the bay are
visited by ferries and make a lovely day out
for a change of scene.

It’s a cliché but Brittany really does offer
something for everyone – just choose your
destination and campsite carefully. You’ll
find colour, spectacular surroundings and
fabulous coastlines. So, as the toast goes,
‘Be Breizh!’ – celebrate all that is Breton
and embrace its individuality. 
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Where to stay

Port l’Epine
Trélévern, Côtes d’Amor

alanrogers.com/FR22130 

Kids under 12 eat FREE
in low season

Camping Bellevue
Erquy, Côtes d’Armor

alanrogers.com/FR22210

10% discount in low season

Camping les Embruns
Clohars-Carnoet, Finistère

alanrogers.com/FR29180

‘Grand confort’ pitch for only
€16 during selected periods

Camping le Moustoir
Carnac, Morbihan

alanrogers.com/FR56110

7 nights for the price of 6,
with no booking fees
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Situated on the Côtes d’Armor, a mile
from the sandy beaches near Erquy,

Camping Bellevue offers a quiet
country retreat with easy access to
the cliffs of Cap Fréhel, Sables d’Or
and St Cast. It’s a great family site
with good activities, covered pool,

many excellent beaches and pretty
resorts like Dinard and Dinan close by.   

Camping Bellevue
Erquy
Tel +33 296 72 33 04 www.campingbellevue.fr 

Erquy is a pretty holiday resort nestling
alongside plenty of great sandy beaches

on the north Brittany coast, west of
St Malo. One of the best beaches is
just 900 metres from this wooded site.
Les Pins is a long established site with
235 touring pitches and some impressive

amenities including an excellent pool
complex of over 600 m2 with water slides

and lazy river. 

Yelloh! Village Les Pins
Erquy
Tel +33 296 72 31 12 www.camping-les-pins-erquy.com

A wonderfully friendly family site,
Le Raguenès-Plage is attractive with

many shrubs and trees. The sandy
beach is just a short walk across the
field and the 287 pitches are a good
size, flat and grassy. The pool complex
has indoor pool and slides and not far

away lies historic Concarneau with its
shops and restaurants. An idyllic spot

for a traditional beach holiday.

Camping Le Raguenès-Plage
Névez
Tel +33 298 06 80 69 www.camping-le-raguenes-plage.com 
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Camping le Ty-Nadan is an exciting site with
superb activities set amongst wooded

countryside, not far from the fine beaches
of southern Brittany. The pitches are
mostly shady. The pool complex, with
indoor pool, is impressive and the range
of activities includes zip wire, canoeing,

mountain bikes, quad bikes and many
sports. The beaches of Concarneau and

Carnac are not far.

Camping Le Ty-Nadan
Locunolé
Tel +33 298 71 75 47 www.camping-ty-nadan.fr
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This south Brittany site is attractively
terraced, overlooking the sea just outside

the historic old port of Concarneau,
with its shops and restaurants lining
the cobbled streets in the lovely old
fortress in the centre. There are
excellent sandy beaches close at

hand and most of the 108 touring
pitches are attractively shaded by

large mature trees and shrubs.

Camping Les Sables Blancs
Concarneau
Tel +33 298 97 16 44 www.camping-lessablesblancs.com 

Easy to get to and just 13 km from the
dramatic port of St Malo, this relaxed

family campsite is set back from the
coast road, 300 metres from a fine
sandy beach. It is a pleasant,
sheltered site with a range of trees
and shrubs and 141 level, grassy

pitches. The site is 5 km from the
pretty seaside resort of Dinard, and

iconic Mont St Michel is not far.

Camping La Touesse
Saint Lunaire
Tel +33 299 46 61 13 www.saint-malo-camping.com



A friendly family-run site, Kéranterec has
265 grassy pitches with terraced

pitches set in a former orchard which
slopes down to the creek. Spacious
and divided by mature hedging,
many pitches have shade from apple
trees (cider is still made here). Shops

and restaurants in historic Concarneau
are 8 km and excellent sandy beaches

are on the doorstep. 

Camping de Kéranterec
La Forêt-Fouesnant
Tel +33 298 56 98 11 www.camping-keranterec.com
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L’Ile Verte is located on the bay of Le Mont
Saint-Michel, close to Cancale and the

historic port of St Malo. It’s a good
base for discovering this beautiful
region and is just 400 metres from
the sandy beach. It has generously
sized, grassy pitches and facilities

include a covered swimming pool,
good entertainment and organised

activities in high season.

Camping de L’Ile Verte
Saint Benoit-des-Ondes
Tel +33 299 58 62 55 www.campingdelileverte.com

This medium sized, traditional site is
situated on a ten acre hillside with fine

views of the Finistère coast and its
sandy coves and rocky outcrops.
It is a genuine family site, personally
run by the Jacq family who all speak
good English. The 200 pitches are

arranged on flat, shady terraces in
small groups with attractive hedges

and flowering shrubs. 

Camping Le Panoramic
Telgruc-sur-Mer
Tel +33 298 27 78 41 www.camping-panoramic.com
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Just 50 metres from the safe, sandy beach
this is a small, simple campsite for

enjoying the big, wide beaches that
stretch 23 km along this south Brittany
coast. There are wonderful sea views
out to the Glénan archipelago and it is
an excellent base for exploring the

region, from elegant Quimper down to
ancient Carnac. Closer still are picturesque

old Concarneau and Pont Aven.   

Camping Le Suroit
Trégunc
Tel +33 298 50 01 76 www.campinglesuroit.com  

In a wonderful setting with direct access
to the sheltered, sandy bay on the

Morbihan coast of southern Brittany.
Pitches are grassy and with moderate
shade, while the pretty village close
by offers shops, restaurants and
supermarket. The zoo, Carnac’s

beaches and ancient stones and
the attractive streets of picturesque

Pont Aven are great days out. 

Camping Belle Plage
Ploemeur
Tel +33 297 56 77 17 www.camping-belleplage.fr
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Want independent
campsite reviews
at your fingertips?

Discover more about these sites at
alanrogers.com
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On a holiday there’s enough to think about

without wondering what to expect when you

get there. So if heading across the Channel,

a little knowledge pays dividends.

Overnight stops
If embarking on a long drive, you
might be planning an overnight stop.
Don’t automatically assume you can
swing into a campsite for one night
only, especially in high season.
Naturally enough, owners would
rather have long-stay guests than
the more labour-intensive ‘one-
nighters’. Camping Cheque is a
useful exception to this (although
mainly for periods outside mid-July
to mid-August).

You have arrived
at your destination
Ideally try to avoid arriving between
12:00-14:00 hrs. Lunchtime often
means that reception is closed and
you’ll be twiddling your thumbs.
If this is unavoidable, you could
usefully pop to the supermarket
for provisions.
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The Italian way 

Pitches on many Italian sites are

smaller than elsewhere in Europe.

The reason for this is that vehicles

are often left in a parking area

outside the gates. The idea is to

reduce noise and provide a more

attractive, restful ambience.

Of course, you can drive on to the

site in order to unload and to pack

up at the end of your stay.
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Coming & going
Increasingly there’s a barrier entry
system, and you’ll be issued with
a swipe card or similar for access.
Expect to be asked for a credit card
(often swiped but not charged) as
a deposit. If expecting to be back
late, be sure to check if the barrier
is ‘locked’ at, say, 10:30pm. Equally,
if planning an early start to catch a
ferry, you can sometimes park up
near the entrance or outside the
gates, while still being able to use
the facilities.

Breathe easy
Since 1st July 2012 all drivers have
been obliged carry breathalysers in
France in a move to tackle drink
driving in the country. If motorists
have had a drink, they are now
expected to have checked they are
under the limit before setting off.
Drivers caught without the device
on board face a fine of €11.

The kits, retailing for well under £5,
are widely available and will enable
motorists to see if they are under the
French limit of 50 mg of alcohol per
100 ml of blood (a significant 30 mg
lower than in the UK). It is worth
having two devices on board so that
you always have one unused in order
to comply. On arrival

You may well be asked for ID
(a passport is generally sufficient,
though the old-style Camping
Carnet lingers in some areas).
The point of ID, not unreasonably,
is to discourage guests from
driving off without paying.
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The Knowledge

A quick bite
Stopping for a break en route is
always welcome and generally on
the continent there are plenty of
good options. Routiers have long
since offered low cost and great
value dining for lorry drivers but all
are welcome. Expect no frills but
great value.   

And consider the benefits of
continental supermarket self-service
cafeterias: inexpensive, good value,
close to your route and, perhaps
best of all if travelling with fractious
youngsters, you can see the food
before you choose it.

The crafty what?
In France it’s generally a pleasure to drive on the high quality, well serviced
motorways. With a similar number of cars to the UK, but twice the area, it’s
clear there’s a lot more road space to go round. However if you hanker after
a more laid-back route, you can opt for the Bison Fute (literally, Crafty Bison).
The Bison Futé network of routes (you may well see the ‘Bis’ routes signposted)
often are picturesque Routes Nationales (equivalent to our A-roads) and may
follow the old, straight Roman roads through rural France. Apart from having
to pass the odd tractor and slowing down to go through villages, they are
mostly relatively free of traffic.

For details see (www.bison fute.equipement.gouv.fr)

Tip: Plan a slightly early or slightly
late lunch and you’ll be surprised
how much quieter the roads are.

While other motorists stop at
a conventional time, you can

press on.





Vendée and Charente Maritime
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From south of Nantes, down to the Gironde

estuary, runs a flat, sparsely populated and rather

unprepossessing region which draws in more

holidaymakers than any other département

on France’s Atlantic coast.

We take a look at what makes the Vendée

and Charente Maritime so attractive to tourists

and to British campers and caravanners

in particular.

Coast
with the most
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The Vendée Coast

All over France, Bastille Day is celebrated through

dance, music and firework displays. All in the name

of the Revolution and Liberté, Egalité et Fraternité.

Although it is difficult to resist a good party on your

National Day, celebrations in the Vendée can be more

subdued than elsewhere. This region was, after all, a

hotbed of counter-revolution where in 1793 the

peasants rose up against the revolutionary government

which had come to power four years earlier. 

Today, many Vendéeans are still very aware of their

region’s bloody history but as 14th July approaches

are happy to organise festivities for the huge influx of

summer visitors. In fact, the Vendée attracts over

5 million tourists each year, the vast majority (87%)

are French but of all overseas visitors nearly half are

British. With tourism so important to the

region you would expect a wide choice of

accommodation options,

particularly around the

main holiday resorts,

but it may come

as a surprise

that over two

thirds of this

accommodation

capacity is on

campsites.

So what is it about

the Vendée that makes it so

attractive to the British and to

campers and caravanners in

particular? Well, it can probably

be summed up in three little

words: sun, sea and location.

Vendée and Charente Maritime

Beaches all
along the Vendée’s140 km coastline

Having your own beneficial microclimate is a good

starting point. Figures vary but coastal Les Sables-

d’Olonne reputedly enjoys well over 2,000 hours of

sunshine per year. Even the sunniest places on the

Côte d’Azur manage little more than 2,500 and the

comparative figure for London is less than 1,500. It

seems there are many contributing factors to the

Vendée’s magnificent climate but the warming currents

of the Gulf Stream play their part. The clearer skies

tend to appear close to the coast near the mouth of

the Loire with the sun beating down on most of the

coast north of the Gironde estuary. 

Beaches all along the Vendée’s 140 km coastline

are a sight to behold and perfect for the quintessential

family beach holiday. The crescent shaped Grande

Plage at Les Sables is one of the safest but it’s also

worth seeking out the Plage du Veillon at Talmont-

Saint-Hilaire. Considered one of the best beaches in

the Vendée, it is 1.5 km long and includes a sand

dune spit formed at the mouth of the river Payré.

Wonderful beaches and surprisingly good climate

are the essential ingredients for the perfect holiday.

Realise that a popular resort like St Jean-de-Monts lies

just 150 miles or a three hour drive from the port of

St Malo and you begin to understand just why the

Vendée is so popular with British holidaymakers. 

So next year, why not put the Vendée on your

‘must-visit’ list? With 350 campsites waiting to

welcome you there’s something for all tastes.

Big and lively by the beach or quiet and spacious by

the Lac du Jaunay. And if you can, do try to be here

on 14th July as everyone enjoys a good party. 
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sun, sea
and location

The Charente Maritime Coast

Further south, the Charente coastline is epitomised

by the inevitable ribbons of sandy beach backed by

dunes and fragrant pine forests. There are over 100

beaches to choose from, ranging from the safe, gently

shelving beaches around the bucket and spade resort of

Royan to the more turbulent surf of the Côte Sauvage at

La Palmyre, popular with surfers and wind surfers.

The pines have a peculiar and beguiling effect, enticing

you from the frazzling rôtisserie heat of the beach to the

cool embrace of the scented canopy. The French have

long valued the restorative benefits of a shady afternoon

snooze after a lazy lunch, and British campers have

cottoned on with enthusiasm, willingly surrendering to 

the call of the forests. When it is this hot, shade is a

prized commodity, and the pine forests can be vast,

usually interlaced with paths and cycle tracks. 

The Brits seem to have an affinity with the laid-back

lifestyle here: easy going days on the beach, the simple

pleasures of the barbecue and a dip in the pool. The

major resorts of Royan, famed for its oysters, La Rochelle

with its stylish boulevards and shops and La Palmyre,

a family favourite for its zoo, punctuate the coastline and

add welcome variety. Saintes provides a little history in

the shape of a major Roman amphitheatre dating back

to 40AD, one of France’s largest. 
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Vendée and Charente Maritime

over 100 beachesin the Charente
Maritime
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Where to stay

Don’t Miss!

Puy du Fou
With over 1 million visitors each year, this is a historical theme park
with an extravagant son et lumière and a cast of hundreds.

St Gilles-Croix-de-Vie
Try the seafood restaurants around the little port of St Gilles.

Marais Poitevin
Take a small boat and paddle along the waterways of the Charente’s
‘Green Venice’

Ile de Ré
A picturesque island, off La Rochelle, with stunning white beaches
and pretty villages.

La Rochelle
A beautiful town with maritime history, aquarium and bustling streets.

Ile d’Oléron
Fabulous beaches and oyster beds.
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Camping La Bretonnière
St Julien-des-Landes
alanrogers.com/FR85850

14 nights for the price of 10
during low season

Camping La Yole
St Jean de Monts
alanrogers.com/FR85150

10% discount on golf nearby

Castel Camping Sequoia
Parc Saint Just-Luzac
alanrogers.com/FR17140

FREE tennis in low season

Camping Les Peupliers
La Flotte-en-Ré
alanrogers.com/FR17290

7 nights for the price of 6
during low season
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Set in the tranquil and beautiful natural
parkland surrounding an 18th-century

château, this lovely site has 200 large,
grassy pitches. The large estate has a
mix of woodland, open meadows and
fishing lakes and outbuildings around
the old courtyard have been tastefully

converted (including a bar and restaurant
in the old stables). Just 20 minutes away

lie the sweeping sandy beaches.

Château la Foret
Saint Julien-des-Landes
Tel +33 251 46 62 11 www.chateaulaforet.com

This is a great location, 20 minutes from
the bright lights and amenities of Sables

d’Olonne (one of the region’s favourite
resorts) and just 5 minutes from wide
sandy beaches. It’s popular with
young families and there is a pool and
a good range of activities to keep

youngsters amused. Further afield lies
La Rochelle (1 hour) and the spectacular

Puy du Fou never disappoints.

Camping Le Beauchêne
Avrillé
Tel +33 251 22 30 49 www.lebeauchene.com

Les Biches is a popular campsite 4 km 
from the vast, gently shelving sandy

beaches of this region. The 434 pitches
are set among tall shady pines, mostly
hedged and slightly sandy, and an
attractive pool complex is overlooked
by the bar and terrace – handy for

parents. The markets and restaurants
of bustling Saint-Gilles-Croix-de-Vie

are just 10 minutes away.

Camping Les Biches
Saint Hilaire-de-Riez
Tel +33 251 54 38 82 www.camping-les-biches.com 
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Just 5 km from the sunny resort of Royan,
this is a real family site set right beside

a superb, wide sandy beach. It’s
fantastic for youngsters being friendly,
safe and with lots of activities and
sports. The 165 pitches are found
among the shady trees or right beside

the beach. The renowned La Palmyre
zoo is only 20 km away. Winner of the

Readers’ Award in 2012 Alan Rogers Awards. 

Camping Bois Soleil
Saint Georges-de-Didonne
Tel +33 546 05 05 94 www.bois-soleil.com
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Situated to the north east of this
picturesque island, Camping Antioche

is quietly located within a five minute
walk of the sandy beach. There are
130 pitches, set amongst attractive
shrubs and palm trees. A new pool
complex features two swimming

pools, jacuzzis, paddling pools and
a raised sunbathing deck. A great

base for a family beach holiday. 

Camping Antioche d’Oléron
La Brée-les-Bains
Tel +33 546 47 92 00 www.camping-antiochedoleron.com

Lying between Royan and La Rochelle,
this is definitely a site not to be missed!

Approached by an avenue of flowers,
shrubs and trees, this is a Castels
site set in the grounds of a striking
château with beautifully restored
outbuildings and courtyard area with

a bar and restaurant. Pitches are
mostly 140 m2, the aqua parc is huge

and the beaches are marvellous.

Camping Séquoia Parc
Saint Just-Luzac
Tel +33 546 85 55 555 www.sequoiaparc.com



A large, well-equipped campsite in an
ever-popular sunny holiday region with

sensational beaches. It’s just a short
drive to the beautiful beaches of
famous La Palmyre. It has something
to offer campers of all ages, including
400 large pitches, many with good

shade from attractive mature trees,
a good pool complex and regular

high season entertainment. 

Camping Atlantique Parc
Les Mathes
Tel +33 546 02 17 17 www.camping-atlantique-parc.com
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This is a friendly, well run site just 200 metres
from the sandy beach and 3 km from the

resort of Châtelaillon-Plage, south of La
Rochelle. There are 115 touring pitches
laid out on well trimmed grass, with
mature poplars and low shrubs. The
site has a well stocked shop, open all

season, and a small bar and restaurant.
A heated swimming pool and good

activities and entertainment in high season. 

Camping Au Port-Punay
Châtelaillon-Plage
Tel +33 546 56 01 53 www.camping-port-punay.com

A 4 star site in a spacious setting just 3 km
from the superb sandy beaches and with

a range of facilities for the whole family
to enjoy. The heated pool complex
with slides and covered pool is a big
attraction as are the all day childrens’
clubs in high season which provide

entertainment and activities. A great
family base for a wonderful beach holiday. 

Camping Le Trianon
Olonne sur Mer
Tel + 33 253 81 70 00 www.ms-vacances.com
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For many people it might seem the dream job – running your

own campsite amid beautiful surroundings. But the reality is

quite different and it certainly is not always a bed of (English)

roses. Some English owners (well, ok, they’re not all English

but let’s not spoil a good title!) have become good friends of

ours, as well as business associates, and here are some of their

insights into their version of ‘living the dream’.

Englishmen

abroad
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Living the dream
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Patrick and Natalie McAlpine

Why did you decide to run
a campsite in France?

Having met in India, we both had
a dream of owning a campsite as
we had enjoyed camping with our
families as children and teenagers.
Also we wanted a life away from the
city and we loved the idea of raising
our children in France.

Your best moment?

Our best moment was probably
bringing our daughter Sacha home
from the maternity hospital to a full
campsite. We were over the moon,
her big brother Ben was delighted
and so were all the campers. 

Your worst moment!

The worst moment – hmmm…they
fade quickly in the heat of the
season!

Any plans for the future?

Each year brings about new ideas.
We have renovated the barn to
create a relaxed lounge bar for adults
and a play area for the children. 

The pool area has been extended
with a large terraced decking area
furnished with sun loungers.
There is now a tree house, which
is a favourite with the children.
The possibilities are endless.

What do you like most about
your guests?

In the high season our campers tend
to be families with young children,
the same ages as Ben and Sacha,
so we feel we have a lot in common
with them. During the other weeks,
we have couples and older people,
keen to enjoy the beautiful
countryside and the history of the
area, which leads to some interesting
conversations.

If you could change one thing
about visitors to your campsite?

What’s to change? Campers are on
holiday and arrive intending to enjoy
themselves. It is very rare for people
to fail to relax and have a good time
here and that’s after five seasons! 

Camping Domaine
des Mathevies 
Near Sarlat, Dordogne
mathevies.com
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Why did you decide to run a campsite
in France?

We found ourselves working long hours, married with
semi-detached house plus mortgage and decided to
recapture the romantic ideals of our youth before we got
too ‘stuck in a rut’ to escape. We sold up in the UK and
moved to France where we spent 6 months looking for
the right place before ‘opening up’ about 10 years ago.

Your best moment?

The first lie-in when the campsite closes at the end of
each season...bliss! Also an impromptu family disco at
the end of quiz night with families dancing together -
teenagers not bothered about Dad dancing and parents
enjoying the company of their kids. Everyone smiling
and having fun, and knowing that we helped create
the moment.

Your worst moment!

It’s 11pm, the bar’s closed, all the evening admin is
done and you think you’re in for an early night when
someone comes to tell you that the chemical toilet is
blocked and you find yourself spending a couple of
hours knee-deep in the drains...

What do you like most about your guests?

Sometimes we feel that running a campsite is like
organising a big party at home. It’s stressful, completely
occupies your whole being for a time, but it’s worth it
when you see all your guests enjoying themselves in
your home. Having said that, if we could change
anything, it would be to bring back courtesy and
manners among a small minority!

Camping Le Moulin Fort 
Chenonceaux, Loire Valley
lemoulinfort.com

Sarah & John Scarratt and family
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Camping Beau Rivage 
Navarrenx in the Pyrénées-Atlantiques
beaucamping.com

Why did you decide to run
a campsite in France?

We were disillusioned and tired
teachers in Bristol with 25 years
of camping experience (with a tent,
then a camper van) and a love of
gardening and the French way of life.
It seemed the ideal way to combine
these interests so we bought the
site in April 2008.

Your worst moment?

Waking up one morning in July to
find water pouring down the site.
The main water supply had been
fractured. It took 3 men with a 

digger 2 hours to find the leak
and another 2 hours to repair it,
with the main access to the site
blocked all the while.

Your best moment! 

The water going back on! Also many
great moments – just walking up the
site on a warm summer evening,
talking to campers, as the smell of
BBQs drifts around – we feel very
lucky to be able to live like this.

Why did you decide to run
a campsite in France?

We had been looking for something
we could work at together and
spending a miserable late season
holiday on a campsite in Brittany in
1990 gave us a kick-start. We felt we
could provide a better holiday than
that and set about looking for
something to buy. It must be a pretty
good life as we are still here and
doing it for the second time!

Your worst moment?

The first time the site was full in
Airvault was so exciting - some of
our campers made us a cardboard
“Complet” sign to pin up at the
entrance. Also, finding out that we
had been successful in our bid for
Beau Rivage.

Your best moment!

We sowed the grass in Airvault in the
spring of 1993 and then had no rain

for weeks. Every day we would go
out and lie on the ground to search
for signs of life and we became
convinced we would be launching
the campsite with bare-earth pitches.
Many, many sleepless nights later a
green haze appeared and by some
miracle we had a glorious green
carpet in time for the opening in
mid-May.

If you could change one thing
about visitors to your campsite?

We would encourage British visitors
to ask more questions – we are here
to help and give information. French
campers automatically ask for local
knowledge about events, restaurants
etc. but the British tend to be more
reserved. On a lighter note we would
like all our campers to have longer
holidays and deeper pockets!   

Camping La Pointe
Chateaulin, Brittany
lapointesuperbecamping.com

Marc
us 

& J
ulie

 Greg
ory

Richard and Wendy
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Why did you decide to run a campsite
in France?

We had already worked in France for big multi-
nationals and spoke a bit of French. We both love
the French culture and lifestyle (even though the
administration can be a nightmare). Also, campsites
were more affordable than in the UK and the climate
is more attractive. We had always enjoyed (and still
do!) spending holidays on campsites so it seemed
a logical step. We have been here for eleven years
and not looked back yet.

Your best moment?

Every time we see a customer unwind, relax and
leave with a smile, having totally de-stressed during
their stay with us. Customers are all so different
but such fun when they relax, though hopefully the
demand for satellite TV on shaded pitches will not
change the character of the site.

Your worst moment!

Our first jazz festival, four weeks after arriving
- not helped when the toilets blocked!

Any plans for the future?

Always! It is important to continue to improve the
site in all kinds of ways. Also we have bought more
land for an extension to the campsite where we will
be installing lodges - top quality accommodation with
great views of Marciac and the Pyrenees beyond.

Camping Marciac
In the heart of Gascony
camping-marciac.com 

Rob & Louise Robinson
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The West Country

 



Storm in ateacup

We settle down with a decent brew and take a look at the

West Country of Devon, Dorset and Cornwall to investigate,

with some trepidation, the great cream tea debate.
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The West Country
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Dorset boasts Europe’s largest hill
fort, fossils on the Jurassic Coast,
geological marvels like Durdle Door
and Lulworth Cove and even a huge
naked chalk giant. For tourist boards
in search of unique features, that’s a
cracking start.

The scenery in Devon ranges from
the gnarled scrub of wild Dartmoor to
the delicate palms of Torbay’s English
Riviera, while Cornwall prides itself on

surf beaches, a dynamic art scene,
the big skies of Bodmin Moor,
evocative Tintagel and the visionary
Eden Project.

Impressive stuff. But what is all this
world-class wonder without a decent
cream tea? 

The traditional cream tea has
developed almost mythical status,
and is effectively a tourist attraction

of its own, synonymous with an
idyllic summer’s afternoon in the
West Country. The reality is you’ll
come across the good, the bad and
the frankly terrible, with numerous
blackboards extolling the virtues of
the local cream teas on offer. So it
pays to have an idea of what you’re
letting yourself in for.

The scone
The ideal scone is made from just a few ingredients:
eggs, milk, butter and self raising flour. These are
provisions you’d expect to find on a farm - and that’s
where scones with clotted cream and jam originated.
The traditional time to indulge is four o’clock and, like
many things, this is rooted in common sense: an energy
boost before the end of the working day, and something
that is quick to make (remembering that the farmer’s
wife would be busy working on the farm and not have
time to lavish on a major meal at this time of the day).

The cream
Clotted cream is unique and it’s key appeal is the unique
slightly nutty taste and rich texture that works so well
with the other flavours. Its manufacture involves heat 

or steam treatment, with the boiling water ‘scalding’
process creating a much thicker cream and giving a
golden crust similar to butter. The ultimate sacrilege
is to be presented with squirty aerosol cream.

The jam
Good quality preserve is a prerequisite – any red berry
fruit is fine but strawberry is perhaps the most iconic.
Preferably rich, local and packed with fruit.

The tea
A good full bodied tea like Assam acts as a foil to the
sugary richness (unless you have a very sweet tooth,
sugar should not be necessary). A proper teapot and
china cups are surely essential though. 

www.alanrogers.com/destinations 69

The West Country offers much for the holidaymaker, having

been for generations a firm favourite with countless campers

and caravanners. Today inventive, modern food, sweeping

landscapes and dramatic coastlines are all a given, more or

less whichever county you are in.

What makes a cream tea?
Essentially four key components are required: scones, clotted cream, jam and good
black tea. Not difficult, you’d think, but just tread carefully!



Thunder & Lightning
In Cornwall black treacle is sometimes a
favoured topping – generously dribbled over
the clotted cream, the combination is known
as ‘Thunder and Lightning’.
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The West Country

How do you have your scone?
This is where the debate begins to rage. It is common
consensus that scones are best served warm from the
oven (not hot, or the cream slides off) and should be eaten
on the day they’re made. And it is agreed that they should
be split in two, horizontally. So far, so good.

From this point, things start to become divisive. The
Devonshire method is to then add half an inch of clotted
cream (more would be too sickly), followed by a teaspoon
of jam on the top. Whereas in Cornwall the scone is
buttered, so the butter melts in, and then spread with a
layer of jam. Only then is a dollop of Cornish clotted cream
added to the top. When great matters like this are
debated, things really can get heated. 

Who invented clotted cream? 
Credit for this is lost in the mists of time, but nonetheless
is a source of debate and regional pride. The 11th century
Benedictine monks of Tavistock apparently played a part,
but even earlier, Phoenician traders in 500 BC traded their
cream for Cornish tin. To this day, similar products are
made in parts of the Middle East. Either way, the rich soil,
mild climate and the local breeds of cattle proved an ideal
combination for production of milk with a high cream
content ideal for clotted cream. 

So when visiting the West Country, take time to indulge in
a proper cream tea. Be sure to ask about the freshness of
the scones and the squirtiness (or otherwise, hopefully) of
the cream. Then try the Devon and the Cornish approach
and maybe, after some rigorous taste testing, you’ll feel
able to enter the debate yourself. But tread carefully…

Did you know?
The largest producer of clotted cream is Rodda’s in
Cornwall, which produces up to 25 tonnes each day.

In 1998 the term Cornish clotted cream became protected
by EU directive, as long as the milk is produced in
Cornwall and the minimum fat content is 55%.

The unique, slightly yellow colour of Cornish clotted cream
is due to the high carotene levels in the grass.

Where to stay

Cofton Country Holidays
Devon
alanrogers.com/UK0970

10% discount on production
of the Alan Rogers Travel Card

Stowford Meadows
Devon
alanrogers.com/UK0690

Forest Glade Holiday Park
Devon
alanrogers.com/UK1000

10% discount in low and
mid season (offer excludes
Easter holidays and Bank
Holiday weekends).

The Inside Park
Dorset 
alanrogers.com/UK2070



Set in a secluded valley with 80 acres of Devon
countryside to explore and just 1.5 miles to the
beach. This well equipped 4 star park offers a
perfect hub for exploring Devon.

Cofton Country Holidays
Dawlish, Devon
Tel 0800 0858649 www.coftonholidays.co.uk
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Hidden away in the Devon countryside, in the
heart of the South Hams, this is a real family
park with 350 pitches, excellent facilities and
no less than 64 awards.

Woodlands Grove    
Totnes, Devon Tel 01803 712598

www.woodlands-caravanpark.com

A quality award winning park, situated in a
sheltered valley amidst tranquil countryside,
yet within easy reach of the south coast
beaches and Cornwall’s rugged north coast.

Eden Valley Holiday Park
Bodmin, Cornwall Tel 01208 872277 

www.edenvalleyholidaypark.co.uk

A pleasant setting in a forest clearing with level,
sheltered touring pitches. There are holiday
caravans for hire, an indoor heated pool, good
facilities and lovely forest walks.

Forest Glade Holiday Park
Cullompton, Devon
Tel 01404 841381 www.forest-glade.co.uk

Ideal base for touring Devon and Cornwall,
Wooda is set in 40 acres of parkland

overlooking Bude bay with stunning
views of the Cornish coastline. It’s
family run, with excellent facilities,
luxury holiday homes and cottages
for hire. There are good sports

facilities, a shop, bar and restaurant
and takeaway. A warm welcome awaits! 

Wooda Farm Holiday Park  
Bude, Cornwall
Tel 01288 352069 www.wooda.co.uk 

B
est

cam
p

sites
in

the
W

est
C

o
untry



B
est

cam
p

sites
in

the
W

est
C

o
untry

www.alanrogers.com/destinations 73

Nestled in a beautiful wooded valley near broad
sandy beaches, hidden coves and the crystal
clear ocean. Safe, natural surroundings and
many famous attractions. 

Tehidy Holiday Park
Redruth, Cornwall
Tel 01209 216489 www.www.tehidy.co.uk

Based around a grade 2* listed building, featured
in the Domesday Book, and set in a beautiful,
part of Dorset. It is spacious, quiet, with a heated
pool and sandy beaches just 12 miles away.

Wilksworth Farm Country
Park Wimbourne, Dorset
Tel 01202 885467
www.wilksworthfarmcaravanpark.co.uk

win!
BIG

WIN A €1,000HOLIDAY

WIN a €1,000 FREE holiday
PLUS return ferry and complete set of Alan Rogers Guides

Choose from 56 Campéole campsites in France
- pitch or mobile home - worth up to €1,000.

See if you can Win Big for summer 2013!

To enter simply go to www.alanrogers.com/winbig





FREE Alan Rogers bookstore app

- digital editions of all 2013 guides

alanrogers.com/digital

Digital iPad
editions

All NEW version 2.0
coming soon!



4 times the fun!
Light up your next camping trip
with Coleman’s innovative new
Micro Quad lantern. It features four
detachable, magnetic micro-lights,
with colourful snap-on lenses and
can be used as one area lantern
or four individual coloured lights.
Perfect for those summer evenings,
it also gives each member of the
family their own different coloured
micro-light, perfect as a bedtime
nightlight or for late night trips
around the campsite.

£24.99
coleman.eu

Art on the move 
Perfect for young campers, LittleLife’s new Doodle
Daysack has a clear front pocket with a special Doodle
Pad that lets kids display their drawings and paintings.
The rucksack is also compatible with LittleLife’s safety rein
and has adjustable shoulder straps, a side mesh pocket
for drinks and snacks and a 6 litre main compartment.

£19.99
littlelife.co.uk
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Coolest of the cool
These ‘Nomads’ are the Rolls Royce of cool boxes,
built to last a lifetime (up to 20 years). As happy in the
extremes of Arctic or desert, they will keep your food and
drinks cool for up to 10 days, without the need for power.
Alternatively, they’ll keep things hot (handy for having a
hot meal ready and waiting on arrival at your next stop).
Certainly not cheap, but quality that will last many,
many holidays.

• Marine Grade stainless steel fitting that can’t erode or rot

• Multiple colours to choose from  

• All models holds full size bottles - up to 2 litres upright

From £195 (37 litre)
coolicebox.co.uk 

All prices and information correct at time of going to press.

Carry the flag
This Gelert Festival Flag folding
chair is ideal for festivals or camping
holidays. Complete with a nifty carry
bag, it also has a drinks holder.

£9.99 (Save £7.00)
argos.co.uk 

Going bump in the night
The Bump is a portable, rechargeable lantern with a
unique ‘bump’ mechanism which allows you to choose
between 4 light settings. Tap the top of the light to switch
between white and colour changing light. Elegant and
stylish, it’s suitable for home use, not just for travelling.

£65
mathmos.com
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Modern technology and manufacturing

standards ensure greater comfort at the extreme

ends of the thermometer than ever before.

And visiting even the most familiar place out of

season always gives a fresh perspective.

A winter’s trail



For most people, camping and
caravanning is undertaken at a time
when there is the promise of sun and
warmth, the prospect of some sea and
sand perhaps, or opportunities for lazy
al fresco lunches and afternoon siestas
in the shade.

For others it’s the excuse for a
winter adventure: an escape from the
comfortable humdrum, the chance for
a fresh take on familiar sights and places,
and a simple way to avoid the massed
hordes of high summer campers.

Camping and caravanning during
the winter months can mean either
warm, unfamiliar sunshine at the time
of year we least expect it at home.
Or it can mean crisp, frosty landscapes
and splendid isolation, or even a chance
to open the ‘van door and tumble
straight into a pair of skis.

Either way, it’s a very different type
of holiday experience from the more
usual summer holiday. As such it calls
for a different set of criteria when
searching for that perfect site and the
rules of engagement are quite different
when it comes to preparing for the trip.

A winter’s

trail
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What facilities are there?
Wherever you end up, it will be out of season. So as a
rule, the numbers of visitors on site will probably be low.
Unless you are quite happy huddled in your ‘van all
holiday, save for a dash to the local shops, it is worth
checking what facilities are open on site. A decent bar,
maybe café or restaurant, make all the difference and form
a social hub. And a small shop selling basics is welcome
for the convenience and helps the feeling of community.

Hardstandings?
In wet, muddy conditions hardstandings are often
preferable, especially for motorhomes. Check in advance
if they are available. 

How to get there?
Out of season, consider the route you’ll be taking. It could
be very different to the most obvious route in high summer.
Bear in mind weather conditions, average driving speeds,
overnight stops (not all sites are open in winter of course).

What’s on the doorstep?
Again, unless you want to be marooned, a nearby town
or village adds interest, activities, shops, restaurants.   

Public transport?
And if you can hop on a bus to get there, then so much
the better. You’ll feel like a local in no time. 

Fancy some winter sports?
If planning some skiing, do your homework and check
what’s available. Make sure you know about the
equipment hire, where to get ski passes and so on.

Discounts for long stays?
And don’t forget to check for special offers and discounts
if you plan to stay for a while. Some sites will offer
attractive discounts when you stay, say, at least 14 nights,
making it a really keen nightly rate.

Expect the expected 
It’s really not rocket science, and it shouldn’t be seen as dull,

but it does pay to plan ahead to get the most from your trip.

Do a little homework and arrive with a good idea of what

to expect. Consider all implications of your trip, from door to

door, and then you can really relax and enjoy the journey.

A winter’s trail
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Escape the winter blues
and re-charge the batteries

with a shot of winter sun
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Sub zero camping 
It’s certainly not ‘typical’ but heading off with your ‘van into the icy wilderness is not as foolhardy or unnecessary as
perhaps it once was. With sensible precautions and proper planning, it’s just another journey. Apart from the basics
(proper insulation, decent warm bedding, spares etc) try to envisage some of the details that you can prepare for.

• Take some long pegs – always useful, even if snow and 
ice hamper the job of pegging out.

• Awnings are invaluable of course (especially for muddy 
boots in foul weather), but be sure to check snow or 
rain does not gather and risk bringing it crashing down.

• If snow falls heavily, keep any cables clear with a good 
shake from time to time to prevent icing in.

• Keep snow away from any air ventilation outlets and 
flues (special covers are available for fridge vents
for example).

• Keep key moving parts like the jockey wheel well oiled
– you don’t want these to seize up. 

• Pack some grip tracks or even a piece of old carpet
– useful if you do get stuck on ice.

• An insulating blanket or similar for the aquaroll is useful 
(raising it off the ground helps too).

• You’ll need propane gas (see John Wickersham’s article
elsewhere in this magazine) as butane does not 
vaporise sufficiently at low temperatures.

• It’s worth emptying waste water containers at night.

• Consider the need for snow chains – they could
be invaluable.

• And finally don’t forget to think about what you’re 
leaving behind. If the house will be empty for a length
of time consider the usual winter precautions regarding 
heating, damp and frozen pipes, as well as the more 
usual domestic arrangements. 

Preparing for the big freeze 
Taking practical measures is vital and makes a huge difference

to the success of the trip, so do consider every aspect. Carrying

out repairs in icy conditions is no fun for anyone. And be sure to

think about arrangements at home too.

A winter’s trail

Top tips
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When the snow falls…
Think skiing of course!
There are a number of sites which are popular with winter
sports fans – you can step out from your cosy caravan
straight into your skis. The slopes are not far away along
with ski hire, lifts and passes. In these instances, the
campsite will normally be a great source of information.   

Alpine walking
Mountain walks offer fantastic scenery, whatever the
season and there are routes to suit all levels of fitness
and ability. 

Huddle up and hunker down
There’s nothing quite as snug as a toasty caravan pitched
up on a site covered in snow. It’s probably something to
do with the muffled silence.

Where to stay

Ferienparadies Natterer See
Natterer See, Austria
alanrogers.com/AU0060

Camping Jungfrau
Lauterbrunnen, Switzerland
alanrogers.com/CH9460

Arlberg Panorama Camping
Tirol, Austria
alanrogers.com/AU0025

10% off meals and
drinks on site

Head to the Med!
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This is a relaxed, informal, spacious site
alongside an extremely long and beautiful

beach and in a natural setting. Riva
Bella is naturist from mid-May to mid-
September and offers good facilities
and an excellent balnéotherapy spa
centre. Some of the 200 pitches are

adjacent to the sandy beach with little
shade, while others are in a shady

wooded glade on the hillside.     

Camping Riva Bella
Aleria, Corsica
Tel +33 495 38 81 10 www.rivabella-corsica.com 

Situated in a pine forest clearing at the foot
of the attractive Antholz valley in the heart

of German-speaking Südtirol, Corones
is ideally situated both for winter sports
enthusiasts and for walkers, cyclists,
mountain bikers and those who prefer
to explore the valleys and mountain

roads of the Dolomites by car. There are
135 level pitches, a bar/restaurant and

surrounding pistes.

Camping Residence Corones
Rasen, Trentino-Alto Adige
Tel +39 474 49 64 90 www.corones.com 
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PLUS return ferry and
a complete set of

Alan Rogers guides
alanrogers.com/winbig

win!
BIG

WIN A €1,000HOLIDAY
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Amid incomparable scenery, this is a high
quality site in a natural environment.

Towering Dolomite peaks provide a
magnificent backdrop when you dine
in the charming, traditional style
restaurant on the upper terrace here.
The 150 touring pitches are of a very

high standard and the ski complex is well
equipped (23 ski lifts and 70 km of slopes).

Camping Seiser Alm
Vols am Schlern, Trentino-Alto Adige
Tel +39 471 70 64 59 www.camping-seiseralm.com

This very attractive, well maintained site
with beautiful mountain views nestles

amid the Otztal Alps. Lying in a valley,
just outside a little village, the 160
grass touring pitches are neat and
level. Ski slopes are all around – some
64 lifts and 200 km of downhill runs

in total. The high quality indoor pool
is relaxing after a day’s skiing, followed

by a meal in the excellent restaurant. 

Camping Residence Sägemühle
Prad am Stilfserjoch, Trentino-Alto Adige
Tel +39 473 61 60 78 www.campingsaegemuehle.com

Want independent
campsite reviews
at your fingertips?

Discover more about these sites at
alanrogers.com



Advertisement feature

From Mont Blanc and Lake Annecy to Lyon, the Beaujolais

vineyards and the gateway to Provence, Rhône-Alpes is a region of

outstanding natural and cultural sites and a rich historic past.With

9 nature parks including two national parks, water is everywhere

in Rhône-Alpes: pristine lakes, clear rivers and mirror-like pools.

Enjoy endless possibilities for activities in this special region of

pure water and pure nature.
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Rhône-Alpes
A region of pure water and pure nature



Water in the Rhône Alpes

• 7,000 km of rivers

• 21 lakes larger than 0.5 km2

• 13 lakes larger than 1 km2, including Lake Bourget
and Lake Annecy 

• 400 km2 of glaciers

• 32 mineral water or spring water production sites

• 15 spa resorts and 7 health resorts
(visited by 20% of French spa users)

• 191 km of navigable waterways on the Rhône
and 106 km on the Saône

• 485 km of cycle paths along the Rhône, from
Lake Geneva to the Mediterranean (the ViaRhona)

The Rhône Alpes is the biggest source of water in France. Here water is like

another natural environment: snow and glaciers, ponds, rivers and, of course, lakes.

The Rhône-Alpes has no fewer than three of the five largest lakes in France

(Lake Geneva, Lac du Bourget and Lac d’Annecy) plus 7,000 km of streams or

rivers. The Rhône alone, at 812 km long, is the most powerful river in France.

Did you know? 

The region’s waters also offer beneficial therapeutic
effects, which has led to the creation of some fine
thermal resorts. Rhône-Alpes has more than 30 mineral
waters which are marketed by brands such as Evian,
Badoit and Vals.

Mountain streams rise from glaciers, tearing down the
mountains, wearing away the ancient rock. From the
tumbling mountain streams of the Alps for white water
activities to the serenity of the Ain or the Drôme or to
the impressive gorges of the Ardèche for canoeing
and kayaking, there is a vast choice when it comes
to ‘messing about on the water’.

You can opt for white water rafting, canyoning,
hydrospeed and other breath-taking pursuits. Or opt
for windsurfing, water ski and wakeboard on the lakes
and of course sailing and cruising too. There are even
leisure water parks for the whole family to enjoy.

Pure water...
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Advertisement feature

Pure nature…
With its two National Parks and six Regional Natural

Parks, the Rhône-Alpes ensures that these beautiful,
unspoilt natural gifts are a testament to the growing
success of environmentally-sensitive policies. Visitors to
any of the parks can enjoy the silence of some truly wild
places and the chance to spot rare species of mammals,
birds or plants.   

• The Vanoise National Park is home to a colony of 
2,500 ibex, the largest ibex reserve in the French Alps. 

• The Ecrins National Park is the largest of France’s 
national parks. It contains 17,000 hectares of glaciers 
and a collection of peaks rising to over 13,000 ft. 

• The Haut Jura Regional Park covers 1,455 km2 of
the Jura Mountains at the gateway to Switzerland
and Lake Geneva.

• The Chartreuse Regional Park, the greenest Park, 
earning it the nickname “the Emerald of the Alps”,
is the smallest of the pre-Alpine ranges.

• The Bauges Regional Park is an island of untouched 
countryside at moderate altitude situated between 
Chambéry, Annecy and Albertville. 

• The Pilat Regional Park is rising in steps from the 
Rhône Valley, between Lyon and Saint Etienne.

• The Vercors Regional Park, which stretches between 
the Drôme and Isère at the gateway to Provence and 
the High Alps, is a natural limestone fortress.

• The Monts d’Ardèche Regional Park, created in 2001 
on the initiative of the region’s chestnut growers.

• The most recently created park (2012) is the Baronnies
Provençales Regional Park located in the southern 
Drôme, where lavender is the emblematic plant.



What to do in Rhône-Alpes

Enjoy watersports or experience paragliding

and ice walking

Discover numerous hiking paths for all levels

Enjoy excellent local food and wine in

restaurants and markets

Go cycling and mountain biking: all levels

from children to experts!

More information

Official website for Rhône-Alpes campsites
www.camping-rhonealpes.co.uk 

Alan Rogers campsites in Rhône-Alpes
www.alanrogers.com 

Clé Verte label for a green stay:
www.lacleverte.org

(Rhône-Alpes region)

Huttopia campsites for an original
and “natural” holiday

www.huttopia.com

Camping Qualité for the best quality
www.campingqualité.com

(Rhône-Alpes region)

900 welcomes!
With over 900 campsites in Rhône-Alpes you will

be assured of a warm welcome. Camping, rental
accommodation, mobile homes, holiday chalets and
a wide variety of glamping style options are available.

These campsites are close to popular resorts or tucked
away in idyllic locations, from the Alpine lakes to the
Ardèche Gorges. For activity-filled family holidays choose
campsites with a choice of restaurants, shops, children’s
clubs, entertainment, and even aquatic parks or covered
heated pools.

Visit www.camping-rhonealpes.co.uk to find special
offers and practical information to prepare your next
summer holiday amid the pure waters and pure nature
of Rhône-Alpes.
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This is a modern, high quality chalet
complex enjoying a hilltop location

with fine panoramic views over the
surrounding garrigue, a unique mix
of oak trees, juniper, rosemary and
thyme. Located 4 km from the
spectacular and iconic Vallon-Pont-

d’Arc and 800 m. from the pretty village
of Lagorce, the domaine is an old winery

which has been sensitively converted and
offers well appointed wooden chalets.

Castel Domaine de Sévenier
Lagorce
Tel +33 475 88 29 44 www.sevenier.net
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Les Trois Lacs is situated beside three lakes
in open country in the north of Dauphiné.

The 200 good sized pitches are well
spaced and separated by trees and
hedges and there are lovely views of
the distant mountians. A spacious
family site with plenty of activities,

including lake swimming from the
sandy beach, an excellent pool with

triple waterslide, minigolf and tennis courts.

Domaine les Trois Lacs du Soleil
Trept
Tel +33 474 92 92 06 www.camping-les3lacsdusoleil.com

La Ravoire is a high quality site, just
800 metres from Lake Annecy, noted

for its neat appearance and peaceful
location. Kids love the huge waterslide,
there’s excellent cycling and the 112
level pitches are on well mown grass
with some shade and separated by

small shrubs and hedging. It’s a charming
region, encircled by mountains and the

crystal clear lake are always enticing.

Camping La Ravoire
Doussard 
Tel +33 450 44 37 80 www.campinglaravoire.com
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A family site set alongside Lake Villerest
(35 km long) amid rolling wooded hills and

with lovely views. The sandy beach lines
the lake and offers good swimming and
sunbathing while canoeing, fishing and
sailing are possible. There’s a restaurant
on site as well as bar/takeaway and if

you venture out you’ll find picturesque
countryside and attractive villages, ideal

for walking and cycling.

Camping d’Arpheuilles
Saint Paul de Vezelin
Tel +33 477 63 43 43 www.camping-arpheuilles.com

Set in the stunning landscape of the
Dauphiné, north of Grenoble and with

views over the Chartreuse mountains,
this is a family campsite, well placed
for visiting the Alpes and Savoie.
The 192 grassy pitches are attractive
and well maintained with colourful

shrubs and chalets are also available.
There’s a superb restaurant, popular pool

and lots to see and do in the area: waterfalls,
lakes, castles and medieval villages await.

Camping le Coin Tranquille
Les Abrets
Tel +33 476 32 13 48 www.coin-tranquille.com

Want independent
campsite reviews
at your fingertips?

An exciting FREE app for both
iPhone and Android
www.alanrogers.com/apps
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We always have great money
saving offers.
Deals like FREE CARAVANS and MOTORHOMES PRICED AS CARS.

New offers are constantly being negotiated, so be sure to ask us for
a no-obligation quote.

Ask us about our amazing Ferry Deals

01580 214000

Ferry Deals



101 great campsites, ideal for your specific

hobby, pastime or passion

Also available on iPad alanrogers.com/digital

Been to any good
campsites lately?
We have
You’ll find them here...



Being an Alan Rogers Site

Assessor means an arduous, but

rewarding, summer on the road.

Each year they travel around

Europe inspecting campsites

and forming an independent,

in depth and hands on view of

a campsite’s quality.
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An Inspector

Calls

Assessing assessors



Meet The Brownings
After many years working abroad, we bought our first caravan – a Super Sprite Major, which would sleep us and three

small children, followed by a twin-axle six-berth Compass Echo. Proper beds for everyone! Over the years we travelled 
rom Devon to Biarritz and Barcelona to the New Forest. Eventually we started looking at motorhomes and found a little
beauty and toured around northern Europe. In 2010 we were fortunate enough to be selected as Campsite Assessors
for Alan Rogers and in our first three years have travelled to Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Italy. In between, we still
cannot resist trips to France, just meandering along the minor roads, following our nose. 

Like most new assessors, and despite thorough briefing, we set off for our first inspection tour with some trepidation.
What relief to find that we were warmly welcomed and given free rein to inspect thoroughly and accurately update our records.

Now, with three years experience and over 120 inspections behind us, we look back with amazement at the variety of
campsites we have visited – from 15-tent fields to 600-van supersites, every one different and tailored to its own market.           

Where we can, we like to stay overnight on a campsite to gain a better impression of all
that the site has to offer – to use the facilities as a camper would, meet fellow guests and
generally get a good ‘feel’ for the place. If there’s traffic noise at night, or even a rogue
cockerel, we want to know about it! Whenever possible, we join in the site’s fun and games
– it’s courteous and a great way to experience the true character of a site and its visitors. 
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Alan Rogers guides employ around 50 teams of

campsite assessors and they are responsible for

ensuring that all the sites included in the

guides meet exacting criteria. Assessors come in

all shapes and sizes but share a common passion

for camping, caravanning or motorhoming.

Sandra & Bill Browning, Hampshire

Getting to really know a campsiteis as important as filling in forms



Like many motorhomers, we find the journey as
enjoyable as the destination, and in the course of our
inspection tours have visited places we might otherwise
never have found and experienced moments you do
not plan for.

Finding the next site can be challenging when armed
with an indifferent map, an argumentative sat nav and
some less than helpful road signs. It can take a little time,
and sometimes a little luck, but we always find the
campsite in the end. A degree of resourcefulness is a
necessary tool in the campsite inspector’s armoury!

Most site owners are pleased to see us arrive in our
distinctive polo shirts, and are more than happy to help
us compile accurate and relevant data. Following
pleasantries, some owners are keen to show us around,
but most are quite happy to let us find our own way. 

The inspection of a campsite follows an established
routine, and as many aspects and features as possible
are checked and compared with previous reports and the
site’s own publicity. We try to assess a site in the context
of its locality and other sites in the area and try to point
out that differences are not always deficiencies: campsites
in different regions have differing styles and customs.
Often we ask ourselves if we would recommend a site
to our family and friends, and that does cause
some debate…. 

Occasionally we come across a site which is suffering
neglect or bad management and this usually shows up as
poor hygiene or safety – toilet facilities not as clean as they
should be, playground equipment broken or electrics open
to the elements. In such cases we have no option but to
recommend de-listing.

We then meet up later to tie up any loose ends before
leaving. Inevitably there is paperwork to be done, hopefully
in a quiet, shady spot with a cold drink to hand. And
hopefully there’s a chance to catch up on emails, launder
our Alan Rogers polo shirts and email our reports back
to Head Office.                   

The tour is arduous but rewarding and fun – why else
would so many people like us do this year after year?
(We can’t ALL be mad!). All too soon it is all over until
next year, when we look forward to another Briefing Day,
meeting friends old and new, and another ‘tour of duty’
(as they are affectionately referred to) with Alan Rogers.
Every year heralds another summer of discovery.

Clearing the snow from a blocked Alpine pass
is all part of the job!

Waking up to a different

view each morning

Checking that the water

in the pool is level!

Accuracy and attention todetail are vital
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Assessing assessors



www.alanrogers.com/destinations 97

Discover more about the role of an Alan Rogers inspector

Email us for an information pack inspectors@alanrogers.com

Alan Rogers

Needs you!



Can you point to Europe’s only desert on a map?

Do you know where you can stand with your feet in the

snow while looking at Africa? Guess where you can find

castle-crusted crags, stranded in time, yet only an hour’s

drive from bustling seaside resorts? Fancy skiing this

morning, followed by a dip in the sea this afternoon? 
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Andalucia

Chasing
the winter sun



Join the club
Andalucia is a world destination for golf.

Valderrama at San Roque was recently

voted top European course in Golf Monthly.

But there are others: Sotogrande, Finca

Cortesin and Las Brisas for starters.

Green fees and club rental are available

and, depending where you play, expect

stunning scenery and even cacti and dry

river beds among the hazards!

Escape for winter
The festive season has been and gone, the seasonal
feel good factor has long since evaporated and the
painful wait to be released from winter’s chill grip
has begun.

But hang on - you can short-cut all this tedious
waiting. Andalucia may offer up to 3,000 hours of
sunshine a year but this region, along the southern
coast of Spain, is a popular winter destination for
many in the know. ‘Snow birds’ appreciate its bright,
dry winters with average temperatures of 160C
(and warmer on the coast). 

They also come for the huge sweeping beaches of
the Costa de la Luz, the friendly resorts of the Costa
del Sol and miles of unspoilt coast. The cities of Seville
and Granada are the flamboyant grand old dames,
while Malaga offers fantastic all year round beach
life and Picasso’s birthplace.

And of course they also are drawn by superb
campsites, with remarkable facilities and extremely
attractive offers designed to entice you to stay for
a prolonged stay during winter months. 
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Just 12 km east of glamorous Marbella,
with public transport available to the

town centre and local attractions and
a sandy beach only 150 metres
away. There are 430 individual
pitches, along with friendly staff and
high quality facilities to ensure a

comfortable stay. A large swimming
pool complex with a restaurant/bar

provides an attractive feature. 

Camping Marbella Playa
Marbella
Tel +34 952 83 39 98 www.campingmarbella.com
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Cabo de Gata is situated on the Gulf of
Almería, a pleasant, all-year campsite

offering good facilities. Popular with
British visitors through the winter, and
within the Cabo de Gata-Nijar Nature
Park and set amongst fruit farms,
it is only a 1 km walk to a fine sandy

beach. The 250 gravel pitches are
level and of a reasonable size, with

some shade from maturing trees.    

Camping Cabo de Gata
Cabo de Gata
Tel +34 950 16 04 43 www.campingcabodegata.com  

Ever-popular with sun-seeking Brits, this
efficient, well maintained site has 171

pitches divided by hedges and trees,
some with artificial shading. The
pool has an adjacent bar and
restaurant serving excellent typical
Spanish menus at very low prices.

The salinas on the approach to Cabo
de Gata are famous for bird life,

including flocks of pink flamingo.

Camping Los Escullos
San José-Nijar
Tel +34 950 38 98 11 www.losescullossanjose.com 
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Set on the sunny coast of Granada,
mid-way between Malaga and Almeria

and right next to a pebbly beach,
good for swimming and snorkelling.
Here winter is warm and gentle and
being next to the sea, summer is
less hot and unbearable as the inland

areas. The site has 240 pitches and
a restaurant open all year round.

Camping Castillo de Banos
Granada
Tel +34 958 82 95 28 www.campingcastillo.com

Situated next to the beach on a quieter
section of this beautiful coast, with coves

and access to larger towns, this is a
family run campsite. There’s an
attractive pool and the 320 pitches
are mostly level and arranged along
avenues with eucalyptus trees for

shade. This ‘Costa Tropical’ of Granada
province is unique and diverse for a

holiday any time of year.

Camping Don Cactus
Carchuna-Motril
Tel +34 958 62 31 09 www.doncactus.com

This large, mature site is alongside the
Costa del Sol coast road, 12 km east

of Marbella and 15 km from Fuengirola.
This is also known as the Costa del
Golf and fittingly there is a major golf
course alongside the site. Just a 10
minute walk from the beach, the site

is set amongst tall pine trees which
provide shade for the 300 sandy pitches.  

Camping Cabopino
Marbella
Tel +34 952 83 43 73 www.campingcabopino.com



A wonderful location, set back from
the bustle of the Malaga beaches

(40 minutes drive) and yet just an
hour south of Granada, Seville
and Cordoba. There’s a convivial
restaurant and it’s a great base
for exploring Andalucia. This is

a peaceful area with dense pine
woods and eagles and vultures

soar over the village. 

Camping Sierrecilla
Humilladero
Tel +34 693 82 81 99 www.campinglasierrecilla.com
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The site is located in the La Breña Nature
Park and has been developed to reflect

the natural beauty that surrounds it.
The nearest beaches on the Costa de
la Luz are just 1 km away. Amenities
are modern, with good restaurant,
supermarket and two swimming

pools, tennis and a sports court.
Pitches are grassy and some brick

chalets are available.  

Camping Pinar San José
Barbate
Tel +34 956 43 70 30 www.campingpinarsanjose.com  

Located right on the Costa del Sol beach
about 25 km east of Malaga, this is a

good coastal site with decent sized
pitches and the benefit of the resort
just a short walk away along the
pleasant promenade. There’s plenty
to do including cycling, riding,

watersports, as well as following
the Wine Route, the Avocado Route

and the Olive Route!

Camping Torre Del Mar
Torre del Mar 
Tel +34 952 54 02 24 www.campingtorredelmar.com 
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The best campsites in the most popular

regions - we’ll take care of everything

01580 214000
alanrogers.com/holidays

Top family campsites
in France and Spain
FREE Brochure



future
of camping

We retire to our dimly lit tent and peer into the crystal

ball to find out what, in our opinion, we might expect

for the world of camping and caravanning

The

The future of camping
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When you think about it, camping (in its

most generic form) doesn’t make much

sense.Why plan a caravanning adventure,

heading off into the wilds of the

countryside in adventurous fashion, only

to take with you every mod con and home

comfort known to man?

Equally, why would anyone voluntarily

give up on hard-won achievements like

electricity and running water and lose all

notions of privacy in the process, in order

to sleep under canvas? 

Well, like it or not, and for whatever

reasons, it is thriving with more and more

people opting for a slice of the camping

lifestyle. And at Alan Rogers we get to hear

about all kinds of campsite; we meet all

kinds owners with all manner of ideas; we

visit many sites each year and out-do each

other with stories of ever more amazing

features and facilities. (Have you heard

about the Austrian campsite with a rotating

pitch that revolves to follow the sun?

Well, I won’t start….).

So who are the people visiting these

campsites and why do they go there? We

have come up with a few profiles of likely

suspects who we expect to see more of

over the coming few years.
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The future of camping

The Comfort Seekers
The French have the right idea when they call

campsites ‘hotels de plein air’: open air hotels

but, implicitly, with the facilities one would

expect of a hotel. We may dream of pitching

up in pristine wilderness but the reality is often

that the on-site pizzeria-cum-crêperie is very

handy. More than that, some campsites have

embarked on the ‘more is more’ philosophy

and now offer ever-expanding on-site choice

in the form of vast aquaparks, 24 hour self

service cafeteria, a variety of on-site shops,

state-of-the-art sporting facilities, fully

equipped spas.   

And the holiday itself becomes more appealing

to novices – more convenient, more familiar,

less of an ordeal, less daunting. ‘One of the

reasons camping is growing in popularity is

that, thanks to new, high-tech equipment, it’s

getting much less gruelling’ says Frank Shaw

of the Centre for Future Studies. 

In Our View
Some campsites will continue to pursue an

unstoppable march of progress, offering bigger, better
facilities, wider choice and more ‘features’ which

would not traditionally be expected on a campsite.  

Campsites to
consider…

Union Lido Vacanze
Venice

A complete holiday village with 5,000 m2

pool, 160 m lazy river, lagoons, shops
and even its own golf academy, skating
rink and piazza.

alanrogers.com/IT6020 

Vrijetijdspark Beerze Bulten
Netherlands

A leisure park with incredible indoor
aquatic centre and a ‘rabbit hole’
leading to a vast indoor childrens’
playground, theatre and buffet.

alanrogers.com/NL5985
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The Retro Seekers
For some the notion of a camping holiday is

born out of nostalgia: ‘Let’s take the kids on a

holiday like we used to have when we were

kids’. It’s partly a quaint desire to rediscover

some simple pleasures, partly a need for

reassurance that, although the world is moving

faster and faster, some things (campsites in

this case) remain refreshingly unchanged and

unspoilt. Many families have been camping

and caravanning for generations and can trace

their touring roots back 50 years or more.

In Our View
Nostalgia…as they say, it’s not what it used to be.

Of course we all don our rose-tinted spectacles from
time to time but the truth of the matter is that, today, it

is easy to become jaded by the conveyor belt of new
fads, new technologies, new experiences and new

holiday destinations. Suddenly an ‘old fashioned’ type
of holiday can become appealingly hip and, well,

different. For many, camping and caravanning will
always be a lifestyle choice but others will increasingly

see it as an antidote to the 21st century.  

Campsites to
consider…

Wareham Forest Tourist Park
Dorset

Peacefully located on the edge of the
forest, with choice of differing pitches,
providing a charming, rural setting.

alanrogers.com/UK2030 

Fossa Caravan Park
County Kerry

An idyllic setting just 10 minutes from
Killarney, you are transported back in
time with a wonderful and magical
ambience. 

alanrogers.com/IR9590
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A colourful showcase of novel accommodation where

children will find kindred spirits, exciting activities and

modern facilities. An introduction to glamping without

compromising on the fun of campsite life.

alanrogers.com/glamping

Glamping
with a twist



The Chic Seekers
The middle ground between a basic farmer’s

field and a conventional, commercial campsite

has only recently started to be filled. Boutique

camping has made an appearance, often

involving all manner of pods, yurts, igloos,

huts and cabins, complete with organic linen,

proper double beds, fluffy towels and the like.

This glamping goes hand-in-in-hand with

festival-going, New Age hedonism and a

desire to do something a little different on

holiday this year. Not mention a desire to be

at one with Nature and some very decent

bed linen.

In Our View
While anathema to the touring purist, glamping is
currently very much in vogue and who are we to

disapprove? There is a limit to how far mainstream
camping can evolve into a truly ‘boutique’

experience but it is certainly catching on around
Europe as you read this and we expect this to grow

over the next few years. 

Campsites to
consider…

Domaine Les Moulins
Vendée

On the island of Noirmoutier, with direct
access from the dunes to the lovely
beach, and a range of impressive,
innovative accommodation.

alanrogers.com/FR85625 

Zmar
Portugal

A highly ambitious site with elaborate
eco credentials, impressive
infrastructure including spa and large
pool, and attractive accommodation. 

alanrogers.com/PO8175

The future of camping

campsites offeringinnovative places to stay
www.alanrogers.com/glamping
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The future of camping

The Unique Seekers
Some campsites will put on their marketing

hats and discover or create their own unique

selling point. It may be a unique location,

or have an unusual feature. It may be natural

or it may be a ‘usp’ which has been actively

developed. Having something unique or

different to say about themselves helps

campsites to stand out from others and

those that do it successfully recognise it is

a celebration of the quirky, the unusual or

the different - as well as being a feature

that their visitors actively seek out.

In Our View
In times of increasing blandness, there is plenty of

room for the non-standard and the individual.
Camping and caravanning lends itself well to this,

with plenty of scope for developing the minority
appeal, the unusual and the niche. So expect a

polarisation among campsites: there will be more
diversity at one level, even if, at another level, there

will be increasing uniformity. 

Campsites to
consider…

Komfort-Campingpark
Burgstaller Austria

High quality site featuring toilets
with TV while a pirate ship stands
guard, its guns rolling out and firing
every hour.

alanrogers.com/AU0480

Andenes Camping
Norway

In an exceptional location for
experiencing the midnight sun, one
of the world’s largest whale watching
centres in 3 km away.

alanrogers.com/NO2428
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The Thrill Seekers
Each year there seem to be more variants on

existing sports and outdoor activities, from

bird watching to para gliding, from windsurfing

to pot holing. ‘Cycling’ used to be a simple,

generic catch all description but now it’s not

just cycling, it’s also dirt biking, road cycling,

downhill cycling, BMX and mountain biking.

Similarly it’s not just windsurfing, it’s para

surfing and kite surfing and everything in

between. Put simply, outdoor sports are

growing in popularity and all lend themselves

to camping and caravanning. 

In Our View
These are people who view camping, initially at

least, as a means to an end, rather than a lifestyle
choice perhaps. And as outdoor sports are

enjoying something of a boom we expect to see
more people turning to camping and caravanning

to facilitate this.  

Campsites to
consider…

Camping Le Ty-Nadan
Arzano (Brittany) 

Plenty of space here for outdoor
activities, including Brittany’s longest
zip wire, paintball, mountain biking,
canoe excursions, riding and more.

alanrogers.com/FR29010 

Camping Jésolo
Venice

A great site for active people, close
to Venice, with a tremendous array
of sports facilities including sailing,
diving, canoeing, go karting and
water sports.

alanrogers.com/IT6037
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Holiday ideas
Great campsites to inspire you

At Alan Rogers we have dozens of inspectors visiting thousands of campsites each year. These reviews form

our unique Alan Rogers Guides and the content on our popular website. Here’s a selection of great campsites

with excellent facilities, wonderful locations and something of interest for everyone. 
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Want independent
campsite reviews
at your fingertips?

An exciting FREE app for both iPhone and Android

www.alanrogers.com/apps



You’ll find them here...

The UK’s market leading independent

guides to the best campsites

Also available on iPad alanrogers.com/digital

Been to any good
campsites lately?
We have


