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Objectives

Manage data better to gain  
competitive advantage
As data sources and volumes proliferate, small and midsize enterprises that 
manage and harness their data well hold a strategic, competitive advantage. 
SAP® Data Integrator software, Edge edition, allows your organization to profile, 
extract, transform, and deliver any type of data anywhere, at any time.

To gain control over your data, you need an 
agile and trusted data foundation that rapidly 
responds to the information demands of oper-
ational or analytical processes and systems. 
Such a foundation requires data integration 

capabilities that help you deliver trusted informa-
tion across your company. You must be able to: 

 • Provide trusted information 
 • Deploy with faster time to market 
 • Access structured and unstructured data 

Manage data better to gain  
competitive advantage
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Provide trusted information 
Growing companies need a constant flow of 
clean, trusted information for quick decision 
making. You need a single view of your com-
pany’s metadata, improved data quality, visibili-
ty into the impact of source changes, and the 
ability to trace data back to the source systems. 

SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition, upholds the 
quality of your company data with advanced 
data profiling, so you understand the content, 
structure, quality, and relationships between 

tables in your source data. The data validation 
feature, depicted in the figures on the follow-
ing pages, helps you build a firewall between 
your source and target systems to filter out 
unwanted data based on your business rules. 
Throughout the extract, transform, and load 
(ETL) process, the software audits data to 
verify its integrity. And it provides additional 
data quality functionality, so you can cleanse 
data from any operational domain (such as 
customer, product, or service). 

Use SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition, 
to help maintain data integrity so vital 
to your company’s growth. 

3

Provide trusted information

Data integration process – extract, transform, 
and validate

Helping ensure that only trusted data is in your 
system

Benefit from metadata analysis and integration

Reduce IT workload with software  
designed for ease of use

Access structured and unstructured data
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Data integration process – extract, 
transform, and validate
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Helping ensure that only trusted 
data is in your system
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Benefit from metadata analysis and 
integration
From an IT perspective, metadata analysis is a 
key benefit of SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition. 
You can see how a change in source data affects 
downstream processes and systems. Metadata 
integration with the business intelligence (BI) 
layer enables end-to-end impact analysis, let-
ting you see the effect of changes in the source 
systems down to the BI reports and making 
change management easier in your ETL and BI 
environment.

From a business perspective, a huge benefit 
of metadata integration is data lineage, which 
allows information consumers to view the con-
text of data in their reports. Users can see when 
data was updated, how it was computed, and 
where it came from – all the way back to the 
original transactional source. This visibility is 
critical in helping your users gain better trust 
in their information and meet compliance  
requirements. 
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Reduce IT workload with software  
designed for ease of use
An independent analyst study on ETL tools 
rates SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition, as 
number one in ease of use.1 With an intuitive 
development environment, you handle all tasks 
associated with building an ETL process to 
significantly simplify and reduce your IT efforts.

SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition, helps to 
accelerate and simplify development efforts 
by building and managing data integration 

jobs within a single graphical environment.  
A drag-and-drop user interface helps you to 
quickly build jobs that profile, validate, audit, 
cleanse, transform, and move data. Advanced 
debugging features let you analyze problem-
atic data through the entire ETL process. The 
smart documentation functionality saves you 
from having to manually document your work.
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FOOTnOTe

1. Daan van Beek and Norman Manley, “The ETL product 
survey 2008,” Passionned Nederland B.V., January 2008 
(revised May 2008).



With SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition, you 
can perform a complete range of data trans-
formations and processes:

 • Text analysis of unstructured data  
(such as from social media sites)

 • Hierarchy flattening for XML files 
 • XML pipelining 
 • Pivot and reverse-pivot of rows and columns 
 • Slowly changing dimensions 
 • Capturing change data 
 • Data validation 
 • Data cleansing (using the Edge edition  
of SAP Data Services software)

When the ETL process is deeply integrated 
with the BI product used in your data warehous-
ing project, both IT and business users gain 
benefits such as easy metadata management, 
simplified and unified administration, improved 
lifecycle management, and reduced mainte-
nance costs. To accelerate BI deployment and 
simplify change management, the integration 
software enables you to automatically create 
and update a semantic layer (or universe).
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Access structured and unstructured 
data
SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition, helps you 
connect to structured and unstructured data 
whether it resides in a relational database, main-
frame system, or enterprise application. You 
can take a text string and extract it to a struc-
tured format via text analysis functionality. In 
addition, you gain deep metadata-based con-
nectivity to packaged applications from SAP, 
Oracle, and Oracle’s Siebel, PeopleSoft, and 
JD Edwards applications. Native connectivity 
is available for virtually all database types or 
through Open Database Connectivity (ODBC), 
and you can access legacy mainframe applica-
tions. SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition, also 
supports flat files, XML, and Web services. If your 

application is proprietary, you can connect  
to it using a Java software development kit.

SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition, offers  
comprehensive support for Web services and  
is Web Services Interoperability (WS-I) com-
pliant. You can publish or call a batch or real-
time data integration job via Web services. 
The software also calls Web service–enabled 
applications to access virtually any data. In 
addition, you can use Web services to get job 
status (for example, running, success, or error), 
access logging information (for example, trace, 
monitor, or error), and start or stop a real-
time service.
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Increase insight, efficiency, and  
productivity
With SAP Data Integrator, Edge edition, insight 
improves across your organization thanks to 
a single, trusted view of your data. You have 
timely access to information and can analyze 
trending when it does the most good. Efficien-
cy improves as data moves faster, so you can 

gain a competitive edge with faster time to 
market. You can raise productivity and lower 
costs as you simplify and reduce your IT efforts 
with an intuitive development environment 
that handles all tasks associated with building 
an ETL or data quality process.
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Increase insight, efficiency, and  
productivity
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With a single, trusted view of your data,  
you gain better insight and ultimately 
competitive advantage.



Summary
SAP® Data Integrator software, Edge edition, 
helps you deliver timely, accurate information. 
By making it easier to profile, extract, trans-
form, and deliver data, the software supports 
your growing company’s information needs – 
including your customer relationship manage-
ment, enterprise resource planning, business 
intelligence, data warehousing, data migration, 
and master data management initiatives.
 
Objectives

 • Overcome data integration challenges, 
including data silos, inconsistencies, and 
hidden assets

 • Tap unstructured information sources, such 
as e-mail, Web, reports, surveys, contracts, 
and other internal and external content 

 • Deliver trusted data that supports  
operational and analytical initiatives

Solution
 • Access and integrate data from any source
 • Move and integrate data in real time and at 
any interval

 • Manage change and metadata from disparate 
systems

 • Rapidly develop data integration and quality 
projects with a single solution for extract, 
transform, and load processes 

Benefits
 • Insight, with one trusted view of your data 
 • Efficiency, because data moves faster 
 • Enhanced productivity with a single user 
interface for developing data integration 
and quality processes 

 • Savings due to lower total deployment costs
 • Better analysis, with timely access  
to information

Learn more
Visit our Web site at www.sap.com/solutions 
/sme/business-analytics-for-medium-business 
/edge-eim/index.epx.
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