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Housing associations
and the economy

Working with Local Enterprise Partnerships

Housing associations contribute to the local 
economy of Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole 
by:

•	 Directly employing 1,685 local people and many more 
in their wider supply chains

•	 Recording an annual turnover of £155m within 
Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole

•	 Managing, repairing and maintaining 29,165 homes 
across the area, adding £127m to the regional economy 
and supporting over 2,600 jobs

•	 Developing 579 new affordable homes in the area in 
2011-15, adding almost £45m to the regional economy 
and supporting over 1,000 jobs

Housing associations are making an enormous contribution to the local economy and are actively supporting the 
work of the Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) across Dorset, Wiltshire, Hampshire and Berkshire. This briefing 
sets out how the housing association sector can support the work of the LEPs to deliver on our shared priorities.

Supporting local economic  
growth
Housing associations build and manage homes, and 
much more, to support and grow the local economy.

•	 House building can stimulate and boost economic 
growth

•	 Housing associations operate in the areas where 
new jobs are needed most

•	 They are major local employers

•	 There are well-developed apprenticeship 
schemes as well as training and skills initiatives

•	 Housing associations support local businesses 
and social enterprises through their supply chain

•	 They work extensively in the green economy and 
around the digital inclusion agenda

If given the opportunity to do this in partnership with 
LEPs, there is potential to increase the impact of this 
activity substantially.

Building new homes
Housing associations are major players in housing 
development and regeneration, building a significant 
proportion of new homes across your area.

•	 Every home built creates 1.5 full-time jobs in 
construction, plus up to four times that number in the 
wider supply chain

•	 Every pound spent on construction generates 
almost £3 in the wider economy

The development of new housing supports local 
economic growth and creates real jobs in the local 
economy.

Housing associations contribute to the local 
economy of Berkshire by:

•	 Directly employing 3,006 local people and many more 
in their wider supply chains

•	 Recording an annual turnover of £219m within 
Berkshire

•	 Managing, repairing and maintaining 33,514 homes 
across the area, adding £234m to the regional economy 
and supporting over 4,708 jobs

•	 Developing over 1,000 new affordable homes in the 
area in 2011-15, adding over £120m to the regional 
economy and supporting over 2,400 jobs



Housing associations are large local employers 
spending a considerable amount of money within local 
economies and supporting sizable supply chains. 

Across Dorset, Swindon/Wiltshire, Hampshire and 
Berkshire they directly employ almost 15,000 people and 
support many more within their wider supply chains.

They work across a range of communities, including the 
most deprived neighbourhoods where job opportunities 
are few and far between. 

Many associations offer training and apprenticeships to 
their residents and use their supply chains to increase 
and widen their employment offer. Last year housing 
associations supported at least 180 apprenticeships 
across the south west and 140 in the south east.

Businesses can’t grow when their employees can’t 
find enough homes in the right places at the right 
price. Housing associations can help the LEP support 
business growth by providing a range of housing options, 
including low cost home ownership, market rented 
housing and homes for outright sale.
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Supporting local employmentHousing associations contribute to the local 
economy of south Hampshire (Solent LEP) by:

•	 Directly employing 4,762 local people and many 
more in their wider supply chains

•	 An annual turnover of £346m within the area 
covered by the Solent LEP

•	 Managing, repairing and maintaining 53,081 homes 
across the area, adding £370m to the regional economy 
and supporting almost 7,500 jobs

•	 Developing 1762 new affordable homes across the 
urban south Hampshire area in 2011-15, adding almost 
£206m to the regional economy and supporting over 
4,100 jobs

Housing associations contribute to the local 
economy of north Hampshire (Enterprise M3 
LEP) by:

•	 Directly employing 5,463 local people and many 
more in their wider supply chains

•	 An annual turnover of £397m within the area covered 
by the Enterprise M3 LEP

•	 Managing, repairing and maintaining 60,896 homes 
across the area, adding £425m to the regional economy 
and supporting over 8,500 jobs

•	 Developing 1271 new affordable homes across the 
north Hampshire area in 2011-15, adding over £148m to 
the regional economy and supporting over 3,000 jobs

For more information or to discuss the contents of this briefing please contact:

Warren Finney 
South East lead manager 
National Housing Federation

Tel: 0207 067 1010  
Email: warren.finney@housing.org.uk 
www.housing.org.uk/southeast

Jenny Allen 
South West lead manager 
National Housing Federation

Tel: 0117 9297388 
Email: jenny.allen@housing.org.uk 
www.housing.org.uk/southwest

Housing associations contribute to the local 
economy of Swindon and Wiltshire by:

•	 Directly employing 1,594 local people and many 
more in their wider supply chains

•	 An annual turnover of £147m within the Swindon and 
Wiltshire area

•	 Managing, repairing and maintaining 27,616 homes 
across the area, adding £120m to the regional economy 
and supporting over 2,500 jobs

•	 Developing 941 new affordable homes across 
Swindon and Wiltshire in 2011-15, adding almost £73m 
to the regional economy and supporting over 1,600 jobs


