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News from UKPHR                                                           24 July 2018 
 

Start date announced for revalidation of UKPHR's specialists 
 
At its July meeting, UKPHR's Board pressed the button to activate its revalidation scheme, which 
will start on 01 April 2019. The first 6-month advance notices of all specialists’ revalidation due 
dates will be sent on 01 October 2018. 
 
Chair of the Board, Andrew Jones says: 
 
"UKPHR is introducing revalidation for specialist registrants. This is a major step forward for 
UKPHR and its registrants, marking a new stage in the register's development and the assurance 
of ongoing competence and quality of service of the public health workforce. 
 
"For public health specialists, UKPHR's revalidation scheme ensures as close an equivalence with 
the revalidation required of medical practitioners registered on the General Medical Council's 
public health specialists register as possible. 
 
"For public health practitioners, UKPHR's revalidation scheme positions them at the forefront of 
work to maintain and raise standards of practice in the health and social care sector. 
 
The public, public health employers and commissioners of public health services can be confident 
that workers registered with UKPHR are regularly checked and they and UKPHR are committed to 
continuous improvement." 
 
The Board published its revalidation scheme, the detailed requirements and guidance in Summer 
2017. The revalidation requirements were piloted by some registrants between September 2017 
and March 2018. As a result of the experiences of UKPHR and the registrants who piloted the 
revalidation requirements, some minor adjustments have been made. 
 
In addition, UKPHR's Board has made one significant change to the revalidation requirements as 
they apply to registered public health practitioners. It was apparent that currently the public health  
system in the UK lacks the necessary infrastructure to deliver a professional appraisal for all 
practitioners. The Board has therefore decided to delay introduction of revalidation for practitioner 
registrants and to form a working party to consider the arrangements for professional appraisal for 
practitioners.  
 
Zaira Ejaz, UKPHR's Revalidation and Registration Services Officer, says: 
 
"To get to this point, where UKPHR is able to announce the start of revalidation, has been a huge 
undertaking for UKHPR and its registrants. We owe a great debt of gratitude to many individuals 
and organisations for their support and assistance over the past four years as we have developed 
our revalidation scheme. At the risk of omitting contributors, our thanks go to: 
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 The members of our task & finish group who worked on the scheme so generously and tirelessly 

for so long; 
 All the consultees who responded with such constructive response to our consultations; 
 The General Medical Council and Nursing & Midwifery Council for unfailing support and advice 

and also for allowing me and my colleague, Pav Sull, to work alongside their revalidation teams, 
 Our volunteer registrants who helped us to pilot our revalidation requirements, 
 The Faculty of Public Health for its encouragement and support, 
 The public health agencies of England, Scotland and Wales for their indefatigable work with us, 

with special mention of all they have done to support the introduction of annual professional 
appraisal for our registered public health specialists, 

 My personal thanks to everyone connected with Public Health England's Revalidation Team for 
the warmth of their welcome to me and the intensity of their commitment to making this day 
possible, 

 Everyone connected with UKPHR - Board members, assessors, Consultative Forum members, 
coordinators, Moderators, registrants and paid staff for their patience, their promoting and their 
nurturing." 

 
ENDS  
 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS: 
 
1. The UK Public Health Register (UKPHR) is the independent regulator for the public 

health workforce in the UK.  It operates a register accredited by Professional 
Standards Authority for professionals who work in public health. 
 

2. Public health specialists are able to achieve registration by successfully completing 
the Public Health Specialty Training Programme, or by submitting a portfolio of 
evidence for assessment. 
 

3. UKPHR has been registering public health specialists since 2003. In more recent 
times UKPHR has commenced registration of public health practitioners and Public 
Health Specialty Registrars. 

 
4. The main purpose of the regulation of members of the public health workforce is to 

protect, promote and maintain the health and safety of the public. Regulation is 
important to protect the public, individually and collectively, from bad, harmful and 
professionally unacceptable public health practice. UKPHR achieves this by ensuring 
registrants achieve and maintain requisite standards of competence, knowledge and 
experience as well as adhere to agreed standards of ethical practice.  

 
5. UKPHR is a Company limited by Guarantee and its governance is in the hands of a 

Board of Directors (a maximum of 12 Directors). UKPHR is registered at Companies 
House. It is also a registered charity in England & Wales and in Scotland. Its register 
of public health specialists, Specialty Registrars and public health practitioners is 
accredited by the Professional Standards Authority under a statutory scheme.  

 
 

For further information, Contact: Zaira Ejaz  
Tel.      0121 296 4370  Email:   z.ejaz@ukphr.org  
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