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Learning to write in English can be challenging for learners who learnt a different 

script or cannot read and write in any language. It is a slow process, requiring a lot of 

practice and concentration.  

Try writing the different phrases below (each says ‘how are you?’) to get a taste of 

the difficulties English My Way learners may experience when using a new script.  

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some of the issues you may have had trying to write in a script that you are 

unfamiliar with:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are some of the problems English My Way learners will face, if they are not 

familiar with the Roman alphabet.  

  

Where do I start? Is 

it left-to-right or 

right-to-left? 

What do the words 

actually mean?  

 

Do I write on the 

line? 

Where do the 

individual letters 

start and finish?  

 

How do I form each letter? (How many pen 

strokes and how do I make them? 
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Learning to write – what learners need to know  

1. Text direction  

Learners need to know that text is written from left to right. This will be counter-

intuitive to learners who are literate in a language such as Urdu, which is written from 

right to left.  

2. Letter formation  

Learners need to practise the pen strokes needed to correctly form letters. They 

need to know:  

 where to start writing the letter  

 in which direction to move the pen  

 whether to keep the pen on the page or take it off  

 how high and wide each letter should be relative to the other letters and the line.  

 

3. Word formation  

 

Learners will need to understand that a space indicated the end of a word and learn 

how much space to leave.  

 

4. Pen control  

 

Learners who are not yet literate in any language will need to learn how to sit 

correctly, hold the pen and position the paper. They may also need to develop their 

hand-eye coordination.  
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Teaching handwriting  

 

 When you start to teach handwriting to learners, it is important to model correct 

letter formation first and observe learners forming letters, to make sure that they 

develop a good technique. There are worksheets available in Session C of the 

Getting Started 2 unit. GS2 Resource C2 provides a model that learners can 

copy, while GS2 Resource C3 has lines for them to practice writing on. 

 

 To practise handwriting you can use words or texts from the lesson or you can 

personalise the writing practise by using learners’ own texts from language 

experience or own personal information.   

You can download fonts to practise handwriting, such as ‘jardotty’ or ‘print traced’, 

which allow you to create handwriting sheets in Word from 

http://www.fontspace.com.  

In addition, some websites, such as www.worksheetworks.com, allow you to enter 

text, print out and save personalised handwriting worksheets handwriting pages.  

 It is a good idea to get learners used to using line guides to practise handwriting, 

as these help learners to recognise the relative heights of different letters and how 

they ‘sit on the line’. Some learners may struggle with correct letter size and may 

write letters all the same size or write letters with descenders, such as y and g, 

with the tail on the line.  

 

 Learners may need support with holding a pen and writing from left to right. If 

learners are struggling with letter formation, you might need to look at developing 

hand-eye coordination through pre-writing activities, which help learners to 

develop the strokes they need for correct letter formation. Such worksheets are 

also available on the www.worksheetworks.com website.  

 

Be careful when choosing worksheets from the internet for your classes as most 

worksheets are written for young children and are not appropriate for adult learners. 

 

http://downloads.englishmyway.co.uk/topics/getting-started-2/session-c/gs2--resourcec2-alphabet-on-lined-paper.pdf
http://downloads.englishmyway.co.uk/topics/getting-started-2/session-c/gs2-resourcec3-lined-writing-paper.pdf
http://www.fontspace.com/
http://www.worksheetworks.com/
http://www.worksheetworks.com/

