
Report on Booming Voices tour 27th April – 12th July 

 

As agreed in the original Halvergate Drama tender, the show was an up-to-date portrait of the 

Broads, resulting from a series of interviews with those who work in, play on, live beside and 

research the Suffolk and Norfolk Broads. It was also designed to focus on the various threats posed 

to this wildlife-rich wetland by climate change and increased tourism.  

Since it had to be researched and written during the pandemic, and postponed until after the major 

lockdowns, it proved to be a challenging exercise. Nevertheless, the mixture of fictional drama and 

verbatim presentation worked well especially with the fictional play using the metaphor of a girl 

with vulnerabilities isolating in the Broads. The parallels with the Broads own vulnerability worked 

well.  

The interviews, almost all done on phone, were conducted by Karen Goddard and Jimmy Aldridge 

and included scientists, reedcutters, flood modelers, ecologists, engineers, churchwardens, artists, 

boatbuilders, anglers, weather forecasters, and various site wardens who covered all the bases. 

Music was composed by Jimmy Aldridge, one half of the acclaimed folk duo ‘Jimmy & Sid’;  
"The duo are both fine singers and multi-instrumentalists” – The Guardian. 
This was quite a coup for the production, although the planned use of Sid for the musician in the 
show had to be abandoned due to the postponement and change of plans. 
Jimmy grew up in Norfolk and was able to create four beautiful folk songs inspired by the landscape 

he knows so well. These songs were arranged by Chris Warner and sung by the cast, three of whom 

also played guitar. 

The set was designed by Marjoke Henrichs who came up with an ingenious ‘split stage’ design that 

replicated the ditches and marshes. Marjoke’s atmospheric illustrations were also used to augment 

the design. 

 

We employed digital technology to give a contemporary feel to the show using a screen to project 

imagery, graphs and Zoom calls between the characters.    

The show went to 24 venues and gave 32 performances in 12 different districts and boroughs. 

Despite the continuing Omicron threat only 1 village cancelled – they were new promoters and wary 

of low ticket sales – and one performance at our own Sir John Mills theatre was pulled.  

1302 people saw the show live, an average of 54% capacity. This aligns with current estimates 

showing all theatre productions are experiencing a 20-30% reduction in attendance due to the slow 



return to normal after the pandemic. On this basis our outturn is good and we believe that people 

prefer the safety of their own community hall to other venues, even in small towns or at festivals, 

where they are likely to be sitting amongst people they don’t know. We included one masked 

performance in our Ipswich week. 

In addition, 54 livestream tickets were sold which suggests a further 108 people at least watched the 

show online.  

Reaction to the show was uniformly good, with comments including 

• “excellent theatre…an interesting mix of voices from the Broads” 

• “it brought back so many happy memories of holidays on the Broads…the whole production 

was wonderful” 

• “[Booming Voices] captures the feel of East Anglia, particularly the Broads, rivers, birds, wide 

skies and most importantly the memories of the people of Norfolk” 

• “this was one of the best EA shows that we have seen” 

• “My husband who built boats on the Broads as a young apprentice from the late 70s found it 

bringing back lots of memories. So many conversations to be had from this evening” 

• “Booming Voices really struck a chord with me and in many ways I was transported back to 

the Broads” 

• “A visceral theatrical experience” 

• “A beautifully created verbatim show” 

Our audience survey was completed by 150 of our bookers (representing a response rate of 43%) 

and gave us satisfaction rates for relevance (88%), concept (88%), local impact (85%), captivation 

(84%) and presentation (91%), which are some of the highest rates we have received for our 

productions.  

 

 

 



Outreach work included work in secondary and primary schools in Framingham Earl and South 

Walsham respectively where pupils were interviewed and made poems from Broads themes (a video 

is available at Booming Voices R&D Film - YouTube ).  

 

The tour finished with a series of performances at the Broads Life Festival held at Beccles Quay on 

the River Waveney in a specially erected theatre tent, which sat alongside stalls for the Wildlife 

Trusts, the Broads Authority and other local environment groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The tour has exceeded the initial remit for performances, giving 32 against 21 and touring for 7 

weeks instead of 4.  

Desired outcomes (PID) 

• Improved understanding of the interaction between people and places both in the past and for 
the present and future. 

• Community engagement with the collection of stories/knowledge about the area. 

• Attendance at local drama events for people throughout East Anglia but especially the project 
area. 

• Archive of material that informed the creation of the drama. 

• Direct involvement in a dramatic event for some volunteers. 
 

All of these elements were met, although the Covid pandemic put constraints on our ability to 

stretch these further.   

 

Ivan Cutting 

Artistic Director/CEO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxj6Xvvkr78

