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Q&A with Susie Barrett 
(Actor)

HOW DID YOU GO ABOUT 
PREPARING FOR YOUR ROLE AS 
LUCY AND THOMAS CORDER?

I’m a big believer in research so I looked into 
what it would be like living in Polstead at that 
time, and read some books and watched various 
TV series and films set around the same time as 
the play. There is a really good book about the 
murder which I found particularly useful.

HOW DID YOU USE VOICE AND 
MOVEMENT TO COMMUNICATE 
YOUR CHARACTER IN THIS 
PRODUCTION

Obviously the accent is hugely important in this 
play so I enlisted the help of an amazing accent 
coach who helped me with the Suffolk accent 
and explained how the rhythm and the vowel 
sounds differ from my own accent. In terms 
of movement we had an incredible movement 
director on the show who ran workshops with us 
to get us to find our character’s physicality and 
how we would use our bodies in the space. She 
introduced the theme of the breath and talked 
a lot about being grounded in the earth which I 
found very useful.

HOW HAS THE SHIFT FROM 
TRAVERSE TO IN THE ROUND 
TO END ON CHANGED YOUR 
PERFORMANCE ( IF  AT ALL)

I have found that performing the play end 
on means I can focus more on intention and 
listening to the other performers rather than 
worrying about always having my back to some 
of the audience which comes with it’s own 
challenges.

WHAT SINGLE PIECE OF ADVICE 
WOULD YOU GIVE TO A BUDDING 
YOUNG PERFORMER

Use your skill set to your advantage when not 
acting. Having a side job is essential to being a 
jobbing actor and making sure it’s something 
you enjoy is very important as you may spend 
large chunks of time not doing any acting at all 
while auditioning for work. 


