
































































CONTRACT BRIDGE JOURNAL 

At the score Love All, East 1s 
playing the hand at Four Spades 
the bidding having proceeded : ' 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1 No No Dblc 
2 2 + No · 4 + 
The play to the first five tricks : 

Answers to 
.Junuat•y 

l'JlOJILEU No. 1 (24 points) 
(fl) Three Dlumoutls-8 points. Three 

:ipades-0 JIOluts. Four S!llllles-2 J•oluts. 
>;outh hns npprcclnble \'nines in excess of au 
openln!( bid, but his huud is not n mnsst,·u 
HtlC nud Its two suits nrc rather slender. 
Temperate, but not cxtnlVHJ.mnt , hotu•s may 
therefore be built on it. Xorth's mise to Two 
Spndcs Jlromlses no more thnu u single raise 
of 1111 ot•cnirtll One hid, thon!(h it Is unlikely 
to he one of the purely "courtesy" type. 
Jf Is possible, It will be based on 
Yulues, nml In such CIU!es the question of" fit " 
Is hnt•ortnnt. Jn this reg!Lfd, North's lleurt 
resJ>onse Is not encournglng, but the l!cnrts 
mny 11111te possibly be poor with compcnsa tlons 
clsewlwre.' South' should therefore try to 
indJCijte where he would prcfor North's \'nlues 
to lle nnd c111i best do so by a bid of Three 
Dlnmonds, which hints nt the snit dlstrlbntlon 
of his own hnnd. Credit Is !(lvcn for the h·ss 
specific bid of Three Spnd1•s nml nlsn for 
} our Spndcs, which Is some thin!( better thnn 
11 wild nnd dcspcmtc gamble. 

(b) ],'our Dlnmonds-B points. !>'our 
::\Jutdes-0 points. Just ns In (a) hns 
no rcnson to nssumc tlmt hu cnn maku 
Four n contrnct two tricks thnn 
the level so 1ur rcnched, so here he should not 
tmppose thut he can mnkc Six Sjln•l<•s, tlm•c• 
tricks higher thnn thut le\'el. l'iorth's lmnd 

be 1\: 10 X x ; Henri A K X X x ; 
IJIIUIIOild x x · Club x x, on which c\'c'n Fl\'u 
Spudcs Is 11 risky contract. On the otlwr hnnd, 
It he Spade 1\: 10 X X ; Jir.urt A 10 x X X ; 
IJ!11mond x x; Club K J when ii(utdes 
beC'umcs u hut. }'our Dlllmmuls! 
Xorth will hid Four llenrts on tho tlrst h11n< 
1111<1 flllss when South Inter sii(UH nil', nK hu 
ohould, with l'our S(m<lcs. On tlw H!'c·nml, 
North will also hlcl Four lleurtsl hut, rell!lslnl! 
thnt the hnnds seem to fit f11lr y wl'il, 
bid five Clubs nftcr South's ],'our S(luclcs. 
Crccll!. Is ulso l(l\'cn for J.'onr In view 
or the mllllY JIOSB)hfo cases where lillY hll!ll!'r 
t•ontmct Is <lnngcrous. 

(c) l!'lvo Dlumonds-B (Joints. llo(lCB of 
a slum nrc of course much brighter In this 
Cllse, hut there Is still thc• or h11dly 
tltlhtl( lmnds. North mny hold 8(mdo K Q x x ; 
lle11rt A K 10 x x; Dlnmond x x; Club x x. 
:ionth should not venture nbo\·e the ' lo\'el of 
}'lYe for the moment. 

3I 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

SOUTH 
5 

+ 5 
0 2 

5. + 2 
How should ·East 

the play ? 
plan the rest of 

l'JtOHLEll Xo. 2 (24 ]JOint•) 
(11) Three Dl11munds-:i points. Xo J:icl-

0 )JOints. Though Xorth's bidding Is cncuural!­
ing, It reveals that his hnnd ha, n·rtnln 
limitations. Though he seems to hnn 
support for Clnhs, he cllcl not fc•<'l he waH 
strong enough to · force to l!amc• with Two 
Hc11rts on the tlrst round. He nl,o mnnot 
hn\'c lillY Iiklnl! for .No· Trump;, which he· has 
fulled to support. A sln!Zlcton In l'lther ,:pades 

Dlumon!Is Is the l!rolmblc explunaJiun. 
\\ hlche\'er 11 IS, Threc• Xo·Trumps will utmost 
ct•rtainly I.Jc an i111possi1Jic ('ontrnrt in view 
of South's heclrock minimum 1111d ai»c·nre of 
lcnl.!th atHI the suspected dans;rl:'rous 
Momcwhcrc in his partner's haud. llowcn:r 
•.houl<! Xorth's.sfngletou be In S)lad!·s, 
Souths .\ ee, 11 Is posslhl<· thnt Fin· Clubs 
might he m11dc, <'SJI!•c·lallr If tlll·n• I• smm· 
sort of 111 with till' Dinmond >uit. This 
possibility alone justltlt·s nnotht•r hid br :,onlh. 

(b) No llid-S (lOIII lS. Three DlaUIOtnl,-
2 poluts. Xorth's circuitous blddinl! probahh· 
menus thnt he \'UhH•d his h11nd when maklni.t 
his first response us worth Two and a half or 
Two ancl threc·I)Uarter Clubs, just short of a 
clouhle raise. Jt cannot be construt•d us :un· 
Interest in Xo·trnmp;, fnlllnil subslnutl:il 
un!llscloscd hl11h rnrcl ,·nines with :<outh. 
These \'nlues clo not exist nnd thc• tit with 
Dlnmonds alone justllles nnother bid hy :,'out h. 

(c) No Jlhl-S (>olnts. The huplicatlons 
of Xorth's hlclclln!( nrc the sume "' in (b). 
'L'hc Spmlcs can l>e no more thnu a four·t'artl 
Knit, for If were longer, Xorth wuuhl nut 
hn \'e to n minor suit. Thc• wf\· m.llcl 
lit with Hpncles clues not justify :iolllh 'takhtl! 
further nl'tlon. 

Xo. 3 (ll points) 
Four t'lubs-H points. Xurth', llr.;t 

hnpulso ml11ht w<'ll bo nn nttc•mJ•t 111 pla1· 
tho hnncl In Spudes, In spilt• of \\'to,;t '; hici. 
Jlut second shuulcl Jl!'nou:ul•· him 
lll!lllnst it. South's fullure to stmul tl11· tluuhlc• 
SIII!I!Csts 1111 unbnlnnc!•cl hnml unsultahh· for 
cl!•fcnee lll!nlnst n low c•ontmct. lie will uut 
hnvt• more than ouc Spatlt• aml may h:u·t.· 
llls cllstrlhutlon Is qultc• Ilk!•ly six l'lubs nucl 
tl\'u Jlcnrts, which\ In c·umhlnntlon with 
North's honours Iu 1oth suits, will make 11 
J!tllllC In or lu l\11 uttr.lL'th"t• 
)ITOJIOS!tfon. 

l'JlOJIJ.Ell Xu. 4 (II points) 
Two Hcnrts-S points. .-\ furehu: hid In 

11 non·exlstcnt suit of higher ntnk than t11:1 t 
In which It Is Intended to J•lnr the hand !; 

to be nYolded, hut there Is 1111 other 
bid 11\'nllnhlc. Three Clubs Is too l!fl'•· :111 
uuderbl!l to bc• conslderecl. 
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l'JtUHLE.)L Xo. r, (<:! J!Oints) 
Two Spndcs-i! points. 'fwo Diamonds­

~ ]>Oint• . Two Diamonds I• no doubt the 
· "t·urn•et" bid hut Routh, hnvln11 opened on 
llll ah•olutu minimum, ma~· ho In dJIUcultleK 
lnt<·r If lw emplo~·s it. A rehhl by North of 
'J'wo Xo·Trumps wouhl nut plenRc him, ns lw 
wouhl tht·n fenr either to pnss, lcnvln!( the 
hnntl to he plnyetl In a rlskr contract, or to 
show the secondary SIIJ!JlOTt for Spades, 
thereby lmllcntln~ !(renter strength limn he 
l'o"sc••t·s. Two Spades has the ndvnntnl(e of 
llmlthu: the ham! lnnnedlntely, even thon11h 
·• nonnal" support for the Rnlt Is not quite 
tht'Tt' . 

l'llOUl.E.ll Xo. (j (:l points) 
Xo llltl-8 point". South'• IJelaled IJid 

cnnnot bt• construct! ns nnylhln!l more 
nmhitim•~ than 1111 attempt to wrest the pnrt 
srore from Enst·West or to push them out 
of their depth. In doh111 so he has prohablr 
taken a risk, justlllecl by the llkcllllllod that, 
tlw opponent• lmvlng revealed the limitation 
of llll'ir hntHIH, North has a little somclhh1g, 
'J'hi• Xorth has, !Jut nothing more nnd )losslhlr 
Jtos" than :innth hopecl In lind for hiR contract 
of Two ,;lllltles. 

l'JWHI.I,)[ Xo. 7 (8 points) 
Two Spndes-i! points. Three Sll:ldes-

3 JlOillt>. Two Xo-Tmmps-2 points. It will 
he c·ontl·mh•tl hr some that Two Spades, bclnl( 
a mere preference bit!, Is tou weak for North's 
value~ . This argument tends to O\'erlook the 
full lmpllcntlous of Xorth's first response . 
• .\ respon;;~ nt the level of Two cnu menu one 
of two things. It IIIIIY IIICall II fair to I(OOd 
haucl with a minimum of nhout. chtht points. 
Or It may menu n hnnd wcnk In hl~th cnn!R 
but t•oul;llllilll( OliO long suit, of 11 length 1111<1 
<1uallly sufllclent for n reasonably safe reiJitl, 
lut~ndt'tl ns n sign-off, to the level of Three. 
With thiK pnrtlculnr i11111d rc~arded from 
South'!> point. of view, failure hr North to 
rcbltl to Three Uluhs will j>lnco his , luuul In 
the llrst categor~·. If the re lit! Is Two Spndcs 
onl)'. tho hunt! will not IJe far removed from 
a minimum, by definition el~ht points. In 
nctunl fact the hand totals nine points nut! 
the t•xet'"" of one point. docs not fully justlfr 
a sl rom: hid, even though tho Spade honour 
nml doubleton Dlnmoml nrc nddltlonnl 
fnvouruhltl factors. 

l'JtOJ\T,E)[ ~o. 8 (12 points) 
Once the• opposlug tnunps nrc fount! to 

he cll,;t riiJuted four-ouc, It Is ohvlouslr 1111 
ludlspcnsablu condition fur the success of the 
coutnu·t thnt South should havu not fewer 
than tllfeu llcarts. Dut, If ho hns at lcnst 
tiiTI'<', he might hnvo four or flvo, and thrn 
t he• chances of his havln11 fewer thnu three 
Club~ nro lncrrusetl. WeRt •houltl therefore 
tlruw ll third rouml of trumps nntl play three 
romuls of llearts. If thoy IJrenk threo-thrco 
ho mnKt tlwn J>inr tho Ch1hs anti hopo thnt 
South will follow Rllit for three ·rounds. · Tho 
secoml losltlll Spatlo can then bo thrown on 
th" fourth Heart, which South mny n1lf or 
not, "" he plenses. If South hns four lleurts, 
tlu• contract IR sufe, provided thnt ho holds 
nt leust two Clubs, the dlscnrd on tho fourth 
llcnrt IJclnl! taken first. Tho recommended 
)liar, therefore, mny result In gain nutl cun 
loot~ no moro thnn nn cxtrn undoubled under· 
trick In the event of tho contract proving 
lrupossliJle. 

Jantta•·y 
\Vinne1•s 

The monthly J•rlze of Two Guineas for the­
best sot of solutions In the .ranunrs Competition 
IH dlvhlctl IJetwcen : 

, .r. EDG.IIl Gonoox (llromhorough) and 
• 1.. G. Wooo (Ncwcnstle( who cnch scored 

;o J!Oints . 

Specially commc11tlttl : J . T. Chapman 
(Nottingham) 74; Lt.·CoL G. H. F. llrond 
(llui(IJy) anti J •. G. Cayless (Thurc.~ston) 72; 
1!'. Kaufman (~outhport) and E. J. W'atson­
Willlnms (Drlstol) 70 ; C. B. Dickel (Glasgow) 
and L. C.l'nymnn (Salford) 67. 

Cmmne11detl : A. .J. Fletcher (llclfast), 
E. II. Lcwls-Dule (London), W .• f. Tibbs­
(Leeds) nnd C. Ylckcrmnn (Tiuddcrsfield) 66; 
A. Y. llahr (Dolton) 6~ · E. H. Potter 
(llonnslow) 62; E. F. llnydcn (Wclw~'D) nnd 
A. F. Tmseolt (Oxford) 01; F. Farrington 
(Holton) and 1>. .1. Jo' . Primrose (1.dcesler) 60. 

(Contiiwed from page 2~) 

forcing dummy to ruff with O J. 
The contract can now only be 
made if South finesses + 10 after 
picking up East's remaining trumps 
by means of a coup with the Hearts. 

Several alternative plays 
recommend themselves but the 
pitfalls are still there. F~r instance 
declarer can ruff the first Spade i~ 
dummy and follow with O A and 
·o J ; East should hold off and 
the South hand is prohably 
entered with \? K. But now, 
when a top Diamond is led East 
can ~\'in and return <::;:> J ,' thus 
effectively cutting off the Heart 
suit ; once again the finesse of 
+ 10 must be taken. The best 
shot, in. o!der not to disrupt 
commumcat10ns, and bearing in 
mind the implications of the 
bidding, is to ruff the opening 
lead with 0 J and then to play 
0 A followed by O 4. East is 
now helpless, and a small Club 
can s~fely be discarded on <::;:> Q. 
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