


































































































CONTRACT BRIDGE JOURNAL

PROBLEM No. 5 (3 points)

Two Spades—8 points. Two Diamonds—

4 points,  Two Diamonds is no doubt the
** correet ” bid, but South, having opened on
an absolute minimum, may be in difficulties
later if he employs it. A rebid by North of
Two No-Trumps would not please him, as he
would then fear either to pass, leaving the
hand to be played in a risky contract, or to
show the secondary support for Spades,
thereby indicating greater strength than he
lmssem.-s. Two Spades has the advantage of

imiting the hand immediately, even though .

"‘nomml " gupport for the suit Is not quite
there, 4

PROBLEM No. 6 (3 points)

No Bid—8 points. South’s belated bid
cannot  be construed as anything more
ambitions than an attempt to wrest the part
score from East-West or to push them out
of their depth. In doing so he has probably
taken a risk, justified by the likelihood that,
the oppouents having revealed the limitation
of their hands, North has a little something,
This North has, but nothing more and possibly
less than South hoped to find for his contract
of Two Spades.

PROBLEM XNo. 7 (8 points)

Two Spades—8 points,
3 points. - Two No-Trumps—2 points. It will
be contended by some that Two Spades, being
a mere preference bid, is too weak for North's
values. This argument_tends to overlook the
full implications of North's first response.
A response at the level of Two ean mean one
of two things. It may mean a fair to good
hand with a minimum of about eight points.
Or it may mean a hand weak in high cards
but containing one long suit, of a length and
quality sufficient for a reasonably safe rebid,
intended as a sign-off, to the lével of Three.
‘With this particular bhand regarded from
South’s point of view, fallure hi.' North to
rebid to Three Clubs will place his hand in
the first category. If the rebid is Two Spades
only. the hand will not be far removed from
a minimum, by definition eight points. In
actual fact the hand totals nine points and
the excess of one point does not fully justify
a strong bid, even though the Spade honour
and doubleton Diamond are additional
favourable factors.

PROBLEM No. 8 (12 points)

Onece the opposing trumps are found to
be distributed four—one, it is obviously an
indispensable condition for the success of the
contract that South should have not fewer
than three Hearts, But, if he has at least
three, he might have four or five, and then
the chances of his having fewer than three
Clubs are increased. West should therefore
draw a third round of trumps and play three
rounds of Hearts. If they break three—three
he must then play the Clubs and hope tha
South will follow suit for three rounds. The
second losing Spade can then be thrown on
the fourth Heart, which South may ruff or
not as he pleases. If South has four Hearts,
the contract is safe, provided that he holds
at least two Clubs, the discard on the fourth
Heart belng taken first. The recommended

lay, therefore, may result in gain and can
0se no more than an extra undoubled under-
trick in the event of the contract proving
impossible,
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Three Spades—

January
Winners

The monthly prize of Two Guineas for the
best set of solutions in the January Competition
is divided between :

,J. EDGAR GOrDON (Bromborough) and

L. G. Woon (Newcastle( who each scored
76 points.

Specially commended : J. T. Chapman
(Nottingham) 74; Lt.-Col. G. H. F. Broad
(Rugby) and L. G. Cayless (Thurcaston) 72 ;
F. Kaufman (Southport) and E. J. Watson-
Williams (Bristol) 70 ; C. E. Dickel (Glasgow)
and L. C.Payman (Salford) 67.

Commended : A. J. Fletcher (Belfast),
. H. Lewis-Dale (London), W. J. Tib
(Leeds) and C. Vickerman (Huddersfield) 66 ;
A. V. Rahr (Bolton) 64; E. Potter
(Hounslow) 62; E. F. Bayden (Welwyn) and
A. F. Truscott (Oxford) 61; F. Farrington
(Bolton) and E. J. F. Primrose (Leicester) 60.

(Continued from page 24)

forcing dummy to ruff with ¢ J.
The contract can now only be
made if South finesses & 10 after
picking up East’s remaining trumps
by means of a coup with the Hearts.

Several alternative plays
recommend themselves, but the
pitfalls are still there. For instance,
declarer can ruff the first Spade in
dummy and follow with ¢ A and
¢ J; East should hold off, and
the South hand is probably
entered with ) K. But now,
when a top Diamond is led, East
can win and return 9 ], thus
effectively cutting off the Heart

suit ; once again the finesse of
& 10 must be taken. The best
shot, in order not to disrupt

communications, and bearing in
mind the implications of the
bidding, is to ruff the opening
lead with { J and then to play
O A followed by ¢ 4. East is
now helpless, and a small Club
can safely be discarded on 2 Q.




THE PUBLISHERS

are pleased to announce that
they can carry out the
binding of the First
Volume of the
CONTRACT BRIDGE JOURNAL
in attractive blue Rexine,
with gold lettering
' at a price of
o)l/_

Orders, with. Journals,
should be sent'to:—

PRIESTLEY STUDIOS Ltd.

Commercial Rd., Gloucgéter

Please give name and address
in block capitals.

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS

can now be accepted at the
rate of 30/- per annum
post free.

When Subscriptions are due
for renewal, notice will be
sent by post to each
subscriber.

NOTE—The . subscription forms
in the December issue are
NOT renewal notices.

Orders and Remittances
should be sent to:—

PRIESTLEY" STUDIOS Ltd.

COMMERCIAL ROAD
GLOUCESTER

COMPETITION ENTRY FORM.

NaME (Block Capitals)
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