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Editorial
FAMILIAR ATMOSPHERE

p tponement from the original
date,osand lack of the usual build.
up through the quarter- and sem1fi na 1s, led to the final of the Gold
.
Cup seeming less of an occasiOn
than usual. That the player~ on
both·sides play daily rubberbndge
with one another was also a factor
that may have contributed to lack
of tension.
LACK OF FIT

I think I can say, without
anticipating Alan Hiron's report
next month, that Mrs. Markus
fully deserved her win by 6 points,
and that she and Mrs. Gordon
were very likely the best pair.
Much of the play was erratic,
confirming what I wrote after the
Masters Pairs about the general
state of affairs among the top
players. Those who play well
don't play carefully, and those
who play carefully don't play .
well.
JAPES IN READINESS

. The European Championship
Is not far off now and orders for

Then, as now, Albert Dormer
edited the English section.
BROAD AS IT'S LONG

In the course of the Individual
at DeauviUe Konstam was partnered by a solid-looking Belgian
wearing handlebar moustaches.
Defending against Four Hearts,
his partner having bid spades,
Konstam led a low spade· from
Jxx.
His partner, who had
. KQxxx, played the King, and the
Ace won.
When next in; Konstam tried a .
club. The mustachio'd one took
the Ace and returned a club. The
spade trick was never made. At
the end of the hand Konstam
asked:
"Why didn't you cash the
Queen of spades when you were
. ?"
In.
"You led a club, I thought you
wanted a club back."
Konstam tried another tack:
"Why did you play the King of
spades on the first trick? yo~
made me think declarer ha.d AQ.
"Quel/e importe? Si je joue Ia
Dame vous croyez qu'il a /'AceR ·,

ot.

the Bulletin, as ' advertised on
Page 18, should be placed at once.
The last time there was a Bulletin
t
:-a Stockholm five years agoIt Was very much apprectated.
.

SMALL INCREASE

S
Jber Jst the
As from _ep.1en ·u be '35/- ·
'
annua1 subscnptwn Wt /r
10r
·E ·B ·u · members, 25 ·
5

------------------/

Deauvil/e: ill _the foreground, Mme. J. Peten.

I

Ill the foreground, Mrs. May Goetz, Willner with I. Icle/soll of the Guy Cross Cup
at Crockford's this year.
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The·Open Trials
PART 2
by HAROLD FRANKLIN

In the Open Series of the felt-Nunes 6- 2, v. Smerdon-Fox
European 'championship Great 8- 0, v. Collings-Crown 0-8, v.
Britain will be represented ~y Lee-Booker 7- 1.
A. F. Truscott and R. A. Priday,
4. Rockfelt and Nunes, 38
N. Gardener and A. Rose, and points: v. North-Pugh 3- 5, v.
K. Konstam and C. Rodrigue. Swinnerton-Dyer - Dormer 6- 2,
· As Reese and Schapiro were non- v. Biron-Silverstone 3.:. .5, v. Smerstarters, these, the first three pairs . don-Fox 5- 3, v. Collings-Crown
in the trials, automatically con- 8- 0, v. Lee-Booker 3- 5.
stitute the team. The trials ended
5. Crown and Collings, 37
as follows:
points: v. North-Pugh 5- 3, v.
1. Truscott and Priday, 50 Swinnerton-Dyer - Dormer 4-4,
points: v. North-Pugh 6-2, v. v. Biron-Silverstone 8- 0, v. SmerSwinnerton-Dyer- Dormer 8-0, don-Fox 3- 5, v. Lee-Booker 5- 3.
v. Biron-Silverstone 5-3, v. Rose6. Lee and Booker, 36 points:
Gardener 5-3, v. Rockfelt-Nunes v.
North-Pugh 3- 5, v ..Swinnerton4-4, v. Konstam-Rodrigue 8- 0, ton-Dyer-Dormer 6- 2, v. Hi~on
v. Smerdon-Fox 5-3, v. Collings- Silverstone 6-2, v. Smerdon-Fox
Crown 6-2, v. Lee-Booker 3- 5.

6- 2.

2. Rose and Gardener, 46
points: v. North-Pugh 2- 6, v.
Swinnerton-Dyer - Dormer 7- 1,
v.r: Miron-Silverstone 7-1, v. Rock•e.lt-Nunes 4-4, v. Konstam-Rodngue 4-4;- v. Smerdon-Fox 6- 2,
v. Collings-Crown 6- 2, v. Lee· Booker 7-1.

3K

7 . North and Pugh, 34 - points:
v. Swinnerton-Dyer-Dormer 1-7,
v. Biron-Silverstone 6- 2, v. Smerdon- F ox 4-4 .
30
8. Swinnerton-Dyer-Dormer,
.

4-4

points: v. Biron-Silverstone .
v. Smerdon-Fox 8- 0.

.

,

9. Smerdon and Fox, 25 points:
v. Biron-Silverstone 6- 2.

. · onstam and Rodrigue, 45
pos•~ts:
v. North-Pugh 6.2, v.
Wtnnerton-Dyer - Dormer 6- 2
v. Hiron-Silverstone 8-0, v. Rock~

1O. HI'ron and Silverstone, 19
points.
7

The first major clash of the
second week-end was in round 5,
when Truscott and Priday met
Konstam and Rodrigue. Truscott
and Priday took all eight points
in a completely one-sided contest:
the one pair played well enough
to earn their win and the other
played sufficiently badly to
warrant the proportions of their
defeat. It seemed at this stage
that Truscott and Priday and
Rose and Gardener were safely
there, and Nunes and Rockfelt,
who held a clear lead in the
struggle for third place, depended
largely on their meetings with
Rose and Gardener and with
Konstam and Rodrigue.

points from their last two matches
and Konstam and Rodrigue, afte;
being almost out of the picture at
one stage, finished only one point
behind the second. The two
leaders both lost points in the
final round, a not surprising reaction to the fact that both had
already ensured their places.
And now to some hands.
Three North-South pairs could
count themselves unlucky to lose
heavily on this one:
South dealer
East-West game
NORTH

+A

\?

863

0

10 9 7 4 2

+J 9 32

In Round 6 Konstam and
Rodrigue took seven points, unimpressively, from Lee and
Booker, and Nunes and Rockfelt
divided with Rose and Gardener.
Having forced their · way back
into the reckoning Konstam and
Rodrigue found true for~ and
ended 6, 8, 6. Rockfelt and
Nunes, having lost 6-2 against
their main challengers, took three
points from each of their last two
opponents, North and Pugh and
Hiron and Silverstone, thus permitting the last-named to end on
their strongest note. Crown and
Collings, who also came to the
last day with a strong chance,
collected no more than eight

WEST

EAST

• 10 8 54 2

+KQ763

\?AK72

\? 10

+AQ86

+ 10 7

o-

.

O~Q653

SOUTH

• J9
\?QJ954
0 AJ8
+K54
When Rose opened One No
Tr.ump ' with the South hand,
Rockfelt, West, made a conventional overcall o " Two Clubs.
North passed and East bid Three
Spade~. West was probably right
to say no more than Four Spades
8

although, with the Ace of diands and the King of clubs both
mo
. k
well placed, twelve tnc s ~rented no problem. One might
~ se
1
b.
. have expected this resu t to e
repeated at all five tables, but
there were two surprising departures from the expected norm.

sourH

WEST

NoRTH

EAST

Priday S-Dyer Truscott Dormer
1\)
No
2\?
2+
No
No
No

3\?

40

50

No

Dble.
No

had been bid unhesitatingly, he
should pass now. In those circumstances he was most certainly
right, but I, for my part, would
hesitate a good deal before passing
Two Clubs, even though my
partner had · made the bid unhesitatingly. Eight tricks were
made and since this result counted
for the purpose of establishing
the mean, Four Spades plus two
became a very profitable result.
Twenty-five points were not
always enough for South on the
following hand:

Five Diamonds failed by three
tricks. The method of scoring in East dealer
force in the trial . was to work North-South game
out the mean result of each board,
NoRTH
after eliminating the top. and the
+ KJ972
bottom score, and to have each
\?53
pair take their score in terms of
0 6 54
I.M.P. (new scale) against the
• 5 43
mean. Thus, one freak result
EAST
WEST
such as this need not have affected
+ A Q 10 6 4
the ~ean score. A perhaps too
\? J 4
\? 10 9 7 6 2
meticulous attention to ethical
0 Q 10 3 2
0
J 87
considerations produced the other
+
10 2
• J 987
freak result. South op.e ned One
SouTH
No Trump and West, Smerdon,
• 83
thought for a considerable time
<yJAKQ8
before bidding Two Clubs, a
0 AK9
natural and not a conventional
+
AKQ6
b'Id. Fox, his partner felt that
Priday opened Two Clubs with
he Was at an unfair ad~antage in
kn owmg
·
the
South hand and jumped to
that his partner was
Three
No Trumps after a Two
able to consider other courses of
Diamond
response. North reaction and decided that since he
rn·Ight have passed if Two
' Clubs sisted any temptation to remove

.5

9

Repeated for convenience
East dealer
North-South game
NoRTH
+ KJ972
<V> 53
0 65 4
+ 543
WF.ST

EAST

+5

+
<V>
<V> 10 9 7 6 2
0
0 J87
J9 8 7
SoUTH
• 83
<V>AKQ8
OAK9
+ AKQ6

+

+

A Q 10 6 4
J4
Q 10 3 2
102

in on the fourth round of clubs
and forcing a lead up to his heart
tenace. Lee followed a similar
line*.
At several tables South had
bid hearts: with hearts unbid there
is much to commend the lead of
the fourth highest rather than the
10-on this hand, at least.

It was cut and thrust in a Three
No Trump contract played by
Rose against Rockfelt and Nunes
on this hand :
East dealer
North-South game

to Four Spades. West led the 10
NoRTH
of hearts and · the declarer won
• J 10 9 8
and played an immediate spade,
\?A764
unsuccessfully finessing the Jack.
0 J 972
· Dormer cashed the Ace of spades
and exited with a second heart. WEST
EAST
The · declarer won and played
+ A4
K 7 62
clubs, throwing West in on the \? Q 10 8
\?1532
fourth round. West exited with the 0 K6 54
0 10
Jack of diamonds, so that he + Q 10
+ 987643
would not be forced to lead into
SouTH
the heart tenace, and that was
• Q 53
one down.
\? K 9
.Two declarers, Nunes and Lee,
0 AQ 8 3
were the only ones to find the
+ AKJ5
.
best line. After winning the first
West Rockfelt, led the 2 of
I
heart they led the 9 of diamonds spades ' and his partner
won an d
at trick 2. Rose, West, won with made the best return of a small
the Jack and played his singleton heart. Rose won with the King,
spade; the King lost to the Ace
and Gardener returned the Jack
* Faithful readers will note the s~ong
of hearts. Nunes cashed two resemblance to hand 3 in "Play Bradge
diamonds before throwing West \Vith Reese".- T.R.

.2

+
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At Deauville, left to right: Baron R. de Nexon, Mme . . Y. Peten, Edmund Pollak,
and Louis Malabar, who is in the French team for Torquay.

led the Queen of spades, and
when that held played the Ace of

spade trick~but oniy by leading
a club into the A K J.

diamonds and continued with a
low diamond to the 9. When that
was allowed to win he played a
third diamond to the Queen and
](jng. Rockfelt led the Queen of
hearts and when that was allowed
to win he put the dummy back
With a fourth diamond, taking
away an entry which would be
required later for the second
spade trick. Rose recovered by
Playing off the Ace of hearts
before exiting with the Jack of
spades. West won and was able
to cut the declarer off from the

The declarer was not so hard
pressed at three other t~bles, but
at the fifth Hiron and Silverstone
were . unfortunate when an u~
orthodox bid by Collings made tt
difficult for them to reach Three
No Trumps. South opened One
Diamond and Collings overcalled
One Spade. North raised to Two
Diamonds and South bid Two No
Trumps, the final contract.
d
Crown and Collings enjoye
further good fohrtune in ~~: s:~;
match when t ey were
11

pair to reach Six Clubs on the
following hand:
East dealer
Love all

=

WELSH BRIDGE UNION
Open Bridge Congress,
Lland1·indod Wells.

·

NORTH
+KQ .
\/AK
OAQJ642
+A 7 5
•

+

A National Master Points Congress.

All .Master Points fully interchangeable .

EAST

WEST

\1
0

2nd to 5th November, 1961

• J 94 3
10 7 5
\/1986
10 54
0 K9
10 8 7 53
+KJ6
10 9 .
SOUTH
A8 62
\/Q743

Chief Tournament Director
Mr. Harold Franklin

Headquarters, Metropole Hotel
Full particulars and entry forms
from:
M.rs. Alice Cope,
199 City Rd., Cardiff

+

o-

+08432
North invariably opened Two
Clubs and South for the most
part responded Two Diamonds.
~ose was one exception: he
judged that there would be scarcely time to show the playing value
of the South hand after an initial
pass. He and Gardener bid as
follows:
NoRTH SouTH
(Gardener) (Rose)
2+
3+
.30
3\/
4+
S+
No Bid
Gardener's final pass was a
conservative effort, but welljudged in the event, since the club
slam is far from tempting. Some

of the cognoscenti took the vi.ew
that after Three Diamonds Rose
might have bid Three No Trumps,
void notwithstanding, lest any
other bid give too encouraging a
picture.
Pugh, playing CAB responses
with his partner, North, forgot
the system and responded 2NT
instead of showing the Ace of
spades, and this was the auction:
NoRTH SouTH
(North) (Pugh)
2+ "
2NT
30
3NT
4+
6+
6NT
No Bid
Which was rather a pity, since
with the King of clubs well

I

12

placed the club slam was on, but
6NT was not.

When Collings responded Two
Diamonds on the South hand,
his partner rebid 2NT. When
clubs were thereafter supported
Collings went . straight to the
slam. All was well, even though
his partner took what was probably the second best line of play.
NORTH

+ KQ
\?AK
OAQJ642
+ A75
SouTH

+ A862
\?Q74J

o-

+Q s4~2

Playing Six Clubs against a
spade lead, Crown began with
the Ace and another trump. This
seems an inferior line to leading a
low club at trick 2. If East
should win the second club and
re.turn a third club the declarer
~~Ill have to rely on a fortunate
Iamond position. If he retains
control by 1 ·
.
t· k
P aymg a low club at
2
nc , he can ruff either a heart
or spade, as he judges best in his
own hand t k
'
th
' a e one discard on
d e Ace of diamonds and the
ummy will be high. '

Even the last day, with its
13

moUI~ting tensions, was not without Jt~ moments of light relief
(occasiOnally unintentional). Lee
and. Booker's opponents were
makmg. quite sure that th ey
a~precJated the c~nventional sigmficance of the Vienna bidding
sequences, and the Vienna pair
were courteous and thorough as
ever in their explanations. When
Booker opened Three Clubs Lee
was quick to explain that Three
of a minor showed a solid suit and
an outside King or Ace. He was
quite right- his partner held seven
clubs headed by the AKQ and
the Ace of spades. When Lee
responded Three Hearts there
was a further inquiry and Booker
authoritatively announced that
that bid demanded that partner
should bid Three No Trumps if
he had a heart guard. Having no
heart guard Booker bid Five
Clubs- and the dummy went
down with a six-card heart suit
headed by all five honours.

Lee's predicament had in fact
been an awkward one. An immediate bid of Four Hearts
would have been an Asking Bid,
with clubs the agreed suit, and
Three Hearts did in fact ask for
a heart guard with a view to
Three No Trumps. The answer
was that his partner was not
expected to bid Five Clubs- over
Four Clubs Lee would have bid

there were others in thls elevated
company who judged the North
hand to be worth an opening bid,
first hand ~nd vulnerable. Rodrigue was not one of them and
after his pass East opened One
Heart. Konstam overcalled Two
Clubs and Rodrigue bid Three
No Trumps. East doubled and
Konstam removed to Four Clubs,
just made. It was a disappointment to find that the 10 of hearts
and the 9 of spades in North's
hand helped to make the no
trump game safe. Crown and
Collings stood their ground in
Three No Trumps and helped to
make the club part score a very
poor result.
From the pairs available a
better team could not have been
chosen than that which has
emerged from the trials. Furthermore, in a year in which neither
France nor Italy will field their
front line team no team is likely
to start with a stronger chance
than ours. Gardener, Rose and
Konstam have a wealth of experience of top class international
bridge and are all likely to be at
their best on the occasion. Truscott, Priday and Rodrigue are
younger but also experienced
and, on the form of the trials in
which they were the three most
impressive players, they help to
hold our hopes for a home suecess in good hands.

Four Hearts, and that would have
made his intentions clear.
The top and bottom pairs
figured in an even more surprising
bidding sequence:
North dealer
Game all

SoUTH WEST NoRTH EAST
Silver- Priday Hiron Truscott
stone
1NT
Dble.
2+
No
No
~\?
3+
3\?
No
No
No
No
Dble.
40
No
No
Dble.
No
No
No
And this was the hand:
NoRTH
Q9 x x
\? K 10 x
0 AKx
10 x x
WEST
EAST
Jxxx
A K xx
\;>Jxxx
\? A 9 x x x
0 XXX
0 Jx
+ xx
K Q
Sourn
10
\? Q
0 Qxxxx
A Jxxxx
Perhaps West's bid of Three
Hearts and East's final double
were both inspired by South's
off-beat rhythm. Ten tricks could,
of course, be made in either minor
suit. Regrettably, in my opinion,

4+

+
+

+

+

+

+

+
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BeloW we reproduce the July problems
;blem No. 1 (10 points)
Match-point pairs, game all, the
bidding has gone:SouTH
WEST
NoRTH EAsT
1+
No
No
1\?
2.
No
Obi.
?
South holds:• A1072 ~A86 OQ974 . AK.
What should South bid?

Problem No.5 (10 points)
Match-point pairs, game all , the
bidding has gone:Sourn
WEST
EAST
No
No
Dbl.
No

Problem No. 2 (10 points)
Rubber bridge, love all, the bidding
has gone:NORTH EAST
Sourn
WEST
No
20
1•
No
?
South holds:• AJ1098 ~Q86 03 . AK82.
What should South bid?

Problem No. 6 (10 points)
Rubber bridge, love all, the bidding
has gone:Sourn
WEST
NoRm EAST
1•
No
No
2~
2+
No
No
3~
3+
No
No
40
?
South holds:+ QJ764 \?- . 0 1105 + AK1042
What should South bid?

Problem No.3 (20 points)
I.M.P. scoring, game all, the bidding
has gone:Sourn
WEST
NORTH EAST
No
10
lNT
No
No
2\?
?
South holds:• 1863 ~KQ6 0 73 . K932.
(a) Do you agree with South's
response of One Spade? If not, what
alternative do you prefer?
(b) What should South bid now?
Problem No. 4 (10 points)
I.M.P. scoring, North-South vulnerable, the bidding has gone:SourH WEsT
NORTH EAST
No
No
lNT
(12-14)
Dbl.
No
No
1
South holds:• K6 ~AKQJ9 OAK2 + QB5.
What should South bid?

?

South holds:+ 9 ~Q73 0 J8752 + 10643.
What should South bid?

P roblem No. 7 (20 points)
I.M.P. scoring, game all, the bidding
has gone:Souni
WEsT
No
No
No
1+
2+

1•

I

?
South holds:+ AKJ64 ~4 O K2 + 109843
(a) Do you agree with South's
opening bid? If not, what alternative
do you prefer?
(b) Wh~t should South bid now?
P roblem No. 8 (10 points)
I.M.P. scoring, the bidding has gone :
SouTH
WEsT
NoRTH EAST
1~

No

2+

No
No

3+

7~
No
6~
No
No
No
South holds :+ B64 ~ 6 0 102 + 11097653
What should South lead?

15

No Night to Howl
by WILLIAM ALLEN SMITH, Jr.

I could easily pretend that tion averaged to turn up sounder
these four hands were messed up lines, and particularly if your
by characters as romantic as second guesses proved happier,
Greta Garbo or the Sheik. But you may be in the same boat as
the truth is they were lifted from · the Old Wolves. They were in a
a team-of-four match between a hurry too, and after one look at
group known as the "Four Old the pretty little girls, roared:
Wolves" and a team of college "Corne on, deal out the cards!
girls calling themselves the "Debu- Let's give 'em the businessand fast!"
tantes."*
Nothing is concealed here; the
cards hold no traps to make you
howl in your turn. But they will
give you a brief check upon how
well you size-up declarer's best
line. If, when playing the dummy,
you normally take 10 seconds before snatching out an Ace, take ·
your same 10 seconds now. Then
for a contrast, look back for perhaps another minute to see if
anything better turns up.

The Wolf-in-the-South lost a
fang on this very first deal. So
cover the West and East cards
with your thumbs and, as South,
try a short growl of your own.

All moralising over results will
be left to your conscience. If you
picked the same line of play twice
on each hand and then found
yourself right, your normal technique is probably adequate. But
if those extra minutes of reflec-

WEST

EAST

\? J 2
0 KJ98

\?
0

South dealer
Both sides vulnerable
NORTH

• 6 53
\?KQ
0 Q6
J 10 7 6 52

+

+ KJ74
+ AQ9

+ A 10 9 8 2
84
10 54 3
83

+

SOUTH

+Q

\?A 10 9 7 6 53
0 A 72

*These Debutantes must already have
learned their way home in the dark, for
they
. skinned the Old Wolves by 1,600
pomts.

+K4
The bidding:
16

souTH

I\/

3\1

No

WEsT NoRTH EAST
Dble. No
t+
No
No

4\7

No

West led the +4.
With the contracts the same in
both rooms, both Easts took the
spade lead, and hoping that . the
fall of South's spade Queen was a
bluff to conceal a doubleton, led
a second round of spades. (Observe that a heart or diamond
return by East at trick 2 sinks
the ship.)
Upon ruffing the second spa~e
the Old Wolf playing the South
cards decided that his contract
stood or fell with the club finesse.
But in order to give the "Little
Doll" on his left a chance to err ·
and open clubs up to him, he led
his diamond deuce towards dummy. West won with her diamond
King and exited with a trump. At
this point the Wolf-in-the-South
hardened his heart and fired back
the club finesse by leading dummy's club Jack. But it was "rio
dinner" and down on'e, when
West won her Queen and took
the club Ace too.
. When the ,cards were passed
~nto the other room the girl playtng South decided that for West
to ha ve th e gall to double vulnerable, the club Queen was ;robably
offi 'd
st e. So at trick 3 she meekly
PUshed out her .club King. West

saw what was coming and hurriedly led trumps. But dummy won
and led the club Jack. West
gathered in his Queen, but all of
dummy's clubs were now set up
for diamond discards, and the
heart Queen was still there as an
entry to them and to draw all
trumps. This educated the Wolves
to the tune of 720 points.
Next lesson, with South the
dealer at game all:NoRTH
K9 3
\70 10 8 6 4
+_AKQ852
.
EAST
WEST
+ J872
+4
\}AQ9832
\7 I( 10 7 6
0 KQ7·
0 J92
93
J 10 6
SouTH
+ A Q 10 6 5
\7 J 5 4
0 A53
+ 74
The bidding:SouTH
WEST NoRTH EAST
t+
No
2+
No
2+
No
4+
No
No
No
West led the \7 6·
You will be South again; the
declarer. So cover the East and
West cards with your thumb.s ..
When the Old Wolf sittmg
· dummy he was so
Sout11 saw
'
b'd s·
dis&usted that he had not 1 IX

+

+

J7

+

The European Championship
Torquay, September 24 to October 5

''CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSII
ON YOUR BREAKFAST TABLE
A daily bulletin giving the latest results and tables in the Open
and Ladies' Championships, together with all the news and reports
of outstanding hands, will be despatched in the early hours each
morning to reach you at the latest by first post the next day.
The bulletin, consisting of 16 pages, will be edited by Albert Dormer
and will include daily reports on the British matches by Terence Reese,
Harold Franklin, and others.
The 11 issues of "The Bulletin" can be despatched to you post
free for an inclusive sum of 20/-. Just complete the form below and
despatch it to the address given. Please make cheques payable to
"The Bulletin".

·····························································································
To H. Read Esq., 11 Maresfield Gardens, London, N.W.3:Please arrange for all 11 copies of "The Bulletin" to be sent to
me at the address below. I enclose £1 (cheques made out to "The
Bulletin").

PLEASE WRITE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

Nan1e ................................................. ; ........................... .
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that he played his cards wide
open as a plate of soup. And they
burned him.
After ruffing the ·opening heart
he disdained any safety measures
and set out to drawm trumps by
leading first the spade King, then
the spade 9. On the second
round of trumps West showed up
with four to the Jack. South
growled. On the chance that West
also held three or more clubs and
that he could discard his own
losing hearts, he started the club
suit, but he had only shed one
heart when West ruffed the third
round. So South lost a heart
trick and eventually two diamoods as well. Down again!
When the girls played this
hand at the same contract, South
ruffed the opening heart as before; but to guard against four
trumps in one hand she led dummy's spade 9 and let it ride.
West could win his Jack but that
' clubs
was all for his side when
broke to give South an unbid
slam.
The first board after refreshments rekindled some of the
gleam in the Old Wolves' eyes.
You will defend the East hand.
So cover South and West with
Your thumbs.
WSouth plays in Four Hearts and
est, your partner, leads the
spade Jack.
When a Little Lady sat East
19

North dealer
Neither side vulnerable
NORTH

+ KQ
\?982
0 A 102
+ AK962
WEST

EAST

• J 10 9 6 5
+ A83
<y> Q 10
'\:)J43
0 QJ 7 5
0 K94
10 3
QJ8 5
SoUTH
742
\? A K 7 6 5
0 863
74
(your seat) she won dummy's
spade King at trick 1, and returned a trump to cut dummy's
ruffing power. But South took
his heart King, drew a second
round of trumps, then cashed
dummy's spade King and club
Ace .a nd J(ing. A third round of
clubs was ruffed in the South
hand, and dummy re-entered by a
spade ruff so that a fourth club
could be ruffed. This established
dummy's fifth club for a diamond
discard, and the diamond Ace was
still there to give access to it.
South lost, in all, the spade Ace,
one trunrp and one diamond.
When the Old Wolf sitting
East also got a spade lead he
paused for some sour thinking.
The danger of dummy's five clubs
was apparent. So he passed up

+

+

+

+

the first spade. SQuth now drew
two rounds of trumps to guard
against early over-i·uffs of the
club suit, then got to work on
establishing dummy's long clubs.
She cashed the club Ace and King
as before, ruffed a club in South,
and led a spade toward dummy.
But the Wolf-in-the-East banged
down his spade Ace, drew dum- my's last trump with his heart
Jack, and helped himself to a
second spade trick. In the end
declarer had to go down two,
losing two spades, two diamonds
and a trump. She could establish
dummy's fifth club but could not
get across to cash it.
Note that so long as East holds
up his spade Ace at trick 1, the
contract can be defeated even if
declarer continues spades at
· trick 2. In that case East wins
his Ace and fires back a third
spade. Declarer can ruff this in
dummy, but it makes her use up
an entry that she will need later
to cash dummy's fifth club.
Hand 4 was a late deal. - In
their room the girls did not bid
the game, but the Wolves were
gnashing at anything by now
and would have gone to Six if
properly needled.
The bidding:-

1.

SouTH WEsT
No
4. (!) No

NoRTH EAsT .
No
No
No

20

20

South dealer
North-South vulnerable
NORTH

+3

r:::) A 7 53
0 10 9 6 53
+A~4

WEST
+ K9
r:::; Q J 10
0 Q8 7 2
Q7 3 2

+

EAST
• A 10 6 2
r:::; 9 8 6 2
0 J4
10 9 8

+

SOUTH

+ QJ8754

r:::) K4
OAK

+ }(6 5
West led the heart Queen.
You are South, the declarer.
So cover the East and West cards
with your thumbs.
South saw that he could horse
around and be fancy by 'reducing
his trumps, but ruffing dummy's
small hearts and diamonds would
court over-ruffs. So he went for
the trumps directly.
He won West's lead of the
heart Queen with dummy's Ace
and called loud and clear for the
singleton spade 3. East put on
the deuce, so he gambled with
his Queen. But West's - spade
King sat on it, and South was
promptly back in his own hand
with the heart King. At this
point the outstanding trumps were
Al096. If they were split 2-2,
any play would win. But if they

were 3-1 the situation called for
guile. In the hope of dropping
the Ace doubleton, the Old Wolf
pushed out a low spade.
Of course West's spade 9 won,
and eventually South had to lose
two more tricks to East's AlO,
which could not be couped at
this late date.
You will observe that the
"crafty" lead of a low spade from
the Old Wolf's 18754 was bad
judgment, with the A1096 still
out. If declarer can drop either
the 10 or 9, he will escape with

a maximum loss of only two
more trump tricks and score his
game. And there are two chances
to drop the 10 or 9, against only
one that the Ace is without
trousers.
But to thi~ declarer would not
agree. As he put it: "It's just
that so~e nights even the smartest
of us Wolves can't get anywhere
with little girls."*

*Actually, the best play to hold the
trump losers to three is to play low on
the first and second rounds.- T.R.
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London and the South
by ALAN HIRON

The Ladies' Trials
As
last month, the
e t reported
1
ven
ua
winners
were Mrs. J.
Ourran and Mrs. M. Hiron, just
~ead of Miss D. Shanahan and
Rrs. J. Juan. Together with Mrs.
· Markus and Mrs. F. Gordon
they will represent Great Britain
at. Torquay in September. The
tnal winn
d
.
h
ers an their runners-up
ave in fact played together as a
team 0 f 1"0Ur throughout the
season, winning the Ladies' Piate
at East bourne and giving. a very

strong men's tean1 of Rose,
Gardener, Nunes, Rockfelt, Preston and Swimer a nasty fright in an early round of Crockford's
Cup.
Unfortunately I was not allowed
to watch Mrs. Durran and partner
but eye-witnesses report that they
played with commendable steadiness and precision, especially during the second week-end.
The defence was not a1ways as
accurate as it might have been on
this hand:21

South dealer
East-West game
NoRTH

• QJ4
y> Q 7 4
0 Q6
+ A J 10 6 3

·EAST

WEST

. 98532
y> K6 5
0 54
+ KQ5

y>J983
OAJ98732
+ 98

SOUTH

• A K 10 7 6
y> A 10 2
0 K 10
+ 742
The bidding usually went:-

1.

SoUTH

2.

No

WEsT

No

No

NoRm

2+
4.

EAST

20
No

has a singleton and declarer subsequently discards his losers with
a surprised but pleased air.
Suppose you hold the following
hand ~ vulnerable against nonvulnerable opponents,
• K 10
y>2
OAKJ764
+ A943
and an opening bid of Four
Hearts is followed by two passes.
What action do you take? Two
ladies tried 4NT and their partner's contracts of Five Clubs
cost 500 and 800 respectively.
The third lady bid Five Diamonas, losing 500, but Mrs.
·Fletcher, after some thought,
passed and by scoring plus 100
earned herself a lot of imps.
The full deal:-

and on two occasions West South dealer
doubled and led 05. In practice East-West game
NoRTH
East took the trick with the Ace
. AJ873
and played another diamond.
Then it did not matter if declarer
\?6
OQ9853
played trumps before broaching
clubs; as East had no entry, the
65
EAST
contract could not be broken. WEST
• K 10
If East ducks the opening lead • Q 9 6 2
and declarer takes a round of \? 10 8 7 3
\?2
OAKJ764
trumps with dummy's Queen, 0 10
+
A943
then the play can follow several + KJ 8 2
lines in all of which the threat of
SOUTH
West's second diamond will be a
• 54
y>AKQJ954
very real thorn in South's s1de.
When I produce a ducking play
02
like this, invariably my partner
Q 107
22

+

+

Mrs. Durran, one of the South
players, made a good bid after
East had bid 4NT. She doubled,
a bid that could never cost, and
her partner rightly interpreted
this as showing solid hearts and a
probable trick in one of the minor
suits. Without this information
a double of Five Clubs would
have been rather a speculative
bid with the North hand.
The Charity Challenge Cup
This simultaneous pairs contest,
run in aid of the Imperial Cancer
Research Fund, attracted entries
from bridge clubs as far apart as
Bermuda, Louisiana and Natal.
The results appear elsewhere in
this issue.
As editor of the hands subm.itted by a panel of experts I had
tned to select deals which were
not par contest hands, but which
would produce a diversity of
results. In this latter aim I succeeded beyond my wildest dreams.
For example:see next column
When this hand was originally
played, Jack Marx as West had
I
. Stx
. Hearts
dbecome de carer
In
houbled. On a diamond lead he
ad decided that South's double
;~more likely to be based on
rather than a void and
th 18 decis'
· expensive.
Wheth ton proved
cid er North-South should dee to sacrifice over Six Hearts
o

23

West dealer
East-West game
NORTH

• K Q J 10 6
~0 K 10 8 53
K 105

+
WEST

·EAST

• 873
\? K Q 10 7 4 2 ~ AJ9 3
0 72
OAQJ964
• 87
+AQ9
·SoUTH
.A9542
~ 865

o-

+J6432
is very problematical, and I
waited to watch this board at the
typical heat that I attended. At
the first table North-South bid
freely up to Seven Spades and
lost 500. At the next table East
effectively silenced the other three
players with an overcall of Two
Diamonds over North's opening
One Spade. However, some more
rational results followed, one or
two declarers making Six Hearts
very efficiently and restoring my
composure.
The Dorin Cup
Another very popular annual
charity competition, in aid of the
Banstead Place Rehabilitation
Centre, was won by Mr. and Mrs.
R. W. Stevenson of Epsom with
Sindell and Dhondy in second

·

place. The sprinkling of wellknown London Masters who supported this event came, away
empty-handed, failing even to
repeat the success of last year
when Harrison-Gray delighted his
supporters by winning a perfumed bath-sponge in the ra:ffie.
Opponents are getting too cunning for my liking these dayslook at this hand where partner
and I were moderately c~ever but
the quiet, inoffensive lady in the
West seat outsmarted us.
North dealer
East-West game
NORTH

• Q 10 9 8 4 3
\? KJ
0 K43
+76 .
WEST

EAST

+7
\? Q 10 8 7 4 3
0 A Q J 10 7 S

+AS

·-

\?A96S2
0 82
+A 10 S 3

SOUTH

+

KJ 62
\?0 96
+KQJ9842
Bidding:-

SoUTH

WEST

NORTH

3+(a)
No
No .
S+(d)
No

I+
4+(b) No
S+(c) No
S\1
No
6\?(e) Dble.
No

· (a:) Why- I bid Three Clubs I
can't think, but having done so I
decided to wait until the opposition had finished.
(b), (c)-Gerber

Convention

askii~g -first for. ·Aces, then fo;
Kings.
(d) According to plan.
(e) With quiet confidence, and
as if the Five. Spade bid had been
expected. -

It didn't seem to be a lead
directing double, so I led +K.
Had I choserl a diamond declarer
would have had no chance, but
the club gave hin1 the opportunity
to take with the Ace, ruff a club,
play +A, ruff a spade and put
North on lead with Ace and
another heart. When the (forced)
spade return comes, a diamond is
discarded frbm hand and the
spade is trurnped on the table. ,
After cashing 0 A a ruffing finesse
is taken against North's OK.
Luckily declarer decided to play
the South hand for OK and so
we lived to fight another day.

Gold Cup Final
EAST

A fast and exciting, if not
always well played, final ended in
a wih for Mrs. Markus by 6
points over the holders, L. Tarlo.
I have a number of hands, closelY
guarded, in readiness for next
month.

2\?
4NT
SO
No

No
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More

~~Little

Old .Ladies"

· by FREDERIC LEWIS

We all know the iniquities of
little old ladies at bridge, and
there are some good stories about
how tllis expert or that was outwitted at some fashionable congress. But in this story I feel that
the boot was on the other foot
and that my little old lady got
rather a raw deal.
The players:NoRTH: anybody.
EAsT: the resident professional.
Sourn: my little old lady.
WEST: a palooka, but not all that
much.

Opening lead: Queen of diamonds.
South won the first trick on
table, drew trumps and led the 5
of hearts from hand. When West
played the 6, South put on the
King and lost to East's Ace.
Now if East had returned a
small heart at this point there
would be no story~ But he made
the mistake (or took the wrong
view, according to whether you
are feeling charitable or not) and
returned a diamond. L.O.L. won
and ruffed a diamond. This last
play was a minor miracle for her
as although she had received much
gratuitous instruction on elimination play, she is still not a mistress
of the technique.
However, on we go. Back to
hand with a trump, and . a low
club was led. West hopped up
with the Ace, but it was now his
turn to take the wrong view (or
make a mistake, according to
whether you are feeling ~haritable
or not). Instead of cashing the
Jack of hearts, West returned a
·
club, won by South.
At this point South played a
heart and then threw the hand in
for one down. Of course, you see
what would have happened if

South dealer
Game all
NoRTH

+ KJ762
<y>K742
0 K7
+ Q3
WEST
• 98
\1 J 6
0 Q J 10 8
• A J 10 7 6

EAST

+ 3
\?AQ93

0

+

9 53 2
9 8 52

SOUTH

+ A Q 10 54
<y> 10 8 5
0 A 64
+ K4
Contract:
South.

Four

Spades

by
25

;'

South plays on. The hearts are
blocked! West (who. is on play
with the Jack) must concede a
ruff and discard, or East takes ·
over and sets up South's 10.
Either way South makes game.
The question is: What should
one do if one is defending, and
this position arises and one knows
it? Let's be quite clear about it.
East and West did nothing wrong.
They were entitled to accept one

down. The cards could still have
been played in such a way that
declarer would fail. But is that the
whole story? I suggest that it
would be good manners to restore
the cards quietly to the declarer
and ask her to play on.
I looked at West. He was reading the evening paper. Anyway,
West was a palooka. I looked at
East. East was dealing. I turned
sadly away.

Charity Challenge Cup
The leading scores and percentages in ,this nationwide event
were as follows:82.50 J. Taylor and A. Sampson
Basildon Bridge Club.
79.29 Messrs. Brock and Lees
Whalley Range Bridge
Club, Manchester.
77.68 ~. A. Smith and D. T. Turcan. Standard Telephones
& Cables Ltd. (North
Woolwich).
73.18 D. McConigle and F. McBride. Omagh Bridge Club,
C. Tyrone.
Seventy-nine clubs competed
and there were about 600 tables.
Hands for the simultaneous contest were contributed by various
experts. These are a view, fron1
the brochure edited by Alan

Hiron, that present
points in play:
HAND

5

clear-cut

ALBERT DoRMER

South dealer
North-South game
NORTH

+AK2
\? K J 10 9 7 5

0 AJ2

+J
WEST

EAST

• Q9 8

• 10 7 6 3
\?4

\? Q 8 2
0 Q 10 6 4

+ J( 8 3

05

+ A Q 10 9 7 54

SOUTH

+

J 54
\?A 6 3
01(9873
+62
26

Master Pairs, 19~9
North should be pushed to
Five Hearts. If East leads clubs
the outcome wiii depend on
declarer's handling of the trump
suit, but if East elects to lead his
singleton diamond declarer has
an opportunity for good play.
He can make 11 tricks against
any trump break but 4-0 . .He
must play to set up the diamond
suit for a spade discard.
North wins the diamond lead ·
and plays King of hearts. Then
he leads the Jack of clubs to cut
communications and prevent the
defenders from obtaining two
diamond ruffs. That done, he
plays on 4iamonds and there is
no distribution or defence to prevent him from establishing and
enjoying an extra diamond trick.
Any other line, of play may be
defeated by an unlucky lie of the
cards.

n1onds. South then took a rosy
view of this hand and bid Three
No Trumps, which closed the
auction.
West led the Ace of clybs in
case partner or dummy had a
HAND 10

ALBERT BENJAMIN

West dealer
Love all
NORTH

• 16
y> 10
OAQ876432
+Q6
WEST

EAST

+A 7 3

• Q9 8 2
y>J765432

y> A9
0 'K 10 9
+A J 10 9 4

0-

+ 53

SouTH

+ K 10 54
y> K Q 8
0 J5
K872

+

bare honour. The second club
was taken by the Queen and a low
diamond was led to the Knave
and King.
As the declarer must have all
the missing Kings, at least, West
had only one real hope: he returned a diamond. If South
cashes all the diamonds he commits hari-kari. He is down to
three cards and cannot keep the
King of clubs and guards in both
the majors.

Western District League, Scotlandi,
1961
If West can open with a strong
no-trump, then either North will
play. in Three Diamonds, just
makmg, or East will play in
!hree Hearts, going one off, or
JUst making, depending upon the
defence.
When the hand was played,
West opened with one club and
North came in with Three Dia27

hearts, declarer enters dummy
with the King of diamonds, reWest dealer
turns
to his hand with the Ace of
Game all
NoRTH
spades, plays another diamond to
the Ace · and ruffs the next dia+ 6
'\}K52
mond with the Jack of spades0 Q J 10 5
South's best play is to discard a
club. The fact that he has not
+ KJ953
over-ruffed does not mean that
EAST
WEST
he
has not got the Queen of
+
A
K
J
10
3
2
• 984
spades,
however, and East should
'\}A93
\:}764
now play the 10 of spades, thus
0 63
OAK942
,
creating a certain entry to dummy
•
10
8
+ A6
for another ruff in diamonds, and
SouTH
so setting up a discard for his
• Q7 5
losing club.
'\} Q J 10 8
0 87
JACK MARX
HAND 22
• Q 742
HAND

14

RIXI MARKUS

E. B. Kantar, of Los Angeles,
composed the abov·e hand. It is a
type of hand that occurs frequently in practice and is often
mis-played.

West dealer
Game all

NoRTH
• 942

'\}K3 /
0 AQ7 3

The final contract should be
Four Spades by East and the
most likely lead will be the Queen
of hearts. One must always be
prepared for unhelpful distributions and the safest way of
making the contract is to establish
a winning diamond for a club
discard, rather than relying on a
spade break. If South holds
Queen and two other spades the
hand must be played carefully to
ensure ten tricks.

• . 10 6 4 2
WEST

EAST

+8

• J 10 53
\:}QJ94

'\} A 10 8 6
0 985
+ K. QJ73

0 64
+ A98

SOUTH

+ AKQ76
'\}752

.5
0

K J 10 2 .

World Bridge Olympiad, Turin,
1960: France v. U.S.A.

Therefore the expert way would
be as follows: after the Ace of

When the French were North28

,, To play like a master, one
must learn to think lik.e a master,,

Play Br.i dge
with Reese*
Terence -Reese's new book
teaches you to think like
a master
11s. Net
": .. the most effective device
yet achieved to teach card-playing . . . "

N.Y. TIMES

'

also: BRIDGE PLAYERS DICTIONARY, Terence Reese 2Js.

===MAYFLOWER BOOKS · LONDON
South, the declarer was greatly nothing constructive for his side
assisted in finding the winning with his opponents in possession
line of play by the all-too-reveal- of a higher ranking suit and can
ing bidding of his opponents.
only -serve to strengthen the clue
The full auction had been:
_ as to distribution that they have
SOUTH
WEST NORTH EAST
already been given by his secondNo
No
No
round double.
1
Dble. Redble. 2\?
Against South's four spades,
No
No
2+
No
West led King and another club.
3
3\/
40
No
South ruffed and led a heart to
4
No
No
No
dummy's King. East won the
A commentator in a French second round of hearts and
~agazine was perhaps excessive forced with a third club. South
tn h'
. dummy
b'd
IS condemnation of West's
ruffed his third heart m
1
of Three Hearts as "une and, suspecting a 4-1 trump bre~k,
atroct't'e monumentale" but it is made the key Pay
1 o f d rawmg
certatn
· 1Ymaladroit from' the tacti- only one round of trumps be.r ore
cat viewpoint. It can achieve playing on diamonds.

+
0

+
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You Say...
Readers are invited to send letters on all subjects
to the Editor, B.B.W., 35 Dover Street, London, W.l
I have just read Mr. A. L.
Oliver's article in the July issue
and wish to correct his erroneous
conclusion that the probability
of a 3-3 break is unchanged after
two opponents have followed to
the Ace and King.
The first thing to note is that
the probability in question depends on the number of cards
remaining to each player after
the Ace and King have been
played. The fewer cards remaining, the greater the probability
of an even break after both
opponents have followed.

A. H.

MARTIN,

Harpenden, Herts.
Mr. Martin i'esorts to algebra
to proye his contention. It is a
little bewildering for the layman
when the mathematical prophets
appear to disagree. In a practical
sense the problem is sfmply stated:
xxxx

AKx
At the beginning of play the
expectation of developing an extra
trick is 36 per cent. If both follow
to AK, does that expectation
change? Mr. Oliver seemed to
30

suggest not. In the next letter
Mr. Telfer returns to the attack.

*

*

*

When declarer with AKx finds
dummy with xxxx, he has roughly
a 36 per cent chance of establ!_shing a third trick in the suit.
As the cards are played out the
probabilities vary, dropping to
zero if one opponent shows out
and reaching 100 if both follow
to three rounds. Laver thought
that after two complete rounds
the probability of an even division
was over 50 per cent. I pointed
out that it was 43.
The figures have no direct
bearing on the problem, but may
sometimes be useful. That they
are not meaningless, as Oliver
suggests, may be gathered from
Borel and Cheron's Note on the
Variation of Probabilities in the
Course of . Play (page 318 of
Theorie M athematique du Bridge),
where they are calculated more
accurately as 42.31 per cent.
It is clear what oliver means
and I am sure that neither of us
wants to quibble over definitions.

1 was a little surprised that my
innocent statement was misunderstood, as Truscott may be to read
that he assumes that probabilities
do not vary with the play of the
cards.
RoY TELFER,
Plymouth.
The implication thqt the disagreement is only a verbal one
doesn't help to clarify the situation.
And if this figure of 43 per cent
is right, what of Mr. Martin's
contention above?

*

*

*

Regar~ing the article "Distri-

butional Probabilities" in the
July B.B. W., I am sure it is wrong
to say that Telfer's figure of 43
per cent probabilitity of a 3-3
break after two rounds have been
followed is "arithmetically sound
but otherwise meaningless."
When we test a suit, e.g.
AKQx opposite xxx for an extra trick, the probability of a 3-3
break on that deal increases succ . I
essive Y as each round breaks,
to IOO per cent on the third
r~und. If such a test can be made
Without prejudice to other plans
~hould it fail (what Coffin calls
'vertical
.
arrangement") these mcrea ·
'
smg percentages are real and
meaningful.

D. J.

I feel that that must be right.

*

*

Re: July B.B. W., page 10.
·WEST

+2

\? Q 4
0 K 104
+KQJ9654

EAST

+AKQJ6
\?AKJ9

·0

A 873

Harold Franklin wrote:
·"North and Pugh had the
bottom score on the hand, an
ignominious two down in Six
Clubs, after this auction:
EAST

2+
so
3\?

No
"Perhaps the Five Club bid,
without a first round control, was
but
East's
over-enthusiastic,
'courageous' pass seems a somewhat exaggerated effort."
Surely these comments are
singularly wooden-headed, suggesting that your reporter had
not followed the bidding at all?
As I see it, West's actions are
consistent with a hand of this
nature:

+x

DAY,

*

\?xx 0 Kxx •AQJI 09xx.

Where our bidding went amiss,
surely, as John Pugh was the

Norbury Crescent,
London, S. W.l6.
31

season. The total comes to the
staggering figure of 3,954 .miles
in spite of quite a moderate
season in terms of playing success.
Nearly 4,000 miles between
September and June in approximately ten months. Surely this
figure does not leave much room
for business activities and none
for family pleasures.
J. HOCHWALD,
Batley, Yorks.

first to say, is that over diamonds
he should have bid a natural5NT.

F.

NORTH,

Westbourne Villas, Hove.

Yes, the same point struck me
when I read Frank/iii's report.
Had it not been inconvenient in
terms of spacing I would have
added one of my benevolent footnotes.

*

*

*

I don't suppose these distances
would impress a Colonial or
American, but they testify to your
own enthusiasm. Doesn't leave
much time for golf, though.

As a player who takes part in
all national and county competitions I thought it would be interesting to find out what nuleage
one does in the course of one

an

One Hundred Up
, Conducted by ALAN TRUSCOTT

August Competition
A panel of experts will answer the questions and the marking of th~
competition will be determined by, though not necessarily in strict
proportion to, the votes of the panel.
The following prizes are offered for the best sets of answers:-

FIRST PRIZE
Two Guineas.

SECOND AND TIDRD PRIZES
One Guinea.

Please read these rules carefully. No competitor may send in more
than one entry. Only annual subscribers to the B.B.W. are eligible
for prizes.
Answers should be s~nt to One Hundred Up, British Bridge World,
35 Dover Street, London, \V.l, to arrive not later than first post 00
1
September 1. Some latitude will be given to overseas competitors.
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Problem No . .1 (10 points)
J.M.P. scoring, game ~II, the bidding
basgone:SoUTH

WEST

NORTH

EAST

10

No
No

2\)
tNT
No
?
South holds:• 1863 I\)KQ6 073 . K932.
What should South bid?

Problem No. 3 (10 points)
l.M.P. scoring, love all, the bidding
has gone:WEST

1~

20

NORTH

Dbl.
No

EAST
No

2~

EAsT

No

1+

3•

No

~9

0 K94 . AQ954.
T (a) Do You agree with the overcall of
Clubs? If not, what alternative do
u Prefer?

y:°

(b) Whai should

Rubber bridge, North-South vulnerable, the bidding has gone:SOUTH

WEST

NORTH

EAST

1.
Dbl.
No
10
?
South holds :+ 10 \)AK9 OKQ8 +AQ10842~
(a) What should South bid now?
(b) What should South bid if North
had bid One Spade over the double and
1
East had passed?

WEsT

NoRTH

EAST

?
South holds:+ AK1085 ~KQJJ092 0 9 + J.
What should South bid?

Problem No. 8 (10 points)
Match-point pairs, love all,
bidding has gone:SouTH

South holds:-

• AJSJ

EAST
No

20

I.M.P. scoring, love all the bidding
has gone:,
.
NORTH

NORTH

1NT

Problem No. 6 (20 points)

Sourn

Problem No. 4 (20 points)

WEsT

WEST

Problem No. 7 (10 points)
Rubber bridge, East-West vulnerable,
the bidding bas gone:-

No

South holds:• 875 ~A943 0102 . KQ86.
What should South bid?

SourH

SOUTH

(15-17)

Rubber bridge, East-West vulnerable,
the bidding has gone:SourH WEST
NoRTH
EAST
1+
No
?
South holds:• 10 1\1- 0K1098653 . K9854.
What should South bid?

SOUTH

Match-point pairs, North-South vulnerable, the bidding has gone:-

No
20
No
No
Db!.
Redble. No
2+
?
South holds : + 73 \)KJlO OQ864 + 1754.
What should South bid?

Problem No. 2 (10 points)

No
1NT

Problem No. 5 (10 points)

Sou~h bid?
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WEST

3NT
No
No
5+
No
No
South holds:+ 853 \)KJ1096
What should South

NORTH
No
No

No

0 762
lead?

+ 98.
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Cltrbs
BERKSHIRE
READING BRIDGE CLUB. 35 Jesse Terrace,
Reading. Tel. Reading 52136. Hon. Sec.
C. T. Holloway. Stakes 3d. Partnership,
first Saturday Evening each month, 1st and 3rd
Tuesday afternoon each month, and every
Thursday evening. Duplicate every Monday
evening.
BUCKS
LYNCROFT BRIDGE CLUB-Packhorse Road,
Gerrards Cross, Gerrards Cross 4020. Hon.
Sec., Mrs. E. Stancer. Stakes 2d. Duplicate
every Monday eve., 1st and 3rd Thurs. afts.,
occasional Sat. eve. Cut-in rubber Mon., Tues.,
Thurs. aft. and Sat. eve. Partnership Tues. and
Fri. aft. and Thurs. eve. Tuition. Student
practice aft.
DEVON
PLYMOU'IH BIUDGE CLuo-Moor View House,
Moor View Terrace, Plymouth. Plymouth 67733.
Hon. Sec., Col. R. L. Telfer. Stakes 2d. and 6d.
Partnership Monday afternoon (except lst) 2d.;
Sat. evening 6d. Duplicate Thursday evening,
.lst Monday afternoon.
HANTS
BOURNEMOU'IH, GROVE ROAD BRIDGE CLUB-East Cliff Cottage, 57 Grove Road. Bourne·
mouth 24311. Hon. Sec., Mrs. Moss. Stakes
3d. Partnership, Thurs. and Sat. aft., Sun.
evening. Duplicate, 1st Wed., 3rd Fri.
SOUTIIAMPTON, StrrHERLAND BRIDGE CLuo,
2 Rockstone Place. Tel.: 25291 or 73656. Hon.
Sec., Mrs. Cahalan. Stakes 2d. Partnership:
Tues. eve. and Wed. aft. Cut-in: Mon. and Fri.
aft., Thurs. and Sat. eve. Duplicate: 3rd Mon.
eve. (Sept. to May).
·
WESSEX CLUB-Lindsay Manor, Lindsay
Road, Bournemouth.
Westbourne 640341.
Hon. Sec., The Secretary. Stakes 6d. and 2d.
Partnership, 6d. Mon. aft. and Wed. eve. 2d.,
Tues. aft. 3d., 1st and 3rd Sat. eve. Duplicate
2nd and 4th Fri. eve. in each month.
'
HERTS
HoDDESDON BRIDGE CLuo-High Street
Hoddesdon.
Hoddesdon 3813. Hon. Sec.:
W. Lamport. Stakes 3d. Partnership, alternate
Wed. afternoons. Duplicate, Tues. evening.
ISLE OF WIGHT
SHANJCLIN, CRAIG MORE BRIDGE CLUB-Howard
Road, Shanklin, I.W. Shanklin 2940. Hon.
Sec., J. S. Danby. Stakes 2d. Partnership
Mon. Duplicate Fri. (Oct. to May).
'
KENT
WESr KENT CLUo-12 Boyne Park, Tunbridge
Wells, Kent. Tunbridge Wells 21513. Hon.
S~., R. H. Corbett. Stakes 3d. and 6d, PartnersDhip,. Mon. and Wed. 6d., Wed. and Fri. 3d.
uplicate, 1st and 3rd Sat. (2.15).
SJDCUP-Sidcup Bridge Club, Sidcup Golf
Club, l!urst Road, Sidcup. Hon. Sec., Mrs.
W. Davts, 24 Carlton Road, Sidcup. Telephone:
FOO 1868. Stakes 3d. Partnerships Mon
Wed., Fri. Duplicate Mon., Wed.
.,

LANCS.
LIVERPOOL-Liverpool Bridge Club 22 Upper
Duke Street, Liverpool. Tel.: R~yal 8180.
Hon. Sec., Mrs. H . T. Halewood. Partnerships
Tue., Fri. afternoon. Duplicate Mon Tues
and Fri. evenings.
.,
.,
LONDON
GRAND SLAM BRIDGE CLUB, 21 Craven Hill
W.2. Tel. : Pad 6842. Stakes 1/- and 21-'
Partnership Evenings Mondays & Thursdays'
Visitors welcome. Bounty Pairs (£25) Weekly
Tuesdays. Bounty Individual (£20) 2nd Sunday
afternoons. TUITION.
LIDERERS CLUB, 115 Mount Street, W.l. Tel.:
May 7859. Stakes 1/·, 2/6 and 5/-. Duplicate
Tues.
MAYFAIR BRIDGE Srooio-110 Mount Street,
W.l. (2nd floor). GRO 2844. Hon. Sec., Mrs.
H. Panting. Stakes 1/· and 6d. Partnership Sun.,
Wed. evenings 6d., Mon. afternoon 6d. Fri.
evening 1/-. Duplicate pairs 1st Thurs. evening,
2nd Sun. afternoon, teams 2nd and 4th Sat.
evenings •
PETER PAN CLUB-Peter Pan House, 65 Bayswater Road, W.2. Tel.: Padd 1938. Hon. Sec.,
Mrs. F. Lewis. Stakes 6d., 1/· and 2/6.
STUDIO BRIDGB CLUB, 18a Queens Way,
Bayswater, W.2. Tel.: Bay 5749. Hon. Sec.,
Mrs. H. Pearce. Stakes 2/·, 1/· and 6d. Partnership Mon. and Fri. evenings.
MIDDLESEX
HIGHGATE BRIDGE CLuo-80 Highgate West
Hill, N.6. MOU 3423. Hon. Sec., Mrs. Osborn.
Stakes 2d. Partnership Wed. afternoon, Friday
aft. and evening, Sat. evening.
SURREY
HEArn BRIDGE CLUD.-The Heath, Wey- .
bridge. Weyhridge 3620. Hon. sec. C. G. Ainger.
Always open. Visitors welcome. Stakes 3d. Sat.
eve. 3d. and 1/·. Partnership Tues. aft. and ~~e.,
Fri. aft. Duplicate Mon. and Thurs. eve. Tuttion
by Alan Truscott available.

SUSSEX
BOGNOR CLUD- 2 Sudley Road, Bognar
Regis. Bognar Regis 200. Hon. Sec., G. A.
Harries. Bridge every afternoon except Sun.
Partnership Wed. Duplicate 1st Tues. In tbe
month. Bridge Fri. eve.
HORSHAM BRIDGE CLUB-22A East StrceJ•
Horsham, Sussex. Horsham 4921 B~r 0 0
Hon. Sec., Mrs. M. E. Binney1 7A IS
•
Horsham. Stakes 3d. Partnership, STun., Th~·
eve., Wed. Fri. aft. Duplicate ues.
·
b
Third
Cut-in Mon., Thurs., Sat. aft.
HovE- The Avenue Bridge Clu • 15 Ca L
Avenue, Hove. Hove 35020. Hon.p~ersJP
J. Gelston. Stakes 3d. and 6d.
·
Mon. and Thurs. aft. 3d., Wed. and Sun. evemn
6d. Duplicate Tues.

/PJc·

s
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Cum-

·112 Howard Square, Eastboume. Eastboume
II Sec. Miss J. Fidler. Stakes 2d. and 3d.
~ershlp, Tues. and Fri. aft., Wed. and Sat,

=

~g. Duplicate Sunday.

HEA~R<?tOFI' BRIDOE Cum--2 Pebble Mill
Road, BII'Jllmgh~m 5. SELiy Oak 0448. Stakes
3d. to 1/-..Cut-m or Partnership every an. and
eve: Duplicate Sun. eve., Mon. an., and as
des1red by Members. Visitors welcome.

YORKS
LEEDs BRIDOE CLUB Lm.--Moortown Comer
House, Leeds 17. Le~ds 681571. Hon. Sec.,
~· A. Mann. Duphcate, Tues. and Thurs.
Vis1tors ~elcome. Open each day until midnight
except FJ':Iday),

WARWI~=-101
days

1

Harborne Road, BirIS. Edgbaston 18J~· Open several
week. Available to VISitors by arrange-

IIICIIt.

Would you like particulars of your club (address, telephone,
hon. sec., stakes, partnership days, duplicate days) to be
listed in this Directory every month? If so, please write to
our Advertisement Manager (see address on page 3) for very
reasonable terms.

RESULT OF JULY COMPETITION
Two months ago I said that Mr. I. Howie's double win in April and May was
unprecedented. This apparently roused Mr. J. Edgar Gordon, who proceeded to
collect first prize in June and July. What are the odds against a hat trick?

Very few solvers could bring themselves to give preference on a void on Problem 6.
This is quite logical when you consider that North must have a tremendous heart
suit to bid it twice and then bypass 3NT.
1

Max. 100

Winner
J. E. GORDON, Beechbank, Bromborough, Wirral, Cheshire

94

Second
D. A. PERCIVAL, 43 Westminster Mansions, Great Smith Street, London,
S.W.l

I
C. VICKERMAN, Field House, Netherton, Huddersfield

93

92

0 Other leading scores: L. G. Wooo and Mrs. N.H. CoATES, 90; 0. OsTENSEN, 87;
A. :UAS, 85; I. HowiE and H. S. RomNSON, 84; E. C. CAPEY, G. 0 : SHARPE and
' £SCOn-DAY, 83.
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The Proper ·Atmosphere
for Bridge
by VENT AXIA
No one would use cards so defaced that it was impossible to
see the difference between +I( and +Q, but many play in
an atmosphere where it become~ quite impossible to remember
which cards have been played.
Stale smoke-laden air is ruinous to concentration and blunts
the abilities of even the best players. Of course fusty air is
all too apparent to some people, but it builds up gradually
and can remain unnoticed by others, who simply accept their
tiredness without discovering its cause. Thus it may be left
to newcomers to comment on "Bridge Room atmosphere",
and wish to open windows in spite of dust and noise from
outside.
Why put up with poor ventilation when you can so easily
fit Vent-Axia-it is quiet, effective and economical in operation
and creates a better atmosphere wherever it is installed. You
may have seen Vent-Axia units in a wide variety of public
buildings, or even have one in your kitchen at home. It is,
however, particularly suited to the Bridge Room where
proper ventilation is an essential condition for successful play.
Consult your
electrical supplier or

VENT-AXIA LTD.,
60, Rochester Row, London, S.W.l.

Also at Glasgow, Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Bristol.
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One Hundred Up
by ALAN TRUSCOTT
JulY solutions : If you did not enter for the July competition, try your hand
at the problems on page 15 before reading how the experts voted.

The panel for the July problems consisted of the following nine experts:
G. C. H. Fox, Mrs. R. Markus, F.
North, J. T. Reese, C. Rodrigue, J.
Sharples and N. S. L. Smart, all of
London and the Home Counties; C. E.
Phillips, of Cheshire; and P. SwinncrtonDyer of Cambridge.

points. But with seven of these points in
clubs developing nothing, one must
think where the tricks for game are
coming from. Partner is clearly limited
by his inability to overcall One Club or
respond more than One Heart to the
double. If he has got something he can
always make a try over Two Hearts.
No trumps are not worth considering
Problem No. 1 (10 points)
since the club stops are going to be
Match-point pairs, game all, the
knocked "out before we can get at nine
bidding has gone:tricks."
SOUTH
SWINNERTON-DYER: "Two Hearts.
WEST
EAST
NORTH
South has more points than he has so
No
No
Db I.
far shown, but his hand has a lot of
No
1~
2+
losers and the seven points in clubs are
South holds:not going to develop anything in partner's hand. Two Hearts is the value
+Al072 \/A86 OQ974 +AK.
call. Of course we may be missing a
What should South bid?
better fit in spades, and a case can be
Auswer: Two Hearts 10· Double 9·
2NT, 7.
'
'
' ' made for Two Spades, intending to bid
The panel's vote: 4 for 2NT; 3 for · Three Hearts next time. The qne outrageous action is 2NT: they will
Two Hearts (Rodrigue Smart and
swmncrton-Dyer);
.
'
certainly set up clubs and run them
2 for Double (North
and Phillips).
.
before you can get at any tricks."
The possibility of a spade fit is
The main division was between those
~ho Were content with a part-score, and weakened by the fact that with four
cards in each major North would
t ose who were looking for game.
t RoDRIGUE: "Two Hearts. It is un- probably bid One Spade with a view
or!~nate that this bid sounds com- to competing later with Two Hearts.
J>ehttve and ·ts therefore unltkely
.
But the weight of the arguments against
to
~nco~ragc Partner, but with likely club trying for game seems so strong to me
that I have demoted the answer which
....UPltcation the hand is not worth
•uOre."
attracted more votes:
SMART· "T
REESE: "Two No Trumps. You are
cou t · . wo Hearts. For ·pointnot
so many miles away from nine
Und~rb~ddtcts, of course, this is a gross
d on seventeen and a half. tricks, and when clubs arc supported

I+
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there is a presumption that partner has
only two or three, lessening the advantage of playing in hearts."
Even one mile away from nine tricks
would discourage me from playing 3NT.
MRs. MARKUS: "Two No Trumps.
The main thing is to show a balanced
hand with two stops in the opponent's
suit. 2NT in this position tells partner
that I have nearly a 2NT opening bid."
This last statement suggests a small
problem in junior arithmetic: "If
'nearly' equals four points, how far is
it to game?'' (Express your answer in
Reese miles.)
Fox: "Two No Trumps. I do not
think this need show 20 points, since
the values for protective bids are
reduced. If partner holds about 8 or 9
points he will be unlikely to · continue
over Two Hearts."
This answer simply underlines the
unwisdom of giving the protective
double an excessive range. If the
double promises a full opening bid,*
partner can jump with around 9 points
and the doubler does not start -looking
for mythical games when partner in fact
has nothing.
One panelist admitted the decision
was close:

SHARPLES : " Two No Trumps. Th
Two Clubs intervention has robbed m:
of my made to measure INT rebid. At
one step higher partner should allo
for this fix. The alternative Two Hear:
bid sounds competitive but has meritsa plus score seems assured."
The third possible action attracts me
_m uch more than 2NT, especially at pairs
scoring:
NORTH: "Double. Whether six tricks
will materiaJise in defence is a matter for
conjecture, but if there' is no chance
of defeating Two Clubs partner is still
there and will doubtless remove with a
bit of shape and no tricks. In any case
I do not believe there is any other
reasonable action. A pass is much too
wishy-washy and by bidding a suit you
give up the chance of that magical 200,
apart from the fact that 8 tricks may be
too high a target."
Phi1lips also pointed out the chance
of scoring a top with 200, and the fact
that partner can sti11 exercise discretion
by removing the double.
Disgruntled panelists and solvers
who favoured 2NT can note the simple
statistical fact that four panelists
wanted to try for game and five did not.
Useful things, statistics.
Problem No. 2 (10 points)
Rubber bridge, love all, the bidding
has gone:NoRm EAST
SOUTH
WEST
No
20
No

1•

*

Now you arc answering the problem
in terms of your own arid preconceptions.
Suppose that One Spade is followed by
two passes and you hold :

?

South holds:•AJ 1098 ~Q86 03 +AK82.
What should South bid? ·
Answer: Two Spades, 10; 2NT, 7;
Two Hearts, 6; Three Clubs, 4.
The panel's vote: 5 for Two Spades;
2 for 2NT (Phillips and Swinnerton·
Dyer); 1 for Two Hearts (Sharples);
1 for Three Clubs (Mrs. Markus).

•6 ~KlOxxx OQJxx +AlOx.
It is a sad thing if you have to pass or
~l~nder into Two Hearts. For one thing,
1t 1s on just such occasions that partner
may be hoping for a double, which he
can pass for penalties.-T .R.
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The Two Spade bidders were content
·· to have something in reserve:
REfSE: "Two Spades. With a little
in band, of course, but there are not
sufficient grounds at this stage for overbidding, or inventing a bid, in search
of a non-vulnerable game."
North and Fox made the fairly
obvious point that more aggression
would be called for if the response was
in the trebleton suit rather than the
singleton.
As Two Spades is "normal", I feared
a dull unanimity from the panel, but
there were four non-conformists.
PHILLIPS: "Two No Trumps.
I
make it close between a forward 2NT
and a conservative Two Spades. Three
Oubs is a definite overbid while Two
He~rts (the bid I made in practice at
the table) is silly-clever."
It is true that Three Clubs is an
overbid on normal Acol, but it is more
plausible on Cab, which expects stronger
two-level responses:
MRS. MARKus: "Three Clubs. The
only way to describe the hand, showing
very probably five spades and four
clubs. I shall pass Three Diamonds or
Three Spades, but try 3NT over Three

Trumps. The solidity of the spade suit
balances the slight shortage of points
here. Besides, what else can one do ?
A rebid of Two Spades is only possibl~
when in America, where partner can be
relied on to find another bid. The
scientific bid of Two Hearts would be
best, except that it is liable to be raised.
(No doubt there is machinery to enable
partner to suggest Four Hearts without
passing the 3NT level, but I fear some
of the more Victorian panelists may
not have heard of it.) .
Which of the distinguished panel he
regards as Victorian is a question
perhaps better left unasked.
Problem No. 3 (20 points)

I.M.P. scoring, game all, the bidding
has gone:SouTH

To bid a 3-card suit here may seem
too clever, but it does strike a balance
between 0 Pt'ImJsJm
· · and pessimism:
.
"Two Hearts.

This bid

~rarely passed. Over Three Hearts I
~all bid 3NT, and if I am raised to

our Hearts it is probably the best
contract."
u If North has four good hearts Four
n~rts
'
With th can be a wonderful contract
Anoth e ruffs coming in the short hand.
u
er Panelist rejected the Two
nearts b'd
new f: 1 because it might be too
• angled for partner:

SWINNERTON - DYER:

"Two

NORTH

EAST

10

No
No

No
lNT
2\7
?
South holds:+ J863 \7KQ6 0 73 + K932.
(a) Do you agree with South's
response of One Spade? U not, what
alternative do you prefer?
(b) What should South bid now?
When I set this question I anticipated
that some panelists would prefer a bid
of One Spade, with the result that that
gremlin got into my typewriter. As
nearly all panelists and solvers indicated
their preference between 1NT and One
Spade, part (a) will stand. (Solvers who
answered ambiguously will be given the
benefit of the doubt.) There were many
more ambiguous answers to (b), which
will therefore be reset for August.
Answer to (a): Prefer One Spade, 10;
prefer One No Trump, 7·
The panel's vote: 5! prefer One Spade ;
~.
2 prefer 1NT (Phillips, Reese and half
of Rodrigue).

Hearts."

• SHARPLEs:

WEST

No
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Rodrigue, sacrificing comfort to tact
as usual, sat on the fence by announcing
that the choice was entirely a matter of
style and a toss-up. Neatly poised like
Humpty-Dumpty, he can wave to his
old-fashioned partners , on one side of
the wall, and his new scientific ones on
the other.
One panelist regarded the strength of
the hand, rather than the strength of
the spade suit, as the vital factor:
PHILLIPS: ''Prefer INT. On a weaker
hand, say 6-7 points, I would bid One
Spade so that partner could, if necessary,
play the no trumps. With my actual
holding I positively want to play One
No Trump."
I do not entirely follow that reasoning: the stronger hand will still be on
the table.
Most of the panel were concerned
about the strength of the spades:

and the scientific monstrosity of T
Clubs, designe~ to show a reasona~~
number of pomts
and make the pass
.
over Two Dmmonds Jess speculatt'v ,
e.
N ORTH: " Prefer One Spade. I can
sec nothing wrong with bidding One
Spade. Of ~ourse, it is a pity we have
not IOO honours- not that they would
count at this method of scoring but at
least they would prevent us becoming
too nervous!"
SMART: "Yes, I particularly admire
the way South mumbled his bid so that
the recorder had it as INT. I deduce
from this that, in this incarnation, I am
playing with a Method-type actor."
And I equally admire the way Smart
has bumbled his reply. I deduce from
his "Yes" that he is agreeing with One
Spade.
None of the panelists produced the
chief argument for bidding One Spade,
which is the strong tendency among
REESE: "Prefer lNT. There are, we
· progressive bidders to open One Heart
know, writers who bid according to
on hands with two four-card majors,
length alone, considering Jxxx as bidespecially 4-4-4-1 shapes, and useful
dable as AKJx. That may be all right
in the laboratory, but in the open air 4-4-3-2 hands.
such biddings are blown ~way by the
Problem No. 4 (J 0 points)
first puff of wind arising from bad
I.M.P. scoring, North-South vuldistribution or adverse activity."
nerable, the bidding has gone:When an old classical scholar talks
SouTH
WEST
NoRTH EAsT
about something coming from the
No
No
lNT
laboratory, what he really means is that
(12-14)
it stinks. But the new scientist is entitled
No
to retort that bridge is not normally
Dbl.
No
played in the open air. (Eighteen years
?
ago I .did play on the school roof by
South holds:• K6 <\?AKQJ9 OAK2 + Q85.
moonltght. To double a bad player in
a slam on the strength of the bad light
What should South bid?
?n~ t!1en find it makes is peculiarly
Answer: 3NT, 10; 2NT, 7; Three
trrttatmg.)
Clubs, 6; Four Hearts, 3.
' SWINNERTON-DYER: "Prefer One
Tlte pane/'s vote: 5 for 3NT; 2 for
~pa~e. I do not see what this question 2NT (Fox and Sharples); J for Three
JS atmed at. If South does not bid the
Clubs (Swinnerton-Dyer); and I for
spades n~w, no one ever will. This fact
Four Hearts (Smart).
refutes ahke the stultifying bid of J NT
Most panelists were willing to have
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a small gamble, influenced in some cases
by the scoring.
PHILLIPS: ..Three No Trumps. At
1 M.P. scoring I am prepared to take
the gamble that par~ner has the Queen
of diamonds or eqUivalent values elsewhere."
.
Rodrigue made the same pomt,
adding that such gambles are even
better on the new I.M.P. scale. I can
see headaches ahead .for panelists and
solvers, not to mention the Conduct?r,
if problem conditions have to spec1fy
new or old international match points.
REESE: "Three No Trumps. Eight
tricks you know about, taking a spade
lead as likely, and if that turns out to
be all, Iaili pis."
Hard labour with a dictionary on the
work of M. Jais has resulted in the
Editor gaining higher marks for French.
MRS. MARKUS: "Three No Trumps.
Optimistically. The hand cannot create
many problems so far as play is concerned as I can place all the missing
honours in East's hand and East will
always be on lead. Partner may have
a Yarborough but I still prefer to take
the risk and not miss a vulnerable
game."
This calculation would have come
unstuck. When this occurred in the
trials East h~ld nine points (and a
~ard diamond suit) and West held
Clght points. Two No Trumps was in
fact the limit for North-South which
may comfort the pessimists:
Fox: "Two No Trumps. Since
Partner is unable to stand J NT doubled
We know he is bad. If we now bid 2NT
~le m~st be placed with something like
POtnts."
SHARPLES: "Two No Trumps. This
;ontract looks a near certainty, and
thartner Will not need much to raise to

ree."
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SWINNERTON-DYER: "Three Clubs.
The key to this hand is the vulnerability.
Partner has not bid just because he is
worried about the overtricks; he must
also think that Two Clubs is reasonable,
or at least that he is unlikely to be
doubled. It is certain that he has a
suit better than five small. We do not
need a great deal from him in order to
make a game, and must therefore make
a forward-going bid. Thus Two Hearts,
a mere correction, is out. On the other
hand Three Hearts will fail if he has
JJOxxx in clubs and nothing else.. H.~nce
Three Clubs remains the only bJd.
Thnt seems to dispose of Smart's
wild Four Hearts bid, but ignores the
no trump possibilities. The no trump
bidders can hnve the last word :
NoRTH: "Three No Trumps. On
Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundaysthe best days for bashing. On the mor~
?NT
would suffice.
conscrvn tl·ve d·lys
'
-

From a well-known turf profiteer,
this shows a surprising confusion
between four-to-three on and four-tothree against.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE BOARD$
METAL EDGED

Problem No. 5 (10 points)
Match-point pairs, game all, the
bidding has gone:NORTH EAST SoUTH
WEST
No
No
No
Dbl.
No
?
South holds:+9 ~Q73 OJ8752 +10643.
What should South bid?
Answer: Redouble, 10; 1NT, 8; No
Bid, 6.
The panel's vote: 5 for redouble; 2 for
1NT (Fox and Mrs. Markus); 2 for
No Bid (Smart and Phiilips).
Although · there was a seven-to-two
vote in! favour of some rescuing manoeuvre, it could well be right to go
quietly:
PHILLIPS: "No Bid. The blind rescue
does not appeal, when any other suit
has to play two tricks better to show a
profit."
SMART: "No Bid. Alternatively one
might bid 1NT with a view to making
an S.O.S. redouble for a minor-suit
take-out. · Personally I think such
S.O.S.s overdone. If partner has any
reasonable six-card suit we are likely
to be better off in it than in some mess
at the two level."
The chance that North has six spades
has surely been reduced by East's
penalty pass. The choice of action if
action is to be taken, produces so,me
interesting considerations.
REESE: "Redouble. It is possible but
improbable, that One Spade do~bled
will be the best spot. The advantages of
redouble as against 1NT are that (a)
partner can play 1NT, and (b) if partner

1+
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(As supplied by the late F. Lawes)
Now Manufactured by
ARBEL PRODUCTS
3, Vittoria Street, Birmingham, J

is strong and wants to make them
sweat, he can pass One Spade redoubled."
SWINNERTON-DYER: "Redouble.
Little scope for comment: either you
are brave or you are not. The alternative method of escape-first 1NT and
then redouble-makes it impossible to
play in 1NT; and to bid 1NT and stick
the double will mean that the hand is
played the wrong way up."
A pianissimo understatement came
from:
·
NoRTH: "Redouble. Now the set-up
is known (East holding spades over
partner) we want to look for an alternative rcstiQg place. I have aq idea
that complete tranquility is going to be
difficult to achieve but we must try for
a quieter spot."
The alternative rescue:
Fox: "One No Trump. It could be
correct to pass, and this effort may well
be rash. I do not know whether the
unusual no trump operates in this
situation, but since we cannot hold
many points an intelligent partner may
try to find a minor-suit fit."
One No Trump should certainly
suggest the minor suits and North will
be less eager to launch into hearts than
he would be after a redouble.
MRs. MARKUS: "One No Trump.
As partner has also been informed ~y
the pass of the double that East IS
holding many spades he will not find
it difficult to make his next bid."

The bidding will be easy but the play
maY be rather harder.
Problem No. 6 {10 points)
Rubber bridge, love all, the bidding
has gone:-

SoUTH

t+
2+
J+

WEST

NORTH

No
No
No

2<V'
3<V'
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EAST
No
No
No-

?
South holds:-

+QJ764 \/- 0JJ05 + AKJ042.
What should South bid?

Answer: Four Hearts, JO; Four
Spades, 6; 4NT or Five ·Diamonds, 4;
No Bid, 3.
The panel's vote: 4 for Four Hearts;
2for Four Spades (North and Sharples);
l for 4NT (Smart); 1 for Five Diamonds (Reese); and 1 for No Bid (Mrs.
Markus).
This is a~ unpleasant situation, if
holding a big combined hand at rubber
bridge can ever be called unpleasant.
Fox: "Four Hearts. Preference on
~ void! As partner has shown no
mterest in our black suits he must be
very powerful in the red suits, perhaps
6-4. 4NT, natural, is unlikely to make
on a complete misfit."
SMART'
., · "Four No Trumps.I Natural
of course A 300
.
.
rubbe .- •
per cent Jte, smce no
r 'bridge player I can think of
Would do
th'
.
wd
any tng except give Black00 responses to this."
·
th The Four Heart bidders between
al~m pr~duced objections to most of the
rnattves.
SWINNERTON D
"
Reached b
• YER:
Four Hearts.
rather h Y a process of elimination
Prefle t an because I really like it.
renee at th'
.
show Dl
Is pomt is unlikely to
the pr 'o~e than a singleton-! failed on
evtous r
d
.
.
known t be oun .to ra1se what ts
0
·
a very good suit. It is
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certainly not encouraging · and ' t .
. J'k
,
I
IS
qutte I ely that Four Hearts is the only
game we can make. We can hardly bid
a black suit again, and to raise diamonds, although it shows my shape
exactly, is likely to put us overboard.
(Indeed there is no reason to think that
partner has even four of them.)
REESE: "Five Diamonds. I would
have given preference with a singleton
but not with a void. Partner must knO\~
that he may be putting you on the spot
with Four Diamonds, and should be
prepared for the uncomfortable raise."
An alternative view is that the
mysterious Four Diamonds is based on
some spade support.

SHARPLES: "Four Spades. Five Diamonds would show a control. Partner's
Four Diamonds is probably a cue-bid
as my spade rebid has improved his
hand."
NoRTH: "Four Spades. Since partner
has bypassed 3NT- knowing we hold
at least ten cards in the black suitsone can infer that he probab-ly has a
fair spade holding."
A basic bidding concept was happily
ignored by:
MRs. MARKUS: ." No Bid. I am
sorry to say that this problem is a bit
complicated by the fact that I would
already have passed Three Hearts. Anybody who bids on in rubber bridge is
asking for trouble and will not finish a
winner. I will certainly not make any
further bid after Four Diamonds,
although my partner certainly meant
this to be forcing, as my hand has
deteriorated. If partner could not bid
Four Hearts on the second round, or
support one of my suits, I shall make no
further effort."
This seems to assume that partner is
bidding badly, which i~ often a f~ir
assumption at rubber bndge but not m

100 UP. The most likely explanation
of the Four Diamonds bid is that North
has a gigantic hand, and is thinking
about the choice of slams.
The last word can go to:
PHILLIPS: "Four Hearts. Two things
are certain: partner's hearts are long
and strong; and my only wish is to get
out of the bidding as cheaply and
quickly as possible."

Problem No. 7 (20 points)
I.M.P. scoring, game all, the bidding
has gone:NoRTH EAST
SouTH
WEST
No
10
No
No
2+
1+
2+

1+
?

South holds:-

+ AKJ64 \?4

,

0 K2 + 109843.

(a) Do you agree with South's
opening bid? If not, what alternative
do your prefer?
(b) What should South bid now?

Answer to (a) : No, prefer One Spade,
10; Agree with One Club, 5.
The panel's vote: 7 prefer One Spade;
2 agree with One Club (Fox and
North).
All the One Spade bidders produced
similar arguments, which were put
neatly by:
SHARPLES: "Prefer One Spade. On
weak black two-suiters with the preponderance of strength in the major the
chances of getting ' shut out are too
great; secondly it makes it more
difficult for the opponents to come in;
and thirdly I do not want a club lead."
Fox and North prefer to bid One
Club with a view to showing their shape
later. This works well if the opponents
are silent, but less well if there is competition.
Answer to (b) : Three Spades, 10 ;

Four Spades, 7; T hree Diamonds 6·
No Bid, 5.
' '

The panel's vote: 4 for Three Spades ·
2 for Four Spades (Mrs. Markus and
Fox); 2 for No Bid (Phillips and
Swinnerton-Dycr); 1 for Three Diamonds (Smart).
The direct leap to game has been promoted ahead of No Bid because several
of the Three Spades bidders said the
hand was almost worth four. West's
bid of Two Clubs has marked North
with a club shortage, and therefore
improved South's prospects.
MRs. MARKUS: "Four Spades. Partner is obviously short in clubs, and my
distribution with a useful King of
diamonds should produce a good
. chance for game in spades. Partner's
free bid of Two Spades certainly shows
a strong preference, and at that stage
he does not even know that I have five
spades."
Fox drew the same deduction, and
stated that he would be distinctly more
cautious without West's bid, which rules
out the chance that North has three
poor clubs.
The Three Spades bidders offered
little comment, and nor did Smart with
his choice of Three Diamonds. It
seems to me that North might have
raised spades with only 3-card support,
in which case he would pass Thr~e
Diamonds · and expect a 4-1- 3-5
dummy.
Stating the case for the pessimists
was :
SwtNNERTON-DYER: "No Bid. It
looks as if partner needs so little to
make game here, since he is probabt.y
short of clubs. But he can assess h.ts
values just as well as you; and Qxxx tn
spades with the Ace of diamonds and a
singleton club would bring out a Three
Spades bid on this auction. He is far
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more likelY to have scattered values,
and maY well only have three trumps.
~
,,ow there is no chance of game, .and
.
h they have a heart contract, 1t 1s
thoug
h. ,
hard to see how they are to reac 1t.

could be a mistake-either up to the
Ace-Queen or marking the position of
the Ace (if this be held by the defence)."
Mrs. Markus pointed out a position
in .which a diamond lead gives a trick
but this may not matter becaus;
declarer may easily be able to discard
diamond losers on spades. A positive
reason for a diamond lead was suggested
by:

Problem No. 8 (J 0 points)

I.M.P. scoring, the bidding has gone:
SoUTH

WEST

NORTH

EAST

1\?

PHILLIPS: "Ten of diamonds. West's
unscientific leap suggests a distributional
hand, with perhaps a void in one minor
and a small doubleton in the other. If
we are to find partner with a cashable
Ace, diamonds must be the best bet."
The club' leaders all suggested that
North might have a club void, but
refrained from doubling in case the
double attracted a spade lead, or a .
switch into Seven Spades. But it seems
far-fetched to suppose that East-West
can have six clubs between them, and a
club void in dummy is vastly more
probable.
For the record, a club lead would
have been through a void up to AceQueen and given declarer the contract.
Franklin led a diamond (a heart would
have worked equally) and North
eve~tually scored his spade Queen.

No
3+
No
2+
7\j>
No
No
6\?
No
No
No
South holds:• 864 ~6 0102 + J1097653.
What should South lead?
Answer: A diamond, 10; a heart, 9;
a club, 6.
The panel's vote: 3 for the ten of
diamonds; 3 for the six of hearts (Mrs.
Markus, Reese and Rodrigue); 3 for the
Jack of clubs (Fox, Smart and Swinnerton-Dyer).
This was a hand from the semi-final
of the Gold Cup, and was recognised
by some panelists.
·
NoRm: "Ten of diamonds. It is
difficult to be impartial here for I know
the hand, but it is fair to say that careful
thought will steer one away from the
club lead. Dummy more than likely
has a void so one can do tremendous
damage leading up to declarer's tenace.
Having got this far the choice clearly
rests between a diamond and a trump~n~ I do not like the trump lead because
1
Qt IS just possible that partner holds

Rule 43

The following recommendation from
the Rules and Ethics Committee was
ratified by the July 1961 Council Meeting
of the English Bridge Union.
That Rule 43 should be interpreted
in the following way:
"That the meaning of a bid can only
be enquired about by the player whose
turn it is to bid, or at ~he end ~f the
auction."

xx."

It . .

15
Important to draw the right
ln•erence r
W
.
bidding: rom
est's kangaroo-like

• r.

REEsE· "S'
f
dain d · IX o hearts. Having dis\Ves~ the old Black or his relatives,
must have a void. A club lead
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E.B.U. Master Points Register
Master Points Secretary:
F. 0. Bingham, 48 Lordship Park, London, N.16
PROMOTIONS
To Life Master: Mrs. Rixi Markus's win in the semi-final of the Gold Cup earned
for her 15 Master Points and she thus takes her rightful place in the highest rank.
To Master: M. H. Airey (Warwickshire); Mrs. L. A. Allwood (Norfolk); Mrs.
P. S. Chadwick (Devon); G. L. Delbeke (Middlesex); P. Dudgeon (Kent); Mrs. J.
Gatti (London); L. Myers (North-Western); R. F. R. Phillips (Surrey); Mrs.
L. P. Robinson (North-Western); R. W. Stevenson (Surrey).
At its July meeting, the Council of the E.B.U. approved the proposal of the
Master Points Committee to sub-divide ' the rank of Master. In future players
holding 100, 150, 200 and 250 Master Points who have not qualified for the rank of
National Master will be known as "One Star Master", "Two Star Master", "Three
Star Master'' and "Four Star Master", respectively. Appropriate new certificates
have been sent to the following players:"Three Star": D. Smerdon (Middlesex); H. K. Cooke and P. G. F. Whitehouse
(Warwickshire); J. Taylor (Yorkshire).
"Two Star": H. St.J. Ingram (Kent); G. -C. H. Fox, Mrs. V. Cooper (London);
E. L. Silverstone (Middlesex); G. G. Endicott, E. L. Figgis (North-Western);
Mrs. D .. M. Hopewell (Notts.); S. W. and M,rs. Thomas (Somerset); B. P. Topley
(Staffordshire); R. Franses (Sussex); W. E. D .' .a nd Mrs. Hall, M.A. Porter (War·
wickshire); S. Fielding (Yorkshire).
"One Star'~: G. Levey, N. A. T. Vinson (Devon); Mrs. D. ,M. Brett, Mrs. T. L.
Hunter, J. Sarjeant (Kent); Mrs. A. L. DellaPorta, Mrs. P. Juan, Mrs. D. Shammon,
N. Squire, Mrs. P. Williams (London); Mrs. D. P. Forbes (Middlesex); Dr. M.
Rushton (North-Eastern); K. R. Barbour, W. W. L. and Mrs. Fearn, R. Kennedy,
P. E. Morley, D. Myers, R. Myers (North-Western); R. D. F. Bland, N. R. C.
Frith, C. Ward (Notts.); F. Boot, Dr. N.J. Bown, Mrs. W. Morley Burry (Somerset);
Mrs. D. Hallett, E. Jamieson, E. A. Madenski, A. S. Monckton, E. C. Powell,
C. E. Robinson, P. L. F. Tottenham (Staffordshire); J. R. M. Beale, Mrs. M.
Edwards, Mrs. 0. Goodall, Mrs. J. Harper, G. F. Mathieson, J. C. Street, Mrs. 1·
. E
Symons (Surrey); J. Albuquerque, J. Pearlstone (Sussex); Mrs. J. M. Davtes,
. :
Foster, L. Levey (Warwickshire); J.D. Colley, Mrs. R . F. Corwen, Mrs. E. Dtck
(Yorkshire).
This new arrangement has been made with two objects in view. It will provide
aeceptable "milestones" on the admittedly long road from Master to Nation~!
Master, particularly for those players with limited opportunities to compete. 10
national events. It will also render unnecessary any device such as the cancetl~tt~n
of points won before a certain date when it becomes necessary to narrow the Jtmtts
of eligibility to play in "restricted" events.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

5/- per line.

Special terms for a series

BRIDGE CLUBS AND HOTELS
LONDON
GRAND SLAM BRIDGE CLUB 21 Craven Hill
W.2. Te!.: Pad. 6842. Stakes 1/- and 2/-:
P~.tnershtp evemngs Mondays & Thursdays.
VISitors welcome. Bounty Pairs (£25) Weekly
Tuesdays. Bounty Individual (£20) 2nd Sunday
afternoons. TUITION.

Htl!~'!

BRIDGE CLUB-16 Northwick Park
d Harrow Middx. Tel. Harrow 3908.
~:d' standard ·~ridge in enjo~able atmos~here.
Sessions twice datly. Partnership and D~phcate.
Open teams of four every Saturday evenm~.

NOTTINGHAM
NOTTINGHAM BRIDGE CLUn-401 Mansfield
Road Nottingham 65995. (Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Hammond.) Half Way House for Sunday
matches. Duplicate Monday Tuesday Wednesday Saturday 7 p.m. Rubber Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 2.30·6 p.m.

MISCELLANEOUS
BRIDGE REQUISITES
Personal Score Cards, Travelling Score Slips, Result
Charts, Hand Record (Curtain) Cards, "Silent Bidders"
etc. MOVEMENT CARDS for Individuals, Pairs and
Teams-of-four etc.
WALLETS-better than boards at less than half the cost.
CARDBOARD £3 3s. _ Od. per set of 32
LEATHERETTE £6 6s. Od. per set of32
WRITE. FOR SAMPLE.S :
W. B. Tatlow, 2 Rosebery Court, LLANDUDNO.

TUITION
NICO GARDENER guarantees to improve
your game, Tuition, practice classes and lectures.
all under personal supervision; also postal course,
The London School of Bridge, 38 King's Road,
London, S.W.3. KENsington 7201.

PERFECT YOUR BRIDGE under championShip guidance. Private or Group Tuition.
Practice classes. Duplicate coaching. Master
Points contests. Lectures. Folder free from
the Mayfair Bridge Studio (Dept. 5), 110 Mount
Street, London, W.l, or 'phone ORO 2844.

If you are not already an annual subscriber, please make sure
that you receive future issues by completi~g the form below.

Order form
To the Publishers, The British Bridge World, Moore Batley·
Ltd., 35 Dover Street, London, W.l.
Please enrol me as a subscriber to· The British Bridge World,
as from ..........:......................~ ....................................................................(state month).
I enclose annual subscription:
NAME (in block capitals) ..........-.....................................................................--..ADDRESS (in block capitals) ..............................................................................

........................................................................................................................-···-:····-···········--·-···
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.Diary of Events
Sept.
Oct.

1961
22-24 N.E.B.A. CoNGRESS ..
24-0ct. 5 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP

6-8
13-16
20-22

Nov.

27-29
2-5
4-5
1~12

18-19
10 and 17

Dec.

25-26
2-3

9-10
16-17

Jan.

Feb.

5-7
13-14
19-21
26-28
3-4

17-18
24-25
March

9-12
24-25

Saltburn
Torre Abbey,
Torquay
MANCHESTER AREA OF N.W.C.B.A. CoN- Belle Vue,
GRESS
Manchester
Grand,
E.B.U. AUTUMN CONGRESS ..
East bourne
WEST OF ENGLAND CONGRESS
Grant Atlantic,
Weston-super-Mare
DERBYSHIRE CONGRESS
New Bath Hotel,
Matlock
ST. DUNSTAN'S CONGRESS
Craiglands, Ilkley
WELSH BRIDGE UNION CONGRESS
Llandrindod Wells
FIRST CAMROSE TRIAL
Nat. Lib. Club,
London
Norbreck,
N.W.C.B.A. CONGRESS
Blackpool
Away
CAMROSE MATCH V. WALES
Young Players heats
WORLD BRDIGE FEDERATION PAR OLYMPIAD Clubs aU over
world
London
MASTERS' INDIVIDUAL
London
Tollemache Cup S.E.
Craiglands, Ilkley
NORTH
s.w.
Bristol
Welcombe,
MIDLANDS
Stratford-on-Avon
Welcombe,
SECOND CAMROSE TRIAL
Stratford-on-Avon
Staged by London
LEDERER CUP FOR CLUBS
Association
1962
MIDLANDs CoUNTIEs CoNGRESs
Droitwich
TOLLEMACHE CUP FINAL
Midlands
WHITELAW CUP
Grand,
Eastbourne
CROYDON CONGRESS (provisional) ..
Croydon
MASTERS PAlRS
..
..
. . . : . Victoria Halls,
(Ample provision for spectators at 2s. 6d. . Bloomsbury Sq.
per session)
. RESTRICTED PAIRS
Raven, Droitwich
CAMROSE MATCH
..
YOUNG PLAYERS FINAL
London
THE FJELD
Nat. Lib. Club,
London
E.B.U. "SPRING FOURSOMES WEEKEND"
Grand,
. Eastbournc
Eastbourne and.
PORTLAND CLUB Cup (B.B.L. EVENT)
·
Yorksh•rc
Full particulars from:
Secretury- Mrs. A. L. FLEMING
12 Frant Road, Tunbridge \Veils, Kent
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