


OVERSEAS HOLIDA S 
5* ICMELER 19 Apr & 27 Sep & 11 Oct 
We return to the superb 5* Mares overlooking the beautiful 
bay of Mannaris and idyllic lcmeler. One of our most popular 
holidays ever. Lovely nat coastal walks. 
(Olghls told by Bridge Ol>erseu as agent for JMC atoll368) 

SORRENTO 7 MAY 4 £599 
We return to the 4* Hotel Parco del Sole. c._.•ectb!'Pano<amao101o7&2l 

-IIUWAIIIA 81Aay-& 181ept- SOLD OUT! 
Due to high demand for this holiday we have 
Introduced an extra departue 1 & 2 Odober £429 
We stay at the 4* Hotel Atlas in the beautiful resort of Golden 
Sands on the Black Sea Coast. Limited singles without 
SUpplement. (opemted by Balkan Holidays atol 252) 

CORFU 10 May & 4 Oct - May departure 
reduced from U95 to £499 
Excellent value for the popular 4* Dassla Chandris with its 
excellent beach selling and beautiful gardens. 
(qJefllled by ~boot lllDI 0782) 

RHODES 12 May & 6 Oct from £556 
The superb 5* Deluxe Royal Mare only 6km from Rhodes 
Town. (operated by Manos 0782) 

THE AUSTRIAN TYROL 22 May & 18 Sept 
The Hotel Postwirt In the picturesque village of Soli offers 
excellent standards of service and cuisine. A walker's paradise! 
Superb excursions. (RighlJ sold by Bridge 0.-erw.as agents ror Gold Medal2916) 

CANNES 24 May & 8 Oct I 0 nts 
The 4* Best Western Cannes' is perfectly located for 
exploring the fabulous Cote D'Azur. 
(mahts aold by Bridge 0.-eMu agents ror Gold Medal Travel atoi291G) 

THE BLACK FOREST 13 July 12 nts 
We return to the 4* Landhaua Marion where we have had 
the best service ever. 
(Rigl~s told by Bridge Overseas agents for Gold ~led.'ll otol 2916) 

THE RHINE VALLEY 16 Aug - II nts 
CasUes, legends, river cruises and quaint wine villages. The 
historic Hotel Ebertor is situated on the banks of this mighty 
river. (Olghts told by Drldge Overseas agents ror Gold Medal Ttovel atol 2916) 

SKIATHOS 24 Sept from £599 
The 4* Sklathos Palace overlooks the most beautiful bay In 
the Aegean Sea. Cureroted by •tanos atol o1s2) 

SICILY 25 Sept £775 
The newly built Caesan Palace Hotel is well located for 
exploring this fascinating Island of history and culture and 
stunning scenery. Excellent value for 4 star Sicily. 
(opealed by f'anoram;llllol 0782) 

5* SOUTHERN TURKEY 2 & 16 Nov 
2004 &X.as 21 Dec 04 & Fell 1 & 22 
hit 2005 from £429 
The 5* all lndualve Sun Zeynep Is a firm favourite with our 
customers. COJwrated by J"c a~olt368l 

4* ALGARVE 07 Novemller £499 
We return to the 4* Delfim In picturesque Alvor after a very 
succesful holiday here last November. Prlcu held ftom 2003. 
(apeqled a, JUC a10113GI) 

From the temples, palaces and 
colourful markets of Bangkok 
to the sunkissed beaches of 
Hua Hin, we provide bridge in 
fabulous high standard hotels 
in exotic surroundings. 
(nlgl\ls sold by Bridge O.·eDe.u agents lor 
Gold Medal Travel atol 2916) 

HISTORIC PRAGUE 08 Nov 04 & 07 Mar 
OS - 4 nights half board including 
bridge £299 
(low cost Olghts at additional cost bookable through Bridge O.'e!WaS agent for Gold ~ledal atoll 

The beautiful unique 4* Kampa is perfectly situated close to 
the Charles Bridge on the Vltava River enabling you to explore 
this Golden City of t 000 spires. Early booking recommended 
- last departure sold out very quickly!) 

PAPHOS 16 Nov & Xmas 21 Dec 04, 8 
Fell & I Mar 5 from £539 
We return to the ever popular 4* Ledra Beach. This high 
standard hotel has a huge range of facilities and is ideally 
situated directly on a sandy beach yet close to all amenities. 
(operated by JMC atol 1368) 

PORT EL KANTAOUI 2, 9,16, & 23 Jan 
14 nights from £295 In 4* Sol el 
Mouradl and £389 In 5* Palace 
This is a charming resort with its cobbled alleys, garden 
squares and lamplit quayside, and beautiful white sandy 
beaches. Incredible value long winter stays available 4* 
Sol el Mourad/35 nights £359, 5* !tlouradi Palace £599. 
(bridge is played in 5* ) (operated by Panotama atol 0782) 

BENALMADENA - COSTA DEL SOL 
23 Jan 05 £457 
The 4* Alay Is beautifully situated overlooking the marina and 
next to the resort's promenade (operated by Unljetalol 0230) 

TENERIFE 28 Jan & 1 1 Fell 05 - £699 
(discounted fro• brochure cost of £765) 
We return to the 4* Jacaranda , a high standard well 
positioned hotel for some winter sunshine. Excellent value for 
4* Tenerife. (operated by JMC atol l3G8) 

VIsit our website for full details of all our holidays 
www.brldgeoverseas.co.uk 
7 nights available on most holidays - ask for details! 
Ask about our great group offers. 
See Inside back cover for UK holidays 

Brlclge Overseas Ltcl, Ant Floor Offices, 10 Well st Porthcnl CF36 liE 
f'rkes ed lor I I 
.... quot .. ~~eebhaHboord, Rightsandtraru!en. FREEPHONE 
'"" oniJ addit1011 ~bridge fee ( wept Prague). 
AI! payments Ia Bridge !Mnetn Trust Aaount. 0800 0346 246 
Bridge UCIIUed br the EBU - mosterpoints trophie1 and prim. 
Agents far Pllnarama and Monos atol 0782 andJM( atol1368. {01656 773178) 
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Blootning 
partnerships 
Partnerships lie at the heart of our Development Plan and 
the provision of new services to our members, so what 
has been negotiated over the past couple of months? 

Master Bridge Series --
From April1 our Bridge Shop will be stocking the full range of the \1 
Master Bridge Series of books, totalling an amazing 78 titles. Thanks 
to the support of Peter Crawley, who publishes the series in , 
association with Cassell, we have managed to negotiate a very ~l~~~~ 
special price that allows us to offer a 20% discount to EBU members. R 

Mark Smith, th~ MD ?f Orion's Customer Publ~hing (owne~ of \ Terry Collier, EBU general 
Cassell) says he IS dehghted to have formed th1s new working manager: beavering away I partnership with the EBU and looks forward to offering greater at partnership deals to 
membership offers in the future, including discounts on the wider benefit members 
range of Orion titles. 
f range of overseas holidays (subject to terms 
Bridge Overseas and availability). Further details can again be 

obtained by phoning 0800 0346246. 
Recent discussions with Edward Kelly of the 
holiday operator Bridge Overseas Ltd centred 
on the social bridge service the company could 
provide to our members. Terry Collier, the 
EBU's general manager, suggested there 
would be interest in midweek bridge breaks, 
to complement the wide choice of weekend 
breaks. He also suggested there is growing 
interest from social players for combining 
bowls with bridge for non-bowls players and 
bridge with bowls for non-bridge players. 

No more said- than- done! Edward has 
arranged a four-day midweek break at the 
Sinah Warren Character Hotel on Hayling 
Island, Hampshire, with a programme of 
bridge and bowls. The hotel is part of the 
Warner adult only group- of hotels, which 
offers specialist leisure activities and 
entertainment, in addition to the bridge and 
bowls programme. The holiday will pe from 
May 17-21 at a cost of £239 per personJ 
• This is the first of a series of similar 
midweek breaks to be held at Warner's hotels 
up and down the country. Further details can 
be obtained directly from Bridge Overseas on 
0800 0346246. Just ask for Fiona or Wendy. 

We have also negotiated a special early 
booking discount for EBU members of 10% on 
bridge fees from Bridge Overseas' extensive 

Bridge at the opera 
FOLLOWING on from our very successful 
Bridge and Ballet event in December at the 
Ambassador Theatre in Milton Keynes, we are 
pleased to announce that a year-long 
programme is being planned at the AmbasSador 
theatres in Stoke-on-Trent. Bromley, Woking ' 
and, of course, Milton Keynes. t 

The first of these events will be held on 
Weanesaay une 23 at- the Regent Theatre,f 
Stoke-on-Trent. An afternoon of social bridge 
will be held in the Theatre's Britannia Suite, 
followed by an evening performance of 
Carmen by the Chisinau National Opera. 
Thanks to special discounted tickets we are 
able to offer a combined price for the Bridge 
and Carmen of £40 to EBU members 
(additional £5 to non-members). We will also 
be able to offer limited numbers of tickets for 
the performance only- prices on request. For 
further- information and booking; please/ 
contact the EBU events team on 01296 317203. 

As we go to press arrangements are under 
way to hold Bridge and High Society at the 
Churchill Theatre, Bromley and Bridge and 
Annie at Milton Keynes in early September. 

continued on page 32 
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PLUS 
The very best Acol-playing Software availa le 

FEATURES 

• Friendly Interface (see above) 

• Hint Button- always at hand 

• Help Button - explains the features 
for bidding and cardplay advice. 

• Easy Windows Installation 

• Comprehensive Manual 

• Rubber, Duplicate and Teams Scoring 

• Feed in your own deals 

• Easy to Create Y.our own System 

• Systems include: Basic Acol, 
Advanced Acol, Standard American, 
Precision, Blue Club and several others. 

• £79.95 including postage 

NEW FEATUREs 

• Instant results for 
teams 

• 1,500 pre,played 
hands for teams 

• 1,500 pre,played 
hands for match 
pointed pairs 

SYSTEM 

• 8mbRAM 

• CO,ROM 

• Pentium 
or equivalent 

• Windows 98 or later 
(including XP) 

-=.ill Make your cheque payable to Mr Brfdga and send to: Unit D Wagon Yard Lo d R d M 11ft 
~ 1 

' n on oa I arlborough SNB lLH iii'~ 
1- 1 ir 016 72 519219 email: mrbridgemailorder®ukonline.co.uk Fax 0167 2 519244 Jil! 



Camrose champs again 
AS we went into the fin<1l weekend 
Republic of Ireland were leading the table, 
but they had to sit out, so it would be 
either England 167.5 vps, ScotJand 136, or 
Wales 127 who would take home the 
trophy. 

England, who amazingly had not beaten 
Scotland in the Camrose this millennium, 
sent David Gold, Tom Townsend, Andrew 
Robson, David Bakhshi (making his 
debut), David Price and Colin Simpson to 
do the job under non-playing captain 
Richard Fleet. Scotland fielded the team 
they will be sending to the European 
championships, namely Liz McGowan, 
Ken Baxter, Douglas Piper, John Murdoch, 
Jim Patrick and John Matheson. 

In the first match any pre-meeting 
superstitions England may have had were 
put to rest, England winning by 22-8vps. 
Remarkably this would be Scotland's best 
result! 

In the second match England played 
almost flawless bridge at both tables, while 
a luckless Scotland had to sit back and 
watch their rivals rack up 116imps to their 
31. England took the second match 25-2 
and the Camrose was to all intents and 
purposes over. 

However, England had come for 
revenge and were still hungry to make the 
Scots pay for having beaten them so many 
times in recent years. Sure enough 
England continued to play excellent bridge 
at both tables to take the third match 25·2. 

This is my favourite hand, taken from 
the final match: 

Dealer South t 10 9 8 6 2 
Gameall • 3 

+ AQ1065 
• J9 

+ J3 ~ t AKQ754 
• AQ10752 w ~. 864 
+ KJ98 A.'V + • + 2 Y + A1074 . -

• KJ9 
• 7432 

i' + KQ8653 

At our table the bidding went: 

West North East South 
TotuiiSCIId Gold 

Pass 
1. Pass 1+ 2+ 

2• Pass 4+ Pass 
4. Pass 5+ Obi 
Rdbl Pass 5+ Pass 
6. Pass Pass Pass 

The lead was +J, taken by dummy's ace. 
Tom Townsend played a heart to the 
queen, laid down the •A and, on learning 
the bad news, played +J. The Scottish 
defender ruffed and although he correctly 
returned a diamond declarer ruffed in 
dummy and claimed on a marked squeeze 
against North - 12 tricks and 1430 to 
England. 

In the other room the contract was the 

EN GUSH BRIDGE Anrll 2004 

England hammer Scots to 
complete the job 
ENGLAND have retained the Camrose Trophy and they 
dinched it In Dundee with a record victory over 
Scotland. Thus England won all four of their matches in 
the series and ran up a total of 239.5vps, which bettered 
their own record for the five nations format. 

Wales, who put up sturdy resistance against England 
In the penultimate round, slipped Into second place by 
beating Northern Ireland 56-3-4 In their final match. They 
finished just one point ahead of Republic of Ireland. David Gold 

reports on the 
final rounds 

David Gold, newly risen out of the junior ranks, has 
made a big Impression as a full international and was In 
the England team against both Scotland and Wales. Here 
Is what he has to say about the experience: 

same, as were the first three tricks. 
However, Andy Robson for England 
showed the correct defence by declining to 
ruff the first spade. Declarer found there 
was no longer a way home. 

England had beaten Scotland by 
72-12vps, a record victory against their 
arch rivals. 

While the England team played very 
well I think it is fair to say the Scots have 
some work to do if they wish to achieve a 
respectable result in the Europeans, but I 
am sure this weekend was good practice 
for them and they were excellent hosts 
and great sports. I look forward to playing 
there again. I would also like to say that it 
was good to see the match broadcast over 
the excellent Bridge Base website. 

Earlier England went to Crawley for the 
fourth weekend of the Cam rose Trophy in 
a strong position. Although actually lying 
third behind Republic of Ireland and 
Scotland, these countries had played one 
match more and Scotland, who were 
leading the table, were only 25.5vps 
ahead. 

In fact it was Wales, England's 
opponents in this round, who posed the 
biggest threat. They were hot on England's 
tall, just 13.5vps behind. 

The England team was Colin Simpson 
and David Price, Phil King and Andrew 
Mcintosh, David Gold and Tom 
Townsend, with David Dum the non­
playing captain. Lined up for the Welsh 
were Peter Goodman and Adam Dunn, 
Tim Rees and Philip Kubalija and Gary 
and Dafydd Jones, with Paul Denning the 
non-playing captain. 

In the first 30 boards the England 
players, who had all reached the finals of 
the open trials, showed the kind of form 
they were in by annihilating Wales 25-5. 

However, anyone who thought the 
match was over had failed to tell the 
Welsh. In the second match they fearlessly 
came back, taking the first 10-board stanza 
25-13. In the second stanza England 
pulled back 7imps, so with 10 boards to 
play of the second match Wales clung to a 
slender lead of Simps. 

Then the real excitement started. 

At Non Vul v Vul you pick up ~A 5 4 3 
• Q J 9 4 +- + K 10 6 5 3. You are playing 
against Peter Goodman on your right and 
Adam Dunn on your left. You are also on 
Vugraph, so any decision you make is 
followed avidly by quite a few spectators, 
the game being somewhat easier for them 
as they can see all four hands. 

Peter deals and opens 1• , playing five­
card majors. Adam raises to 4• and Peter, 
after some thought, bids 6NT! 

Realising that this auction is not really 
possible and looking at your own hand, you 
elect to double. After three passes you have 
to find a lead. At the table the player, who 
shall remain nameless (He's famous enough 
from this hand already!) led the ~A and 
dummy tabled ~76 • K 10763 +1054 + A 
4 2. A spade continuation did not meet with 
success when declarer, who turned up with 
~K Q 8 2 • A +A K J 9 8 3 2 + 7, won the 
trick, laid down the +A, unblocked the • A, 
crossed to dummy with the + A and 
claimed 12 tricks on the marked diamond 
finesse for + 1680 to Wales! 

Peter h<1d intended to open 1+, but being 
left-handed was struggling with the 
bidding boxes and accidentally opened 
1• . On realising his error 6NT seemed a 
fair shot. After this result I am sure he was 
happy to continue 'struggling'! 

Wales won the last 10 boards by 20imps 
to take the second match 19-11 and keep 
the weekend very much alive. England 
would have to compose themselves to 
ensure victory over the weekend. 

Sure enough a revived English team 
came out the next morning and played 
solid bridge at both tables to win the third 
match 21-9 and take the weekend 57-33. 

The match was played in great spirit 
and I was most impressed by the number 
of spectators at the event. 

r FINAL TABLE "' Played Won VPscore 
England ... ... 239.5 
Wales ... 2 183 
Rep of Ireland .. l 182 
Scotland ... I 148 

\.. Nlreland .. 0 135 ~ 
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PRIVATELY OWNED & PERSONALLY MANAGED 
by the seaside with an AA • Restaurant 

AA 

*** 72%Quality Score 

Wltat more do you require? 

WEEKENDS FOR PRIVATE 
BRIDGE CLUBS IN 2004/2005 

No obligation complimentary overnight 
reconnaissance stay. 

Two weekends still available in Autumn 2004. 

JOHN TAYLOR 
MASTERPOINT WEEKENDS 

July 16-18 £168 
August 8-13 (5 nights) £370 

October 8-10 £168 
Bridge licensed by the EBU 

For further information please 
telephone: Richard Margaroli 

THE ARDINGTON HOTEL 
STEYNE GARDENS • WORTIDNG 

WEST SUSSEX • BNll 3DZ 
Tel: (01903) 230451 

Visit our website at: www.ardingtonhotel.co.uk 

If you are within the radius of the 
arc (shown above) you are less 

than 13/4 hours' drive away from: 
fine a1isine, personal service 

and relaxing comfort. 
Can you resist? 

BEGINNERS & 
IMPROVERS WEEKEND 

in the friendly relaxed atmosphere of a privately 
owned and managed hotel 

May 28-June 1 2004 (4 nights) 
Ho~ted and directed by our resident directors 

John & Lmda Taylor. This is suitable for those learning to 
play bridge and those wishing to improve their bridge 

bidding and play. Weekend includes: 

A seminar on 11Practise your Bidding" 
Tuition as required, assistance on the rules 

Sanctioned by Central American & Caribbean Bridge 
Federatlon.Toumament Direaor John MacGregor 

of bridge and use of bidding boxes 
Lunchtime wine tasting event 
Availability of Master Points 
Partners provided if required 
Bridge licensed by the EBU 

R~bber b~dge players wishing to expand their 
bndge to Include duplicate bridge are welcome 

Open to players of all standards and organised in 
conjunction with The Barbados Bridge League 

This bridge holiday will be hosted by Mark Horton, editor of 
Bridge Magulne and European star Dessy Popova and they 
will hold coaching d inlcs 

Master Polnu aonilable 

Bridge licensed by the EBU 

PRICES FROM £1095 
Full En&tish Brulchst Included 

MORE DETAILS: TEL:OI623 795365 
e-mail: sun.llvlng@virgin.net 

Price £298 per person including all meals 
~~commodation and bridge ' 

Addthonal master points weekend for 2004: 
October 8-10 2004,£168 

For further information please contact: Richard Margaroli 

THE ARDINGTON HOTEL 
STEYNE GARDENS • WORTHING 

AA WEST SUSSEX • BNU 3DZ AA 
~ • Tel: (01903) 230451 *** 
~ www.ardingtonhotel.co.uk mOuaUty SQ)re 
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INTO BATTLE FOR ENGLAND 
THE EDU has named its teams for the 
World and European championships this 
year, as well as the women's team to 
represent England in the Lady Milne five 
nations event in Ballymena next month. 
The selections came at the end of a series 
of testing trials for all the players. 

The open team for the European Teams 
Championship in Malmo, Sweden Oune 
19-July 3) is identical to that for the world 
event except that Price and Simpson are 
first reserves and Bakhshi and Robson 
second reserves. 

the world event, with the exception that 
the reserve pair is Tracy Capal and 
Catherine Draper. 

An England seniors team has also been 
named and this will be John Collings and 
David Jones, Paul Hackett and Tony 
Waterlow, Derek Rue and Keith Stanley. 
Paul Hackett will captain the team, which 
is the same for both the world and 
European events and John Hassett and 
Bill Hirst will be the reserve pair on each 
occasion. 

The England open team for the World 
Teams Olympiad in Istanbul, Turkey 
(October 23-November 6) will be John 
Armstrong and Danny Davies, David Gold 
and Tom Townsend, Jason and Justin 
Hackett. Raymond Brock will be non­
playing captain and David Bum the coach. 
First reserve pair are David Bakhshi and 
Andrew Robson and second reserve pair 
David Price and Colin Simpson. Reserve 
non-playing captain is John Williams. 

For the women's world event the 
England line-up will be Sally Brock and 
Kitty Teltscher, Michelle Brunner and 
Rhona Goldenfield, Heather Dhondy and 
Nicola Smith. Alan Mould will be non­
playing captain and Christine Duckworth 
the coach. Reserve pair are Catherine 
Jagger and Sarah Teshome and John 
Williams is the reserve non-playing 
captain. 

The women's team for the European 
championships is also identical to that for 

England's Lady Milne team to take on 
Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Republic of Ireland is Sally Brock and 
Kitty Teltscher, Heather Dhondy and 
Nicola Smith, Tracy Capal and Catherine 
Draper. 

Green Points 
for Mind 
Sports event 
KEEP writing to your Members 
of Parliament on bridge and 
mind sport issues. That was the 
message of local MP Keith 
Bradley when he opened 
Manchester Bridge Congress. 

There was special point to 
his message because the 2004 
Mind Sports Olympiad, which 
takes place in Manchester from 
August 24-30, features bridge 
in a bigger way than ever 
before. 

The EDU is working in 
partnership with the Mind 
Sports Olympiad to present the 
bridge, which will have Green 
Points at stake and carry a 
prize fund of £5,000. Th at 
should spur a host of leading 
players to take part. 

The hugely popular Mind 
Sports Olympiad encompasses 
more than 30 mind sports, from 
Scrabble to chess. 

~·----~----

Wow! Sim bridge 
players net £41,668 for 

Children in Need 
GOODWILL, plus brilliant bridge clubs, plus technology 
equals £41,668.73 for BBC's Children in Need 

Once again the ECatsBridge team of Anna Gudge and 
Mark Newton ran a four-day simultaneous pairs for 
Children in Need and once again the nation's bridge 
players proved they are great fund raisers for a great cause. 

In total, 12,744 players took part at 336 d ubs over the four 
days. 

Several clubs reported record attendances. Clubs ran 
raffles, persuaded halls to forgo hire charges, found 
sponsors - and the cash total smoothly overtook the 
previous year's figure of £36,712.98. 

Said Anna: 'We would like to thank everyone who 
helped; all the heat organisers (you are a fantastic bunch of 
people) and all those who participated. 

'We hope you will all come and do it again in the autumn. 
The dates are November 15-18 (Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday), with different hands each evening.' 

For more information contact Anna on 01787 881920 or by 
email at anna@ecats.co.uk or go to the website at 
www.ecatsbridge.com and look in the Sims section- it's all 
there. 

Tollemache goes to London 
DESPITE a storming effort by Surrey the 
Tollemache Cup is still in London hands. 

Seven teams contested the final at the 
Coventry Hilton and it was nip and tuck all the 
way, with the tension heightened when the key 
match resulted in Surrey beating London 13-7. 

But even that could not stop David Bum's 
strong team from the capital from going on to 
victory. They beat the other five teams 
comfortably to run up a total of 110vps. 

Surrey, led by non-playing captain Peter 
Bentley, also won five out of six, but their 13-7 

I· defeat by Gloucestershire proved decisive and 
they had to settle for second place on 107vps. 

Cambs and Hunts finished third, losing only 
to the top two teams. 

DiGUSRBRIDGE AP_dl 2004 

Kent were fourth, Gloucestershire fifth, 
Manchester and Merseyside/Cheshire equal 
sixth and Northamptonshire eighth. 

The London team comprised David Bum, 
lan Payn, Nick Sandqvlst, Artur Malinowski, 
David Price, Colin Simpson, Tom Townsend 
and David Gold. Surrey fielded Peter Lee, 
Bob Rowlands, Frances Hinden, Jeffrey · 
Allerton, Graham Osborne, Cameron Small, 
Alex Hydes, Jon Cooke, lan Swanson and Ken 
Ford, with npc Peter Bentley and the Cambs 
and Hunts line-up was Gareth Birdsall, Roger 
Gibbons, Chris Jagger, Catherine Jagger, 
David Kendrick. Jonathan Mestel, lan Pagan 
and Julian Wightwick, with npc Chris 
Larlh~m. 

Top level 
double for 
• • JUniors 
ENGLAND's young players 
came through to win both the 
under 25 Junior Camrose and 
the under 20 Peggy Bayer tiUes 
in the five nations series, played 
this year in Cork. 

The under 25 team of Ed 
Levy, Andrew Woodcock, 
Michael Byrne, Alex Morris, 
Leigh Chapman and Dave 
Cropper, led by non-playing 
captain Mel Starkings, 
comfortably topped the table 
with 155vps. They were 
followed by Wales 125, 
Northern Ireland 110, Scotland 
108 and Republic of Ireland 102. 

In action for England under 
20s were Ollie Burgess, Sarah 
Pinchbeck, Phillip Andrews, 
Michael Graham, John Atthey 
and Laura Macdougal. Phil 
King led the team as non­
playing captain and the result 
was an impressive winning 
total of 164vps. Behind them 
came Northern Ireland 136, 
Scotland 123, Wales 102 and 
Republic of Ireland 62. 

. ....••....••••••.... •••..•....•• . . 
Eastern Counties 
League standings 
NORFOLK lead Division A 
of the Eastern Counties 
League with 107vps. 
Hcrtfordshirc hold second 
place on 97. Division B has 
Hertfordshirc (96) leading 
from Bedfordshirc (77) and 
Division C has Norfolk (87) 
in front from Essex (83), 
with Essex a match in hand. 

. . . . . 

. . •.••••••••......•......•...•..... 
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Excel Bridge 
for the venJ best 
in Luxury Bridge Weekends 

IF you want 
Style & Quality, 
Personal Attention 

and a Friendly Atmosphere: 
Ring for your brochure NOW 

********** 
TnJ one of our Popular 5 uiglrt Breaks/ 

Aldwark Manor Nr YORK 
May 23-28 £335 

The Imperial BARNSTAPLE 
June 27-July 2 £335 

Salston Manor OTTERY ST MARY 
Sept 26-0ct 1 £260 

********** 
Spend Your Bmrk Holiday in Sttjle 

Hellidon Lakes NrDAVENTRY 
April9-12 £235 

Cambridge Belfry Nr CAMBRIDGE 
August 27-30 £235 

********** 
Enjoy a Weekend by tire Seal 
The Imperial HYTHE 
May 7-9/10 & Nov 5-7/8 £179/215 

Portland Heights PORTLAND 
June 11-13/14 £165/195 

The Highcliff BOURNEMOUTH 
November 26-28/29 £190/211 

********** 
Two Comfortable CormtnJ House Hotels 

Avisford Park ARUNDEL 
Apr 23-25/26 & July 16-18/19 £189/214 

Blunsdon House Nr SWINDON 
September 10-12/13 £168/190 

********** 
Riglrt in tire Centre of Town 

The Carlton CHELTENHAM 
Aug 13-15/16 £138/175 

********** 
3 Popular Marston Hotels 

The Stratford Manor STRATFORD 
October 8-10/11 £178/209 

The Royal Hotel WINCHESTER 
October 22-24/25 £166/198 

Oxford Belfry Nr OXFORD 
November 12-14/15 £179/209 

********** 
At all venues there will be a full Bridge Programme 

with cheerful and instructive morning seminars 
********** 

EXCEL BRIDGE 
Osborne House, 14 Elton Road, 

Clevedon, DS21 7RG 
Generous Telephone 01275-872575 
Prizes "Excel for Excellence" 

Bridge 
licensed 
by tile 
EBU 

il 
You are cordially invited to ioin Tfrt , tors of 
TRAVEL PROMOTIONS INTER1 lAl iONAL 

for Bank Holiday Bridge 

FOUR NIGHTS AT BANBURY! 
At Whately Hall Hotel, 28th May- 1st June 

A suptrb Bank Holiday eve11t 1111der tlie dlreclio11 of 
ALAN AND DRENE BROWN 

FOUR NIGHTS AT HINCKLEY! 
At the Hanover International Hotel, 

27tfr-31st August 
Anotfter suptrb Bank Holiday eve11t u11der tlie direction of 

JOHN & MARGARET PYNER 
Each weekend Is priced at £240.00 

Dwbrovnik 
The Pearl of the Adriatic 

Enfoy with us the ancient city of D116rov11lk wlilcfr lras bttn 
perfectly preserved to show t!Je origl11al atmospfrere of tfre 7th 

centuf!l. Explore the cobbled streets a11d alleyways a11d tht 
magnificent, ancient arcflitecture. I st-15t/i October. 

Basic price £603.00. Bridge a11d Social programmes £110.00 

JOHN & MARGARET PYNER will direct. 
ATOL pending. Bridge licensed by the EBU. 

Our hotel venue - The Grand Hotel Park 4• 

A BRIDGE HOLIDAY 
IN ROMAN TURKEY 

Because of the unparalleled success and popularity of 
this holiday, bookings are expected to be heavy and early, 

and we anticipate a great demand for places. 
Our venue will 6e the 5• HOTEL ARUM at Side, 

which has delighted so many of 111 In prevlo11s years. 

The Bridge programmes will he directed 6y 
JOHN & MARGARET PYNER 
DAVID & MARILYN JONES 

Bridge licensed 6fl THE ENGLISH BRJDCE UNION 

Stay for 2 or 4 weeflS. 
8tft-22nd Fe6 or 

22nd Fe6-8th March Whole montfa basic 
S.Uic price £4l 5 00 price £649.00. 
Bridge and Socl~l Bridge and social 

programmes at £ 11 0 00 programmes at 
. £185.00 

~e 
1
°rl&lnators of the Brtdae Holiday as we know it. 

rv "'the Brtdae community over the past 30 years 

TRAVEL PROMOTIONS INTERNATIONAL LTD 
6 BeechwOOd Avenue, London N3 3AX 

Telephone: (020) 8349 4366 



Have a nice day 
AFTER a devastatingly disappointing result in Monte 
Carlo (the England women's team failed to get to the quar­
ter-final by a handful of matchpoints) I was keen to take a 
break. How? A complete rest from bridge? Don't be silly! 
With just three days to unpack, do the washing, ironing 
and stroke the cat I was up in the air again en route for 
New Orleans! 

If you are a keen bridge player and enjoy travelling, a 
trip to a national tournament in the States is a must. They 
say that everything in America Is bigger and better- and 
that is certainly true as far as the organisation of these 
events is concerned. (In New Orleans last November they 

• • • Michelle Brunner 
samples 11ridge 
and hot free11ie 
snacks at the 
American national 
tournament in 
New Orleans 

accommodated 12,400 tables 
over 11 days!). Nationals are 
held three times a year in well­
chosen locations to encourage 
'tourists' and I have to hand it 
to the ACBL- they know how 
to make a bridge event memo­
rable, for all the right reasons. 

I chose to mix just the right 
amount of bridge with sight­
seeing, but for the real enthu­
siast there are organised pairs 
and team games every day for 
the duration from lOam until 
2aml It's pay as you play in 
each session of every event, so 
if you don't qualify for the 
next stage of a major event 
you can opt out without feel­
ing the pinch. There is air con­
ditioning, an abundance of 
directors and administrators, 
spacious playing conditions, 
book stalls, on-site affordable 
refreshments, freebie snacks 
during play and substantial 
hot freebie snacks at night -

phew! No wonder I put on so 
much weight! Add to that the 
numerous attractions in the 
city itself, plus the friendly 
spirit of the occasion, and you 
can see why the nationals are 
so popular. 

If you tire of playing, sight­
seeing, shopping or sun­
bathing you can relax by 
watching a glittering array of 
stars in action. Zia Mahmood, 
Paul Marston, Bob Hamman, 
Benito Garrozzo, Tony 
Forrester, plus many world 
champions past and present; 

the list is endless as top names 
from all around the world 
perennially meet up at these 
competitions. 

I certainly had a wonderful 
time and would whole­
heartedly recommend you try 
it at least once in your lifetime. 

Of course, it takes some 
time to get accustomed to the 
different systems and regula­
tions that are thrust upon you 
- with no notice! The ACBL 
convention card is designed to 
tell you what is alertable and 
when to tell your opponents 
your methods, whether or not 
they ask! If you alert Stayman 
they assume it must be some­
thing else. If you alert above 
3NT they get the police in. 

If you open lNT your part­
ner must verbally announce 
the point range immediately. 

But, heaven forbid if you 

WHEN 2+ WAS BETTER 
THAN A 7¥ SACRIFICE! 
AT Durham Bridge Club (a club where at the 
last round each hand is shuffled separately 
before being replaced) the following hand 

t KJlOxxx ·-. -
• AKQlOxxx 

arrived: 
What do you lead 
against 2+7 

An unlikely situation, 
yes, but this is how it 
came about. 

You are sitting fourth 
in hand gloatins at this Impressive collection (a 
two-loser hand) and wondering whether ~. 
7t or 7+ might make when the bidding is 
opened by dealer with 2+ - explained as a very 
strong hand. Partner passes (not unexpected­
ly!) and a reply of 2+ is heard from your right­
described as a negative. 

All the bridge books confirm that the auction 
will not die at this point and as you play vari­
ous two-suited defence bids all you need is for 
opponents to bid a suit naturally and you can 
begin. 

·-

Dealer passes the 2+ bid! Partner, failing for 
some reason to work out that you have a 7-6 
distribution, also passes and there you are. 

F-NGUSH RRlDGE Aorll2004 

Answer: Leading + A K Q is likely to bring a 
trump promotion for partner, the full hand 
being: 

~-- ~ ------
• Q9xxx 
\' Kxx 
t 109 XXX ·-

. - + t Ax \' AJxxx w E \' Qxxxx 
t AKQJxx t xx 
• XX • JlOxx 

t KjlOxxx ·-. -
• AKQxxxx 
' 

East-West can make 5\' as North cannot lead 
a club, but perhaps they realised that making 
2+ scored better than sacrificing in 7\' over 
North-South's frigid 6t contract. 

John Portwood, Bishop Auckland 

play the multi 2+ convention. 
You need to supply your 
opponents with a comprehen­
sive defence to which they can 
both refer if necessary. When 
my partner John Holland and I 
came up against a pair who 
opened a Multi 2+ against us 
they proffered us a handful of 
pages. 'Thanks very much,' 
we said, 'but we have our own 
defence'. Slightly taken aback 
by our confidence the auction 
continued as follows: 

LHO 
2• 
2+ 
Pass 

John 
Obi 
Obi 

RHO 
2'1 
Pass 

Me 
Pass 
Pass 

The first double showed 
either 13-15 balanced or any 
strong 19+ hand. The second 
double confirmed the latter. I 
held: 

t X X X ,.Q J X + Q X X +K J X X 

So I decided to pass the dou­
ble and take the money. 

After a small hiccup in the 
defence we emerged with only 
+14001 

Acknowledging their 'bot­
tom' graciously our opponents 
commented that they had 
never before been taken for a 
large penalty at the two level. 
Unable to resist the temptation 
I said 'Hmm ... perhaps that's 
because they used your notes!' 
•••..•..•.•.•.. •........••.••..• 
Development Officer -

. Marketing and 
Promotions 
WE are seeking to appoint, as 
soon as possible, a person with 
skills in marketing and 
promotions to work in the EBU 
development departmenl The 
job will be based in Aylesbury, 
but the successful candidate 
will be expected to visit bridge 
clubs and county associations 
to assist in promoting the game 
and marketing activities. 
Further details can be found 
on the EBU website: 
www.ebu.co.uk 
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.. 
MEMBER 

~· .,,.. 1'11"\ Bridge lie n ed 
A ABTA ~ by the ELU 

BRIDGE & BOWLIN G 
LABLE CALL MERCIANt"N'imii~ 

SOME EARLY BOOKING BARGAINS STILL AVAI ·-~~ 

• CANADIAN ROCKIES 
& ALASKA CRUISE 

25 MAY 04-13 NTS 
FROM £1629 PER PERSON 

Join us on a spectacular journey through the Canadian 
Rockies followed by cruising on the Norwegian Sun 
along the coast of Alaska. Starting off in Calgary, driving 
through the beautiful scenery of Banff National Park to 
Vancouver where you join the cruise to Alaska. NCL's 
Norwegian Sun has several restaurants, swimming 
pool, fitness centre, golf driving nets and a variety of 
entertainment as well as good bridge. 

------- --... BANFF NAT I O N A L PAR K 

• SUMMARY FOR 2004 

07 May Hotel Principe Palace, 
Venetian Riviera 

06 May Sheraton Hotel, Cesme 
14 June Guisborough Hall, North Yorkshire 
29 Aug Peebles Hydro, Scotland 
08 Sept Lake Bled, Slovenia 
15 Sept Two Centre Slovenia 
18 Sept Majorca 
24 Sept Hotel Parco del Sole, Sorrento 
Sept Montenegro 
30 Sept RIU Ferrara, Torrox, Spain 
03 Oct Lake Hotel, Killarney 

PLUS MUCH MORE: 
please call Merclan for full details 

• CRUISING: 
TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE! 

29 Mar 04 Cruise South Africa to Southampton 
26 Oct 04 Western Mediterranean 
05 Jan 05 First Leg of the World Cruise 
03 Apr 05 Caribbean to Southampton 
.__ 

• WINTER 2004-2005 

~~I Elite Don Pablo, Torremollnos 31 Oct 04 to 27 Mar 
-~we have a limited number of single rooms without 

supp ement on certain dat b 
selling quickly RIU 8 es- ut hurry, as these are 
27 Mar 05 _ · u ellevue Park, Tunisia 07 Nov 04 to 
number of si~~w All Inclusive" we also have a limited 
dates, but the~ee t~ooms without supplement on certain 
returning to Pia a 0 are selling quickly. We are also 
President Hately 0 ~Arena & San Felipe in Tenerife; 

' u rovnlk and the Haven Hotel, Poole. 

CALL MERCIAN FREE OF CHARGE FOR FULL D 
ETAILS OF OUR HOLIDAYS 
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The inner game of bridge 
WHY is there so little emphasis on the psychology of 
bridge? 

A contestant's state of mind plays a huge part in the 
outcome of most sporting confrontations. The tennis 
player finds the match-clinching game the hardest to 
win. The golfer sailing towards victory makes an 
uncharacteristic mistake on the final hole. 

But if state of mind can impinge on a player's phys­
ical performance how much more important is it in a 
mental, or intellectual game? 

At the higher levels a few bridge teams do employ 
sports psychologists and at international level you 
could argue that this is part of the job of a non-playing 
captain or team coach. But for the average player very 
little seems to be available. 

I recently rediscovered a book first published in the 
1970s called T11e l1111er Game of Te1111is by 
W Timothy Gallwey, who makes the point 
that the player needs to be in the right 
frame of mind. One of the factors that 
makes this so important in bridge is that it 
is a partnership game. The way you react 
can seriously affect partner' s frame of 
mind as well as your own and thus the 
outcome. 

Here is an example from the 2003 EBU 
Autumn Simultaneous Pairs: 

• 63 
\' A73 
• J10842 
+ K65 

• A84 • • KQJ972 
" 964 ~ " 10 
• Q9 WA~ . A763 
• 108432 v • 97 

• 10 5 
\' KQJ852 
t KS 
+ AQJ 

East opens a Benji 2t (I know, I know, 
but this is club bridge!). Partner, who is 
sitting South, in a bit of a quandary, goes 
for 3\f and this is passed out. Ten tricks 
duly roll in and the recriminations start. 
You are still arguing, or at the very least 
thinking about this hand, as you pick up 
the next one. Neither of you is entirely 
focused on the job in hand and it goes 
badly, leading to further discussion. 

Mentally you are in the wrong frame of 
mind. The downward spiral has begun. 
At the end of the evening, as you pick up 
the booklet for the event, you overhear 
your opponents talking about the above 
hand. 

'Had they bid 4\f I would have bid 4t , 
which is only one down.' Partner's bid­
ding has turned what would have been a 
poor board for you into slightly better 
than average. And yet your reaction to this 
has resulted in several poor scores. A sim­
ilar point is made in Andrew Kambite~' 
excellent article in the February 2003 edi­
tion of E11glisl1 Bridge, which ought to be 
required reading for all budding partner­
ships. 

I believe that anything you say about a 
hand during a session Is likely to be detri­
mental to your success. Even if you say, 
'Well played partner!' after they have 

.ENGUSIUUUDGE Aorll 2004 

By Stan Powell 

STAN Powell, from Lechlade, , 
• Gloucestershlre, has for many 
years been Interested In the psy· 
chologfcal aspect of competitive 
sport and In this artlde offers 
some relevant advice to bridge 
players. Stan took up bridge with 
his wife I 0 years ago and Is a 
member of three dubs In 
Gloucestershire and Oxfordshlre. 
He has aiptalned a Gloucester 
dubs league side through from 
division six to the top division, 

·yet considers his main achieve-
ment in the game Is that his wife 
still wants to partner hlml 

played a board brilliantly, the comment is 
likely to have them glowing with pride 
and still thinking about that hand as they 
pick up the next. 

Be in focus 
At any moment the hand you are playing 
should be the focus of your total concen­
tration. 

When we first started to play bridge my 
wife and I had an agreement that the per­
petrator of any adverse comment would 
buy the other a bar of chocolate. We aban­
doned this amid concerns about my wallet 
and my wife's waistline. We now put 20p 
in a charity box for any comment about 
the hands made at the table. Of course, we 
do have an advantage over partners who 
go their separate ways at the end of an 
evening; we can discuss a hand later. 

Only once has the system of fines failed 
us. We were playing rubber bridge with 
some friends when declarer led through 
partner, who trumped before I had, sadly, 
to contribute my ace. As I began an expo­
sition on all that was wrong with the 
world she sat there sweetly totting up the 
comments. 

'And it was obvious that I had ... ' 
'20p' 
'Then I could have ... ' 
'40p' 

At about SOp I reached into my pocket 
and pulled out a fiver. 

'I don't care, this time I am going to 
have my say.' 

Hilarity all round and a thoroughly 
enjoyable social evening. But the point is 
that from a competitive point of view our 
team had completely lost the initiative. It 
is not just what you say, but the way it is 
said that can matter. I am told that some 
top partnerships do not even say 'Thank 
you partner,' when dummy goes down. 
Much better to say nothing, than to snarl 
out a thanks, giving partner the impres­
sion that you feel they have let you down. 

Warm to it 
Returning to the individual, not many of 
us would go straight into an important 
game of golf without a practice swing, or a 
tennis match without a knock-up. Yet vir­
tually all club bridge is played straight in, 
with no practice time. Perhaps clubs 
should arrange for the first couple of 
hands of a session to be purely a warm up. 
Until that happens players need to get 
themselves in the right frame of mind for 
the very first board . 

I would be interested to hear how the 
top players prepare so that they are imme­
diately focussed. In the meantime here is 
another of Gallwey's tennis tips that I 
have found useful when transferred to the 
bridge table. Force yourself to suspend 
judgement on the last hand, your part­
ner's efforts and, just as important, how 
you are playing, and this will help you 
concentrate on the job at hand and 
improve your results. 

Undoubtedly the secret of success in 
any game lies in not trying too hard. In 
this context nervous energy can be counter 
productive. When I first started playing 
club bridge I felt so wound up that I 
would get tired half way through an 
evening. Results were noticeably worse 
for the latter part of a session. This was 
even more marked at Green Point one day 
events, where about seven hours of con­
centration is required. 

I have found that not discussing the 
hands means that you chat about other 
things. This makes it easier to relax 
between matches and to concentrate when 
it matters. 

Finally I would like to return to Timothy 
Gallwey's book and attempt to translate 
the wisdom therein to our game of bridge. 
The way to play this game is with yourself 
and your partner in a state of relaxed con­
centration. 

Hopefully this article may prompt some 
comments on the psychology of the sport 
from its toughest competitors. Then we 
may all really learn a thing or two! 

Useful reading: 
• T11e Inner Game of Tennis, W. T~mothy 
Gallwey, Pan Books 1974. 
• Building tile Perfect Partners/rip, Andrew 
Kambites, E11glis/J Bridge February 2003 
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2-415 EASTBOURNE Hydro Hotel £177/£235 lb 

9-12 (&seer) SALISBURY Red Lion Hotel £245 hb 

16-18119 HOVE Dudley Hotel £1691£215 hb 

23-25 CHESTER Queen Hotel £1691b 

25-29 EASTBOURNE Hydro Hotel £269 hb 

1-4 (Bri HolXby) PETERSFIELD Southdowns Hotel £235 hb 
7-9/10 SHREWSBURY Lion Hotel £159/£219 hb 
7-9/10 WORTHING (Singles) Berkeley Hotel £159/£205 hb 

for anyont on thtir own, r>f any ogt 

21-23124 EASTDOURNE Hydro Hotel £177/£235 lb 
28-31 (B:InklloiW)') LLANDRINDOD WELLS Metropole Hotel £219 hb 

Tontine Hotel £479bb 
Grosvenor Hotel £239 bb 

LE TOUQUET, FRANCE Park Plaza GI'1Uid Hotel £595 bb• 
•inc C'QT frrry 

6-9 THORPENESS nr Aldeburgh Thorpeness Hotel £22S hb 
12-16 HOVE Dudley Hotel £275 hb 
23-25126 WORTHING (Singles) Berkeley Hotel £159/£205 hb 

for anyont on tlrtir o"·n, of any ogt 

25-30 BUXTON Lee Wood Hotel £369 hb 

AUGUST 
9-12 JRONBRIDGE Valley Hotel 
13-15 COTSWOLDS Unicorn Inn, Stow-on-the Wold £159 hb 
22-25 CAMBRIDGE Gonville Hotel £239 bb 
28-31 CBIIIkllolidlly) WORmiNG Berkeley Hotel 
31-3 Sep THORPENESS nr Aldeburgb (Golf/Bridge) 

SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER 
Hove, Worthing, Cambridge, Llondrindod Wells, 
Dournemouth, Stratford-on-Avon, Golwoy (lrelond), 
Eastbourne, Petersfield, Jersey, Alfrlston, Salisbury, 
Shrewsbury, BoUle ond Chester. 

CHIUSTIVIAS & NE\\' YEAR 
ALGARVE PORTUGAL s• Marlnhotel, VUamoura 

Cbristmu 7 nlabts £735 New Year 7 nights £759 
Cbristmu It New Year 14 nights £1295 

includes half boanfllld flights from most UK alrpons (......,......may IIFFPIJ) 
Aacnt for wcr pic ATOL 0749 

WORmiNG, SUSSEX Berkeley Hotel 
24 Dec 4 nlahts £389 30 Dec 3 ni&hts £289 24 Dec 9 niahts £729 

Includes all mcols- no single supplement 

For full detulls please telephone 
Susan Levene (01273·734305) or PhUip Dunn (01902·331725) 

Email: SusanSelect@aol.com or Rattyd@ukonllne.co.uk 
Fox: 01273-702256 

DRIOOE UCENSED DY TilE EDU PARTNERS OUARAN1EED _ 
PRIZES - MASTER POINTS 
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... , •• t.++t•++t¥ 4 
:• ;.; ... FOR THE BEST 
• JOHN BEARD BRIDGE HOLIJJ \YS 
+ DE LA JIAY AVENUE, PLYMOUTH, DEVON J J 411S 
• 13• TEL & FAX: (01752) 221072 t 
~ Email: jbeanlhols@nol.com + 
• Website: www.geodtJes.com/jbenrduk2 

• • 
MASTER pOINTS BRIDGE LICENSED BY THE EBU 

•••••••• 
APRIL 2004 EASTER BREAK • 

+ 9th-12th April 2004 
Corus Wanvfck Hotel Near WARWICK 

+ £219 FIB 4 Days N~ single ro~m ~upplement 
• Close to Warwick, Leammgton and ~mmngham :-ideally t 

• • 
~ 

• 

situated to explore the surroundmg countryside. f. ........ ~ 
23rd-2Sth April4 Star i 

Sloughl\\"mdsor Marriott Hotel 
£174 FIB No single room supplement 

With a superb leisure club wi~ extensive facilities for 
you to enJoy. 

• + 

• • ••••••• 
• 14th-16th May Mendips House Hotel FROME, + 
•~ Somerset £157 FIB No single room supplement + 
• This hotel is set in 35 acres of landscaped gardens 

overlooking the Mendip Hills . • •••••••• 
• 10th-12th Sept Ramada Jarvis Hotel, Redboum : •i Demel Hempstead £141 FIBonrd 
• No single room supplement 

• • 
~ 

• 
Set in 6 acres of landscaped gardens and woods, 

this stylish hotel is conveniently located just 5 miles + 
from Hemet Hempstead. f. 

•••••••• 24th-26th Sept 
• The Thistle Golden Valley, Cheltenham 
• . £151 FIBoard £10 single room supplement + 
~ Th1s modem hotel is situated in its own grounds on the edge + 
• of Cheltenham in the hean of the Cotswolds. ~ 

• •••••••• • 
• lst-3rd October • 

4 star Slough/Windsor Marriott Hotel 
-ti Slough £174 FIBoard No single room supplement f• 
-t With a superb leisure club with extensive tt • • 

facilities for you to enjoy. • 

•••••••• • 
•~ 10th-15th October + 
-t The 3 star Grosvenor Hotel Bournemouth ,. 
• £2~9 Demi-pension No single :.Oom supplement • 
• Des1~ne~ for relaxation with indoor facilities and indoor 

swtmmmg pool plus its charming restaurant and high • 
standards of food. + ········ ~ + 22nd to 24th October • 

• £~ ;otters Heron Hotel, Near Winchester • 
~ The h ~II ~oa!"'i. N~ single room suppleme~t + 
-t baseo~el With ~ts dJsiJncttve gabled thatch roof is an 1deal .., 

• • 
rom Wh1ch to explore nearby Winchester with iiS "' 

famous cathedral. • 

•••••••• • 
•~ 12th-14th November + 
-t £15~e Mendips House Hotel, Frome tt 
• This hotel is IB~ard No single room supplement . ~ 
• lng the Me:~ 10 ~.S ~cres of landscaped gardens overloo~· • 
• tp H•lls 10 a magnificent rural setting on the + 
-t outskirts of Frome. t 

• Christmas Ext • • 'I • + + 'I • r ~ 
• 23rd to 28th n:;aganza & New Year Spectac: • 

Renaissance H 2~ 2?th Dec to 2nd Jan 2 ' 
• town Within nt' otel, Reactmg IS situated in the heart of the + 
• ping centre pltnutes Walk of the fabulous new Orncle shDP" t 
•• t + t • us a fully equipped health and leisure centre·~~ 4 

··········~··~~ 



WINNERS AND LOSERS 

Putting on the squeeze 
DO squeezes frighten you to 
death? There are huge num­
bers of them, with sophisticat­
ed and exotic names. Most of 
them have virtually no rele­
vance to practical declarer 
play, but some of the simpler 
types occur over and over 
again. They do not require 
great technical sophistication 
and this chapter aims to 
explain, in a practical way, 
how you can squeeze oppo­
nents with very little effort or 
knowledge. 

In the first hand you are in 
7NT. North leads ~J. How 
should you play? 

743 
AKQ 

t AK6 
• 765 
+ AKQ2 
• 842 [~~3Q 2 

----------------~ 
With 12 top tricks you need 

to make either the ~ or +2.. A 
3-3 break in either suit will 
suffice. Even if both suits 
break 4-2 you can succeed if 
the same opponent has 4 cards 
in each red suit. You start by 
cashing six black suit tricks. 
Now each player has seven 
cards, so if the same defender 
started with four cards in each 
red suit he must have relin­
quished his hold on one of 
them. 

How much mental effort is 
involved? Being lazy I would 
watch for discards of just one 
of the suits, maybe the hearts. 
Having cashed six black suit 
tricks I would continue with 
• A K Q. Dy this time I would 
know if ~ was a winner. If 
not, I would cash the dia­
monds and hope for the best. If 
I had to play +2 at trick 13 I 
wouldn't even need to know 
whether or not it is a winner. I 
rather enjoy the expressions on 
the defenders' faces when the 
+2 turns out to be a winner and 
I innocently express surprise. 

Bidding principles 

NEXT Issue watch for the 
start of a new series by 

Andrew Kambltes 
on Bidding Principles 

.I 
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by 
Andrew 
Kambites 

* The second hand is a simple 
downgrading of the first 
hand. You have one fewer 
winner, but you require one 
fewer trick. You are playing in 
6NT and the lead is ~J. Do you 
think the play is the same? 

• Q 4 3 
• AKQ2 
• 7 4 3 
+ AK 3 

t AK6 J • 765 
+ AKQ2 
• 8 4 2 

Suppose you cash your five 
black suit winners, ignoring 
South, who has retained his 
clubs, but otherwise hardly 
matters. The remaining cards 
are: 

+ -
• J1064 
• }1086 ·-. - +-

• AKQ2 • 765 
• 743 
+3 

+ AKQ2 
+8 

There has been no squeeze. 
Now look at the same dia­

gram with +3 missing from 
West's hand and +8 missing 
from East's hand. East and 
West have seven cards each. 
North has eight cards, clearly 
impossible. North will have 
already been squeezed. 
Indeed the position will be 
exactly the same as in our first 
7NT contract. The squeeze 
works if you take t A at trick 
one and immediately duck a 
club. 

This is not technically com­
plicated. You just need gener­
al principles. You have 11 
tricks. You need 12 tricks. You 
can afford to lose one trick. 
Any squeeze is more likely to 

work if you have already lost 
that trick. Therefore I give it 
up as soon as is convenient in 
order to tighten the noose 
around the unfortunate 
defender's neck. Ducking the 
club is called 'rectifying the 
count'. 

* Often running a long suit can 
produce unexpected results. 
In the next example West is in 
3NT and North leads t K. You 
allow the defenders to win the 
first two tricks and win t A at 
trick three, discarding •6 from 
dummy. It looks as though 
you can just take seven more 
top winners and then sink 
under a barrage of spades, but 
look at the effect of running 
your clubs. 

t KQJ11~9 
• KQ 3 
+ A93 
• 83 : ::: : ~~td 

t KQJ10 t 74 
+ AH ~KQJ1072 

North needs to find four 
discards. Throwing two dia­
monds and •3 causes no pain, 
but what then? If North dis­
cards a second heart your •1 
becomes a winner, so North 
can only discard a spade. 
Now it is safe for you to drive 
out +A. 

Once again there is nothing 
advanced about this. When 
you are short of tricks it often 
pays to run your long suit, 
providing you have easy dis­
cards from your hand. You 
can comfortably discard hvo 
hearts and a diamond. Here it 
just falls into your lap, 
whether or not you under­
stand what you are doing. 

For the final hand again you 
are in 3NT, with North 
leading t K. You correctly 
allow this to hold and North 
switches to +9. How should 
you play? 

t A J S 

t K Q 1032 
• A J 4 
+ A Q 9 
• 97 

t 9 4 
• 62 
• 102 

• K Q 73 
+ KJ43 
• 54 + A K QJ 1032 

Do you think it is appropri­
ate to run your dubs? What 
five discards do you intend to 
make from your hand? 

Now I don't know whether 
or not you can succeed by run­
ning the dubs immediately . 
Experience warns me that 
with North discarding after 
you, the endgame will tum 
out to be very complicated. If I 
were conscientious I would 
provide you with a detailed 
analysis, but I have hvo rea­
sons for not doing so. 

(1) This article is meant to be 
practical and not too compli­
cated. 

(2) I am lazy and such an 
analysis would be a total 
waste of effort. You can make 
the contract trivially by dri­
ving out • A at trick hvo. I 
have no great interest in 
inflicting a suicide squeeze on 
my own hand and then seeing 
whether I can recover from my 
own incompetence. 

So what is the purpose of 
this hand? Merely to show you 
that a little knowledge can be a 
dangerous thing. You should 
not imagine that you could 
mindlessly run a long suit 
without consequences. You 
need to understand the hvo 
vital differences behveen these 
last two hands: 

In the first one there was no 
simple way of making my con­
tract. In the second one, there 
was a very simple way. 

In the first one I could easily 
find the necessary discards 
from my hand. In the second 
one I couldn'L 
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ALL the deals this time come from the 
2003 Bermuda Bowl in Monaco. Will EBU 
members, practising their bidding by the 
fireside, be able to outbid potential world 
champions from Italy, USA and Sweden? 
Let's see! 

The first deal is from a keen encounter 
between Sweden and Norway. Responder 
has to judge a powerful hand opposite a 
1NT opening. 

1. Game all. Dealer East. 

t 432 
'I Q5 2 
+ A 10 8 6 
• 1098 

t K105 A t AQ9 
'I KJ10 98 6 4~.1[\. 'I A3 
+ - "V_AV' + KQJ74 
+ KQ 7 Y + 6 4 2 

t J 8 7 6 
., 7 
• 95 32 
+ AJ53 

West North East South 
Morath Brogtltmd Gustawsson Saelensminde 

INT (15-17) Pass 
2+ Pass 2• Pass 
3• Pass 3+ Pass 
4+ Obi Pass Pass 
Rdbl Pass 4+ Pass 
4NT Pass s• Pass 
6• Pass Pass Pass 

The usual meaning of West's 3'1 is to 
show six hearts and invite game. The 
Swedes, however, play it as forcing, set­
ting the suit and inviting a cue bid. (In a 
standard system you can use 1NT - 3'1 to 
have this meaning.) 

Over Morath's cue bid in diamonds 
Brogeland stepped In for Norway with a 
lead-directing double. When the oppo­
nents make such a move you can tum it to 
your advantage. Gustawsson would have 
redoubled If he held the +A himself. 
Instead he passed, to allow partner to clar­
ify the nature of his diamond control. 
Morath's redouble confirmed that he had 
first-round control. Since East held +K Q J 
himself, it was reasonable to assume that 
West had cue-bid a void and North had 
doubled with the +A. 

After a spade cue bid from East, West 
bid Roman Key-card Blackwood (know­
ing that partner did not have the +A) and 
settled In 6'1. It was not a good slam and 

duly went down. Even if the \'Q had fa~l­
en in two rounds, declarer would still 
have needed to avoid two club losers. East 
should surely not have cue b~d 4t with ~o 
many points wasted oppos1te partner s 
diamond void. At the other table Helgemo 
and Helness bid 1NT- 2+ - 2'1 - 4+ (splin­
ter) - 4'1. 

Awards: 4'1 -10, 5'1 - 8, 3NT -7, 6\' - 5. 

WE move swiftly on to another slam 
deal, this time from the encounter 
between USA 1 and Australia. The 
American pair produced an ugly, but 
instructive, sequence to a very poor spot. 

2. East-West game. Dealer East. 

t AKQJ2 ~ t 1085 
'I A93 \' KQ7 
+ A109 \~ + K6 
+ A3 Y + 010652 

West East 
Frmnan Nickell 

Pass 
2+ 2NT 
3+ 6+ 
7+ 

Nickell's 2NT response showed around 
8-11 points and a balanced hand. What 
should he ~id next, would you say, when 
partner reb1ds 3t ? 

If you play ace-and-king (Italian) cue 
bidding, the answer Is easy. You rebid 4+ 
agreeing spades and showing the ace 0 ; 

ki~g of diamonds. If partner continues 
w1th ~'1, you can go past game with a 5., 
";;e b1d. Nickell took the simple view that 
h1s partner had a big spade hand on which 
he had forced to game. So, two kings and 
h':'o queens should produce the extra two 
tricks needed to bump 10 to 12. He leapt to 
6t on the second round and F 

. d t 7 Th . reeman raise .o .t . e requtred miracle in the 
club su1t dtd not materialise and th 
went one down. e grand 

The first time I looked at this d al 
thought 'What an absurd leap to 6t~ H~ 

COVER PICIURE AN ex~ de»e of glamour Is brought to the En d • 
team With the flrst·tlme selection or Manch &Wl Women s 

ester's T"'""" r~--• for the five nations Lady Milne Trophy 1 N rth · -, --.-
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Tracy Is no shrinking violet and every IWr . 
and every flngemall dratn~tlally decorated (';11 be In plice 
StGeorge's fla&) when she goes Into "'--• f rom shimroc:k to 

'I' d UoiUIO or her eoun.... m so prou to be In the team and lfl --·w,. 
more confident tNt I will play my best.' look my best I feel 
paired for the series with Kent's ~Tracy, who Is 
virtUally a brand new pat1nershlp. Draper In what Is 

partner w.as certain to bid the gr<~nd, hold. 
ing all ftve key cards and the trump 
queen.' When I looked again I ~till thought 
that 6~ was a poor bid. Howe\·cr, 1 asked 
myself why West thought that a pa:.~ 
partner, with a balanced hand, could fill 
all five gaps in his own hand. I concluded 
that West, strange as it seems, should not 
have raised to the seven level. 

At the other table Fruewirth and Dd 
Monte conducted a seven-round, mo~ 
dignified, auction that eventually mp: 
into 6~ for a big swing to Austra ltd. The:r 
auction was 2+ - 2+, 2NT- 3~ (hre-card 
Stayman), 3~ - 4+, 4\' - 4~, 5~ - 5Y, ~ -
6~. All the non-spade bids from the sec· 
ond round onwards were ace-or-~ing cue 
bids. 

Awards: 6~ - 10, 6NT - 6, games-t 
grands-1. 

TiiE third deal comes from the rounJ 
robin clash between USA 1 and USA l 
Let's see how superstars Meckstroth and 
Rodwell cope with it. 

3. Love all. Dealer East. 

• Kl08 72 A t A6S 
'I A 7 ..,o,..'Y~ \' Q 3 
+ AK }1053 ~A.'-&' + Q742 
• - V + AQ62 

West E.lst 
Meckstrotll Rodu'tll 

!NT 
2+ 2NT 
3+ 4t 
4• s• 
7+ 

Rodwell opened a 14-16 point lNT ~ 
2t was minor suit Texas. The 2.NT rein 
merely indicated a minimum hand a:: 
M~troth's 3t showed a long di~rnohiS 
sutt. Rodwell agreed diamonds wtth ( f 
4+ bid and his partner's 4' was~ 
cour~!) a Roman Key-card Bladn 
enqutry. 'll 

The four-step 5+ response showed~ 
aces and the diamond queen. Meeks uld 
could tell that partner' s ace of clubs wo t-Ie 
provide a discard for his heart Joser. uJd 
now needed to know whether ~ere"'~· 
b~ a loser in spades. The famth~r rn thP 
ntsrn that he used to invesllgate us 
should act as a confidence booster 10

¢ 
all. He punted a grand and waited~ the 
what spade holding would appear 
du~rnyl .x7 [\o. 

Dtd dummy have a useful t A 1eJI(iid 
Did dummy have an even more spt }Ia'~ 
t A-Q-x? No. Did dummy at leas ... 



+A-J-x, giving declarer a finesse for the 
grand slam? No. Did dummy have a use­
less A-x-x in the spade suit, but the grand 
made anyway because the +Q J fell 
doubleton? Yes! 

In fact, Bobby Wolff sat South, playing 
for USA 2, and led a deceptive +J from 
Q·J doubleton. Rodwell won with 
dummy's king, drew trumps and then 
dropped the spade queen with the ace. It 
was hardly possible that South would 
have led fromJ-9 doubleton (when the +10 
would have pinned the nine on the second 
round). 

Awards: 6+ -10, 6+ -7, 6NT/games- 4, 
grands-2. 

WE move now to the semi-final contest­
ed between the two American teams. The 
next deal had a Mollo-esque touch to it, as 
you will see. 

4. North-South game. Dealer West. 

t A1076 
• Q832 . -+ AQ852 

t QB ~ t KJ9 
\' 5 ~ \' A10974 
+ AKJ9762 \A_~t 1085 
+ K96 Y + }10 

Wnt 
5JJIOUVly 
1+ 
3+ 
3NT 

t 5432 
\' KJ6 
+ ou 
• 743 

North 
Wilthwsky 
Obi 

East 
Hamman 
t• 

Pass 3+ 
Pass Pass 

South 
Daub 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 

I 

The first point to note is that East's 1\' 
response should be forcing. The modem 
style is to ignore the double, so 1\' has 
exactly the same meaning that it would 
have if North had not doubled. The next 
point is that East's 3+ does not promise 
four spades. West has denied four spades 
with his 3+ rebid, so there cannot be a 4-4 
spade fit. The 3t bid shows a spade stop­
per, but insufficient strength in clubs to 
bid 3NT. With a dub stopper himself, 
Soloway was able to bid 3NT and the 
superb 22-point game had been reached. 

Wildavsky led a club, won in the 
dummy, and a diamond to the ace 
revealed the 3-0 break. Soloway crossed to 
the \'A, finessed in diamonds and had 
nine tricks. It's true that a heart lead 
would have beaten him, even if he was 
inspired enough to finesse in diamonds, 
but this was very unlikely after East had 
bid hearts. 

This was the other auction: 

Wrst North Eut South 
MD~ Rodu.'tll Wolff Mtcbtroth 
1+ Obi 1" 1+ 
3+ Obi Pass 3NT 
Pass 4. Obi Pass 
Pass P;~ss 
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. 
Meckstroth went only one down and it 

was Simps to USA 1. 'Strange hand,' said 
Oscar the Owl. ' USA 1 bid freely to 3NT at 
both tables!' 

Awards: 3NT -10, 5+- 6, part scores- 4. 

We will end with two big deals from the 
final, between Italy and USA 1. 

5. Love all. Dealer West. 

t A 10975 A t KQ8 4 
\' A7 /.Y/.\.. 'I OJ 
+ AK732 ~.A.~ + 10 
+ 1 Y + KJ6 5 3 2 

West 
Fanton/ 
1+ 
2+ 
3+ 
46 
4" 
5+ 

Eut 
NuntS 
26 
36 
3+ 
4+ 
4+ 
6+ 

The key point of the auction was that 
the 2+ response was forcing to game in 
the Italians' system. Just look at the huge 
amount of information that this allowed 
them to exchange. West had space to rebid 
his diamonds, East showed primary spade 
support and three (Italian, of course!) cue 
bids were exchanged below the game 
level. 

Nunes then signed off in 4+, leaving any 
further move to his partner. Fantoni 
judged that he was worth one further 
move and cue bid his second control in the 
diamond suit. That was enough to prompt 
Nunes into bidding the small slam. A fine 
exchange of values and controls, leading 
to a sound contract that was easily made 
when Meckstroth (North) led the + A. 

At the other table Nickell opened U 
and Freeman responded 2NT to show a 
game raise hand in spades. After further 
exploratory bids (3+ - 3'1 - 4+ ) Freeman 
bid 4+. The Vugraph commentators were 
confident that Nickell would bid on, as his 
Italian counterpart had done, but he 
passed and lost his team llimps. 

Awards: 6t -10, 5t/4t - 6, 3NT- 5. 

Our fmal board is one of those that set 
the Americans on the road to recovery, 
eventually dosing a big deficit to win on a 
nail-biting last board. 

6. Love all. Dealer East. 

+ 9 
'I A Q 862 
• 10 7 
+ AK643 

West 

A t A10 86 
/.J..,Yh\... \' K 10 s 4 
'V".A.~ + A Q 9 

y + 10 9 

East 
Hamman Sol=y 

tNT 
2+ 2" 
2+ 3" 
4+ 4+ 
4• 4NT 
5+ 5+ 
5+ 6" 

Paul Soloway opened with a weak lNT 
(Yes, an American opened a weak no trump 
-it's not a misprint!). When Bob Hamman 
made a transfer response of 2+, Soloway 
did not rate his hand as strong enough for 
a break. In standard bidding West would 
now continue with 3+ , game forcing, to 
show the second half of his two-suiter. 
Hamman preferred an artificial 2t , which 
merely set up a game force. Soloway 
showed genuine heart support and a series 
of cue bids followed. 4NT was a general 
cue bid, not Blackwood, and West's 5+ 
showed a second control in dubs. 

The resultant heart slam was an excel­
lent contract and was easily made when 
trumps broke 2-2. If the trumps divide 3-1 
you need the dubs to be 3-3 or the dia­
mond finesse to succeed. 

At the other table Nunes and Fantoni, 
for Italy, missed the slam when Rodwell 
(South) intervened over the weak 1NT 
with a borderline ASTRO-type bid. 

Awards: 6\' -10, 5'1/4'1 - 6, 7'1/3NT- 5. 

Our experts end with three bulls-eyes, 
but score a total of only 38 points, giving 
you a solid chance to beat them. I'm sure 
we can extract some worthwhile tips from 
the deals. 

Tips to Remember 
* The purpose of a splinter bid Is to tell your partner 'I am not ltrOnJ enoup for a slam 
unless you have a suitable holdlnt opposite my lhonap'. Malee such a bid when you have the 
values for pme, but little extra (about 11-14 points faclnta one-bid). Hyour hanclls stronpr, 
chooH a different sequence to find out more about partner's hand. 

* When the opener has bid and rebid a minor auk. a HCOnd auk bid by the rwponc1er lhould 
be taken Initially u lhowint a stopper rather than a p nulne auk. For aample. In the 
sequence I+ - It, l + - 3¥ the responder does not promise four hearts. He may be hopin1 to 
hear JNT, or delayed spade support. 

* More and more players are adopdnt the Italian cue-blddlntltyle. where you cue bid equally 
on aces anclldnp. Why not Jive k a tryl One bit advantate Is that when your partner bypass­
es a IUit In the cue blddlnJ, you know he has two top losers there. Also, you don't wute space 
when one of you has to leap several bids to show hll only ace, or to 11tn off with no ace.. 

* When a cue bid II doubled, for a lead, you lhould make use of a redouble - either by the 
partner of the cue bidder, or (alter a pus) by the cue bidder hlmlelf. A redouble by the cue 
bidder will confirm that he has lint-round control. 
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Menorca 
Once More 
HOTEL S'ALGAR, MENORCA - 8th-22nd October 2004 
The Hotel S' Algar is so popular with bridge players that we're going 
back to Menorca for the thirty-third time in October 2004. Bridge is 
licensed by the EBU and master points awarded at all sessions. 
Prizes will be presented to the winners of all events. Choice of 
apartments or hotel rooms. Director Graham Hedley. 

Price from £829.00 includes air travel; airport taxes; insurance; 
transfers from airport to resort; full board; full bridge programme; 

prizes; and special events as 
specified. 
£75.00 single 
supplement. 

Magical 
Madeira 

PESTANA BAY HOTEL nr FUNCHAL - 15th-29th November 2004 
Martin and Judy's first holiday at the Pestana Bay was generally 

reckoned to have been first class. 
Not surprisingly, they'll be going 
back again in 2004. 
Spectacularly situated on one of 
the island's beachfront sites. 
Praia Formosa. this four star 
hotel offers mainly sea view 
twin bedrooms with balconies. 

Bridge is played in the comfort of an air­
conditioned room and is under the friendly direction of Graham 
Hedley ably assisted. as always. by his wife Berry. 
Cost £869.00 includes half board. bridge fees. entertainment. transfers 
and airport duties. Single supplement £129.00. Price based on Gatwick 
but with nine other airports available at a supplement. 

Vilamoura Value 
HOTEL ATLANTIS - 27th January -10th February 2005 
Our first four Vilamoura ventures have been sell-out successes and 
we're already taking bookings for 
2005. The hotel. the service, the 
facilities and the bridge are a huge 
hit with our guests and Graham 
Hedley is again our bridge director. 

The cost of this holiday is from 
just £829.00 which includes full 
board. bridge fees and transfers. 

Full details, brochures and booking forms for all the 
above holidays from: Martin Holcombe at 
FIRST FOR BRIDGE 
4 The Lyes. Congresbury, Bristol BS49 5HF 
Tel: 01934 876500, Fax: 835819. Mobile: 07771 901579 

UK Bridge Bret: 
at Thistle Hotel 
CARDIFF, BRISTOL and CHELTENHAM 
In addition to the established Cardiff New Year event 
Judy have organised breaks in Bristol and Cheltenharr • 
to requests from their holiday guests for more bridge eve 

s 

1anc 
Ponse 

'1eUK 

CARDIFF NEW YEAR Thu 30th Dec 2004 - Sun 2nd Jan 2005 
We are returning to the superb Cardiff Thistle for 
this event where guests can 
expect traditional hospitality in 

a congenial 
~.---...,. setting. 

Martin and 
Judy will be on 
hand throughout 
the break to 

ensure everyone has an enjoyable time 
Director Graham Hedley. 
Located in the heart of Cardiff, this Victorian hotel has 

been beautifully restored to offer luxury with sophisticatiOn ard 
provides high standards of service. Half board. full Welsh afternoon 

tea. and all bridge fees. Five course gala New Year's eve dinna 
cocktails. champagne. piper. entertainment £299.00* per person. · 

BRISTOL Weekend 18th-20th March2005 
This distinguished Victorian 4· 
star hotel is situated in the heart 
of a busy commercial city. Its 
luxurious 182 en-suite bedrooms 

1 are designed and furnished for 
maximum comfort. The Hotel 
recently opened the Otium Health 

1 
• • • and Leisure Club, the largest hot~ 

elsure complex Within the city centre. 
~ost per ~erson half board £149.00* for two nights plus four 

sessions of bndge. Director Andrew Kambites. 

C~ELTENHAM 5 nights 30th May - 4th June 2005 
This modern hotel is situated in its 
own grounds on the edge of 
Cheltenham in the heart of th 
~ots~olds, just one mile fro~ 
~nctl?n 11 of the M5. All 122 
n-s~lte bedrooms are furnished 

to hlg~ standards and all include 
satellite TV t h . d • rouser press -
air. ryer plus tea and coff , ... ~~ 

makmg facilities Th . ee 
weather tenni · ere IS an Otium Leisure Club and two al~ 
nights. Direct:r : udrts. Cost per person half board £339.00* for~ 

n rew Kambites. 

*Umited number of . 
Single rooms available without supplement 

keep up to d t . ws " loggi- 1 e With all the latest First for Bridge ne 
-.onto our w b . . ~ E-mail- infoCbr' e ane at www.bridge-hohd 

ulge-holidays.com ....... ....,. ~· 
Siualtafllllya IJd. ~by Celtc lft TIMILIII. ATIX. Na: 1111,.,.. ~~ ~ 
..... Na: ctnl. t.AadeQ tlllidly ~ted by AIWU tiJidiYS 



THERE are many deals on which it is nec­
essary for the defence to switch the point 
of attack in the hope that it will provide 
them with the winners they require to 
defeat a contract. There are also many 
deals on which the distribution is such 
that even when partner holds the high 
cards you are looking for it is best to play 
passively and wait for those tricks to come 
to you rather than make a switch that may 
work to declarer's advantage. Countless 
contracts are allowed to make when a 
defender fails to count out the distribution 
and gets too busy. 

+ 1084 
• AK 
• J73 
+ A 10963 

t AKQ2 
• Q8642 
• Q6 
+ KQ 

.-6 t J65 

~0 : ~9854 
v • 8742 

t 973 l 
" J 10 9 7 3 ' . 
+ A102 
+ J5 

West led the ace and another club 
against 4• , East petering to show an even 
number of clubs. When declarer played a 
heart, West won and cashed the second 
heart Now he reasoned that the spades 
were dividing evenly for declarer so he 
had better switch to a diamond to get any 
defensive tricks that were available in that 
suit before they disappeared. Declarer 
decided that West would not have Jed 
away from the king of diamonds at this 
point so played low from dummy and 
East's king lost to the ace, destroying the 
defensive diamond trick. 

The evidence of the first few tricks 
should have told West that declarer had 
started with five hearts and two clubs. 
That leaves him with six cards between 
spades and diamonds and however those 
cards are distributed between the two 
suits there can be no useful discards for 
declarer. The passive exit with a spade 
leaves declarer powerless to avoid an 
eventual diamond loser. 

t Q94 
" 10986 
• Q107 
• J85 

t J10875 
\' AQ 
t A853 
• Q3 

*
; ;5432 
t 94 
• 1097642 

t AK632 
\' KJ 
t KJ62 
• AK 

Despite the duplication and mirror dis­
tribution, 6t appeared to be an excellent 
contract until the 3-0 trump split came to 
light. Declarer won the heart lead and 
cashed two top trumps, then the rest of the 
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hearts and clubs before exiting with a 
spade to the queen . 

If West panics and switches to a dia­
mond, he gives the contract. However, this 
is only a pseudo endplay. Declarer has 
given the defence an opportunity to make 
a mistake, but a little basic arithmetic 
should allow West to see the true situa­
tion. Declarer must be the same 5-2-4-2 
distribution as dummy; otherwise he 
would have eliminated the clubs and 
hearts before exiting with the spade. In 
that case a ruff and discard will not help 
declarer and West can be assured of 
defeating the contract by playing either a 
club or a heart now and leaving declarer 
to pick up the diamonds - which he 
cannot do, of course. 

Count signals can resolve some other­
wise almost impossible decisions. 

t 93 
" Jl0875 
t K3 
+ AJ63 

t AQJ 
" 9632 
t QJ10 
• 1042 

... t 107652 

~0 : ~652 
v +Q97 

tK84 
• AQ4 
t A974 
+ K85 

South opens 1NT (15-17) and is raised to 
game. West leads a low heart to the king 
and ace and declarer crosses to dummy by 
leading a spade to the queen. East following 
with the two. Now declarer runs ~ East 
playing the six, and West wins the king. 

If West believes that declarer has nine 
tricks ready to run his only hope of defeat­
ing the contract is to switch to a low club, 
playing partner for king to three. On the 
layout above the club switch would solve 
all of declarer's problems. How is West to 
know what to do? If the partnership plays 
count signals on declarer's lead West can 
count declarer's winners. East showed an 
odd number of spades, and that is likely to 
be five, leaving declarer with three tricks 

there. East appears to have begun a high­
low signal in diamonds, showing four, 
and again leaving declarer with three win­
ners. Declarer is known to hold •o to go 
with the ace he won at the first trick. but 
that only gives him eight winners. 
Accordingly, there is no need to make the 
desperation switch to a club at this stage 
and West should just clear the heart suit. 
Leave declarer to do his own work and he 
may well go down, though it is true that 
he can succeed via a squeeze and end play 
against West if he reads the end position . 

Now change the above hand slightly, so 
that declarer has a fifth diamond. He will 
play the same way, but this time East will 
play the two on the first round of dia­
monds, showing an odd number and sug­
gesting that declarer has five cards. That 
would give declarer four diamond tricks, 
three spades and two hearts. Now it 
would be correct for West to win the dia­
mond and try a low dub. If declarer holds 
the king it is just an overtrick. while the 
contract is defeated if East holds king to 
three or four clubs. 

When a switch is necessary a defender 
must make it, however unattractive it 
might appear to be. 

t J9 4 2 
\' K S 3 
t A96 
• 9 63 

West North 

Pass t • 
Pass 2NT 
Pass "'* Pass 

t K 6 3 
" QJ 10 7 
t K8 5 3 
+ K2 

~; ~862 
~~ . QJ1042 
v +10 7 5 

t AQ10 75 

" 94 
• 7 
+AQJ84 

East South 
l fl 

Pass 1• 
Pass ~ 
Pass Pass 

West leads +A, East following with the 
two and declarer with the seven. Should 
West switch to a heart or play passively? 

Declarer is marked with at least five-five 
in the black suits and the opening lead has 
established the king of diamonds in the 
dummy. If declarer has ace doubleton 
heart, the small card will be discarded on 
the king of diamonds anyway, so leading 
from the • K will not normally cost a trick. 
However, if declarer has two small hearts, 
as in the diagram, it is essential that West 
switches to a heart now to take the two 
defensive winners there before the discard 
can be taken. A low heart to the ace and a 
heart back to the king will defeat the con­
tract when it is possible to do so. 
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¥ j'rieni~ five Star 'lJritfge Tours tit 
LAKE GARDA 

Grand Hotel Gardone (4 star deluxe) 
May 1st-15th £1135 BA scheduled flights 
Each of our tastefully appointed bedrooms has a 

magnificent lake view, AT NO SUPPLEMENT/ 

MILANO MARITIMA 
Italian Adriatic, Grand Hotel Gallla 

(4 star deluxe) May 18th-June 1st £1045 
At the time of writing, just three rooms remaining at 

this elegant, stylish venue. 

AUSTRIA 
Lake Worthersee, Parkhotel Portschach 
(4 star deluxe) May 26th-June 9th £1025 

The popularity of this holiday Increases year by year. 
Wonderful location, excellent food, superb staff with lots 

to do and see - no fewer than six championship golf 
courses within easy reach of the hotel. 

CRETE 
Hotel Porto Elounda Mare 

(5 star deluxe) October 5th-19th £995 
The beautiful island of Crete with Its wonderful climate and 

varied, dramatic landscape, remains a firm favourite with our 
clientele. October Is proving to be even more popular! 

Excellent value - check brochure prices! 

RHODES 
Hotel Rodos Palladium (5 star deluxe) 

October 13th-27th £895 
The Rodas Palladium Is situated on a large sandy beach, just 

20 minutes from Rhodes Old Town. Each of our beautifully 
appointed bedrooms has a sea view (at no extra costl). 

GREAT VALUE HOUDAYI 

CYPRUS 
Limassol, Amathus Beach Hotel 

(5 star deluxe) Nov 17th-Dec 1st £1075 
A member of the 'Leading Hotels of the World') 

In response to your many calls, we are now returning to our 
flagship hotel the Amathus Beach (Limassol, not Paphos). It 
seems that a Five Star Bridge calendar that does not Include 
the Amathus Beach Hotel in Umassolls just not complete. 

ITALY, ~~"o ,T,.,nr--.:-;; : f~~ l(3~r~y 4th 
AUITRI~ U\!!. • ~ ~\}sa.::. a •• prombor 4th·11th 

As we have large waiting lists for these holidays we are now 
taking bookings for September 20051 

Chrlatma1 and Now Year Jan/Fob auuhlno 
holiday• lnspoctlon trips pondlngl 

Except where shown, prices based upon 14 nights shared 
occupancy of a twin/double room, on a half board basis 

Tour organlser for each of the holidays above: 
Five Star Bridge Tours 

Full colour brochures for all of the above 
holidays available on request from: 

Roy and Lyn Dempster at: Tan-y-Marian, Bryn Haldd, 
Uanarmon-yn-lal, Nr. Mold, Denblghshlre CH7 STF 

Tel: 01824 780 530 Fax: 01824 780 830 ® 
www.flvestarbridge.co.uk 

..6. email: LRDempsterOaol.com ..A.. 
!.\.! Bridge licensed by the EBU .... 
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· ·· ·~ ·· ·~ ·· · ·· " ~ • ~ t DIAMOND BRIDGE 
¥ Grand Baroque to Grand Bazaar + 
+ 22nd May 2004 - 14 nights ; 

• 
A Black Sea try/cruise abOard Swan Hellenic's Minerva II Iron • 

+ 1 t bul to Nessebur (Bulgaria), Varna (Bulgaria), Constanta 
~ ~~~~ania), Odessa (Ukraine), Sevastopol (Ukraine), Yalta (U· J•ne). + 

Sochl (Russia). Batuml (Georgia), Trabzon (Turkey) & Sinop 

¥ (Turkey) before retuming to Istanbul. + 
+ From £2879 In an outside cabin with balcony, ; 

Including flights excursions & gratuities 

~ 

• 
(Po1f1WU to a.s. Travel ABTA1&:108. agenU fer P&O CnJiset ATOlb5Q3J 

Austria 
19th June 2004 -14 nights 

• 
on a sun·blessed plateau, abOve the Inn Valley, surrounded by + breathtaking mountains, lies the village of Seefeld. The 
Wellnesshotel SchOnruh, with Its extensive free sauna facilities and ' + magnificent Indoor pool, Is just across the road from the golf • 

• • 
+ 

academy and Is a 5·minute stroll from the centre of the village. 

£895 half-board 
(Opera1od by Ciano Travel ATOI..3298) 

Canadian Rockies & Alaska 
6th July 2004 - 13 nights 

Ay to Calgary for a 5-nlght coach tour through the Canadian 
Rockies before boarding the Norwegian Sun In Vancouver for a • 

¥ cruise through the Inside Passage to Ketchikan, Juneau, Sawyer 
Glacier, Skagway & Wrangell before retuming to Vancouver for your ~ 

+ flight home. 
From £1899 Including coach tour, 

cruise & flights. 
(P1Jm0111110 Ciano T,..tl, agents fer NCI.ATOl 27S2) 

Turkey 

' • 
+ 4th October 2004 - 14 nights 

The stylish Hotel Aqua Is situated on the wide sweep of laneler ' .J! beach. The resort Is relatively quiet yet just a short distance from 
bustling Marmarls, with Its excellent shopping, restaurants and bars. + 

£735 half-board 

• (Operated by Ciano Travel A~) 

+ Kefalonia 

' + 5th October 2004 - 14 nights 
Our eighth visit to the ever-popular Hotel Mediterranee on the island + 

~ that Is the setting for "Captain Coreffi's Mandolin". Our 2002 & 2003 ~ 
¥ ldays sold out months In actvance, so don1 delay If you want to join us. ~ 

• • 
£715 half-board ~ 

(Operalod by Core Travel Altll.:l298) 

Corals of the Red Sea ' 6th November 2004 - 14 nights + 
~ A cruise aboard Minerva II from Egypt to Kenya that gives you the A 
¥ opportunity to visit the Valley of the Kings, the "rose red" andenl city ... 

of Petra and which finishes with a Kenyan safari. ~ 
+ From £2095 Including flights, 
+ cruise, excursions & gratuities 

II'•- to 0ara Tl'lvel AliTA tii308,1191Ra fer P&O Cn.iMa AT0l&5031 • ' 
Rainforest Discovery ~ 

¥ A 15th January 2005 - 15 nights • 
cruise aboard M' I ~ + Philippi marva I from Singapore to Sarawak, Brunei & the 

5~1 
before finishing In Hong Kong. A post·crulse tour to ' 

.J! available.' Xlan (home of the Terracona Warriors) & Beijing Is also + 
t From £2475 Including cruise, flights, + 
¥ excursions & gratuities • 

Afl ~100araTI'IveiABTA111308, 1191Ra"" P&OCn.iMI A'f'OL5S03l ~ 
+ our Prfcea are fully Inclusive of a// bridge costs ' 
lj_t Bridge licensed by the EBU 

32 Klnpt8nc1J D .. mond Bridge + 
t etnall: lntoo~· Klngstandlng, Birmingham 844 sHJ 

Tel: 
11543 

rtdge.co.uk www.dlamondbrldge.co.uk + 
•• + t ¥ • tit :; F:o;~7; + + ~ ' f 

oL IJllM 



GET EVEN WITH THE ODDS 
MANY declarer problems revolve around 
the location of a missing queen. 

Consider the following hand. 

Declarer Dummy 
t A82 "6 t 764 
¥ 9765 ~0 ¥ AKJ43 
t A2 y t K94 
+ KQ62 + 94 

You open tNT, partner transfers to 
hearts and then bids 2NT. You jump to 4¥, 
the final contract, and receive ~3 lead to 
the king and ace. A pity, for without that 
lead you had the chance of leading twice 
up to clubs for a spade discard when the 
ace is onside. As there are two spades and 
a club to lose, you need to play trumps 
without loss. 

You would not dream of taking a first 
round finesse of ¥J, risking losing to sin· 

By Bill . 

Townsend 
gleton queen, so first you cash • A, both 
opponents following. Now you have the 
choice of laying down ¥ K, playing for a 2-
2 break, or returning to hand with t A to 
finesse ¥J. 

Most players are familiar with the 'eight 
ever, nine never' rule, relating to whether 
to finesse against the queen when holding 
eight or nine cards in the combined hands, 
and this rule says play for the drop. 

However, one should be aware that this 
decision is extremely close. It turns out that 
the odds are now a mere 11-10 in favour of 
the drop, rather than taking a second round 

Turning the tables on 
declarer 
A chronicle of wide-awake 
defending, by David Adelman, 
bridge teacher and writer 

t A 
• J9872 
t A9 
+ AK10 82 l 

t 832 ~ t QJ1054 1 
¥ K104 ~ ¥ Q6 
• KJ10742 WA~ . 6 
+ 3 'V + J9754 

l 
t K976 
¥ A53 
• Q853 
• Q6 

THIS is a hand from day one of the 
National Swiss teams at Leeds In 
January. It demonstrates what damage 
a wide-awake defender can do to foil a 

1 declarer intent on finding the most 
fiendish ways of ma.king his contract. 
I' m happy to report that the wide 
awake defender in question was your 
correspondent, who sat East. 

My partner led +J to 3NT, won by 
declarer's +Q. Declarer now has eight 
top tricks and set about the clubs look­
ing for trick nine. After cashing +Q and 
then playing + 6 towards dummy, 

' declarer found out the bad news in that 
suit. He won this second club trick in 
dummy and ran the ¥9. Partner won 
with ¥ 10 and played a small diamond 
to clear dummy's t A. Declarer was now 
getting desperate and I c~uld sense ~im 
sizing me up for somethmg downnght 
nasty. He cashed dummy's t A and 
came to hand with ¥ A, dropping my 
¥Q. 
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This left the following ending: 

t 83 
¥ K 
+ K10 7 ·-

t -
• J 8 7 . -
+ A10 8 

t A97 
• 5 
• 85 ·-

l 

Declarer now cashes ~A and you play 
your t5 to preserve your beautiful hold­
ing of tQ J 10, don' t you? WeiJ, if you do, 
you have fallen right into declarer's horri­
ble little trap. He would now play a small 
spade and after cashing your precious 
tQ J 10 you would be conceding the last 
two tricks to dummy's carefully pre­
served + AlO. Declarer has you on lead 
just at the right moment for him and the I 
wrong one for you. 

Was I endplayed? Do you really think I 
would be writing this article if I had been? 
Oh, no. I carefully played my tQ under 
his t A and when he played t 9 to my t 10 
I immediately returned the t S to give him 
back the lead. A shell-shocked declarer 
now had to concede the last three tricks to 
partner's ¥K and t K 10. 3NT down one. 

It's not often that defenders get the 
chance to beat declarer at his/her own 
endplay game. Scoring up with team- , 
mates I couldn't wait to regale them with 
tales of spiders caught in their own web or 
words to that effect. 

'So the endplay worked then?' I asked 
team-mate declarer at the other table. 
What endplay?' he uttered, somewhat 
bemused. 'You don' t need an endplay to 
make 4¥ - it's cold!' 

I give up! 

finesse, so other considerations may apply. 
For example, if North peters, suggesting 
three trumps to the queen, you might be 
tempted to finesse. Be warned, however, 
that a defender may well peter deceptively 
with a small doubleton trump. You need to 
weigh up opponents! 

Once observing a top player taking the 
finesse in this situation, I asked him why he 
had gone against the odds. He replied that 
his team was well behind in the match, it 
was a close decision anyway, and he badly 
needed to create a swing! In a pairs event, 
desperate for a top, you should certainly 
consider finessing, contrary to what is like­
ly to be the majority decision of the field. 

In the next problem you have some 
information to guide you. 

Love all. Dealer South. Pairs. 

Declarer 
t KJ42 
¥ A8 7 65 
• 76 
• Q4 

Dummy 

~ • A 

~A~· KJ32 'V • Q85 
+ AKJ102 

West North East South 
Pass 
1+ 
Pass 

Pass 
t • 
Pass 

Pass 1+ 
Pass 4• 
Pass 

North leads +10 to the queen and king. 
South continues with +A and t J, which 
you ruff, North following. You cash ¥ A to 
which both opponents follow small, so 10 
tricks are certain. You play a second heart, 
North following suit. Should you finesse 
or play for the drop? You know from the 
above example that the decision is very 
close. This is pairs, not teams, so the over­
trick is important. 

Are there any clues? 
Well, there is only one other high card 

missing, the t Q. If you knew that South 
had that card you could be pretty sure that 
North has ¥Q since South passed as deal­
er and has already turned up with eight 
points in diamonds. Unfortunately there is 
no convenient way of fmding out about 
~Q so is it just a guess? 

Not quite. South can have ¥Q ~Q or 
neither - but cannot have both! As these 
three possibilities have approximately the 
same chance, it is about 2-1 against South 
holding ¥ Q so to finesse must be correct. 

The full deal was: 

t KJ42 
¥ A8765 
• 63 
• Q4 

• 9876 
• Q109 
• 1092 
• 653 

t A 
~ ¥ KJ32 

...... ~ . Q85 
Y + AK ) 102 

• Q 1053 

•• 
t AKJ74 
• 987 

TIP: Missing Q x x x in a suit, don't 
mechanically play for the drop. 

The odds are far too close! 
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Latona Leisure Hotels 
Bridge Breaks 2004 

Hosted by David and June Brown 

To book your 4 night 
Bridge Break please 

phone the hotel of your 
choice quoting 'David 
Brown's Bridge Bntalc'. 

Drldge licensed by the EDU 
VIsit our website 

www.latonahotcls.co.uk 

¥A ~'E(j~T ...& 
.£0C!Jl.t110?{S.... ~A !:=A ~'£ ~~~ !}{OTE£S ... 

~ SHERRY RECEPTION ON ARRIVAL 
EN SUITE ACCOMMODATION 

FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST, W NCH AND DINNER 
FULL USE OF LEISURE CLUBS 

BREATHTAKING SEA VIEWS 
ALL THREE HOTELS ARE SITUATED ON THE COASTAL PATH 

PRICES FROM £180 
ALL THREE HOTELS ARE M••• 

'lJISCOYE'l(.SO!M'EI!Jll~ SP'EC~ ........... .. 

POWRRIAN HOTEL, MUWON. CORNWAlL 
OCT IST-411i 2004 FEB 411i·TTH 2005 

MARCH 1111i·l311i 2005 

HANNAFQRE POINT HOTEL. LOQE. COBNWAU, 
APRIL 16TH·l911i 2004 MAY TTH· IOlli 2004 

NOV 21ST·2411i 2004 FEB 6TH·8TH 2005 
MARCH 18TH·2011i 2005 APRIL 2411i·26TH 2005 

MAY 22ND·2411i 2005 NOVEMBER l311i·l511i 2005 

BERRY HFAD HOTEL, BRIXHMI, DEVON 
NOV TTH·IOlli 2004 

FREEPHONE: 0800 698 3733 
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Fernlea Hotel & Niven's Health lub 

~:. N\g\tt Bridge Bre 1~ & -~ al{s 
~ stS David & June 8 \'\O roltr 

"iO\lt 2004 11 

RAG 

*** 
Master Poiuts ami 

Pri:I"S Aartrn/n/ 

D•tn cumntl11 
•wd14161e 111 2004: 

May28-31 
July 2-5 

Aug 13-16 
Stpl24-27 

Enjoy tfle splendour of tfJe Fylde Coast 
duriug your 3 uigfrt Bridge Brtak. 

Your break iucludes: 
Sflerry receptiou 011 arrival 

5 11igftt Bridge Break 
Nov 28-Dec 3 

Full Englisft breakfast, lu11cfJ curd dimrtr 
Full use of Niven's Healt(r Club 

All bedrooms are en-suite 

T!l />o11il 111111r 1 11i11flf £\rid•!•" 1Jn·1111. 

1'11"11'1" ,,,,.,,..Till· rcm/.-11 ""'.., 1/IWiilll/ 
[),n1d Br111r11 < llrid•JC Bn·.a/1 1111 

01251 726726 

Prices: 
3 nlcJ!t Bridce B~ak £I 75.00 
5 nlcht Bridle Bn!ak £290.00 
pp Inc no slnile supplement 

Wfi'/ nol upgradt 10 ont of our Dtluxt or Sta Vinv Rooms, or EuculiiY Suifn 

Fendea Hotel & Niven's Health Club 
11/ 17 South Promenade 

St Annes on Sea Lancashire FY8 I LU 
lei: 01253 726726 Fax: 01 253 721561 

www.thefemleahotel.co.uk 
email: enqulrles@thefemleahotel.co.uk 

BRIDGE HOLIDAYS AT 

i.A ~eluvt1 
HOTEL UMITED ---

St. Annes, Lancashire 

Renowned for excellent food 
and friendly atmosphere! 

Bridge llcensed by the EBU 

2004 
25th-30th April - £225 per person 
I 3th-18th June- £230 per person 

iit~ :usust·3rd September- £230 per person 
eptember-lst October- £230 per person 

7th-12th November - £215 per person 

21st NEWWEEK£No HOUDAYS 
IGth ·24th May 2004-£145 per person 

·I 9th July 2004-£147.50 per person 

NO SINGLE OR SEA VIEW SUPPI..DIENTS 
Single occupancy r d 

subject to a su h .. ~ a ouble room will be 
rc·-se- From 1.5.00 per night 

Let "" arran Experimcrd ::,;our Private Brldfe Club Holiday/ 
in 1ft/dena 1~ Beer and Koth Moorhouse will be 

players 01 OUT fiiSI nwh'::J:t ) "OUT StO)'. Meet them and 
COtdiaiJ d~ p[ay. 7l eny rweptlon. Complimentary 

Ddiciocii 1~ ~col!~ ~ch afternoon. 
Ffft saun ol d11111er .t coffee. 

a, 5 Orlum .t Jacu••L 

Btidge hcensed 
by the EBU 

63-67 South Pro -
Tel: =d:2 St Annes on Sea Lancashire FYB 1 

email: lnfoOIIndumh 115
1
34 Fax: 01253 721364 k 

o e .co.uk www.llndumhotel.co.u 



MY last article showed 
how the auction could be 
completed when a limit 
b id has been made. Simple 
limit bids include all no 
trump bids and the second 
time any suit is bid. But it's 
not quite as simple as that. 
Sometimes a question 
needs to be asked before 
the decision on the final 
contract can be made. 

Questions after no 
trump limit bids 

• KQ953 
• 32 
+ AJlO 
+ KQ2 

Partner 
opens INT . 
You are in 
charge as 
partner has 

made a limit bid. With your 15 
HCP your side should definite­
ly be going to game. But per­
haps 4~ would be better than 
3NT, you can't tell. Bid 3t . This 
asks partner to bid 3NT with 
only two spades, but to raise to 
4~ holding three or more. 

t KQ3 
• 932 
• Q1075 
+ KQ2 

Partner 
opens tNT, 
putting you 
in charge. 
With 12 HCP 

your side may only have a 
combined 24 HCP, a bit thin for 
game. On the other hand, part­
ner may have 14 HCP and that 
extra couple of points make 
game a much better prospect. 
Bid 2NT, asking partner to bid 
3NT with a maximum and pass 
with a minimum. 

t K10832 
'1 7 
+ K932 
+K52 

Partner 
opens 1+ , 
you respond 
1~ and part­
ner rebids 

2NT- a strong limit bid show­
ing 17-18 HCP. Now you are 
certainly going to game with 
nine HCP, but maybe 4t would 
be safer. Bid 3+, showing an 
unbalanced hand with 5+ 
spades and 4+ diamonds. If 
partner shows you three-card 
spade support by bidding 3t , 
choose to play in 4t rather 
than 3NT. Partner could have 
weak hearts, such as 'IQ 3 2 for 
his 2NT rebid and the defence 
might cash Jots of heart tricks. 
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• KQ832 
• 2 
+ KQ1075 
• J2 

Again you 
respond It 
to partner's 
1+ opening 
and he rebids 

lNT. You have a good hand 
and want to go to game, but 
maybe 3NT is not best. A 2+ 
bid would tell partner to pass 
if he preferred diamonds to 
spades, so you must rebid 3+, 
showing a shapely game forc­
ing hand. Even 5+ might be a 
better contract than 3NT. 

Questions after a 
suit limit bid 

You open l t 
• K Q 9 5 3 and partner 
'I J 2 bids 2t . You + K974 h + A K ave quite a 

good hand 
anClmlgnt Choose just to bid 4~ 
directly. But you can ask part­
ner by bidding 3~, saying go 
on to 4t if you are at the good 
end of your 6-9 range, pass 
otherwise. 

Some people prefer to ask a 
more specific question in this 
auction. A bid of 3+ says 
'Game is possible. Bid 4~ if 
you can help me with my dia­
mond losers, either because 
you have shortage or because 
you have high cards in dia­
monds'. This 3+ bid is called a 
'trial bid' because you are try­
ing for game by telling partner 
where you need help. 

• K874 
• QJ432 
• 9 
+A95 

Partner 
opens 1+ . 
You respond 
1'1 and part­
ner raises to 

2'1. This limit bid puts you in 
charge. Should you go for 
game in hearts or play in a safe 
part score? Partner has shown 
an unbalanced hand, probably 
with five clubs and four hearts 
and aboufl2-14/15 HCP. With 
more distribution or points, 
partner would have made the 
stronger limit bid of 3'1 or 4'1. 
You can try for game by bid­
ding 3'1, asking for useful extra 
values, or by bidding 2t , 
specifically asking for help in 
spades. 

My beginners looked a bit 
dubious about this topic, most 
preferring to stop in safe part 
scores that would not test their 
card play too much. Still, they 
managed quite well with my 
practice hands. 

Asking and 
answering quest ions 

t A864 
'I AK107 
+ AS 
• QJ1 

• 9 
• Q9832 
• 10 6 43 
to K54 

Roy opened 1'1, the correct 
bid on a balanced hand with 
both majors, which is too good 
for INT. Sally raised to 2'1, a 
limit bid showing 6-9 HCP and 
4+ hearts. Roy tried for game 
with 3'1, but Sally passed with 
only five points. 

At the next table, when Peter 
raised Janet's 1'1 to 2'1, Janet 
tried for game with 2~. Now 
Peter knew that, although his 
hand had minimum points, his 
singleton spade was just what 
partner wanted so he jumped 
to 4'1 and Janet made 10 tricks. 

Russell, too, opened 1'1, but 
when Sylvia replied 2'1, he 
went straight to 4'1. With 18 
HCP he thought game would 
be good. He made it, but he 
was lucky to find Sylvia with 
such a suitable dummy. She 
might have had a flatter hand, 
say t9 53 'IQJ 83 +K63 +854 
and now 4 • is bound to Jose 
two spades and two clubs. 

• Q86 
'I AK7 
+ A52 
• QJ108 

• 9 
• Q9832 
+ KJ 103 
+Ksc 

Over Alex's 1fo, Jill respond­
ed 1'1 and Alex rebid 1NT, 
showing 15-16 HCP. Jill wasn' t 
sure whether to go to game 
with nine HCP so she tried 
2NT. Alex was a maximum, 
but he was worried that his 
spade and diamond stoppers 
were weak. so he made the 
excellent bid of 3'1. It told JiU 
he was a maximum, but it also 
showed three-card heart sup-

port. Jill bid 4'1 with her five­
card suit. It proved to be a bet­
ter contract than 3NT, which 
lost the first five spade tricks at 
another table. 

t K64 
'I AKJ10 
+ A9 
fo QJlOB 

• Q98 
• Q32 
• J 10 6 4 2 
fo KS 

Having just heard about the 
idea of showing three-card 
support for partner on the sec­
ond round, Emily found an 
interesting bid. Having 
responded 1NT to Dick' s 1'1 
opening and been raised to 
2NT, she tried 3'1 to show her 
three-card support. Dick only 
had four hearts, so he signed 
off in 3NT. But had his t4 been 
the '14 he would have played 
in the safer contract of 4'1. 

t K64 
'I AKJlO 
+ A9 
• QJ32 

t AQ9 7 3 
• Q98 
• 106 4 3 
fo4 

To reinforce that point Dick 
and Emily bid this hand next. 
The auction started 1'1-1t -2NT. 
Now Emily bid 3• , showing 
her three-card heart support. 
Dick only had four hearts, but 
he also had three-card spade 
support, so he bid 3t , which 
Emily was pleased to raise to 
4~. 

Some key points 

• After a limit opening or 
rebid, the other hand 
should consider Investigat­
Ing alternative contracts, 
particularly In a maJor suit. 

• If you haven't raised 
partner's major at the 
fint opportunity, any sub­
sequent bid In that maJor 
shows three-card support. 

• If partner raises your 
maJor, you can try for 
game by re-ralsing to the 
three level. But this bid 
won't tell partner where 
you need help. A trial bid, 
Identifying the suit with 
losen, may be more 
helpful. 
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alec salisbury Bridge Breaks 
For reservations 

please contact each venue direct 

Carlton Hotel, Cheltenham 
tel: 01242-514453 

Including early-bird bridge on Friday 
afternoon, wine reception, seminar on 
Saturday morning, hosts that enjoy your company, bridge 
licensed by the EBU, prizes, half-board overstay option 
with more bridge and No Single Supplements. 
2004 May Frl7-Sun 9 2 nights £139 

Sept Fri 17-Sun 19 2 nights £139 
Overtstay option for third night {dbb and bridge) £55 

The Earnley Concourse, nr Chichester 
tel: 01243 670392 

For many years Alec and Audrey have hosted and 
directed the Christmas Party Weekend at this prestigious 
venue. In 2004 we are for the second year adding an 
Easter Weekend. 
2004 Apr Fri 9-Sun 11 (Easter), and 

Dec Fri 17-Sun 19 

Marlborough College Summer School 
tel: 01672 892388 

2004 Probably THE place to start or Improve your game, 
with seven progressive half-day teaching courses Man to 

Fri during the three weeks starting Sun Jul 18. Alec 
has been the organising tutor for the past 15 years 

with 120+ students yearly. 

For further Information on any of these events, but not for 
reservations, please contact Alec on 0118 9790889 

tr• 8 • 8 • 8 • o * Bridgt Bug Ltd in conjunction with tht _1.. 
...,- Lansdowne Hotel, Eastbourne ._ 
f:l is proud to prtStnt tht f:l 
U following Wttbnd bridgt brtaks (J 

.. • 
fJ 0 .. • 
fJ All weekends are three days and lndude the bridge, afternoon tea 8' 

on Saturday and Sunday, and half board rate In this line, family • 
hotel. EBU points for duplicate weekends, no smoking In the : 

• playing area and panners found. Please ring the Hotel on • 
..,- 0 I Jll 725174 for prtca and booking. You could well be 

• pleasantly surprised as the three day rate 5tarts from under £160. 

0• • : Please note that two d<~y rates are <~Vllllable for socW weekends. 8' • : 
Note that the hotel now has <1 new chef who has 

Improved the menus even more. 

• Representing Bridge Bug ltd, your host <~nd hostess 
""'f wtll be Dave & Jill Armstrong. 

0: NOTE that there Is <1 prize of <1 free bridge weekend for the 
best palr of the season (see Dave or Jill for details). 

Bridge licensed by the EBU 

• 8 
~ If you have bridge questions please ring ~ 
"""r Dave or Jill on 01173 56610 I ._ 

f1 •·8 •" 8 •,8•,8 
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+ Comfortable Country Hotlll with spectacular 

views of Dartmoor < 
+ Excellent English Culsln8, carefully prepared ) 

and courteously served 

+ Dupllcatll Bridge sessions directed l1y the 

very popular Peter Bowles 

+ ufxury Indoor pool. spa. sauna, solarium and fitness suite 

+ Frfendfy staff and Informal atmosphere 
'I + Master Points and Prizes given each evening 

+ Extra nlg~s available at £40 per person 

AA** 

Ask about discounts for sharing 
and multiple bookings 

Bridge licensed by the EBU ETCtt 

The Monteagle Hotel 
ETB2 ** 

Priory Road, Olde Village, Shanklin P037 6RJ 

Isle of Wight · 
"No Island Comes Tlzis Close" 

For a truly great Bridge Holiday In a friendly relaxing 

0 
atmosphere, with excellent cuisine. 

ridge played afternoons and evenings with Prizes, 1\lnster 
Points and award of the Monteagle Challenge Trophy. 

Directed by popular EBU Panel Director Mike Webber. 

SPRING 
1st May to BtiJ May 7 11igllts £298 

AUTUMN 
;~d October to 9tiJ October 7 11igllts £298.00 

11 October to 16t1J October 7 11igllts £298.00 
All events are b r 

and passe ased on Half Board and ferry crossings for Cll 
ngers are free (2 pers) when arranged by Hotel 

For programmes/brochure telephone: 

Tel: 01983 862854 
WWw .rnonteaglebotel.com 

Bridge licensed by the EBU 



On the road with 
Ron Klinger (Part 2) 

RON Klinger, the renowned Australian bridge teache r and 
player, continues the story of his master class tour round the 
bridge clubs of England. He recalls some of the friends he 
met and talks over a few of the hands that his eager students 
found most interesting. The tale of his IS-day 22-lecture tour 
last autumn Is the subject of a book to be published In July 

LATE on a Tuesday afternoon, after the 
class at Marches Bridge-for-All Club at 
Bartestrec, I put the foot to the floor to 
reach Burnham by 8.30pm for a dinner 
date with Laurie Champniss, Elena and 
Giorgio jeronimidis and Julian Pottage. 
Well, not to the floor for very long, 
because most of the trip was in driving 
roin. 

We reached the tum-off in good time, 
but a call from Laurie (thank heavens for 
mobile phones) told us that the road to his 
place had been closed . Ignoring the barri­
cade on the road we had almost made it to 
Laurie's when we were turned back by a 
workman who was dealing with the burst 
water main. 

We turned round, circled a very large 
block and finally made it to Laurie's from 
the other end of the s treet around 9.15pm. 
A superb dinner at a nearby pub, plus the 
company, made up for the dismal drive 
and we spent the night at Laurie's. 

The class next morning at South Bucks 
Bridge Club started with Hand Evaluation 
and Constructive Bidding. After a break 
for lunch, the session concluded with 
Competitive Bidding. A very good friend 
of ours, Pat Husband, joined us at South 
Bucks. Pat had been ins trumental in 
organising the tour on my previous visits 
to England. 

Here is a problem from the morning: 

Dealer West. Game oil 
North 
Pass 
Pass 

E.lat 
2t 
1 

South 
r•ass 

What action would you take as East 
with t 9 8 5 ~ 8 7 4 3 +8 7 6 4 3 +-

The complete deal looked like this: 

• }107 ·-• QJ95 
• }87653 

• AKQ •• 985 
., AKJ652 w fE\. ., 98743 
t A A.'V' t 87643 
•ou Y •-

•6432 
., QlO 
t K102 
• AK109 

The recommended auction: 

Wnt 
2+ (I) 
2•(UI) 
4t(v) 
7., 

North 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 

E.lst 
2t (H) 
4+ (iv) 
4t (vi) 
Pass 

South 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 

ENGUSH BRIDGE April 2004 

by Cassell at £7.99. 1n an agreement 
with the publisher, the EBU will have 1 
advance copies of the book and will be 
selling It through the EBU Bridge 
Shop from April at 20% discount. 

(i) With 23 HCP West is worth a 2+ /open­
ing. Equally, West has roughly a three­
loser hand, again worth a 2+ opening. 
(ii) Negative or waiting reply 
(iii) Forcing to game, 5+ hearts 
(iv) Splinter raise of hearts. Since 2'1 was 
forcing to game, the 4+ splinter d oes not 
promise high card values, just 4+ trumps 
and a shortage in clubs 
(v) Artificial inquiry (this ' scroll' approach 
was explained at the start of the session) 
(vi) Void in clubs and none or three key 
cards - obviously none. With a club sin­
gleton East's rebid would have been 4'1. 

When West learns of the club void, West 
can jump to 7., without further ado. 

Leaving South Bucks at 3.30pm we man­
aged to reach Bletchingley in two hours, 
despite setting off on the M4 in the wrong 
direction for a little way. At Bletchingley we 
met Jean and Michael Virley, our hosts for 
the evening. There was enough time to set 
up the bridge room and have a meal before 
the evening session on Competitive 
Doubles and High-level Bidding. We 
stayed overnight at Jean's and she was 
kind enough also to invite Alison and 
Norman Nicolson to stay. Alison is one of 
the three EBU representatives who attend­
ed the sessions on the tour, the others being 
Terry Collier, EBU general manager, and 
John Poin, development manager. 

On the Thursday afternoon we were the 
guests of Ron and Vi Webb, who organ­
ised the session at the Brevion Bridge 
Club, Danbury. Pot Husband and Terry 
Collier also joined us at the Webbs, where 
we had a delightful dinner. The bridge 
session that evening was on Constructive 
and Competitive Bidding. 

On the Friday afternoon we were at the 
Meridian Bridge Club (East Grinstead) 
where Bill Acraman explained the signifi­
cance of the club's name. The topics were 
Modem Duplicate Methods, Declarer Play 
in Trumps and Playing to Win. 

We went on to a Friday evening class at 
the Leisureland Bridge Club, Richmond, 
organised by June Knott. The topics here 
were Improve Your Bridge Memory ond 
the Law of Total Tricks. The evening had 
a spedal significance for us, as we were 
able to meet up with my cousins Angela 
and Jennifer, whom I had not seen for 
more than 30 years. After the session we 
returned to Peter Crawley's at 
Hertingfordbury (near Hertford) for a 
welcome day of rest. More next time. 

Bob Rowlands 

CARD PLA¥ 
QUIZ 

IN both problems you are South, dummy 
Is North and you are playing in a no 

trump contract. Assume plenty of entries 
to either hand. How would you handle 
the two combinations below? Use one 

suit from a pack of cards if it helps. 

Combination A Combination B 

+ K952 t K952 

+ AJ64 t Aj64 

L!ou:_ ~ded Three ~eeded j 

and DOUBLES 
QUIZ 

Dealer North. Love all 

West North East South 
1+ Obi 1 

What do you bid with: 

(a)~73 • K1096 +AJ862 + K4 

(b) ~10 6 3 • Q J 6 +K 9 6 5 +A 10 4 

<cl +Kto 6 • 83 +Jl0864 +t0 92 

(dl t Q 6 •u n o 9 3 2 + A K J 8 4 

J 

plus Denis Young's 

SNEAKY 
QUESTION 

~
our hand T Dummg 

+863 .A74 
., }109 ., KQ 
t K Q t t J 10 7 6 5 3 
+ 87532 + AJ ---·- .____ 

YOUR wretched partner has thrown 
you Into the oggin all right. He opened 
I+ and when you contributed a shy 
I NT he raised you to three. Afterwards 
he will lustify his vile bidding by saying: 
'You obviously make seven or nine. May 
as well go for the nine.' Huh! After a 
black suit opening lead? 

But they start with a heart. which 
you win with the queen. Both oppo­
nents duck the first diamond and, aher 
your left hand opponent shows out on 
the second round, his parmer ducks 
again.What next? 

All the anewere on page 36 

Page 23 



Yoritshlre's Roy Garthwaite, Heather 
Hobson and Ted and Janet Latham, 
wlnnen of the Swiss teams (see story 
'Lucky team ties' below), pictured with 
Sally Bua(fen, representing Baker n11y 

ESTORIL, on the Atlantic coast of Portugal, in early 
February - surely one can't expect good weather? I 
heard a number of similar comments in the preceding 
months, but I tried to give an assurance to each and 
everyone that this resort has its own microclimate, as it 
faces south across the ocean and is protected by the hills 
to the north. 

years. No major travel problems this ti~e apart from a 
few disgruntled Yorkshire players (me mcluded) who 
arrived at Lisbon airport via Amsterdam only to find 
that the authorities there had decided to look after our 
luggage, completely free of charge, for an extra night! 

two ycal'b- a generolh £<'tu 
by the EBU. 

Luckily, and to my relief, ail those doubts were 
unfounded and more than 200 players enjoyed not only 
pleasant temperatures and plenty of sunshine, but an 
excellent congress played in the opulent surroundings of 
the Hotel Palacio. 

This year's congress was sponsored by Baker Tilly, a 
UK and international firm of chartered accountants and 
business advisers. They were represented at the bridge 
table by two members of the national management 
team, Raymond Blin and James Bugden. James' s wife 
Sally presented the impressive glass trophies, provided 
by the sponsors, to the winners of all events at the 
farewell dinner. Raymond also announced that Baker 
Tilly would sponsor the overseas congress for a further 

The bridge programm~ al 
allows plenty of time 1o~'pl1 
Many visited Lisbon. Pllrtu 
spent time m the mag1cal 1 illi 
one of the mt-,t rom.mbc p 
magnificent 15th century roy 
full day tour of the Arrab!da 1 

A stroll along the <.eJfront 
bouring resort of usca~; Jnd 
cafes en route, pr01ed 1erY pt 
the ideal way of ll'COUillmg hi 
table to anyone who 11as preJ 

This was the fourth venture abroad for the EBU, hav­
ing been to Malta, Cyprus and Madeira in previous 

Yorkshire four give credit to· 
TED and Janet Latham, Heather 
Hobson and Roy Garthwaite had to 
call on all their Yorkshire grit and look 
just a little to their lucky team ties in 
battling to a thrilling victory over Janet 
de Dolton, Gunnar Hallberg, Justin 
Hackett and Nick Sandqvist In what 
turned out to be a two horse race for 
the Swiss teams championship. 

The event was contested over two 
days and 10 eight-board rounds and 
was dose all the way, including the 
match in which the leaders met. This 
ended 10-10 and from this encounter 
Roy highlights an effort by Ted that 
brought in 10 sorely needed imps for 
his side. 

Dealer East 
E-W 
game 

• Q1095 
• }103 
t AQJ63 ., 
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• K842 
• ou 
t K74 
• 742 

*
*AJ . 
• KBSU 
• 1082 
• 853 

• 763 
• A7 
+95 
+ AKQJ109 

team ties! 
'East passed and Ted opened 3NT 

which systemically showed a solid 
seven card minor with not more than a 
king outside. 

'Nick made the textbook lead of +A 
and switched to tQ. After collecting 
the • A Justin, having been told that 
declarer could not hold an outside ace 
not unreasonably played the 'IK and 
received an unpleasant surprise. At the 
other table the contract was 3• going 
one down.' 

At the end of the first day's play the 
Yorkshire side led by 12vps and this 
\~as incre.ased in the first match of the 
fmal sess10n, when a 17-3 success was 
countered by only a 14-6 result fro 
the de Dotton team. m 

However, helped by two 2().{) wins 
de Botton had narrowed the ga t 
8vps with one round to go. P 0 

Roy recalled: 'If they achieved 
another 20 we needed to score t 1 13. a east 

' When the last board was 1 ced 
the table, although naturallyp a on 

. we were 
not aware of tt, de Botton had sco 
yet another 20 and was comin fred 
on the outside.' g up ast 

This deal proved conclusive: 

Dealer West • K J 10 4 2 
Ioveall • Al 

t A74 
• 1043 

*75 **AQ6 
• K10543 W E • Q98 
• )85 • Q92 
• AK9 . + QJ76 

.,83 
• J76 
t K1063 
• 852 

Said Roy: 'Sitting West, Heather 

b
opedned 1•, North overcalled 1~ and I 

1 2• . Partner raised this to three and mr 3NT closed the auction. 
South led a spade, won by declarer . 

~ club to the ace was followed by a 
t eart to the queen. The • 9 was allowed 
~~n and when this fetched the ace 10 
b.d wthere assured. The game was not 

1
, at e other table. 
So, after an exciting afternoon. we 
~~ the Winning post Svps ahead of 
thlro~tton, who were 29 ahead of ~e 

~laced team - and it aU finished m 
~OOd time for a bath and a drink before 

e gala dinner and prize giving.' 

-- • ~..1120()4 
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Shelagh Flett and Janet Mason came 
out on top In the ladles' pairs 

Oxfordshlre's Norman Gascoyne and 
Jean Squires, winners of the open pairs, 
collect their awards from Sally Bugden 

condldons at Estoril's 

;ture and greatly appreciated 

at these congresses always 
.plore the surrounding areas. 
rtugal's capital city; several 
illage of Sintra, reputed to be 
places in Portugal with its 

uyal palace; some went on a 
la mountains. 
•nt from Estoril to the neigh­
nd back. with its many small 
1 popular and appeared to be 
; highs and lows at the bridge 
' repared to listen. 

ESULTS 
:ss pairs: I Bill Gardner 
·&e Pilcher, 2 Sheila 
tnd Susan Pell, 3 Jacqul 
1d Susan Rankin. 
Jirs: I jean Squires and 
iascoyne, 2 Janet Mason 
Gray, 3 Nick Sandqvist 

Hackett. 
JJms: I Justin Hackett, 
Jotton, Gunnar Hallberg 
k Sandqvlst, 2 Roy 
e, Heather Hobson and 
lanet Latham, 3 Wendy 
ry Alper, loretta and 
11S• 

~
-s: I Peter Sherry and 

f \, 2 Bob and Pat 
e 3 Laurie Sedar and 

ioW;. I Janet Mason and n:u. 2 Sue lane and 
,ax, 3 Avis Robertson and 

.ail" I Stanley Collins and 
son, 2 Hike Theelke and 
cer, 3 Roy Garthwaite and 
1111· 
;.airs: I Albert Kitchin and 
Curtis, l Mike and Jean 
ctris Stevens and Hilary 

;eams I Roy Garthwaite, 
Hobson, Janet and Ted 
l Janet de Botton Gunnar 
JuitJn Hackett ~d Nick 

t. 3 lynne Hayes, Valerie 
' ,

0
"

1table and Lesley 

Gunnar Hallberg's wife Paley (right) joins In 
the celebration with janet de Botton and 
Justin Hackett after the presentation to 
pivot teams winners Janet , Justin, Gunnar 
and Nick Sar1davlst 

The EBU staff, under the direction of John Pain, did a 
superb job and having such an event without the charm 
and quiet efficiency of Peter Jordan as congress manag­
er would be almost unthinkable. 

they celebrated their 68th wedding anniversary in 
December. Without divulging ages, I can tell you that 
Kit, when he married, was nearer 30 than 20! 

The logistics of organising this kind of congress are 
quite considerable. Suffice to say that about 1,200 dupli­
mated boards are transported to the venue for the first 
half of the congress. When they have been used they are 
then reduplimated to use in the remaining events. It's 
not exactly a holiday for the TDsl 

One couple playing at the congress deserve a special 
mention. Kit and Alma Platt from Weybridge in Surrey 
have been a familiar sight on the congress circuit for 
many years. In conversation in Estoril I discovered that 

At the farewell dinner on the Wednesday evening 
Alma was present, but Kit, unfortunately, wasn't. He 
was not too well and a doctor was called. However, it 
was nothing serious and a message was relayed to Alma 
that Kit was well enough to fly home the next day. 
'Good', said Alma, 'because we are due to play in the 
East Wales Congress in Cwmbran at the weekend'! (and, 
yes, they did play at Cwmbran). A truly wonderful and 
remarkable couple. 

Having attended all four overseas congresses I now 
look forward to next year's event, wherever that may be. 

Eddie ('they tease me') Luciani calls for 
EDDIE Lucioni, a popular character 
at bridge events around the country 
and further afield, is a Grand Master 
and bridge professional always 
ready to describe and discuss some 
of the interesting deals he comes 
across on his travels. He has attend­
ed most of the EBU overseas con­
gresses and was in Estoril to play a 
few hands and see a few sights. 

'Being an off-season tourist is the 
perfect way to see a country, as you 
don' t meet many other tourists,' he 
commented. 'My highlight was a 
visit to the monastery at Delem, 
with its magnificent carvings. 

'The restaurants and cafes were 
excellent, so a brisk walk around 
the hillier parts of Lisbon was need­
ed to counter the effects of sampling 
the local cuisine and beverages.' 

At the bridge table Eddie and 
partner Laurie Sedar had their best 
result in the Swiss pairs, fmishing 
third. Eddie said he wished he had 
concentrated better on this hand: 

Dealer North. N-5 game 
West East 
• 1097 • 84 
'I Q109542 'I AJ 
t J t AKQ10832 
• 874 • KQ 

more X and XX cards 
After North opened 1 ~ partner 

doubled and I end up playing in 
4.,, wishing I had passed Laurie's 
4+ bid. The defence started with 
two top spades, followed by + A 
and another club. I failed to spot 
the winning line of crossing to the 
+], finessing the heart and cashing 
., A to drop the doubleton king. 
The two losers could then be 
thrown on top diamonds, as the 
N-S hands were: 

North * AKQ32 
'I K6 
t u 
• AJ109 

South 
• J65 
., 8 7 3 
• 975 
• 6532 

'This was very annoying, as even 
4+ would have been a good score. 
Of course, the defence should have 
played a third spade to beat the 
contract anyway, but I'm sure some 
opponents do this just to tease me!' 

Eddie and Laurie did less well in 
the Swiss teams, finishing a few 
vps above average. Eddie said after 

the following bidding sequence 
that he had a complaint to make 
against the manufacturers of bid­
ding boxes. They do not contain 
enough double and redouble cards! 

North East 
Pass Pass 
Pass (ii) Pass 
2+ (iv) Pass 
Rdbl (v) Pass 
Rdbl (vi) Pass 
Rdbl (vii) Pass 
Pass Obi 

(i) 12-14 

South West 
lNT (i) Obi 
Rdbl (iii} Pass 
Pass Obi 
2. Obi 
2• Obi 
2~ Pass 
Pass Pass 

(II) Forcing partner to redouble or bid 
a five-card suit 
(iii) No five-card suit 
(iv) Natural, or flat, or 4 4 4 1 
(singleton club) 
(v) Flat ... help! 
(vi) See (v)! 
(vii) See (v) and (vi)! 

'No doubt there are ways to get 
in a few more bids at a low level,' 
added Eddie, who scored -800 on 
the deal. 
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If you have not yet booked your Bank Holiday or 
summer bridge breaks away, join us at any of the 
four-star hotels outlined below for: 

~ Expert hosts, professional organisation 
and a friendly atmosphere 

+ Generous prize structure - session prizes 
and a free bridge weekend for overall winners 

~ No single supplements and a comfortable 
full-board stay 

+ Bridge licensed by the EBU 

Best of Bridge 
Hilton Avisford Park, Arundel 7th·9th May £189 each 

'I + Hilton Cobham 28th·31st May £243 each 

Hilton Bracknell 25th-27th June £149 each 

Hilton Warwick 6th·Bth August £163 each 

• + Hilton Cobham 27th-30th August £239 each 

Houseparties 
• + Hilton Basingstoke 30th April·3rd May £209 each 

'I + Hilton Norwich 28th·31 st May £219 each 

Hilton Coventry 11th· 13th June £146 each 

Hilton Swindon 2nd·4th July £149 each 

Hilton Norwich 16th· 18th July £147 each 

• + Hilton Avisford Park, 
Arundel 27th-30th August £260 each 

Bridge for All 
Hilton Bromsgrove 14th· 16th May £159 each 
Hilton Northampton 23rd·25th July £152 each 

Teaching Weekends 
Hilton Milton Kayoes 7th·9th May £149 each 
Hilton Cobham 11th· 13th June £162 each 
Hilton Newbury North 23rd·25th July £153 each 
Hilton Bracknell 10th· 12th Sept £150 each 

., Events include a Bank Holiday + 3 night events 

For further information on events throughout 2004 

please call David Jones on 024 7646 1511 
For bookings only call 08705 201201 
Or see our website for details on www.bridge2000.freeserve.co.uk 
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Deans Place Hotel is a 14th century country hot 
hotel in the picturesque village of Alfriston set 

the heart of the Sussex Downs 

Tired of large Impersonal hotels with bridge in the 
basement? Then try one of our weekends; country 

house atmosphere with real log fires, spacious 
playing room with views across the Sussex downs, 
no parking problems, superb table d'hote menus. 
Bridge licensed by the EBU with numerous prizes 

including free weekend. Partners guaranteed. 

~Weekend for Bridge Players' • :--.,. .. , 
+ 22nd-24th October 2004 + ~··~·~ 
+ 12th· 14th November 2004 + ·•·'?J 

Only £ 155.00 per person, per bridge break 

Deans Place Hotel, Seaford Road, Alfriston. East Sussex. BN26 5n\' 
email: mail@deansplacehotel.co.uk website: www.deansplacehotel co uk 

The Bedford Hotel Lytham St. A nnes 
The Town Centre Hotel with a Country House Atmosphere 

Bridge licensed by the EBU ••• AA/RAC 3 Stars ••• 

Standard Room Rates 

APR s• 4nts 
MAY 2-4 Snts 
MAY 30* Snts 

£180 AUG JO• 4nts £184 
£225 2005 
£225 JAN 2M 5nts £1 90 

All above dates are with John and Tony 
Dl~on• Mr J Wll 

1\\'e ~ the ri~ I cox. Mn S Hanco( k and Mr J n ylor 
D 

10 ~ 1ft LlnHVd.it~h~t<n llue to unfor~ dn:urmUnC~J 
.-ARTNERS FOUND I lud 
breakfast in our awa"ro~ n: Charming en-suite rooms, dinne~, bed and 
7pm.tO.JOpm • She winning restlurant • Bridge Sessions 2-IJOpm & 

from S.JOpm lill O.J~eptlhn Spm on d.ly of arrival • Dinner served 
throughout the • A emoon TeOI!Coffee, Cordials av~ilable 

• limited number of standa~nt • No •ingle room supplement 

RELAXED A 
double rooms for sole use + £S per nisht • 

ND FRIENDLY ATMOSI'tH Rf 

c~r~ ~ooms + £2.50 p.p.per ni~ht 
fOIIERIVAT S OOms + £5.00 p.p.per mght 

llll!QDHDia,~tPllAS( CAU 01253 724636 OR 0845 166 2485 
WWW.bedford-ho OlfroN o.w 50UTH, ~ t»oC.W-. n81t,. 

lel.com ~II: reservations@bedforcf.hotel.co111 



-
YOU QUESTION: JEREMY DHONDY ANSWERS 

Wild hands and five suit bridge 
Riclrard Holland from Daveutnj writes 
about tlris lrmrd: 
North . -
• AQ xxx 
• K J 10 XX XX X 

ON tlris wild distribu­
tion tire opposition bid­
ding at Iris table stopped 
in 4f , whereas most 
tables managed to get to 
5f . As tire hearts broke 
3-3, 6, would make as 
tire cards lie. Wlrnt is a 
reasonable sequence 
and wlrat is tire best 
contrnct? 

·-South 
t AQJ xx 
'I Kx 
• Q 
+ K J xxx 

Well, to start I would not mind missing I 
6• as a 3-3 heart break is only about 36% 
and even if the hearts were kind some­
thing nasty may happen in diamonds. 
Assuming the opposition are silent then 
a possible sequence might be: 

I+-1~, 2+(i)-3+ (ii), 3• -3NT, 5+ 
(i) I suppose 2+ could be passed out 

but in my experience that never happens 
and to reverse on this sort of hand is 1 
going to give a false picture about high 
cards. Try persuading South to stop short 
of a slam if you reverse here. 

(ii) Natural and game forcing 
An alternative is for North to guess to 

open 5+. If the opponents have a lot of 
black cards this is going to give them a 
big problem. 

*** 
Peter Bunrip from Darlington lrad tllis 
/rand played at Iris clltb recently: 

t K B2 
• Q8 7 
• 973 
+ A9 73 

• J3 
• }10 43 
+ KQB 64 
• 65 

_.6 t A 109 7 

~0 : ~KS 
9 • QJ108 42 

• Q65 4 
• 96 2 
+ A }lO S 2 
+K 

NORTH-Soutlr were playing Precision and 
tile auction went: 

West North East 

Pass t • (l) 2+ 
Pass J• 4+ 
S+ Pass Pass 
Pass Pass Pass 

South 
Pass 
2• 
4. 
Obi 

(I) 11·15 with two or more diamonds 

East-West duly got a good score, but report­
ed wlrat tlrey saw as a psyclle by No~tlr and 
asked for it to be recorded as the very lrglrt 1f 
opening lrad been used against tlrem several 
times over tire last year. Wlmt slrould happen? 

GU§I-I RRtnr.F. Anrll 2004 

If East-West have been on the receiving 
end of this several times then they are 
well within their rights to ask for the psy­
che to be recorded. If the club committee 
becomes aware that this is constituting an 
understanding then I think the committee 
chairman should have a quiet word with 
the North-South pair to say that while 
there is nothing wrong with the occasion­
al psyche, if it happens in the same 
sequence with the same pair then the pat­
tern may lead to problems. 

Psyches are usually recorded using a 
traffic light principle. This one would be 
green because South has taken the appro­
priate action throughout the auction. If 

I South had not taken enough action so that 
one might suspect he knew what was 
going on from previous experience then it 
is open to the director to record it as 
amber (do it again and you are in trouble) 
or red (a score adjustment is required). 

1 PS: Why did West pass at his second 
f tum to bid? Is four card support for his 
partner's overcall and a nine count not 
enough to raise? 

*** 
M D from Banstead, Surrey asks: 
MY partner and I play traditional lends, sig­
nals and discards. We ltnve no desire to start 
learning tlte rules of10 and 12 or /rave to play 
all our cards upside down, but we /rave found 
tlrat after tire first card we are not totally sure 
wlrat tire message of any subsequent cards is. 
Can you lrelp? 

1 When you continue a suit you should 
try to give partner some more informa­

l lion so if, for example, you lead fourth 
highest and you have five, then your 

I 
next card should be the bottom one to let 
him know what is happening. Similarly 
if you have led the seven from 9 7 5 

1 because you piny MUD, then your next 
card should be the nine so he knows you 
have three rather than two or four . 

A common position that is undis­
cussed is what card you piny next if you 
have led from four small cards. So if you 

I lead the seven from 9 7 4 2 and when you 
' get in you decide to continue the suit, 
which card should you play next? 
Traditionally you continue with your 
original fourth highest. Occasionally this 
may look like a doubleton so some play­
ers have taken to playing their third 1 

highest next which means that declarer 
will have to be very cunning to rude the 
smallest card twice to confuse you. In 
addition there are hands where suit pref­
erence becomes desperately important 

and if you normally play second then 
third you will have the extreme cards to 
use as suit preference signals. Probably 
the difference is so small that all that 
reaUy matters here is that you agree. 

One thing that distinguishes experts 
from run-of-the-mill players is their 
attention to the spot cards, so in defence 
there are lots of suit preference signals. 
Suppose partner leads a top card and 
you have 9 7 3. You play the three to 
mean 'I don't like the suit' or perhaps 'I 
have an odd number''. Which card do 
you play next? You might play the seven 
just because you are playing them up the 
line or you might play the nine because 
that is current remaining count. Which­
ever you do the other card can now have 
a suit preference message. 

In all this, of course, you are going to 
have to give yourself a headache watch­
ing spot cards much more carefully! 

*** 
Eddie Oldlram of Aslrford, Kent says: 
I AM writing tire history of Ashford Bridge 
Club and lrave come across a reference iTI 1938 
to 'tire five suit bridge mle'. Have you any 
irifomrntion as to this role? 

1 
It was a game devised in the mid 1930s, 

· which involved a 65 card pack. There were 
five suits of 13 cards (the fifth suit being 
green) and each player was dealt 16 cards, 
leaving the one remaining card known as 
' the widow' in the middle. Whoever 
became declarer could exchange this card 
for one of dummy's cards. It featured in 
Life Magazine of March 1938, but it did not j 

1 really catch on as a game. A quick look at 
www3.telus.net/Simulacrum/market.ht 

l m showed I could buy a twin pack of 
Waddington's special advance five suit 
cards in mint condition for the princely 
sum of $300, but that seemed a bit much, 1 

1 even at current exchange rates, especially 
when regular correspondent KB of Eating 
tells me that the 'lovely ladies twin pack' is 
selling on EBay for £1.99. 

Rather more interesting was a Swedish 
invention of the 1950s called Rex Bridge, I 
where there were the customary number 
of cards, but in the bidding the Rex suit 
came between spades and no trumps. 
The Rex denomination was exactly as no 
trumps except for the fact that the ace 
was low and the king now the highest 1 
card. I imagine it led to some interesting 
problems of changing hand evaluation. 

For a wealth of information on all sorts 
of tof,ics relating to bridge try 

l http:/ www.bridgeguys.com 

l Email your questions to Jeremy on ebuproblems@btopenwortd.com or write via 
the editor (address details on pace 3). Please Include row name and address. 
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BERKS & BUCKS CBA & EBU 

Green Point Flighted Swiss Teams 
Sunday 20th June 2004 

at the 
Bracknell Sports Centre 

Bagshot Road 
Starting time 1 pm 

7 x 7 board matches 
A Flight open to all . Level 4 conventions 

B Flight No Premier Regional Master or above 
Level 3 conventions 

Pre-dealt boards 

Entry fee £18.50 per player 
Prizes and Master Points to EBU scale 

Prepaid meals. Snack Bar. Licensed Bar. 

ENTRY FORM AND ENQUIRIES: 
Mrs Margaret Hatch, 41 Allenby Road, 

Maidenhead, Berks SL6 SBE 
Tel: 01628 623140 

Email : Margaret.Hatch@btinternet.com 
or visit our website: 

www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk 

HEREFORDSHIRE B.A. & E.B.U. 

Green Pointed Swiss Teams 
SUNDAY 20th JUNE 2004 

The Leisure Centre, Holmer Road, Hereford 
Dupllmated Boards. Big Roomy Hall. Excellent Food. 

Directors: David & Marilyn jones 

Full Details from Sarab Matbews 
Folly Cottage, Little Bircb, Hereford HR2 BBD 

Tel: 01981 540274 
Email: sarab.matbews@virgill.llet 

BEDFORDSHIRE BRIDGE ASSOCIATION 
EBU Green Pointed Swiss Teams 

Saturday 15th May 2004 
Stevennge Leisure Centre 

Lytton Way, Stevenage, Herts, SG 1 1 L2 
Good modem venue, reasonable parking, neor J7 AI 

On site refreshmentslbor/snackslhot meals 
Good rnnge of nearby catering establishments 

Large capacity playing area, all welcome 
Seven 7 board matches, computer assignments, duplimnted boards 

Full details from Brian Keable 
170 Bldeford Green, Llnslade, Beds, LU7 2TS 

Tel 01525 377906 Email BrlanKeable@eompuserve.com 
Entries accepted by email 
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10 minutes from JUNCTION 17 OF THE A 1 (M) 
7x7 board matches - Prize vouchers to EBU scale 

Entry fee £40 per pair: Pre-duplimated boards 

Entry forms to/ from: Peter Fountain 
67 Dukesmead, Werrington, Peterborough PE4 6NU 

Tel: 01733 320845 Email: Pfountainbridge@aol.com 

CHELTENHAM BRIDGE CONGRESS 
Incorporating Green Point Swiss teams on Sunday 

30th April-2nd May 2004 
The Moat House Hotel 

Shurdlngton Ad, Brockworth, Gloucester GL3 4PB 
No Fear Championship on Friday 

Championship Pairs on Saturday and 
Championship Swiss Teams on Sunday 

Single day and single session tickets available if space permits 
BRIDGE LICENSED BY THE EBU 

Entry fonns and further lnfonnatlon from: 
Mrs A Swannell, Stantway House Rock Lane 
Westbury-on-Severn, Gloucester GL141QF 

Tel: 01452 780228 

JEPSON'S BRIDGE HOLIDAYS 2004 
24 Greystones Avenue Sheffield S11 7 AZ. 

APRIL 12 (EASTER MON) -15 GRC>SV8\IOR, BOURN~ £210 
APRIL 15-19 SWAN HOTEL, WELLS £252 FULL 

MAY 14-17 MOUNT HOT8.., WOLVERHAMPTON £142/157 single 
JUNE 11-14 fNVAJJ..J:JN NB..SON HOTB.. NORWICH £21»'215 silgle 

JULY 9-12 LINDUM HOTEL, ST ANNE'S £145 
AUG 1-4 SWALLOW STGEORGE, HARROGATE £239 

AUG 30-4 SEPT WHITE SWAN, ALNWICK £290/340 single 
SEPT 10-13 MICKLEOVER COURT, DERBY £230 
SEPT 24-27 BEVERLEY ARMS, BEVERLEY £220 

OCT 15-18 MARSTON VICTORIA, STRATFORD £265 

Excellent prizes. Bridge Licensed by the EBU. 
For a 2004 brochure, please write or ring 0114 2686258 



Alo hope lot the ltiehrl(y 
rlvtliaote alvD to De 
to'Keh letiovl(y P 

Alot tate, Dflt 
illtetMfillj 
IN a recent duplicate session at our club 
I was sitting South and arrived at the 
somewhat optimistic contract of 6.,, 
with West putting in a diamond bid on 
the way. This was the full deal: 1WO letters in the last issue of Englislt 

Bridge depict very well a basic issue for 
duplicate bridge. Wendy English doesn't 
understand the 'expert's' bidding. Michael 
Grounds wants to carry pocketfuls of 
notes at Green Point events to cover the 
variety of level four conventions he hopes 
to encounter. Two worlds, or just one jour­
ney to the green pastures of the promised 
land? 

Peter Stocken echoed my own observa­
tions some while ago when he said that 
the EBU was run by tournament players, 
for tournament players, ie experts. A belief 
in the one true goal of all bridge players to 
be duplicate tournament experts seems to 
be reflected in the editor's reply to Ms 
English. ' ... Don't worry ... the more you 
read . .. the more you will learn'. When 
chairman of my county I attended the EBU 
annual conference and heard a very senior 
officer of the EBU refer to a lesser player as 
a 'rabbit' (laughter all round). 

It is not surprising that the EBU can be 
accused of institutional elitism, since vir­
tually nobody outside of the tournament 
playing elite has any real voice in the 
organisation. And from that standpoint, 
another world of duplicate bridge, the 
'friendly' duplicate club, can never com­
mand serious attention. (Well, they' ll grow 
up to be proper bridge players one day, 
won't they?) 

I see these clubs as an essential element 
of a growing membership of our game, 
but they will only develop within the 
umbrella of the EBU if they are seen by the 
EBU as having the same importance as the 
'serious' clubs, and its national competi­
tions. As it exists at present, elitist and 
dominated by the county associations, 
I cannot see the EBU getting this right, and 
those of us teaching the game still won't 
have any reason to tell our students about 
the EBU. - Mike Fislter, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk 

Editor's note: Tlte EBU is currently striving 
to provide n much wider range of services to 
members. TIJC top end of the game surely war­
rants attention, but today the well-being of the 

t AKQJ7S 
., Q9 6 
• 9 
ofo A82 

t 10843 A t 9 
., K 4 4 'Y/[\. ., J 2 
t K J 10 8 7 S 'VI'A.'V" t 4 3 2 
ofo 4 V ofo KJ10976S 

t 62 
., A 10 8 7 S 3 
t AQ6 
• Q 3 

'ordinary' club and the 'ordinary' member lias West led ~4 and it is noteworthy that he 
equally high priority on tile organising body's is a good player and quite capable of 
agenda and IJOpefully that is reflected in the underleading the ~K! 
content of English Bridge, which endeavours Needless to say I got it wrong and went 
to cover tile whole spectrum of the game. two off by getting the hearts wrong as 
As for the EBU being ru11 by tournament play- well. 
ers for tournament players the editor is not one When I scored the session on the fol-
of that group and the general manager of tlte lowing morning it was evident that 
EBU does not play bridge at all. New blood on those pairs that bid the slam were one or 
county committees at Council and even on the ' two off, while those who stopped in 4• 
Board of the EBU is always appreciated. invariably made game plus two! 

What do other members think? I know this is not rare, but interesting 
nevertheless. Why didn' t I play ~A, foi-

Kilvington, Sidmoutlt 

I rJi;to OVet 1J .«tiJ(fhc eij/Jt/ : 
I WE may all consider that our partners are never easily 

pleased, but at a recent congress I came up against a 1 

player grumpier than most. She opened the bidding 1" 

l / lowed by • A and a low heart? - Eric 

"'&. 01108 ill 8 
mJ//io11 !ft18t~! 

1 and was raised to game. Dummy went down with eight 
hearts, only for declarer to complain: 'Oh, partner, can't 
you put them straight?' - Shwrt Nutter, Binninglumt 

YOfUJ 
·wRITE 

&olrl Nat! to f IJtJtl E te11m 
NEVER mind the points! Ten gold stars 
to the EBU laws and ethics team for the 
frequent help with decisions and explana­
tions when queries and even appeals have 
arisen. 

As part of the EBU's development 
plan/ services I consider It would be 
helpful if a new Orange Book could be 
distributed to all affiliated clubs, to 
include the changes made since the l~st 
publication and couched in more eas1ly 
understood terms. 

Several players I know are not familiar 
with the book and are unaware of its con­
tents, or cannot remember changes that 
have been made. 

Thinking particularly of players at club 

.__...._...flLJJIM.LDDift - · ll-" 

level, a regular item in English Bridge 
detailing some of the more common 
misunderstandings and changes would 
be useful. 

A further suggestion: Why not the 
Orange Book and the laws as one publica­
tion? This would be more convenient for 
players and directors. - Angela P BiHan, 
Bexlrill 

Editor's note: Tlte Orange Book is 
distributed freely to all affiliated clubs and 
the Orange Book plus updates is available on 
tile EBU website. Also liard copies, including 
update slip, are sent out free on request. I 
understand brains are being exercised 
considerably over tltc wording of the next 
edition! 

ACCORDING to a recent article in Englis/1 
Bridge Sarah Landy reckons a 7-6 
distribution occurs about once in a million 
years. Well I shouldn't be seeing another 
one in a hurry because recently, playing in 
a teams event at Halifax Bridge Club, I 
picked up the following hand: 

+-• AK QJ 10 X x t AQJ 10 X x +-

East opened the bidding 1• , which was 
passed round to me as North. My bid had 
to be 6• . The missing +K was actually 
with my partner, but I knew no way of 
find out about that. 
I would have laid money on every North 

in the 15 competing teams making the 
same bid. I couldn't believe the number of 
experienced players who failed to do so. 
- Jearr Hey, Halifax 
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YOU are dedarer (West) 
and rour mrds and 
dummy's are displayed. 
How would rou play? 
Write briefly, Indicating 
rour plan, and analyse 
problems that the 
delenden may pose. 

I z 
E 
• 
• 
• 
• 

THERE are three categories 
In our competition: far 
playen up to and Including 
County Master; lor those up 
to and Including Regional 
Mamr; and foe thase with 
higher ranking. Andrew 
K.ambitesseh the questions. 

Piotnlk playing cords 
now lor sole online 

For more Information visit 
www.platnlk.co.uk 

Board 1 

PZATKIB 
millen of playing 
canis since 1824. 
www.platnlk.co.uk 
Tel: 020 8685 1515 

THIS Grand Slam card sells 
the prize provided by Piatnik 
lor each of the three winners 
In our Prize Ploy competition. 

• A 10 9 7 6 5 A • Q 8 4 3 2 
• 63 ~0· 754 
t K Q "V'.A."\/' t A 
+ K 3 2 y + Q 6 54 

West 

3ti 
Pass 

North E.ut 

Pass 4t 
Pass 

South 
3¥ 
Pass 

North leads • A and switches to +J, won by 
dummy's +A. You lead a spade and South 
shows out, but to your surprise North plays 
the ~K under your t A. Plan the play. 

Board 2 

• AKQJ10 . • 743 
• A w l • QJ10 
t K 73 2 'A.~ t 86 5 4 
+ AK 2 V + QJ10 

North East 
Pass 2+ 
Pass 3t 
Pass Pass 

South 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 

North leads +9 to South's +A. South returns 
the +Q but North ruffs out your +K and 
exits with a trump. Can you make your 
spade game? 

Board 3 

• AKJ1064. • 7 5 3 2 
• 8 w~• Au 
+ A J4 A,"\/' t K 52 
+ AK Q 'V +64 3 

North East 
Pass 2NT 
Pass 4¥ 
Pass Pass 

South 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 

North lends •o. Plan the play. You will find 
that North has all three missing spades. 

Board 4 

• AKQJ 109~ • 6432 
• A 9 w ~ • Q J 10 
t A4 A."'V' t K72 
+ K32 Y + 764 

West 
2t 
Pass 

North East 
Pass 4t 
Pass 

South 
Pass 

North leads +5 to South's +A. South 
returns +Q and North ruffs your + K and 
exits with a trump. North started with two 
trumps. 

fntrlestci: Androw Kamblles (Prize Play), 1 Stiatfoid Court, Strulford Road, 
Struud, Glos GLS 4AO. Entries to arrive by mlddciy Aprli7D. Please lndlrala on 
the top left comer of the envelope whlth category you art entering. And,.. 
Kamblles wllliudgt the entries and the lint onaln eath category that, In his 
ludgement, desalbts _tho best strategy, will win a Plalnlk prlrL · 

........ ~ 

Onliners' face-to­
face fun w-eekend 
MORE than 100 online bridge 
players gathered from all over 
the country and beyond for a 
weekend congress of face-to­
face bridge at the Hanover 
International Hotel at 
Hinckley, Leicestershire .. 

This event had prev1ously 
been held annually as a one 
day congress at the We~t 
Midlands Bridge Club m 
Solihull, with two single-ses­
sion pairs events. This year the 
congress was augmented by a 
Friday evening Earlybird 
pairs, and a multiple teams on 
Sunday. 

'The atmosphere was friend­
ly and relaxed and it was great 
to put faces to those strange 
online aliases,' commented Po 
Shing Lee, operations director 
of Bridge Oub Live. 

Play was at a leisurely rate of 
about seven boards an hour 
and players were more keen to 
chat than play bridge! Indeed, 
poor Mike Amos (chief tourna­
ment director) had a hard time 
shepherding players back to 
their seats after the tea breaks! 

Corby Cup (pai rs) 1 I I fi ll 
(Cambs and Hunt!> ,1 nd 
Penny McCann (Devon). 2 
Victor Ridding (Manch~~ter) 
and Daniel Miller (Wilt"htre); 
teams 1 Gary Du ddle and 
David Green (Leicestcr..,lmc), 
Linda Quigley (London) il nd 
Graham Dolan (Camb~ and 
Hunts); Lou P Shield (pi!trs) I 
Barrie Gilbert (London ) and 
Steve Foster (Bedfo rdshtre) 2 
Gary Duddle and Di!\'id 
Green (Leicestershire); E<~rly­
bird pairs 1 Anne Jones 
{Cardiff) and Chris Potter 
{Warwickshire). 

There were also a number or 
special competitions, includ­
ing for best dressed and for 
best limerick. 

Members have been bus) 
planning ahead. Dates for the 
diary are October 1-16 Panama 
Canal cruise hosted by Mark 
Wittinger; November 5-7 
Reunion in Lisbon; January 
14-16 2005 Reunion at Hilton 
Bracknell. Further details 
available v ia our home page 
www.BridgeOublive.com 

AROUND THE NATIONALS 

Dhondy family double 
HUSBAND and wife Jeremy 
and Heather Dhondy, two of 
the .country's leading players, 
~amed. the Middlesex flag high 
m sconng an outstanding dou­
ble in the National men's and 
women's pairs at Coventry. 

Jeremy partnered Oxford­
shire's Keith Bennett to win 
the men's title, fighting off the 
efforts of 66 rival partnerships 
and Heather teamed with 
Nora Smith (London) to take 
top spot in the women's con­
test, ahead of 72 other pairs. 

It was a fairly close call for 
Jeremy and Keith, but Heather 
and Nora finished nearly four 
~rcentage points clear of the 
field. 

Ben Green (Wanvickshire) 
and Glyn Preece (Worcester­
shir~) wer_e second in the 
men s. patrs, with David 
Kendnck and Victor Milman 
(Cam~s and Hunts) third. 

Chns Duckworth and 
tgnes Wesseling {both 

ondon) were second . th 
women's pairs, with ~col: 

Smith (Middlesex) and Kitty 
Teltscher third. 

Top spot in the National 
Swiss teams, played at Leeds, 
went to Peter Kaufmann, Dick 
Shek (both Middlesex), Peter 
Czemiewski and Marc Smith 
(both London), whose score of 
185 put them 10vps ahead of 
second-placed Alan Oddie, 
Jon Williams (both Bedford· 
shire), Matthew Hoskins and 
Andrew Southwell (both 
Sussex). Third place went to 
Giles Foster (Yorkshire), John 
Armstrong (Derbyshire), Willy 
Crook (Nottinghamshire) and 
Tony McNiff (Yorkshire). , 

The National women s 
teams, played at Brom.sgrovef 
saw the Somerset quartet ? 
Caroline Macpherson, Ja~e 
Waters, Sheila Coda and G~a 
Howard carry off ~ 
Whitelaw Cup. In the finat 
they beat Hedy Brown. pd 
Dowdeswell (both Berks a.clc 
Bucks) Valery AustWJ 

' Hayes {Avon) and Lynne 
(Oxfordshire) 75-36 . 



NON-STOP BRIDGE CLAIMS POUR IN 

I played without 
sleep for 92 hours 
MY world record was set in 
October 1964, playing rubber 
bridge during rag week in a car 
showroom in the centre of 
Newcastle. I was a second-year 
undergraduate at Newcastle 
University and the event was 
organised by the university 
bridge club. 

Play began at Spm on a 
Thursday evening, with 20 
contenders in action at five 
tables. Three players outlasted 
the others - Eric Bell, Colin 
Bowen and me. Eric lasted 
until Saturday afternoon 
(about 46 hours) and Colin 
unlil Sunday morning (about 
62 hours). 

By 7pm that Sunday I 
reached 74 hours and had bro­
ken the existing record by an 
hour. At this point we consid­
ered stopping, but as I felt fine 
we carried on and continued 
until 1pm the following day. I 
had played constantly without 
sleep for 92 hours and was 
awake in total for 101 hours. 
For food I had the odd take­
away, eaten at the table, plus 
snacks. 

Our 1963 
effort 
extended 
the world 
record by 
two hours 
AT lpm on Friday March 22 
1963 four students from the 
North Polytechnic, London, 
studying for degrees in rubber 
technology, chemistry and 
physics, claimed a new world 
record of 92 hours of non-stop 
bridge. They reckoned to have 
extended the previous record 
by two hours. 

Taking part were Roderick 
Anderson, 19, Ronald Frost, 
20, Richard Connor, 20, and 
Ian Kerr, 19. They played in a 
shop window belonging to 
British Relay Wireless Ltd, 
whose manager carried on 
normal business throughout 
the week. 

It all seems so crazy now, but 
I suffered no ill effects and 
afterwards I slept solidly for 15 
hours. 

Hike Gourley with the tankard that carries the Inscription: World 
Bridge Marathon Record, Michael Gourley, 92 hours, October 1964 

At the finish the record 
breakers were in excellent 
spirits and looked remarkably 
fresh. This, they said, was due 
to the excellent food that the 
girls of the domestic science 
department of the college had 
supplied and to regular wash­
ing and shaving. Apparently 
in other attempts on the 
record the participants had 
emerged bedraggled, with 
cobwebs and beards. 

have, but have never used for not the same. The event was properly 
organised. There were four in 
play at all times and the play 
and procedure was supervised 
throughout by members of the 
club. The club later presented 
me with a pewter tankard, 
suitably inscribed, which I still 

fear of being carried away by As to other attempts I 
those men in white coats. remember the Guirmess Book of The money collected by the 

enthusiastic young bridge 
players went to the Northern 
Group of Hospitals. - Peter 
Hnseusou, Breut Street, 
London NW4 1PB 

I did not realise that in John Records stating that four stu-
Williams's Bristol account all dents in Edinburgh had done 
four players did the record. In 114 hours in 1965 or 1966, but I 
Newcastle it was just me, so I don't know any details. -Mike 
suppose the two records are Go11rley, Wa kefield 

We played for 140 hours in 1965 
I WAS very interested to read your 
account of the achievement of the St 
John's Wood Bridge Club in setting up an 
official world record for the longest game 
of cards. Way back in 1965 I was one of a 
group of five sixth formers from St Bede's 
Grammar School in Bradford that played 
a charity match in the window of a di~­
used shop in the middle of Bradford, m 
full view of all the Christmas shoppers. 

We managed the planned 140 hours 
without any real problem and as we were 
only five players we each played for 20 

hours and then took five hours break in 
tum, so there were always four of us 
playing. By the end we had settled into 
something like a routine and could prob­
ably have gone on for weeks. But then we 
were only 18 and 19 years old ... 

In the street outside volunteers from 
the sixth form union collected more than 
£500 for Dr Bamardo's (In 1965 that 
amount would have bought a house in 
Bradford). We also had the support of the 
town council and various other organisa­
tions, with a local restaurant giving us all 

a square meal every day. 
I have all this in a report from the 

Bradford Telt!grapll arrd Argus of December 
1965, complete with a photo of the Lord 
Mayor presenting us with a plaque to 
mark the record. I wonder what hap­
pened to that? 

I play my bridge these days at the very 
friendly Wakefield club, but four hours at 
a time is enough now. I very much enjoy 
reading the excellent magazine. Keep up 
the good work. - Stepl1c11 Hnuslip, EBU 
member 116800 
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BLUE CHIP BRIDGE 
The Intelligent Bridge Program 

"The best available software ... will certainly give you 
a good game ... good fun and excellent value" 

Andrew Robson - British International 

• Includes Acol, S-card Majors and Standard 
English bidding systems . / 

• Bidding Practice feature - covers a wide range of 
standard and conventional b!ds 

• Bidding and Playing Tutors offer tips and advice 
as you play 

• Random or biased deals, or specify any or all 
four hands 

• The ideal bridge program for players at all levels 
I 

Cost £65 (Inclusive of postage & packing) 

DOWNLOAD A FREE DEMO VERSION FROM OUR WEBSITE 

For further information 
please contact 

BLUE CHIP BRIDGE LTD 
POBox l67 

Waltham' Cross 
Herts' EN7 5GB 

(tel. 0 1992-636074) 

• M11110r house In glorious level grounds. 

~;i"--r---~-1· Sepcnltii!Whebridgeroorn,lnbmal~ 
• Golf, cunoeiag. wall! CDiour poinllng. walking. 

qding & tennis. 
• Jrid9tlessoru lor beginnen and adYomed by Dutch 

bridge moslet. 
• Gourmet whine. 
• Beautiful holiday area with rmll, hln~ Yillag11, cuves 

and prehl!lork pointing!.. Many dcrylrips: Rocumodour, 
I.Ascoux. Pmgueu1, Sarlat tit 

• Bridge S 1/wHk, partner ovailoble. 

lnf-'lon: Man crd l!rellroon, • Good value. From €220 ( • [1S7) p.w. Ind. 
brlckia!l (2 penons). Htwswlmming paal6112. Ill ~d'AIG ~. 251.meastoiP6rJ;.oeull 

• 8eoutilulcump!ile with new faUiitiH. 
Te1e;ta1e (Engi!llspal.in) it fme: • Comon/IDmpet:€16 p.d p 2 pen aU-ln. 2nd w.n 

1n pr1c1. +33.553. 463.157. 
• Di110unl before June ond oh• August. 
• P1eGII osk lor fur"* lnfonnatlollllf Sllld Clll •·mail E1noll!r~ 

Club Bridge 
Bridge licensetllly tile EBU with Master Points 

Autumn 2004 
Still under negotiations nt time of going to press. Plense enquire. 

Cyprus 12th Jan 2005 
£585 All Inclusive 

(Add Airport supplements &. £40 Bridge Fee) 

Thnisia 6th Mar 2005 
£429 Jlulf llourd (includes Bridge Fcc) 

Add night supplements (subject to nvnilnbility) 

Club Bridge - 01553 768236 or 01485 600522 
http://mcmbers.aol.com/clubbrldge 

Bloomi1)g 1 
1 partnerships 

fr 3 -./ ,i t' d b k. CODt OM page uuorma JOn an 00 tng 1'1 
be q,btained from the [ 
events team on 01296 31i::!• ) Chess & Bridge 

WHILE we do not want to stop 
our members following the 
well-trodden path to the door 
of Chess & Bridge's show­
rooms at The London Bridge 
Centre, 369 Euston Road, our 
latest membership offer may 
save some people a journey. 
We have just negotiated with 
Chess & Bridge a 20% discount 
for EBU members on the fol­
lowing books: Play Bridge will! 
Reese, the Game of Bridge, Better 
Signalling Now, Conventions 
Today, Bridge, Zia atrd Me, 
Playing These Hands with Me 
and Reese 011 Play. All of them 
will be available from our 
Bridge Shop from April 1. We 
are delighted to have estab­
lished this partnership and, as 
Malcolm Pain from Chess · & 
Bridge puts it: 'This is hopeful­
ly just the start of things to 
come.' 

Visit Brideshead 
IN association with Yorkshire 
Contract Bridge Association we 
are pleased to announce that 
we are holding a very special 
bridge day out on Tuesday June 
22 at the world famous Castle 
Howard. While the house has 
been the home of the Howard 
family for more than 300 years 
it is probably best known for its 
role in the filming of 
Brideshead Revisited. 

Our day will start in the 
morning with a private guided 
tour of the house, with coffee 
en route. Later there will be 
ample opportunity to take 
lunch in the visitors' restaurant, 
a snack from the cafe or even a 
pimic on the lawn- 'the choice 
is yours. There will also be the 
opportunity to join one of the 
guided tours of the gardens 
(hopefully the snow of earl 
M~rch '~ill have gone by then!}. 
Thts w11l be followed by an 
af~ernoon of friendly duplicate 
bndge, played in the splendid 
surroundings of the Grecian 
Hall. The day will be rounded 
o~f .with a cream tea and priz 
gtvmg. e 

. A special price of £40 (inclu­
Sive of ~AT) has been negotiat­
ed,. to mclude entrance fees 
gu1ded tours, guidebooks ' 
fu~l afternoon programme' 0~ 
bndge and a cream tea. Further 

Master classes -
Kl inger, Robson, 
Hacketts 

WE are looking for partnrr~. 
either clubs or countie~. lo 
work with us in staging three 
series of master classes folio\'­
ing the very successful clao,~e~ 
with Ron Klinger last October, 
where he held 20 classes with a 
total audience of 1,200 player~. 

We are hosting the following 
teachers: Andrew Robson is 
available to hold classes rn 
Yorkshire and possibly acro'>s 
the Pennines from September 
14-18; Ron Klinger is available 
for classes during the period 
October 1-20 (dates still to be 
confirmed). It is unlikely that 
time will permit Ron to go too 
far north, but don' t let this stop 
you from recording your 
interest. 

The family Hackett - yes, 
three for the price of one! Tricks 
of the Trade will be their theme 
and classes will be held in the 
spring of 2005. 

If you are interested in stag­
ing any of the above, please 
record your interest with 
Maggie McCorkell on 01296 
317225 or maggie@ebu.co.uk It 
is important that participating 
clubs can accommodate at least 
30 people in a single playing 
room. 

Golf and bridge 
OUR partnership with the 
English Golf Union and its 
team at Woodhall Spa in 
Lincolnshire is progressing 
well, with all the signs of nn 
excellent golf and bridge event 
in store on May 4 and 5. 
Further information and book­
ing form from our events team 
on 01296 317203. 

The EBU web site 
address, for 

competition results 
and much more 
information, is: 

www.ebu.co.uk 

•• aAAA 



CALENDAR 
APRIL 
8 GW Amott-Doavidson Trophy 

junior lnter-regiotul teoams or 
eight dwnplonshlp, 
Sheffield BC and Royal 
National Hotel, london 

9•11 Euter Futlval, Hilton THE Brighton Summer Meeting at the Hilton look at conventions you think you know, explor-
Hotel, Blackpool Metropole this year will be a busy time for the ing how to make the most of them by integrating 

9-12 E.uter Futlval, Royal EBU development department. In addition to all them into your bidding system and coping wh~n 
National Hotel, london the organised bridge there are events and cours- opponents interf~re-The.dates are August 19-~0, 

10 Under 19 p;alrs es for players o f all abilities. [Thursday-Friday). Both days run from lOjlm till 
dwTiplonshlp, Royal \Club Director Training. A full t et of the four- 4pm. £65 per person (£5 reduction for EBUTA 
Nadonal Hotel, london club TD training courses will ~e held froVl members) 1 

9-10 Under25 p;alrs Augus 16-19.- Monday - ssentials (£28), ' Third Rea"'l"ly- E;;:a-s-y-:C:::-o- n_g_r_e-ss-. Building on the 
=::s~~:,L!,don Tuesday - Book Rulings (£33), Wednesday t kuccess of the first I:Wo years, the Rrnlly Easy 

1" and IS BGB simultaneous p;alrs, Judgment Rulings (£33), Thursday.= Assessment Congress is an ideal opportunity for newer play-
dubs (£39),_Book:.all: four courses for j~£120. Each ers to experience the atmosphere and fun of 

16-ISl.ady Milne Trophy, day runs from 10.30am till 4:30pm. Brighton in friendly and relaxed surroundings. 
Ballymena, N Ireland r-Teacher Training Courses. You may be think- Thl year Ule congress~runsfrom August 16-18/ 

17- 18 Natlonoal Pairs final, Hilton ing that it Is time to put somethi~g back Into the (Monda -Wednesday). There arc four sessions 
Hotel, Coventry game you love and what better way than to start or bridge, playingabout 20 boards per session. 

Aprii23-May 3 Jeney offering bridge lessons. It's also an 2 PPOrtunity The first is on Monday evening. followed by two 
(Lamboume) to add to y~r income- Tile two-C!ay course At A sessions on Tuesday and- one_on_wedl"!esday._, =ta:.=.r.rsey Brightonon Aug1_:!st 16-17 (Monday-Tuesday) \ fi~g about 4.3qpm. The cost is £3850 P.er 

April 30-May" Schapiro Spring starts with how to teach bridge, what to teach f person. 
Foursomes, Moat House beginners and an opportunity to use the EBU's \ - A pi g now for professional teacher Robert 
lntemadonal Hotel, own teaching scheme. On day two all course Baker, who is running a series of Sunday cours-
Stratford-upon-Avon members have the opportunitx to eresent a short es in the coming months. On April 25 at the 

lesson with feedback. Both-days runfromlOam Thistle Hotel, Bristol and May 2 at the Thistle 
~:'y Golf and bridge (EBU-EGU till -4pm anClthe cost is £82 per person, whic.~~ Hotel, Exeter the topic is The 1NT Battlefield: 

Joint event) Woodhall Spa, includes the £12 EBUTA subscription. Existin~ better bidding after a 1NT opening bid. On May 
Uncolnshire EBUTA members pay £70. 16 at the Thistle Hotel, Bristol the topic is Slam 

12- 13 EBU Spring sim p;alrs, dubs • _ Conquering Common- Conventions. I'm Bidding: making the most of the big hands. The 
IS One day Green Point Joint pleased to say that Sandra Landy and Chris cost for each course is £35 a head, which 

events, Bedfordshire, Duckworth will again be the course tutors for includes tea and coffee breaks, plus a three-
Heneyslde and Cheshire, this summer's two-day workshop, which is the course carvery lunch. FuJI details from Robert on 
Sus~ G o 

1 
sixth in the series. The topic this time is a deeper 01275 856318 or email robertbaker@cheerful.com 

16 One u.y reen r~nt Jo nt 
events, Hampshire, 
Lancashire, london, 
Warwickshire 

22 Garden Otles Trophy 
reglonoal fin;als, various 
venues 

29-30 Spring Bank Holiday 
Congress, Boumemouth 

JUNE 
... 6 Yorkshire Congress, 

Harropte 
<4-S World Wide slm pairs, dubs 
S-6 Corwen Trophy, West 

Bromwlch 
12-13 Pachabo Cup, West 

Bromwlch 
19 One !by Green Point Joint 

events, Staffs and Shrops, 
Northamptonshire 

20 One day Green Point Joint 
events, Berta and Bucks, 
Herefordshlre, 

25-27 Shrewsbury Summer 
~gress. Sh~bury 

E6U NEWS 
\ AND EVENTS 

Camrose trials only 
J 

THERE is no European teams championship or 
other major championship in 2005 and the EBU 
selection committee has decided not to hold tri­
als for the purpose of sending an official team to 
the European Open Championship. 

Accordingly open trials in 2004-05 will be held 
solely for the purpose of selecting teams to rep­
resent England in the Camrose Trophy. 

From 2004-05 the format of the Camrose 
Trophy has been changed. Instead of each coun­
try playing each other country in a one weekend 
head-to-head match, the number of weekends 
will be reduced from five to two. 

All five countries will attend both weekends 

f Henry Huggill: 1915-2004 
and on each week­
end will complete a 
64-board match 
against two of the 
other four. The new 
format includes 
play on Friday 
evening. 

i DENIS Robson, chairman of the EBU, . was among those 
who attended the funeral of Henry Hugtll, whose record of 
dedication to bridge in Manchester and the North West was 
unparalleled. Henry was. a m~mber of the co'?'"'ittee that 
restarted competitive bndge m Manchester m 1946 and 
went on to serve for 57 years, nearly 40 of the.m as 
Manchester area chairman. He retired last year as prestdent. 

A Dimmic Fleming Award winner for his services to 
I bridge, Henry also played a good game. He took a team to 
I the finals of the very first Ledere~ !r:ophy contest and he 
t played for many years in the top dtvtston of the Manchester 
Ll.eague. -- ---·- -,-....... --~---
fta _, ___ - __ _ _ _ 

The selection 
committee has 
determined the for­
mat of the next 
open trials and 
details can be found 
on the EBU website 
www.ebu.co.uk 

MASTER POINT TROPHY 
National leader board 

Life Masters, Premier Life 
Masters, Grand Masters 
Miss F Hlndcn 
Mr PO Hacken 
Mr JC Allerton 
Mr JT Hackett 
MrD\V Eneas 
MrCFOwen 

15238 Surrey 
13136 Staffs & Shrops 
12815 Surrey 
10187 Staffs & Shmps 
9721 Surrey 
9642 North Eastern 

National Masters, 
Premier National Masters 
Mr M Prior 
Mrs SA Evans 
Mr N Sandqvist 
Mrsj Davies 
MrMG Dyme 
Mrs MVA Stimson 

13385 Kent 
12601 HertfonJshlre 
11266 London 
10791 HenfonJshlre 
9693 Manchester 
7990 Surrey 

Regional Masters, 
Premier Regional Masters 
Msj de nonon 9167 London 
Mr G Hallberg 9146 London 
Mr FE Willson 7660 Sum.-y 
Mr N Gray 7512 North Eastern 
MrG lp 6972 Norfolk 
Mrs H Montgomery 6795 l..:tncashire 

Sec county leaders, page 36 
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You do not have the 
right to remain silent 

EXPERTS pass on - there is nothing here 
for you. It is for learners, improvers and 
some, perhaps, of that vast army of sea­
soned players who might sometimes 
admit to making mistakes. 

'I couldn' t bid, partner, I didn't have 
enough points.' How many times have 
you offered this excuse when partner goes 
down in a bad contract? And are you sure 
you were right to say this? 

The thing about having a 'too-weak' 
hand is that you shouldn't volunteer a bid 
that might mislead partner into thinking 
you have some strength. But many, many 
times a bid from you is obligatory even 
without strength. For example, I am sure 
you know to give a 2+ negative response 
to an opening 2+ from partner, even with 
zero points-and to keep bidding till game 
is reached. He can see game in his own 
hand and simply wants your help in arriv­
ing at the best place to play it. Indeed, it 
may occasionally take a mere queen and 
jack in your hand to tum his game-going 
hand into a slam. But let's take some more 
mundane situations first. 

Bidding after a double 
Example 1: 1~ - Db! - Pass- ? 
Only a raw beginner would not realise 

that a pass here shows a hand with lots of 
trumps, expecting 1~ to go down. 
Otherwise you must bid something even 
on the poorest values (sometimes even a 
three-card suit). 

Example 2: 1~- Db!- 2+ -? 
Here we all know that the intervening 

2+ bid lets us off the hook and we can 
safely pass on a weak hand. Bidding here 
is voluntary and shows a bit of strength. 

Example 3: 1 t - Dbl - Rdbl- ? 
You know that in the first example the 

weaker you are the more important it is 
for you to bid and here it is even more 
important, because responder's call is not 
a new contract, but a magnification of the 
opening bid. Yet I have seen many a play­
er believe that this situation is the same as 
Example 2. It isn't, it's like Example 1 only 
more so. What if you pass and so does 
opener? He is now playing in a safe lt 
redoubled (equals game!) and probably 
plus redoubled overtricks (Ever worked 
out what they cost?). You have put partner 
on the spot. He needs your longest suit; 
you must bid so that he doesn't guess 
wrongly. If your only suit is spades you 
bid lNT. 

Rescuing 
Example 4: lNT- Dbl-? 
Assuming the double to be for penalties, 

partner could be in trouble, especially if 
playing the weak no trump. Maybe you 
have to pass, but not if you hold a five­
card suit, however weak. Take him out 
into two of your suit; don't try 'I couldn't 

bid, partner, I didn' t have enough points.' 
The weaker you are, the more crucial it is 
to bid, provided you have a five-card suit 
or longer. Yes, this could go down, but 
usually not as many as tNT would. It's 
called damage limitation. In fact, with a 
five-plus suit and a weak hand you should 
take him out even if he isn't doubled. 

Showing preference 
Perhaps you are bored by this article so 

far? Try this: 
Example 5: 1'1 - Pass - 1NT - Pass 

2+- Pass-? 
Whenever partner offers two suits (and 

you are minimal) you are supposed to 
show preference, and if in fact you prefer 
hearts, you have to go 3'1! (Or preferably 
3NT, if you can see it). No use saying 'I 
couldn't bid at the three level, partner, I 
didn't have enough points.' You have left 
partner in the wrong contract (Well, you 
haven't got four spades, have you?) The 
crux is that your partner has enough 
points for both of you (normally 16+ ), else 
he has bid badly. By making a high reverse 
bid, he is promising safety at the three 
level. So go there! 

What do you make of this one? (This is 
an actual hand that I suffered from once, 
my partner passing throughout): 

Example 6: U- 2+ - 2+ - Pass 
3+ - 4+ - 4t - Pass 
Pass - 5+ - Pass - Pass 
Dbl - Pass - Pass - ? 

...---~......, Both sides vulnerable, by 
• x x x x the way. You had better 
'I Ax x x x see your hand at this 
• X X X + point: 

x Well? You are not strong, 
are you? Are you not entiUed to pass? At 
the five level? Partner has been bidding 
like a madman and asking for trouble and 
now he has got It, eh? 

Let us stop treating partner like an 
enemy and give him a bit of help. What 
has he shown you? It's five clubs and at 
least five diamonds, isn't it? Well, he 
needs preference, so give it. It costs noth­
ing to go 5+, which may not even be dou­
bled. In fact, when you think about it your 
third pass was wrong, wasn't it? ' 
+ x Your partner's hand: 
., x x Analysis - 4t should 
t A K Q x x make for -620; if you 
• Ax x x x pass, 5+ doubled goes 

four down for -1100· if 
you bid, 5+ doubled goes hvo down 

1

for 
-500; 5+ if not doubled goes two down for 
-200. 

Makes you think. doesn't it? Well 
hope so. ' 

Strange bids 
Now let us put you in a different cate­

S?~: You and your partner, probably at 
has anstlgation, are trying to play some 

Terry Dwyer, who 
runs a small club 
near loughborough, 
has this offering for 
players tempted to 
pass when it is the 
last thing they 
should do! 

bidding techniques that go a bit beynnd 
the beginners' s tage. And we will ~up­
pose that partner has a sound grasp of 
these techniques and you don' t, either 
because they are a bit new to you or , 11 

can't quite remember them, or for •tn\' 

other reason you like. 
But the main point is this: partner i~ 

coming up with a bid you don't under­
stand, or can' t remember how to treat 
OK? 

I bet your first instinct in these cases is 
to say mentally 'I don' t know what this is 
about; I've bid my hand correctly and 
I'm pretty weak. I had better pass.' 
Believe me, a pass is the last thing you 
should do. Try these examples: 

Example 7: It - Pass - 4+ - Pass 
7 

Example 8: 1~ - Pass - 2~ - Pass 
3+ - Pass -7 

Example 9: 1'1 - 2'1 - Pass - 7 
Example 10: Pass- l t - Pass - 2+ 

2NT- Pass -7 
In every case a pass from you would be 

fatal. I'm not going to explain what your 
partner means in these examples; the main 
point is that you are in doubt about his 
meaning. 

But surely the one obvious thing about 
all these bids is that partner cannot 
possibly want to play in the contract 
concerned. So don' t leave him there. Go to 
a safe bid. Even a guess is probably better 
than nothing. 

Summary 
It may be helpful to recognise four com­

mon situations where we should think 
deeply before passing: 

1) Preference. Partner has bid two suits. 
Am I leaving him in the wrong one? 

2) Rescue. Partner is in a dangerous 
contract. Would my long suit be better? 

3) Convention. That bid doesn't make 
sense as it is. Is he asking me something? 

4) Forcing bids. Of course we never 
pass those, do we? 

To keep out of trouble we must beware 
of tunnel vision: seeing only our own 
~and. Look across the table with Imagina­
tion and logic and try to visualise part­
ner's hand as well as your own. Looking 
aga~n at that perennJal excuse, we can 
denve two valuable principles from it, to 
guide us in future: 

1) 'I didn't have the points' should 
become 'Have WE got the points?' 

2) 'I couldn't bid, partner .. .' should be 
replaced by 'There is perhaps something I 
should do.' 

Clutch this precept firmly to your 
bosom: 

'Pass' ALWAYS means 'There is nothing 
I can do to improve the situation'. 

Now the only excuse left is 'Sorry, part· 
ner, I should have bid'. 

~d~ ~--------------------------~----~---------------------------
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Bob Rowlands 

CARD PLAY QUIZ 
answers 

-· Combination A Combination B 

+ K 9 5 2 • K 952 

* t Aj64 • AJ 6 4 

Four bides needed Three tricks needed 

A. You should plan to finesse +J, but should you cash +K first? If 
West has +Q slnpton you cannot make four tricks however you 
play. but If East has + Q singleton you can win all the tricks provided 
J'OU do not start with + K. Your correct play Is to lead + 2 Initially and 
.._.. +J, hoping for a 3-2 split and East holding +Q. 

B. Only +Q 10 x x with either defender could be a problem. You 
can auard against all dangers by starting with +A and continuing with 
t4 cuwards dummy's remaining +K 9 5, simply covering West's 
ani. If West falls to follow on the second lead, play +K and lead 
IDWirds your remaining +J 6 for your third trick In the suit. 

and DOUBLES QUIZ 
answers 

Dealer North. Love all. 

West North East South 
t• Obi 1 

Yt1llt do you bid with: 
IA) t 73 ¥ K 10 96 +AJ862 + K4 
R.double - showing I 0-plus points and probably an Interest In 
Jllllllislnl the opponents. The redouble undertakes to double an 
opposlna contract or to bid on. 

tb)t106 3 ¥Q J 6 +K965 + A104 
R.double- Too strong for I NT so redouble and then bid 2t at your 
nat tum, which will describe your hand nicely. 

(d t K 106 ¥83 +) 10 864 + 1092 
Bid lt - To make It difficult for your left hand opponent to respond 
to the double. 

(d) tQ 6 ¥ 4 2 +10 9 J 2 + A K J 8 4 
Bid 2+ - Some prefer this to be forcing; others say It shows 7 ·I 0 
palms, lr you redouble opponents will surely bid hearu and you will 
Ill In dlfl'lculty. 

Denis Young's 

SNEAKY answer 

~
urhand 
863 
}109 
KQ I 

87531 __ 
[

Dummy J +A74 
'I KQ 
+ J 10 765 3 I 
+A) _j 

' 

SET to make 3NT you receive a heart lead, which you win In dummy with 
.... ~ Both opponents duck the first diamond and, after your left 
t.nd opponent shows out on the second round, his partner ducks again. 
I~ did not anticipate at trick one what ml&ht happen you taw 

mlaed your wq. You should taw put the ¥10 on dummy's queen. Alter 
)aU dlscoYw the nasty diamond break you lead a club to the ace and, 
llllhln ~ haft lost a diamond you want them to ake ¥A. on which 10 
.... lick lnd lq. And then. ~ hope. they lead another heart. chonlinl 
l'tiWhle. You wanted them to think that your hearts were 2·2. so that they 
~put lhelr lnOUtS In the trOIJ&h sual&ht away. When you win the trick 
W\ the lnlllcy nine and make yoAX contraCt. the look of horror on their 
~II llcea~W~ny day by the seaside. 

9~~~~~~ 
SOLUTION TO THE FEBRUARY COMPETITION 

IN the original form of Stayman a sequence like I NT- 2+ - 2" - 2NT/3NT promised 
~~~ spad~ because responder would not have used Stayman without a four-card 

10r. Th1s Is ~led promissory Stayman because It guarantees a four-card major. 
Nowadays life ls not so simple. A plain raise of I NT to 2NT Is not possible for those 

who use 2+ as a transfer to diamonds (called four· suited transfers). For them the only 
~y of raising to 2NT Is via Stayman, whether or not they hold a four-card major. The 
mplicatlon Is that I NT- 2+ - 2+ - 2NT does not guarantee a four-card major, but 
I NT - 2+ - 2+ - JNT does show a four-card major. This Is called non-promissory 
Stayman. 

Which hand should West have for these sequences? 

I lAND 1. C ame all. . ,, ~4'iil~ 

West East 
lNT 

2+ 2+ 
2t 

(a) t AQ 10 7 5 
¥ 8 

+ 983 

(b)tJ8543 
'I A]75 
+ 9 

(c) t AQ8 76 
'IK 872 
• 98 

+ 8 743 

WITH (a) you would simply have trans­
ferred Into 2+ and passed. 

(b) Is correct. This sequence shows 
five spades and four hearu. If the 
response to 2+ had been 2• you would 
have passed. 

+ 843 + A6 

With (c) you would have transferred 
with 2" and amtinued with 3" (game 
forcing) over partner's forced 2+. 

No difference If playing non· 
promissory Stayman. 

111\ND 2. lovc all. · ..(Vr>.:tilr..-

West East 
lNT 

2+ 2'1 
2t 

(a) t AQJ76 
" 862 

(b) t KQ76 
'1 96 

(c) t KQ10976 
'18 652 

+ K83 
+ 62 

(a) Is correct. If East had shown four 
spades you would have made a game try 
with 3t. 

With (b) your rebid Is 2NT. This 
guarantees four spades. 

With (c) you would have done best to 
bash 4t Immediately, preferably with a 

+ AQ 102 
+ 863 

• QJ10 
+ -

tranSfer. Why investigate a 4-'1 fit with 
four tiny hearu when you have an excel· 
lent six-card spade suit? 

Playing non-promissory Stayman (b) Is 
correct. This should be forcing at least 
for one round and perhaps to game. That 
depends on partnership agreement. 

111\ND 3. lnvc Jll. · ... :·,;..!..~;;~ 

West East 
lNT 

2+ 2'1 
4+ 

(a) t A]7 6 
¥ A2 
+9 
+ KQJ754 

(b) t AKQ4 
'I A] 8 2 
• J7 53 
+ A 

(cHAK8 
'IKQ 82 
+ KQ32 
+ K7 

AS a general principle, a new suit at the 
four level in an uncontested auction after 
an opening bid at the one level, should be 
a cue bid. Therefore with (a) your second 
bid should be 3+ . Nowadays this Is 
played as unconditionally game forcing, 
showing a four-card major and at least 
four clubs. 

(b) Is correct. 

With (c) you want to reassure partner 
that heam are trumps and then use 
Blackwood. An Immediate 4NT would 
be quantitative, so start with 3t , a cue 
bid agreeing heam. 3t cannot be nitural 
because with fiVI spades you would have 
snrted with a transfer; 

No difference If playing non­
promissory Stayman. 

11 :\1'\D .t. G.unl' all. ·.-.;.::~5 

West East 
tNT 

2+ 2'1 
3NT 

(a) t ]7 6 2 
"65 
+AKQ1054 
+ 4 

(b) t K75 
'17 
+AQ]76 
+ K532 

(c) t 9 7 4 3 
'I KJ 4 
+AQ6 
+ AQ7 

(a) Is correct. 
With (b) you should jump to 3NT 

without using Stayman, or start with a 
game-forcing 3+. The purpose of 
Sayman Is not to check If you taw 
enou&h heartS to provide a stopper. Note 
that If East has three heartS that could be 
three heart stoppers. while If East has 
four small hearts there may be no heart 

stopper. 
With (c) you should jump to 3NT 

without using Sayman. You have plenty 
of points for game, but the most likely 
thing to defeat you Is finding a grotty -4-'1 
spade fit and l'\lllnlng Into a bad trump 
break. 

No difference If playing non· 
promissory Stayman . 

AND THE WINNERS ARE -
OPEN: Nlpl Osmer, ............. Eut Suaa 

REGIONAL: .... Hoole. a.mford, ~ 
COUNTY:.....,_ Hapldns. Walsal 
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Island's man of bridge 
TO mark the 25th anniversary of the Isle of 
Man's Island Bridge Club, founder John 
Crowe, his wife Kathryn and their family, 
invited a large party of club members and 
their friends to a celebration dinner at the 
Imperial Hotel. 

It was a great time to reminisce for the 
man who moved to Douglas from Peel 
half-a-century ago and who, through the 
years, has worked unceasingly to promote 
the game of bridge. 

John and Kathryn Crowe 

Belmont, the Crowe's family home, has 
also been a home to bridge. In the early 
days it was the venue for competitions 
where many renowned players enjoyed 
the friendly hospitality and helped to 
establish the game on the island. 

After John Crowe retired from Barclays 
Bank in 1976 he decided to become a 
bridge teacher, but it took some time for 
the local college of further education .to 
accept that bridge was a worthwhile 
subject. 

Then John decided to buy a property 
where bridge beginners could play wi~­
out upsetting established players and th1s 
led to the founding of the Island Bridge 
Oub. 

Gifts were presented by the club mem­
bers to John and Kathryn and on behalf of 
the club Michael Sheehan praised the 
efforts of the founder for the loyalty he 
engendered among members and for 
ensuring that there was always a welcome 
space and kindly guidance for the newer 
and less confident players. 

After the dinner each guest was given a 
souvenir booklet, prepared by John Crowe 
and his daughters Janice and Ruth. The 
attractive publication highlighted in fasci­
nating detail the history of the club. 

In memory of 
Arnold Deane 

Avril Deane (centre), who donated the 
Arnold Deane Memorial Bowl t o the 
North Eastern Bridge Association in 
memory of her father, presents the trophy 
to Pat De Leeuw (left) and Marion Curran, 
first winners of what Is planned to become 
an annual competition. See North Eastern 
report on page 42. 

County news deadline 
COUNTY News contributions for the june edition 
of English Bridge should reach the editor (email and 
other address details page 3) by April 26. 

Photographs are very much appreciated, but If 
emailed mustbe sent large format/high resolution. 
Otherwise prints sent In the post are best. 

Master Points Trophy county leaders : 
A\'On Dubyshln Key to county Levels North Eastern SW'1"ty 
4MrCJoaa U66 4MrOW.woa 1)91 ~~lr E DIVWII m1 ~~lr TJ Homl)'ll 6..'9! 
OlriiBLombcn 1167 ·~In ~lA Beale 2$.18 ~~lrDDaWoa 7$70 ~~lrAlaWJ>s ~~ 

'~" 5 51<'><111 
,.,, 5Mr Nl AIJilll 9S2 4 = Star and Tournament Masters 5 Or PI l'tuiCe .1508 5~111 OS Rodlmoo>J :rnti 

5Air D Cn1rJ>rt 1390 5Mr W llowclnl 700 
5 = County and Advanced Masters 5~1r AM Pryor J076 5~tnK.LI'r)cw ms 

6.\irAThanw 1791 6MrDOWmy .501 6MrPI..,.. 
·~ 6!olrPII'IuJ!111 ::m 

6Mn I<.S ~ICNJiwo 1.50 6Mr RWO lknry 6J 6 = Unranked, Club and Distrid Masters 61-lnDMMamw. 1m 6~1rA Doll.lnl l~W 

Dedfonlshl~ Devon llu~rordshl~ Llncolnshl~ Nonhamptonshlre Sussu 
4~1110 Duna 1973 4MrDMMeck )117 4MnJBIIolder ~)I 4MrPOdlds J~l 4~1rK W"uc 3139 4~1rASymoru 74SJ 
4Mn WAIId<ley 1'-10 4MnPMCC&M 1733 4Mnlll"'""' 444) 4MrLS.Undm 2219 ~Mn ~U Blllk7 2~ 4.\lr Jll Woool.lnl "::s 5Mr DL Connolly II~ 5Mr1Doull 3026 ,,.., I Mum7·Waoon 1)69 'MriSHIII 22~ 

,,.., IM Clatl.e 2747 5MrR Waacr llru 
SMn Wll Dcddoea 417 'MrSUodfan 1~1 5MrAI Manil 

~· jMnDI.aw ~ '~lr I Chaclllkl.t Ill~ 3~\n NA Wl>cc lwn&IU .~, 

6.\lnMMiunco 6ll 6Mr Ill Cto .. man lOll 6.\lrEBDUnlll 1472 6MiuSO Yor\ Jill 6MrRAKblt 1-102 6MrALu 1166 
6,\lr 0. Robl>ln1 47S 6.\lnBOUoyd 19, 6MnDBoumo 132-1 61-in ECSocelo 966 6MnSAMciniOib 4Jl 6.\lrPD Billu>p 114 

Berkl and lluckl Direct llertrordshl~ London Notlln~:hamshln Wan,lckshl~ 
4.\lrDU..Iey ~7 4Mr MD Sh<ploml ,25 4MrAR Kayo 372,.1 4MrGLL<demw~ 4867 4~1rD 5mltll 1~3 4~1riS Wri&IU UXl 
4~1rCS llarrit 41n 4Mn WALSh<pb<nl ,25 4Mnll Kaye 37, 4MnSCooprr 3689 4MnAPn.Jicnoo J()q 4Mn II Footer 2m 
IDrR5 l'lan1 2,6 5Mr0SO ,......,..., .. 10.16 5MrR Bun~en 2110 jMrAMalonov..U 

~'" 
jMrPSau~ l-176 jMr JIIIIUkl 192J 

'Dr II Plan& 2106 5MI15MColhns 310 5MnVAO"""" 
·~· 

j.\lr5SOilloJ 3102 j.\lrl Smhllon 
·~ jMrMEI'Iric IMl 

6MrN Piper 2500 6MrDI.aLII& 1410 6MrRL'fllnllllnl 26-12 6!oh LK CkTy 2276 6,.\nYDo-. J6n 6DrMNibq l7t 
61<1rMWiiUM011 2306 6MnMII11011 IW 6MnLI'<m 2391 6Mr D Goolona 21)4 61<111 M Savace UlJ 6!oln0AB..,..,. 79o& 

Cambs and Jlunts Dorset ble or Mu lllancha ltr 0 1fordshln Watrn.orland 
4Mr PI Somrrfkld :1901 4Mr D Ilona 31()4 4MnMB 0.... 611 4MrSIIhlan...- 3664 ~~lnASIDIIII 2667 ~MrAfamer 1.50 
4~1aj 0. 0. Vries 3S2j 4~1rPASayor rna 4~\nAA~ 301 4.\ln I( Kodl 2461 4.\trFCW\ 17.&6 4~1rTAUs.Jie 1!6 
j~lr KR l1nlo 2299 j~ln MR Day 2132 5Ain1Trmp,._ 929 jAtn L Morrulo 1000 ntnKCioambal.in IJ~ jMnAAonkJ·Walka JUT 
'~" 0 Wil\laa 1016 5Mr0 Ro•IMd ,91 j.\trKTemplru. 929 'MnDI..)'IIu 992 '~InS SII'Odc 1170 '~tncF ........ ,0 
6!>\nM""-ma 2100 61<1n1Eu111 lOll 6\ln lA lo•ru 2n 6!olr D lolll.olayenl.o 1000 6Mr1Cet~ lll7 61< lr F 'TIIar1llm Ill 6.\lrRRNr..,.. 169-4 6Mr AS Bl)flelol 741 6\lr I lo•"flt %75 ~lrRl.lbonw m 6Prol N Slqlllna 107, 6DrWDaw- IS6 

Channel Islands Esst:r Ktnt Mtrst)slde!Chabl~ Somtrwt \\1ltsbl~ 4Mr Pl'locbet 1267 ~AiriRWiucao "" 4~111 L Radfunl 7175 4Dr CWhaley 1797 4Mrcss- l4n ~Mr SD lloicboo>c U74 
~Ain 0 l'll<h<f 11.16 40r JC \\1lii1JDJ 3729 4Mn VARee•n j.l67 40r00 o.an., 971 4Air FE Cohmu l7U 4~1rMROIIu ... 1~17 
jAin RM lkaly 997 '~lr SP Mupll 2901 mrMRa...- 37~ S~h .. BSma 2191 ,,.., Kll Caddy 1421 jMn DAd.uou ll39 
'"'" PA l:lubrai 

9JJ j~lrRTR~ 2486 S~lr KAAW:rol'l JS71 50rMR l'llll'oall 129'1 jMw I hiODily I:W 3Ain I Ad.uou 976 
6!ol.rC8Iao:l..M0110 1129 6Mw LEI'myrnao JOJj 6).1riMDIJIII 2~16 ~IrS Ed•·W. 700 61-lr NA C&rJo 22~ 6!olrCSII._, 319 6).\n SC Ortnyrt ·~ ~trSIOorru 1313 61-lrSW.W. 1743 6~1rRA WIWcr 661 6lolrCPIUuahl 19j ~lniAWri&IU 161 

Cornwall Glouct'Sttnltlre Lancashl~ l\llddlesu Stalfs and Sbrops Worttstenhl~ 4MnPDW 3670 4MrKA Rahim 3m 4Mr~IAF)'ae 2575 4~1rl Sof'oa 3980 ~MrNI..,.. 2016 ~~lr R Carma lUI 4MrSVDul 2497 ~~lr DO Cool< 3116 4Ain M Fyae 2.169 4~1r~U o.,b ).100 4Mr K lleal.y 4~tn ~u Jlanaah 29'12 1700 $Air IR Macfar\ano 1416 5MriMWcbb Ul6 j~ln D A>jlllllll IIU j~lr I 5.........., 2536 jMrK Wwrwbl 3:16' 1171 jAirDl\aolly jMr K lluri1 7)4 mniW!ftlrt 1030 5Mr AW WiiU.U... 1613 jJ:lr I Dud.lal 5~tn ~u Anont ,12 21~ 1110 mn liB eamen. 6!oln PDoylr l7ll 6!olr~Ut..•b IUO 6!olrCDWood 1!161 6~bPCohn. 199 6MrCDToyar 1)96 9l4 61-tnEIM Ruu 660 216J 6.\lrOE Nolf 6~\r RP Gr\nuhlw 6!olnSOolbal liST 6loh11S-... 716 6lollLCt>Wa 

~· 6lolnl0n:y .101 

Cumbrt. llants and loW !AI~ I~ l'iorfolk Sulfolk \'orkshl~ 4~1r I Cao,.ay ·~ 
4~111 Dl Socwon lS40 4Mr I Sttclr 4141 4~1n~IAS11111b 2.1.16 4Mr BE l'lr\ioooaa J1l! 2114 ~~ln~ITdlb 4~1111 Waller ,66 4~1rRO.,.fuod 3119 4'1nVESaoa 2122 4'tnon.-.. ID6 ••trMLS.-a m9 j•tnB &!......,.. 616 5MrCs-. )139 1317 4~\n L 8naetl 5~\niPeo.- 1399 5MtAILeu 3037 3~1nJA lbuni·Da\ln 5Mn 1()\R RooU 3())9 

SMnSRo....- 310 5Mr50 Uaa 29, 5~\nOMCkiJ...s 9~ 
)480 

%199 j~lrASAIJou Jl7j ntrsB,_ .. lll~ jMn K hl.ually 6!olrAiunn 401 61<1n SIB Lawmoooe ·~ 6!olr R Shrrauld 1499 61-lrAkff"'* 1117 Wrllt.-y 6199 
~InCl.,... )41 ~IriS limy 1500 61-ln cs •1ot..y 250 UIO 6!olrlllllrou 

~IJ 6~\n JM Abbool ~ 6lolnS Scaa 931 6.\lnFB"'"' 
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--------------.1, Grand Master 
promotions 
c R Croswell Kent 

&WDydeAvon 

J G Griffin Derbyshire 

M Harris Hertfordshlre 

G W Jones Middlesex 

D W P Kendrick 
Cambs and Hunts 

p Sores Berks and Bucks 

Master Point 
Promotions 
AYOa 
Gnncl Master Tournament 
a W Dyde Master 
Praa1a' 0 Owteris-
Natloul Master Whiting 
OS Evans 5° Slar Master 
Praala' Mrs DE Bidmead 
RecJcm11 Master Mrs J Hughe$ 
Mn SEM Cooper Mn PE l..ce 
2' Star Regional 4• Slar Master 
r.tasta' Mrs S Death 
Mn PA Bini WR Death 
5" Star Master F Jones 
HE Nonb R Smurthwaile 
Mn J Withey 3° Slar Master 
4' Star Master Mn L Holman 
C JODCS Mrs B Regan 
MT Lock K Robbins 
J• Star Master 2' Slar Master 
T l'iDchbcck Mn R HemllUI 
2' Star Master Mrs V Hooton 
M Dlvics Mrs H Weatherby 
I' Star Master I' Slar M~ler 
Mn E Buller U Champmss 
Adnaced D Cook 
ftlasta' Mn RHC Foxwell 

DrDMair 
Mn t.!Jt Cowley Mrs JS Tauber 
=~ Mrs PF Wallis 
J McGrv111 Advanced 
Cauaty Master Master 
I Col>'- Mrs GC Deal 
....._._.":f M Dun:h 
~Master Mrs YM Cocking 
Mn KS MOMghan Ms S llegi 
Albomu MrsS 
Clab !\laster McNaua:hton 
Ms J Griffiths Mrs M Meadows 

MBikcrll"-..._· RC Oliver 
n ~.... Master 

Bedf,._. ... 1 M Auger 
....... , re RTDay 

J• Star Rq:lonal NH Rundell 
Master Mrs JE Teny 
lR Wilson MD 1\uon 
Masltr Mrs TR 1Uson 
Dl Connolly County !\laster 
COWit)' Master Mrs E Crosslef 
Mn PA llind Mrs P Cugnono 
Dlltrkt Muter KR Gl1llltham 
EO Mason Mn PT langfonl 

Mrs DO Mayfield 
Bub and R£ Potter 
B~~ekl Mrs CM Roy 
Gl'llld Master Mrs 0 Sayen 
Mn P Scares M Wright 
Life Master District l\lasler 
RB Pa1mrr Mn T Oatherc:ole 
l'raaltr AJ lleyes 
NaUoaaJ Master Mrs GE .Perrin 
Mn AD Browne RA Perrin 
NalloaaJ Master Mrs D ~awyer 
M 11an.er M Wilkmson 
J• Star Prrm~r Club lllaster 
Rea1oaaJ Master Mrs GR Downen 
AR Gan!' 0 Drown 
2• Star ~ 1 Mrs A Melville· 
Master ona Jackson 
Mn SN Poner 

II Duff Mrs I! 'TUrner t:!:: Rfllonal Mrs EM WiLley 

~!_~~pson Cambs and 
~Master llunts 2! ~ PW.t Grand 1\lastrr 
1i l8r OWl' Kendrick 

lllll'llaalml 6• Star Premier 
~~· Rqloaal Master 

ams IS Aldridge 

(rtnllbt .. td 011 lltxt piiJt) 

[Avon ·---, 
._ ...,_,..._ 

www.abca.freeserve.co. uk 
MANY congratulations to Cathy and 
Andrew Smith on winning the coun­
ty pairs title. The final was contested 
by 14 pairs and played over 52 
boards at Bristol BC.It is Cathy's first 
and Andrew's third win in the event. 
They were two percentage points 
clear of the field and followed home 
by Delia Stephens and Sarah Hurst, 
Eva Turner and Tony Letts, Margaret 
Harris and Richard Kendall, Colin 
Cheek and Mike Short and Damian 
Nicholls and Lewis Morton. The first 
three pairs are eligible to represent 
Avon in the Corwen Trophy. 

Congratulations to Brian Dyde 
and Peter Sherry, winners of the 
Swiss pairs championship at the 
EBU's overseas congress in Estoril. 

Congrat-ulations also to Huw 
Oliver and Andrew Urbanski, who 
were the national winners of the BGB 
simultaneous pairs, playing at the 
West of England Club and returning 
a score of 74.7%. Mike 0 'Brien and 
Margaret Harris were third with 71.8 
%, also playing at the West of 
England Club, which had 18 tables in 
play. 

Further congratulations to Brian 
Dyde on his promotion to 
Grandmaster (Avon's seventh). 

Avon played East Wales at home 
in the Western League, the A team 
(Brian Dyde, Peter Sherry, Eva 
Turner and Tony Letts) winning 
18·2 and the B team Oanine Griffiths­
Saker, Marc Lee, Tony Gammon and 
Huw Oliver) winning 17-3. 

Avon played Hereford away and 
again recorded two victories. The A 
team (Bernard Mitchell, Angela 
Pullen, Marc Lee and David Jones) 
won 15·5 and the B team (Nick 
Barham-Hall, Andrew Urbanski, 
Janine Griffiths-Saker and Robert 
Covill) won 17-3 . 

Avon is currently well placed in 
both divisions of the Western 
League, having won thre~ . matches 
and lost one in each dlvtston. Last 
season the county won the A division 
undefeated and finished second in 
the B division. Pairs interested In 
representing Avon in this league are 
asked to contact Robert Glass. 

The Avon heat of the Garden 
Cities teams of eight championship 
was held at the West of England 
Oub and won convincingly by the 
host club's team of Robert Covill, 
Aidan Schofield, Jeremy Rickard, 
Robert Glass, Mike Elliott, TI~ 
Brierley, Brian Goalby and Davtd 
Jones who will represent the county 
in th~ South West regional final in 

May. d 
Sarah Pinchbeck. who represent~ 

England in the Channel Trophy tn 
Utrecht, was also a member of the 
successful England under 20 team In 
the Junior Camrose held in Cork. 
Dave Cropper was a member of the 
successful England under 25 team In 
Cork and Alan Jones played for the 
Welsh team that finished second. 

The Avon junior pairs was won by 

NEVVS 
Ben and Tom Paske, of Hereford, 
with Torquay's Josh Smith and 
Gurik Thomas second and Xunyan 
Li (Bristol University) and David 
Barrett (Frome) third. The junior 
pairs at the Torquay Congress was 
won by Olivia Varney playing with a 
local partner. 

In the NICKO two Avon teams are 
through to the fourth round - West 
of England A Oeremy Rickard, 
Robert Glass, Huw Oliver and Tony 
Gammon) and Bristol D (Mike 
O'Brien, Bill Crymble, Bill Maddox 
and Sheila Hodges). 

At the London Year End Congress 
Robert Glass (playing with Martin 
Pope) finished in a fine fourth place 
in the men's pairs. 

At the Blackpool Year End 
Congress Andrew and Cathy Smith 
were eighth in the Swiss pairs. 

The Everett Cup final (Bristol 
Bridge Club teams) comprised eight 
teams from an original entry of 18 
and was won for the second year 
running by Duncan Cairns, David 
Jones, Eva Turner and Tony Letts, 
with Riki Kittel. Mike Elliott, Diana 
Hutton and Faith Stinchcombe sec­
ond. Equal third were Delia 
Stephens, Steve Jones, Sarah Hurst 
and Bob Williams, with Janine 
Griffiths-Saker, Robert Covill, Tony 
Gammon and Robert Glass. 

The Preddy Cup (West of England 
BC handicap teams) drew eight 
entries and was won by Janine 
Griffiths-Baker, Robert Glass, 
Andrew Urbanski and David Jones. 

In the National pairs the qualifiers 
for the South West regional final are 
Pat Chant and Peter Tilley, Cathy 
and Andrew Smith, Gwynn Davis 
and Tony Ratcliff, Margaret Harris 
and Richard Kendall, David Jones 
and Miles Cowling, Tony Letts and 
Eva Turner, Jan and Margaret 
Mundy, Lewis Morton and Damian 
Nicholls, Laurie Barth and Steve 
Cart and Robert Covill and Aidan 
Schofield, 

At the East Wales Congress the 
highest placed Avon team was Huw 
Oliver, Tony Gammon, Jeremy 
Rickard and Robert Glass, who fin· 
ished eighth out of 87 entries. 

Diary dates: April4 county mixed 
pairs final, Bristol BC; April 18 
ACDA inter-club teams (new event). 

I Bedfordshire 
www.Bedfordshlre-Bridge­

Assoc.co.uk 
FIVE clubs provided seven teams for 
Bedfordshire's inter-club teams of 
eight and the event was won by the 
Wardown team of Angela and 
Richard Chester, Wendy and Eric 
Audsley, Roly Wale and Dick Bond, 
Nick Welch and John Huxle}'· Second 
was Bedford A (Brian and Maureen 
Stairs, Monica Lucy and Maggie 
Willis, Dominic Connolly and David 
Woulds, Greg Ward and David 
Willett) and third .Milton Keynes A 
(Ron Davis and Lynne Emmett, Janet 
Marsh and Peter Coles, Phil Gee and 
Alan Oddie, Anne and David 
Gilling). 

Wardown Bridge Oub therefore 
represents Bedfordshlre in the 
regional fmal of the Garden Cities 
T~phy, accompanied by all our good 
WIShes. 

In the county Swiss pairs Ron 
Davis and Roger Edmonds rose 
through the field to win the closely 
contested competition by 11 vps. 
Second place went to Brian and Rita 
Keable, with Alan Oddie and Jon 
Williams third. 

Congratulations to Jon Williams 
and Alan Oddie, members of the 
team that £inished second in the 
national S\viss teams congress. 

Diary dates: April 4 county pairs 
final, Brickhili 2pm; April22 one star 
pairs final. Woburn Sands 7 .30pm; 
April23 simple system teams, Milton 
Keynes 7.45pm; May 13 county AGM 
and EBU simultaneous pairs, 
Woburn Sands 7pm; June 3 restricted 
pairs, Woburn Sands 7 .30pm. 

Don't forget the BBA/EBU Swiss 
teams on May 15, Stevenage lpm. 
Details from the website. 

I Berks and Bucks 
www.berks·and-bucks-cba.co.uk 

LEN Handley and Chris Burley won 
the Rex Avery Trophy for the county 
pairs championship. The top five pairs 
qualify for the Conven Trophy. The 
others were 2 Peter and Dee Undon. 3 
Mike Ribbins and Nigel Guthrie, 4 
Richard Palmer and Dick Davey, 5 
David Owen and Bill Godenzie. 

County pairs plate 1 Lyn Holman 
and Anthony Collins, 2 Jennie 
Corfield and Bruce Franklin. 3 Greg 
Howell and Bob Beauchamp. 

Joseph Mela and James Evans 
were members of the South Western 
team that qualified for the final of the 
G W Arnett-Davidson Trophy, to be 
held in London at Easter. This is a 
new competition. which started last 
year for teams of eight comprised of 
players of school age. 

Diary dates: April 20 club teams 
final for the Committee Cup, plus the 
plate competition; May 9 club palrs 
final for the Waller Bowl; May 18 
invitation teams event, Berkshire v 
Buckinghamshire; May 30 friendly 
pairs for the Lederer Salver; June 6 
Swiss teams and AGM; June 20 
Green Point Swiss teams, Bracknell. 

( Cambs and Hunts } 
www.cambsbridge.org.uk 

DAVID Kendrick and Victor Milman 
fmished third in the National men's 
palrs, while in the National women's 
pairs Catherine Jagger was fourth. 
just ahead of Sue Oakford and Nadia 
Stelmashenko. Nadia and Sue also 
reached the quarter-finals of the 
National women's teams, as did 
Catherine Curtis, while Catherine 
Jagger reached the seml-fmals. 

Our Tollemache team (Gareth 
Birdsall and Julian Wightwick. Roger 
Gibbons and David Kendrick. 
Catherine Jagger and Jonathan 
Mestel and Chris Jagger and Ian 
Pagan, with Chris Larlham non· 
playing captain), came third in the 
fmal behind Surrey and London. 
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Master Point 
promotions 
Carnbs and 1° Star Prtrnler 
llunts nmt RtaloMI Master 
1° Star l'nmJer Mn 0 Lanbhc&r 
RtaJonal Master 6° Star Rqlonal 
Mn MC Dunvws Master 
1° Star l'nm~r D Porter 
RtaloMI Master 5° Star Rrglonal 
Mn C Dull Masttr 
1° Star GRIIIIoare 
Thumament 5° Star Master 
Master Mn JM Crab~= 
VK VKbhcr Miu E.ML 
3° Star Master NichoiJOn 
t.t..j CL De Vries 4° Star Master 
Advanced TF Coole 
Master 3° Star Masttr 
KR Firth Mn A Mackly 
Ms 0 Willdns l" Star Master 
Master JD Danyard 

• JS lloneu 
DA Wilh&llll OM Meek 
County Mastu 1' Star Masttr 
Mn M Fcnman Mn ED llooper 
Mn A Newman S Lane 
Dlstrld Master R Unglwn 
Mn J llewcr PJ l.ucas 
C lfowleu MJ Tnpnell 
Mn I Stow Advanced 
N Trentham Mastu 

Channel Islands J Boxall 
DrAR Jukes 

rnm~urc WMenzies 
Master Mn PTomanet 
Mn SO Rankin Mn J Trapnell 
3° Star Mastu Master 
P PilCher Dr J O'Keefe 
Master L Spencer 
LAllam County Mastu 
County Mastu HJ Crossman 
Mn SE.M Conoops Rll Mutcn 
Mn S Smith District Master 
Club Mastu CJ Baker 
Mn W Bowen Mn M Rowe 

Com tl'aJl 
4• Star Master 
MnABam:n 
MnKWiliJ 
3° Star Mastu 
Mn JM Congdon 
JV Deal 
MnPDeal 
Adnnced 
~l.asltr 
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The county pairs w as won by 
Gareth Birdsall and Don McFarlane, 
with Chris Jagger and Ian Pagan sec­
ond. 

The county individual was won 
by Sheila Barker, with David 
Carmichael second. 

Diary date: June 6 Jubilee Swiss 
pairs. 

[ Channel Islands 
www.gtonline.net I community I cicba 
GUERNSEY was ahead of Jersey In 
deciding its line-up to contest the 
county teams final. At the time of 
writing Robert Plumley, Susie 
Famon, Colin Tostevln and Lynda 
Mildon had secured the honour of 
meeting Jersey's best, where there 
were still four teams in contention. 

After reducing an original 
Guernsey entry of nine to a knockout 
round of four the Plumley team first 
despatched Dick Langham, Rudi 
Falla, Lyn Williamson and John 
Seymour and then went on to beat 
Jan Monachan, Pat Merriman, 
Brenda Walker and Brenda Lihou -
that was after the Monachan team 
had defeated Vera, Ann and Don 
Babbe and Grace Jones. 

The Guernsey open pairs champi­
onship brought further success for 
Robert Plumley and Susie Famon, 
They won the event, with Ian 
Monachan and Pat Merriman second 
and Margaret Allen and Gill Morgan 
third. 

Jersey players achieved consider­
able success in the British winter 
simultaneous pairs, which was 
played over three consecutive days. 
On the Tuesday Jan Dorey and 
Rosemary Beattie scored 69% and 
were third out of some 2,600 pairs 
nationally, while on the Wednesday 
Sue Rankin and Brian Youd scored 
70.5% and were third out of 2,500 
pairs nationally: good performances 
all round. 

The Jersey Wmter Cup, held over 
seven sessions, with each competitor 
playing with a different partner at 
each session, resulted in Sue Rankin 
:retaining her title, with Peter Pitcher 
second and Marion Miles third. 

I Cornwall J 
www.jkeast.freeserve.co.uk 

WE are now nearing the back end of 
another season and It is time to thank 
all the members who have supported 
the county events. This year we have 
had more tables in play than ever 
before and the new venue at Ladock 
has proved to be very well received 
by the members. Please remember as 
you read this that the AGM Is due 
and will be followed by the Norman 
Woodhouse individual tournament. 
Please come along and support your 
chairman and his committee, who 
have worked hard throughout the 
season to bring you your bridge. 

Results of events: Hilda Higman 
Trophy men's pairs 1 Geoff Warren 
and Laurence Hayes, 2 David Boxall 
and Alan Myles, 3 Rod Bell and 
Owen Prior; Ryley King ladies' pairs 
1 Pat Meade and Val Manlcorn, 2 Mrs 
Deal and V Pitman, 3 Jan Keast and 
Mrs L Palfreyman; county teams of 
four 1 Mike Booth. Colin Pole, Pat 
Meade and Val Manlcorn, 2 Margaret 
Warner, Janet Heath. Mary Robson 
and R Jones, 3 Jan and K Keast, Joe 

COUNTY NEWS 

Bryant and L Haynes; Penventon 
Swiss pairs 1 June Fitness and 
Harold Payne, 2 Jan and Ken Keast, 
3 Harry Jackson and Irene 
Rowlandson, equal 3 Harry Livesey 
and John Hamel; county teams of 
eight 1 Helston, 2 Camboume, 3 
Truro. 

[ Cumbria 
www.cumbriabridge.co.uk 

CUMBRIA's inter-club teams of 
eight competition was won by Eden 
Bridge Club, represented by Mike 
Ash and Jeff Brown, Ian Reeves and 
Ken Johnston, Adam Aitken and Ian 
Smith and Ken Anderson and Tony 
Bartlett. They go on to represent 
Cumbria in the Garden Cities 
Trophy. Congratulations to them. 
Runners-up were Workington 
Bridge Club, with the hosts, Barrow, 
third. 

Winter simultaneous pairs: 1 Mike 
Dunstan and Tony Parker 
(Workington), 2 Tony Aldred and 
Estelle Savage (Barrow), 3 David 
Latimer and John Robinson 
(Keswick), 4 Joan Mossop and Geoff 
Thomson (Eden). 

Pivot teams: 1 Mary Cooney, 
Marjorie Bamford, Jack Conway and 
Jack Etchells (Barrow), 2 Alan and 
Carol James, Anne Breakey and John 
MacLachlan (Workington), 3 Philip 
and Sally Wraight (Grange), Geoff 
and Kathleen Bell (Brampton). 

I Derbyshire 
www.derbyshirecontractbridge.co.uk 
PAUL Madden and John Squib were 
worthy winners of this year's new 
look Derbyshire pairs final. That 
Paul and John have worked at their 
game and have the ability to succeed 
at the highest level was already evi­
dent from recent performances in 
congresses and in county qualifying 
heats of national championships. It 
was a second success for John, who 
won the event in 1984 with Howard 
Melbourne. 

Forty-eight pairs contested the 
two-day final, with the top half of 
the field from the first day going for­
ward to play a further 46 boards on 
the second day, and the remainder 
battling out a consolation final. 

Ron McEwan and Richard 
Edwards headed the field at the end 
of the first day, followed by Randy 
and Doreen Curzon, Dave and Mary 
Marshall, Don Smedley and John 
Griffin and Wendy Watson and 
Linda Scott. 

At mid point on the second day 
Stan Haywood and Jackie Starsmore 
led the way, with Mike Clayton and 
Miranda Vinecombe second and the 
ultimate winners in third place. 

Paul and John kept up the pres­
sure and eased through to victory. 
holding off by one match point th~ 
late challenge of the holders, Ian 
Hall and Jim Tomlinson. Ron 
McEwan and Richard Edwards raJ­
lied to ftnish equal third with Mike 
Clayton and Miranda Vmecombe 
ahead of Don Smedley and Jo~ 
Griffin (fifth) and Stan Hayward and 
Jackie Starsmore (sixth). 

The top three pairs had the added 
prize of being eligible to go forward 
to the national contest for the 
Corwen Trophy. A split tie decision 
gave Ron McEwan and Richard 

Edwards the third Conven place. 
Derek Hopkinson and Joh n 

Squires won the consolation final 
w ith June Lippitt and Dorothy Smith 
second, Tony Wakeling and Da1·, 
French third, John Reavey and Dai'J. 
Ford fourth and Steve Lemming 
and Margaret Pacey fifth. 

The success of the new format 
which previously comprised qualif~ ­
ing heats at clubs with subsequent 
semi-final and final played on sepa­
rate weekends, indicates that II'L 

may w ell have the same-style event 
next year. 

Devon 
www.dccba.com 

GEOFF and Nethie White startl'd 
20M in the same winning form that 
gave them such a successful 2003. 
Playing with Robin and Margaret 
Mardlin they beat some top teams to 
win the John Woolcott Swiss teams at 
Exeter Bridge Oub. The same team 
also set off at a cracking pace in the 
NICI<O, in which they did so well 
last year. Geoff and Nethie, playing 
with Ken Rowe and Vivien Peters, 
then won the teams at the Petit 
Congress at Torquay. 

Congratulations to Exeter A 
(Kevin and Ann Slee, Alan and Jette 
Bailey, Warner and Louise Solomon, 
Peter Bowles and Roger Slape) for a 
clearcut victory in the Devon heat of 
the Garden Cities Trophy teams of 
eight. At half time they were only 
one imp in front of Torquay A, but 
they stormed ahead in the second 
half. Exeter D were second. 

Amazingly although the Torquay 
BC Congress Is not untll November, 
such Is the growing reputa tion of the 
event that 50 rooms have already 
been booked at the new venue hotel. 
the Imperial. If you want to be there, 
November 19-21, you need to ad 
soon (contact Jean Crabtree 01803 
296447). 

Results: John Woolcott Swiss 
teams 1 Robin and Marga ret 
Mardlin. Geoff and Nethie White, 2 
Peter Bowles, Roger Slape, John 
Harriman, Bill Ellis, 3 Jo Brock. Terry 
Hammett, Paul Easterbrook. John 
Boxall; pairs 1 Mike Hamon and John 
Beard, 2 Bobby and Paul Ainsworth, 
3 Ann and Kevin Slee; DCCBA Petit 
Congress, pairs 1 Lesley and Ralph 
Smith, 2 Brenda Guy and Joy Pellow, 
3 Nethie and Geoff White, teams 1 G 
and N White, K Rowe, V Peters, 2 P 
Palmer, T McDermott, Mrs J Aood, 
Mrs A Humphries, 3 P and B 
Ainsworth, D Andrews, T Glenday. 

Diary dates: April 4 Exeter Golf 
and Country Club Charity Swiss 
teams; April16-18 Torquay Congress 
(including Green Point teams); June 
27 AGM and county teams, ISCA. 
Exeter; July 18 county Green Point 
Swiss teams, Exeter. 

I Dorset ] 
www.dorsetbridge.plus.com 

CONGRATULATIONS to Patrick 
Cheu and Ann Sharples on winning 
Dorset's leading pairs event, the 
Knight Cup. The last remaining 
Dorset-based NICI<O team of Miles 
Cowling, Daphne Philipps, Phil 
Norman and Christine Bradley lost 
to Jeremy Baker's Southampton 
team in the third round . 

In the Gold Cup Dr Harold 
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Wnyne, Ann Sharples, Chris Stevens 
and Hilary Drain progressed to the 
third round beating Joyce Baldock's 
Hook-based team. In the Crockford's 
Cup third round Dave Oenvitz, Roy 
Riley, Deborah Oenvltz and Mark 
Hooper suffered defeat by Tim 
Smith's Petersfield team. 

In the Western League Dorset A 
were beaten by Devon, while Dorset 
n went on to record their third victo­
ry. 

Finally, well done to Helen 
Ackroyd, Marlin Brook. Daphne 
Philipps and Miles Cowling, who 
won the Frost Rose Bowl for the third 
successive year. They finished equal 
with R Burkitt, A Oarkc, P Smith and 
D Gladwinfield, but clinched victory 
on a tie break. 

Other results: Knight Cup 1 P 
Cheu and A Sharples, 2 K Walker 
and T Dunsby, 3 F Rutter and J 
Kellock; Consolation pairs 1 H 
Ackroyd and M Brook. 2 R Corrick 
and G Barthorpe, 3 A and M Filer. 

Diary dates: April 4, 11 and 25 
Swiss teams, Wessex Bridge Centre; 
April 18 Dorset Gee Trophy; May 2 
and 9 Swiss teams, Wessex Bridge 
Centre; May 23 Swiss teams for the 
Udall Trophy; May 29-31 EBU Spring 
Congress. Contacts for details of 
events: Ray Whitby (01202) 426619, 
WBC Terry Udall (01202) 760934, 
Wimborne Jan Smith (01202) 241984, 
Dorchester (01305) 786509, Sherborne 
Brenda Morgan (01935) 850704 

1· Essex 
www.essexbridge.co. uk 

SOME good results were achieved 
by Essex players in the EBU 
Congress In Estoril. Margaret Curtis 
and Albert Kitchin won the mixed 
pairs, while Val and Paul Mollison 
were seventh In the Swiss pairs and 
Janet Russell and George Towler and 
their team-mates were fifth in the 
Swiss teams. Well done to all of 
them. 

Several Essex players took part In 
the EBU Year End congresses In 
London and Blackpool. Good results 
were obtained at the London venue 
by Tessa Beer and Joan Curley, who 
came third In the ladies' pairs, Gad 
Chada, who was lOth in the Swiss 
pairs and the team of Tessa Beer, 
Elal~e Green and Paul and Val 
MoJiison, who secured 9th place In 
the Swiss teams. . 

Results of recent Essex competl· 
tions: Swiss pairs 1 Dave Duffy and 
Bemle Harrison. 2 Alan Green and 
David Oark. equal2 Peter Oakc and 
Ray Cornell; Essex heat of the 
National pairs 1 Dave Duffy and 
Bemle Harrison, 2 Joan Curley and 
Tessa Beer, 3 Sandy R!ach and Robert 
Elliott· Helliar Trophy 1 Thorpe Bay 
0 (Aiian Greenstein, Yvonne Dlas, 
Alnn Cohen and George Wilcox), 2 
Waltham Forest A (Winnie Godber, 
john Stimson. C Elliott nnd M Baker), 
3 Mountnessing C (De~is 
Valtisiarls, Graham Beckett, Po Shing 
Lee and Ray Clarke; Non expert 

airs 1 Lauro Perrymnn and Ste~e 
turran. 2 Chris Aldridge and Laune 
Platt, 3 Linda Moran and Ian 
MacEwan. · 

Diary dates: April 4 Essex pa•rs 
championship; April 18 George 
Curtis Swiss teams; May 8 Essex 
AGM. 

COUNTY NEV\IS 

[''Gloucestershire 1 
www.gcba.org.uk 

UNFORTUNATELY the •nu bug 
took its to11 of the Gloucestershire 
team shortly after its arrival for the 
final of the Tollcmache, resulting in 
some rearrangement of partner­
ships. The team therefore did well to 
fmish fifth in the eight-team fmal, 
beating second-placed Surrey and 
Northants. The team comprised 
Derek Rue, Keith Stanley, Adrian 
Thomas, Paul Denning, Richard 
Butland, Graham Cornell, Patrick 
Shields, Graham Sadie, Richard 
Chamberlain and Andrew Kambites, 
with Judy Sanis as non-playing cap­
tain. 

In the Midland Counties League 
Gloucestershire A have won the 
Dawes Trophy with one match to go 
by beating Oxfordshire 13-7, their 
closest result of the season. 
Congratulations to all who played 
their part In this achievement during 
the season. However, the Oxford B 
and C teams took their revenge by 
winning both the Porter and 
Markham matches 20-0, thereby 
putting Gloucestershire out of con­
tention for both trophies. 

A Gloucestershire/Oxfordshire 
quartet had an enjoyable time and 
good success in the EBU Congress at 
Estoril. Jan and Val Constable, Lynne 
Hayes and Lesley Harrison finished 
third out of 52 in the Swiss teams, 
while Ian and Leslie fmished fourth 
out of 108 in the Swiss pairs. 

On the local Gloucestershire scene 
recent successes have been: county 
pairs 1 Paul Denning and Patrick 
Shields, 2 Tony Hill and Graham 
Sadie; No fear pairs 1 Mary 
Bridgewater and Hussein Fatemian. 
2 Ann Christie and Jean Debell; 
Individual 1 Graham Sadie, 2 Leslie 
Harris; Leonard Cup 1 Alliette 
Sladen and Hussein Fatemlan, 2 
Mary Newport and Megan Davis; 
Swiss pairs 1 Paul Denning and Tony 
Hill, 2 David Atthey and Andrew 
Kambites. 

Diary dates: April 30-May 2 
Cheltenham Congress; May 16 AGM 
and mixed pairs. 

[ Hants arid .loW · · : .} 
www.hantsbridge.org 

THE Year End Congress In London 
brought two good results for Hants 
and Isle of Wight players. Chris 
Bradley and Roger Bamber came 
second in the Swiss pairs and 
Andrew Dennett, Jill Shortman, Sue 
Hands nnd Nicky Crawford were 
second In the B flight Swiss teams . 

County events resulted as follows: 
Lincoln mixed pairs 1 Heather 
Maidment and Mike Fithyan. 2 Phil 
Normnn and Chris Bradley, 3 
Madeline Lawson and Mac 
Nurmohamed; Southampton· 
Sutherland pivot teams 1 Tracey 
Adams, Steve Tearle. and Cluis and 
Helen Kinloch, 2 Fred Esch, 
Macushla Steward, Marion Rudd 
and Ray Crawford, 3 Dave Bessant, 
David Saunders, Gordon 
McDermott and Val Cafferkey; 
Candlestick Swiss pairs 1 Daniel 
Miller and Colin Jones, 2 John Jones 
and Mac Nurmohamed, equal 2 
Stuart Strachan and Eleanor Rice; 
Valentine Swiss teams 1 Kathy Vaile. 

John Carter, John Moore and John 
Austin, 2 Mike and Marilyn Mollet· 
Rogerson and Jan and Oare Fearson, 
3 Guy Lawrenson, Phil Norman, 
Miles Cowling and Daphne Phillips. 

Diary dates: April 18 Philip 
Graham Swiss teams; May 2 
Ladies'/ men's teams; May 16 EDU 
Green Point event, Winchester 1pm 
(Entries to Marion Rudd 01264 
333847); May 23 Hill Head mini 
Swiss teams; June 13 AGM noon/ 
Fmale ranked pilirs 2pm. All of these 
events are held in Romsey and start 
at 2pm unless othenvise stated. 
Entries to Kathy Vaile 01590 679673 
or kathyvaile@lincone.net 

I Herefordshire 
www.herefordshirebridge.com 

THERE was again an excellent 
turnout for the annual Swiss teams 
competition run by the Fownhopc 
Oub (26 teams). This friendly, but 
competitive event attracts a number 
of players who prefer the format of 
two sessions before and after an 
excellent hot lunch, rather than the 
afternoon/ evening programme with 
tea, as used in county events. The 
county intends to experiment with 
this format In some of its events next 
year to fmd if this can counteract the 
tendency to lower entries for county 
competitions. On this occasion D and 
S Munday. K Nelson and H Brace 
shared first place with ] and C 
Baldwin and A and 1 Shave. Third 
spot went to G Dallimore, MArcher, 
J Holder and 1 Homes. 

County competition results: men's 
pairs for the County Gentlemen's 
Association Trophy 1 DWeller and P 
Watts, 2 B Britton and D Brown, 3 J 
Griffiths and P Gough; ladies' pairs 
for the Lambe Comer Salver 1 J 
Holder and 1 Homes, 2 S Allin and S 
Mathews, 3 S Munday and H Broce; 
Standard English section of the 
ladies' pairs 1 G Dowden and S 
Green, 2 S Weller and J Porter, equal 
2 E Warrington and P Holbrook; 
multiple teams of four for the Sun 
Valley Bowl 1 S and D Munday, R 
Davies and 1 Griffiths, 2 J Holder, J 
Homes, M Price and K Neale, 3 B 
Britton, M Ralph, P Watts and D 
Weller; Standard English section of 
the multiple teams of four 1 D 
Heslop, J King, B Budd and B 
Sandow, 2 A Morris, R Brown, S 
Green and N Wilkins, 3 E Richards, P 
Webber, J Walters and A Slater. 

Diary dates: April 16 No fear 
teams, Larruperz Centre, Ross-on· 
Wye; April 25 oounty championship 
pairs, Tarrington Village Hall; May 
14, HBA AGM, Ledbury Community 
Centre. 

I. Hertfoi'asbire7 '; I· · I :J 
Frees pace. virgin.net/ herts.bridge 

CONGRATULATIONS to Anne 
Flockhart who, playing with 
Margaret Curtis of Essex, was the 
top-placed Hertfordshire player in 
the National women's pairs (lOth), 
and to Derek Dram, playing with 
Tony Waterlow of Middlesex, who 
was ninth in the National men's 
pairs. 

Malcolm Harris has become a 
Grand Master. 

In the Hertfordshire champi· 
onship pairs leading qualifiers were 
Anne Flockhart and Vernon Gaskell, 
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followed by Derek and Cella Oram, 
with Alan Kay and Dave Walker 
third. 

The final of the Humble Cup will 
be played privately between Celia 
and Derek Oram, John Cuthbert and 
Sally Bennett and the team of Dave 
Dickson. Malcolm Harris, Alan Kay, 
Dave Walker, Anne Flockhart and 
Mike Hancock. In the quarter-finals of 
this event Oram beat Cane, I<ltajewskl 
beat Davoud, Dickson beat Ball and 
Gordon beat Snell (holders). In the 
semi-finals Oram beat I<Jtajewski and 
Dickson beat Gordon. 

Please email details of all your 
bridge achievements locally and 
nationally to 
david.eddleston@ntlworld.com 

Diary dates: April 2 Cadet teams 
final, Bridge Centre 7.30pm; April 4 
Desmond Flockhart Trophy, Bridge 
Centre 1pm. Contact tournament sec­
retary Mike Minting on 01442 833247 
to pre enter. 

Kent 
www.kcba.org.uk 

ONCE again I find myself oUering 
congratulations to Leigh Chapman, 
who has played for England for the 
second year running in the Junior 
Camrose. England were the clear 
winners. Congratulations also to 
Catherine Draper, who has been 
selected to represent England in the 
Lady Milne Trophy, playing with 
Tracy Capal from Manchester. 

The team of Jeremy Willans, Phil 
Bailey, Catherine and Ian Draper, 
Gerald and Stuart Tredinnick, Peter 
Crouch and Michael Prior finished 
fourth in the Tollemache final. 

Catherine Draper won the 
National women's teams playing 
with Tracy Capal (Manchester) and 
Gilly Oench and Ann Hirst from 
Wales. In the National Swiss teams 
Croz Croswell, Gav Mackay, Degsy 
Williams (Lancashire) and Marty 
Jones (Warwickshire) came fourth. 

In the BGB Winter simultaneous 
pairs Martin Federman and John 
Burdett were 27th out of 1,748 pairs 
in the Monday session and on 
Tuesday Brian Barrett and Doris 
Leonard came second and V Reeves 
and H MacFarlane were fourth out of 
2,456 pairs. 

Steve and Moira Maslin were 
fourth in their section of the pivot 
teams at the EBU Congress In Estoril, 
playing with Rita Finch and Ian 
Merriman. 

Peter Crouch won the champi­
onship pairs at the Croydon 
Congress playing with Neil Rosen 
(London) and Gary Wiles, Michael 
Prior, Neil Benn and Jan Draper were 
clear winners of the Swiss teams at 
the same event. 

Kent competitions: Fleming 
Femina 1 Carol Hamden and Mary 
Tuff, 2 Jean Bell and Alison Burt, 3 
Irene Thomas and Elaine Wilmot; 
Hunter Homines 1 Geoff Smith and 
Daran Steele, 2 Neil Benn and Steve 
Burton, 3 Duncan Cox and Alan 
Wilson; George Grifflths Cup 
(seniors pairs) 1 Jack Hibbert and 
Marie Horlock, 2 Stan and Nicky 
Adamson. 3 Chris Lamb and Ian 
Dc'ath, equal 3 Mary Tuff and Carol 
Hom den. 

Grace Sellars Salver (Medway 
Towns BC teams of four competition) 

CCJUNTV NEVVS 

1 Peggy Morgan, Marjorie Bleasdale, 
John Merrett and Tony Reeve, 2 
Martin Federman. John Burdett and 
Gordon and Betty Lawrence, 3 Peter 
Taylor, Ken Murrey and Hazel and 
Phil Boyce. 

Diary dates: April 3 Swiss pairs, 
Beckenham BC 2pm; May 1 Swiss 
teams, Tunbridge Wells BC 4pm; July 
23-25 Tunbridge Wells BC Congress 
1W andCC. 

Please email details of results and 
forthcoming local events, or 
anything you would like included in 
this column, to LizBiande@aol.com 

Lancashire 
www.lancsbridge.co.uk 

LANCASTER Bridge Oub will be 
Lancashire's representative in the 
Garden Cities Trophy regional final 
after winning the LCBA teams of 
eight championship at Bury. 

LCBA championship pairs 1 Peter 
Brown and Malcolm Hartley, 2 
Lynda Yates and Ken Renno, 3 
Andrew Petrie and Ollie Burgess, 4 
Ross Shine and John Brearley. 

Lancashire Evening Post pairs 1 
Mark Halliwell and Mike Ardron, 2 
Brian Ripley and Barrie Newall, 3 
Sue and Nick Woodcock-

LeBA teams of eight 1 Lancaster 
(Petrie), 2 Poulton (Halliwell), 3 
Southport (Woodcock). 

Doyle Cup 1 Andrew Petrie, Giles 
Foster, Jackie Pye and Ollie Burgess, 
2 Alan Whittam, Paul Evans, Brian 
Ripley and Barrie Newall, 3 Vmay 
Bhushan, Andrew Woodcock, Nick 
and Sue Woodcock, equal 3 Helen 
Montgomery, Bob Loveridge, 
Marjorie Knowles and Betty 
McNamara. 

Butier pairs 1 Keith Boulton and 
Nigel Pearce, 2 Jeff Smith and Jackie 
Pye, 3 Paul Evans and Sue Hyman. 

Diary dates: April 2-4 WBU 
Spring Congress, Uandudno; April 
9-11 EBU Easter Festival, Blackpool 
Hilton; April 18 Madeleine Berney 
Swiss pairs, Southport Bridge Oub; 
April 25 Bury Swiss teams, Bury 
Athenaeum; May 3 Mayday Swiss 
pairs, Merseyside Bridge Centre; 
May 9 Gazette and Herald Trophy, 
Blackburn Bridge Centre; May 15-16 
Green Point weekend, Risley; May 
23 Blackburn Swiss pairs, Blackburn 
13ridge Centre; May 31 Bolton Swiss 
teams, Bolton Bridge Club. 

www.telcsbridge.org.uk 
CONGRATULATIONS first to the 
eight Leicestershire pairs going for­
ward to the regional final of the 
National pairs. Alan Langley and 
Dick Pathan, Bill Hood and Pat 
Watson, Ben Green and Glyn Preece 
(a Warwickshire partner) and Vat 
Challands and Mary Beresford qual­
ified at Loughborough; Dennis Davis 
and John Myles, John Thompson and 
Alan Lord, Geoff and Barbara Swann 
and Paul and Sue Bowyer at 
Leicester. 

ln the final two rounds of county 
matches the first team recorded 20-0 
and 16-4 victories over 
Nottlnghamshire and Staffs and 
Shrops to finish second in the Dawes 
League. With 15-5 and 20-0 victories 
the second team captured the Porter 
Cup, but scorelines of 2-18 and 19_1 
left the third team In third place in 

the Markham Trophy. 
The Nottinghamshire team of John 

and Irene Auld, Bill Whalley anti 
Clive Kaye, retained the Joyce Cur 
invitation teams for a third year 
Wanvickshire's John Robbins, David 
Kenward, Mike Summers-Smith and 
Colin Dean were second and 
Leicestershire's Tony Marshall, Brian 
Chamberlain, Charu and Sobhaf; 
Shah third. 

Diary dates: April 1-1 Stanley 
Trophy heat six, Loughborough 
Grammar School (LGS); April 15 
BGB sim pairs, Leicester Bridge 
Centre (CEN); April 21 Amateur 
(non-expert) pairs (Barkby BC); April 
25Gill Jones charity Swiss team~ 
(LGS); April 2B Hyman Crammer 
pairs (CEN); April 29 League meet­
ing (LGS); May 12 Jones (handicap) 
pairs (CEN); May 13EBU sim pair~ 
(CEN); May 19 Stanley Trophy heat 
seven (CEN); May 2J Midland 
Counties League A v Worcestcrshirt'; 
May 26 LCBA AGM (CEN); June 5 
WW sim pairs (CEN). 

Lincolnsrure 
www.oden.eo.uk/ lincsbridge 

RANDOM seeded teams 1 Alan and 
Drene Brown, Bob and Margaret 
Handford, 2 Glyn Elwick and John 
Aherne, Sheila Skelton and Margot 
Blakeney, 3 Paul Wakes and Stuart 
Knox, Bill and Shirley Holmes. 

Vincent Cup (men's pairs) 1 Mike 
Grant and Lawrence Taffinder, 2 
John Vickers and Bill Parsons, 3 
Maurice Lynn and Paul Davison. 

Sidney Vmcent Cup (ladies' pairs) 
1 Brenda Goodacre and Bridgid 
Hughes, 2 Elaine Proctor and Chris 
Davison, 3 Helen Gillatt and Barbara 
Maplethorpe. 

Diary dates: April4 Garden Cities 
Trophy heat, Dunholme Village Hall 
1.30 pm; April 24-25 county champi­
onships, Hemswell Court (Entry 
forms to treasurer by April17). 

London 
www.metrobridge.co.uk 

CONGRATULATIONS to London 
players who have had recent success 
at international level. Gunnar 
Hallberg, Nick Sandqvist, Danny 
Davies, Espen Erichsen, Artur 
Malinowski, David Gold, Tom 
Townsend, Phil I<lng, David Price 
and Colin Simpson have all had vic­
tories playing for England In the 
Camrose series. Leigh Chapman was 
in England's winning team in the 
Junior Camrose (under 25) in Cork­
PhHip Andrews, Mlchael Graham, 
Laura McDougall and Phil I<Jng 
(non-playing captain) were part of 
the successful under 20 team in the 
Peggy Bayer Trophy. 

London have retained the 
Tollemache Cup - well done to 
David Bum, Ian Payn, Nick 
Sandqvist, Artur Malinowski, David 
Price, Colin Simpson. Tom Townsend 
and David Gold. 

Peter Czemiewski and Marc Smith 
won the National Swiss teams in 
Leeds. Nora Smith won the National 
women's pairs in Coventry, relegat­
ing defending champions Chris 
Duckworth and Agnes Wesseling to 
second place. 

Janet de Botton. Gunnar Hallberg 
and Nick Sandqvist were second in 
the mixed teams at the EI3U Congress 
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in. Estoril. Nick Sandqvist was also 
th1~d In the open pairs. Linda 
Qutglcy was first in the teams at the 
EDU Online Congress and Barrie 
Gil~rt was first in the Lou p Shield 
(patrs). 

Results: London pairs 1 Susanna 
Gross and Una! Durmus, 2 Peter 
Ha~yment and Andrew Thompson, 
3 Ntck Boss and Richard Johnson; 
P.1lmer Bayer Trophy 1 Jason 
Crampton and Sam Oestreicher, 2 
Nl'<.l Paul and Jeff Clargo, 3 Charles 
Leong and Adrian Rogers. 

We are sad to report that London 
has lost two of its long-standing and 
regular bridge players: Dave Macer 
and Nina Harrison. 

Diary dates: April 18 Fox 
Shammon Trophy for senior pairs, 
Queen's Club 1 pm (Open to non­
London EDU members - contact 
Steve Eginton on 01628 780862); May 
9 Bridge for All day, Young Chelsea 
Bridge Club 2pm (Contact Gerald 
J.1mcs or Young Chelsea Bridge Club 
on 020 7373 1665). 

[ Manchester _ ] 
www.lighton.btintemet.co.uk 

MORE international selections for 
Manchester players. Well done to 
Rhona Goldenfield and Michelle 
Brunner on their selection for the 
European Championshi ps in Malmo 
and World Teams Olympiad in 
Turkey, and to Tracy Capal, who will 
be making her debut for England in 
the Lildy Milne. Best of luck to the 
juniors, Michael Byrne, Alex Morris 
and Edward Levy, who have been 
selected for the Carousel Cup in 
Holland. Well done to Michele 
Alexander on her selection for the 
Scottish ladies' team competing in 
the Europeans. 

Manchester players finished sec­
ond in both major events in the 
Blackpool Year End Congress: John 
Holland and Michelle Brunner in the 
Swiss pairs and Jeff and Alex Morris 
in the Swiss teams. Other good per­
formances were from Bob Cooke and 
Howard Kay, who finished third 
equal with Tracy Capal's team. 

Manchester held another success­
ful congress. Winners were John 
Holland and Patrick Jourdain (pairs), 
Nick and Sue Woodcock (mixed 
pairs), John Liebcschuetz and John 
Rudolf (men's pairs), Thomas 
Leighton and Denise Servante (inter­
mediate), Rhona Goldenfield nnd 
Michelle Brunner (ladles' pairs), 
Michelle Brunner, Paul Casselle, John 
Hassett and Bill Hirst (championship 
teams), David Barton, Alan Jones, 
Leslie Klein, Jeff Morris (consolation 
teams), David Daskln, Jenny Morris, 
Dill and Joyce White (C final teams). 

Newcomers events over the week­
end proved popular. Well done espe­
dally to young players Amy Stout 
(14) and Katie Roberts (17), who won 
one of the sessions. 

The delayed 2003 Ben Franks 
Trophy was held at Manchester 
Bridge Club and was won by John 
Holland and Alan Purdy, who were 
joined as qualifiers for the Conven 
Trophy by Irving and Joy Blakey, 
Bernard Goldenfield and Bill Hirst 
and David Audley and Frank Brown. 

Manchester finished a disappoint­
ing equal sixth out of eight In the 
Tollemache final at Coventry. The 
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team _was Billllirst, John Hassett, Jeff 
M~rns, Leslie Klein, Alex Morris, 
M~chael llyme, David Debbage, 
Mtchael Newman, David Darton and 
Alan Junes. 

In the county teams of eight for the 
Gazette Trophy, held at Manchester 
Bridge Club, the home teams took 
the top three places. The order was 1 
Manchester A, 2 Manchester C, 3 
Manchester B, ~ Cheadle Hulme, 5 
Altrincham Z, 6 Prestbury, 7 
Altrincham A. 

The winners (B and R Goldenfield, 
B.Hirst and J Hassett, M Byrne and 
M Newman, C Fisher and M 
Goldsmith) will represent 
Manchester in the regional final of 
the Garden Cities Trophy. 

Eleven teams took part in the 
GolCPrint qualifier at Manchester BC. 
Result: 1 Dunham Forest A' (Eve 
Lighthill, Murray Sherman, Nathan 
Marks and Geoffrey Fink), 2 
Whitefield (Bernard Goldcnfield, 
Irving Abrahams, David Tobias and 
Gerry Cohen). These two teams went 
forward to the regional final. again 
took the first two places, and now go 
on to the national final. 

Well done to Mark Bass, Dave 
Audley, Peter Jones and Frank 
Brown on finishing third of 87 in the 
Swiss teams at the EBU Harrogate 
Congress. 

Diary dates: April 4 Roy Higson 
Cup and Plate finals, Manchester DC 
lpm; May 27 MCBA AGM, 
Manchester Bridge Club 7.30pm; 
July 17 North West Green Point 
Swiss pairs, Risley lpm; July 18 
North West Green Point Swiss teams, 
Risley noon. 

(Merse side 7 Cheshire 
www.mcba.org.uk 

THIS season's county trials was won 
by Stuart Matthews and Alan 
Stephenson, with David Flacks and 
John Leather second, and Joan 
Marray and Chris Ryall third. 

The county ladies' teams event for 
the Jean Keen Trophy was won by Jill 
Oddie, Sally Oark. Frances Davies 
and Jean Keen. Second place went to 
Doris Collman, Julia Dearing, Pat 
Ferguson and Sheila Grey. 

The Merseyside Cup is a Swiss 
teams event for players below the 
rank of National Master. This year 
the event was won by Roger Arnold, 
Leo Bridges, Julie Pye and Chris 
Wentworth. Runners-up were Rekha 
Gatfield, Joan King, Gill O'Neill and 
Chris Whaley. 

The Smedley Hydro Trophy for 
the inter-club teams of eight was 
won by a team representing the 
Merscyside League. The successful 
players were John Drake (captain), 
Richard Silcock. Bernard Krasner, 
Dave Shaw, Stuart Scholes, Steve 
Downes, Bob Pitts and Pete Droster. 
We wish them good luck for the 
regional ftnal. 

Chester Congress main results: 
pairs 1 S Webster and D Dutton, 2 K 
Boulton and N Pearce, 3 I Oarke and 
C White; teams 1 N Thomas, D 
Pennington, D Hammonds and H 
Stubbings, 2 I Webb, J Day, J Mills 
and D Mills, 3 J Hurst. B Goldsmith. 
J Withers and V Lupton. 

Diary dates: April 7 BGB 
simultaneous pairs, dubs; April 25 
Preece Rosebowl (ladies' pairs), 

Dlundellsands DC; April 28 EDU 
simultaneous pairs, MDC; May 3 
M.1yday Swiss pairs, MDC; May 14 
Lildy Connell and Cheshire Salver 
finals, LBC; May 15-16 Green Point 
events, Risley; May 22 Garden Cities 
regional final, Bradford; May 27 
Andrew Rosebowl, LBC; June 3 Jim 
Davies Swiss teams, Heswall; June 6 
Eric Howarth open Swiss teams, 
Dcva BC. 

Middlesex 
www.btinternet.com I -.mcba 

MIDDLESEX players have continued 
to hold high rank in county, national 
and international events. This status 
w.1s confirmed with the Camrose 
clash of Scottish Englishman Andrew 
Mcintosh and his county colleagues, 
English Welshmen Gary and Dafydd 
Jones. On this occasion the English 
won. Also on the international scene 
the recent three-way English 
women's trials were won by a team 
containing Heather Dhondy and 
Nicola Smith. 

Heather and her husband Jeremy 
have been as ubiquitous as ever on 
results sheets lately and their recent 
star tum was taking both first prizes 
in this year's National men's and 
women's pairs. On this occasion 
Nicola Smith could manage only 
third place, but she reunited with 
Heather in the National women's 
teams, where they helped to capture 
the Whitelaw Plate. At the same con­
gress the all-Middlesex team of 
Charlotte Vine, Jennifer Nutt, 
Barbara Sennett and Janet Cohen 
came third in the Swiss teams. 

The Year End Congress in London 
was almost a benefit event for the 
county. Aside from Brenda Foley and 
Charlotte Vine triumphing in the 
ladies' pairs, Wasim Naqvi was able 
to weave his inimitable magic in the 
A flight of the Swiss teams, walking 
off with the trophy along with coun­
ty colleagues Philip Levy, lgnac 
Fogelman and Victor Silverstone. 
Besides this, Jeremy Dhondy took 
third place In the men's pairs and 
Richard Dowdery had a fine game to 
come third in the Swiss pairs. 

Peter Kaufmann has not allowed 
the pressures of high office to affect 
his bridge and he has maintained his 
recent vein of fine form by triumph­
Ing In the National Swiss teams with 
Dick Shek. Gary and Dafydd Jones 
came fifth in the same event. 

This year's Middlesex ladies' and 
gentlemen's pairs were as chaotic as 
ever; the ladies' event was dogged by 
an unfortunate scoring error, but it 
was comforting to see the county's 
players able to comport themselves, 
as they always do. In the ladies' 
event Valerie Durbin and Simone 
Gold eventually triumphed over 
Judy Babani and Barbara Cohen. For 
the gentlemen, Peter Tobias and 
Rlchard While enjoyed a very good 
second session to see off a particular­
ly determined challenge from 
Stephen Abad and Alastair Kent. It 
was good to see Steve Capal back In 
the gentlemen's ranks for the fU'St 
time In some years. 

The Middlesex dubs champi­
onship teams of eight was especially 
rumbustious, no doubt due to the 
large amount of wine on offer. A 
nail-biting ftnish ensued with three 
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teams separated by 2vps with one 
round to go. However, the host dub, 
the Acol, had a good last round win 
and finished clear winners from the 
band idos of the newly formed 
Diamond Bridge Club. Teams from 
Pinner Bridge Oub filled the next 
two slots. 

This year's Masters pairs had to be 
cancelled due to lack of entries and 
we hope that next year there will be 
more interest shown in this event. 
Numbers in the county's graded 
competitions have tailed off in recent 
years, so we exhort all eligible play­
ers to strap on their competitive 
boots next season and support 
Middlesex bridge. 

www.norfolkbridge.co.uk 
MATT Millson, the county captain, 
offers his congratulations to the 
Norfolk A team on clinching the 
Eastern Counties League for the sec· 
ond year running. They have won all 
seven of their matches after beating 
Northamptonshire at the end of 
February. 

Mike Dignen is the new newsletter 
editor. Please submit entries for the 
next edition as soon as possible, 
either to 
mikedignen@patrol.i-way.co.uk or 
01603 665537. 

Barclays Bank Trophy pairs 1 J 
Harrison and N Hill, 2 E Cobbold 
and J Edwards, 3 G Ip and E Lloyd; 
Smart Trophy 1 R Cortis, A Holland, 
J Innes and A La Chapelle, 2 RAmey, 
D Newstead, T Noble and M 
Whiting, 3 J and J J Aspinall and A 
and S Warner; Committee Cup 
(teams of eight below regional mas· 
ter) 1 Norfolk and Norwich (A 
Hourd, J Massey, R Thornley, C 
Mallon, P and H Gaskln, P Reed, L 
Taylor), 2 Kings Lynn (P Clemens, D 
Gage, G Allen, T Payne, H Marshall, 
J Thickins, D Appleby, D Ellerker), 3 
Beccles (T Hogarth, R Alfonso, B 
Bensley, J Howitt, P and 8 Howlett, P 
Carruthers, M Tipler). 

Kings Head BC beat Norfolk and 
Norwich DC In the final of the 
Allwood Wharton Trophy nnd will 
go on to represent Norfolk in the 
Garden Cities Trophy. 

Diary date: April 2-4 34Jh Norfolk 
Congress, Duke's Head Hotel, Kings 
Lynn. The championship pairs on the 
Saturday is a Green Point event 
(Entry forms are available from 
Sheila Warner 01553 675816). 

www.neba.co.uk 
OUR first event of 2004 was the 
Cleveland teams, organised by 
Stockton Bridge Club. 
Congratulations to winners Peter 
Prince, Alan Lester, Fn.-d Robinson 
and Peter Liping. Darlington's annu­
al one day congn.'Ss at St Gt.'Orge's 
was won by John and Jacqul 
Graham, ahead of Peter and Val 
Allan. The consolation event was 
won by Eric Knight and Lloyda 
Jones. An excellent buffet was pro­
vided by that wizard of the cold 
meats, Dev Godfrey. 

The final of the NEBA's major 
pairs event, the Chronicle Cup, was 
won by Damian Hassan and Ian 
Rankln. Runners-up were leslie 
Milner and Peter Curnow. The St 
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George's Shield goes to Peler Allan 
and Ken Pattison. 

The association's ladies' pairs 
competition, the King Cup, was won 
by Nichola Cockeriii·Smith and 
Felicity Kay, from Longnewton 
Bridge Club, with lnga Alston _and 
Mary Page, from Brunton Bndge 
Oub, runners-up. 

A new event, The Arnold Deane 
Memorial Bowl, was held at Brunton 
Bridge Club and this will become an 
annual event to commemorate 
Arnold's enormous contribution to 
the game in our region. Two sessions 
were played with a very good meal 
in between. Fittingly the winners 
included one of Arnold's regular 
partners, Marion Curran, playing 
with Pat De Leeuw. In second place 
was another of Arnold's ex-partners, 
Sydney Leigh, playing with the wife 
of yet another ex-partner, Elaine 
Purvis. Arnold's daughter Avril 
came along and made a moving 
speech before presenting the trophy 
that she had donated .. 

Further afield Liz Muir was in the 
team that won the Scottish women's 
teams competition at Perth, while in 
second place was a complete team of 
NEBA players - Margaret McCabe, 
Marion Curran, Pat Barton and 
Georgia Ray. 

In the EDU overseas congress at 
Estoril, a team of NEBA players came 
a creditable fourth in the Swiss 
teams. They were Aileen 
Cunningham, Alistair Kemp, 
Rosemary Donnelly and Norman 
Gray. 

Members should note that Ann 
Caygill has taken over as NEDA 
Master Points secretary. 

www.nottsbridge.co.uk 
SPECIAL congratulations to John 
and Irene Auld, Dill Whalley and 
Clive Kaye, who won Leicester· 
shire's invitation teams (the Joyce 
Cup) again. They have made this 
competition their own. 

The results of NCBA competitions 
arc as follows: anniversary teams 1 
Jon Downing, Richard Trounce, 
Margaret Armstrong and Nanette 
McWhirter (Wanvickshire), 2 Robert 
Northagc, Gary Duddle, Marjorie 
Gilbertson and Pat Watson 
(Lclccstcrshirc); Swiss teams 1 
William and Barbara Bucknnll 
Doreen Ratcliffe and Cath Waldron: 
individual 1 Clive Kaye, 2 Willia~ 
Crook; mixed pairs 1 John and Irene 
Auld, 2 David and Joan Burgess· 
GolfPrlnt heat 1 Stanton on th~ 
Wolds A (Mick Gaunlley, Peter Fox· 
Andrews, Brian and Barbara 
Philbin); national pairs heat 1 David 
and Joan Burgess, 2 William Crook 
and Rob Sharpe. 

County match v Leiccstershire: 
Dawes lost 2().{}, Porter lost 5•15 
Markham won 18-2. ' 

Diary dat~: April 4 Journal Cup 
(NC~A pa1rs championship), 
Nothngham BC lpm (informati 
from David Burgess on OJ~~ 
93n9-&7); April 25 NCBA AGM 
Nottingham DC 6.30pm, followed b ' 
wine ~nd cheese, plus bridge if lim~ 
permits; May 8 Keyworth 8 "d 
Club charity Swiss teams in a?d ~~ 
the Rainbows Children's H . 
2 (. . osp1ce 

pm Information and application 

www.oxfordshirebridge.co.u~. 
OXFORDSHIRE's Keith Ben ro 
partnering Jeremy Dhondy, ca 
third in the men's pairs in ll 

London Year End Congress and, ,. h 
the same partner, won the Natinr 11 
men's pairs from a field of 67 p.lrt· 
nerships. 

In the National Swiss Team, 
Congress Geoff Nicholas, Debblt' 
Roberts, John Slater and Nel~on 
Stephens finished sixth. 

Again Lynne Hayes and team­
mates performed extremely well tn 
reach the fina ls of the National 
Women's Teams for the second con· 
secutive year. 

Qualifiers in the Beck Cup heat 
(Oxfordshire's invitation team~ of 
four) were: 1 David Bygott, Jerem1 
Bygott, Mike Webley and Nigel 
Wilkes, 2Jo Murray, Malcolm Cume, 
Margaret Sloper and Bob Sloper. 1 
Marian Day, Nick Perceval-Pricl' 
Gillian Lonsdale and John Clifford. 

In the local GolfPrint heat, held at 
Oxford BC. two leading teams quali· 
fled. They were 1 John Bowen, Carol 
Wadsworth, Sue Bowen and John 
Barlow (Frilford GC) and 2 John 
Simpson, Keith Sadler, Hazel Reason 
and Gillian Willison (North Oxford 
GC). 

In response to the Bid For Life 
campaign sponsored by Andrew 
Robson in aid of Cancer Research 
UK. Oxfordshire Bridge Association 
agreed to donate a generous propor· 
tion of its table money to this worthy 
cause from its special county night 
event. In addition the charity will 
benefit from the proceeds of 
Summertown BC's initiative of run· 
ning a rubber bridge knockout event. 

The annual Haddenham Swiss 
teams attracted an entry of 17 teams 
and raised £800 for Arthritis 
Research. 

For the first time in its history 
Oxfordshirc fielded a third team in 
the Midlands league this season. A 
most successful appeal to local clubs 
to furnish new players has resulted 
in its C team winning the Markham 
league at its first attempllln both the 
Dawes and Porter leagues 
Oxfordshire finished in third place, 
having won the Porter cup last sea· 
son. 

Diary dates: April 1 Oxfordshire 
BA management committee meeting, 
Oxford DC; April4 ODA county pairs 
final, Oxford BC; May 2 ODA Beck 
Cup final, Oxford BC; May 23 OBA 
mixed pairs championship, Oxford 
DC; June 6 Dawes league v 
Staffordshire, Oxford DC. 

[ Somerset 1 
www.somersetbridge.org.uk 

SOMERSET is holding its head high, 
thanks to a superb win by our ladies' 
team In the national final . We arc 
very proud of them and extend ~ur 
warmest congratulations to Gma 
Howard, Caroline MacPherson. 
Jackie Waters and Sheila Coda on 
bringing home the Whitelaw Cup. 

On the home front the first event 
of the year was the Swiss pairs in 

•• nllllA_ 
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Taunton, contes ted by., • p~,· rr It 
b 

..,., " ... wa~ 
won Y Colin Juneman and J> 
S , . h 'oger 

wcct, Wtl Graham Heal and David 
Howa~ second and Jackie Waters 
and Hemz Brunsch third. 

Our most successful charity simul­
taneous pairs event has 1-1 clubs tak­
ing part, two of them running two 
heats. Cerebra, a charity for brain 
d~maged children, is to receive the 
h1ghest amount yet raised by the 
county. 

Many thanks to all who supported 
the event, especially those affiliated 
clubs for less experienced players, 
many of whom figured high in the 
overall result. We look forward to 
continued support next year. 

. The county is introducing a new 
Simultaneous pairs event, to be held 
in June. It is not too late to register 
your club for this competition. 
Contact Ann Bawdon. 

Langport won the inter-club teams 
of four, narrowly beating Clevedon. 

Nailsea took third place. The 
restricted teams event, run at the 
same time, saw Taunton bridge clubs 
doing well. For some people it was 
their first experience of this type of 
competition. 

The Victor Ludorum has Heinz 
Brunsch leading at the halfway Point, 
but several players are snapping at 
his heels. At the time of writing coun­
ty league leaders are Langport B in 
the A division and Taunton P in B 
division. 

After a disappointing start in the 
Western League the Somerset A team 
have had two excellent wins, against 
Dorset and Cornwall. The B team 
also won against Dorset. 

The Somerset team failed to quali­
fy for the Tollemache final, but were 
victorious when playing Yorkshire, 
Oxfordshire and Norfolk. 

Colin Norman and Roger Sweet 
were 14th in the National men's 
pnirs. 

Somerset now has 30 affiliated 
clubs, although worryingly the over­
all membership is still dropping. 

Diary dates: April 3 Lundie Rees 
Cup final, Taunton; April 23 county 
Swiss teams, Bridgwater: May 22 
Wilton Red Cross Swiss teams; May 
23 Percentage final , Street. 

[ Staffs and Shrops ] 
www.newcastleulbc.btintemet.co.uk 
THE first two partnerships in the 
county simultaneous pairs both 
played at Stone Bridge Club. John 
Seymour and Anne jones took first 
place, with Arnie Copeland and 
Michael johnson the runners-up. Des 
Olott and Neil Sargeant were third 
playing at Wolverhampton. Cl~b 
heat winners were lk.>c and RaJIV 
Tnlathi (Basford), john Polland and 
Bob Haycocks (Border), Rob 
Reynolds and Andrew Crawford 
(Chasetown), Beryl Edwards and 
Mildred Chaytor (Monday, 
Shrewsbury), E Vernon and P ~ 
Jones (Nantwich), Harold Goo~wtn 
and Roy Martin (Newcastle), Gmge 
and David Hook (Oswestry), Barbara 
nnd Michael Allen (Tamworth). 

On the nationals scene Jason 
Hackett was In the winning team in 
Dubai and finished third in the pairs. 
He nlso fmished second in the Cti~ 
teams. Meanwhile his brother Justm 
was in the winning pivot team, sec-

COUNTY NEVVS 

ond in the Swiss teams and third in 
the pairs at the EOU Estoril Congress. 

Congratulations to Sandra Fenton 
and Dan Crofts on winning the Silver 
Plate. 

Diary dates: April U-25 Telford 
Congress, Radbrook Hall Hotel, 
Shrewsbury - pairs Saturday 2 pm, 
Green Point Swiss teams Sunday 
I P.m (Congress secretary is judy 
M1tchell 017-13 235374); May 12 
men's and ladies' pairs, Stafford BC, 
7.15pm; June 9 mixed pairs and 
flitch, Stafford BC. 

Suffolk 
" 

www.suffolkbridgc.co.uk 
SUFFOLK has held four events since 
the last edition of English Bridge. In 
the Mid-Anglia pairs the winners 
were joan Mayhew and Basia 
Malinowska, with Jyl Marsh and 
Peter Carlisle second and D Hume 
and M Debenham third. This was fol­
lowed 10 days later by the Bury St 
Edmunds Swiss teams where the 
result was 1 Anne Wilmer, Howard 
Morris, Jyl Marsh and Peter Carlisle, 
2 Norman Less, Marion Berry, Alan 
Barnes and David Gee, 3 Peter 
Markwell, joan Spearing. Colin 
Bamberger and Robert Green. 

The club teams of four became an 
open event, in which clubs from 
Suffolk could enter teams to represent 
their club. Result 1 Marie Coates, 
Mike Dei-Bo, Robert Dines and 
Malcolm Strcdwick (Woodbridge), 2 
Bill Wilson, Hans Ehrlich, Julian Lang 
and David Morran (Colchester), 3 Sue 
Flin, Graham Beeton, Rosemarie 
Mascall and Norman Denny 
(Sudbury). 

The semi-final of the Suffolk pairs, 
with the top half of the field to quali­
fy for the final (24 pairs), had the 
leading positions as follows: N-S 
Colin Bamberger and Robert Green, 
Peter Markwell and joan Spearing. 
David Gee and Alan Dames; E-W 
Rosemarie Mascall and Norman 
Denny, Joe Marshall and John Leigh, 
Marie Allnutt and Debby Sutcliffe. 
The final of the knockout teams will 
be, as last year, between Julian Lang 
(David Morran, Peter Markwell, 
Claude Stokes) and Peter Sutcliffe 
(Peter Gemmell, Debby Sutcliffe, 
Maria Allnutt). 

With email addresses for more 
than 200 Suffolk members on the 
Suffolk database, Information and 
publicity can be interchanged effi­
ciently. Care is taken to ensure priva­
cy for each address. If any member 
changes his/her email address or 
wishes to supply the information 
(which will be kept confidential and 
used only for Suffolk bridge purpos­
es), please contact daude.stokl'S@ 
frintonx.freeserve.co.uk 

One of the county's most enjoyable 
events is the Suffolk pivot teams. It 
will be held on Aprl118 at Stolc-by­
Nayland Golf Oub. The event starts 
at 12.30pm, thereby encouraging 
players to take an early lunch before 
play starts. 

Diary dates: May 9 Oare Swiss 
pairs 2pm; May 16 Suffolk AGM, 
Stoke-by-Nayland Golf Oub 3pm, 
followed by AGM pairs. 

[SurreY 
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk 

DESPITE beating London. the hold-

ers, in the first round of the 
Tollemache inter-county champi­
onship final, Surrey eventually fin­
ished second, just 3vps behind 
London, The Surrey team was Peter 
Bentley (non-playing captain), 
Margaret Lee (scorer), Bob 
Rowlands, Peter Lee, Cameron 
Small, Graham Osborne, Jon Cooke, 
Alex Hydes, Ian Swanson, Ken Ford, 
Frances Hinden and Jeffrey Allerton. 

The Surrey senior pairs was again 
played at two locations (Wimbledon 
and Yateley) with 58 pairs in total. 
The winners were Keith Jackson and 
Aubrey Pengilly, with john Durden 
and Norma MacMillan second. 

David Hamilton and Chris 
Laughton won the county pairs final. 
with Frances Hinden and jon Cooke 
runners-up. Peter and Margaret Lee 
won the county plate, with Peggy 
Moss and Shri Deskmuth runners­
up. 

Carrie Eden, Frankie Harper, 
Cheryl Ould and Susan Millard won 
the ladies' teams (16 entries) and 
Mary Muccini and Marie Thome 
won the Newcomers pairs (18 
entries), just ahead of Jennifer 
Faulkner and Rory Foreman. 

The Surrey heat of the GoiCPrint 
event at Kingswood Golf Oub again 
attracted 30 teams, about a third of 
the total UK turnout, and five teams 
qualified for the semi-final at 
Horsham. 

The only regional level Surrey 
event, the Croydon Congress, organ­
ised by john Flower, had 82 pairs and 
was won by N Rosen and P Crouch, 
with John Williamson and Alan 
Powys runners-up. The No 
fears/friendly pairs event was won 
by J Churchill and J Hitchman. while 
the Sunday learns (-12 entries) was 
won by N Benn. fan Draper, M Prior 
and G Waters, with john \V'aJJamson. 
Alan Powys, Malcolm Grimston and 
Mike Cast second. 

The Pegasus Valentine's Weekend 
event organised by Les Roffey was 
dominated by the ladies. Billie 
Stephens and Miranda Fellows won 
the pairs, ahead of Denny Wade and 
Christine Dyer, while Renate Lane, 
Audrey Randall, Ruth Gallagher and 
Sheila Partington were the teams 
winners, with Doreen Charteris, 
Marie Horlock. Abdul Afghan and 
Malcolm Wilcox runners-up. 

The Richmond club continues to 
run successful bi-monthly Swiss 
pairs events. Ting To and Alison 
Browne h;tve been recent winners, as 
have Nigel Dames and Jos Bcrcsnier. 
On both occasions there were 25 
tables. 

Tandem had 20 tables for their 
Swiss teams event, won by two 
flitches, Audrey and Simon Jones and 
Sheila and Graham Barrell In keep­
ing with their relaxed atmosphere, 
prizes were awarded to the 'ooh-ah' 
bottom pairs halfway and at the end! 

Surrey members made up about 
10% of the total turnout of about 200 
for the EBU Estoril Congress. 
Although none managed to take lop 
plare rankings it is pleasing to report 
the tremendous tribute at the con­
gress made by Philip Mason. the EOU 
vice-chairman, to two of our well­
known 'youngsters', Kit and Alma 
Platl Sec Estoril report on centre 
pages. 
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Diary dates: April 4 affiliated 
teams of eight, Richmond; April 9 
Pegasus Swiss teams; April 23 Golf­
Bridge at Tyrrclls Wood; April 25 
Aileen Filose and men's pairs, 
Klngswood May 2 Rotary Swiss 
teams, 1\vickenham; May 7 Kortright 
and intermediate league Cinals, 
Oxshott; May 9 Tandem Swiss teams; 
May 10 and 17 Ditton Swiss teams; 
May 14 affilialed dubs league Cinal, 
Oxshott; May 23 Wanborough club 
teams championship, Wimbledon; 
June 6 Mary Edwards club pairs 
championship, Wimbledon; June 13 
AGM, OxshotL 

[Sus~ 
www.sccba.co.uk 

NATIONALLY our year has started 
well, with Matthew Hoskins and 
Andrew Southwell, playing with 
Alan Oddie and Jon Williams 
(Dedfordshire), coming second In the 
national Swiss teams. At the 
women's teams the Sussex four of 
Vida Bingham, Carole Sear, Jill 
Armstrong and Liz Hoskins took 
second place In the Whitelaw Cup. 

The SCCBA New Year Swiss teams 
at Henfield Hall was full, with 50 
teams playing and more on the wait­
ing list. Result: 1 M Keeping, M 
Read, R Buddery and R Burnett, 2 P 
and T Brooks and R and K Gaylor, 3 
M Langmaid, R Lewis, M Collins 
and RJames. 

individual semi-fmals: Crowbor­
ough 1 Per Lindsten, 2 J Cattennole, 
3 R Underwood, 4 R Webster; 
Worthing 1 T Whitely, 2 R Stevens, 3 
C Reimoser, 4 A Foley. 

The SCCBA sim pairs resulted in a 
clear victory for Worthing's Fran 
Thornton and Ernie Rivett, ahead of 
N Hills and A Southwell, J Williams 
and S Kaplan, R Best and V 
Chandler, C Gray and M Shillakcr 
and M Folland and 0 Knapp. 

East Grinstead no fears prize win­
ners were N-S 1 T Horsfield and G 
Skelton 2 C Endean and C Genders, 3 
R Best and S Ebsworth, 4 V Chandler 
and A Lawson; E-W 1 D Cook and D 
Lecky-Thompson, 2 M Smith and J 
Westcott, 3 J and D Comer, 4 R 
Stevens and R Lyford. 

Dognor mini Swiss teams 1 F 
North, J Albuquerque, A Jeffery and 
Mary Oates, 2 B and D Doswell, D 
Stapleton and C Carter, 3 R Skelton, 
F Ghaleb and Hand M Birch, equal3 
A Williams, J Austin, M Dufflcy and 
EConnell. 

SCCBA ladies' pairs finaltBrenda 
Cross and Sally Thompson. 2 Valerie 
Chandler and Patricia Lee, 3 Sheila 
Stedman and Joan Ethridge, 4 Phyl 
White and Marion Hart; men's pairs 
final 1 Tom Bradley and Harold 
13irch, 2 David Galpin and Jeff 
Stanford, 3 Ron Cowpland and 
Maurice Reeves. 

Elizabeth North teams semi-fmals: 
Crowborough 1 Bill Nicolle, L 
Gardiner, Robert Weir and Alan 
Gardener, 2 A and H Gimson, S and 
W Walker, 3 W and L Campbell, M 
North and K Pawson; Worthing 1 
Mike Davies, Steve Ackroyd, N and 
A Gillespie, 2 R Lyford, C Wigan, J 
and H Westcott, 3 D Hughes, M 
Gregson, C and L Smith. 

David Pavey semi-finals: 
Horsham E-W 1 P Hart and D 
Wigan. 2 G Sneddon and A Lea, 3 R 

C:CJUNTV NE\N£ 

Rafferty and G Parker, N-S 1 G 
Crawford and I Gratwick. 2 A 
Constable and S Lawson; Worthing 
E-W 10 Harris and Sue Ebsworth, 2 
G and G Cowan. 3 W Woods and M 
Wino, N-S 1 M Adkln and D Keay, 2 
N Roussel and A Baxter. 

Chairman's Cup 1 Aubrey 
Pengelly and Keith Jackson (Surrey), 
2 David Galpin and Joan Hootman. 3 
Colin Wilson and Diana Avis (Kent), 
equal 3 John Williams and Shefton 
Kaplan, 5 Gavin Park and Tony 
Roxburgh. 

Sussex individual final 1 Ron 
Buddery, equal1 Andy Foley, 3 Mike 
Keeping, 4 Brian Loasby. 

SCCBA seniors sim pairs 1 Brian 
Loasby and Peter Cattermole, 2 B 
and J Hootman, 3 A Harding and C 
Blackburn, 4 T Whiteway and J 
Whiteway, 5 Ann McCarthy and 
Elizabeth Churchill, 6 Bertie Wallace 
and Bill Adams. 

The Camrose Trophy match 
England v. Wales was staged by 
SCCBA and the EBU at Crawley. 
Match manager was Tom Bradley 
and Rachel King directed. The EBU 
Vugraph team did a superb job and 
enabled a large and appreciative 
audience to benefit from Paul 
Bowyer's amusing and infonnative 
commentary and analysis of the 
hands. 

Diary dates arc all shown in the 
county newsletter and calendar. 

I Warwickshire J 
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk 

DELATED congratulations to Martin 
Jones and his Leicestershire partner 
Paul Bowyer on their successes in the 
Cam rose series, and to John Collings 
and David Jones, winners of the 
recent Senior Congress pairs. 

In the EBU National men's pairs 
four Warwickshire pairs finished in 
the top twelve. Ben Green and Glyn 
Preece were the runners-up, with 
Colin Dean and Mike Summers­
Smith eighth, Martin Cox and Rob 
Helle 10th and David Kenward and 
John Robbins 11th. Very well done 
Dan Crofts, Andrew Thomson, 
David Stevenson and Sandra Fenton 
in winning the Silver Plate. 

In general the county teams faded 
against Leiccstershire (5-15, 9-11 and 
8-12), Oxfordshlre (6·14, 20-0, 2·18) 
and Worcestershire (5-15, 20-0 and 2-
18), but finished well against 
Glouccstershlrc (164, 9-11 and 20-0). 
These were the Dawes, Porter and 
Markham competitions respectively, 
so the inter-county season closed 
with the Dawes Trophy results 1 
Glouccstershlrc, 2 Leicestershlre, 3 
Wanvlckshlrc (from eight teams); 
Porter Trophy 1 Leicestershire, 2 
Wanvlckshirc, 3 Oxfordshire; 
Markham Trophy 1 Oxfordshire, 2 
Worcestershlrc, 4 Wanvlckshirc. 
Details arc on the web site. 

Wanvickshire pairs enjoyed their 
share of the Midland Counties 
Congress, with mixed pairs winners 
Rudl Beran and Ruth Coubrough. 
flitch winners Bob and Stephanie 
Galvin, men's pairs runners-up Steve 
Gore and Cyril Hall, mixed teams A 
runners-up Andrew Crawford, 
Darren Evetts, David Quine and 
Martin Lythel, mixed teams B win­
ners Dodo Gcorgevic, Robin Ogg, 
Nannette McWhirter and Peter 

Chapman, Foster Cup pairs runn1 

up Ben Green and Orlan Sen· 
Cooke-Porter Cup runners 
Carolyn Fisher and Jane Hall, ,. 
West Midlands Cup runners-up 1 
Watson and Judy Hulland. 

Also, in the championship lean· 
the Hayward Cup runners-up wt 
Ben Green, Brian Senior, Pch r 
Heatherington and Glyn Preece, lh, 
Littleford-Healey Cup winner; wcu 
Geoff and Sue Morris (with Lel,ll'\ 
Reece and David Franks) and the 
Joyce Hare Plate runners-up werl' 
Ruth Coubrough, Rudi Beran, Sheila 
Wand and Pam and Tony King. 

At Arden BC's introductory pair,, 
Dianne and Vicky Taylor took top 
place, followed by Pam Wernick and 
Prue Knight. In the winter session of 
Steve Green's popular pairs / teams 
event at Coventry BC the division 
one winners are Steve Green and Rob 
Helle, with Mike Allen and Roger 
Bryant second; division two 1 George 
Cuthbertson and Phil Glanville, 2 
Derek Berk and Nigel Wain; division 
three 1 Guy Kendall and John 
Robbins, 2 Adrian Knight and Tony 
Poole; division four 1 Bala Maniam 
and Matt Haag, 2 Joyce Hare and 
Dan Crofts; division five 1 Malcolm 
Green and Graham Cope, 2 Brian and 
Liz Cave. 

In the Kenilworth Congress the 
open pairs winners were Ailleen 
Stockham and Roger Williams, with 
runners-up Sheila Darby and Dennis 
Greaves. In the Swiss pairs Matt 
Haag and BaJa Miniam took first 
spot, followed by Marion Dixon and 
Chris Malthose and in the Swiss 
teams David Kenward, John 
Robbins, Peter Oldbury and Brent 
Wormald came home ahead of Joan 
Macleod, Edward Legg, Judy 
Hulland and Ian Woodward. 

The Joyce Hare mixed pairs results 
at Moseley were 1 Alan and SyMa 
Rose, 2 Julian and Pam Wernick. 
The Weston Trophy Swiss pairs event 
at West Midlands BC finished 1 
David Kenward and John Robbins, 2 
Mike Amos and Julian Wernick, 3 Pat 
Watson and Bill Hood. The winners 
of the Marion Murtagh Trophy were 
Cyril and Jane Hall, with runners-up 
David Kenward and John Robbins, 
while the Doyle Plate mixed pairs 
was won by Jeff Jones and Pamela 
Booth-Jones, with Pat Watson and 
Bill Hood second. 

It Is with sad 
regret that we have 
to reoord the pass­
Ing of another 
Wanvlckshire stal­
wart. Peter Millar 
was one of our 
leading county Peter Millar 
players and personalities of the 60s 
and 70s, greatly admired for his excel· 
lent humour and masterful card dex· 
terity, winning most of the honours in 
his day. He always enjoyed his bridge 
immensely and had a most infectious 
laugh. even in the face of adversity. 
He later became an able and very 
patient tournament director, and sub­
sequently retired to his holiday home 
in Sark. where he took part (very suc­
cessfully) in the EBU Internet League. 
We remember him well. 

Diary dates: April 4 Greswolde 
Bowl Swiss learns, WMDC 1.45pm; 
April 18 Earl Shanks Swiss teams, j 
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Coventry DC 1.45pm; May 2 Arden 
dlarity s.wiss teams in aid of the 
Arom Ch.lldren's Trust, 1.45pm; Ma 
13 Wanvtckshire men's and ladiJ 
pairs, Moseley BC 7.10pm· May 16 
Warwickshire Green Poi~t Swiss 
teams, Sutton BC, Walmley 1 . 
June 6 Cock o' County pairs, wJ'~ 
1.45pm; June 23 Frank Cup multiple 
teams, WMBC. 

Please contact Mr p Whitehouse 
27 Northdown Road, Sollhull D9i 
~LY (Ol2~ 704 9287) for your entries 
m Wanv1ckshire events. 

( WiltsiDre -- J 
www. wcba.co.uk 

~E Premier League continues, with 
SIX matches played and three 10 go. 
The teams come from all around the 
county and the order currently is as 
follows: 1 Bob Bannister, 2 Sam Sloan, 
3 Barry Kibble, 4 Richard Samte~ 5 
Danny Miller, 6 Jim Corbett, 7 Da~id 
Thackaberry, 8 Phil Dennett 9 Diana 
King, 10 Martin Buck. ' 

It was decided by the committee 
that any team not attending, for 
whatever reason, will gain no points 
if .they are unable to play a match, 
w1lh the exception that if a match 
can be rearranged ahead of schedule 
there is no penalty. However, if a 
match cannot be rearranged then the 
defaulting team gets zero, even if 
they notified their inability to play in 
advance. 

Sam Sloan's team beat Vic 
Holden's team in the semi-final of 
the Wiltshire knockout and will play 
the final against the winner of the 
other semi-final Gwenda Merriot or 
Ron King's. 

ln the Western League the fourth 
match of the season was against East 
Wales at Newport. Doth the A team 
and B team were unsuccessful. 

The Sarum team of Danny Miller 
and Colin Jones, Sue Hands and 
Vikky Crawford, Sonia Blandy and 
Georgie Dalton, and Roger Metcalf 
and Dave Hale, have qualified for a 
plilce In the regional final of the 
Garden Olies Trophy, to be played at 
Bristol Bridge Club on May 22. 

Taking part in the final of the 
championship pairs at the Nursteed 
Centre in Devizes on April 4 are 
Gayle and Colin Webb, Chris Starr 
and Reg Thorpe, Ron King and 
James Dunlop, Marion and Ian 
Cowley, Phil Green and Roger Kam, 
Nonnan Lambert and Darry Kibble, 
Gill Messer and Kathy Hodgson, 
Roy France and Sam Sloan and Esme 
Sidery and Joan Flavin. 

The Butler pairs event resulted In 
victory for Doug Evans and Brian 
Johnson, with Ron King and James 
Dunlop second and Dob Bannister 
and Andrew Law third. 

The National pairs qualifying heat 
WilS cancelled owing to lack of sup-
port. 

The mixed pairs was played and 
the winners were Andrew Law and 
Kathy Hodgson, with Diana King 
and Phil Green second and Gill 
Messer and Dob Bannister third. 

The Wiltshire AGM has been 
moved to May 9, as It would have 
clashed with the Green Point event 
in Hampshire. It will be held at the 
Nursteed Centre and Wiltshire mem­
bers arc urged to attend in order to 
ensure that they have their say in the 

COUNTY NEVVS 

ru~ning of their county. The handicap 
patrs eve~t always runs after the 
AGM. It ts a fun competition that 
always attracts \vorthy . . Winners. 

Five players from Wiltshire Colin 
~d Gayle Webb, Margaret and David 

ackaberry and Jenny Gray, jour­
neye~ to Portugal to play in the EBU 
Eston.l Congress. They aU enjoyed the 
expenence and Jenny had the best 
~ul~ of the week, winning her sec­
tion m .the pivot teams and coming 
second m the open pairs. 

At the Year End Congress at 
Black pool Gwenda Merriott and Nick 
Pepg finished second in the mixed 
patrs. 

llri~ge tea~hing is being undertak· 
en this year m Trowbridge by Diana 
King and Phil Green. Please check 
the web page for details 

~ia'r dates: April 4 championship 
patrs fmal; April 25 mixed teams; 
May9AGM. 

r WorcestershirL_ J 
www. wcba.freeserve.co.uk 

CONGRATULATIONS to Simon 
Harrison and Sue Page, who came 
fi_rst in the Wednesday BGB Wmter 
Simultaneous pairs, registering a 
75.42% score. 

Worcestershire successes at the 
Midland Counties Congress were 
upheld by the following stars: Richard 
Jephcott and John Sansom won the 
men's pairs, while the ladies' pairs tro­
phy went to Jennifer Romer and 
Heather Westcolt. The mixed teams 
was won by Richard Jephcott and John 
Sansom with county colleagues 
Grahame and Sharleen Weir. John 
Turner and Sue Page registered a third 
plare In the championship pairs. 

Worcestershire's premier knockout 
teams was won by John Sansom, 
Richard Jelfcott, Hayden Dando and 
Gordon Roxborough, who will repre­
sent the county In the Pachabo Cup. 

The MCC championship teams was 
won by Stewart Fishburne, Joyce 
Skelton and Arthur and Diana 
Williams, while second In the consola· 
lion teams were Richard Jephcolt, John 
Sansom and Grahame and Sharleen 
Weir, with Jessie and Jean Newton, 
Mike Orricl and Ross Ga.rratt third. 
Susan Sharp and David Thomas, \vith 
congress secretary Arthur Bloxham 
and his Staffordshire partner Rod 
Ewan. won the Swiss teams. 

Diary dates: May 10 
Worccstershlre's first veteran pairs 
(all players to be 65 or over), Holt 
Fleet 7.15pm; May 14 AGM, Holt 
Fleet 7pm (Note the earlier start) . 

( Yorks~re ] 
www.ycba.freeserve.co.uk 

YORKSHIRE players were well to the 
fore at the EBU/Baker Tilly Estoril 
Congress. Roy Garthwaite, Heather 
Hobson and Ted and Janet Latham 
won the Swiss teams and Dobbie 
Sissons, Jill Foggitt, Ian and Mary 
Rodger took ninth place. In the Swiss 
pairs Heather Hobson and Roy 
Garthwaite were fifth, Philip and 
Janet Mason seventh and Sheila 
Galloway and Sue Pell ninth. Janel 
Mason, playing with Jenny Gray of 
Wiltshire, was second In the open 
pairs. There was victory for Stan 
Collins and Philip Mason in the 
men's pairs, with Roy Garthwaite 
and Ted Latrulm In third place. Janet 

Mason and Shelagh Flett won the 
ladles' pairs. In the pivot teams 
Philip and Janet Mason. Stan Collins 
and Shelagh Flett were second in the 
red section and Janet and Ted 
Latham, Heather Hobson and Roy 
Garthwaite were second In the yel­
low. Third in the green section were 
David and Pam Oglesby, Sheila 
Galloway and Sue Pel!. Third In the 
white section were Trida Pearce, Sue 
Doag, Pauline Cooper and Madge 
Allison. Sheila Galloway and Sue Pell 
were second In the pre-congress 
pairs, with Ian and Mary Rodger 
fourth and Ann Lcdgard and Ann 
McKenzie fifth. 

Giles Foster and Tony McNiff, 
along with John Annstrong and 
Willy Crook, were third in the 
National Swiss Teams Congress. 
Cedric Cockcroft, along with Alex 
Hogg, David Adelman and Jeff 
Smith, was lOth. 

At the EBU Blackpool Year end 
Congress Daz.il Caygill and Martin 
Cantor, along with Howard Kay and 
Bob Cooke of Manchester, were third 
in the Swiss teams, while In the Swiss 
pairs Mary and Diana Gerrard were 
seventh and Rob Turner and Mary 
Whyms ninth. Sandy Davies and 
Bazil Caygill were fourth in the 
mixed pairs. 

In the National women's pairs 
Sarah Teshome, partnering Catherine 
Jagger, was fourth and Sandra 
Penfold, partneringAnne Rosen, was 
sixth. 

Yorkshire teams are doing well In 
the Crockford's Cup. Alan 
Martindale and Dave Waxman's 
teams have both reached the fourth 
round and Bill Townsend's team has 
reached the fifth round . 

Winners of the Yorkshire pairs 
were Bill Townsend and Tony 
McNiff, with Dave Robinson and 
Pete Watennan second and Sandy 
Davies and Tom Gisborne third. 

The Yorkshire schools pairs was 
won by Guiseppe Fiorentino and 
Robert Myers, with Tom and Mark 
Dessain second and James Thrower 
and Liam Jones third. These three 
pairs qualify for the EBU under 19s 
pairs final. 

Yorkshire Cup final 1 Maureen 
Tebb, Tony Swiers, Tom Hodgson 
and Frank Jones, 2 Jim Smillie, Janet 
Easter, Stephen Hinch and Kevin 
Hagan. equal 2 Peter Camm, Janet 
Thomson. Jonathon Drayshaw and 
Glyn Foley. 

Yorkshire simultaneous pairs for 
the Margery Cartwright Trophy 1 
Dorothy Dransfield and David 
Audley (Halifax), 2 Tim Smith and 
Nevcna Senior (Graham's), 3 Pam 
and Stuart Coggrave (York). 

Doncaster Swiss pairs 1 David 
Fletcher and Roger Taylor, 2 Martin 
Cantor and Dazil Caygill, 3 Richard 
Pike and D;~ve Waxman. 

Diary dates: May 2.3 Drldlington 
Congress; May 9 Yorkshire mixed 
pairs final; May 15 Yorkshire lndivid· 
ual fmal; May 16 Castle Swiss pairs; 
May 23 Yorkshire graded Masters 
pairs; June 4,5,6 Yorkshire Congress, 
Harrogate; June 8 Non-League Oubs 
Trophy. 

Please send results or other items 
of interest for Inclusion In this col­
umn to Dill Townsend, email 
billtoyp@btopenworld.rom 
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HOLIDAYS 

www.bridge(orsingles.co.uk 
-parties in 2004 

enquiries: 
info4rbridge(orsingles.co.uk 
or freephone 0800 3899181 

Prizes £700 in value 
including a 
FREE HILTON 
WEEKEND:-
7 duplicate bridge sessions, 
seminar, enhanced Master 
Points, bridge licensed by the 
EBU. Generous prizes include 
champagne, whisky, wine and 
a free Coventry Hilton bridge 
weekend for two. 

Sherry reception; Bridge room 
soft drinks; Buffet lunch prize 
giving. 
All plus half board: -
30 APR - 4 MAY & 27 - 31 
AUG, 3/4 nights, £110/135pp. 
sharing, single supp. £30/35. 

Also 2-5 July, £550 in prizes, 5 
sessions, 2/3 nights, 
£80/lOSpp. sharing, single 
supp. £2.0/25. 
(Partners not provided). 

COVENTRY HILTON, 
0247-684-1017 (or -660-3000). 

To reply t o box numbers 
please write to: 

Laura Grimsley, English 
Bridge Advertising Sales, 
Charlton House, Old 
Estate Yard, East Hendred, 
Oxford OX 12 8LL 

PARTNERS 

ENTHUSIAS11C glamorous mature 
female seeks reasonable strong 
system partner. Home/ away 
W London PO Box 196 

MALE requires partner(s) to enjoy 
Green Point Events anywhere in 
England. PO Box 197 

MISCELLANEOUS 

BRIDGE GIFTS 
DIRECT 

Largest selection of Bridge Gifts 
and accessories In the UK 

for the catalogue and price list 
con12ct llr!cl ~:c ( , If!\ l>trcll I imllcd 

20 Parson SLrct:t, llcndon NW.f I Qll 
Td: 020 83.f6 0979 (Carole) 

Fax: 020 IH46 -1694 

PRECISION SCORING 
Information and download 

MP and IMPs across the field 
www.brldgeassistant.com 

BRIDGE TEACHER AT 
YOUR DISPOSAL 

London area 
www.chrisbridgetuition.com 
info@chrisbridgetuition.com 

mobile: 07985147939 

CLUBS 

YOUNG CHELSEA 
24 HOUR 

MARATHON 

20/21 NOVEMBER 

First prize £3000 

020 7373 1665 
www.ycbc.co.uk 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
Minimum of tl4.25, up to 14 wonk; oddilional words t1 eoth. Bo1 Number thargt ts.OO 

Send this coupon, wilh cheque payable to Blue2, The Studio, Old Estate Yard, East 
Hendred, Oxford, OX12 8Jt Telephone: 01235 833060 

Name (block letters) ........ . ..................................... .. 

Tel ..••.•••• . ••••• •. .• . .•.•• •• •• ••••• ••...•••..••••..•••...•.••.••.••.•• 

Address .. . ......... . ... . ....... ... . . ... . . .. .. . . .. .. . ... ........ ..... . . . 
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MASTERFORM PUBLICATIONS 
'ESHA NESS' 150 GOMS MILL ROAD BLURTON 
STOKE· ON TRENT STAFFORDSHIRE SD -IBI' 

Telephone- 01782·311Sn 

Dear Horseracing Investor 
If you are interested in receiving a FREE copy of 'Secrets of the Turf' 
read on! 
You can make your betting on racehorses pay. Did you back the 
winners of the Spring Double last year? Many of our readers did 
because they were pointed in the right direction well before the 
actual races. To remind you, Pablo won the Lincoln at 5/ 1 and 
Monty's Pass won the Grand National atll/ 1 but th~e were ju~tthc 
starting prices. Many of my clients were on at much b1gger odd~. 
If you would like to belong to a caring and sincere group of people 
who read 'Secrets of the Turf' send for your FREE copy now! All that 
is required is 4 First Class stamps to cover the cost of postage and 
packing. You know it makes sense- BE A WINNER! 
Yours sincerely 
Eddie Wood, EDITOR 

CLUB TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 
Training Courses - 2004 
ESSENTIALS 
Aylesbury 
Keswick 
Andover 
Sheffield 
Brighton 

Thur 15th April 
Sat 17th April 
Sat 24th April 
Sat 8th May 
Mon 16th Aug 

BOOK RULINGS 
Tettenhall 
Andover 
Aylesbury 
Keswick 
Nottingham 
Sheffield 
Brighton 

Sat 17th April 
Sat 8th May 
Wed 12th May 
Sat 22nd May 
Sat 22nd May 
Sat 19th June 
Tues 17th Aug 

ASSESSMENT 
Aylesbury 
Exeter 
Brighton 
Andover 
Bury 
Keswick 
Tettenhall 
Nottingham 
Sheffield 

Thur 17th June 
Sat 19th June 
Thur 19th Aug 
Sat 2nd October 
Sun 10th Oct 
Sat 16th Oct 
Sat 23rd Oct 
Sat 13th Nov 
Sat 4th Dec 

Keswick 
Brighton 
Sheffield 
Nottingham 

For further 
information, 
or to register 
for a course, 

call 
01296 317225 

or email 
maggie@ebu.co.uk 

COUNTY DIRECTORS' and 
COUNTY REFRESHER COURSES 

Hilton National Hotel, Coventry 
Saturday 31st July-Sunday 1st August 2004 

Advertisements for the June 2004 
edition must be received by 

APRIL 26 2004 

ENGUSH BRIDGE April 2004 .. 



FREEPHONE 
0800 0346 246 

ENGLISH HOLID Y.S 
1111 WOODCROn TOWER HOTEL -
IOURNIMOUTH 
4 APRIL, 26 SEPT & 28 NOV, 5 nights- from £~ 99 
24 JUNE, 3 nights - £169 
A relaxed atmosphere awaits you in the comfort of this 
ramiJY-run 40 bedroom hotel renowned for its line cuisine It · 
situated within a short walking distance of Bournemouth'; ~:t 
aifr, the golden san.ds ?nd promenade, the town centre's pier 
shopS and award wmmng gardens ' 

THIIIIRII COUNTIES HOTEL • HEREFORD 
1 APRIL, Easter, 4 n ights - £239 
27 MAY, Whitsun, 3 nights - £189 
Situated just a stroll along the river from the historic cathedral 
dty of Hereford and stand!ng i.n over three acres of gardens 
the 1bree Countles is an 1dylhc haven for a bridge break. It is 
the perfect centre to see the beauty of the Wye Valley and visit 
the Cathedral in Hereford where the 13th century map of the 
world, the Mappi Mundi is kept. 

THI HOLIDAY INN - TELFORD/ IRONBRIDGE 
30 APR, Bank Holiday, 4 nights - £199 
27 AUG, Bank Holiday, 3 nights - £189 
24 Dec, Xmas, 4/ 5/ up to 9 nights - from £299 
1be HoUday Inn sets a standard of excellence in every aspect 
olfering first class cuisine and tastefully furnished, well­
appointed en suite rooms. There is free use of the health, 
beauty and leisure centre with its large warm indoor pool etc. 
It occupies a town centre position adjacent to a delightful 
piUk, lake and gardens and a large shopping mall. 

IINAII WARREN - HAYLING ISLAND 
17 MAY 4 nights - £239 
Offering sparkling sea views, smart new guest rooms, a 
choice of sports, delightful bars and restaurants, and alfresco 
summer lunchtime barbecues. Along with swimming and 
coastal walks, choose from tennis, archery, croquet, putting 
areen, boules and bowls.Situated in an area of great historical 
Interest on the South Coast near Portsmouth. Local attractions 
include HMS Victory and the Mary Rose, The D Day Museum 
and Arundel Castle. 

History comes to life at this magnificent Grade I listed 
1\Jdor mansion where Henry VII once wooed Jane 

Seymour. Today, its mullioned windows, ivy-clad walls and 
oak-panelled Great Hall create a stunning backdrop to a 
modern hotel. Littlecote House blends creature co~f~rts 
and extensive facilites with 15th century hlstory.Tius h1gh 

quality, child free hotel offers an extensive range of 
racilitles Including outdoor bowls and short mat bowls. 

F~w hotels on the Isle of Wight enjoy a liner shoreline 
selling or more stunning views across the Solentthan the 

. ~~mbrtd.ge Coast.Hotel. A wide range of leisure 
fac1hhes are mcluded m the price in this child free resort 

includin.g a heated indoor pool and spa pool, bowls, ' 
tenms and croquet The island itself has many 

attractions worth visiting. 

CROYDE BAY HOLIDAY VILLAGE - NORTH DEVON 
19 JUNE & 11 SEPT 3/4/7 nights -
£159/ £189/£269 
A popular venue with Bridge Overseas clients Croyde Bay is 
situated on the beautiful scenic coast of North Devon. 
Spectacular scenery and lovely coastal walks. First class food 
and accommodation and many racilities including a superb 
indoor pool. 

LAKESIDE RESORT - HAYLING ISLAND 
16 AUG 4 nights - £199 
C?n pretty H~yling Island famous for its beaches, yachts , sea 
VJews and fnendly atmosphere, Lakeside makes a perfect 
relaxing setting. This child free resort Is particularly easy to 
get around being compaclly organised and laid out on nat 
terrain. A host of indoor and outdoor facilities are included in 
the price. 

THE HOLIDAY INN - WINDSOR/MAIDENHEAD 
28 AUG 3 nights - £219 
A modem, quality, well equipped hotel well positioned with 
easy access to Royal Windsor and Windsor Castle. Previous 
clients have been impressed by the high standards of this 
hotel and its wide range of leisure facilites Including an 
Indoor pool, leisure centre and gym. 

THE CARLTON - CHELTENHAM 
30 DEC, NEW YEAR 4 NIGHTS - £299 
We repeat our popular New Year Break to the elegant Carlton 
Hotel, conveniently situated In the centre of the beautiful spa 
town or Cheltenham. The Carlton stands In a quiet tree lined 
avenue amidst line Regency architecture and close to the 
famous promenade with its line shops and award \vinning 
gardens and parks. 

VIsit our website for full details of all our holidays 
www.brldgeoverseas.co.uk 

Bridge Overseas Ltd, First noor Olllm, to WeD St, Prien!, em liE 
PRICES QUOTED ARE FOR HALF BOARD FREEPHONE 
AND INCLUDE All BRIDGE FEES 
BRIDGE UCENSED BY lHE EBU _ 0800 0346 246 
MASTERPOINTS, TROPHIES AND PRIZES. (01656 773178) 

See inside front cover for Overseas holidays 



Masterpoint Cruise 
8--19 May 2004 
St .Petersburg 

Chris Barrable - prices from £83 9* 
. 

3--15 August 2004 . . 
. .· 

Greenland Explorer · · 
Trevor King - prices from. £ i ·199* . . ~ 

.· 4--14 October 2004 
l I •• 

Olyriipic Discovery : 
Tony Richards - · . es from £619* 
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