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THE English Bridge Union was founded
on 23rd May 1936 and I am honoured to
be the editor in charge of English Bridge as
we celebrate the Union’s 75th year. This
allows me to be the first, on the pages of
the magazine, to wish the EBU and all its
members a very Happy Birthday!
This issue of English Bridge is dedicated
to commemorating the Union’s 75th Anniversary, but the celebrations will continue
throughout the year. To find out what is
being planned, visit www.ebu.co.uk/75.
Also, please let us know of any special
events that your club or county may be
planning to mark this Anniversary Year,
and we will feature it in future issues of the
magazine. Similarly, we would like to hear
from more ‘EBU Babes’, members who are
75 this year, as we look forward to publishing more stories of how they got hooked
on bridge. The profiles on pages 32-34
paint a varied picture of what this great
game means to different people and how
our lives are enriched by being part of a
community that is based on the foundation
provided by the National Union and the
enthusiasm of all the volunteers who rally
around the EBU’s banner.
The theme of this issue is to celebrate
the role performed by the EBU in shaping
the world of duplicate bridge in England.
It would have been impossible to do that
if we had not looked back to 1936 and
tried to assess what bridge, and indeed life,
in England was like in those early days.

If we have achieved our goal, it has been
partly because of all the help received in
gathering research as well as gleaning fresh
perspectives. I owe a big vote of thanks to
Matt Betts, David Bird, Richard Fleet,
Peter Hasenson, Catherine and Chris Jagger,
Andrew Jeronimidis, Andrew Kambites,
Wolf Klewe, John Pain, and Andrew
Robson, for their generous assistance.
You will notice that our regular columns,
unless they could fit in with the ‘1936’
theme, are missing from this issue. Fear not:
they will be back, as usual, with the August
magazine! The exceptions are the Letters to
the Editor, County News, the Master Point
(initial rank) Promotions (it seemed wrong
to axe contributions from, or pertaining to,
the grass-roots of the Union) and the report
on the Lady Milne. The result of this event,
a shared win for England and Scotland, is a
veritable celebration of the spirit of bridge:
the England team contained a 24- and a 78year-old, both playing for the first time at
international level. Which other game can
boast such a spread of ages? Well done
Dinah Caplan and Lizzie Godfrey, Alice
Kaye and Bryony Youngs, Sally Brock and
Susanna Gross, and captain Simon Cope
(who shares all the excitement with us on
page 25) on a great performance.
Finally, you could be a winner, too! Enter
our 75th Anniversary Quiz on page 55 for a
chance to win £100. Getting the answers
right won’t be difficult if you read this issue
r
carefully from cover to cover . . .

Apartment Two, 7 Grosvenor Road, Southport PR8 2HT

www.fynebridgeholidays.co.uk

FyneJepsonBridge Holidays
5th June & 31st July
19th June
24th June
21st July
7th August

Last Drop Village & Spa, Lancashire
New Bath Hotel, Matlock Bath
The Chadwick Hotel, Lytham St. Annes
Dukenhalgh Spar Hotel, Lancashire
The Beverley Hotel, Beverley Yorkshire

£199.00 4nts
£219.00 3nts
£215.00 3nts
£199.00 3nts
£219.00 3nts

Half Board on all holidays Bridge Fees included.
Bridge Licensed by E.B.U. for Master Points, Partners guaranteed for all sessions.
Single supplement may apply

Email : info@fynebridgeholidays.co.uk
or ring 01704 567831 to request our brochure
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1936 was a significant year in the history of the world; it saw the founding of the EBU
and the publication of three important bridge books: Ely Culbertson’s Contract Bridge
Complete (known as The Gold Book), Charles Goren’s Winning Bridge Made Easy, and
Agatha Christie’s Cards on the Table. Elsewhere that year, Jesse Owens won four
gold medals at the Berlin Olympics and the King of England abdicated (see pages 8-9).
AUCTION Bridge had all but disappeared
as Contract Bridge became all the rage
(although one author doubted whether the
female mind would be able to cope with the
transition). The literature of the time
illustrates the change, gradually moving to
the terminology we use today. The knave,
hitherto abbreviated as ‘Kn’, was becoming
known as ‘J’. The player designations
A, B, Y and Z on hand diagrams were being
replaced by the more intuitive West, East,
North and South. (A was also known as the
Eldest Hand.) Tables of the bidding were
infrequently used, the writers preferring to
put the bids in narrative form, with the bids
themselves in inverted commas, as though
spoken.
Quick tricks and honour tricks (more
complicated and sophisticated than quick
tricks) still dominated hand evaluation,
with the Milton Work point count being
used, but only for balanced hands. LieutCol. Walter Buller, C.B.E., an authority of
the day and virulently against all things
American, considered Culbertson’s table
of honour tricks to be faulty. He argued
that the king should be worth two-thirds
of a trick, not a half, since it would take a
trick if the ace were with partner or righthand opponent, and only be worthless if
the ace were with left-hand opponent.
The opening bid was known as the
original bid and overcalls were known as
overbids (we all have partners like that).
Game-forcing jump responses like 1™ –
2´ were called forcing overbids (my partner does those too). The demand bid, for
example a strong two, was also forcing.
Rose Henniker Heaton and Phyllis Bosworth, authors of Contract with James,
provide a delightful selection of phrases,
writing of hands that are misfitters or notrumpers, and hands that should be held-up
(not go down as dummy, they meant, rather
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than not be visible to the opponents). I also
spotted game without trumps where we
would say ‘game in no-trumps’. Lovely; I
have started using it.
One of the most debated topics was the
informatory double, described by Emporos
in Contract – Its Charm and Principles, as
one of only two conventions that were
needed (the other was the high-low peter).
He was writing before the acceptance of
Blackwood and well before the discovery of
Stayman. The informatory double was just
a strong hand (three honour tricks) to
some, and an embryonic form of today’s
take-out double to others. The anonymous
bridge columnist in the Times suggested
that 2® should be used as a negative
response.
What is it with whist and bridge authors
and their anonymity? The late 18th and
early 19th centuries have more than thirty
pseudonyms, including Revoke, Goulash
(actually Canon Basil H. Davies), Major
Tenace, and Yarborough.
What surprised me most about the
bridge writing of 1936 was the coverage
given to psyches; books had whole chapters
on how and when to use them, and the
press regularly reported them as an acceptable tactic.
Chapters were also written on
behaviour at the bridge table, my favourite
tips being: ‘Post mortems are anathema’,
‘Don’t, when you are dummy, read the
newspaper at the table’, and ‘Don’t scold
partner’.
The aforementioned Colonel Buller
gave this as an interesting deal from a
duplicate tournament of thirteen tables
(diagram in next column):
Buller’s commentary began: “The correct
bidding is B, ‘One diamond’; Z, ‘Four
Hearts’; and all pass. A opened the king of
diamonds . . .”

Simon Cochemé

´
™
t
®

BRIDGE WITH A TWIST

The Language
of Bridge IV

Y-Z Vulnerable. B dealt.
´ Q. 10. 3
™ 5. 3. 2
t 7. 2
® Q. Kn. 7. 4. 2
9. 5. 4. 2
´ K. Kn. 8
Y
7
™ Kn. 8 6
B
A
Z
K. 9. 5
t A. Q. 10. 6. 4. 3
9. 8. 6. 5. 3
® 10
´ A. 7. 6
™ A. K. Q. 10. 9. 4
t Kn. 8
® A. K

Thank you, Colonel, I’ll take over now.
West led king and another diamond.
Modern Easts would return a third
diamond, expecting West to be able to
trump it, but our ancient Easts were aware
that partner might still have a diamond
(top of partner’s suit was the standard lead
in those days). They played the ten of
clubs. The declarers won and drew two
rounds of trumps, getting the bad news.
Had trumps broken, they could have
unblocked the club king and crossed to
dummy’s five of hearts to enjoy the clubs.
Most declarers drew a third round of
trumps and played a spade to the ten. The
Easts won, returned a diamond and waited
for their king of spades. Two declarers,
Buller tells us, played the hand well. After
two rounds of trumps, they led the other
top club. One East fell for it and ruffed.
The other East saw through declarer’s
plan, declined to ruff and so defeated the
contract.
Colonel Buller was not a modest man
and I am sure that he was neither Z, the
successful declarer, nor B, the perspicacious
defender. If he had been, he would have
mentioned it. At least once.
r
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Excel Bridge
For the very best in Luxury Bridge Breaks

Mike Swanson Presents

DIAMOND BRIDGE

Our prices are inclusive of bridge costs.

Attractive Breaks Over The Summer
Charm and elegance by the sea

The Hydro, EASTBOURNE
Jun 17-19/20 £216/263
(Sorry, no singles left)

Enjoy Shakespeare’s Stratford in the sun

Benidorm

Stratford Manor, STRATFORD

10th January 2012 - 14 nights full-board from £639 †

Stunning views across the Thames Valley

Our fifteenth visit to the Hotel Poseidon Palace, set in the most popular
resort on the Costa Blanca. † Price includes transfers but not flights which
are available from many regional airports at a cost of around £100 *

Jul 8-10/11 £205/249

Blunsdon House, BLUNSDON
Aug 26-29 (Bank Holiday) £249

Ring NOW for a copy of
our full 2011 programme
Telephone: 0117 9246292
Website: www.excelbridge.co.uk

“Excel for Excellence”
Generous Prizes • Master Points • Bridge licensed by the EBU

Benalmadena

28th January 2012-14 nights bed & breakfast from £549♦

The Sunset Beach Club Hotel is set right by the sea and the
beautiful sandy beach of this delightful resort on the Costa del
Sol. All rooms are apartment-style with a fully equipped kitchenette and dining/sitting area. ♦Price does not include transfers
or flights, which are available from many regional airports at a
cost of around £100. The hotel is a 20 minute taxi ride from the
airport. Half-board supplement £96 *

Panama Canal Luxury Cruise
12th April 2012 - 20 nights from £4769

Fly to Florida for a one night hotel stay before boarding the 6-star allsuite all-inclusive Regent Seven Seas Navigator for a cruise from Fort
Lauderdale to Georgetown (Cayman Islands), Cartagena (Colombia),
daytime transit of the Panama Canal, Punta Arenas (Costa Rica), the
Mexican ports of Puerto Chiapas, Huapulco, Acapulos & Cabo San
Lucas, San Diego & San Francisco before flying home to the UK. Prices
include flights, cruise, excursions, all on-board drinks, & gratuities. **
Santorini - May 2012 - 14 nights half-board
A welcome return to the Santo Miramare Resort set by the
beach on this spectacular Greek island with dramatic mountains,
deep clear dark blue sea and memorable sunsets. *
Alaska - 21st August 2012 - 14 nights
Fly to Vancouver for a one night hotel stay before boarding the
6-star all-suite all-inclusive Regent Seven Seas Navigator for a
cruise from Vancouver to Sitka, Hubbard Glacier (cruising),
Hoonah, Skagway, Juneau, Ketchikan, Victoria (Vancouver
Island), Astoria (Oregon), & San Francisco **
Kefalonia - September/October 2012 - 14 nights half-board
Our thirteenth visit to the Mediterranee Hotel on this beautiful
Greek island with its picturesque bays and clear blue sea, the
home of Captain Corelli's Mandolin. *
This is not our full 2012 programme, more holidays will be added
We regret to inform you that we are completely sold out for 2011
* operated by Northenden Travel ATOL 3042
** payments to Northenden Travel ABTA56434, agents for Regent Seven Seas ATOL5584

Bridge licensed by the EBU

Diamond Bridge
The Cheshire Travel Centre, 268 Finney Lane, Heald Green, Cheadle, SK8 3QD

email: info@diamondbridge.co.uk www.diamondbridge.co.uk

Tel: 01928 790080 Fax: 0161 437 0212
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John and Julie discover that the Laws were draconian in 1936
AFTER a successful evening at the bridge club
(the Tournament Director was only called
twice!), John was in bed drifting towards sleep
whilst thinking about the 75th anniversary of
the EBU and wondering if the laws were very
different all those years ago . . .
‘Isn’t it exciting coming to play in a
different era?’ said John.
‘Certainly, though I am not sure that I
will be able to cope with all the cigar and
cigarette smoke,’ replied Julie.
As he sat down, John introduced himself
to the opponents and announced that they
were playing Acol.
‘I am sorry, sir, but this is a bridge club,’
replied East. ‘I am not sure what sort of
game Acol is, but to my knowledge it has
nothing to do with bridge.’
‘No, no, we are in the right place. It is
just the name that we have given our bidding system,’ apologised John as he realised
that the first Acol book was not to be published until 1938.

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer East.
´ KJ5
™ AQJ4
t QJ
® QJ85
10
´ 9863
N
753
™ 862
W
E
A 10 9 5 4
t K62
S
7432
® K 10 9
´ AQ742
™ K 10 9
t 873
® A6

West

North
John

www.ebu.co.uk

East

South
Julie
1´

Not used to having to bid verbally (there
were no bidding boxes in 1936), Julie
opened 1´ out of turn.
‘I know this one,’ thought John after Julie
had opened out of turn. ‘If East passes then
Julie just repeats her bid with no penalty; if
he bids and Julie bids spades, then I must
pass for one round, and if she bids anything
else I must pass throughout.’
The Director arrived, and pulled out his
copy of the 1935 laws. ‘As the 1´ has not
been overcalled, it is cancelled and the
bidding reverts to East, and the penalty is
that the offender’s partner must pass
throughout.’
East then passed and Julie, with her thin
opening hand, decided to repeat her 1´
and that ended the auction.
West led his singleton trump and Julie
decided to draw trumps and then cash her
hearts. Unfortunately she had the nine of
hearts in with her diamonds and so she
discarded two small diamonds on the
third and fourth round of hearts, despite
John saying: ‘Having none?’ After taking

Mike Swanson

DIRECTOR, PLEASE!

Infraction
and Punishment

the successful club finesse, Julie tabled her
cards and conceded two diamond tricks;
however, the opponents couldn’t help but
notice the nine of hearts and so the Director was called again.
John hoped that they were just to lose
one trick, as it is in the current laws, but he
had a feeling that a more draconian penalty
was about to be enforced.
‘How many times did you fail to follow
to hearts when you had a heart in your
hand?’ asked the Director.
‘Twice,’ replied Julie.
‘Right; well, the penalty for a revoke is
two tricks for the first revoke and one trick
for each subsequent revoke (provided that
there are tricks to transfer after the revoke),
so that means that this is a three trick
penalty.’
‘Oh John, I have so let you down,’ said
Julie. ‘I wouldn’t blame you if you never
played with me again.’
‘Not at all, you can only do your best
and you know that I am a forgiving soul,’
said John dreamily . . .
r

Did You Know . . . ?
The first Laws of Duplicate Bridge were published in 1928.
There have been successive revisions in 1933, 1935, 1943, 1949, 1963, 1975,
1987, and 1997. In accordance with its bye-laws, the World Bridge Federation
promulgated the current edition in 2007. The next scheduled change is for 2017.
Previously through the 1930s the Laws were promulgated by the Portland Club
of London and the Whist Club of New York. From the 1940s onwards the
American Contract Bridge League Laws Commission replaced the Whist Club,
while the British Bridge League and the European Bridge League supplemented
the Portland Club’s efforts.
The 1975 Laws were also promulgated by the World Bridge Federation,
as they were in 1987 and 1997.
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HISTORY

A Year of Change
by Matt Betts
Friendships born on the field of athletic strife are the real gold of competition. Awards
become corroded, friends gather no dust.’
— Jesse Owens, commenting after the 1936 Summer Olympic Games

THE minutes of the second meeting of the
Council of the EBU on 12 June 1936
concentrate simply on the founding of the
new union with a number of famous
bridge names attending, including Hubert
Phillips and Richard Lederer. Outside
their meeting room, however, 1936 was a
year of immense change throughout the
world.

Year of the Three Kings

In the photo: Prince Albert, Duke
of York, acceded to the throne as
George VI after Edward VIII’s
abdication at the end of 1936.

UK events of 1936 have recently been at
the forefront of the public’s consciousness

8
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thanks to the Oscar winning film, The King’s
Speech, which depicted the Duke of York’s
struggle with his stutter. This was a very
turbulent year for the monarchy, witnessing the very rare occurrence of three kings
on the UK throne (George V, Edward VIII
and George VI). The year started with the
death of George V who had reigned for
nearly twenty-six years, and in that time
had been a well loved King, though he
could not understand why: ‘I cannot
understand it, after all I am only a very
ordinary sort of fellow.’
At the death of George V, his first son
became king as Edward VIII but then, only
months into his reign, a constitutional
crisis arose when he proposed the idea of
marriage to an American socialite, Mrs
Wallis Simpson. She had divorced her first
husband and was seeking a divorce from
her second. The UK prime minister, Stanley
Baldwin, opposed the idea, arguing that
the British people would not accept a
divorced woman who had two living exhusbands. Edward knew that the government would resign if the marriage went
ahead, and that would lead to an
immediate general election, forever ruining his status as a politically neutral,
constitutional monarch. As a result, rather
than give up Mrs Simpson, Edward chose
to give up the throne. On the night of 11
December 1936, Edward made a radio
broadcast to the UK and the Empire,
explaining his reasons for abdication: ‘I
have found it impossible to carry the
heavy burden of responsibility and to
discharge my duties as king as I would
wish to do without the help and support
of the woman I love.’ His brother, Prince
Albert, Duke of York, now acceded to the
throne as George VI, and like his father
became a well loved and respected king.

The Crystal Palace Fire

On 30th November 1936, the
famous Crystal Palace, which had
held the Great Exhibition of 1851,
was destroyed completely by fire.
The glow was visible across eight
counties. Winston Churchill, who
witnessed it, said: ‘This is the end
of an age.’

Meanwhile, for the common man the
Great Depression (a severe world-wide
economic depression), which had started
in 1929, continued to be a part of daily life
in the UK. Various newspapers reported
that an average family needed £6 a week to
keep them above the poverty line. One
member of the public, Mrs Bertha Blackith,
who was 16 in 1936, said of those days: ‘I
started working at the age of 14 in some

www.ebu.co.uk

really difficult jobs, just so I could help
support my family.’
However, it wasn’t all doom and gloom
for families: 1936 also marked the
appearance of Monopoly and families
could at least imagine being richer. In
addition, the first Butlins holiday camp
was opened in Skegness, ‘to provide
affordable holidays for ordinary British
families.’

Gone with the Wind

Pinewood Studios
Margaret Mitchell first published her
hugely successful novel, Gone with
the Wind, in May 1936. It was made
into a blockbuster film in 1939.

Pinewood Studios, which was to
provide the set for many James Bond,
Harry Potter, and other famous
films, opened its doors in 1936.

The dire state of the economy did not
stop the UK enjoying some sporting highlights, which included Fred Perry winning
the Wimbledon singles for the third year
in succession. His full career saw him as an
eight-time Slam winner, and he was the
last British male player to win any of
tennis’s Grand Slam events. Also, on 4
January, England celebrated its first ever
win over the All Blacks in Rugby Union. It
was a particularly famous game, because
the ‘man of the match’, playing for
England, was Prince Alexander Sergeevich
Obolensky, who had fled from his homeland of Russia after the 1917 revolution.
He scored two tries in this game, but it was
his first that was regarded as the greatest
for a long time, as Obolensky ran threequarters of the length of the field to score.
The UK also enjoyed a scientific
triumph when Sir Henry Hallett Dale
shared the 1936 Nobel Prize in Physiology
and Medicine with his colleague Otto
Loewi for their discoveries relating to
chemical transmission of nerve impulses.
At the same time, the BBC was setting the
pace in communication technology by
adding sound to television pictures for the
first time; this achievement was slightly
marred by reports that their only male
announcer ‘seemed ill at ease in head-andshoulder view’.

www.ebu.co.uk

Later in the year, an agreement which was
alleged to ‘protect European culture and
civilisation and world peace from the
Bolshevik (Russian) menace’ was signed
by Japan and Germany. However, instead of
providing any kind of protection, the
alliances meant that Europe and the world
would change irrevocably, with the eventual
outbreak of hostilities of World War II.
Germany was also the stage for the 1936
Berlin Summer Olympics – well known
because, first, they were an opportunity
for Nazi Germany to promote themselves
and their ideological belief in racial supremacy; and second, American Jesse Owens
won four gold medals.
Jesse Owens’s participation was controversial because dis crimi na tion against
black people was still widespread in the
US, with racial segregation enforced by
the infamous Jim Crow laws. Owens won
gold medals in the 100 metres, 200 metres,
long jump and 4 x 100 metres relay.
Owens later said: ‘Hitler didn’t snub me –
it was FDR who snubbed me. The president didn’t even send me a telegram.’
Jesse Owens was never invited to the
White House nor bestowed honours by
the president or his successor during their
terms of office.
1936 certainly had its ups and downs
and was a year of immense change worldwide. It was also one of great achievement
which, of course, included the founding of
r
the EBU. A truly remarkable year.

Outside the UK, 1936 saw the continuation of worrying actions which would
eventually culminate in the hostilities of
the Second World War. On 7 March, Nazi
Germany reoccupied the Rhineland, an
action which was in direct violation of
the Treaty of Versailles where Germany
had been forbidden from ‘maintaining or
constructing any fortification’ in that area.
This was allowed to happen because many
in Europe did not want a return to war
and felt that the reoccupation would make
little difference. One of these was the
playwright George Bernard Shaw, who
was quoted as stating that it was no
different than if Britain
had reoccupied Portsmouth. However, hisFranklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR)
torians now believe
that if the UK and
France had intervened
at that time, it is likely
that Nazi Germany
would have soon fallen.
As Hitler said: ‘. . . if
[they] had then marched into the Rhineland, we would have
had to withdraw with
our tails between our
legs . . .’ In addition, by
May, Italy had invaded
and annexed the last
remaining independent
FDR was re-elected to his second term of office in 1936.
African country of
He was the 32nd President of the USA, and led his country
Ethiopia to add to their
through a time of world-wide economic crisis and the
African colonies and
Second World War. FDR dominated the American
thus create Italian East
political system for over twelve years and for decades after
Africa. This success led
his death in office in 1945. He is the only US President to
to the formation of an
have been elected to more than two terms.
alliance between Nazi
Germany and Italy.
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Accolade Duplicate Bridge Holidays 2011
Bridge licensed by the EBU-ATOL protected
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Freephone 08004101021
Email: harry@accoladeholidays.co.uk
or visit www.accoladeholidays.co.uk

ATOL No 6465

Dovedale, in the Derbyshire Dales
Mon 7 Nov (4nts) was £349, now £289
Hosted by Alan Bailey and Gordon Bickley
Great value and
accommodation:
"
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We offer over 35 bridge holidays during 2011
at our Country Houses which are in stunning locations
across the UK, each with comfortable rooms well suited
for playing bridge.

Visit www.hfholidays.co.uk or request
a brochure on 0845 470 8559
Terms and conditions apply to all bookings.
Non HF Holidays members will be charged a £5 associate fee to join our holidays.

To book call our Reservations team now on
0845 470 7558
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Heather Dhondy

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer South.
´ K. Q. x. x
™ Q. 8
t A. 9. x. x. x
® A. x
J. x
´ 10. x. x. x. x
N
9. x. x
™ A. 2
E
W
S
K. J. x
t 10. x. x. x
Q. 10. x. x. x
® 9. x
´ A. x
™ K. J. 10. x. x. x
t Q
® K. J. 8. x

West

North

East

Pass
Pass

1´
6™

Pass
All Pass

South
1™
3®

THIS deal comes from the preliminary heat
of the National Pairs in 1936, and was
originally written up in the May 1936 issue
of Bridge Magazine by Abe Wolfers, a prominent player of the time, who won the
Gold Cup in 1935 with his brother Lionel,
and partnered Terence Reese in some of the
early Camrose matches. Alas, he does not
tell us the names of the players involved on
this deal, especially East, whose imaginative
defence caught his eye that day.
Abe describes the bidding as ‘a mixture
of approach-forcing and direct methods’.
These days one might find other ways to

describe it (apart from the 1™ bid, which
is perfect), but the contract arrived at was
a decent one, and one which we would all
be happy to reach.
The lead was the jack of spades, won by
declarer in hand. A club to the ace, and a
second club to declarer’s king was followed
by a club ruff in dummy with the queen.
How would you defend with the East cards?
East deduced that declarer’s trumps must
be sufficiently good to withstand being
over-ruffed with the ace without establishing a trick for West, since otherwise he
might have tried to ruff this club with the
eight. Therefore he reasoned that overruffing would make life too easy for declarer.
He considered the options declarer had at
this point, assuming he was allowed to hold
the trick. This is how Abe describes the
thought processes of East for us:
‘Obviously, then,’ ruminated East, ‘South
has a difficult guess if I allow him to win this
trick. He will have to decide between (a) the
dangerous play of the eight of Hearts which
will lose two tricks if West has the Ace for he
would make his Queen of Clubs at once, or
(b) the alternative line of playing off his
King and Queen of Spades to discard his
losing Club on the latter. The play of the
eight of Hearts will succeed because I will be
thrown with the lead: my best defence would
be to return a Spade which Dummy will
win with the Queen. Dummy will play the
small Spade for South to ruff: South will
then clear our trumps, re-enter Dummy

HEATHER’S HINTS

A Defensive Hint
from 1936

with Ace of Diamonds and get rid of his
losing Club on the King of Spades. But, if
South decides to play his King and Queen of
Spades at once, my partner will ruff the
Queen and so defeat the contract. Now, can
I not persuade South that this line of play
will be safe? If I can convince him that I had
originally only four Spades, he will readily
deduce that West had three. So be it, I must
pretend to be avoiding a squeeze on Spades
and Diamonds and discard the two of
Hearts to this trick.’
The analysis is not perfect since we can
see that there cannot be a squeeze on East
as dummy will be discarding first. Also,
even if declarer follows the line of playing
on trumps (assuming you haven’t underruffed), if you duck this first trump, he
will need to play a low trump on the
second round to your ace to avoid a
promotion of partner’s nine.
Nevertheless, the point about avoiding a
spade discard is valid and very well
deduced by East. It looks like the one card
that you can easily afford, but it will tip
declarer off about the spade distribution,
and he may instead decide to play you for
the ace of trumps.
The event was won that year by
G.S. Digby and Lord R.S. Smith of Marlow
(a surgeon) who played for the house of
Lords in a number of Lords vs Commons
matches, and once operated on Maurice
Harrison-Gray, removing 33 gall stones.
Allegedly Lord Smith commented that it
was enough for a small slam in notrumps!

Did You Know . . . ?
The Hint

According to Peter Hasenson’s British Bridge Almanack, the record for
the slowest bid in the history of UK bridge is held by Barnet Shenkin,
who took 21 minutes to make a call in a 1989 Gold Cup semi-final.
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•

Avoid discards that tip declarer off
to the distribution of the suits. r
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Continually proving to be our most popular venue, the Hotel
Bristol Buja ticks all the boxes! Owned and run by members of the
same charming Buja family for over 50 years, the hotel continues
to delight our guests. It exudes an olde worlde charm with its
fabulous food and excellent service. This spa hotel offers fantastic
treatments, and has the best naturally thermally heated swimming
pool of our experience.
Situated on the outskirts of the delightful town of Abano, it is just a
five minute walk to the pedestrianised area with its elegant shops
which are the signature tune of Italy at its finest. It is just
20 minutes from Padua with the famous Basilica di St Antony just
one of its many treasures. A journey to the Palladian town of
Vicenza with its famous Teatro Olimpico is of less than one hour
away and a short train journey can be made directly into Venice

Call 0844 346 0264
visit www
w.pottersholidays.com
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After a gap of three years we were thrilled to return to this, one of
our most favoured destinations in October of last year. Our hosts
were equally pleased to welcome us, and we are delighted to
advise that there is to be no increase in price this year, despite the
increases in fuel and airport taxes! Set in acres of flower filled
gardens with its own excellent par th ree gol f cou rse, the
Porto Elounda Deluxe Resort is every inch a truly luxurious
five star hotel.
The sea views from all of the beautifully appointed spacious
bedrooms, with the backdrop of mountains shimmering pink in the
glorious sunsets, are breathtaking. This stunning hotel now
boasts the Six Senses Spa, which is considered to be one of the
best spas in the world. The Spa incorporates a heated indoor
swimming pool, complete with jacuzzis and a fabulous range of
complete body health treatments. There is another heated indoor
pool in the hotel, and an excellent outdoor salt water pool close to
the hotel's private beach, from which the sea bathing has been
hailed by our guests as superb.
ww w.port oeloun da.com

Full colour brochures for the above
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HISTORY

The History
of the EBU
by Richard Fleet

associations (the three present at Liverpool, London & Home Counties and four
representing the East, the South-West, the
North Midlands and West Midlands).

THIS article has been written to commemorate the EBU’s 75th anniversary. I am
grateful to Karen Durrell at the Aylesbury
office for the assistance provided in
facilitating access to the archive records.

Early Days
The EBU came into existence at a meeting
held in Liverpool on 23 May 1936. Sadly,
the minutes of that meeting have not been
preserved, but we know something about
it from an article written in 1948 by one of
the participants, Teddy Bruce Parker.
Three regional bridge associations were
already in existence in England, the
North-East, the North-West and Yorkshire. However there was no representative
national association in existence, whereas
the other home countries had set up such
bodies. The Liverpool meeting was
organised ‘to try to work out some form of
democratic set-up which should cover the
British Isles’. The emphasis here is on
democracy, since there were already two
national organisations, both backed by
playing card companies.
The British Bridge League had existed
since 1931 and was democratic in form,
but not in substance, being controlled by
its founder Alfred Edye Manning-Foster,
the editor of Bridge Magazine. In addition,
there was the National Bridge Association,
set up two years later under the control of
Hubert Phillips, the editor of the rival
British Bridge World. Each had its own
programme of events, including some
familiar names: open teams for the Gold
Cup (BBL) and Tollemache Cup (NBA)
and, correspondingly for women, the
Whitelaw and Lady Milne Cups.
Those present at Liverpool included
representatives of the other home countries,
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Hubert Phillips

the three Northern associations, several
leading London players and Phillips.
Significantly, there was no-one present
from the BBL: this is not really
surprising since Manning-Foster never
referred to the NBA or its events in his
magazine.
Parker wrote that there were wide
discussions, that the three Northern associations were prepared to join together but
that the Scottish and Irish representatives
would only deal with a national democratic organisation. Consequently, the
EBU came into being. This account is
supported by an Edinburgh Evening News
item: ‘Our representatives quite rightly
refused to treat with them [i.e. the existing
English organisations] in discussions as to
duplicate control, international representation and the like.’
The fledgling EBU Council met less
than three weeks later, with Phillips as
Chairman and Richard Lederer, perhaps
the leading tournament player at the time,
appointed to the position of Honorary
Secretary. The draft constitution was
approved, there being eight constituent

Richard Lederer

The constitution provided that the
Council’s first duty was to ratify ‘the provisional representation on the Duplicate Bridge
Control Board’. This body, now long
forgotten, had been set up at Phillips’
initiative to take control of tournament
bridge, which was then experiencing great
growth in popularity, including international matches. Little time was lost and
the first Camrose matches took place early
in 1937.

Selection Shenanigans
The minutes show that the young EBU was
much concerned with selection matters.
In January 1937, an extraordinary Council
meeting appointed the first Selection Committee, with a brief to select a team ‘likely
to win – not necessarily the best available’.
Five weeks later, the Council changed some
of the members and instructed it to ‘Select
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as far as possible: (a) different personnel for
each match; (b) include two players from
the provinces for each match.’ The reference
to provincial players is a reminder that
those from London were then regarded as
a cut above the rest, not least in their own
opinion.
Later that year, the Council overturned
the Selection Committee decisions for two
forthcoming matches, leading to the
resignation of its Chairman, Norman de
Villiers Hart (now best remembered for
his co-authorship of Right Through the
Pack). Lederer also resigned, though the
reason is not stated: he had written a letter
of resignation which was discussed at
great length, with a vote of thanks for his
services only being passed by seven votes
to five. It is reasonable to conclude that
this letter was possibly expressed in less
than diplomatic terms.

Maurice Harrison-Gray

In the autumn of 1937, four captains were
appointed to select the teams for the
Camrose matches, subject to ratification
by the Council. These captains comprised
Phillips and three of the acknowledged
leading players of the time, Maurice
Harrison-Gray, Lederer and Edward
Mayer. Following this, the North-East
association withdrew from the EBU in
protest at the selection mechanics and, a
little later, the Council ventured to select
teams for two matches without the
assistance of a committee: this mechanism
turned out not to be beyond criticism, the
Council proving adept at selecting its own
members (of the thirteen people present,
four were selected).
Aside from selecting international teams,
one is struck by how little the EBU actually
did in those early days. In particular, there
were no EBU competitions of any sort. A
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clue as to why this may have been the case
is provided in Terence Reese’s autobiographical work Bridge at the Top: Reese,
who was an associate of Phillips in the
latter half of the 1930s, and the effective
editor of the British Bridge World for much
of this time, wrote that the EBU and
London & Home Counties Association
were both established as ‘makeweights’.
That is, Phillips’ motivation in setting up
the EBU was to facilitate international
bridge amongst the home countries, and
he would not have expected it to compete
with the established programme of events
being run by his NBA.

Constitutional Change
In early 1939, it was reported to the
Council that negotiations were in hand for
the ‘fusion’ of the EBU and the BBL.
Manning-Foster had resigned as BBL
President in 1938 and his successor, Noel
Mobbs, was more conciliatory in his
attitude, being quoted in Bridge Magazine
as undertaking to work towards amalgamation. Although it is not specifically
recorded, it is a reasonable inference that it
was intended that the NBA would be
included in the process; indeed, it is
possible that, given Phillips’s involvement
with both bodies, the EBU and NBA were
regarded as synonymous for this purpose
(although he had stood down as Chairman, Phillips was still active within the
EBU). The impetus for this move was very
likely financial, since a minute of December
1938 opined that the ‘Question of future
finance of the EBU required very serious
consideration.’
In July 1939, the new EBU memorandum and articles of association were
approved and also a draft constitution for
a democratic BBL. In early September the
old Council held its last meeting; unfortunately, and perhaps unsurprisingly given
that war had just broken out, the record of
this meeting is absent from the minute
book.
The new structure took the form of a
limited company operating by means of
an unincorporated association. Some six
months later, the first meeting of the new
EBU Council was held and Kathleen
Salmons, the BBL Secretary, was appointed to the same position for the EBU. The
Council was now composed of delegates
from counties in recognisably the same
form as endured for almost sixty-five years.
In some cases, however, the appearance of
democracy was more theoretical than real
since the county associations that the dele-

gates purported to represent had not been
set up. The Bye-laws were not yet approved
and would not be for over five years since
the EBU now went into abeyance.

Post-war Revival,
Crisis and Recovery
The EBU Council did not meet again until
June 1945. Meanwhile, Reese had taken
advantage of the EBU’s inactivity to set up
the Tournament Bridge Association, and
ran a programme of events commencing
in the latter half of 1944. This included
some which are now major EBU tournaments, including Crockfords Cup and
the Two Stars Pairs Championship. The
TBA continued to run its own events until
1950 when it was taken over by the EBU.

Terence Reese

The June meeting revived the EBU on the
1940 model, though with the appointment
of a full-time secretary, Mr H.D. King, at an
annual salary of £300 together with an
expense allowance of up to £50 per quarter.
This may not sound like very much, but an
MP’s salary in 1945 was only £600. At the
same meeting, the first Tournament Committee was appointed and a programme of
events inaugurated using the trophies from
pre-war days, although the BBL retained
responsibility for the Gold Cup.
It is recorded that, at the start of 1946,
there were 44 clubs plus 829 individual
members. However, this total is understated since membership of the NorthWest and Yorkshire associations was by
clubs at the time. By the end of the year,
there had been a great improvement, with
over 2,000 individual members plus those
in Yorkshire.
Selection remained a controversial issue
in 1946, with a proposal being put that
only British born players should be eligible
for selection. Almost immediately afterwards, in response to a letter from a David
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Brown of Sheffield, it was recorded that
there was ‘no question of ante-semitism
[sic], nor anything personal’. The ultimate
decision was that players had to be British
born or naturalised, and this was taken
seriously: the selection of so eminent a
player as Boris Schapiro was conditional
on his confirming that he had been naturalised, and Rixi Markus’s selection was
delayed for the same reason.

table. The secretary, who had sacrificed a
secure job with the civil service to take on
the role, was made redundant, the office was
closed and honorary officials working from
home were appointed instead, a basic
structure which lasted for a quarter of a
century. These drastic measures proved
successful, a financial report for the eleven
months to 28 February 1951 showing a
surplus of virtually £300.
After the excitement of its first fifteen
years, the EBU embarked upon a quieter
period of steady growth, though one
notable development was the inauguration
of the Master Point scheme in the second
half of 1956. With the passage of time, it is
difficult to appreciate the excitement
engendered by this, and there was a
significant – and permanent – increase in
the level of tournament entries.

A Professional Organisation

Kathleen Salmons

A major step was the launch in September
1946 of Contract Bridge Journal, under the
editorship of Harrison-Gray. It was an
immediate success, though not in financial
terms (almost three years passed before a
regular monthly profit was made). In fact,
it was too successful for its own good, and
the office of the Controller of Paper banned
the January and February 1947 issues on
the grounds that the paper allocation had
been exceeded. For some time afterwards,
the magazine was published on paper of
poorer quality with some contents printed
in very small type.
In 1947, the Rules & Ethics Committee
came into being, but the major issue in
this year lay outside the EBU’s control.
Out of the blue, the petrol rationing
regulations were changed and the ‘basic
ration’ (i.e. that which could be used for
social and pleasure purposes) withdrawn.
This had a drastic effect on tournaments,
with the EBU section of the Gold Cup
declining from 77 entries to 49. As Reese
commented in a letter to the CBJ, time,
money and travelling were all easier in the
years prior to the war.
In the months that followed, it became
obvious that the EBU was living beyond
its means: the BBL owed it £450, but with
little prospect of recovery, and, in mid1948, the books showed income of £950 but
expenditure of £1,292. The situation was
untenable and a major overhaul was inevi-
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In 1971, the Tournament Secretary
(Geoffrey Fell) died. Fell had many other
calls upon his time, and had still managed
to perform this role for over twenty years.
He was a man of boundless energy, noted
for his hearty laugh and loud voice, and it
was futile to expect to be able to replace
him on an honorary basis.

Geoffrey Fell

A solution was found in the appointment
of Stuart Staveley, the husband of Anne
who had been the Master Points Secretary
since 1965. The Staveley residence, 81 High
Street, Thame, became the EBU HQ, with
the ground floor given over to bridge, and
for a few years the Staveleys were synonymous with the EBU. In 1974, a permanent
office was found at 15B High Street, with
the move to the current – and far more
suitable – premises at Aylesbury following
later, several years after the Staveleys had
retired. From a cottage industry (literally:
the Staveley address was Maytree Cottage

when Anne took over Master Points), the
EBU had been transformed into a professional organisation.

NBO Status and After
It had long been an aspiration for England
to have its own representatives in international events but, ever since the first
European Championship in 1932, there
had been one team for the whole of Great
Britain (Northern Ireland was, and still is,
included in an all-Ireland team). From time
to time, moves had been made for the
home countries to be recognised in their
own right as National Bridge Organisations, but such overtures had always been
rejected, most recently in 1998. Not long
afterwards, the BBL delegate to the European Bridge League (Bill Pencharz), again
pressed the case, this time with success.
Formal agreement was given in 1999 and
most of the functions of the BBL were
devolved to the home unions from January
2000, with Bridge Great Britain coming into
existence to handle competitions (home
internationals, simultaneous pairs and the
Gold Cup). The EBU was at last an NBO.
It is not overstating the case to say that
this came as a surprise, and no preparations
had been made for the eventuality. A
particular issue was the Selection Committee, since its sphere of responsibility had
been massively expanded. It was an interesting time but not an unsuccessful one: the
England open team (David Burn, Brian
Callaghan, Joe Fawcett, Gunnar Hallberg,
Glyn Liggins, Colin Simpson, David
Bakhshi coach, John Williams N.P.C.)
competed strongly in the 2000 Bridge
Olympiad, losing to ultimate champions
Italy in the semi-final, the best performance
since the bronze medal win by Great
Britain in 1976. Subsequently, there have
been several international successes, most
notably the triumphs by our women’s team
in the 2008 World Bridge Games and by
our senior team in the 2009 Senior Bowl.
Since then, there have been two significant developments. In 2005, the Council
voted to dissolve the unincorporated
association, and in the process terminated
its own existence, all subsequent operations being carried on by the limited
company. As a practical matter, this has
made little difference to the way that the
EBU has been administered, though the
regular meetings are now of shareholders
rather than Council members.
Finally, Pay to Play was instituted in April
last year. This is covered by Sally Bugden
r
in her article on pages 17-18.
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Best of Bridge
With David Jones, Lawrence Gaunt
and friends

Marsham Court Hotel
Bridge Holidays
The Marsham Court Hotel, set on
Bournemouth’s East Cliff overlooking the bay
is the ideal location for your Bridge Holiday.

Full board weekend packages
available throughout the year

A brand new series of bridge weekends has
been arranged by David Jones and Lawrence
Gaunt for 2011. Enjoy good company, good
food, join in the fun and make new friends.
Hosted by some of the best directors in UK
bridge. Enjoy the comfort of mainly 4 Star
hotels, many of which have proved popular
bridge venues for many years.

All our Holidays are run by EBU trained directors and include prizes,
drinks reception and daily refreshments. Bridge Licensed by the EBU.
For more information and to check availability please contact us on

01202 552111 or email: reservations@marshamcourt.com

Announcing New Bridge Weekends 2011
* 27-30 May

Spring Bank Holiday
Hilton Cobham

£273

24-26 June

Hilton Newbury Centre

£199

8-10 July

Hilton St. Anne’s Manor, Royal Berks

£198

31 July-2 Aug Hilton Puckrup Hall, Tewksbury
* 26-29 Aug

£239

August Bank Holiday
Hilton Cobham, Surrey

£278

August Bank Holiday
Hilton Newbury North

£269

9-11 Sept

Hilton Basingstoke

£187

7-9 Oct

Hilton Warwick

£189

14-16 Oct

†

* 26-29 Aug

Best Western Swan Hotel,
Market Harborough

£187

4-6 Nov

Marriott Northampton

£199

18-20 Nov

Hilton Bracknell

£187

Fully inclusive programme including: Early Arrivals Bridge, Session
Prizes, Master Points, Lunches & Dinners, Bridge Fees. No hidden costs.
Partners arranged for single players.
Weekends are 2 nights / Bank Holidays are 3 nights accommodation* Three star hotel†

All Bridge events organised in association with Travel Editions

For full details and a brochure Call

0207 553 6950
Visit our website
www.traveleditions/bestofbridge.co.uk
Prices are per person and there are no single room supplements.
Bridge Licensed by the EBU. Includes EBU Master Points.
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Nottinghamshire CBA
and the EBU present a
GREEN POINT WEEKEND
at the
East Midlands Bridge Centre
The Old School, Chapel Street, Spondon
Derby DE21 7JR
On
23rd – 24th July 2011 1.00 p.m.
Swiss Pairs – Saturday
Swiss Teams – Sunday
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Entry fee £42 per pair, £84 per team
7x7 board matches
Prizes to top 10% of field
Level 4 licence
¼ green point per match won
Excellent catering
Onsite parking facilities
4 ½ miles jnc 25 M1 on A52 towards Derby
Map available on request
For further details contact:
Keith Rodgers, 44 Lower Beauvale, Newthorpe
Nottingham NG16 3PU
Tel: 01773 530764 (evening)
01159 447010 (work)
Email: keithrodgers@easynet.co.uk
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A New Beginning
for Duplicate Bridge
by Sally Bugden
SEVENTY-FIVE years ago the EBU was
founded. That is three generations and a
whole world away from today. So what’s
the difference between now and then? A
quick trawl through shows us a few things
that have changed our everyday lives:
television, video, DVDs, satellite TVs with
various recording functions, cassettes,
CDs, MP3 players. Central heating,
under-floor heating, double glazing. Nobag super-suction vacuum cleaners,
washing machines, tumble driers, fridges,
and freezers. The National Health Service,
heart, kidney and even liver transplants,
hip replacements, the contraceptive pill.
The 1944 Education Act, grant-funded
university education followed by loanfunded university education. The
internet, the World Wide Web, computers,
laptops, electronic communication,
mobile phones, Bluetooth, apps, light-

weight electronic readers. ‘Enough already!’
I hear you scream, ‘So much has changed!’
Yes, it has and all these various developments provide us with more time and more
leisure pursuits to attract us; greater access
to education; freedom from the tyranny of
housework; and longer lives for all.
Unfortunately, although you and I know
it to be false, today’s image of bridge
playing seems to have been formed by
that excellent author Agatha Christie.
Bridge resides either in a quaint English
village, or a stately home, or both. So
much so that even when a tragic and
desperate murder occurred very recently,
newspaper headlines reflected the tales of
Poirot and Miss Marple.
But how does duplicate bridge fit into
today’s world and how can we show its
value to modern society? To answer that
question, I need to tell you a story . . .

Back in 2005 the EBU faced a crisis: its
membership was dwindling and the average
age of its members was increasing. Behaviour was often cited as being a turn-off for
new players. The Board and Shareholders
(your county representatives) had considered all sorts of ideas to increase membership but none had succeeded and,
importantly, nobody had done any effective
research into the current bridge-playing
situation in our affiliated clubs and the
needs and desires of their members.
So in November 2005, a few of us on the
Board joined with several likeminded shareholders to set up a group to address these
issues and to develop the game and membership of the EBU. This was called the
‘Membership Development Action Group’
(MDAG). The members of the Board were
John Carter, Philip Mason and I; the shareholders were David Graham, Brian Crack
and Peter Kaufmann. We did a couple of
pilot studies and then between January and
October 2006 we visited nineteen bridge
clubs from Exeter to Darlington, undertaking three-hour meetings with each club
committee and staying on to play in the
club afterwards so that we could engage
with ordinary club members.
Our research findings con firmed our
thoughts and positively identified what a
successful club needs:

Photo: Matt Betts

•
•
•

York Railway Museum, 2008 – the set for one of the EBU’s national ‘Bridge Awareness Days’
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•
•
•
•
•

Welcoming ambience and behaviour
Good teaching programme converting students to club players
Efficient operation, e.g. directing,
technology, membership management
and communications
Varied programme
Publicity and promotion
Knowledge sharing
Community/network
Car park!
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•
•

The development of bridge in
schools through the EBU’s Minibridge initiative, thus helping to
increase the national GDP through
various industries which are dependent on mathematical ability.
The development of bridge to
protect against dementia, not just
through regularly testing one’s
mental agility but, very importantly, through social activity,
allowing the creation of communities which offer a lifeline throughout the older years.

Both these initiatives have resulted in
some very positive actions.
We are very grateful for the funding
from the Milton Dameral Trust, which
has allowed us to teach hundreds of
teachers and school children how to play
Minibridge. We also thank the All Party
Parliamentary Group which has enhanced
this project by inviting a primary school
each year to the Houses of Parliament to
play a Minibridge tournament, the first
visit being from Pembury School, Tunbridge Wells, last November.

Minibridge at the House of Lords in 2010: the Lord Speaker of the House of Lords,
Baroness Hayman, surrounded by children and teachers from Pembury School, with
Baroness Henig of Lancaster (front left), Lord Skelmersdale (back left), and
Baroness Howe of Idlicote and Baron Harrison of Chester (back right).
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Photo: Robert Firvan

embark on a new beginning in the last
year or so. In 2009 we set up the All
Party Parliamentary Group for the
development of bridge under the
Chairmanship of Baroness Henig. This
group has focussed on two areas:

Photo: Matt Betts

After we had undertaken this initial project and reported it to the Board, MDAG
was asked to work on creating a system for
universal membership via our affiliated
clubs that would provide development
and a streamlining of processes that would
ultimately be of benefit to the whole
membership.
At the same time, the Board accepted the
‘Best Behaviour at Bridge’ policy, or BB@B
as it has come to be known – ensuring
acceptable manners at the bridge table.
So we did even more research, this time
on universal membership and how it
operated in other European countries and,
after looking at three alternative schemes,
set on the process that you now know as
‘Pay to Play’. But its development still had
some way to go and was initially launched
for feedback in June 2007. Over the next
three months we received over a thousand
e-mails which resulted in some positive
changes to the original proposal. We then
undertook a national club-consultation
exercise through our counties. The results
were used to formulate the final proposal
and calculate the finances and risks associated with Pay to Play, based on the playing sessions reported back to us. Finally, in
June 2008, universal membership was approved by the Shareholders and was implemented in April 2010.
We now have 50,000 members and
rising, a critical mass which is a force to be
reckoned with. This has enabled us to really

Members of the Hitchin Bridge Club
bringing bridge to the high street in 2008
At the other end of the spectrum, at
national level we met with the Charity
Commissioners and provided them with
substantial documentation about research
and our activities to demonstrate that
bridge should be recognised as a mind
sport. Our work at that meeting is being
held up as part of the Charity Com mission’s standards for all mind sports,
which is praise indeed. Equally we no
longer have to demonstrate that bridge
is beneficial to all and worthy of
charitable status. This, of course, has
also been enhanced by the hard work of
Margaret Eddleston at Hitchin Bridge
Club, which is the first to be recognised
and registered as a charity.
So who are the next generation of
bridge players? They are 40-plus years
of age and we hope that our bridge
clubs will get them through the door by
using our ‘Club Teacher’ initiative. And
of course, in about thirty year’s time,
there will be all those youngsters who
are beginning to play Minibridge in
school now.
This really is a new beginning, but we
mustn’t take our eyes off the cards. We
have to ensure that these initiatives
continue and develop, and are promoted to as many people as possible so
everybody understands that duplicate
bridge playing today has the most
spectacularly positive effect on society’s
health and wealth. And, of course, is great
r
fun too.
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Reverend Benson
Reminisces
THE ancient Reverend Benson added a
couple of logs to the dwindling fire and
drew up his favourite chair. So, the EBU
was 75 years old. Few in the school realised
it but back in 1936 he had not only been
alive, he had actually been the youngest
pupil at the school!
At the tender age of eight he was already
showing signs of promise in history, the
classics and – yes – bridge. He had impressed his contemporaries with an early success at the bridge table, playing against the
fearsome headmaster of the day, Doctor
Bainbridge. Were details of the deal lost in
the mists of time? Not at all. He had
recorded them in his 1936 Letts Schoolboys’
Diary.
The Reverend Benson licked his finger
and flipped through the pages. There it
was! In the space for Thursday October
8th, neatly inscribed in italic script from
his thick-nibbed Osmiroid pen, was his
legendary Six Spade contract. The elderly
cleric sat back and recalled the most famous
day in his life . . .

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer: North.
´ K976
™ 92
t A843
® AKQ
10
´ QJ3
K Q J 10 8 7 5 3
™ 6
N
Void
t J 10 9 7
W
E
S
J763
® 10 8 5 4 2
´ A8542
™ A4
t KQ652
® 9

The black-gowned Doctor Bainbridge
was none too pleased that his 4™ pre-empt
had failed to shut out two of the school’s
new boys. What was more, they’d had the
impertinence to bid a slam against him!
The other boys at Cholmeley School knew
better than that. There were two things
that he had never tolerated in his many
years as Headmaster: lying and disrespect
to staff members. He was determined to
drive this message home, however many
canes he wore out in the process.
Doctor Bainbridge led the king of hearts
and the blonde-haired Charles Benson
won with the ace. Two rounds of trumps
brought news of a loser in the suit. When
the eight-year-old continued with the ace
of diamonds, further bad news arrived,
West showing out. Crikey, that was
unlucky! What now?
Delaying his play of dummy’s club
honours, Benson crossed to his hand with
the king of diamonds and played the queen
of diamonds. He returned to dummy with
the ace of clubs and played two more club
honours. Retaining his heart loser, he
discarded the two remaining diamonds
from his hand. These cards were still out
(diagram in next column):
Feeling more nervous by the moment,
Charles Benson ruffed dummy’s last
diamond in his hand and exited with a
trump. Gloria Bainbridge, who rarely appeared in public without a fox fur around
her neck, won with the queen. Much to
her annoyance she then had to return a

BRIDGE FICTION

Bridge at Cholmeley School

David Bird

club, giving a ruff-and-discard. Away went
declarer’s heart loser and the slam was
made.
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

—
Q J 10
—
J

97
9
8
—
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Q
—
J
10 8

854
4
—
—

Doctor Bainbridge glared fiercely at the
eight-year-old. ‘How dare you embarrass
my wife in that fashion?’ he demanded.
‘Did your prep school not teach you to
respect your elders?’
‘Yes, Sir. Of course, Sir,’ Benson replied.
‘I didn’t mean to play it that way, Sir. It just
sort of turned out that way.’
‘Were it not your first term with us, I
would deal with you in my study tomorrow
morning,’ Doctor Bainbridge declared. ‘As it
is, you will write a letter of apology to Mrs
Bainbridge. I will not be so lenient in
future.’
The Reverend Benson opened his eyes
and reached for another small log. Six
Spades bid and made — what a triumph!
If only he could still make such contracts
nowadays. Ah well, never mind.
r
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ANSWERS TO THE APRIL LEADS QUIZ
by Alan Mould
As stated in the April issue, all the problems were taken from deals played in 1936
and the marks reflect what actually worked at the table.
The full deal was:

Hand 1
´ A97
™ 63
t 42
® K 10 8 6 5 3

West

North

East

´
™
t
®

South
Pass
3t
5t

Pass
2´
3®
4®*
5®
Pass
Pass
6t
All Pass
* Yes, you really did bid only 4®!

Pick the winning lead out of: (a) ´A; (b)
™6; (c) a small diamond; (d) ®K; (e) ®6.
(a) ´A: 6 marks. No good – but is it
surprising? Much as I am a fan of leading
aces against slams, leading the ace of a
strong-two suit on your left is pretty wild.
The only way it can succeed is if partner
can ruff the second round – pretty
unlikely.
(b) ™6: 10 marks. This is the winner as
dummy has ™A-Q and partner the king.
Not only is it the winning lead but it is also
the indicated lead. It is almost impossible
that a club is standing up so you need a
second trick from somewhere – and where
else but hearts?
(c) Small diamond: 3 marks. Well, I
suppose this could have been right if they
needed to ruff lots of clubs and the spades
could not be set up, but with you holding
six clubs this seems highly improbable.
(d) ®K: 4 marks. Often it is an ‘expert’ lead,
when you have supported partner with a
weak hand, to lead an unsupported honour
in order to retain the lead and see what to
switch to. Here it seems irrelevant as if a
club cashes you have the ace of spades to
come. More relevantly, just how likely is it
that a club will cash after partner’s threelevel overcall and your six-card support?
(e) ®6: 1 mark. Same as before – a club will
not cash. If by some miracle it does, then
partner may choose to exit ‘safely’ with a
club which will prove embarrassing!
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KQ8532
AQ4
A J 10 6
Void
´ A97
´ J 10 6
N
™ 63
™ KJ52
W
E
S
t 42
t Void
® K 10 8 6 5 3
® AQJ742
´ 4
™ 10 9 8 7
t KQ98753
® 9

The deal was played in two different
matches in the Pachabo. One match was flat
in 6t minus one (well led); the other match
generated a huge swing. One table stopped
in 5t, whereas at the other Cullen as South
decided to open 1´ as dealer (psyches were
very much more common then than now).
Partner didn’t see the joke and the bidding
quickly reached 7´, not unreasonably
doubled by West. South decided that 7NT
was the lesser evil, which of course was
doubled. The only good news in this
contract was that the clubs were 6-6, so this
was ‘only’ seven down doubled!
_________________________________
Hand 2
´ A Q 10 9
™ J97
t KJ7
® J52

West

North
East
South
1®
Pass
1NT
2´*
3®
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
Dble
All Pass
*No, this is not a misprint – you really did
bid 2´!

Pick the winning lead out of: (a) ´10; (b)
™7; (c) t7; (d) ®J; (e) ®2.

Does partner’s double mean anything
other than the contract is going off? Let’s
find out!
(a) ´10: 6 marks. Can partner really be
asking for a spade on this auction? This
costs a trick and a tempo but doesn’t let
the contract through (nothing does as the
opposition have gone nuts).
(b) ™7: 4 marks. This could be right if
partner is asking for an unusual lead. This
is marked down as it costs a tempo and two
tricks potentially (though in practice will
probably only cost one). Still not enough
to let it through, though.
c) t7: 2 marks. This doesn’t seem right,
no matter what you think the double is. It
costs a couple of tricks potentially, and is
the worst lead at the table – hence it gets
the lowest mark.
(d) ®J: 10 marks. This hand is an example
of where thinking the bidding is modern is
your real undoing. These days the opposition must have at least nine clubs between
them for this auction so a club simply
cannot be right. Not then, as the full deal
shows! Any club is a real killer and the ®J is
best as that makes life easiest for partner.
(e) ®2: 9 marks. Fractionally more difficult
for partner to get everything right but it is
the right suit, does not give away any tricks
and maximises your trick-taking potential
in defence – hence the high mark.
The full deal was:

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
A Q 10 9
J97
KJ7
J52
´
™
t
®

65
AQ8
A63
A8643
´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

872
K43
954
K Q 10 7

KJ43
10 6 5 2
Q 10 8 2
9
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As you can see the bidding is revolting and
everything is wrong. The hand was played
in the Yorkshire League and Ben Cohen
produced the double of 3NT which he
described as ‘an interesting application of
the lead-directing double advocated by the
Four Aces system’. Partner, F. R. Chippendale, was clearly on the same wavelength
as he duly led the ®J and the contract was
six down – making only the three aces!
_________________________________
Hand 3
´ AK75
™ J
t J963
® 9652

West

North

East

Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble
All Pass

2´
3NT
5™
Pass

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

(e) Small club: 1 mark. This just lets it
through, full stop. It seems a very weird
lead when you have the ´A-K as well
(‘When God deals you an ace-king it is
because he doesn’t want you have a lead
problem.’ — Barry Crane).
The full deal was:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

South
2™
3™
4NT
6™
Redble

AK75
J
J963
9652

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

10 8 3
762
K754
Q83

9
K Q 10 9 8 5 4 3
A 10
A 10

The deal was played in the second annual
Scottish Congress in Callander.
_________________________________
Hand 4
´ 873
™ J9752
t 93
® 10 8 7

OK you have doubled this for no reason at
all and it has been sent back to you. Can
you justify your double?

www.ebu.co.uk

N

´
™
t
®

Pick the winning lead out of: (a) ´A; (b)
´K; (c) ™J; (d) t3; (e) a small club.

(a) ´A: 7 marks. Well, it works, hence the
high mark, but you had better know what
to do next! You have to switch specifically
to your trump to be sure of beating the
contract. How do you know that a second
spade will be ruffed? The answer is that
you don’t because you have led the ace.
Whatever you normally play, you must
play ace for attitude and king for count
against slams. It is common to lead unsupported aces against slams so you have
to know whether to continue the suit or
not, hence you lead the king from A-K
against a slam.
(b) ´K: 10 marks. This is both the right
lead and the winning lead. Partner will
show an odd number and you know a
second spade will not cash (or if it does, it
won’t run away). You can also probably
find the winning defence of the ™J switch
on the sight of dummy.
(c) ™J: 5 marks. You will probably get
away with this, but if declarer gets
everything right he can make the contract
after this lead.
(d) t3: 4 marks. This is a complete guess
for declarer. If he gets it right, he has
twelve tricks, wrong and it is eleven.

QJ642
A
Q82
KJ74

West

North

Pass
3™
All Pass

East
2´
Pass

South
3®
3NT

spade? Not this time – the only trick is
South who thought ´10-9 was a robust
stop!
(b) ™J: 2 marks. Can this really be right
with 3™ bid on your left? I don’t think so
and it wasn’t. It also costs the overtrick.
(c) ™5: 3 marks. As above re the ™J.
(d) t9: 8 marks. Well, you get the high
mark since it worked! Partner will take his
tA and cash his six solid spades. I don’t
see any reason at all for it, though, so you
are not getting 10 marks.
(e) ®7: 6 marks. I cannot see how this
can possibly be the correct lead, but
amazingly it does actually beat the
contract (though not by the maximum) so
I am forced to award it some decent marks!
The full deal was:

´
™
t
®

J6
K Q 10 8 3
Q 10 5 2
Q2
´ 873
´ AKQ542
N
™ J9752
™ 64
W
E
t 93
t A76
S
® 10 8 7
® J4
´ 10 9
™ A
t KJ84
® AK9653

The deal was played in the North v South
match, and Wraith was the South who had
his little joke (or whatever it was). Westall,
West, playing with Konstam, boringly led
a spade so that was three down.

Pick the winning lead out of: (a) a spade;
(b) ™J; (c) ™5; (d) t9; (e) ®7.

HHHHH

(a) A spade: 10 marks. OK, hands up
all those who thought this was a trick
question and it was right not to lead a

I hope you enjoyed this blast from the
past. We are back to ‘standard’ problems
with our June quiz (see page 42).
r

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master:

Marion Keeler,
Lostock,
Bolton

Open:

Irene Robinson,
Keynsham,
Bristol

Regional:

Chris Shambrook,
Reading,
Berks
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Crantock Bay Hotel 2011

Last bridge holiday under current management

October 22nd-30th 2011
Hosted by Chris Burkitt.
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• Prizes in the absence of Master Points!
• Champagne Reception on arrival
• Exclusive use of non-smoking Bridge Room
overlooking the sea
• No single room supplement
• Non-bridge playing partners welcome
• New beauty treatment room

a very special place all year round...
Crantock Bay Hotel, West Pentire, Crantock, Cornwall TR8 5SE
Tel: (01637) 830229 Fax: (01637 831111)
e-mail: stay@crantockbayhotel.co.uk
www.crantockbayhotel.co.uk
Bridge licensed by the EBU
Hotel
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HISTORY

How Much Has Bridge
Changed in 75 Years?
by Jeremy Dhondy
IT was all happening in 1936: an
abdication, a controversial Olympics in
Berlin, a civil war in Spain and of course
the founding of the EBU.
Now the EBU has reached its 75th
anniversary milestone, it is time to assess
how much bridge has changed in that
time. We can look at trappings such as
bidding boxes and electronic scorers, at
the use of technology to give us results in
a couple of minutes or in the comfort of
our own home thirty minutes after the
duplicate has finished. We can wonder at
the fact that international bridge is played
behind a large wooden screen, a decision
reviled at the time it was introduced in
1974 but largely preferred by those players
these days. We can take our stop and alert
cards and wonder how those people 75
years ago ever coped without them. Did
you know they didn’t even have an Orange
Book (but they had just revised the laws)?
Ah! The good old days.
When sports fans get nostalgic about the
past they want to put their favourite player
of many years ago against the current
number one and compare them. Fred Perry
vs Roger Federer? WG Grace vs Sachin
Tendulkar? Jesse Owens vs Usain Bolt?
There will then be endless discussion in the
pub about who is best. Generally standards
of fitness, training and equipment have
improved so much that if you could get the
time machine and send a modern day
sportsman back, he would prevail.

1936 Bidding
So does the same apply to bridge? Let’s
start with some bidding. In 1936 Acol was
about two years old and had yet to be what
most people in England played. The first
book on the topic would not appear until
1938. Americans were being converted to

www.ebu.co.uk

methods espoused by Culbertson and
others. Whatever else these methods were,
they represented some of the first efforts
to bring some order into the bidding.
Great matches were played to decide
which was the best system. Whoever won,
they always failed as the task of showing
superiority of system over a few hundred
boards was doomed to failure. In America
the first life masters were appointed but it
would be years before a scheme for master
points would produce life masters by points
earned. In England it was 1956 before such
a scheme started.
A book on bidding published in time for
the 1936 season was The Beasley Contract
Bridge System by Lt Colonel HM Beasley
Esq. In the foreword to his book he says
that: ‘I remember a few weeks ago at Harrogate when 1100 players from all parts of the
British Isles turned up to play in the various
competitions.’ He then tells us that we will
be astounded by the percentage of
accuracy we will achieve if we follow his
point count for honours and distribution.
This is pretty similar to the Milton Work
Count we all know and love, and a
minimum 85% satisfaction level was
guaranteed.
Here is an example, a bit alien to modern
bidding I suspect:

´
™
t
®

A 10 7 2
K 10 9
A K J 10
K3

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

Recommended auction:
West
1NT
4´

East
2´

KQ96
84
9742
A64

1NT is 15-17. West downgrades because of
the honour doubleton. East holds a hand
worth responding so bids his major. West
re-evaluates his hand, decides his trumps
and doubleton are useful and raises to
game.
All bids at the two level over 1NT are
natural and show some values, so if you
played Beasley you did not have Stayman
or transfers available. Stayman would not
appear for another ten years and even
though many credit Jack Marx of England
with the idea, it was not published until
after World War II. You also had no way of
making a weak take out in Beasley, so with
something like:
you were condemned
to play in 1NT unless
´ QJ9654
the opponents res ™ 5
cued you.
t 8765
® 32

Partner opens 1´ (at least four spades)
and a normal opening bid. What would
you call on:
. . . and what do you
imagine Lt Colonel
´ Q2
™ Q 10 6
Beasley would call?
t A K Q 10 6 4
I guess we would all
® 10 2
bid 2t without too
much thought but
the recommended bid
in Beasley is 4t.
Say partner opened 1t and you held:
You would respond
´ KJ942
. . . ? Well, 1´ , of
™ A 10 6
course. Wrong! In
t 94
Beasley you would
® K 10 6
respond 2´ because
you have more than a
minimum responding hand.
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Did You Know . . . ?
SANDRA LANDY writes: In 1936 bridge was
widely played at home,
replacing whist as the most popular card game
which was thought to
have become too complicated! The regulations
at the time provided that
any published method could be played in tourn
aments and an amazing
number of systems were in use. Here are just
some of them.
Acol: devised in 1934 by the experts who playe
d at the Acol Road Bridge Club in
London and first published by Terence Reese
in 1938.
CAB (Clubs Aces and Blackwood): the syste
m my granny and her family played.
Kempson propounded natural opening bids
which make ‘prepared club bids and
similar devices almost entirely unnecessary’.
One of the example hands he gave was:
´ AK3 ™ AKJ t 9642 ® 862; he wrote: ‘As neith
er minor suit is biddable, you open
with 1™’!
Culbertson: designed by Ely and Josephine
Culbertson and widely publicised,
using strong 1NT, game forcing two bids,
forcing to game jump raises and 2NT
responses. It was well designed and regularly
updated.
Kempson: played in the North and was still
in use in the sixties. Allegedly no conventions and no forcing opening bid. 1™ and
1´ openings showed five-card suits
but 2™ and 2´ could be opened with four
cards.
Lederer 2®: a forerunner of Acol. Strong 2®,
strong but not forcing two-bids.
Vienna: came to England after Austrian Paul
Stern fled here before WW2. 1NT was
the forcing opening (28 points on the Robe
rtson 7-5-3-2-1 count). 1t, 1™ and 1´
were five-card suits, with 1® picking up the
rest.
Other natural systems included Manning-F
oster's Simple System and Beasley,
who introduced points instead of honour tricks
, which were the original method of
hand evaluation. Strong Club systems includ
ed Barton, Ingram, and Pachabo
(devised by Whitelaw).

peter with 6-2 and play low with 6-4-2 so
partner would know for how long to
hold up.
He did briefly describe Hy Lavinthal’s
method from the early 1930s, which used
cards to tell partner which suit to lead. We
may call it McKenny today, but it was first
devised by Lavinthal. Culbertson gives the
following example:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

K 10 7
10 8 4
A J 10 8
Q73

J43
AQ9763 WN E
S
Void
K 10 9 6
´ AQ96
™ K52
t K943
® A

´
™
t
®
5

82
J
Q7652
J8542

West is on lead against 4´ and leads the
ace of hearts. He now gives East a ruff,
playing the queen of hearts to let him
know to play a diamond. Note that a club
return would let the contract make.
Would we all get it right nowadays?

Conclusions
´
™
t
®

A J 10
K Q 10
KJ
AQ964

If partner opens 1™ or
1´, then you respond
6™ or 6´. If he opens
1t, you respond 5NT.

I think it fair to say from the above
examples (and many more) that investigating the best contract wasn’t high on the
list in this system. It did, I suppose, have the
advantage of not giving much away.

By Contrast . . .
Both constructive and competitive se quences have developed enormously over
the last 75 years with a range of tools to help
express our hands – probably no more than
in the field of doubling. Mostly it was an
expression of rage in 1936 unless we were
doubling an opening bid. Today you sometimes wonder if it is possible to double
someone for penalties, although I don’t
think the number of 800 penalties has decreased much. I suspect there also might
have been fewer bidding misunderstandings in the days before good/bad 2NT,
Halmic over 1NT doubled, unusual notrump over short club and many others.
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The Play is the Thing
While some of the bidding might have
been a touch rudimentary 75 years ago,
there were some fine card players, so has
defence and dummy play moved on
much?
Culbertson’s books had sections on the
use of probability, establishment of
tricks, when to ruff and when not to,
ducking and unblocking. He knew and
taught his readers what a Bath Coup was.
It is interesting, however, that nowhere is
there very much about signalling. Did
counting the hand matter? Could
partner give attitude? His Gold Book
published in 1936 was largely silent on
the matter except for a paragraph on
playing unnecessarily high cards as a
‘come on’ or using an echo to help
partner know how many he held. He
gives an example of a suit divided thus:
K Q J 10 5
6 4 2 (or 6 2)

N
W

E
S

A87

and advising, as we would all do nowadays, unless we played reverse signals, to

The bidding has come on apace in the last
75 years. Some ideas have come and gone.
Some are not all that popular now if ever
they were (Strong Diamond anyone?) and
although the basic methods aren’t all that
different, the amount of development in
both constructive and competitive sequences is immense. If you doubt that, dip
into something like Partnership Bidding at
Bridge by Robson and Segal. Play has
perhaps developed less, although I guess
that the percentage of players knowing
techniques and the odds has increased at
least at tournament level.
What will happen in the next 75 years?
Will we all sit at our terminals playing
online? Will the face-to-face game die?
Will we all be playing forcing pass?
Lebensohl for breakfast as well as dinner?
Gazilli as standard? Will we be able to
encourage the young to play the game or
will they prefer something else? Will
standards rise as they have done in the last
75 years or will they plateau? Will
Forrester’s Platinum Book be required
reading for all serious players?
I don’t think I’ll be writing the article in
2086 that describes it all, though!
r
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2011 Lady Milne

Photo Finish in Belfast
by Simon Cope
ENGLAND’S ladies team travelled to Belfast in the middle of April for the annual
home nations tournament, against Scotland, Ireland, Wales and Northern Ireland
with Northern Ireland getting a second
team (NIBU) this year as the host nation. As
holders, albeit via their ‘second’ team last
year, England would probably start as
favourites with Scotland in hot pursuit.
Things, however, do not always pan out as
one might expect! At the end of day two,
Scotland were leading the event by 1 VP
from Ireland, who in turn led by a further 8
VPs from England. While England and
Scotland would have to slog it out against
each other, Ireland faced NIBU. Fortunately for the chasing teams, the NIBU team
put in a virtuoso perfor mance to beat
Ireland 23-7, while England edged a close
but swingy encounter with Scotland 16-14.
That meant that going into the last match
Scotland led England by 7 VPs, and Ireland
were 1 VP further behind. England needed
a big win to have any chance, and Scotland
only needed 19 VPs to lift the trophy. Enter
Dinah Caplan, surely England’s oldest ever

debutante, aged 78-years-young. She found
herself in a normal but tricky 3NT on the
following deal:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer
´ 64
™ KQ87
t KQ8
® 10 9 5 3
Q983
N
542
E
W
S
A4
KJ82
´ AKJ5
™ J96
t 6532
® AQ

West

Pass
Pass
1 15-17

North
Godfrey
2®2
3NT

East.

´
™
t
®

East
Pass
Pass
All Pass

10 7 2
A 10 3
J 10 9 7
764

South
Caplan
1NT1
2´
2

Stayman

After a short but sweet auction, West led
the four of hearts; Dinah played low from
the dummy and collected East’s ten with
her jack. Now she played another heart,
East winning and switching to the seven of
spades. Declarer put the ace up, played a
diamond to the king, and a club to the
queen and West’s king. A third heart came
back, and Dinah won, cashed the fourth
heart throwing a diamond, crossed to the
ace of clubs and played a diamond –
enabling West to choose her poison of
setting up a club winner in dummy while
declarer still had the diamond entry intact
or leading a spade into her K-J tenace. Well
played to bring home the vulnerable game,
which went down almost across the board.
Despite the team’s best efforts, it looked
as though with eight boards remaining the
trophy would be going north of the
border, with Scotland winning well
against Wales. But a late Welsh rally led to
one of the most exciting finishes
imaginable where, with one deal to play in
the Scotland match, England led the event
by 1 VP. However, Scotland were not to be
denied – they gained
a final 8-IMP swing
on the very last
board to leave the
event in a breathtaking tie.

The Lady Milne England team: (from the left)
Bryony Youngs, Susanna Gross, Sally Brock, Dinah Caplan, Simon Cope (NPC), Lizzie Godfrey and Alice Kaye

www.ebu.co.uk

Congratulations to
both teams:
England:
Dinah Caplan –
Lizzie Godfrey,
Alice Kaye – Bryony
Youngs, Sally
Brock – Susanna
Gross, and their
NPC, Simon Cope.
Scotland:
Fiona McQuaker –
Yvonne Wiseman,
Sheila MacDonald –
Maida Grant, Liz
McGowan – Sam
Punch, and their
NPC, Brian Short. r
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JUNIOR TEACH-IN WEEKEND
26 – 28 August 2011
Loughborough University
All levels catered for, from absolute beginners
to junior experts (ages 7 – 21)

Only £125per student
Inclusive of all meals, two nights’ accommodation,
activities and bridge fees

Accompanying adults welcome (£140 each)

Entries ( 01296 317 217/218
TEACHER TRAINING COURSES 2011
Partner Teacher Training Courses –
courses for prospective teachers
Manchester Bridge Club July 15-17
Aylesbury EBU HQ October 14-16
Courses – £200 for the Full Course –
include how to teach bridge, what to teach,
short teaching practice, how to recruit, how to retain
and how to turn your students into a partner club.

For info ( 01296 317217 or email lisa@ebu.co.uk

Club Teacher Training Courses
NEW courses for affiliated clubs
Under the Universal Membership scheme affiliated clubs are invited to
nominate one club member in any two-year period to be trained FREE
OF CHARGE as a Club Teacher. Second and subsequent bookings from
the same club can be made at £102 each.
The course content will include how to teach bridge, what to teach
and a short teaching practice. Entries may only be booked by the registered secretary of the affiliated club. Courses are restricted to 12
people per course and may well fill before the magazine goes to press.

The next courses have been arranged at
Edgware, NW London – June 11/12
Wetherby, Yorkshire – July 9/10
Chichester, W Sussex – October 15/16
For details ( 01296 317217 or email lisa@ebu.co.uk
Any clubs with permanent premises which would be prepared to
host one of the new courses is asked to contact John Pain at the
EBU: ( 01296 317218 or email john@ebu.co.uk. There are additional concessions available for clubs hosting the courses.
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CLUB DIRECTOR & COUNTY
DIRECTOR TRAINING
COURSES 2011
ESSENTIALS £36
Saturday 4 June
Exeter
Tunbridge Wells
Saturday 11 June
Brighton
Monday 15 August
Warrington
Friday 9 September
EBU HQ, Aylesbury
Wednesday 12 October
Additional courses are shown on the EBU website
BOOK RULINGS £41
Huddersfield
Sunday 12 June
Exeter
Saturday 18 June
Wantage
Saturday 25 June
Sheffield
Saturday 25 June
Saturday 16 July
Tunbridge Wells
Brighton
Tuesday 16 August
Warrington
Sunday 2 October
EBU HQ, Aylesbury
Wednesday 9 November
JUDGMENT RULINGS £41
Bourne Club, Farnham
Saturday 11 June
Horsham
Saturday 25 June
Exeter
Saturday 9 July
Huddersfield
Sunday 10 July
Sheffield
Saturday 23 July
Wantage
Saturday 23 July
Brighton
Wednesday 17 August
Tunbridge Wells
Saturday 3 September
Warrington
Sunday 23 October
EBU HQ, Aylesbury
Wednesday 14 December
ASSESSMENT £46
Bourne Club,Farnham
Saturday 23 July
Exeter
Saturday 30 July
Horsham
Saturday 30 July
Brighton
Thursday 18 August
Wantage
Saturday 3 September
Huddersfield
Sunday 11 September
Sheffield
Saturday 8 October
Tunbridge Wells
Saturday 8 October
Warrington
Sunday 11 December
EBU HQ, Aylesbury
Wednesday 18 Jan 2012

2011 COUNTY AND COUNTY REFRESHER COURSE

September 17 and 18, Coventry Hilton
Full details on the EBU website, www.ebu.co.uk

For further information, or to register for a course

( 01296 317203 or email peter@ebu.co.uk
NEW CONCESSIONS FOR AFFILIATED CLUBS
Under the Universal Membership scheme affiliated clubs are
invited to send a second club member to a TD course FREE OF
CHARGE where the club sends a full paying member to any of
the club TD courses. The offer is on a ‘like for like’ basis – so
when a club books a place (from one to four courses) it
receives the equivalent free for another member of the same
club. To take advantage of the scheme both the paying member
and the free member must be booked at the same time and the
booking must be made by the registered secretary of the club.
(Please note this scheme does not include the County
Director or County Refresher courses held annually, nor the
County Preparation day course.)

www.ebu.co.uk

EBU News
EBU DIARY
Please note that
if you don’t qualify
to receive the
August issue of
English Bridge,
you will not receive
the Diary either. See
www.ebu.co.uk/
pay2play/magazine
%20points.pdf

NATIONAL
WOMEN’S
TEAMS
WARWICKSHIRE Contract
Bridge Association, in partnership with West Midlands Bridge
Club Ltd, will be hosting this
year’s National Women’s Teams
on behalf of the English Bridge
Union. The event will be held
on the weekend of 3rd and 4th
September 2011. Green points
and prizes will be awarded in
accordance with EBU scales.
There are a number of local
hotels and guest houses nearby
which should provide comfortable accommodation. Food
will be available throughout the
weekend at very reasonable
prices. Full details are available
in the published programme or
on-line at www.warwickshire
bridge.co.uk/NWT and
www.ebu.co.uk.
We look forward to welcoming you. (Darren Evetts, WCBA)

JOHN
ARMSTRONG
AWARD
NOMINATIONS for this
award, which celebrates John
Armstrong’s sportsmanship
and contribution to bridge, are
invited. Please e-mail
paul@paulhackett.org.

www.ebu.co.uk

NATIONAL
PAIRS

THE EBU &
BRIDGE OVERSEAS

KOS
CONGRESS

THERE will be two significant
changes to the National Pairs in
the 2011-2012 season:
1. Charging structure
To encourage more clubs and
members to enter, the charging
structure of this event will be
changed. The EBU entry fee to
the club heats will be more than
halved, the fee for the regional
finals increased slightly and the
fee for the national finals
increased significantly to bring
it in line with similar events
such as the Corwen.
2. ‘A’ Final and ‘B’ Final
There will be two 50-pair
National Finals running sideby-side. The ‘A’ Final will be
open to the top 50 Regional
qualifiers as now. The ‘B’ Final
will be open to the top 50 pairs
who have at most one Life
Master (and no higher ranked
players) in the partnership and
no person in the top 60 of the
Gold Point ranking list. Pairs
qualifying for both the ‘A’ and
‘B’ Finals will have the choice of
which to play in.

WARNING
THIS year’s Brighton Summer
Meeting takes place from 12th to
21st August (see page 54 for
details), once again at the Hotel
Metropole. Unfortunately, in
spite of all our research and
efforts, we have learnt that the
weekend of 12th–14th August
will clash with another major
event.
If you are considering attending any part of the Meeting, and
especially the first weekend,
book your accommodation
early. Brighton hotels and guesthouses do get very full in August
and the prices go up as rooms
become harder to find.
Go to www.visitbrighton.com
and see what’s available.

13 – 18 October 2011
5* Iberostar Kipriotis Panorama, Psalidi, Kos

H
H
H
H
H

Pre-congress Pairs
Open Pairs
Pivot Teams
Men’s, Ladies’ and Mixed Pairs
Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams
(both Green-pointed)

Bridge Fees: £120
Entries to EBU Competitions Dept
Broadfields, Bicester Road, Aylesbury,
Bucks HP19 8AZ

( 01296 317 203/219 E-mail: comps@ebu.co.uk

For travel and accommodation please contact

BRIDGE OVERSEAS

FREEPHONE 0800 034 6246
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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

EBU News

n JUNE 2011
3-4
4-5
4-5
11-12
18
18-19
25
26
26
26

WBF Sim Pairs
Clubs
Yorkshire Congress
Harrogate
Corwen Trophy
Daventry
Pachabo Cup
Daventry
Garden Cities Trophy Final
Solihull
Oxfordshire Congress
Steventon
Northants ODGP pairs
Berks & Bucks ODGP teams
Windsor
Dorset ODGP teams
Hamworthy Golf Club
Bedford ODGP teams
Luton

TOP TEN

n JULY 2011
1-3
8-10
10

23-24

23-24
23-24
24
25-26
28-31
31

Riviera Congress
Torquay
Summer Seniors Congress
Eastbourne
National County Leagues
Finals
West Midlands BC
Gloucester/Hereford
GP Weekend
Ross-on-Wye
Notts GP Weekend
Pairs Sat, Teams Sun
Essex /Herts GP Weekend
Pairs Sat, Teams Sun
Manchester ODGP teams
BGB Summer Sim Pairs
Clubs
Baker Tilly Summer Festival
Scarborough
Sussex ODGP teams
Ardingly

n AUGUST 2011
12-21
15-18
15-17
16-18

Brighton Summer Meeting
Hilton Metropole Hotel
Brighton Seniors Congress
Hilton Metropole Hotel
Really Easy Congress
Hilton Metropole Hotel
Next Step Congress
Hilton Metropole Hotel

n SEPTEMBER 2011
3-4

National Women's Teams
West Midlands Bridge Club,
Solihull
10-11
Bedford Congress
Milton Keynes
12-13
EBU Sims
Affliated Clubs
16-25
Guernsey Congress &
Seniors Congress
Guernsey
24-25
Surrey GP Weekend
Pairs Sat, Teams Sun
24-25
Premier League
Richmond Bridge Club
24-25
Derby GP Weekend
Pairs Sat, Teams Sun
25
Cornwall ODGP teams
25
Westmorland ODGP Pairs
Castle Green Hotel, Kendal
25
Herts ODGP teams
30-2 Oct West of England Congress
Weston-super-Mare
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CONGRATULATIONS to Richmond Bridge Club for coming top in the list of most popular clubs in England. The list
is in order of player sessions over the year April 1st 2010 – 31st
March 2011, and the top ten clubs are:
1. Richmond (photo above)
6. West Midlands Ltd
2. Wimbledon
7. Tunbridge Wells
3. South Bucks
8. Bolton
4. Welwyn Garden City
9. Deva
5. Bristol
10. Southport
A more extensive list can be found on the EBU website.

2011-2012 NICKO
FOR the 2011-2012 season the
following conditions and
arrangements will apply to the
NICKO:
1. ‘Strong’ teams (i.e. those
with two or more players
ranked Grand Master or
above, or ranked in the top
40 of the EBU Gold Point
Scheme at the end of
August) will be excluded to
Round 2 or 3. In principle
it will be the latter but a
final definition will not be
made until Aylesbury have
seen the composition of
the entries and their
impact on travelling times.
2. Strong teams are not eligible for the NICKO Plate
3. People who are eligible to
enter should:
a. Be members of an affiliated club; and
b. Have been members of
the club for at least three

months before they first
represent the club; and
c. Play regularly at the club
or for the club or contribute regularly in some
other way to the club, or
have met these criteria
in previous years and
are unable to currently
do so through personal
circumstances (e.g. illness, work, childcare,
etc.)
4. It will be left to individual
clubs themselves to decide
who meets the criteria in
No. 3 and is therefore eligible to represent them.
Examples will be provided
on the website of what the
EBU believes is good practice in this area. Any complaints that a team does
not meet the criteria in
No. 3 will be referred to the
club that entered the team.

LAWS & ETHICS
COMMITTEE
NEW editions of the Orange,
Tangerine and White Books will
be posted on the EBU website
on August 1st 2011. Changes
for this year are minor. In the
case of the Orange and
Tangerine Book there are no
new agreements added for 2011
but there is some minor tidying
of wording. Changes will be
highlighted in the August
English Bridge.
In the case of the White Book,
it will be updated with decisions and advice produced in
the last year by this committee.
Revised regulations will be
in force for the new season
regarding club heats of national
events such as the National
Pairs, the effect of which will
mean that while it is hoped that
clubs will welcome EBU members who are visitors to the
club, they will not be obliged to
do so. If you are a visitor you
will be expected to contact the
club first.

MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS
As a member of the
English Bridge Union,
you can receive the
following benefits:

• HMCA healthcare
benefits
Special
Rates at Barceló
•
Hotels
• EBU Prizes & Barceló
Hotels
• Household Insurance
Scheme
• Club Insurance
• Car Hire
• Travel Insurance
Read all about it at www.
ebu.co.uk/general/announ
c e m e n t s / Me m b e r s h i p
Benefits.htm

www.ebu.co.uk

Beat the 1936 Experts Beat the 1936 Experts
These hands are all from 1936 and
David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. See how your
efforts compare with the experts’
bidding.

These hands are all from 1936 and
David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. See how your
efforts compare with the experts’
bidding.

June 2011
WEST HANDS

June 2011
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(Fleming)
2. E/W Game
Dealer North
(Simmons)
*North opens 1®
3. N/S Game
Dealer West
(Miss Maybin)
4. E/W Game
Dealer East
(Williams)
5. Game All
Dealer East
(Hughes)
6. Game All
Dealer West
(Louis Tarlo)

´
™
t
®

J6
AKJ96
10 7 5 4
K2

1. Game All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

AQ7
QJ6
J76532
K

2. E/W Game
Dealer North

´
™
t
®

J53
J 10 7 2
AQ3
KQ8

3. N/S Game
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

A 10 4
982
10 8
AKJ93

4. E/W Game
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

AJ3
Q842
AQ943
J

5. Game All
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

A K 10
A32
KQJ92
A7

6. Game All
Dealer West

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 36-37

(Goldsmith)

(Newark)
*North opens 1®

(Mrs Summers)

(Smith)

(Ingram)

(Janes)

$

1. Game All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

K52
Q
AKQ3
AQ764

´
™
t
®

K95
A 10 9 4 3
KQ
10 7 4

´
™
t
®

A96
AK5
J872
J42

´
™
t
®

KJ86
A763
AQ74
10

´
™
t
®

K8542
3
K62
K Q 10 6

´
™
t
®

Q8
K Q 10 5
A 10 4 3
J83

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 36-37

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

EBU SHOP OFFERS

EBU SHOP OFFERS

Really Easy Books

Pelissier Tables

EXTRA SPECIAL OFFER:
Buy one Pelissier table at normal price –
£99.99 (members 10% discount) – get a
second one for only £75 (No discount)
Luxury Bridge Tables

All Really Easy Books only £7.50 each
(Including Practice Beginning Bridge &
Practice Continuing Bridge)

EBU 75th Anniversary
Silver Pen

Bridge Partner
Compact Bidding Set

EBU 75th Anniversary Silver Pen
in suedette pouch – Limited Edition
£2.50 each
Takes standard refills

( 01296 397851 / 317200

( 01296 397851 / 317200

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p,
but include VAT.

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p,
but include VAT.

Offers end 30th June 2011.

$

Available in Red, Green, Black
and Bordeaux
£17.50 per set of 4

Offers end 30th June 2011.

Voice
of the EBU
IT is very good to see that the
EBU is still being innovative
with the proposed introduction
of built-in barcode scanners.
Anything that promotes good
will at the table is to be
applauded. However, you are
perhaps a little late as at our
club we have devices of this
sort already fitted. They are
called ‘Players’. They are set to
deliver advice to partners in
very dulcet tones but they can
become rather staccato as they
heat up when they also become
a little louder.
‘Why did you bid clubs
when you knew I had none’,
and ‘You forgot the system
again’, are two of many sentences programmed in. Somewhere in there, ‘Thank you
partner’ also occasionally surfaces.
But we have a very useful
addition that allows opponents to give advice. ‘You
butchered that suit’ and ‘I
hope you don't teach that to
your students’ are received
with a wry smile and even an
occasional chuckle. I like the
idea of having one voice to
deliver this service in a nice
soothing tone.
I hope you are successful in
searching for the ‘Voice of the
EBU’. Who knows, they might
even become as famous as the
person who was the telephone
speaking clock, whoever that
was!
John Bowness, Leicester
We thank all those who phoned in
to audition to become the ‘Voice of
the EBU’ for showing a great sense
of humour on being told that the
‘advert’ (the brainchild of Simon
Cochemé) was in fact an April Fool –
as Mr Bowness rightly surmises.

Sure thing
IN his article ‘The language of
bridge III’, Simon Cochemé
says he does not know what a
‘slam dunk’ is. He might like to
know that it is a basketball
term meaning a shot into the
net by an attacking player who
is so close to the net and jumps
so high, that he pushes the ball
into the net from above rather
than having to throw it from
below. It is (almost) certain to
succeed. So the expression has
come into general use meaning
a ‘sure thing’.
I suppose the nearest thing
in bridge is playing a grand
slam in no-trumps where you
hold sufficient top cards so
that no endplay or finesse is
needed to achieve your objective and you cannot get stuck
in the wrong hand either. It
never happens to me.
I enjoyed the article.
Mike Duncan, Thornage

BOTH experts make a good
case. The strongest point in
Alan Mould's is the criticism
of the inflexibility of ‘cheapest
first’.
He adduces an example
which, I suggest, allows for a
third approach. If, in principle, cheapest cue-bids are the
rule there needs to be an exception. That is, when controls are
held in two suits but one is both
first and second (diamonds in
his example) and the other is
sec ond (clubs) and where
strength etc. allow, bid the
stronger control first.
So on his example, where
responder holds:
´ K98643 ™ 42 t AKJ7 ® 3
the bidding would go:
1®
1´
3´
4t

Julie’s Reply
I WAS very upset by John
Sissons’s letter in your last issue.
John and I have a very good
partnership and are usually in
the top quartile of our club
results.
Occasionally, like other pairs,
we have misunderstandings –
usually about one each issue,
without which Mike Swanson
would have nothing to write
about.
I am not a harridan and love
John very dearly. After our
occasional incidents, I always
make it up to him in ways
which are inappropriate to
describe in English Bridge.
Yours in penitence,
Julie
(aka A. Ferguson,
by e-mail)

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Send your letters to the Editor,
Elena Jeronimidis, 23 Erleigh Road,
Reading RG1 5LR, or e-mail
elena@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal
address)
The editor reserves the right to
condense letters. Publication does
not mean the EBU agrees with the
views expressed or that
the comments are factually correct.

Views

Spelling

AS the journal of the EBU,
surely English Bridge has a duty
to provide reliable information
to the bridge community?
I was dismayed therefore to
see wildly inaccurate state ments allowed to pass without
comment in ‘Letters to the
Editor’ in the April 2011
edition. Firstly, Robert Steel
asserts that it would be fairer
to arrow switch 50% of the
rounds, whereas in fact it is mathematically correct to switch
approximately one eighth.
Secondly, Barry North tries to
tell us that shuffling is mostly
unnecessary, which again is
demonstrably incorrect.
I have no problem with
creationists and flat-earthers
holding their opinions but do
not believe these opinions
deserve to be propagated without challenge. Similarly I would
like to see English Bridge
taking on a greater editorial
responsibility for the accuracy
of information delivered to its
readership.
John Spiers, Haslemere

I WAS amused by Simon
Cochemé’s article on Americanization (April issue), but in
keeping with Americanized
spel ling doesn’t he mean
‘medaled’ rather than ‘medalled’?
Peter Jeffery, Wheathampstead

In any publication, the Letters pages
are for readers to express their views.
We warn our readers (see disclaimer
above) that some views may not be
factually correct. In the last issue,
underneath Mr Steel’s letter, we
added the address of a web page
that explains arrow-switching. r

4™
6´

5®

since opener, holding:

THE APRIL DEBATE
Thank you for your votes and comments.
Cue-bidding cheapest controls first won with 92%.

www.ebu.co.uk

The April
Debate

´ AQ75 ™ AK6 t 8 ® QJ762

knows his side has the red suits
controlled.
I learnt the above from an
excellent French player, Jean
Haicault.
There's another point, alluded to by Alan, that cue-bidding
a singleton (or void) in partner's main suit is not always
wise. The bidding above avoids
that at first opportunity.
My vote goes to Chris Jagger
as long as the dogmatic adherence can be avoided.
Honourable mention to Alan
for the above points.
Anthony Moon, by e-mail
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THE ‘EBU BABES’

How Some of Our 75-year-old
Members Got Hooked on Bridge
Clare Hodgson,
Buckinghamshire
IN 1957, when I was 21, I travelled on a
Union Castle ship from England to South
Africa in order to get married. There were
three young Cambridge graduates on
board who needed a fourth to play bridge.
When they failed to find anyone, they
asked me if I would like to learn. I didn’t
know anything about bridge but had
played a lot of family card games.
The voyage took fourteen days and we
played bridge every afternoon – by the
time we reached Cape Town, I had
mastered the basics and I have played
regularly ever since.

Michael Kaye, London

pairs, a light-hearted event on the Friday
afternoon before the serious part of the
congress started. Bob was West and I East
on the following layout:
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daughter or a butler. However, I have since
felt well armed to deal with such an opponent should I meet one.

Ann Pillinger, Bedfordshire
´
™
t
®

AKQJxxx
xxx
N
W
xx
S
x

E

´
™
t
®

10 x x x x
Void
xxxx
xxxx

He opened 3´, doubled promptly by the
lady on his left who held a 20 count. I
raised to 4´, doubled even more promptly
by the lady on Bob’s right and passed out.
Bob had no difficulty in making ten tricks
while the opponents had a vulnerable grand
slam on their way. It was a huge score!
Subsequently most of my bridge was
rubber bridge at the Oxford and Cambridge
Club in London. In June of this year I shall
have been Chairman of the Club’s Cards
Committee for fifty years. Tempus fugit!

Len Macauley (aged 74 3/4)

MY parents, who had progressed from
Auction to Contract Bridge, were keen
players as was my elder brother. I was not
allowed to take any interest in the game
until I had got my A-levels out of the way
in 1953.
I started playing in congresses in 1957
and I can still remember a hand from
shortly after that time which occurred in
the North Western Counties Bridge Association annual congress at Blackpool.
My partner, Bob Brunskill, with whom I
had teamed up at Cambridge, and I were
playing in an aggregate-scoring match

6
193

MY grandmother taught me to play
dominoes and simple card games at the
ages of 5 or 6 but it took until the early
teens to take up the serious stuff such as
poker and bridge.
Over the years I have read many bridge
books by authors ranging from Ely Culbertson to the modern masters. My
favourite quote, which has stuck with me
for over fifty years, is from Defence at
Contract Bridge by Goulash of The Manchester Guardian. In a chapter on the psychology of the game he assumes that the
average bridge player could readily ‘size up
a man with whom one would not trust
a debutante daughter or a butler to whom
one’s wines might be a temptation’. Since
reading this I have played against hundreds
of players but never one with a debutante

I LEARNT to play at Dunstable College,
25 years ago and went straight into club
duplicate. I have never played rubber
bridge. Although we were only average
players, partner and I entered congresses
because we were competitive, and I eventually reached 2-star Premier Regional Master.
Fourteen years ago, with my bridge partner, Peter Mohan, I started a bridge group
in Bedford. During this time we have
played 360 times, playing from 11am to
3pm on the first and third Thursdays of
each month with a good-class buffet lunch.
It takes me a day and a half to shop, cook
and prepare the food, and I have been
doing this for every one of the 360 playing
days except one, which I had to cancel due
to heavy snow. I’m there all day to serve
the food and I do not play.
We also play on Saturday evenings, and
have done so for ten years. For the past two
years I have been organising, directing and
playing every Saturday. We don’t get many
tables on Saturdays and we would like
more players.
I hope to be able to carry on for some
years yet, as long as I keep healthy enough
to do so!

www.ebu.co.uk

Audrey Rostron, Bolton

My memorable anecdote occurred while
playing for a village team in a teams event
in Harrogate in 1978. I touched a card
while in dummy, and was told very aggressively by a very Yorkshire lady: ‘Dummy,
you have lost all your privileges!’

Margaret Carruthers,
East Sussex

I WAS born in Bolton on 26th May 1936,
three days after the birth of the EBU. For
some reason, I was never told this. I knew
my birth weight, and the fact that I was
jaundiced at birth, but no-one ever mentioned that 1936 was such an auspicious
year in which to be born!
I learned to play bridge in early 1971, in
Bolton. Some of the young mothers in the
drive had been to bridge lessons, so in the
afternoons out came the cards and the wellthumbed sheet of closely-typed instructions, and from being an interested spectator I soon joined in. Sometimes we could
only muster three players, and a large
stuffed owl became the fourth. He was the
best dummy I ever played with: no offputting body language, he never criticised
my play, and there were no post mortems!
Bridge has played a very large part in my
life, not least because I met my second
husband, Steve, through the game. He and
I are members of two clubs, Bolton BC
being the larger of the two, and in 1991 – as
we’d taken early retirement from college –
we were asked to take over the teaching of
beginners at the club. We qualified as
bridge teachers with EBUTA, took the
Directors courses, and began a new career
which carried on for almost twenty years.
We thoroughly enjoyed teaching bridge,
especially as so many people felt that it had
opened up for them a whole new area of
challenge and sociability. We taught people
from all walks of life, but we quickly found
that their careers or life experiences counted
for little when it came to learning bridge.
Even one or two who had been real ‘high
fliers’ found that card sense only came after
lots of practice!

David Rex, Herefordshire
I STARTED playing bridge at Leicester
University in 1959 playing for the university second team.

www.ebu.co.uk

I WAS born on May 23rd 1936 in Poole,
Dorset. I first learnt to play bridge, with my
husband, in the early seventies in Croydon
at an evening class. The idea was to have a
hobby that we could pursue together, and
we have found it very satisfying. We were
members of South Croydon Bridge Club
and later Knaves in the southern end of
Croydon. Then we moved to East Grinstead and did not play bridge for about ten
years, but in the early nineties we joined
Forest Row Bridge Club, where we are still
members and play every Wednesday. In
2000 we retired and moved 10 miles south
to Nutley, East Sussex and joined Crowborough Bridge Club as well where we play
on most Mondays and Fridays.
We love our bridge; we go on some
bridge weekends and in 2009 we went on a
bridge cruise to celebrate my husband’s
80th birthday. When I am not playing
bridge, I enjoy handbell ringing, choir
singing, and bowling. I am also a member
of East Grinstead U3A and have run a
lunch club with them for fifteen years.

Geoff Fogg, Devon
I STARTED to play bridge in 1955, while
at university. However, my favourite hand
was played in the 5th Warwick All Swiss
Congress in 1984.
This was the first major competition
that I won playing with my wife Babs. Our
team-mates on this occasion were Vic
Savage and Jack Laurent, and the following deal contributed to our success:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

7643
10 2
A J 10 7
J75

K5
Q93
K98643
KQ
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

QJ2
AKJ4
Q2
9843

A 10 9 8
8765
5
A 10 6 2

I have forgotten our bidding, which is just as
well as I don’t want readers to have nightmares. Suffice to say that I ended up in 4™
with the South hand. West reasonably led
the ®5, won in dummy. I crossed to the ´A
and led the t5 which West ducked. After
the tK and a diamond ruff, a club to the
king and another diamond ruff as East
discarded a spade, I played a spade to the
king and ruffed another diamond, East
discarding a club. East followed to the ®A
and on the ®10 West failed to insert the
™10. East was now down to the ™A-K-J-4 so
had to win and concede the last trick to the
™Q; 4™ bid and made.

Tony Scouller, Surrey

WE were a card-playing family. My father
was a civil servant in the Air Ministry and
went through the Great War for three years
without a scratch. He and my mother’s
loves were bridge and horse racing. I was
the youngest of four and the only one to
have interests in them both.
The family game was ‘hearts’ and I started
playing whist early at the local whist drives;
I needed to win to supplement my pocket
money. I started playing bridge in my teens,
and have played the game all over the world.
Perhaps I had most fun playing on the
commuter trains into New York. They
played with a permanent goulash at great
speed. With – by then – a wife and two
young children, I could not afford to lose.
Week one cost me $50 while I worked out
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how to play goulash and I never had a losing
week after that.

Isabel Grindey, Leicestershire

our Thursday night low-key beginners’
sessions have now, after three years, brought
us fifty additional members, who are new to
the game or have played in the distant past.
Most have little ambition to be tournament
players, but many are well below retirement
age, so our future looks good

David Bowers, Cheshire

I WAS born on 23rd May 1936. I took up
bridge about fifteen years ago, on retirement from teaching. After a year’s tuition at
evening classes, I joined the County Bridge
Club, Leicester, on the advice of the teacher.
With an invalid husband and living 8 miles
out of Leicester I do not play as often as I
would like, but get to the club at least once
a week. I am only a lowly District Master,
but am keen to improve, and in the last two
years I have enjoyed the club’s four day
bridge holiday in Bournemouth.
Bridge has given me much enjoyment
and made me many friends.

I FIRST learnt to play Bridge on the P&O
cruise ship Canberra – she of Falklands
fame – and was taught by that famous
name of the past, Nico Gardener. I
brushed my skills a little more when my
son learnt some ten years later, taught by
another great, Derek Rimington, this time
on the P&O Victoria.
Since then, in 1995, I took and passed a
Directors course under the eagle eye of
Mike Swanson, and have happily directed
occasionally at both Prestbury and Poynton Worth Bridge Clubs in Cheshire.
I hope to be around when the EBU
reaches its century.

Bruce McLaren, Staffordshire

George Collins, Hampshire
I FIRST played bridge in 1956 during my
national service. These were the golden
years for bridge, all you needed was a pack
of cards and four people, one of whom had
some idea of the game. With no classes or
manuals to cope with, millions of people
played, no-one ever told us it was a difficult
game, and so it wasn’t.
After a few years of social bridge, we
joined a small duplicate club, played in the
Berks and Bucks league (one division then),
and then joined Slough Bridge Club. At the
time Paul Hackett used to hitchhike from
Marlborough to play in the Friday duplicate; someone would pick him up from
Slough High Street and drop him off there
at the end of the evening, when he had no
trouble getting a lift back home.
Times have now changed, and I don’t
think that society has the same enthusiasm
for bridge as in the past. But at Basingstoke

IN August 1955 I was stationed at H.M.S.
Pembroke in Chatham (a ‘stone frigate’),
impatiently waiting to join H.M.S.
Contest, a C class destroyer on sea-going
duties in the Mediterranean, when three
young sailors sitting frustratedly at the
library table asked me if I played bridge.
Alas, I said I did not know the game. The
following evening, in the same scenario,
they asked if I played whist, to which I
replied an enthusiastic affirmative. They
then said: ‘Well, if you can play whist,
you can play bridge, there’s hardly any
difference . . .’
I was hooked for the next half-century!

Were you born in 1936, like the EBU? If so, tell us YOUR
bridge story and we will publish it in the next issue(s).
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Marie Leighton, Essex
MY mother is Marie Leighton, wife of Cecil
Leighton (a well known bridge player, I
believe). She was born in 1936, like the
EBU.
When I was a child, my mother would
describe herself as a ‘Bridge Widow’. She
didn’t play bridge and my father was always
out playing bridge with his brother Morris.
From memory, they played a few times a
week and were away every other weekend,
with foreign trips every couple of months.
And don’t forget the bridge leagues and
tournaments Dad ran! We forever had
boards to make up at home.
I used to get a lift to school from my Dad
as it was on his way to work. Uncle Morris
was there too, as they worked together.
They always had a bridge magazine with
them and played hands all the way to and
from work. Apparently they played most
lunch times too. It wasn’t until many years
later, when my Dad retired and Mum insisted on making him lunch, that she found
out he never had lunch at work – he was
too busy playing bridge!
About ten years ago, my mother finally
relented. She realised that bridge was a
good sociable game to play as she got older
and that it was perhaps something she and
my father could do together – bowls really
wasn’t grabbing their interest!
Unfortunately it was only the following
year that Uncle Morris died prematurely
of a heart attack. Surprisingly, it was on a
squash court and not in the dummy seat
as we all would have predicted!
It was such a loss for my father. Dad has
tried to find a new bridge partner, but it
obviously takes years to build that good a
partnership, so he has been playing less
and less, and recently announced that he
won’t be going ‘away’ any more to play. He
has also relinquished the organisation of a
number of tournaments he used to run.
He is 81 now, but he is incredible – he still
plays squash twice a week!
So Mum now is the keen one. She loves
playing and does so regularly. She and Dad
also play together sometimes, which I like
the sound of, including on holidays.
I’ve started to learn to play bridge now
too! I so wish I had learnt as a child, it would
have been so easy then. Mum is encouraging me, and bought me a learn-to-play
PC game to go with the lessons I am taking.
So Happy Birthday, EBU and Mum! We
have certainly had our fair share of bridge
in our home as it has been a way of life for
(Karen Leighton) r
all of us.
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CAPTION
COMPETITION

Play Quiz
by Julian Pottage
For many people 1936 was the year of three kings, George V, Edward VIII
and George VI. On these two play problems, as South, you are missing
three kings and need to minimise the damage that they can cause.
Please assume IMP or rubber scoring. (Solutions on page 53.)

And I think that I do have authority to
change my on-line player profile!!!
THE winner of our April competition,
with the caption above, is Brian Dorey of
Latchen, Gloucestershire, who will receive a charming Victoriana bridge mug
from our sponsors, Bridge and Golf Gifts
Direct (see page 19). Other good captions were: How could you forget we play
Hackett? (Sally Izod, Cheltenham); Just as
Ernie was about to win for the first time
against the computer, it crashed (Colin
Robertson, Felixstowe); Ironically, barometer scoring did little for Fred’s high blood
pressure (Derek Williams, Blackpool);
That’s one computer that won’t deal me a
Yarborough again! (Judy Benson, Sandwich); I'LL GIVE YOU SPLINTERS! (Ed
Blincoe, Fowey ); and I'll teach you to
crash when 1000 match points up in the
on-line championship! (John Crosher,
Royston).
The cartoon for our new competition
is below. Please send your bridgy
captions (multiple entries accepted) to
the Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh
Road, Reading RG1 5LR or by e-mail to
elena@ebu.co.uk not later than 20th June
2011. Don’t forget to include your full

postal address!

Sponsored by Bridge
& Golf Gifts Direct

www.ebu.co.uk

Problem 1
´ AQ843
™ J
t A Q 10 5
® A94

Problem 2
´ AK4
™ Q6
t Q 10 5 3
® AQ94
N

N

S

S

´
™
t
®

E

W

E

W

´
™
t
®

J2
A Q 10
J973
K752

You are in 3NT. West leads the five of
hearts.
How do you plan the play?

Q92
A3
AJ
J 10 7 5 3 2

You are in 6®. West leads the ten of hearts.
You try the queen from dummy but East
r
covers. How do you plan the play?

IN A NUTSHELL
by Jeremy Dhondy

Partner has won a trick but thinks he has lost it. Can I point it out?
LAW 65B3 covers this. Declarer can point
this out any anytime he wants. Dummy
and defenders are more constrained.
They can point this out but only until
the end of the trick. Once a card has been
led to the next trick the right has expired
and it is an offence to point it out.
Suppose a player breaches the law and
tells partner that he has won a trick he
thought he had lost, or vice versa; what
should now happen? Please call the director at this point.
The player who has been woken up is in
receipt of unauthorised information and
this may make a difference (Law 16B covers this). For example, suppose declarer
has the rest of the tricks whatever he does;
then, although dummy telling him he has

a trick pointing the wrong way is an
infraction, there is no real problem and if
the director is called to the table then
apart from wagging his finger not much is
likely to happen.
However, suppose declarer is in 3NT, he
has made seven tricks but thinks he has
made eight. He has a suit of A-Q-x opposite x-x-x. If he finesses and it loses, he will
lose the rest. If it is teams scoring, he will,
almost certainly, finesse to try to make his
contract – but if he thinks he has eight
tricks he will probably rise with the ace to
avoid the risk of going down, the overtrick
being relatively unimportant. In such circumstances the director is likely to adjust
the score because of the unauthorised information given.
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BIDDING QUIZ

Beat the 1936
Experts
David Bird

Bidding problems are on page 29

1. Game All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

J6
AKJ96
10 7 5 4
K2

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

K52
Q
AKQ3
AQ764

West

North

Fleming

Col. Walshe Goldsmith Furse

East

South

1™

1´

6NT !

This time all our deals come from the year
1936. (Many thanks to Wolf Klewe of
Winchester, who owns one of the world’s
largest bridge libraries and kindly lent me his
bound volumes of 1936 bridge magazines.)

2. E/W Game. Dealer North.
´
™
t
®

AQ7
QJ6
J76532
K

West
Simmons

N
E

W
S

North
Lederer
1®

´
™
t
®

K95
A 10 9 4 3
KQ
10 7 4

East
Newark
1™

South
Rose
Pass

2t

We move now to the 1936 Gold Cup final,
between Lederer and Ingram. How should

3. N/S Game. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

J53
J 10 7 2
AQ3
KQ8

N
W

West
Miss Maybin
Passed Out

E
S

´
™
t
®

A96
AK5
J872
J42

East
Mrs Summers

This deal was played both in the 1936
Tollemache Cup and in the simultaneouslyheld Lady Milne Trophy. No doubt you thought
‘What on earth was the point of that one?’
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This deal comes from a Portland Club Cup
match between the Devonshire and Junior
Carlton clubs. What do you make of East’s
6NT response? An agricultural swing of the
bat?
I must say I rather like such bids. East is
surely going to end in a slam and North is
odds-on to hold the ´A for his overcall. By
bidding the slam in no-trumps, East may survive a bad break in the suit that would otherwise be selected as trumps. For example a 4-1
diamond break might defeat 6t when 6NT is
straightforward. He might also prevent a
defensive spade ruff. South led the ®J and
6NT was easily made.
At the other table West did not open his

hand, which would be unthinkable nowadays
and should have been unthinkable then. This
was the auction:
West
Weinberg
Pass !
1™
4NT

North
Brown
Pass
1´
Pass

East
Hicks
1®
3NT
Pass !

South
Dr Levy
Pass
Pass
Pass

The ‘Special Correspondent’ who described
the proceedings in Bridge Magazine, awarded
exclamation marks as shown in the two bidding tables. A harsh judge, you may conclude.
n Awards: 6NT (10), 6™ (7), 6t (6), games
(4).

West respond to partner’s overcall of 1™?
An overcall strongly suggests a suit of at
least five cards, so West should investigate a
heart game. Today it would be automatic for
West to cue-bid 2®, showing a sound raise to
at least 2™. If East signed off in 2™, West
would raise to 3™ to say that he was still interested in game.
Back in 1936, West preferred to bid 2t. This
was not forcing and ended the auction, while
4™ was bid and made at the other table.
‘Ganymede’ in Bridge Magazine (it was the
custom then to write under a pseudonym)
analysed as follows: West, with five playing
tricks for hearts, bid “Two Diamonds”. This sim-

ple take-out was, of course, passed by East and
ten tricks were made. West might have known
that this bid could lead only to a blind alley and
he should, despite his rather inadequate trumps
support, have ventured “Three Hearts”.
Nowadays, 2t shows fair values; it is often
described as ‘constructive but non-forcing’. A
raise to 3™ is played as pre-emptive, since you
start with a cue-bid on all strong supporting
hands.

Quite so, the way we bid today.
Back in 1936, Hubert Phillips commented:
This is a fiasco, for which East must obviously take
the responsibility. West with (it is true) a ‘count of
13’ but with no card above a Knave in either
major suit and a 4-3-3-3 distribution, must have
been only too pleased to see the hand “passed out”.
But East has an almost ideal hand for a third-inhand No Trump.
Nowadays players would pass on the West
cards only if they had miscounted their points.
Also, it is acknowledged that it is more dangerous to open a minimum weak 1NT in the third
seat than in the first. With two passed hands in
front of you, there is a greater chance that the

fourth player can make a penalty double.
At three of the four tables featured in the
British Bridge World report, West did pass. This
was another auction:

n Awards: 4™ (10), 5t (6), part-scores (4),
3NT (3).

West
Hayes
Pass
1™
2NT

East
Evans
1t
2™
3NT

Facing a passed hand, East might have passed
either 1™ or 2NT.
n Awards: 3NT (10), part scores (6), passed
out (3).
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4. E/W Game. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

A 10 4
982
10 8
AKJ93

West
Williams

North
Mrs
Evers

Dble
3NT
5®
6´
Rdble

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

East
Smith

KJ86
A763
AQ74
10

South
Lady
Peacock
1NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble

1t
2™
4´
5NT
Pass

5. Game All. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

AJ3
Q842
AQ943
J

West
Hughes

North
Reese

1t
2™

Pass
Pass

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

K8542
3
K62
K Q 10 6

East
Ingram
Pass
1´
3NT

South
Phillips
Pass
Pass

6. Game All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

A K 10
A32
KQJ92
A7

West
Louis Tarlo
1t
3t
7t

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

Q8
K Q 10 5
A 10 4 3
J83

East
J. Janes
1™
5t

We end at the 1936 London Championship
final. What should West open here?
2NT looks best (or 2®, if you think the hand
is too strong). In 1936 both Wests chose 1t,
which has two flaws. You might miss game
when partner passes with 4 or 5 points. More
importantly, you will find it difficult to express

We continue with a match between Cardiff
and the British Bridge World magazine.
J.E.Smith, East for Cardiff, opened 1t. Lady
Peacock (described as ‘the brilliant and
accomplished wife of Sir Walter Peacock’)
overcalled 1NT on a flat 11-count including
tK-J-3-2. West’s double was the right move
and that is where the auction should have
ended. The Cardiff pair viewed the matter differently and climbed to 6´ redoubled.
Unlucky! They went 2200 down.
This was the assessment of Hubert Phillips:
‘After Lady Peacock’s good interference bid,
Williams’ Double and Smith’s Two Hearts are
both to be commended. Williams then closes the
bidding with 3NT. A series of misunderstand-

This deal is from the 1936 Southport Bowl.
Today most players would open on the East
cards. After 1t - 1´, what should West rebid?
Stanley Hughes chose 2™, although his
hand is short of the values required nowadays
for a reverse. When Harry Ingram leapt to
3NT, Hughes had no reason to place him with
five spades and had to pass. Most players today
treat 2NT as forcing opposite a reverse, leaving
West the space to locate a 5-3 spade fit.
Hubert Phillips (South) held ™A-10-9-6-5
and the ®A. He led the ™10, after which the
defenders should have taken the first six tricks.
The account states that South revoked when
declarer ran his diamonds, allowing the

your values when partner does respond.
What can you rebid when partner responds
1™? Louis Tarlo’s 3t is unsatisfactory because
it is non-forcing. Tarlo followed this underbid
with an overbid, leaping to 7t. East’s hearts
were good enough to offer reasonable play
and the grand was made when South turned
up with ™J-x.
At the other table the bidding was a lacklustre 1t – 1™ – 4™.
n Awards: 6NT (10), 6t (9), 7NT (8), 7t (7),
games (3).

´ ™t®
Our 1936 experts score 30 out of 60, making
hard work of some unexceptional deals. No
telegram claims are required if you managed
to beat them! Let’s look for some bidding tips.

ings then occurs, each player reading more into
the other’s bids than they are intended to convey.
Neither stops to ask himself what cards Lady
Peacock holds.’
We cannot expect players from 1936 to bid
as well as we all do now (ahem), so it is not for
me to criticise them. I will merely say that West
bid splendidly, except for his 5® and 6´ bids
and the redouble. East was equally impressive,
apart from his 2™, 4´ and 5NT bids.
(Without the 1NT overcall, an Acol
sequence would be: 1™ – 2® – 2t – 2´ –
2NT – 3NT.)
n Awards: 3NT (10), 4´ (7), 4™ (5), partscores (3) redoubled slams (0).

contract to be made. Terence Reese (North) no
doubt found some suitable words of consolation for his poor partner.
It is hard to see how declarer gained the lead
to play diamonds. It seems natural for the ™10
to win the first trick. North would then win
tricks with the jack and king of hearts, before
switching to a club.
At the other table, after the same 1t – 1´
start, West made the commendable rebid of
2´. It was then easy to reach the top spot of 4´.
n Awards: 4´ (10), 5t (7), 3NT (6), part
scores (3).

Tips to remember
you have a choice of bids, one
• When
of which is to raise partner’s suit,
give serious consideration to the
raise.
you can judge that the play• When
ing strength for 6NT is present, this
will often be better than a slam in a
suit.
a new suit opposite a one• Bidding
level overcall is usually played as
‘constructive but non-forcing’.
bonus points are awarded for
• No
extra rounds of bidding. Do not be
afraid of leaping to a slam (or
game), when it is likely to be the best
contract and further bidding cannot
tell you very much.
r

When you have finished reading this magazine, if you don’t want to keep it, please recycle it.
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HISTORY

England Expects
by Michael Byrne
English players’ successes at World Championship level

IN this anniversary year, it is only fair that
we look back through the last 75 years at
the great achievements in world championships where our players have fought
together to win as a country.

The Bermuda Bowl
The most prestigious of the World Championships is the Bermuda Bowl for Open
teams. Originating in 1950, it was at first a
challenge match between Europe, North
America and Great Britain, but it metamorphosed into a huge competition with
qualifiers coming from all of the zones.
England competed (until 1999) as Great
Britain, and won it in 1955, when the great
Terence Reese, Boris Schapiro, Kenneth
Konstam, Leslie Dodds, Adam ‘Plum’
Meredith and Jordanis Pavlides beat the
USA by a substantial margin.
Since they have changed the format it
has been very difficult for England to
qualify, as the European Championships is
an incredibly tough competition, and
a bridge nation has to finish in the top six
to make the Bermuda Bowl. In 1987
England finished 2nd in the European
Championships to Sweden, and qualified
for the Bermuda Bowl being held in Ocho
Rios, a beautiful town on the North Coast
of Jamaica.
In the initial round robin there were
eight teams and team GB finished second
to Chinese Taipei; holders USA and European champions Sweden were exempt to
the semi-final. The conditions of contest
stated that the two European teams would
have to meet. Great Britain took an early
lead which they never relinquished and
won by 47 IMPs. Almost half of this margin
came from one deal where Sweden had a
misunderstanding about a redouble and
conceded a penalty of 2800 – which long

38

English Bridge June 2011

stood as the record for the largest penalty
ever conceded in a World Championship.
(This record was broken in the 2005
Bermuda Bowl where there were two 3400
penalties!)
In the final GB didn’t quite manage to
overcome the USA, although this was a
high spot:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer East.
´ 8754
™ 54
t AKQJ76
® K
Q J 10 2
´ K
N
K
™ 10 7 6 3
W
E
84
t 532
S
A J 10 9 6 3
® 87542
´ A963
™ AQJ982
t 10 9
® Q

Both sides bid to 4™ after South opened the
bidding (Jeremy Flint for GB with 1™ and
Bobby Wolf for the USA with a canapé 1´)
which gave them a chance to make game –
4´ has no chance on the actual lie given
that the trumps break badly. Sitting West
for us was the late Raymond Brock, who
made a good start of leading the ace of
clubs and switching to a diamond, attacking declarer’s communication. Declarer
then finessed in hearts and Brock played
another diamond cutting declarer off from
the table completely. He had no chance
now and attempted to draw trumps, losing
three spades and another heart for three
down.
In the other room the American West led
the queen of spades overtaken by the king
and Jeremy Flint looked deeper into the

position. West had suggested a six-card club
suit by overcalling vulnerable, and it looked
like spades could well be 4-1. Was it too
much to hope that West had one heart and
two diamonds? In that case declarer could
cash the ace of trumps and then three
diamonds throwing his club. Then a heart
to the nine and he would lose only one
heart and two spades – the nine and eight
being good cards to force out the jack and
ten. Things didn’t quite go to plan as under
the ace of trumps the king fell, and declarer
crossed to dummy to draw trumps and
then run the diamonds; that was thirteen
tricks and +710, 14 IMPs to Great Britain.
It is rare that one table makes thirteen
tricks and the other only seven, especially
when they are in the same contract!
Sadly three of our players who were on
that team have since left us: John Armstrong, Raymond Brock and Jeremy Flint.
The other members of the team are still
among our top players today: Graham
Kirby, Tony Forrester, and Robert Sheehan
(who came out of retirement long enough
to win the Gold Cup last year) along with
NPC Tony Priday.
We have subsequently played in the
Bermuda Bowl twice more, in 1991
(Forrester, Andrew Robson, Kirby, Armstrong, Roman Smolski, Tony Sowter, with
David Burn as coach and Sandra Landy
NPC), where we lost a tight quarter-final
match to Poland, and in 2005 where we
didn’t make the knock out stages.

The Venice Cup
The women’s equivalent is called the
‘Venice Cup’ and started in 1974, the first
tournament being held in Venice. England
has had some success in this event,
winning in 1981 and 1985, beating strong
American teams both times in the final.
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This deal from the 1985 final showed
declarer having to work hard for her game:

West.

´
™
t
®

KQ
Q752
KQ96
852

Photo: Ron Tacchi
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E/W Game. Dealer
´ AJ63
™ AJ4
t A J 10 5
® K6
10 7 4 2
N
10 8 3
E
W
83
S
Q973
´ 985
™ K96
t 742
® A J 10 4

For Great Britain, the declarer was Michelle
Brunner as South, playing in 3NT on the
lead of a low club. She took the natural line
of taking a diamond finesse, and then won
the club return on the table. If declarer now
plays a heart to hand and takes another
diamond finesse she will go down, as with
the diamonds lying badly she has only seven
tricks. Instead, Brunner played a low spade
off the dummy, seeking further chances.
East won and played a third club, and she
was back in her hand to take a diamond
finesse. East could win and exit with the
nine of diamonds pinning declarer’s seven,
but she won and played a diamond back
giving the lead to East once more. East
elected to get off lead with a heart, giving

The England team, winners of the Women’s Series at the 2008 Beijing World Bridge Games.
From the left: Martin Jones (NPC), Heather Dhondy, Nicola Smith, Catherine Draper,
Sally Brock, Sandra Penfold (Coach), Anne Rosen and Nevena Senior.
declarer an eighth trick, and Brunner
cashed three hearts ending in her hand. At
this point West was squeezed: she had to
guard the spades and the queen of clubs.
When she let go a spade, declarer had a
complete count, and played a spade to the
ace dropping the king as if by magic. This is
known as a ‘show-up squeeze’ as West’s
spades weren’t technically winners, but they
‘showed up’ her partner’s bare K-Q.
Unlike the Open team, our gold-winning
women’s teams feature many of the stars

ENGLISH WOMEN’S SUCCESSES AT THE WORLD TEAMS OLYMPIADS
YEAR

VENUE

POS.

TEAM

1964

New York

1st

Rixi Markus, Fritzi Gordon, Dorothy Shanahan,
Dimmie Fleming, Jane Juan, Mary Moss,
NPC Harold Franklin

1976

Monte Carlo

2nd

Fritzi Gordon, Rixi Markus, Nicola Gardener (Smith),
Sandra Landy, Charlie Esterson, Rita Oldroyd,
NPC Graham Cooke

1980

Valkenburg

3rd

Sally Sowter (Brock), Sandra Landy, Pat Davies,
Nicola Gardener (Smith), Rita Oldroyd, Michelle Brunner,
NPC Raymond Brock

1984

Seattle

2nd

Sally Horton (Brock), Sandra Landy, Pat Davies,
Nicola Smith, Gillian Scott-Jones, Sarah Scarborough,
NPC Hugh Kelsey, Coach Gus Calderwood

1988

Venice

2nd

Michelle Brunner, Sandra Landy, Pat Davies,
Nicola Smith, Liz McGowan (Scotland), Sandra Penfold,
NPC Graham Endicott, Coach Richard Fleet

1992

Salsomaggiore

2nd

Pat Davies, Nicola Smith, Michele Handley (Barker),
Sandra Landy, Liz McGowan (Scotland), Sandra Penfold,
NPC Mark Horton, Coach Brian Senior

2004

Istanbul

3rd

Sally Brock, Kitty Teltscher, Heather Dhondy, Nicola Smith,
Michelle Brunner, Rhona Goldenfield,
NPC Alan Mould, Coach Christine Duckworth
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who are still going strong today. Sally Brock
and Sandra Landy were on the team both
times, along with Nicola Smith and Pat
Davies who retired when the home nations
devolved in 1999. The team was completed
in 1981 by Maureen Dennison and Diana
Williams, and in 1985 by Michelle Brunner
and Gill Scott-Jones.

The Bridge Teams Olympiads
The other world championships where
English players have done well are the
World Teams Olympiads, which have taken
place every four years since 1960. The
event changed its name to World Bridge
Games (and, slightly, its format) in 2008,
when it became part of the World Mind
Sports Games.
In the Open series England won a silver
in 1960 (Terence Reese, Boris Schapiro,
Nico Gardener, Albert Rose, Jeremy Flint,
Ralph Swimer, NPC Louis Tarlo), and
bronze in 1964 (Terence Reese, Boris
Schapiro, Joel Tarlo, Jeremy Flint, Kenneth
Konstam, Maurice Harrison-Gray, NPC
Louis Tarlo) and 1976 (Tony Priday, Claude
Rodrigue, Willie Coyle, Robert Sheehan,
Jeremy Flint, Irving Rose, NPC Terence
Reese), before a magnificent run in 2008
where they proved that they were still one
of the strongest nations in the world.
England reached the final, beating tough
Bulgaria and Romania in the early knockout rounds before shredding Germany in
the semi-final despite being down overnight. In the final they just fell short, losing
to Italy, whose players have won plenty of
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The Seniors
A world competition for Senior teams was
first introduced in 2001, and England have
recently come to the party by winning two
back-to-back World Championships. In
the Seniors Bowl in São Paulo in 2009 Paul
Hackett, Ross Harper, David Price, Colin
Simpson, John Holland, Gunnar Hallberg
came back from a huge margin down to
beat Poland in the final, and the following
year, in the World Series championships in

Photo: Jan Swann

world championships on past and recent
occasions. The team was Jason and Justin
Hackett, the mainstay of the Open team
over the last decade, David Gold and Tom
Townsend, and Artur Malinowski and Nick
Sandqvist, with Phil King as NPC and
Simon Cope as Coach.
In the Women’s series, England have
dominated, with medals in nearly every
championship – starting with a gold medal
in 1964, continuing with silver in 1976,
bronze in 1980, silver in 1984, 1988 and
1992, and bronze in 2004 (see table on
previous page). 2008 again proved to be
England’s glory year as the Women’s team
prevailed in a hard-fought final against
home nation China at the World Bridge
Games. Some of the names on the team
were old hands, with Nicola Smith (playing
an amazing ninth consecutive Olympiad)
partne ring her perennial team-mate Sally
Brock, and Heather Dhondy (who also
holds a gold medal from the 1996 World
Mixed Teams) partnering Nevena Senior.
Anne Rosen and Catherine Draper completed the team, together with Martin Jones
as NPC and Sandra Penfold as Coach.

Left to right: John Holland, David Price, Peter Baxter (NPC), Colin Simpson,
Paul Hackett, Gunnar Hallberg and Ross Harper, 2009 World Seniors Champions.
Philadelphia, Paul, John and Gunnar won
again, this time playing with Americans
Reese Milner and Gary Hayden.

The Juniors
In the Junior game England has had two
notable successes in the 1980s and 1990s
when Raymond Brock ran the youth
squad and was the non-playing captain.
The first English players to win the World
Junior Teams Championship for the
Ortiz-Patino Trophy, in 1989, were John
Hobson, Derek Patterson, Andrew Robson,
John Pottage, and twin brothers Gerald
and Stuart Tredinnick. John Hobson and
John Pottage have retired completely
from bridge, but the other four have gone
on to make their mark on the national
and international scene.

The team was nearly handicapped
severely when Andrew Robson, no doubt
lost in a world of finessing and trump
coups, cycled into a parked truck en route
to the championships in Nottingham.
Fortunately a pile of woodcuttings broke
his fall, and he emerged with only
scratches and bruises.
Six years later, in 1995, it was a different
team that was representing us: Justin and
Jason Hackett, along with Tom Townsend
and Jeffrey Allerton, and Danny Davies
partnering Phil Souter. Again Raymond
Brock was NPC, with Phil King as Coach.
A recurring theme throughout my
research was to discover that many of the
players in one category would become
administrators in another, so captains for
one event were players for another. All of
them give their time for free and it’s good
to think that they are giving back as captains
what they received as players.

Youth Bridge

The British 1989 Junior World Champions team. From the left: Sandra Landy (Coach),
John Pottage, Gerald Tredinnick, Andrew Robson, Raymond Brock (NPC),
Derek Patterson, Stuart Tredinnick and John Hobson.
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Finally, the World Championships for the
Under 21s only started in 2006, but
England have already chalked up two
silver medals – in 2008 at the World Bridge
Games in Beijing (Ben Paske, Ed Jones,
Tom Paske, Adam Hickman, Daniel
McIntosh, Robert Myers, Coach Alan
Shillitoe, NPC Michael Byrne), and at the
World Series in 2010 in Philadelphia (Tom
Paske, Graeme Robertson, James Paul,
Daniel McIntosh, Shivam Shah, Tom
Rainforth, Coach and Captain as above).
Will we be seeing these rising stars
featuring in World Championships in the
future? Only time will tell – and I hope
that you will all be supporting them
through it.
r
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SHEFFIELD BRIDGE CLUB IS 75 THIS YEAR
by Jean Rogers

Photo: Sue Wormald

IT was with great delight that we at Sheffield
tenets of Best Behaviour @ Bridge. New
Sheffield is lucky. It has an energetic and
Bridge Club discovered we are celebrating
players feel welcomed and included, and
enthusiastic committee led by chairman
our 75th Anniversary in the same year as the
become regular members.
Margaret Johnson. We can run seven
EBU. Sheffield Bridge Club was opened on
Our recruitment drive is supported by a
duplicate sessions a week with volunteer
22nd September 1936 – just four months
team of EBU-trained teachers. We have
directors and scorers. Each playing session
after the EBU was founded. As we reflect on
around 80 people learning bridge each week
is organised by an EBU trained director.
these past 75 years, Sheffield BC acknowl– many of whom we expect to join the club
This team is being expanded this summer
edges the value of the EBU’s leadership in
in due course. We provide a range of
when we will hold a series of EBU Club TD
the world of bridge, and is proud to have
duplicate sessions both in the daytime and
training courses.
been an enthusiastic partner.
in the evening to suit a variety of levels
A duplicate session at the modern
Sheffield BC had its first meeting on
which we find is essential to the process of
Sheffield BC would be unrecognisable to a
Wednesday October 21st, 1936. For most of
learning and developing confidence in
member who was playing in 1936. Today we
the first year members play ed rubber
playing bridge. The EBU’s approach to
deal boards by means of a computer and
bridge for tuppence (old money) a
stratification will enrich these sessions.
score electronically. We are able to get imhundred and ‘table up’
mediate results and imwas called. We intend to
prove our play by studyinvite present members
ing the hands. All this
to re-enact this expehas come about through
rience during our week
the dedication of our
of festivities. Many
vol unteer mem bers
ladies, we anticipate,
with the support of the
will dress appropriately
EBU. You can read all
for the occasion in hats
about us on-line at
w w w.sheffieldbridge
and gloves.
club.co.uk.
We still play in the
So – how are we going
same building as the
to celebrate? We will
founders of the club.
have a week of fun and
Initially it was rented
serious bridge playing
but in 1948 our beau(18th-25th September)
tiful Victorian house
beginning with a local
was bought by the club
Swiss Teams event, folfor £1800. To us, the
lowed by a rubber
house and the club are
bridge session at 1936
one. Despite the probstakes, a ‘battle of the
lems, we are grateful to
those who had the A ‘dress rehearsal’ for the re-enactment of bridge 1936-style at Sheffield Bridge Club. sexes’, a record-breaking
foresight to leave us In the picture are: Margaret Johnson (Chair), Ann Wall (Vice-Chair), Ann Cockerell marathon, a pie and pea
supper, a local top
such a lovely place.
(House Chair) Judy Jackson (Committee Member) and Mary Whyms (Committee
teams competition and
We will celebrate this
Member). The gents are still to be convinced to dust off their DJs!
a student competition.
year as success fully
The final event will be a gala dinner with
Sheffield Bridge Club members are
turning a challenging corner. Like all clubs,
bridge – and, guess what, we will be
keen, competitive players. Many of them
we have suffered a decline in membership
inviting the Chair of the EBU along with
participate in EBU and other outside
because of the ageing population which
other bridge celebrities!
events. We have a dozen Grand Masters
seems to dominate the club game, yet our
Thank you, EBU, for the 75 years of
and a similar number have won national
membership numbers have not only stabiassociation you have created and a special
titles. Most recently, Toby and Ann Wall
lised but are showing signs of increasing.
thank you for the courageous and radical
won the Swiss Pairs event at this year’s
We have taken the lead from the EBU.
leadership you have so recently provided.
EBU Overseas Congress in Turkey, and
Our club is well known for its high
We, in Sheffield, are proud to be an
our A team have won the Yorkshire League
standard of play but it also has a wellaffiliated club and particularly proud to
and will represent Yorkshire in the Garden
deserved reputation as a warm and
celebrate our 75th Anniversary alongside
Cities, an event we have won twice in
friendly place to spend an evening.
yours. We look forward to the next 75
recent years.
Encouraged by the EBU’s policy, we have
years.
r
Like all clubs we depend on volunteers.
implemented with determination the
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PRIZE LEADS QUIZ

PRIZEQ
LEADS
QUIZ
UIZ

Alan Mould

Hand 1
´ 62
™ A87
t J4
® 10 8 6 4 3 2

www.piatnik.co.uk
( 020 8661 8866
West

North

East

Pass
Pass
Pass

2t
4NT
6´

Pass
Pass
Dble

MICHAEL CLAYTON is a former Editor of
Horse and Hound, and Editor-in-Chief of
Country Life and The Field. Richard has
written over twenty books, and his latest,
an illustrated history of the Belvoir Hunt,
is published by Merlin Unwin this year.
South
1´
3´
5™
All Pass

Pick your lead out of: (a) ™A; (b) tJ;
(c) ®10; (d) ®4.
This charming twin-pack of Piatnik playing
cards (‘Summer in Paris’) is the prize on
offer this month.
For information on the new Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk.

Hand 2
´ KJ652
™ Q5
t A62
® 532

West

North

East

1´
Pass

Pass
3NT

2™
Dble

Solutions to April Quiz: pages 20-21
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South
1®
2NT
All Pass

Hand 3
´ 72
™ Q7532
t 862
® A64

by June 20th, 2011.
West

North

East

Pass

3NT

Dble

How did you start playing bridge?
I used to play poker as a young reporter
but considered bridge a waste of time. My
wife Marilyn started playing bridge six
years ago. She persuaded me to take up the
game, but I made very little real progress
learning at home. Then a friend suggested
we attend Stamford (Lincs) Bridge Club’s
Wednesday morning workshop sessions.
Listening to Graham Hedley every week
explaining the game lucidly, with blackboard illustrations, suddenly made the
game more explicable – and enjoyable.
How often do you play?
We play two or three times a week, once at
the club, and often at home with friends.

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´5; (b) ™Q; (c)
™5; (d) tA.

Entries to the Editor,
23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR,
or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk
Please make sure you include your full
postal address AND rank
even if entering by e-mail and/or
you have entered before!

Michael Clayton

OPENING leads are often subjective and virtually
any opening lead can be successful some of the
time. However, bridge is in many ways a game of
percentages and therefore certain leads will gain
more often than others. In each issue you will be
given three hands and the bidding on each, and
you are asked to choose your opening leads from
those proposed by our Quizmaster. The answers
will be in the next issue. In each problem you are
on lead as West.

makers of playing cards since 1824

There are three categories in our
competition: up to and including Master;
up to and including Regional Master;
and those with higher ranking. Please
indicate on the top left-hand corner of
the envelope, or in the e-mail subject
line, the category for which you are
entering. The first correct entry in each
category out of a hat will win the
prize. The Editor’s decision is final.

The Two-minute Interview

South
1NT
All Pass

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´7; (b) ™3; (c)
t8; (d) ®A.

What does bridge mean to you?
It’s been a tremendous boon, especially in
the last two severe winters when night falls
in mid-afternoon in the East Midlands. I
have made new friends I would otherwise
not have met. Now in my latter seventies,
and suffering a few infirmities, it has given
me a new interest I much appreciate. I fear
I shall continue ‘bumping along the bottom’
as a competitive player, but sometimes I
surprise myself by what can be achieved. I
had not realised previously how varied and
interesting bridge can be.
If you could change one thing about
bridge, what would it be?
I would seek to limit the huge proliferation
of complicated conventions. I think they
put off many would-be players, and I do
not believe that some of the way-out conventions are really of much use even to the

experts.
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A Bidding Problem
by B.H. Davies
This article is reproduced from the October 1936 issue of Bridge Magazine.
We are indebted to Sandra Landy for spotting it and to Mark Horton, editor of Bridge Magazine, for permission
to reprint it. Also, thanks are due to our resident experts – Andrew Robson and Andrew Kambites –
for a contemporary take on a 75-year-old problem
LAST night at a score of Game All I surveyed the following freak
hand after three passes:

´
™
t
®

4
6
K.Q.10.9.8
A.K.Q.10.7.3

system. Lederer, as judged by his book, might bid ‘Three Clubs’
on it, leaving his partner to risk ‘Three No-Trumps’ on
protection in at least two other suits. But the opener would have
to rescue ‘Three No-Trumps’ into ‘Four Diamonds,’ and the
contract might wind up in ‘Four No-Trumps.’

3. — Barton Club.
The hand does not qualify for a strong opening ‘One Club.’
Neither does it qualify for ‘Three Clubs’, by which Major Barton
implies a game bid if partner can furnish one quick trick, and for
which he demands at least a solid seven-card trump suit.
Nevertheless, I think Major Barton would call ‘Two Clubs’ on this
hand.

It strikes me as a somewhat exacting test of bidding systems, because
with a silent partner and twenty-four cards in major suits massed
against one, there is a grave risk of the enemy finding an effective bid
in Hearts or Spades, if they are allowed to open conversations, whilst
its defensive power probably consists of
4. — Beasley.
no more than two tricks.
An optimist might hope that his
silent partner would ultimately double
The Modern View . . .
any high call in a major suit, as the
distribution is freakish. There is also
Andrew Robson says:
some risk that partner may be
The failure of either oppotempted to essay an impossible slam.
nent to open the bidding,
That vague factor commonly known
given modern style frisky
as ‘card sense’ suggests that any
openers – especially in
opening bid on this hand should
thir dp osit ion – lead sm e
emphatically be of a more or less preto beli eve  tha t partner is
emptive and deterrent character. Let
stac
kedfullofmajors;thatthereisno
us see what bid is justified by the
needto
goc
razyandopen,say5®.Therefore
more popular systems:
Iwould

1. — Culbertson.
No force is permitted by the Blue
Book. Outside the Blue Book
Culbertson has permitted a forcing
‘Two’ bid on a hand containing
‘more honour-tricks than losers.’
He has not formulated any basis for
counting losers. This hand has three
honour-tricks and three losers at
least. Opener may choose between
‘One Club’ and ‘Five Clubs.’

2. — Two Club.
It does not qualify for a force by this
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open a quiet 1®, planning to bid
and rebid
diamonds thereafter to show my
good 5-6
shape.
I strongly disapprove of opening
 1t then
bidding clubs:I wouldhardlylik
emypartner
togiveastudiousfalsepreference
backtodiamondsholdingtx-xand®x-x-x
.
The negative inferences of the
opposing
passes would be much weaker
in 1936: the
opponents couldeasilybothpassan
dbecold
for ten or eleven tricks in a majo
r, making a
highclubbidmuch morereason
able.

The point count is fourteen, as
neither the long trumps nor the
singletons have any point value until
support has been received from
partner. A fourteen point hand is
minimum value for a hand just better
than moderate, and by the system
justified only the stupid and
dangerous bid of ‘One Club.’

5. — Losing Count.
The hand has three losers. Deducting
one loser for assumed trump control
(not too safe an assumption with such
a freak distribution) a ‘Five Clubs’
opening is justifiable.

6. — British Bridge.
On Capt. Kempson’s book this hand
represents a bid of ‘Four Clubs’.
It will be noted that four of the six
systems under review (or five, if we give
Culbertson the benefit of the doubt)
embody enough card sense to permit
the pre-emptive bid which is absolutely
essential to safety on such a freak deal.
The deal may now be set out in full:
(See next page)
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´
™
t
®

´ J.x.x
™ Q.J.x
t A.x.x.x
® x.x.x
A.x.x.x.x
´ 4
A.x.x.x.x N
™ 6
E
W
x
t K.Q.10.9.8
S
8.x
® A.K.Q.10.7.3
´ K.Q.x.x
™ K.x.x.x
t J.x.x
® J.x

I was playing Culbertson with a somewhat unenterprising
partner, fond of insisting on her own suits, and the actual auction
went after I illegitimately stretched our system to force:
South
NoBid
NoBid
NoBid
NoBid

West
NoBid
2´
3™
4™

North
NoBid
NoBid
NoBid
NoBid

East
2®
3®
4t
5®

A small Spade was opened, and as South foolishly discarded a
Diamond when squeezed gently with trumps, I made Six Clubs.r

The Modern View . . .
Andrew Kambites says:
Nowadays the so-called Rule of
15isthebible.Infourthseatyou
are supposed to add your high
card points to your number of
spadesandonlyopenifthetotal
comes to 15. The reasons are
broadly sensible: if you make a
borderlineopeninginfourthseat,youcanexpect
acompetitiveauctiontodevelopandifyouropponents own the spade suit they can outbid you.
However, as with all guidelines, common sense is
necessary.Easthasagoodhand.Givepartnerthe
tAandgamelookshighlylikely.Iexpecttooutbid
opponentsuptothefivelevel,soIwouldnotbe
wiping the sweat from my forehead in relief that
thiscomesto15.Iwouldopen1® withaspringin
my step, intending to reverse into diamonds and
repeatdiamonds(toshow6-5shape).
How about the spades? If I hear a 1´ overcall
fromleft-handopponentandright-handopponent
raisesto4´,Iaminagainwith4NT,showingthe
minorswithlongerclubsthandiamonds.
Whatifpartnerhasatotalmisfitandwesuffera
penalty?Ismilesweetlyandgetonwiththenext
hand. You cannot succeed at bridge if you are
dominatedbyfear.

44

EnglishBridgeJune 2011

OBITUARIES
JAnE PREddy
JANE PREDDY was born in 1928 and
started playing bridge at the age of 12,
when her grandmother taught her the
rudiments of the game in the air raid
shelters during the Blitz. In the 1940s
she played much Canasta with Terence
Reese and her first, late husband,
William Preddy, as well as bridge with
many of the big names of the time
including ‘Skid’ Simon.
Having enjoyed a string of successes on the national bridge
scene in the late 1940s, Jane stopped playing in order to raise a
family. She returned to bridge in the 1980s, when she revitalised
her international career; among other successes, she represented
Great Britain in the World Championships in Japan in 1991. But
it was in the early 1980s that Jane made her most significant
contribution to bridge, when she founded the West of England
Bridge Club in Bristol, a club that nurtured future internationals
such as Andrew Robson, Marc Smith and David Carlisle, with
whom Jane lived for the last thirty years and married in 2003.
Jane turned out to be an exceptional teacher who attracted a very
devoted following.
Jane retired from Bristol to Kent, where she took up golf, in the
late 1980s but soon after she moved again. First she briefly comanaged the Acol Club in London together with Andrew Robson;
then she followed David Carlisle first to Aberystwyth, where he
gained a PhD, and later to Essex, where he became a school
teacher.
Jane Preddy loved life and was much loved by all her family
and friends. She leaves her second husband, four daughters and
a son. She had thirteen grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren.

MATThEw hOSkInS
WE are sad to report the death of
Matthew Hoskins, from Sussex, who
was a member of the Horsham ‘A’
team that recently won the 2009-2010
NICKO competition. Matthew was 51,
and a very successful and popular player on the national bridge scene. Our
thoughts are with his wife, Liz.

BIll McCARThy
WE are sad to report the death of Bill
McCarthy, who received the
Dimmie Fleming award for services to
bridge last October. He was an active
member of the Oxfordshire Tournament Committee for several years, and
a stalwart of both the Thame and
Aylesbury clubs. He was a popular and
friendly figure and will be much
missed.
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COUNTY NEWS
www.avoncba.org.uk
IN the National Pairs
Regional Final, congra tul ations to the
following, who qualified for the National
Final: Alan Jones –
Andrew Urbanski (3rd); Mike Elliott –
Tim Brierley (4th); Mike Short –
Gwynn Davis (5th); Gareth Evans –
Myles Ellison (8th).
Cathy and Andy Smith won both the
Avon County Pairs and County Mixed
Pairs, successfully defending the latter
title. In the County Pairs, 2nd place went
to Steve Tomlinson – Ralph Smith and
3rd to Mike Huggins – Irene Robinson;
these three pairs are eligible to represent
the county in the Corwen Trophy.
Congratulations to the team led by
John Styles (Barbara Bush, Barbara and
Peter Freeman) for winning the Newcomers League and thereby earning promotion to League 3 just ahead of Judy
Archer’s team. The County Knockout was
won by Andrew, Cathy and Ralph Smith
and Steve Tomlinson; they are eligible to
represent the county in the Pachabo.
In the Gold Cup, the only Avon team
through to the last 32 is that of Tim
Brierley, Mike Elliott, Paul Keightley
and Peter Sampson.
In the NICKO, Irene Robinson, Mike
Huggins, Aidan Schofield, Robert Covill
and Jeremy Rickard are through to the
last 16 while in the NICKO Plate the
teams led by Gareth Evans and Andrew
Urbanski have reached the last 32. All
three teams are representing the West of
England club.
In the Avon/Wiltshire Green Point
Weekend, David Jones, in partnership
with Rob Lawy, won the Swiss Pairs,
while in the Swiss Teams the joint
winners were the Wiltshire team of Pat
Davies, Keith Williamson, Katherine
Hodgson, Roy France, and the Avon
team of Alan and David Jones, Andrew
Urbanski, Trevor Ward.

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
THE County Pairs Final
winners in February were
John Hurst – David
Willett with 61.7%, while
the County Plate consolation competition held
in the evening was won by Stewart Pye –
Chris Challinor. Wardown won the Inter
club Teams-of-8 in February, in which
seven teams competed. Rita and Brian
Keable won the Mixed Pairs in March
while Alan and Saroj Ellis won the
Seniors’ Pairs in the same month; Ann
and David Gilling won the Veterans’
trophy in this event.
The élite Bedfordshire team of Alan
Oddie, David Harris, Ron Davis and Bill
Hood came out on top in the One-Day
Swiss Teams Green-pointed Event held in
March at the Vauxhall Riverside venue
in Luton, against a strong line-up of
competitors. Alan Oddie – Iain Roberts
also came 3rd in the Premier Life
Masters at Daventry.
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The current leader for the Jon Williams Victor Ludorum Trophy for best
overall county competition results is
Monica Lucy, with only the league and
knockout results to be added. The leading non-experts are John and Ros
Bateman jointly, narrowly heading
Susan Ford by 1 point who is 1 point
ahead of her spouse, Brian.
For those who have qualified, the
Champions’ Trophy is being held at Wilstead on June 9 starting at 7.30 pm.
Diary Date: June 26, One-Day Swiss
Teams Event, Vauxhall Riverside, Luton;
further details from the BBA website.

Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
THE Improver Pairs is run
as two separate events –
the A Flight was won by
Sue Lowe – Caroline Kallipatis and the B Flight, for
those new to duplicate, by
Dot Dunnett – Paul Ellis.
The two ‘club’ competitions had their
finals; the Teams for the Committee Cup
was won by David Calcutt, Dave Green,
David Owen and Mary Hughes representing Ascot, ahead of Peter and Dee
Lindon, Harvey Bengen and Richard
Palmer of New Amersham; Richard
won the Pairs for the Waller Bowl with
Dick Davey, with Colin Bailey – David
Pinder 2nd; Martyn Jordan – Rod Plank
won the non-expert prize. Bob Holder –
Joan Murphy won the Mixed Pairs
ahead of Charles and Jenny Chisnall.
Charles also won the Seniors Pairs with
David Owen, and Bruce Leslie – John
Spiers took the Veterans prize.
Congratulations to the new winners
of the County Teams Knock-out, Nick
Doe, Simon Husband, Michele and
David Barker, defeating Peter Hawkes,
John Howard, Mike Perkins, Tim Rees,
Ian Reissmann in the final; they will
represent BBCBA in the Pachabo.
There have been a number of good
performances in national competitions.
As mentioned last time, the final of the
Silver Plate was between two BBCBA
teams and was won by Reading BC
(Mike Perkins, Tim Rees, Ian Reissmann,
Peter Hawkes). In addition, Ed Scerri –
Richard Palmer won the Grand Masters,
Simon Cope and Richard Bowdery are
in the final of the Hubert Phillips and
Matthew and Heather Tan were 3rd overall in the Portland Pairs.
Diary dates: June 5, Friendly Pairs,
SBBC; June 19, Multiple Teams/AGM,
Windsor; Sunday June 26, Green Point
Swiss Teams, also at Windsor.

went on to win the National Final as well.
Marion and Trevor King won the
County Swiss Pairs, with Andre Kueh –
Jonathan Cairns 2nd and Malcolm
Anderson – Stephen Goodwin 3rd.
Colin Holehouse – David Mansell were
the leading pair ranked 1* Master or
below.
Maureen Cahill – Jean Murray won
the Novice Pairs Tournament, with Pat
Pett – Charles Blackwell 2nd and Graham
and Sue Oates 3rd. Chris Jagger, Julian
Wightwick, Catherine Jagger, Jonathan
Mestel won the County Knockout,
beating Catherine Curtis’s team in the
final. Matt May, Niel Pimblett, Trevor
Martin and Tristan Williams won the
County Plate, beating Wendy Pollard’s
team in the final.
Cambridge (Rod Oakford, Sue Oakford, Mike Seaver, Julian Wightwick,
Victor Milman, Nadia Stelmashenko,
Paul Fegarty, Catherine Curtis) won the
Garden Cities Qualifier.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
JERSEY results: the Jersey District Winter
Cup has been played over 7 months with
players submitting their 5 best results
with different partners: 1. John Honey;
2. Marion Miles; 3. Carl Harrison.
District Ladies’ Pairs: 1. Jackie Rumball –
Sue Rankin; 2. Jane Knight – Marion
Miles. District Men’s Pairs: 1. Mike Newman – Paul Reed; 2. Robert Brouard –
Carl Harrison. County Mixed Pairs:
1. Peter and Gill Pitcher; 2. Howard
Basden-Smith – Ann Burnett; 3. Chris
Hill – Jane Knight. County Teams:
1. Brian Youd, Sue Rankin, Howard
Basden-Smith, Marion Miles; this team
went on to play the final vs Guernsey.
GUERNSEY results: District Open Pairs:
1. James Fattorini – John Seymour;
2. Brenda Lihou – Brenda Walker. Island
Bridge Club Restricted Pairs – Upper Division: 1. Cliff Drillot – Kathryn Evans;
2. Anne Babbe – Barbara Hunter; Lower
Division: 1. Marilyn Robilliard – Brian
Powell; 2. George Shaw – Geoff Elliott.
Individual: 1. John Seymour; 2. Cliff
Drillot; County Mixed Pairs Qualifier:

1. Lynne Williamson – John Hibbs;
2. Robert Plumley – Susie Farnon. County
Teams: 1. Robert Plumley, Susie Farnon,
Lynda Mildon, Alistair Kent and Colin
Tostevin; 2. Mike and Margaret Allen, Liz
Thomson and Andy Hall. The Plumley
team then went on to a comprehensive
win against the team from Jersey.

Cornwall
www.cornwallbridge.co.uk
WADEBRIDGE won the
Club Teams of Eight and
qualified for the regional
semi-final. Newquay were
runners-up.
Richard Draycott – Ian
Macfarlane won the John
Perks Cup, the county’s
Green-Pointed Pairs Championship,
from Viv Mably – Celia Bishop. Both
pairs qualify for the Corwen Trophy.
The third successful Cornwall Congress at Falmouth was dominated by two
pairs, Warner and Louise Solomon
(Devon) and English internationals
Rhona and Bernard Goldenfield, but
there were good results for other players
and Cornish pairs did well in some
competitions. The Newcomers Pairs
produced the weekend’s best score,
69.84% by Margaret Pickering – Morag
Reeve, with Barbara Shipley – Catherine
Harris 2nd. Open Pairs competitions
were won by Chris Stevens – Hilary
Brain (Dorset) from the Goldenfields,
and by the Goldenfields from Peter
Scott – Maureen Brinton. Val Pitman –
David Stone were the leading qualifiers
for the Championship Pairs from the
Solomons, who won the final from the
Goldenfields, who narrowly beat John
King – Jenny Cant, past and present
Congress Secretaries. The secondary
final was won by Shirley Goodwin –
Brian Crack (Kent) from Chris
Stevens – Hilary Brain; Sallie Green –
Rob Mabley won the tertiary final from
Frank and Pat Littlewood (Sheffield).
The Solomons and the Goldenfields,
playing together, won the Swiss Teams
from Val and Steve Kennewell, Margaret
and Peter Lane (Swansea).

Cambs and Hunts
www.cambsbridge.org.uk
THERE was great success for Cambs &
Hunts players at the Ranked Masters
Pairs: Chris Jagger – Ian Pagan won the
Premier Grand Masters, Tanawan Watts –
Dominic Clark won the Regional Masters;
Henry Lockwood – Matthew Johnson
won the Masters (see photo on right).
Catherine and Chris Jagger won the
National Pairs Regional Final, with Rod
Oakford – Mike Seaver 2nd, and then

Photo: Gill Pain

Avon

Cambs & Hunts winners at the Ranked Masters Pairs: (from the left)
Tanawan Watts, Dominic Clark, Henry Lockwood, Matthew Johnson
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Congratulations to Colin Pote – Pat
Meade, winners of the Marie GregsonBrown Pairs from Rod Bell – Owen
Prior.
Congratulations also to Betty Ratcliffe,
who has celebrated her 95th birthday.
She used to play at Falmouth and Truro,
and in County competitions, and still
enjoys social bridge.

Cumbria
www.ccdba.co.uk
IT was good to welcome friends old and
new to the annual Cumbria Congress at
the Windermere Hydro. The Championship Pairs event was won by Catherine
Draper – Andrew Woodcock (Lancashire). The Swiss Teams winners were
Celia and Derek Oram with Malcolm
Harris and Maria Budd, who also won
the Consolation Pairs. The Ladies’ Pairs
competition was won by Maureen
McConkey – Sue Woodcock. There were
local winners of the Gents’ Pairs with
David Strawbridge – John Farmer prevailing. It was also time to say a tearful
farewell to our long-serving Tournament Director, Roland Bolton, who
decided reluctantly that this would be
his last Cumbrian visit. We wish him all
the best for the future.
Four teams contested the Inter-Club
Teams of Eight held at Barrow-inFurness. The worthy winners were Eden
Bridge Club from Carlisle (Ian Reeves,
Tony Bartlett, Geoff Thomson, Joan
Mossop, Adam Aitken, Ian Smith,
Rosemary Jackson and John Turner).
The Championship Teams was won
by Ian Reeves, Tony Bartlett, Peter
Mollart and William Thompson who
beat John MacLachlan, Bruce Denwood,
Peter Boardman and Glenda Lloyd in
the final. They will represent Cumbria
in the Pachabo and we wish them well.
The Eden Swiss Teams was a very
close affair with John MacLachlan,
Bruce Denwood, Peter Boardman and
Glenda Lloyd winning on a split tie
from Adam Aitken, Ian Smith, Tony
Bartlett and Christine Edwards.
Diary dates: next year’s Cumbria

Congress is at the Windermere Hydro in
Bowness-on-Windermere, starting on
Friday 16th March. See you there!

Derbyshire
www.dcba.org.uk
DERBYSHIRE recently
hosted the East Midlands
Bridge Academy Mixed
Pairs and Midlands Flitch
at the DCBA head quarters in Spondon.
Both awards were won by John and
Irene Auld. In the Eric White Cup, Alex
Hoggs, Peter Kelly, John Griffin, Howard
Melbourne, Don Smedley will go forward to represent Derbyshire in the
Pachabo. The Eric White subsidiary
trophy was won by Wendy Watson, John
Squires, Rob Turner, Mary Whyms,
Derek Hopkinson, Roger Taylor, and the
Winter Plate by Malcolm Young, Trevor
Pilkington, Keith Sherwood and Mike
Spencer.
In the teams of eight Winter Intertown League, Second Division winners
were British Rail B; Third Division, East
Midlands Red; Fourth Division, Matlock
B; Fifth Division, Belper Black, Sixth
Division, Matlock C.
Diary dates: June 8 sees the start of
the summer pairs Smedley Salver competition. The Gerry Fletcher Individual
is to be held on Wednesday 22nd June.
For all future competitions please see
the DCBA website www.dcba.org.uk.

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS
to Joy Pellow – Jacek
Pietrzck who won the
Devon County Pairs.
The first three pairs go
on to represent Devon in the Corwen
Trophy in June; thanks to Dick Andrews
for directing.
The North Devon Congress, March
18-20, was a great success thanks to the
hard work of Carol Ritzen, Richard
Carter and Brenda Martin. Congratula-

tions to David Southcombe – Tim
Dickinson, who won the Swiss Pairs,
and Ann Slee, Alison Pollock, Brigid
McElroy and Ruth Edmondson, who
won the Swiss Teams. Congratulations
also to Warner and Louise Solomon who
won both the Championship Pairs and
the Swiss Teams (playing with Rhona
and Bernard Goldenfield) at the Cornwall Congress in April.
The Devon Congress, April 8-10, held
at the Palace Hotel, Torquay, was very
successful, with 55 tables for the Pairs
and 58 for the Teams; thanks to everyone
who helped especially Terence Treeby,
Marion Kelsey and Pam Ward, and
David Jones and his team for directing.
Congratulations to Ros Concannon –
Dave Hinkins who won the Swiss Pairs
and to Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield,
Alan and Jette Bailey, who won the Swiss
Teams. The Devon Winter Pairs 2010-11
was won overall by Steve Dooley –
Graham Penney.

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
HARDWICK Cup: 1.
Miles Cowling, Martin
Brook, Helen Ackroyd,
Ann Sharples; 2. Hugh
Kevill-Davies, Sarah Fazakerley, Claire
Hillyard, Richard Vessey; 3. Pat Savage,
Jo Whitty, Audrey Macleod, Joan Meech.
Garden Cities Qualifier: 1. Weymouth
Bridge Club (Bob Mott, Ann Sharples,
Hiliary Brain, Chris Stevens, John
Askew, Brian Browse, Clive Russell,
Niclas Samuelsson); 2. Wimborne Bridge
Club (John Gardner, Margot Wilson,
Mark Hooper, Phil Norman, Richard
Vessey, Claire Hillyard, Mike Pownall,
Martyn Hill-Jones).
Gee Trophy: 1. Richard Vessey, Claire
Hillyard, John Gardner, Margot Wilson;
2. Roy Riley, David Gill, Eugene Sheehan,
Doris Hutchinson; 3. John Howitt,
Marion Howitt, Richard Dewe, Margaret
Williamson. Dorset Knockout: the final
is between Roy Riley, David Gill, Doris
Hutchinson, Chris Guy and Ann
Sharples, Bob Mott, Keith Bartlett,
Barry Cantello. The winners represent
Dorset in the Pachabo.
Weymouth A (Chris Stevens, Milary
Brain, Hannah Kearns, Eileen Rundle,
Alastair Cowley) have reached the 5th
round of the NICKO.
Diary dates: June 26, Dorset Green
Point Swiss Teams (Holders: Keith Bennett, Andrew Bennett, Tracy Adams,
Steve Tearle), Hamworthy Club, Canford
Magna, Wimborne.
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Chesterfield BC (Derbys) approaches its 60th anniversary, celebrated
by the young and old. Alex Vermeulen (15), pictured left with father Bill,
joined the club aged 12 for lessons, and is now becoming a successful player.
Ken Nicholls, age 90-plus, completes the contrasting picture.
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www.essexbridge.co.uk
IN the King’s Lynn Congress, Sue French (playing with Beryl Kerr)
was 5th in the Norfolk
Cup for Pairs (A); Sue
and Chris Taylor won the
Markwell Trophy for Pairs (C). In the
Swiss Teams, Roger and Jill Tattersfield
(playing with Rick Hanley and Jeff
Orton) finished 2nd.
Good results were achieved in the

Portland Pairs by Ann and Peter Clark
who won the Welwyn Garden City heat
and finished 18th nationally; Sheena
Millins – Bernie Hunt were 4th in the
Tunbridge Wells heat and finished 30th
overall.
The only Essex players to qualify for
the final of the National Pairs were
Margaret Curtis – David Sherman.
Prizewinners in the EBU Master Point
Ranking List for 2010 were Margaret
Rastin (level 4), Sharon Glover (level 5)
and P. Hariram (level 6).
Other recent Essex competitions:
Essex Spring Seniors Pairs: 1. Peter
Williamson – Derek Stewart; 2. Alan
Green – Frank Morrison; 3. Roger and
Jill Tattersfield. Seniors Trophy (best
results from all three Seniors events):
1= Alan Cohen and Bob Hair; 3= Alan
Green and Frank Morrison. Gwen Herga
Trophies: Ladies: 1. Catriona Lovett –
Maureen Vede; 2. Ann Clark – Helen
McVeigh; 3. Jill Hair – Yvonne Dias.
Men: 1. Chris Chorley – Michael Wren;
2. John Peacock – George Vede; 3. Ray
Clarke – Simon Moorman.
Helliar Trophy: 1. Mountnessing C
(Dennis Valtisiaris, Fran Alexander, Frank
Morrison and Paul Mollison); 2. Mountnessing A (Margaret Curtis, Peter Oake,
John Sutcliffe and Alan Eames);
3. Hutton A (Ray Clarke, Simon Moorman, Albert Kitchin and David Clark).
Chelmsford BC qualified to represent
Essex in the Garden Cities Trophy.
Diary dates: June 19, George Curtis
Swiss Teams. July 13, Summer Seniors
Pairs. July 23-24, Essex/Herts One Day
Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams.

Gloucestershire
www.gcba.org.uk
THE important date
for your diary is the
Gloucestershire / Herefordshire Green Point
Event. It is being held at
Ross-on-Wye on July Sat. 23 (Swiss
Pairs) and Sun. 24 (Swiss Teams).
The final positions were settled in
the County League. Congratulations to
Richard Butland, Richard Chamberlain,
Paul Denning, Andrew Kambites, Chris
Kinloch, winners of Div. 1; Paul Ford,
Kanwar Rahim, Guy van der Gucht,
Peter Walker, Div. 2; Andrew Coutman,
Nigel Hayman, Mary Jones, Cynthia
Moore, Div. 3. The new season doesn’t
start until the end of September so
plenty of time to get a team organised
for next season. All are welcome.
The Swiss Teams also came to its end
with Paul Denning, Patrick Shields,
John Stirrup, Norman Grieve winning
the Winter Teams Final played between
the top four teams; Tony Hill, Peter
Waggett, Mark Rogers, Peter Walker
Alan Wearmouth won the Second Final
played between the next four teams. Ian
and Val Constable, Richard Harris and
Anne Swannell won the Consolation
Final for the other teams.
John Councer – Chris R Smith won
the Spring Pairs after a recount, by one
match point ahead of Lindsay Geddes –
Patrick Shields. Mr B Forster and Mrs A
McCulloch won the No Fear Cup with

www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS
Mrs D Evans – Mrs M Bridgewater 2nd.
Newent 1 (Paul Ford, Guy Van der
Gucht, Francis Nightingale, Janet Miles,
Ron Carter, Kanwar Rahim, Hylary
Kingham, Marek Siejka) won the Rank
Xerox Teams of Eight competition.
Lindsay Geddes, Wendy Angseesing,
Dan Macintosh, Graham Sadie, Tony
Hill, Alan Wearmouth, Roger Scofield
and Tony Letts won the Inter-Club Teams
of Eight and will represent Gloucestershire in the Garden Cities competition.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
CONGRATULATIONS to
John Dakin – Richard
Harris for their 2nd place
in the Grand Masters
section of the National
Ranked Masters Pairs, and to Dave
Hinkin – Ros Concanon who won the
Pairs at the Devon Congress in Torquay.
Also well done to the following county
event winners: Candover Mini-Swiss:
1. Steve Auchterlonie, Andy Hughes,
Dave Huggett, Steve Preston; 2= Chris
and Richard Ray, Mike Fythian, Tony
Olech, and Claire and Martin Bevan,
Keith Bennett, Andrew Bennett. IBM
Simultaneous Pairs: 1. Alan Shore – Patty
Clover; 2. Roy Evans – Maarten Van Der
Kolk; 3. Roy Thearle – Peter Aubeck. No
Fear Pairs: 1. Gary Batchelor – Derek
Flux; 2. Carol Parkes – Marian Grasso.
Diary Dates: June 5, AGM (12 noon)
plus Finale Ranked Pairs (2pm). June 19,
Hill Head Mini-Swiss Teams. July 14,
Kidney Research Sim Pairs (clubs, nonHIWCBA event). All the above are to be
held in Romsey and start at 2pm. unless
otherwise listed. Entries: Lillian Craigen,
at least one week before please ( 02380
254276 or lillian.craigen@sky.com.

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
HEREFORDSHIRE players congratulate
Alice Kaye on qualifying for the England
Lady Milne team, who were the joint
winners of this event.
The Inter-Club Teams League was won
by Hereford C, followed by Wyeside B
and Hereford B.
Hereford earned the right to
represent Herefordshire in the Garden
Cities Trophy for Club Teams of 8 but
only by the slimmest of margins. In the
County heat, run by the Wyeside Club,
Hereford scored 51 VPs with Fownhope
2nd with 50 and Wyeside 3rd with 49.
The Ace of Spades competition for
players ranked below Advanced Master
(run by the Ross-on-Wye Club) was
won by Richard Manuel – Ralph Rea,
with Elizabeth Lloyd-Nash – Dorothy
Green 2nd and Keith Ray – Pat Barclay
3rd.
In line with HBA events programme
policy for the year 2010-2011 of asking
affiliated clubs to host the individual
events, the Championship Pairs was run
by the Fownhope Club. Helped by the
promise of an excellent lunch, the event
attracted an entry of 30 pairs. Following
a qualifying session, the Final was won
by Mike Ralph – John Thacker; Carol

www.ebu.co.uk

and Albert Brown were 2nd and Chris
Chowney – Stephen Booth 3rd. The
Consolation Final was won by Michael
Wilkins – Barbara Ferris.
Diary dates: NOTE: it has become
necessary to change the dates of the
2011 Herefordshire and Gloucestershire
Green Point Weekend; this will now be
held on Saturday July 23 (Swiss Pairs,
starts at 1pm) and Sunday July 24 (Swiss
Teams, starts at 11am) at the Larruperz
Centre, Ross-on-Wye. The AGM of the
Herefordshire Bridge Association will
be held on Friday, Sept 9, at 7pm at the
Bartestree Village Hall, hosted by the
Marches Bridge Club.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Celia and Derek Oram
who won our premier
pairs event, the County
Championship Pairs, in
April; 2. Gerald Freedman – Barbara
Kime; 3. David Walker – Alan Kay;
4. Tugrul Kaban – Tony McWalter. They
will represent the County at the Corwen
tournament to be held in June.
Celia and Derek Oram also won the
County Seniors Pairs; 2. David Stimson –
Roger Edmonds; 3. Anne and Cliff Short.
The Marjorie Lukin Charity Cup
was won by David Stimpson – Roger
Edmonds; Stan Harding – Andrew Doye
were 2nd, Ian Kemp – Jill Mumford 3rd.
In the Newcomers / Intermediates
Stratified Pairs, congratulations go particularly to Stephen Coade – Joan
Grundon who, although newcomers,
were elevated to winners overall. Roger
Perrott – Sharon Richmond, who were
the next highest-placed newcomers,
were awarded first place in this category.
Congratulations also to the Hitchin
BC team of Roger Perrott, Sharon Richmond, Marion and Tony Watkins, who
won the Herts Cadet Teams.
On a slightly different tack, Hitchin
has become the first bridge club in the
country to be awarded charitable status.
Congratulations to all at Hitchin BC.
Diary dates: Saturday July 23, Greenpointed Swiss Pairs; Sunday July 24,
Green Pointed Swiss Teams; both events
to be held at Woodson Park, Ware.

Isle of Man
www.manxbridgeunion.org
THE main event of the
Mini-Congress held by
the Manx Bridge Union
in March produced a
tight and exciting finish.
The Sunday Pairs was held over two
sessions starting at 2pm. At the half-way
point, the leaders were Neil Kelly –
Jenny Glanz, with last year’s winners
John Large – Tadhig O’Mahony nearly
3% behind and Angie and Fred Kissack
another half a percent further back. The
second half was keenly contested and
the gap at the top narrowed, but the
positions of the three leading pairs
remained unchanged at the end, although with a margin of just 1.36%
covering them. Would it be ungallant to

note that the combined ages of the
winning pair was (circa) 170? The
Monday Pairs session resulted in a win
North-South for Cary Ellis – Marjorie
Murdock and for East-West Mary Vokins
– Judy Jeavons.
On 2nd and 3rd April, at the
invitation of the Manx Bridge Union,
John Pain from the EBU conducted an
intensive Club Tournament Directors
Training Course at the Douglas Bridge
Club. Ten volunteers attended either
with a view to qualifying or to learn
from the course, and John produced an
instructive and enlightening yet nonstressful two days of study for the
participants. All those who took part
gained a lot from the course and five of
the volunteers went on to undertake the
assessment and the taxing written tests
at the end. At the time of writing their
results are not known but, hopefully,
arising from this initiative, there will be
a small group of newly qualified directors able to perform at club level to add
to the existing panel.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
THE EBU Stratified Simultaneous Pairs were held in
March and Kent had creditable successes. National
winners were Steve
Auchterlonie – Malcolm
Lewis. Pieter Weel – Ian Cotton won the
C ‘strat’ and Fran Baillie – Ken Hancock
won the D ‘strat’, both on the Monday.
Maureen Tatham – Mick Wilkinson
won the B ‘strat’ on Wednesday. Nick
Hawkins – Brian Waters won the B ‘strat’
on Thursday. Congratulations to all!
In the EBU Ranked Masters Pairs competition, congratulations to the winners
of the National Masters, Norman Inniss –
Stefan Syplywczak. Ian Draper – Jeremy
Willans were 3rd in the Premier Grand
Masters.
Kent Seniors Pairs Championship winners, playing for the George Griffiths Cup,
were Alison Burt – Anne McGregor.
Keith Ashcroft – Michael Prior won the
Larsky Cup in the Kent Premier Pairs
Championship; 2nd were Clemency
Schofield – Malcolm Lewis.
Diary dates: Sunday July 17, Phillimore Cup (Kent Swiss Pairs Championship) and KCBA AGM, Tunbridge Wells,
11am.

Leicestershire
www.leicsbridge.org.uk
RESULTS of the final
round of county
matches against Glos:
1st team won 20-0,
2nd team lost 7-13,
3rd team won 13-7. The final standings
are: 1st team (Dawes League) 2nd, 2nd
team (Porter Cup) 3rd, and 3rd team
(Markham Trophy) 2nd. Leicestershire
finished 2nd to Warwickshire in the
merit table, which completes an excellent season for our teams.
The two annual competitions for
bridge students were well attended and
successful. Congratulations to Richard
Hopkins – Pam Bancroft, who won the
Leicester Mercury Trophy for students.
The Yates Cup, in which student pairs
play E/W against club players N/S, was
won by Paul and Linda Loveday.
After six rounds Alison Nichols –
Simon Stokes lead the Stanley Trophy
(Butler Pairs Championship), with David
Potter – David Twells 2nd. The Annual
Charity Swiss Teams organised by Barkby
BC in March was won by Judy Hill,
Simon Stokes, Richard Smith and John
Milne. The Joseph’s Bowl Final (teams of
four knockout) will be between Langley
and Odams. The final of the Butterworth
Trophy will be between Lightfoot and
Coltman. The Leicester Cup was won by
Susan and Paul Bowyer, Jim Mason and
Simon Stokes, who defeated Foster in the
final. The corresponding Plate competition was won by David and Julie Lashley,
Marcin Sakowicz and Anne Wright, who
defeated Preston in the final.
Diary dates: June 15, LCBA AGM &
Presentations, Rothley Centre. July 3,
Midland League v Oxfordshire (home).
July 14, Kidney Research Charity Simultaneous Pairs. July 23, Green Point Pairs
(Spondon). July 24, Green Point Teams
(Spondon). July 25, BGB Simultaneous
Pairs (County Bridge Club).

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
THE March Management
Committee meeting confirmed the start of the
new Champion Pairs
League competition.The
first round will be played at Lincoln
Bridge Club on Tuesday June 14.
Interested pairs should contact their

‘BRIDGE LICENSED BY THE EBU ’
When you see this in an advertisement in the magazine it means:
• The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and received, a
licence.
They
may choose to give master points in accordance with EBU
•
scales.
• These master points will be accepted and added to player records.
• The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations and bye laws,
thus affording all players the protection of playing
within the jurisdiction of the EBU.
NOTE that all County events advertised have an EBU licence.
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club representative or the Competition
Secretary, Stuart Knox, for full details.
This competition aims to get the best
players from within the county playing
regularly with and against each other, and
with those up-and-coming players who
wish to play bridge at a higher level.
The County Heat of the Garden Cities
was won by Lincoln ‘A’ (Alan Andrews,
Harry Coates, Lo Tolbitt, Mike Hirst,
John Longmuir, Terry Atkinson, Nick
Hunter, Alan Millington); runners-up
were Scunthorpe ‘B’; 3. Scunthorpe ‘A’;
4. Lincoln ‘B’; 5. Welton; 6. Louth.
The County Championships were held
at Scunthorpe Bridge Club in April. Pairs
Final: 1. Andrew King – Alan Brown;
2= Brian Smith – Ron Wall, and Dennis
Mellor – Andrew Green. Teams Final:
1. Brian Smith, Ron Wall, Maurice
Ladlow, Mo Parsons; 2. David Pettengell,
Paul Wokes, John Brocklehurst, Tony
Waine; 3. Dennis Mellor, Andrew Green,
Phillip Harland, Chris Phillips. Open
Pairs: 1. Nick Hunter – Alan Millington;
2. Maurice Lynn – Elaine Proctor;
3. Barbara and Paul Evans. Open Teams:
1. Rick Spencer, Mike Waters, Malcolm
Hammond, David Page; 2. Stuart Knox,
David Caldow, Nick Hunter, Alan
Millington; 3. Paul and Barbara Evans,
Kenneth Taylor, Edward McGeough.
Special awards: Lucy Osbourne Trophy
(Qualifying Pairs Highest Veteran Pair):
Lo Tolbutt – Mike Hirst; Margaret Briggs
Trophy (Qualifying Pairs Non-expert)
Sally and Dave Williams.
Diary dates: June 14, Champion
Pairs League, Lincoln BC. June 26, AGM
and Herbert Trophy, Dunholme. Oct 7,
Andrew Robson Seminar, Louth Golf
Club, tickets (£12); contact Deirdre Fell
( 01507 462454 promptly.

Manchester
www.lighton.btinternet.co.uk/
SPECIAL mention must
be made of the achievement of Jacqueline Rich
and Vivienne Newgrosh
in winning the Manchester Congress Ladies Pairs against formidable opposition.
22 pairs competed in the Cantor Cup
for Novices; the event was won jointly by
Sean Mekie – Ciprian Florescu and
Susan Tarr – Moira Bloomfield. The
Manchester CBA Newcomers League was
won by Sonia Hopkinson, Peter Hallsworth, Christine Barrowclough, Nick
Tarrier. John Hassett, Jeff Morris, Joy and
Irving Blakey won the Goldstone Trophy
beating Mike Clarke, Martin Braid, Alan
Jones and David Barton in the final.
In the Harrogate Spring Congress,
Michael Byrne, Tom Slater, Bernard and
Rhona Goldenfield won the Swiss Teams
by a large margin. Equal 3rd were Joyce
and Bill White, Sinead Bird and Sue
Richmond, and David Adelman.
Michael Byrne – Michael Newman and
David Debbage – John Hassett finished
2nd and 3rd respectively in the
Northern Pairs at Bradford. In the
Portland Pairs, Sue Richmond – Neil
Thomas finished 5th nationally.
Congratulations to Michael Newman
– Kath Nelson who won the Manchester
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Green-pointed Pairs in their first game
together for nine years! In 2nd place
were Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield.
We are sorry to report the deaths of
Caryl and Joel Bloch within a few days
of each other. Caryl was the Secretary of
the Association for several years and
Joel was an influential delegate to the
EBU Council.
Diary dates: Friday 15 – Sunday 17
July, EBU Teacher Training Course,
Manchester Bridge Club. Sunday 24 July
2011, Green Pointed Teams, Altrincham
BC, 11am start.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
M&CBA member Alan
Stephenson was the
non-playing captain for
the Welsh team for both
of this season’s Camrose
weekends. Congratulations to him and
the Welsh team on their first-ever win in
this event.
The winners of the GP Teams event
for the Eric Howarth Cup were local pair
Alan Stephenson – Stuart Matthews with
Tracy Capal of Manchester and Liz Muir
from the North-East.
In the County Women’s team event
for the Jean Keen Trophy, the winners
were Gill O’Neill, Margaret Barnes,
Mandy Johnson, Avril Thompson. The
Merseyside & Deeside Cup, which is the
County Pivot Teams event, was won by A.
and S. Clark, M. Jubb, and D. Hislop, with
2nd place going to R. Arnold, A. Hurst, B.
Griffies, F. Sawko. The annual Charity
Teams at Merseyside BC was won by Ted
Reveley, Ralph Churney, Mike Swanson,
Coin Humphrey. The event raised over
£1000 for the Samantha Dickinson Brain
Tumour Trust.
Well done to Joan Marray – Julian
Merrill who won the Colwyn Bay heat of
the Portland Pairs. They finished 4th
nationally out of 366 entrants.
The North Wales Swiss Teams Congress
took place on the first weekend in April.
The winners were M&CBA members
Mike Tedd, John Salisbury, Bob Pitts
and Barry Jones, just 1 VP ahead of
Dave and Jean Keen with team-mates
Kath and Alan Nelson of Manchester.
Diary dates: June 9, LBC Open
Teams. June 11, NCL Round 1. June 16,
Jim Davies Swiss Teams, Heswall BC.
June 23, County AGM, Liverpool BC.
June 28, Bill Hughes Sim Pairs, Deva
BC. July 9, NCL Round 2. July 25-26,
BGB Sim Pairs, clubs.

Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Dinah Caplan who was
part of the English Ladies
team that shared first place
with Scotland in the Lady
Milne.
Well done to Ian Pagan
who won the EBU Ranked
Masters Premier Grandmaster Pairs; Tony
Waterlow came 2nd. In the National
Pairs, Marilyn and Artur Malinowski
finished 5th, whilst in the Harrogate

Spring Congress Martin Jones came 2nd
in the Swiss Teams.
In county events, congratulations to
Jacqui and Peter Tobias who won the
Middlesex Mixed Pairs Final; Danny Roth
– Denise Miller were 2nd. Well done to
Chandrabala and Manukhlal Shah who
won the Middlesex No Fear Pairs; 2nd
were Saroj and Majuri Shah. In the
Middlesex Cup, the semi-finals have
been completed and the Schogger and
Silverstone teams are set to play in the
final for the right to represent the
county in the Pachabo.
Diary dates: June 7, Committee Cup,
Wingate Centre, Finchley, 8pm. The
county website has an extensive competitions calendar.

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
NORFOLK county team
finished their Eastern
Counties League fixtures
with a hard-fought match
against Cambridge University. The A team won
12-8 and the B team 11-9.
The Norfolk Congress was once again
well organised and well supported.
Winners of the Swiss Teams event were
Paul Hackett, Roger O’Shea, David Price,
Colin Simpson. There was a tie for first
place in the Norfolk Cup between David
Harris – Alan Oddie and Paul Chapman – Graham Pollack. The Bob Lawton
Trophy (Teams) was won by Paul Hackett, Roger O’Shea, Richard Harris, Roger
Amey. Norfolk players did well in other
events: Iris Green – Robbie Roberson
won the Kings Lynn Trophy; Julie Aspinall
– Barbara Harnden won the Webster
Trophy (Ladies) with Janette Wells –
Eileen Townsend a close 2nd; Mike
Walsh – Mike Fletcher won the Baker
Trophy (Men); Nawal Fenwick – John
Harrison were 2nd in the Mixed Pairs
(Haylock Trophy).
Roger Amey – Dave Newstead won
the Hudson Cup.
Diary dates: all events are held at the
Norwich High School for Girls unless
stated otherwise. June 17, Gender Pairs.
July 1, Shaw Trophy. July 22, Mixed
Pairs. July 29, Wymondham Pairs (at
Abbey Hall). August 1, Kings Lynn
Open Teams (at South Wooten). August
21, John Harrison/EDP Cup (at Abbey
Hall). Summer County Pairs will be
held on most Fridays and the Norfolk
and Norwich club are holding an Open
Pairs on most Wednesdays.

North East
www.neba.co.uk
IN a repeat of last year’s
final, the Kempson Cup
was won by Clive Owen,
Bill March, Dave Broadhead, Martin Kane,
Damian Hassan and
Malcolm Oliver, who defeated Chris
Owen, John Atthey, Tom Dessain and
Dom Maloney. This was the 19th time
that Bill March has been in the winning
team, a remarkable record.

The following NEBA members
successfully completed the recent Directors Courses: Distinction – Ian Eckford,
Bev Godfrey, Alan Lester, Fred Robinson, Mike Stanbury, Simon Watson, Tony
Watson; Pass – Dr Andrew Cornish,
Allan Davies, Jocelyn Gordon, Jenny
Grist, Jenny Holmes, George Irwing,
Trevor Lorton, Alison McConnell, Ted
Murdoch, Fritz van der Lee. Congratulations to them all.
John Atthey – Julian Gibson won the
Northern Pairs (Northern Heat of the
National Pairs) and qualified to play in
the National Final where they finished
in 5th place.
The NEBA Spring Simultaneous Pairs
for the Collins Cups was won for the
second year running by the South Shields
pair, Gary Coupland – Geoff Parker.
Two NEBA clubs held successful one
day congresses during the spring. The
Hurworth Congress Pairs was won by
David Broadhead – Martin Kane with
the Teams being won by Malcolm
Oliver, Damian Hassan, Basil Letts and
John Atthey. The Newcastle Pairs Congress was won by Brian Lumsden –
Norman McTaggart, again for the second
year running.
The NEBA Club Champion Teams
was won by Cramlington (Alex Simpson,
Brenda Osborne, Barry Graham and
Bernard Shepherd). The Inter-club
Competition has been completed with
Hurworth A winning the A division and
so qualifying to represent NEBA in the
Garden Cities. Other division winners
were Stockton A, Newcastle A, Cramlington A, Brunton C and Longnewton.

Northamptonshire
www.northantsbridge.info/
NORTHANTS will
be holding a Greenpointed Swiss Pairs
One-Day event at Bugbrooke Village
Hall on Saturday, June 25. An entry
form is available on the website
www.northantsbridge.info or contact
Peter Fountain ( 01733 320845 or email p-fountain@sky.com.
The Broke Cup Final was won by Jim
Deacon, Chris Wormleighton, Rob
Miller, Trevor Thrower, Dan Baines,
who will represent the county in the
Pachabo.
In the Inter-club League, Stamford A
won the First Division, Towcester A won
the Second Division, Wellingborough A
won the South-West section of the Third
Division with Stamford D winning the
North-West section. A closely-fought
playoff was won by Wellingborough A
by 1 IMP.
In the Eastern Counties League, the B
team won their division and will play in
the National County Leagues Final. The
A team finished third in their group
with the C team finishing fourth.
The Alastair Brodie Memorial was
held at the start of April. The afternoon
Pairs event was won by Ross Stacey –
Leszek Lubaszewski. The evening Teams
event, with team-mates determined by
their position in the pairs, was held after
a wonderful tea prepared by Graham
and Berry Hedley. The winners of the

www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
IN the last County match of the season,
against Staffordshire, Notts won all
three matches, 15-5, 14-6 and 15-5
respectively.
The NCBA Individual Championship
was won by Gordon Fullerton. Journal
Cup: 1. William Crook – Sandy Fulton;
2. Simon Spencer – Ankush Khandelwal;
3. John and Irene Auld. Inter-Club Pairs:
1. Terry Lynex – Marlene Mackie
(Keyworth); 2. Mick Gauntley –
Catherine Waldron (Phoenix); 3. Steve
Fordham – Toni Smith (Nottingham).
The Teams of Four KO final was won by
David Burgess, Gordon Fullerton, Frank
Ball and David Hodge, the losing finalists
being Graham Brindley, Richard Kowalski, Chris and Dorothy Close. Spring
Event: 1= David Burgess and Gordon
Fullerton; 3. Irene Auld.
Diary dates: On Wednesdays the
Black Cup (which commenced on May
25) and the Farr Cup (which commenced on June 1) alternate. The Notts/
EBU Green-point weekend is Saturday
23 (Swiss Pairs) and Sunday 24 July
(Swiss Teams) at Spondon. Enquiries
and entries to Keith Rodgers, 44 Lower
Beauvale, Newthorpe, Nottingham
NG16 3PU, ( 01773 530764 (evening),
01159 447010 (work), e-mail keithrodgers
@easynet.co.uk.

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
ALL Oxfordshire players
are invited to attend the
AGM to enjoy free duplicate bridge and refreshments on Monday June 13
at 7.30 pm, Oxford BC,
147 Banbury Road.
Congratulations to Rob Procter and
Jean Squires on attaining Grand Master
status and to Lorna Swadling – Alastair
Gidman on reaching 2nd place in the
Life Masters at the Ranked Masters
tournament. Having reached the semifinals of the Hubert Phillips with teammates Chris Cooper, Ian Angus and
Andrew Murphy, Bryony Youngs’ team
tied for first place in the Lady Milne, the
Women’s Home International.
Warwickshire (see team picture on the
right) won the Beck Cup, Oxfordshire’s
prestigious Inter-county Invitation Teams
of Four.
On the last board, Chris Cooper –
Stuart McPhee snatched victory from
Alan Wilson – Nick Smith to win the
County Pairs Final. Congratulations to
Mike Robinson, Rob Procter, Richard
Hayden, Dave Thomas, Ian Angus and
Nathan Piper, winners of the President’s
Cup. The Seniors Pairs events featured
Dale Thomas – Keith Goswell winning
in February, Krishan Jalie – Geoff
Nicholas in March, with Colin Jones –
Norman Gascoyne winning in April.

www.ebu.co.uk

Once again, the Andrew Robson
Seminar proved an outstanding success
with all 72 places sold four months prior
to the event.
Players wishing to compete at a more
challenging level are invited to County
Night on Tuesdays, 7.30pm at Oxford BC.
There is still time to enter Oxfordshire’s Green-Pointed Congress on June
18-19, featuring Swiss Pairs on Saturday
and Swiss Teams on Sunday. (Entry
details on page 18 of the April issue of
English Bridge).
Diary dates: Tuesday June 7,
Championship Playoff, Oxford BC. June
12, Mixed Pairs, Oxford BC. June 13
County AGM, Oxford BC. June 18-19,
County Congress, Steventon Village Hall.

Davies, Robin Adey, Geoff Feltblower,
John Day, Peter Jones, John Sheppee
and Ian Webb; 2. Roy Martin, Ian
Pendlebury, Dave Smith, Peter Cartwright; 3. Dan Crofts, Edward Levy,
Barbara, Justin and Paul Hackett.
On Friday September 30 Andrew
Robson will be conducting a Master
Class. This is open to all our members.
There are two sessions. The afternoon,
starting at 2pm, is on ‘Signalling in
Defence’, while the evening is about
‘Competitive bidding tactics’. It is being
held in Stafford and each session costs
£10. For an extra £6 you can enjoy a fish
and chips supper. For details and reservations contact Kath Adams at kathbert
adams@hotmail.com or ( 0178 239
7996.

Somerset

Suffolk

www.somersetbridge.org.uk
THANKS to all those who
participated in the Michael
Coda Simultaneous Pairs
which raised £1540 this
year for Somerset Cancer
Care. The winners were
Trevor Davies – Isabel Conner; 2. Avery
Allen – Noela Bray; 3. Barbara Biggin –
Alison Smith.
Congratulations to all of the following. Mixed Pairs: 1. Marion Blackhall –
Tom Gibbard; 2. Sheena Lanham – Andy
Ridgers; 3. Malcolm Scard – Sue Gudgeon. Championship Pairs: 1. Jackie
Waters – Heinz Brunsch. 2. Brian Greenwood – Ray Harper; 3. Ralph Smith –
Steve Tomlinson; the Plate was won by
Sheena Lanham – Andy Ridgers.
The Open Section of the Inter-club
Championship Pairs was won by Colin
Simcox – Frank Coltman; 2. Caroline
MacPherson – Les Botting. The section
for those Below 2* Master was won by
Jane Clark – Ken Nicol; 2. Holly Quinn –
Barry Morrison. The section for those
below the rank of National Master was
won by Ray Harper – Patrick Cartwright;
2. Jenny McDermott – Alan Bamber.
The Club Championship was won by
Tauton; 2. Yeovil; 3. Winscombe.
Rob Lawy (with Avon’s David Jones)
won the Avon/Wilts GP Swiss Pairs with
an excellent score of 120 out of 140.
Sheila Coda – Rob Lawy won the Exeter
heat of the Portland Pairs and finished
in 7th place nationwide. Graham Heal –
Roger Sweet reached the final of the
National Pairs where they finished 21st
out of 50.
The AGM and Swiss Pairs will be held
on June 25 at Oake Village Hall.

www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Rick Hanley, Bill Tweddell,
Eric Newman and Michael
Sherer for winning the Suffolk Championship Teams, beating Robert
Green, George Moody, Graham Beeton
and Jeff Orton in the final by 28 IMPs.
Congratulations also to Brian Ellul –
Roger Marriott who are County Pairs
Champions, finishing almost two tops
clear of Paul Whetton – Ralph Parish 2nd
and Rick Hanley – Peter Sutcliffe 3rd.
The Sudbury & Colchester Swiss Teams
was won by Jeff Orton, Graham Beeton,
Claude Stokes, Julian Lang without
losing a match. Fleur Waters’s team took
the Ascenders’ prize.
In the Winter League, the Second
Division matches are complete. Three
teams finished two matches clear of the
rest: 1. Mayhew; 2. Edwards; 3. Talaga.
In the Premier Division, with five
matches still to play, Chambers is the
run-away leader and cannot be caught.
In the Eastern Counties League, Suffolk
won all three matches against Cambs &
Hunts (15-5, 17-3 and 17-3, respectively). Suffolk A also won against
Cambridge University (by 12-10, following an appeal), but the B and C
teams both lost (4-16, 9-11) when the
students rallied from a first-half deficit.

Suffolk A finished third in the final
table, having won 5 matches out of 7,
our best result in recent years.
Diary dates: June 10, Charity Pairs in
aid of St Nicholas Hospice, Risbygate,
2pm. June 15, Mixed Pairs, Ipswich &
District Indoor Bowls Club. June 19,
New Members’ Invitational, Lavenham
Village Hall.
Further details of these and other
events can be found on the SCBA
website and in the county’s magazine,
Table Talk.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Peter Lee –
Bob Rowlands who, with Frances
Hinden – Jeffrey Allerton, achieved 2nd
and 3rd places respectively in the
National Pairs.
Congratulations also to Don Butt –
Dip Dasgupta from Ditton who won the
February County Simultaneous Pairs
with a score of 71%. This event raised
£2,100 for CHASE Childrens’ Hospice.
Helen Beattie, Tricia Gilham, Brian
Powell, Mike Scoltock were runners up
in the London Green Point Swiss Teams.
The County are sad to report the
death of one of its most active players,
Penny Macleod. She won most competitions at her club, Farnham, at least
once, played in county representative
events, and had many successes in
national events with various partners,
including winning the National Women’s
Pairs.
Surrey County Bridge Association
have decided to inaugurate an interclub challenge next season to try and
involve new EBU members in county
events. Details will be sent to clubs
shortly.
Surrey are moving most of their
events next season to a central location
in Old Woking. We hope that its
accessibility from all parts of the county
and easy parking will encourage more
members to enter county events.
Please do support the County’s only
Swiss Pairs event at Bookham on
Sunday, July 17 at 1 p.m. The County
AGM will take place during the interval.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Dan Crofts for winning
the Midlands regional
heat of the National Pairs
and then going on to
finish 6th in the final. His excellent run
of form continued when he won the
Bearn Final with John Sheard; 2. Roger
Keane – David Beavon; 3. Geoff Davies
– Paul Cutler. All three pairs are eligible
to compete in the Corwen.
The First Division winners are Geoff

Photo: Denis Talbot

teams were Claire Winfrey, Graham
Dolby, Brenda Smith and Colin Tuton.
Diary dates: Saturday June 25,
Northamptonshire Green-pointed Swiss
Pairs.

The Warwickshire team, winners of the Beck Cup, Oxon's prestigious
Invitation Teams of Four: (left to right) Ian Handley, George Cuthbertson,
Gary Watson and David Jones
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Sussex

Warwickshire
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www.sccba.co.uk
MANY congratulations to
Andy Morris – Duncan
Curtis (photo below), who
won the Premier Life Masters
Pairs at Daventry.
Individual Final: 1. Amanda
Bolton; 2= David Williams
and Mike Elgin. Mixed Pairs Final:
1. Richard Burnett – Fran Thornton;
2. Malcolm and Karen Pryor. In the
National Pairs Heat at Leatherhead
Julian Mitchell – Peter Clinch came top
out of 77 pairs – well done. In the
National Final they were a creditable
13th with 52.59% the winners on
59.12%. The Sussex Pairs was this year
won by Peter Clinch – Julian Mitchell; 2.
Gerry Stanford – Dave Franklin.

Andy Morris and Duncan Curtis,
from Sussex, winners of the
Premier Life Masters Pairs

The Gladys Hakki Trophy, which is
awarded annually for outstanding service
to Club and County, was this year given
to Roger Poulter.
Spring Congress results: Mixed Pairs:
1. Jeremy Willans – Jill Skinner; 2. Bill
Nicolle – Linda Gardiner. Welcome Pairs:
1. Phillip Butterworth – Krystyna Piotrowska; 2. Rod and Lynne Bates. Congress
Pairs: 1. John Murrell – Magnus Berger;
2. John Williams – Shefton Kaplan.
Swiss Teams: 1. John Williams, Michael
Keeping, David Benjamin and Matthew
Read; 2. David Municchi, David Sedlickas, Marie and David Gritt.
Basic Bridge Hastings: 1. Molly Freeman – Barbara Jenner; 2. Pat Bradley –
Dawn Applegate. Club Teams of Eight:
1. Horsham; 2. Bognor.
Diary dates: June 12, Novice Swiss
Teams, West Sussex Club. June 26, Swiss
Pairs, Uckfield. July 3, Venture Pairs,
Henfield. July 31, Green Point Swiss
Teams, Ardingly.

www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
PRIDE of place goes to
our Inter-County League
teams for winning their
respective divisions. This
is the first time in the
League’s history, and congratulations go to all the players in the
Dawes, Porter and Markham teams, as
well as Match Secretary Adrian Knight.
The West Midlands team of Paul
Hackett, Margaret Wort, Justin Hackett,
Jason Hackett, Barbara Hackett, Darren
Evetts, George Cuthbertson and Ian
Handley will represent the County in
the Garden Cities regional finals.
The regional heat of the Portland
Pairs was won by Dodo Georgevic –
Arthur Williams who were 12th overall
The Coventry Congress held at the
new site at CNWBC after an absence of
two years was a great success. The Swiss
Pairs winners were Paul and Adam
Jones and the Swiss Teams winners
David Jones, Gary Watson, Martin Jones
and Colin Dean. The Open Pairs was
won by Val Cooper – Mike Butler.
Carolyn Fisher –Peter Oldbury won
the County Mixed Pairs Final.
The County has been successful in
securing Nicklin LLP, a well known Midlands firm of Chartered Accountants
and Business Advisers, as Sponsors for
next season.
Diary dates: June 10-12, WMBC
Congress. Sunday June 26, Cock O’ the
County Pairs, WMBC – a two-session
event with the AGM held between
sessions; cost including tea is only £5
per person! Prior entry is essential.
Wednesday July 6, Moseley BC Ann
Ormond Pairs, 7.15pm. Further details
for any of the events above may be
found on the County or Club Website.

Westmorland
www.bridgewebs.com/westmorland
A BUSY couple of months
for Westmorland, particularly for those with links in
Cumbria. The Eva Wilde
Teams event was won by
Babs and Tim Matthews,
David Strawbridge and John Farmer.
Babs and Tim also won the Pairs; Mike
and SallyAnn Rothwell were 2nd, thus
qualifying for the Corwen. The Individual was won by Mike Rothwell.
At the Cumbria Congress, Jacce and

JUNE 20 is the closing date
for the submission of county reports
for the next issue of English Bridge.
Please e-mail: elena@ebu.co.uk
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Peter Jeffreys won the Mixed Open,
while John Ellwood – Jeremy Harris
finished 3rd in the Gentlemen’s Pairs.
The same pair finished 2nd in the Men’s
Pairs at the Harrogate Spring Congress.
In the Cumbria Pairs, Peter Mollart
won with partner John Farmer, thus
qualifying for the Corwen. Peter was
also in the winning team at the Cumbria
County Teams (William Thompson,
Keswick; Ian Reeves and Tony Bartlett,
Eden) qualifying for the Pachabo Cup.
The annual Master Point Competition for 2010 saw John Ellwood win
the Star Masters category and Wendy
Ellwood win the Masters.
A Charity Pro/Am competition, which
recently took place at the Kendal club,
attracted 14 tables. It was won by Dave
Harrison – Audrey Howe and raised
money for prostate cancer.
Diary dates: Sunday, Sept 25, Swiss
Open Pairs, Castle Green Hotel, Kendal.
Enjoy a weekend in the Lake District!

Wiltshire
www.wcba.co.uk
MANY Wiltshire events
concluded recently. The
Championship Pairs was
won by Roy France – Sam Sloan (63%)
well clear of Richard Samter –Norman
Botton in 2nd place. The Mixed Pairs
involved a tie for first place with
Georgie Dalton – Colin Jones having to
share the honours with Irene Robinson
and Mike Huggins. The Premier League
saw Blandy winning, improving upon
last year’s second place. This year the
runners-up were Dunlop. The Allcomers
League finished with the same result as
last year, with Gwyer winning from
Portnall in close 2nd. The Garden Cities
heat was won by the Swindon club.
The Wilts/Avon Green Point Weekend
was once again well attended. In the
teams, Roy France, Kathy Hodgson,
Keith Williamson and Pat Davies were
joint winners.
Congratulations to all the above.
Following increasing interest being
shown, the county is hoping to further
expand its league system for next
winter. If anyone new is interested in
playing in our leagues, at whatever
standard, please indicate your interest
to Pat Davies of the Wilts Tournament
Committee.

Worcestershire
www.worcestershirebridge.co.uk
WE are sad to report the
deaths of a number of
players who have served
the county well. Geoff
Rosser, one of the
county’s most successful players, having
won most of the County competitions a
number of times as well as the Silver
Plate, died in February. Hugh Morris,
who established Eckington Bridge Club,
remained a regular player until his
death while on a cruise in January. Most
recently, John Williams was taken ill
while playing chess and passed away in
March. We are grateful to all three for
their contributions to the County and

our sympathy and best wishes go to
their families.
The season’s competitions are drawing
to a close. Highlights include the WCBA
Closed Teams, in which Joyce Skelton,
Arthur Williams, Stewart Fishburne and
Paul Hammond knocked out both last
year’s finalists on the way to victory.
‘Worcester Sauce’ (John Sansom, Ross
Garrett, David Thomas, Jimmy Ledger,
Nick Forward, Steve Allerston, Mel
Downing and Richard Jephcott) were
successful in the Ron Allen Trophy and
will represent Worcestershire in the
Garden Cities. Two of its members,
Jimmy Ledger – David Thomas also
won the County Championship Pairs. A
further two, Steve Allerston – Nick
Forward, won the Ladder with John
Sansom – Richard Jephcott runners-up,
though going one better in the yearlong Phillipps, which they won, with
Veronica Enticknap – Ronnie Moore
prevailing in the Phillipps Final.
In the Grand Prix Teams, Worcester
Grant (Sue Evans, Dennis Loynes, Susan
Sharp, Jean and Jessie Newton) snatched
victory on an exciting final evening.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.freeserve.co.uk/
SHEFFIELD A have won
the Division 1 title in the
Yorkshire League for 201011; they will represent the
county in the Garden Cities Trophy.
Elsewhere, the outstanding performance
was by Keighley D – they were undefeated champions of Division 11 with
an average score of 15.5 VPs per match.
Teams from Leeds, Malton and Wakefield also went through the season undefeated. A total of 87 teams in 11 divisions
took part in this year’s competition.
Bradford’s Sarah Teshome, playing
with Ollie Burgess, was the winners of
the Swiss Pairs in the Harrogate Spring
Congress. In the Northern Pairs, four
York shire pairs qualified for the
National Pairs final. They are Sandy
Davies – Tom Gisborne, Phil Godfrey –
Tony McNiff, George Bak – Derek
Markham and Graham Jepson – David
Musson. Sandy and Tom were the best
placed pair in the final, finishing 19th.
Congratulations to the following
who have been successful in county
events: Peter Littlewood Senior Pairs:
1. Maureen Tebb – Anthony Swiers;
2. Gill Copeland – David Waxman;
3, Bill Townsend – Tony McNiff. West
Yorkshire Swiss Teams: 1. Tony McNiff,
David Robinson, George Bak, Stuart
Davies; 2. Sandy Davies, Carole Kelly,
Tom Gisborne, David Waxman.
Diary dates: June 3-5, Yorkshire
Congress, Harrogate. June 12, Yorkshire
Individual Final, York. June 15, Affiliated Clubs Teams, Tickton. June 16,
John Gerrard Simultaneous Pairs. June
17, Annual General Meeting, Bradford.
June 19, Castle Swiss Pairs, Huddersfield. June 25, Yorkshire Schools Cup,
Harrogate. June 26, Malton Swiss Teams,
(York Bridge Centre). July 3, Flitch,
Leeds. July 10, Waddington Cup Final,
York. July 17, Newcomers Pivot Teams,
Doncaster.
r
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LOCAL MASTER PROMOTIONS
March – April 2011
We regret that space constraints prevent us from printing other promotions. Sorry if your name is not in the magazine;
new promotions are published every month on, and can be downloaded from, the EBU website at www.ebu.co.uk.
Landmark promotions are published in the April, August and December issues of English Bridge.
Avon
Mrs M Atkins
Mrs D Bastable
Dr David T Bickley
Robert Bracey
Mrs M Bristow
Mary Bruce
Mr Michael Bryant
Mrs Joan Calvert
Mr Leslie Calvert
Mr Frank Collins
William Cottingham
Mrs Barbara Fowler
Joy Fowles
Jan Le Goupillot
Anne Gutteridge
Joan Hodge
Mrs Elaine Jones
Mrs Rosey Knifton
Mr J Lewis
Miss J Luton
Mr Derek Newall
Mrs Peta Niven
Mrs Koulla Pearce
Marylyn Phillips
Mr John Priem
Mrs Virginia Priem
Dorothy Rendall
Mark Rendall
Keith M Sharp
Mr Nicholas Steven
Maggie Sutton
Mrs Inge Sykes
C Treharne
Mr Dave Watson
Mr J D Wilson

Bedfordshire
Philip Adderly
Mrs P Blois-Brooke
Mr C Davies
Bette French
Mr Tony French
Mr Arthur Le Hair
Mrs P Mitchell
Doreen Stapleton
Mr Sean Twitchen

Berks & Bucks
Trevor Andrews
Pat Argue
Mrs M Barter
Margaret Broughton
Mr D Buttfield
Brenda Champion
Jean Chandler
Pamela Charman
Christine Clark
Kristina Collins
Mrs J Cooper
Mr Geoffrey Crook
David Cudd
Dan Dumitrescu
Mrs Pat Fairchild
Dorothy Hamer
Mrs Doreen Hawson
Mrs Jane Hicks
Kirsten Hojgaard
Mrs Ellen Holst
Michael Houdret
Mary Hunter

Sally James
Fay Kidd
Pam Kiddell
Peter Malaure
Pam Mansergh
Audrey Marland
Mrs T Mueller
Mr Paul Nicholas
Beatrice Parish
John Price
Ms Sylvia Pugsley
Chris Read
Gillian Read
Jane Richardson
Mrs A Rogers
Jenny Sanderson
Mr Bill Seymour
Jill Silver
Mr Keith Stapylton
Barbara Steadman
Mrs Anne Stinton
Dorothy Sweeney
Norma Thomas
Mr Peter Thornton
Mr Tony Tomkins
Mr John Varey
Jane Westerman
Peter Western
Mr Roland Wiles
Pamela WinterGoodwin
Hilary Wordham

Cambs &
Hunts
Dave Barnes
Pam Bowthorpe
Mr Tony Casbon
Doreen Farman
Mrs Gwen Fletcher
Mr MJ Fletcher
Juliet Gadney
Mrs Pam Pattrick
Mr Dick Perry
Catherine Poulson
Gloria Pullan
Mrs Joyce Pullen
Mr R Reid
Malcolm Roberts
Mr Peter Robinson
Dr Joy Stern
Mrs F Taylor
Mr Neil Trentham

Channel
Islands
Mrs Beattie
Mrs J Crispini
Nina Ellis
Mrs G Llewellin
Pat Mckay
Mrs A E Seabrook

Cornwall
Ray Clark
Mr Ken Conway
Lynette Golledge
Mr Roger Orcutt

Cumbria
Bessie Cunningham
Ms Jan Dunckley

www.ebu.co.uk

Mrs Elaine Easthope
Miss M Greenhow
Dorothy Hemingway
Mr George Jackson
Mr Joe Kilty
Mrs Lyn Potts
Doreen Ramsden
Mrs P Smith
David Tomlinson
Mrs J Towill

Derbyshire
Dot Alderton

Mrs V Bacon
Mrs J Bentley
Mr John Bixby
Mrs Jm Bonsall
Mr M Boyce
Mrs Joan Bright
Mrs S Burr
Mr A Burston
Mr Sean Connelly
Lis Davis
Mrs F Haywood
Mr John Kelsall
Sheila Landmore
Mrs J Lawrence
Beryl Marsh
Mr Lauri Nelson
Mrs Val Pugh
Mr Robert Quincy
Ann Robins
Mr G Smallwood
Mr I Stapley
Mr Gordon Taylor
Mr T Wakeling
Mr Richard Weeks
Cheryl Wright

Devon
Mrs Sybil Bextor
Mr J Bower
Mrs R Bower
Mrs Anna Cole
Mrs Mary Coleman
Mary Dolley
Mr John Easton
Mrs E Grant
Mr C Hodge
Bill Luscombe
Mr S Macneil
Margaret Mahon
Mrs Jan Miles
Mr Roy Miles
Mr D Mothersele
David Murphy
Jeremy Passmore
Anna Price
Florence Rew
Mrs Elizabeth Rose
Mr MR Rose
Anne Marie Rouse
Mrs Dorothy Stone
Mrs Dawn Thomas
Bobbie Vanstone
Mr Trevor Walker
Mrs Ann Walters
Di White
Mr Frank Willis
Mrs Shirley Wilson

Dorset
Trevor Abrahams
Mrs Violet Antell
Janice Berry
Mr David Bradshaw
Mr Barry Davey
Mrs Marion Davey
Mr Joe Dunne
Mr Stuart Garrow
Barbara Jackson
Jean Sutton
David Thompson

Essex
Victor Arram
Mrs Jenny Bowker
Mrs Mandy Bridge
Mrs Lesley Buckley
Mrs Elaine Burr
Mrs Mary Crook
Mr R Finch
Mr Ed Garner
Irene Goodfellow
Hilary Graseman
Mrs B Gray
Anita Hair
Barbara HarrisonSmith
Mr M Harvey
Barbara Herve
Mrs Ann Hunt
Mr Brian Hyland
Mrs Jenny Hyland
Mrs C Jennings
Marcia Levan-Harris
Mrs Olive Lofthouse
Mr B Mann
Mr Daniel Marable
Mrs Dorothy Mason
Mr Stephen Mendel
Sandra Miller
Mrs A Pryer
Mrs JM Purvis
Mr Lloyd Rankin
Jean Richmond
Andy Robertson
Muriel Rosenberg
Mrs B Rowland
Gillian Senior
Mrs Brenda Smith
Stephanie Smith
Mr JA Spencer
Mr Peter Stockley
Ms Gillian Sullivan
Beryl Sweeney
Mr David Taylor
Michael Waghorn
Maureen Weedon
Mr Winckle
Mrs Sue Wolfe

Gloucestershire
Mrs Pamela Black
Mr R Dalgleish
Mrs Ivy Dando
Mrs Eileen Davis
Mrs Katharine Davis
Mrs Irene Evans
Mr Chris Foster
Mrs Jenny Golding
Mr Mike Hayes

Doreen Haywood
Mr Phil Herbert
Mrs Mn Hyde
Mr Michael Jenkins
Ms Lilian Leigh
Mrs L E Martin
Mrs Carol Prouse
Mrs S Roberts

Hants & IoW
Maureen Barlow
Pamela Bird
Mr Alan Burley
Mr Wei Che Tham
Audrey Cornforth
Mrs Anke Cox
Joan Crompton
Mrs Pauline Davies
Jackie Dickson
Mrs L Dix
Bob Dunbar
Mrs Juliet Edwards
Mrs Judy Ellis
Mrs Pat Forknall
Mr Jack Harlow
Mrs Honor Harrison
Mrs Carole Hayles
Mr David Hayles
Mrs Susan Hendry
Mrs Jean Hopes
Mrs Gaynor Johnson
Mrs Rene Kirk
Sharon Lang
Mrs M Le Jasmeiers
Ms Olive Maguire
Margaret Matchett
Pam Matthews
Mr John Miller
Mrs Marion Minett
Ann Primmer
Geoff Saunders
Mary Smith
Mr Derek Todd
Mrs Jean White
Mr Derek Winslow

Herefordshire
Mrs Vera Biggs
Miss Susan Pigott
Mrs Josie Roué

Hertfordshire
Mrs Sally Avery
Averil Backhouse
Mr Ronald Baker
Mr R Barton
Mr David Beale
Margaret Bromwich
John Crosher
Paul Davis
Joyce Duff
Mr Gary Elkington
Mrs E Fussell
Mrs M Giles
Susan Giles
Carol Goldie
Adel Hanna
Chris Harrison
Mrs Jean Harrold
Mr C Hill
Mr Bryan Holland
Mrs RM Holland

Carl Houghton
Sheena Hunter
Shirley Kossman
Mr Graham Lamb
Donald Mackinnon
Mr Graham Morton
Ruth Neilsen
Mr RP Pearse
Mr Roger Pennicott
Patricia Plummer
Pat Powell
Barry Pywell
Alf Rehman
John Renwick
Viera Rudkins
Mrs Marjorie Smith
Mr John Smits
June Smits
Ms J Stear
Mrs M Stevenson
Mrs G Sugrue
Chris Surey
Louise Tipping
Celia Twigg
Thelma Williamson

Kent
Paul Abercrombie
Mrs Barbara Apted
Daphne Badelow
Sheena Baillie
Mr David Barley
Mr D Bendle
Sheila Brown
Josephine Bygrave
Miss Joan Campion
Mrs Sheila Casey
Mrs Freda Challis
Mrs Joan Cowling
Mrs P Davies
Mr Dan Delap
Mr James Doolin
Mrs Claire English
Bernard Flanagan
Mr Geoff Foster
Michael Gambling
Mrs Patricia Inwood
Jean Kritz
Mr Warner Kritz
Mrs L Lamb
John Lawn
Margaret Marlow
John Marshallsay
Mrs Jill Mill
Miss Jenny Morgan
Jon Pearce
Ms Jane Prince
Mrs Val Reading
Mrs Edna Ricketts
Mrs S Saunders
Mrs Valerie Stott
Mrs J Tanner
Mrs Sylvia Turner

Lancashire
Hilary Abramson
Marjorie Anderton
Mr David Arkwright
Diana Arkwright
Mrs JP Ashton
Marjorie Baxendale

William Baxendale
Mr A Brammer
Mr Maurice Brittain
Mr J Brown
Mrs Barbara Chislett
Mrs Jay Cooper
Irene Cowell
Agnes Davis
Barbara Delaney
Mr Dave Ellis
Mr K Ellwood
Mr Stuart Fish
Maureen Fitton
Rosemary Goldstein
Mr John Gordon
Mrs Ruth Gordon
Mrs Barbara Grundy
Mr John Grundy
Joyce Harrison
Mr Matt Harrison
Mr David Hinks
Mrs Kate Hodkinson
Sandra Jackson
Sheila Kynaston
Susan Leech
Mr Keith Manson
Barbara Mcdonald
Mr Andrew Melling
Elizabeth Newall
Mrs Oliver
Mr John Oliver
Terri Oliver
Pam Pickles
Mr Peter Robinson
Mrs Phyl Schwartz
Dave Sleight
Mr Stanley Smith
Mr Charles Southern
Arthur Southwood
Mrs J Timperley
Mr Alan Torkington
Mrs Jennifer Turney
Bill Weingart
Margaret Wharton
Mrs Anne Wylie
Mr David Wylie

Leicester
Mr Kevin Barsby
Mrs DF English
Mrs A M Fairmann
Mr Ron Forster
Mr Geoff Gibbs
Mr Ron Golby
Mrs Mary Grey
Mrs Kathleen Hurd
Sid Kerslake
Mr David Leigh
Mr Gordon Mead
Mr Neil Nicol
Mrs Shirley Parnell
Edwige Quick
Mr John Randall
Shelagh Rumbelow
Dennis Van Der Byl
Mr Bernard Ward
Mr Roger Ward

Lincolnshire
Mrs Ann Allen
Dawn Betteridge

Mrs J Bowers
Mrs J Corbridge
Mr Gary Dobbs
Mr John Dobson
Mrs Joan Goodliffe
Jenny Latham
Mr Alex Murray
Mrs Ellen Murray
Gill Sunderland
Mr D Watson
Jean Watson
Mr Mike Wilkins

London
Mrs E Bakala
Mrs Teresa Brookes
David Clement
Mr P Garvin
Mrs Ann Joanes
Ann Knowles
Marion Martin
Akiko Miyazaki
Ali Paterson
Aine Rodrigues
Dorothy Tapping
Brenda Taylor

Manchester
Mr Norman Bailey
Roger Bateson
Anthony Bowden
Mr Bob Copeland
Mrs Pat Copeland
Mrs Ann Cox
Mr Peter Duggan
Judith Dunkerley
Mrs Cynthia Frith
Jacqueline Gaskell
Faye Georgiou
Mrs Shiela Hildage
Mrs Marcia Joseph
Mr Paul Lang
Mr John Logie
Mrs Vivien Moore
Sheila Nolan
Mr Alan Parry
Dr Ron Priestner
Mr Richard Ratcliffe
Mr Jonathan Sayce
Margaret Sherratt
Mr A Shortell
Aileen Stephenson
Mr William Stuart
Mrs Lesley Marsh
Anne Thompson
Jacqui Williams

Merseyside/
Cheshire
Mr Ken Archer
Mr Steve Atkinson
Mrs N Boher
Ms Gaye Brewster
Lynne Cameron
Mrs Pat Culbert
Mrs Ann Davies
Ms Val Davies
Mrs Mary Hughes
Mrs Sandra Jones
Mrs Joan Livesey
Mrs Enid Mcvittie
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LOCAL MASTER PROMOTIONS
March – April 2011
Mrs Ann Moss
Mr Barry Pinnington
Mr Ken Rothwell
Mrs Aurora Sim
Kathie Stubbs
Mrs Jean Sullivan
Mrs Pat Towey
Mrs Sue Wilson

Middlesex
Adele Barr
Ann-Marie Chappell
Mr Richard Crookes
Mrs Gloria Cropman
Mrs D Harper
Miss GE Howes
Jane Hughes
Barbara Ioannou
Mr Ketan Jashapara
Jaishree Jhatakia
Navin Jhatakia
Mrs Lorna Jones
Mr C Kothari
Mrs H Kothari
Mr J Kothari
Mrs R Kothari
Mrs Sushila Kothari
Mrs Neelam Kumar
Mrs Sharon Landau
Prof David Larman
H Mandalia
Mrs H Mehta
Mrs Shushila Mehta
Mr Suresh Mehta
Mrs Marilyn Myers
Maria O’Brien
Pat O’Callaghan
Mr Ajit Shah
Mr Jagdish Shah
Mr Peter Sharples
Sidney Sugarman
Vipul Thacker
Lynne Thomas
Mr Ravinder Walia

Margaret Maidment
Mrs H Ord
Dr L Paes
David Pearce
Ann Pearson
Mr Ian Reynolds
Mr William Scott
Mrs Karen Sewell
Mrs Carole Walton
Mrs Mary Winter

Northants
Mrs Judit Bovai
Gerry Clarke
Mrs Maryon Cook
Ms J Currier
Mrs Janet Duff
Mr Tony Eberle
Mrs Gill Glenister
Mrs Sue Hold
Miss Glenys Ingram
Mrs Marion Jackson
Terry Journeaux
Viv Journeaux
Mrs Julia Lee
Mrs Peggy Mercer
Mr Alan Ogilvie
Mr Lionel Springett
Mr J Toller
Mrs Gill Tuck
Mrs Sheila Ward
Mr David Watts
Mr David Weekes

Notts
Mildred Aimson
Mrs Maureen Clarke
Mrs G Cowley
Heather Darwent
Mr D Green
Mr M Jefferies
Sharon Jefferies
Tony Stubbings
Carmel Tynan

Norfolk

Oxfordshire

Mr John Bean
Mrs Beryl Browne
Maggie Camina
Rosemary Cosburn
Mrs Irene Drennan
Margaret Dunsford
Debbie Harrison
Michael Horwood
Mrs Ella Mitchell
Mr Carl Smith
Mr Charles Stenner
Di Tilbrook
Miss Angela Waters
Mrs Mary Wilson
Gordon Wishart

Barbara Angelou
Mrs C Baker
Mr J Bannister
Mr Patrick Berger
Mrs R Bradshaw
Barbara Clifford
Ted Coleman
Ms M Hebblethwaite
Mrs Dorothy Ledger
Mrs A Leonard
Jennifer Marsden
Mr Barry Newman
Pauline Newport
Mrs S Nicholson
Mr J Price
Mr Phillip Rimell
Mr Philip Roe
Joyce Stockbridge
Andrew Thomas
Elizabeth Thomas
Mrs H Trethowan
Mrs J Watson
Mrs J White
Mrs E M Windows

North East
Colin Archibald
Kathy Banerji
Mr Ian Borthwick
Dr Frank Buttler
Mr John Chapman
Mr Paul Clarke
Mrs Dorothy Denny
Lynne Dobbs
Mrs S Goosey
Mrs Helen Hall
Mrs Anne Hogg
Glenda Hope
Margaret Iley
Mr Alan Mace
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Somerset
Mr George Adams
Mrs Jean Baldwin
Julia Barlow-Witter
Mrs Pat Barrett
Roy Crawley
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Mr J Davis
Mr M Elkins
Rita Harris
Eunice Hazeldine
Mrs E P Incledon
Sheila Johnson
Mrs C L Northcott
Clare Page
Claire Pearse
Mr David Pearse
Mrs Corinne Rees
Mr Brian Reynolds
Mr Doug Smith
Mr Mike Sperring
Sheila Thorne
Mr F Vanner
Mary Webber
Mr Ron Williams

Staffs &
Shropshire
Mr Ian Andrew
Mrs Cath Bell
Mrs Jill Bird
Davina Boldero
Barbara Cooke
Mr Bill Hodson
Barbara Johnson
Mrs Gwen Jones
Mr John Kirby
Mr David Law
Mr David Masters
Mrs Valerie Oakes
Mrs J Owen
Mr Myrddin Owen
Mr Brian Price
Mr R Pucknell
Mr Tom Redshaw
Mr Robert Reynolds
Mrs J Savage
Mr Nora Sidebottom
Mr George Slater
Mrs C Smith
Mr Peter Smith
Mr Tucker John
Mr Alan Westwood

Suffolk
Kathleen Beaurain
Mrs Sally Bovey
Mr Phill Bowler
Sue Bowler
Peggy Bowring
Jackie Chester
Mr Mike Evelegh
Mr Jim Foot
Verna Grey
Mrs Sally Harris
Mrs J Ives
Mrs S M Jarman
Mrs Sue Johnston
Moiria Krosmowska
Rael Lozdan
Mr John Macallister
Mrs J Mace
Mrs Jackie Maton
Mrs J Merriam
Mr Roy Newman
Mrs J B Norris
Mrs O’Shaughnessy
T Sawers
Ms Peggy Scott
Mr Charles Smith
Margaret Smith
Mr Phil Stanton
Mrs J Stark

Mr Percy Ungate

Surrey
Mr Guy Ableman
Andree Badelek
Mr Bea Beaman
Marian Bjorin
Mrs Beryl Blizard
Margaret Brantom
Christine Brazier
Shan Calvert
Mr Andy Capp
Mrs Pauline Capp
Lesley Cawthorne
Dr P Chaudhuri
Mrs SMJ Clarke
Mr Ann Coats
Valerie Cook
Mrs Claire Cross
Olive Curtis
Patricia CurzonTompson
R Curzon-Tompson
Mrs Pam Davey
Mrs Pauline Duckett
Mr Mike Eaton
Mr James Eden
Mrs Angela Ellis
Jo Eskdale
Christine Eysenck
David Farquharson
Mr Ian Fulda
Gabriella Gabanyi
Barbara Godfrey
Mr J L Golding
Phil Goode
Margaret Greig
Marion Griffiths
Mr Jack Grinhaff
Marjorie Hall
Mrs Naomi Hall
Joy Hardy
Mr Alex Harper
Peter Harrop
Mr Chris Haynes
Christine Haynes
Dr Jane Higgins
Cynthia Hodgson
Mr Roy Hodgson
Mrs Sue Horscroft
Mr Roger Hosking
Helen Hunt
Mrs C Jackson
Mr G James
Mr C Jones
Mrs Rhona Kelly
Mr Edward Kurk
Ian Lanceley
David Lawrence
Ms V Lloyd-Jones
Diana Loch
Mr James Loch
Mr Arthur Low
Patricia Maas
Mrs Jeanne Madill
Margaret Mansell
Mr R T Mansell
Mrs Joan Marshall
Mr Tony Marshall
Mrs Claire Martin
Catherine Moore
Ms Tina Mousell
Mr Mike Nunn
Mr Mike Pantry
Sybil Parlby
Mrs Heather Payne

Mr Jim Pearson
Anne-Laure Pibarot
Mrs Kirsty Platts
Mr Donald Porter
Pussy Pratt
Irene Preedy
Mr Geoff Prevett
Mr Colin Pryer
Mr Robert Randall
Mr Bob Redpath
Mr Ken Reeves
Gordon Richardson
Mr E Ricketts
Mrs V Ricketts
Mr Alun Ryle
Mr Anthony Scott
Angela ShawHamilton
Margaret Sheehan
Mr David Shenkin
Mr Alan Sherwin
Mr John Southam
Maureen Still
Mr DJ Swayne
Mr David Taylor
Mr Peter Taylor
Audrey Tucker
Lesley Turnbull
Maria Vaughan
Andrew Ward
Mrs Joan Weaver
Ruth Weedon
Laurence Welford
Mrs A Wheaton
Bob Whitmarsh
Mrs Gloria Whitwell
Margaret Wilkinson

Sussex
Mr Roy Adderley
Mr John Allen
Mr Paul Allen
Kay Armstrong
Mr Mike Armstrong
Vicki Armstrong
Mr Tony Banham
Charles Barrowcliffe
Mrs Pauline Bennett
Mrs P Borrill
Jane Brann
Mrs Linda Brigden
Mr Roy Brown
Mr Tony Bullock
Mrs Maggie Burton
Mrs Jane Bwye
Mrs J Byford
Mr Paul Carter
Mrs Diana Comer
Jo Crosland
Mr John Darwood
Mr Tony Everett
Mrs June Garland
Barbara Gledhill
Mrs Gwen Hale
Mrs Marie Harper
Mrs J HenstridgeBlows
Peggy Hopwood
Rod Hopwood
Sylvia Horton
Mrs J Jessop
Mrs Karen Killerby
Mrs Pam Kittle
Mrs Rosalie Largin
Mrs Pam Morley
Mr F Muggeridge

Mr John Nott
Mrs Gillian Payne
Christopher Preece
Mrs Doreen Read
Mr Bernard Regan
Rosemary Shepherd
Mr Tim Stace
Elizabeth Steidam
Pam Stevens
Mrs Elsbeth Stow
Margaret Surridge
Babs Walker
Mr Archie Warren
Mr A Wells
Mr John Wintle

Dr S Richards
Mrs JA Sergeant
Mr E Shroll
Betty Simmons
Mrs Carol Smart
Peggy Stone
Shelagh Suett
Dianne Tillotson
Mr David Tipping
Mrs Pat Tipping
Catherine Walters
Mrs Annnette Webb
Margaret Welbourne
Mr Colin Wood
Mr Winston Yeatts

Warwickshire

Westmorland

Norma Allen
Mollie Barber
Margaret Baskerville
Liz Baxter
Mildred Bishop
Mr Clive Blakeman
Shirley Blakeman
Mr P A Blecker
Mrs Paula Bramall
Mrs A Butcher
Ms G Davis
Jane Doble
Jean Douce
Pat Eden
Mr Tony Edwards
Beryl Engleman
Sheila Ferguson
Mrs C Floyd
Mr Neil Fricker
Mr Derrick Gibbs
Sue Goldingay
Joan Goldsmith
Mrs Gaynor Gray
Mrs Annie Green
Liz Green
Joy Harrison
Mr Ray Hatton
Mrs Ros Heron
Mrs Joan Hiom
Mr Maurice Hiom
Mrs Julie Hughes
Mary Jennings
Beryl Jones
Mary Knox
Mrs Jenny Lane
Christine Lawson
Barbara Loe
Jean Maguire
Teresina Marsden
Mr Carlo Matteucci
Chris Matteucci
Mrs Linda Maynard
Jill Minett
Mr John Musgrave
Miss Jean Newman
Dorothy Nicholls
Angela Norman
Mr Harry Orme
Mrs Marie Paine
Mr Ted Paine
Anne Parker
Audrey Parkinson
Mr Edward Peberdy
Mrs Nora Peberdy
Juliet Pennant
Cherry Plant
Mr Ian Plant
Lesley Prais
Mr H Rae

Mary Cross
Mr D Hargreaves

Wiltshire
Mrs Jenny Bates
Audrey Brodrick
Mr Stephen Burnell
Mr Roger Carter
Tina Chowles
Mr Peter Cruttwell
Elizabeth Gilbert
Peter Glasson
Mrs A Griffin
Mr Alan Griffiths
Mr P Hatvany
Mr Douglas Higham
Mrs Mo Hill
Mr John Holford
Sir Elgar Jenkins
Mrs Fiona Kempson
Mrs Sue Linkins
Daphne Marchington
Myles Marchington
Mrs H Mohr
Mr Andrew Mundy
Mr Leslie Shepherd
Mr John Stott
Mrs R Thomas
Mr R Weaver
Mr Brian Webber
Ann White
Mr Arnie Whitfield
Mrs Ros Wilcox
Geraldine Williams

Worcestershire
Peter Balchin
Mrs Kate Davis
Mr Chris Flood
Mrs Sally Flood
David Hayes
David Lancaster
Diana Macmaster
Ms Pat Ogle
Mrs Beryl Osborne
Mr Tim Vivian
Mr Allan Wallace
Mrs Sheila Williams

Yorkshire
Mr Jonathon Allison
Mr Lester Battersby
Mr Kevin Bennet
Mrs Shirley Bettam
Mrs Grace Birchall
Mrs P J Bodle
Dorothy Bradley
Mrs Beatrice Cairns
Mrs Gillian Carter
Ms Roxana Clifton

Mr Oliver Cowan
Douglas Crawford
Mrs Ann Creswell
Mrs Jean Crowther
Mrs Jean Debenham
Mr Jim Denmark
Mrs C Donnelly
Mr D J Elliot
Mrs J Elliott
Tess Elton
Audrey Evans
Mr Ian Foote
Mrs Gillian Fry
Tricia Gerstein
Nicky Gibb
Mr Terry Gibb
Judith Greenwood
Miss M Hall
Ray Harrison
Mrs M Hirst
Marge Holleman
Mr Michael Holroyd
Mrs M Ivey
Peter Jackson
Mr Ray Joule
Mrs T Karanovic
Andrew John Kaye
Mr Paul Kilburn
Mr Neil Lawrie
Debbie Leslie
Mr Lionel Levine
Amanda Lindsay
Mrs Jean Mackay
Mrs B Maclean
Mr Bill Mallinson
Rita Manning
Mr PA Mayor
Mr Mick Metson
Anne Miller
Mrs Sheila Muress
Mr J Newby
Mr D Owen
Mrs J Owen
Mrs Helga Pearson
Mrs D Pendleton
Miss Zena Pike
Mrs S Ripley
Mr Alec Rishehri
Cath Russell
Mr K G Saxby
Elizabeth Sharpe
Elaine Simon
Mrs Margaret Smith
Mrs R Sowray
Mrs Jean Stabler
Mrs Sheila Stewart
Mrs JH Storer
A Sutherland
Mr A Taylor
Mr M Taylor
Miss V Thompson
Mr Martin Tidswell
Bernard Turnbull
Mr Don Turner
Margaret Turner
Mr P Turner
Mrs Margaret Waite
Mrs T Ward
Mr CR White
Christine Willey
Mrs Sally Wootton
Christopher Wright
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PLAY QUIZ

Solutions to Problems
on Page 35
by Julian Pottage
Problem 1
´ AQ843
™ J
t A Q 10 5
® A94
´
™
t
®

10 7
K9754
84
Q 10 6 3
´
™
t
®

N
E

W
S

´
™
t
®

K965
8632
K62
J8

J2
A Q 10
J973
K752

You are declarer in 3NT and West leads the
five of hearts. How do you plan the play?
The lead is likely to be fourth highest,
which means West has the king of hearts.
The danger is that East holds the other
missing kings.
If you win the first trick in hand and
take the diamond finesse, East can win
and return a heart. You play the ten but
this loses to the king and a third heart
comes back. With only eight tricks ready

to run (one spade, two hearts, three
diamonds and two clubs), you have to try
the spade finesse. When East produces the
king there as well as a fourth heart, you go
down.
It is slightly better if you take the spade
finesse rather than the diamond finesse.
Even if the finesse loses, you will have nine
tricks if the spades break 3-3. You will have
time to test for that before falling back on
the diamonds. Unfortunately, this extra
chance fails to materialise and down you
go.
The winning line uses a technique
known as ‘avoidance’. You try to make it
hard for East to gain the lead. You win the
first trick in dummy and lead a low spade.
If East plays low, your jack wins. With a
spade trick in the bag, you can play on
diamonds. If East takes the king of spades,
it takes only low cards. After that, with the
normal 4-2 spade split, all the remaining
spades are good.
If West had the king of spades, you
would not mind. Your heart holding is
immune from attack from West’s side of
the table and you would have time to
develop the diamonds.

Free trial ´ Acol widely played
Special subscription rates for EBU members
Friendly & fun online club for all players

www.ebu.co.uk

Problem 2
´ AK4
™ Q6
t Q 10 5 3
® AQ94
´
™
t
®

J8753
10 9 7 5 4
84
6
´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

10 6
KJ82
K9762
K8

Q92
A3
AJ
J 10 7 5 3 2

You are declarer in 6®. West leads the ten of
hearts. You try the queen from dummy but
East covers. How do you plan the play?
Clearly, you should win the first trick.
There is no good reason to delay drawing
trumps. How should you play them?
If you take a losing finesse, a heart will
come back and you will be down no
matter how favourably the diamonds lie.
A better bet is to play East for the king of
diamonds rather than West for the king
of clubs. If the diamond position is
favourable, you can avoid a loser in the
suit and set up a winner on which to
discard your heart loser. So long as you
do not lose anything in the red suits, you
can afford a trump loser.
You play the jack of clubs, tempting a
cover, and overtake with the ace. You
finesse the jack of diamonds successfully
and cash the ace. You then cross to dummy
with a spade and take the marked ruffing
finesse against the king of diamonds. If
East covers, you can return to dummy
with another spade to discard a heart on
the fourth round of diamonds. If East
does not cover, you discard the heart on
the third diamond.
r
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12 – 21 August 2011

Brighton
Seniors
Congress

Brighton
Summer
Meeting

Hilton Metropole
Hotel, Brighton
15-18 August 2011
Senior event players
must have been born in
or before 1951.

Hilton Metropole Hotel

Really
Easy
Congresses
Really Easy:
15-17 August 2011
NEXT STEP:
16-18 August 2011
Hilton Metropole
Hotel, Brighton
Once again there will be
two congresses: the Really
Easy Congress and the
Next Step Congress.

This is a Level 4
tournament

The event incorporates
the Really Easy Congress (15-17 August),
the Next Step Congress (16-18 August)
and the Seniors Congress (15-18 August)
The Senior Pairs will start in
the evening on Monday 15th
and Session II will be on
Tuesday 16th afternoon, with
the Final and Consolation
Final on Tuesday evening.
Session I of the Senior Swiss
Teams will be on Wednesday
17th afternoon,
with Session II on Thursday
18th afternoon.
Both sessions will start at
1pm.

Entries and
enquiries to
Competitions
Dept, EBU

( 01296 317203/219
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•

First weekend: Green-pointed Swiss Pairs
championship for the Harold Poster Cup

•

Wind down on Sunday evening in an
Open Pairs or Open Teams (free entry to
Swiss Pairs players)

•

Mid-week events include a ‘Play with
the Experts’ Pairs, a Mixed Pivot Teams,
and a Mixed Pairs (now all Green-pointed events)

•

Open Pairs available every afternoon
(subject to demand)

•

Second Weekend: Green-pointed Four
Stars Swiss Teams championship

•

The last Friday afternoon Open Pairs is
also available free of charge to all Swiss
Teams players (1.00 pm start)

Entries ( 01296 317203/219

The Really Easy Congress
is for novice players and students, who will be playing
from Monday 15th to
Wednesday 17th (usually
18-21 board sessions).
Players with a few years’
experience are also welcome. Participants will be
expected to play Standard
English Acol.
Those wanting a more challenging event can enter the
Next Step Congress from
Tuesday 16th to Thursday
18th.

Entries and
enquiries to
Competitions
Dept, EBU

( 01296 317203/219

www.ebu.co.uk

The EBU’s
75th Anniversary Quiz
All the answers can be found inside this magazine. Send your entries to the Editor
(e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk or write to 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR) by 20th June 2011.
The first correct entry out of a hat will win £100 in EBU vouchers.*
1. Which member of the GB team that

10. Who is this, and which publication

came second in the 1987 Bermuda
Bowl came out of retirement to win
the Gold Cup in 2010?

did he start editing in 1946? (1 point
for each.)

15. Who wrote under the pseudonym
‘Goulash’?

16. Who was the first chairman of the
EBU?

2. What does the abbreviation ‘MDAG’
17. Who is missing from this list of the

stand for?

1955 Bermuda Bowl winning team?
Terence Reese, Boris Schapiro, Adam
Meredith, Kenneth Konstam, Jordanis Pavlides and . . . ?

3. Which system did Sandra Landy’s
grandmother play?

4. Who is this?
18. In which year did the EBU Headquarters move from 81 High Street,
Thame, to 15B High Street?

11. In which decade did the British Bridge

19. What is the name of the school that

League and the European Bridge
League supplement the Portland Club
in promulgating the Bridge Laws?

played a Minibridge tournament at the
House of Lords in November 2010?

20. Which team did England beat in the
12. Which four British players played in
both winning Venice Cup teams in
1981 and 1985? (1 point for each.)

final of the Women’s Series at the
Beijing World Bridge Games in 2008?

21. Which event was the EBU holding
5. Which twin brothers were part of the

13. Who is this?

here?

1989 winning World Junior Championship team?

6. In which year was the Master Points
Scheme introduced?

7. Who wrote The Gold Book? And what
is its proper title? (1 point for each.)

8. In which year were the Laws of
Duplicate Bridge first published?

9. Which system with allegedly no conventions or forcing opening bids was
popular in the North and was still
being played in the 1960s?

www.ebu.co.uk

14. In which year was the Tournament
Bridge Association taken over by the
EBU?

*These vouchers can be used to purchase
goods sold by the EBU Shop or to enter
any EBU tournament.
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