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FORGIVE me for continuing to bang this
particular drum, but three years ago, when
you elected me as Chairman, I promised that
I would work to demonstrate the benefits
that playing bridge can bring to society. Why
did I make that promise? Because I honestly
believe that bridge can make a difference to
people’s lives on very many levels. Whether it
is creating numerate young people through
playing Minibridge, or helping to protect
against dementia through stimulating the
brain and stemming cognitive decline
through social interaction, these activities
can and will have an effect on our society
and our economy.
Currently at least 25% of GDP is generated from maths-based business (see The
Daily Telegraph of 18th November 2010:
‘Learn maths to boost the economy, scientist
advises’ by Laura Roberts). This will reduce
dramatically if the decline in maths teaching
in schools in England is not halted. And if
our children’s maths ability improves, it can
be increased by 0.44% per annum, which
will enhance the economy over a period of
years.
Today, according to the UK Alzheimer’s
society, we have 750,000 individuals
suffering from dementia. The cost to the
country of dealing with the condition has
risen to over £20 billion. In the next ten years
at least a further 250,000 people will become
sufferers. In today’s money that would cost
another £6.5 billion.
Why mention this now? Because these
activities demonstrating public benefit are at
the core of registering the EBU as a charity,
something we asked the Shareholders to
discuss and vote on at the meeting.
Charity registration will require a great
deal of hard work. We have come a long way
since the mid-noughties and it is you, the
Shareholders as representatives of your
Counties, who have enabled us, your Board of
Directors, to work towards the goal of
developing an organisation that has its

activities recognised nationally and is an
agent for good in our society.

SUCCESSION PLANNING
This time last year I talked about succession
planning and the Board did a great deal of
work creating roles and responsibilities for
the Officers, Board Directors, Standing
Committees and their Chairmen. I hope that
you are all now aware of the very positive
debate we had at the County Chairmen’s
meeting at the end of June. The one element
that is implicit in our work is that this is a
membership organisation made up of individuals with various interests in our game,
all of whom need to be considered in everything that we do. This is the most interesting
and challenging dynamic of being involved
in running the not-for-profit business that is
the EBU.
I am delighted that our investment in
succession planning has provided us with
three new members of the Board. The first
two have been elected: Ian Payn, who will be
involved with the Tournament Committee,
and Val Gibson, who will be taking over as
Chairman of the Club Committee. Jerry Cope
has been appointed to the Board (this is a new
process which enables us to tap into specific
expertise, as required); he will help us on the
development of our strategy plan for the next
five years – as will Malcolm Oliver, who stays
on in this same capacity.
They join Heather and Jeremy Dhondy,
Michael Hill, Graham Jepson and Andrew
Petrie – a committed and hard-working group
of people of whom I, as Chairman, am
extremely proud.
Sally concluded by thanking, both on behalf of
the EBU as well as personally, many
individuals, trusts and companies for their
help and support. Their names can be seen
in the minutes of the AGM on the EBU
r
website, www.ebu.co.uk
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XMAS QUIZ

2011 Christmas
Competition
We are delighted that this year’s Quizmaster is Paul Hackett,
double Seniors World Champion and England’s only World Senior Grand Master.
Entries must reach the Editor (23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR or e-mail
elena@ebu.co.uk) not later than 5th January 2012. The first correct entry out of a hat
will win a luxury Pellissier card table; bridge books will be sent to second and third.
Solutions and winners’ names will be published in the February 2012 issue.

Paul Hackett
On each problem you are West and must
choose your call from the three options
offered. Assume you are playing pairs
unless told otherwise.

1. ´ K Q 10 9 6 4
West
1´
?

5. ´ A K 6 5

™ Void t A Q 6 3 ® Q J 10

North
2™

East
3t

South
3™

™ A 8 t 2 ® A K Q 10 6 4

West

North

East

Dble
3™
?

Pass
Pass

1´
3´

South
1™
2™
Pass

What call do you make?
A) 4®; B) 4´; C) 4™.

West

North

9. ´

South
Pass

A 8 7 ™ 6 5 4 t Q J 10 5 3 2 ® 5

™ A 10 9 t 8 ® A K J 10 8 2
West

t K 10 8 6 4
East

East
Dble

What call do you make?
A) Pass; B) 3®; C) 2NT.
__________

__________
™ QJ7

North
1´

__________

6. ´ A Q 7
´ K 4

West

™ Void t J 6 ® A 9 8 7 6 5

?

What call do you make?
A) 4t; B) 4™; C) 4´.

2.

8. ´ K J 7 5 4

West
1®
?

® A J7

South
1´

?

North
Pass

East
1´

South
Pass

North
1®

East
1t

South
1´

?

What call do you make?
A) 3t; B) 4®; C) 5t.

What call do you make?
A) 2™; B) 3®; C) 3´.

__________
It is Game All. What call do you make?
A) Double; B) 2t; C) Pass.

__________

10. ´
7.

__________

3.

West
West

North

East

Pass
?

4´

5´

´ K5 4 2 ™ QJ5 t A 7 3 ® J 7 5
West

North

?

East
1NT*
*12-14

J 4 ™ 7 2 t A 8 7 5 4 ® J 8 7 4

´ 9 4 3 ™ 7 3 2 t K6 4 3 ® K7 3

South
Pass

What call do you make?
A) 6®/6t; B) 5NT; C) 6´.

South
1´
Pass

2t
?

North
1®
2™

East
Dble
2´

South
1™
Pass

What call do you make at Love All, playing
Teams?
A) Pass; B) 3´; C) 3®.
r

What call do you make?
A) 2®; B) 2NT; C) Pass.
__________

4. ´ K 7 6
West
1t
?

™ A 10 t K Q 10 6 5 ® J 10 3
North
Pass

East
1´

South
Pass

Have fun also with Paul Hackett’s
Bridge Trivia (non-prize) Quiz on page 23.
English Bridge and the EBU wish you all
a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

Playing a strong 1NT, what do you bid?
A) 1NT; B) 2´; C) 2t.

www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge holidays
with a difference
Great value and accommodation:
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DURING the bidding, you should try to
assess whether it’s your deal or theirs – i.e.
which side can make the higher contract. If
you think the deal belongs to you, then
either you should declare or defend
doubled. You mustn’t defend undoubled,
letting the opponents steal from you.
Say you bid up to 3™ at Game All. You
expect to make it (but not 4™). The
opponents then bid on to 3´ which you
think will probably go down one (but
would not be surprised if it made). At teams
or rubber you would pass without a flicker
and be happy to collect +100.
That is simply not good enough at pairs,
where other pairs holding your cards will be
making +140 in 3™. You must double the
opponents in 3´. If they make it (your
double turning -140 into -730), you have
converted a mouldy result (say 20%) into a
zero, not a big deal; however, if they go
down one, you have turned a mouldly result
(+100 will not score well compared to
+140) into a top (+200). Doubling gives
you far more to gain (when 3´ goes down)
than to lose (when 3´ makes).
If, however, you were far from sure that it
was your deal and that 3™ was making, you
would not double 3´. Who knows – other
pairs might be bidding and making 4´ with
your opponents’ cards, in which case doubling 3´ turns a good result (the opponents
missing game) into a bottom. Disaster!
Exercise: the vulnerability is Game All.
West

North

East

Pass
Pass
Pass

1´
Pass
?

Pass
3™

You are more likely to defeat 3™ holding
Hand A, with a likely trump trick. Yet Hand
B makes the better pairs double. Partly this
is because there is a danger that your double
(on Hand A) might tip declarer off to pick
up your trump holding, which he would
not do should you remain silent. There is a
more central issue, however: holding Hand
A – frankly, a pile of junk – you did not
really expect to make 2´. Any plus score
your way, doubled or undoubled, will likely
score well. Holding Hand B, your cards
work much better for a spade contract and
2´ might well make (+110); you therefore
need to double 3™ in order to ‘protect your
plus score’. If the opponents make 3™, your
double will turn 20% into zero – not
something to worry about too much.
However, if they go down one in 3™, then
the difference between +100 and +200
(crucially overtaking the +110 available in
2´) will be immense.
Take this deal:

´
™
t
®

South
1®
2´
Pass

As North you hold:
Hand A
´ J642
™ Q 10 9
t K Q 10
® J53

www.ebu.co.uk

Hand B
´ A8732
™ 862
t QJ9
® 10 4

1
2

Game All. Dealer West.
´ A52
™ Q3
t 86432
® KJ7
K J 10 3
´ Q864
N
K7
™ 10 6 4
W
E
K 10
t QJ9
S
Q 10 6 5 4
® A92
´ 97
™ AJ9852
t A75
® 83

West
North
East
South
1®
Pass
1´
Pass1
2´
Pass
Pass
3™2
3
Pass
Pass
Dble
All Pass
Might bid 2™ in the live auction.
With the opponents finding a fit and
stopping at the two-level it would be

PAIRS TACTICS

Don’t Let
the Opponents Steal
Undoubled
Andrew Robson
3

lily-livered to sell out to 2´.
Expected to make 2´, so must risk this
double.

The traveller will be littered with +110s in
2´. (It looks like East can make nine tricks,
losing just a club trick and the three aces,
but South’s likely club lead – or switch – will
secure a third-round ruff, thereby holding
declarer to eight.) If East fails to double 3™,
he will need to defeat that contract by two
tricks to score better than +110; double, and
he only needs to beat it by one trick.
West leads the jack of spades, declarer
ducking and winning a second spade with
the ace. He runs the queen of trumps to
West’s king and West tries to cash the king
of spades. Declarer ruffs, draws trumps and
now plays ace and another diamond (to
garner information in order to make the
correct club guess). When West wins the
king and switches to a club, declarer knows
that East has to have the ace: with good
trumps, both red-suit kings and the ace of
clubs, West would likely have bid to 3´, not
to mention what East needed to respond
(and to double). Declarer inserts dummy’s
jack, forcing out the ace and so escapes with
down one.
Little solace for declarer though, for 3™
down one, crucially doubled, is the dreaded
minus 200 on a part-score deal. Great
double, East! Note that his primary
motivation for the double was more
focused on the fact that he expected to make
2´, than whether he was defeating 3™.

Andrew’s Tip: Don’t let the opponents steal from you undoubled
when the deal belongs to you. r
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The Matron’s
Daring Raise
IT was the last school duplicate before
Christmas and the Headmaster was
wiping his brow with a large handkerchief.
‘Surely there must be some way to turn the
heating down,’ he exclaimed ‘It’s absolutely freezing outside and we all sit here
perspiring.’
‘I never perspire,’ observed the Matron.
‘It’s not very good manners, we were
always taught.’
‘I phoned Mr Johnson before the session,’
continued the Headmaster. ‘No reply from
his workshop, as usual.’
The Reverend Benson leaned forward. ‘I
think he goes to the Angel Inn quiz night
on Thursdays. His team won second prize
last week.’
‘The man is paid to maintain the school
appliances, not to drink the local hostelries dry,’ declared the Headmaster. ‘It’s like
a tropical jungle in here. I’m almost
tempted to take my gown off.’
The players drew their cards for this
deal:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer: South.
´ J3
™ 942
t AQ964
® 753
KQ954
´ 10 8
N
KQJ76
™ 10 8 5 3
W
E
8
t 72
S
Q6
® J 10 8 4 2
´ A762
™ A
t K J 10 5 3
® AK9

West
Headmaster

North
The
Matron

2t
3t
Pass
5t
All Pass

www.ebu.co.uk

East
Rev.
Benson
Pass
Pass

South
Stefan
Götel
1t
4NT
6t

The Headmaster, whose Michaels cue-bid
had shown at least 5-5 shape in the
majors, led the king of hearts against the
diamond slam.
‘I’m afraid I’ve been a bit naughty,’
apologised the Matron, as she laid out her
cards. ‘You need 11 points for a doubleraise but I only have 7.’
‘Excellent bid, partner!’ the young
German master exclaimed. Mind you, it
did seem that they were too high. How
could he avoid two black-suit losers?
Stefan Götel won the heart lead with the
ace, crossed to dummy with the nine of
trumps and ruffed a heart in his hand.
Returning to dummy with the trump
queen, West showing out, he ruffed
dummy’s last heart.
Götel paused to count the West hand.
The Headmaster’s Michaels bid left room
for at most three cards in the minors. He
had followed to one round of trumps and
could therefore hold at most two clubs.
Götel played the ace-king of clubs,
removing West’s safe exit cards in the suit.
These cards were still out:

´
™
t
®

´ J3
™ —
t A64
® 7
KQ954
N
Q
W
E
—
S
—
´ A76
™ —
t K
® 9

David Bird

BRIDGE FICTION

Bridge at Cholmeley School

won with the spade ace, noting with great
pleasure that East had produced the eight
and ten of spades. Einfach unglaublich! He
was actually going to make the slam.
When declarer’s seven of spades appeared
on the table, the Headmaster covered with
the nine. ‘Ruff, please,’ said Götel.
‘With a big trump or a low trump?’
queried the Matron.
‘Low will be fine, partner,’ Götel replied.
A trump to the king allowed declarer to
discard dummy’s club loser on the established six of spades. He could then claim
the contract.
The Reverend Benson looked blankly
across the table. ‘How on earth did that six
of spades become good?’ he queried.
The Headmaster thrust his cards back
into the board. The room was intolerably
hot, yes, but was it too much to expect
Benson to follow the play?
The Matron reached happily for the
score-sheet. ‘That should be a nice one for
us,’ she observed. ‘I can’t believe anyone
else will raise the diamonds on my hand!’

ADVERTISEMENTS

´
™
t
®
2

10 8
10
—
J 10 8

When a low spade was led towards
dummy, the Headmaster went in with the
queen. A heart exit would give a ruff-anddiscard, allowing declarer to dispose of his
club loser. The Headmaster therefore had
to exit with the king of spades. Stefan Götel

Although staff of English Bridge and the
staff of Danby Advertising (Advertising
Agent for English Bridge) take all reasonable precautions to protect the interests of
readers by ensuring as far as practicable that
advertisements in the pages of English Bridge
are bona fide, the magazine and its publisher,
the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking in
respect of claims made by advertisers,
whether these advertisements are printed as
part of the magazine, or are in the form of
inserts. Legal remedies are available if redress
is sought, and readers who have complaints
should address them to the advertiser or
should consult a local Trading Standards
Office, or a Citizens’ Advice Bureau, or their
own solicitors. Readers should note that
prices advertised may not be accurate due to
currency exchange rate fluctuations, or tax
changes.

December 2011 English Bridge

9

Excel Bridge
For the very best in Luxury Bridge Breaks

Early Weekend Breaks in 2012
Spectacular setting right on the Thames

The Swan, STREATLEY
Jan 20-22/23 £225/265
Mar 16-18/19 £235/275

Right in the heart of this historic town

The Castle Hotel, WINDSOR
Feb 17-19/20 £198/233

Full of traditional charm and elegance

The Hydro, EASTBOURNE
Feb 24-26/27 £192/230

Ring NOW for a copy of
our full 2012 programme
Telephone: 0117 9246292
Website: www.excelbridge.co.uk

“Excel for Excellence”
Generous Prizes • Quality Hotels • Bridge licensed by the EBU
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N/S Game. Dealer East.
´ Q4
™ 9763
t K8653
® A9
´ A963
™ Q
N
W
t J7
® 10 7 6 4 3 2

West

North

3´

4™

East
1´
All Pass

South
2™

PLAYING teams, East opens 1´ and South
overcalls 2™. What call do you make with
the West cards?
Bid 3´, showing a pre-emptive raise. If
you had a good raise, you could have
shown it with a bid of 3™.
North now has a close decision between
pass and 4™. Although his spade holding
is poor, a fourth trump and crisp holdings
in the minors should be enough to
persuade him to have a go at 4™. This is

passed back to you as West, and although
4´ figures to be a cheap save, you have
made your pre-emptive bid, forcing the
opponents to guess at a high level, and
should now pass and hope that they have
guessed wrong.
You lead the ace of spades, and another
spade to partner’s king with declarer
following. Partner now switches to the
queen of clubs; declarer wins with the king
in hand, and draws trumps in two rounds.
Now comes a club to dummy’s ace
followed by a diamond to the two and
queen. Which card do you play?
This is the position we have reached
(before the diamond lead):

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

96
—
J7
10 6 4

—
97
K8653
—

Heather’s Hints

Try to Stay
One Step Ahead
of Your Opponents
Heather Dhondy

You are going to defeat this contract
only if your side can take two diamond
tricks. For this to happen, you will need
partner to hold the ten of diamonds, and
you should unblock the jack now or else
declarer can duck the next diamond and
you will be endplayed.
This was the full deal:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

N
W

Q4
9763
K8653
A9

A963
N
Q
E
W
S
J7
10 7 6 4 3 2
´ 87
™ A K 10 8
t Q94
® K5

´
™
t
®

K J 10 5 2
J5
A 10 2
QJ8

42

Heather’s Hints

www.ebu.co.uk

•

When you make a pre-emptive bid,
do not bid again. Instead, you
should hope that your pre-empt
has done the damage and that the
opponents are in the wrong
contract.

•

Try to stay one step ahead of your
opponent whether declaring or
defending. Consider what his next
move will be and if there is any way
to foil his plan.

•

Play partner to hold the cards you
need in order to defeat the contract
at teams or rubber bridge.
r
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Mike Swanson Presents

DIAMOND BRIDGE

Our prices are inclusive of bridge costs.

Benidorm, Costa Blanca
10th January 2012 - 14 nights full-board from £639 *
Our 15th visit to the Hotel Poseidon Palace. * Price
excludes flights, available from many regional airports
for around £100.
Benalmadena, Costa del Sol
28th January 2012 - 14 nights half-board from £647 *
The Sunset Beach Club Hotel is set right by the sea and
the beautiful sandy beach. * Price excludes flights, available
from many regional airports for around £100.
Land of the Northern Lights aboard Marco Polo
16th March 2012 - 14 nights from £1064
A “cruise without flights” from Tilbury to Amsterdam,
Norway and the amazing Aurora Borealis.
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Panama Canal aboard Seven Seas Navigator
13th April 2012 - 19 nights from £4769
A 6-star cruise from Florida to Cayman Islands, Colombia,
Panama Canal, Mexico, San Diego & San Francisco. Price
includes flights, excursions, all on-board drinks & gratuities
Kefalonia, Greece
8th May 2012 - 14 nights half-board from £924
We have visited the Hotel Mediterranée many times but
this will be our first springtime visit in twelve years giving
us the chance to enjoy the wild flowers.
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Alaska & California aboard Seven Seas Navigator
21st August 2012 -14 nights from £4802
A 6-star cruise from Vancouver to five Alaskan ports,
Hubbard Glacier, Victoria (Canada), Astoria (Oregon) &
San Francisco. Price includes flights, excursions, all
on-board drinks & gratuities
Corfu, Greece
17th September 2012 - 14 nights half-board from £1095
Our 7th visit to the Hotel Corfu Chandris with its
beautiful gardens and beach-side location.
Cambodia, Vietnam & Mekong River Cruise
6th November 2012 - 17 nights from £3053
Visit Hanoi, Halong Bay, Angkor Wat before taking a
7-night Mekong river cruise and then finishing with a stay in
Ho Chi Minh City. Price includes all excursions but not flights.
All Diamond Bridge Holidays are fully bonded under TTA Licence U9125 and ATOL T7399
held by Holidays4Golfers Ltd. All payments must be made to “Holidays4Golfers Ltd”

Bridge licensed by the EBU

Diamond Bridge
email: info@diamondbridge.co.uk www.diamondbridge.co.uk

Tel: 01928 790080
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Baltic Cruise aboard Balmoral
28th June 2012 - 14 nights from £1729
A “cruise without flights” from Southampton to
Denmark, Latvia, Lithuania, two days in St Petersburg,
Estonia & Sweden.
Emerald Isles aboard Marco Polo
8th July 2012 - 12 nights from £1081
A “cruise without flights” from Tilbury to Cobh,
Glengariff, Killybegs, Galway, Londonderry, Belfast,
Isle of Man & Leith.
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Except where shown, prices based upon 14 nights shared
occupancy of a twin/double room, on a half board basis
3850

Full colour brochures for all of the above
holidays available on request from:
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‘YOU’VE done well this evening, John,
you haven’t forgotten any of the system so
far,’ said Julie warningly.
‘I am getting very tired so please don’t
try anything complicated that I might forget
on the last round,’ pleaded John.

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer
´ A9874
™ QJ6
t K5
® A 10 9
K52
N
K8
W
E
943
S
KJ875
´ J3
™ A 10 9 5 3
t QJ762
® Q

West

North
Julie

Pass
Pass
Pass

1´
3®
Pass

East
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

East.

´
™
t
®

Q 10 6
742
A 10 8
6432

South
John
1™
2t
3NT

John just looked at his distribution and
smattering of honours and opened 1™
without paying heed to how poor his hand
was. True to his word he failed to realise
that Julie’s 3® was Fourth Suit Forcing (all
conventions are complicated when you are
tired!), which is why he went to 3NT.
Julie wasn’t much better though, as she
failed to tell the opponents of John’s
failure to alert, as was her duty, before the
opening lead was made. As a result West
decided to lead the four of diamonds
(second highest from a bad suit) instead of
a club and, as Julie’s 3® looked sort of
natural, he decided to say nothing.
East was unable to tell whether partner’s
lead was fourth highest or a lead from a

www.ebu.co.uk

bad suit, as is often the case with second
highest, so when John played the king of
diamonds from dummy he took the ace
and returned the ten of diamonds giving
John time to concede the king of hearts
and claim ten tricks.
Turning to the opponents, Julie said: ‘At
this stage I should tell you that John forgot
to alert my 3® as it was fourth suit forcing.’
‘That’s because I forgot what it was,’
replied John. ‘I would hardly bid 3NT on a
singleton Queen otherwise.’
‘I think we had better call the Director
as if it had been alerted I would certainly
have led a club,’ said West.
‘The first thing I need to explain is when
you should call me after partner has misinformed the opponents,’ said the
Director. ‘If you are declarer or dummy you
should offer a correct explanation before
the opening lead is faced and, as you are
still technically in the auction period, the
player who has made the final pass can
withdraw it and set the auction in motion
again. If you are a defender you must wait
until the end of the play of the hand before
saying anything as partner must be given
the opportunity to misdefend as a result of
misinterpreting your bid.’
‘What if partner gives a correct explanation when I have got the system wrong?’
asked John unsurprisingly.
‘Then you are under no obligation to
say anything as the opponents are only
entitled to know what your bid means,
not what you actually hold. Now, turning
to what actually happened, I am satisfied
that West would lead a club if 3® had

Mike Swanson

DIRECTOR, PLEASE!

Julie compounds
John’s Failure
to Alert

been alerted.’*
‘Which I would have let run around to
my queen,’ interjected John.
The Director continued: ‘Nevertheless,
you have to eliminate both the ace of diamonds and the king of hearts in order to
make your contract, and the opponents
are now one step ahead and will take three
club tricks, as well as the two red honours,
so I am going to adjust the score to 3NT
minus one.’
‘But if I play all the diamonds before
trying the hearts West might have trouble
in what to throw away and then maybe I
could endplay him to lead away from his
king of hearts,’ said John hopefully.
‘I don’t think so. You are far more likely
to go for the heart finesse when you are in
the dummy with ace of clubs, so my ruling
stands.’
‘The very thought of you finding an
endplay when you are so tired is ridiculous. I am not so sure you could even
manage to remember the contract at the
moment,’ observed Julie in a surprisingly
sympathetic tone. Perhaps the Christmas
spirit was beginning to kick in.
*Author’s Note: this ruling would only be
appropriate in a club environment where
Fourth Suit Forcing is not the norm. At
tournament level players would be expected to
regard FSF as a strong possibility despite the
absence of an alert and would be expected to
r
ask in order to protect themselves.

BRIDGE AND GOLF GIFTS DIRECT LIMITED
Large selection of bridge and golf gifts, and bridge accessories
available online at www.bridgeandgolfgifts.co.uk

( 020 8954 8006 / 07853 066 582 Fax: 020 420 7006
E-mail: baggdirect@live.co.uk
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HEARTBREAK IN VELDHOVEN
by David Bird
THE 2011 Venice Cup (the Women’s world
championship) was held in Veldhoven, the
Netherlands. At the start the bookies rated
the England team as 15/1 seventh favourites. There would be a 21-match roundrobin, after which the top eight teams
would progress into the quarter-finals.
On the first two days England picked up
wins against Sweden, Poland, Brazil and
India, drawing with Canada and losing by
just 14-16 VPs to USA 1. This left us in
third place behind Sweden and Germany.
Big wins against Japan and Egypt on the
next day were accompanied by a 7-23 VPs
loss to the favourites, France. After nine
matches the Butler Table (evaluating the
performances of individual pairs) showed
that Sally Brock and Nicola Smith were
first out of seventy pairs, averaging +1.34
IMPs per board; Fiona Brown and Susan
Stockdale were second with an average of
+1.08 IMPs per board. Excellent!
On the fourth day, wins over Jordan and
China, along with a draw against New
Zealand, took England into first place in
the table – a great position with nine
matches to play. Day 5 produced wins
against Italy and Venezuela, combined
with a 14-16 VPs loss to USA 2, leaving
England still top of the table. The
penultimate day brought a slight stutter,
20-10 VPs against Indonesia but a 13-17
VPs loss to Australia and a surprise 12-18
VPs loss to bottom team, Trinidad &
Tobago. However, we were still in second
place. On the last day good wins against
the Netherlands, Morocco and Germany
resulted in this final leader board:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

14

USA 2
USA 1
England
China
Sweden
Indonesia
Netherlands
France

391
389
384
368
365
357
355
352
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The Butler Table for the round-robin stage
showed that Sally Brock and Nicola Smith
were 2nd out of 70 with +0.93 IMPs per
board, Fiona Brown and Susan Stockdale
were 13th with +0.62 IMPs per board,
Heather Dhondy and Nevena Senior were
29th with +0.14 IMPs per board.
USA 2 chose to face Indonesia, while
USA 1 chose the Netherlands. England,
with third choice, elected to play Sweden.
China v France would be the fourth
quarter-final. It’s time for some hands,
you say? You could be right!
After five sets of England’s quarter-final
against Sweden, the score was 157-157
IMPs. This was an early board in the last
set:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer: South.
´ J832
™ 10 8 7 4
t A7
® AQ2
94
´ KQ75
N
AK963
™ QJ52
W
E
82
t QJ53
S
J 10 8 7
® 9
´ A 10 6
™ Void
t K 10 9 6 4
® K6543

West
North
Sjoberg Smith
1™
Pass
Pass

Dble
Dble
Pass

East
South
Rimstedt Brock
1t
4™
Pass
Pass
5®
Dble
All Pass

What would you say on the South cards
when partner makes a re-opening double
of 4™? In the Bermuda Bowl, after the
same start, Italy’s Giorgio Duboin tried 4´
and was doubled for 500. Brock made the
better choice of 5® and East doubled.

When West led the ™K, Brock ruffed
and played the ace and king of diamonds.
The key moment arrived when she led a
third round of diamonds. To prevent a
ruff with dummy’s ®2, Emma Sjoberg
misguidedly ruffed with the ®7. Brock
overruffed with the ®Q and called for a
low spade. East played the ´Q, won with
the ´A, and Brock led another diamond. It
made no difference what West did now. In
fact she ruffed with the ®8, overruffed
with the ®A. With the last diamond
established, Brock drew a round of trumps
with the ®K and set up a second spade
trick. She lost just a spade and a trump.
At the other table, the contract was
again 5® doubled and the first three tricks
were the same. When a third round of
diamonds was led, Nevena Senior defended accurately in the West seat, discarding a
spade. Declarer ruffed low, played the ®A-Q
and led a spade to East’s queen and her
ace. When she cleared her spade trick,
Heather Dhondy forced declarer with a
heart. Declarer’s last four cards were:
´6 t10-9 ®K, with Senior holding ™A-9
®J-10. Senior ruffed the spade lead and
forced declarer’s last trump with a heart.
The last two tricks were hers and the
resultant +500 meant a 15-IMP swing to
England.
A few boards later, good declarer play
from Brock and Smith landed back-toback vulnerable spade games. Sharp
defence by Dhondy and Senior defeated
both games at the other table, adding
another 24 IMPs to the cause. England
won the last set 69-11 and were into the
semi-finals!
Almost unbelievably, both the USA
teams were defeated in the quarter-finals.
This was the first time that no USA team
had reached the last four (the Americans
have won the Venice Cup ten times).
England would now face Indonesia, the
conquerors of USA 2. This was the very
first deal of the semi-final:

www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer: South.
´ K96
™ K J 10 8 4
t 65
® J64
10 4
´ Q73
N
Q762
™ A953
W
E
A3
t K7
S
Q9873
® A K 10 5
´ AJ852
™ Void
t Q J 10 9 8 4 2
® 2

West
North
East
Murniati Stockdale Dewi
Pass
1™
3™
Pass

Pass
Pass
Pass
4t

1t
2™
Pass
Dble

South
Brown
Pass
Pass
3t
3´
All Pass

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer: East.
´ AK7543
™ AJ65
t 10
® K5
10
´ Q6
N
W
E
Q9
™
K 10 8 7 3 2
S
QJ98532
t A74
10 6 4
® 87
´ J982
™ 4
t K6
® AQJ932

West
Dewi

North
Senior

3™
Pass
Pass

3´
4NT
5™

East
Murniati
2™
Pass
Pass
Pass

South
Dhondy
3®
4´
5t
?

Senior’s 4NT was Roman Key-Card Blackwood and 5t showed one ace. Partner’s
5™, the next available bid in a new suit,
asks for the ´Q. What would you bid?
Thinking it probable that partner held
six spades, Dhondy decided to pretend
that she held the ´Q. If partner held
´A-K-x-x-x-x (which she did), there
would then be a good chance that the ´Q
would drop or could perhaps be picked up
in the West hand. Dhondy duly responded
6t, showing the ´Q and the tK. Senior
bid 6´ and this was easily made.

Photo: Ron Tacchi

Fiona Brown passed at her first two turns
and then entered with 3t. Over West’s 3™,
she showed her spade suit and ended in
4t doubled. A heart lead to the jack and
East’s ace was ruffed by declarer. Brown
played a spade to the king and discarded
her club loser on the ™K. After a spade to
the ace (it would risk a ruff to finesse the
jack), Brown drew trumps and claimed
the contract, losing two trumps and a
spade. That was +510 and a 9-IMP gain
when the Indonesia South opened a twosuited 2´ and Nicola Smith (East) ended
up one down doubled in 3NT. Note that
4´ cannot be made on a club (or heart)
lead because the defenders will force

South’s trumps three times.
Heather Dhondy found a great bid on
the South hand here:

The England Ladies Team: from the left, David Burn (coach), Nevena Senior,
Nicola Smith, Heather Dhondy, Sally Brock, Susan Stockdale, Fiona Brown and
Martin Jones (non-playing captain)

www.ebu.co.uk

After a similar auction, the Indonesia
South thought for some thirty seconds
before bidding 5´, denying the ´Q. When
North raised to 6´ regardless, the Director
was called. The contract was eventually
back-tracked to 5´ since North could tell
(after the long thought) that her partner
held four-card trump support.
England led by 45 IMPs at one stage but
Indonesia gradually ate into this lead, just
as they had done against USA 2. In a
dramatic finish, Indonesia bid and made a
very lucky 6NT (beautifully played, admittedly). They won the semi-final by 7.5
IMPs and English hearts were broken, all
dreams of gold or silver medals vanishing
into the mist.
England then played off against the
Netherlands for the bronze medals. They
were 1 IMP behind with three boards to
play, then disaster! After a start of 1t – 1´ –
4™ by one of our pairs (forgive me if I do
not say which, because they all played so
splendidly over the championship), the
responder assumed that 4™ showed a void
heart rather than the actual singleton. She
bid 7´ when the other two aces were located
and the ™A lead gave 14 IMPs to the Dutch.
Another 9 IMPs followed on the next board
and the Netherlands won by 18. As Anne
Robinson would so cruelly say: ‘England,
you leave with nothing!’ It had been a fine
championship for our team, however, and
we congratulate them – along with their
captain, Martin Jones, and coach, David
Burn. In the final, France (Véronique Bessis,
Bénédicte Cronier, Catherine D’Ovidio,
Danièle Gaviard, Joanna Neve and Sylvie
Willard) defeated Indonesia (Lusje Olha
Bojoh, Fera Damayanti, Suci Amita Dewi,
Kristina Wahyu Murniati, Liem Riantini,
Julita Grace Tueje) by 93.3 IMPs.
What of the other tournaments? In the
Bermuda Bowl, the Netherlands (Sjoert
Brink, Bas Drijver, Simon de Wijs, Louk
Verhees, Bauke Muller and Ricco van Prooijen) beat Italy in one semi-final, with the
young USA 2 team (Kevin Bathurst, Daniel
Zagorin, Joe Grue, Justin Lall, John Hurd
and Joel Wooldridge) beating USA 1 in the
other. In the final the Netherlands defeated
USA 2 by 45 IMPs. Italy won the play-off for
the bronze medal.
In the Seniors final, France (Patrick
Grenthe, Guy Lasserre, Francois Leen hardt, Patrice Piganeau, Philippe Poizat
and Philippe Vanhoutte) beat USA 2 by 5.7
IMPs. In the Transnational teams, the
Israeli Junior team (Alon Birman, Lotan
Fisher, Gal Gerstner, Moshe Meyuchas,
Dror Padon, Ron Schwartz) defeated Oz
r
Open in the final by 27 IMPs.
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Announcing New Bridge Weekends 2012
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Set on Bournemouth’s East Cliff overlooking the bay this
is the ideal location for your bridge holiday.
Full board weekend packages available throughout the year
2 night packages from £150.00 per person. All our holidays are
run by EBU trained directors and include prizes, drinks reception
and daily refreshments.

reservations@dayshotelbournemouth.co.uk
www.dayshotelbournemouth.co.uk

£199

17-19 Feb

Hilton Cobham

£210

9-11 Mar

Hilton Warwick

£209

*6-9 Apr

Easter Bank Holiday
Hilton Cobham

£295

Spring Bank Holiday, Hilton Cobham
(Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee)

£295

22-24 Jun

Hilton Newbury Centre

£209

13-15 Jul

Hilton St. Anne’s Manor, Royal Berks

£215

* 1-4 Jun

Days Hotel Bournemouth
Bridge Holidays

For more information and to check availability
please contact us on 01202 552111 or email:

Hilton Newbury Centre
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Come and enjoy one of the longest established
social Bridge Weekends in the country.
Carefully arranged for you by Lawrence Gaunt
and David Jones for over 20 years. Enjoy good
company, good food, join in the fun and make
new friends. Hosted by some of the best
directors in UK bridge. Enjoy the comfort of 4
Star hotels, many of which have proved popular
with players over many years.
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With David Jones, Lawrence Gaunt
and friends

* 24-27 Aug August Bank Holiday
Hilton Cobham

£295

7-9 Sep

Hilton Basingstoke

£199

19-21 Oct

Hilton Warwick

£209

2-4 Nov

Marriott Northampton

£209

Fully inclusive programme including: Early Arrivals Bridge, Session
Prizes, Master Points, Lunches & Dinners, Tea/Coffee breaks, Bridge
Fees. No hidden costs. Partners arranged for single players.

Weekends are 2 nights / Bank Holidays are based on
three night’s accommodation*
All Bridge events organised in association with Travel Editions

For full details and a brochure Call

0207 553 6950
Visit our website
www.traveleditions/bestofbridge.co.uk
Prices are per person and there are no single room supplements.
Bridge Licensed by the EBU. Includes EBU Master Points.

Bridge licensed by the EBU.
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THIS month’s article sees us return to the
humble uncontested auction as we look at
the situation where partner shows two
suits and we are called upon to decide
which one we prefer – if indeed we prefer
one at all . . .
This is a common situation:
Partner opens 1t;
you make an impeccable response of 1´,
and partner now
bids 2®; what should
you say?
A lot of people will
think: ‘I have shown four spades and I
actually have five, so I will rebid them and
show the extra length.’
The problem with this is that partner
has already shown (at least) nine cards in
diamonds and clubs, so he is quite likely to
be short in spades. It follows therefore that
if you rebid a suit as responder you need a
six-card suit.
What about a bid of no-trumps? You do
have a full heart stopper but you lack the
values for a bid of 2NT which would show
an invitational hand of 10-11 points.
Even though you don’t particularly like
partner’s suits, you’re going to have to
choose one. Although you personally prefer
clubs, as a partnership you should prefer
diamonds, as a 5-2 fit is generally better
than a 4-3 fit. (This is because with a 5-2 fit
you have more trumps than anyone else at
the table 85% of the time, as opposed to
being in a 4-3 fit, when one of your opponents will have the same length as you
nearly 50% of the time)
This is called ‘false preference’, as you are
giving preference to a suit you personally
don’t prefer, but your partnership prefers
as a whole.
More importantly, by bidding 2t you
give partner another chance to bid while
not overbidding your hand. Contrast this
with choosing clubs, where you either
have to pass 2® and risk missing game (if
partner has a reasonable hand with three
spades, for example), or bid 3® which will
´
™
t
®

KJ763
Q 10 3
J5
Q 10 5

www.ebu.co.uk

get you too high as well as putting you in
the wrong strain.
Most of the time partner will pass 2t
but if he makes a try for game, then with a
maximum 9 points (out of the possible
6-9 that simple preference shows) you
should accept it.
What about if you have a hand where
you prefer diamonds enthusiastically?
After 1t from partner, 1´ from you,
and 2® from partner
you can now bid 3t,
to show an eight-card
fit and an invitational
hand (10-11 points).
A common mistake would be to bid 2t
and wait for partner to carry on bidding –
you might be waiting a long time.
What about when you hold a bad hand?
´
™
t
®

A7632
QJ2
KJ3
54

Partner opens 1t;
you bid 1´ and partner bids 2® – what
now?
Those of you who
have read this far will
want to bid 2t recalling that at the beginning of this article
I said that a 5-2 fit was better than a 4-3 fit.
That may be true and if you could choose
the final contract, then 2t would certainly
be higher on your list than 2® , but if you
give false preference on this terrible hand
by bidding 2t partner is very likely to bid
again looking for game. The best thing to
do is to pass 2® and hope your light
response of 1´ has stolen a contract from
the opponents.
´
™
t
®

Q6532
632
K7
965

Another common error is for people to go
on bidding on a misfitting hand in an
effort to ‘improve the contract’, forgetting
that partner might take them seriously.
On the hand shown at the top of the
next column, partner opens 1t and you
correctly respond 1´, but partner disobligingly rebids 2® – what next?
It is true that partner could hold four

Michael Byrne

TRAPS FOR THE UNWARY

Responder’s Rebid:
Giving Preference

cards in hearts and
lack the values to bid
them (as 1t – 1´ –
2™ is a reverse bid
showing 16+) but
I'm afraid you just
have to bid 2t. If
partner does have a concealed heart suit
and enough to invite game (say: ´ Void,
™ Q654, t AKQ72, ® A1073) then it is to
be hoped that he will bid again over 2t. If
you bid 2™ now then every time the hand
is a misfit you will simply end up too high.
Let’s review some of the Dos and Don’ts
of responder’s rebid:
´
™
t
®

J6532
AK87
43
65

Do:
Try and work out what trump suit
you want as a partnership not just
as an individual – remember a 5-2
fit is better than a 4-3 fit (as it is
more resistant to bad breaks).
Make sure you bid the full value of
your hand; if you make the same
bid with 6 points as you do with 11
then partner will be confused.

•
•

Don’t:
Rebid five-card suits when partner
shows 5-4 in two different suits. He
will be short in yours and you may
end up in 5-1 fits.
Forget you are allowed to pass
when you don’t think game is on
and you have reached a reasonable
part-score.
Start trying to improve the contract when you have a bad hand
and a misfit. Just accept a small loss
and move on.
r

•
•
•
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THE DEBATE

Inverted Minor Raises
Are a Good
Convention
Andrew Kambites

THINK back to traditional Acol: Strong
Twos and Weak Threes. It is important to
understand the logic behind this. If you
have a strong hand, you cannot open it at
the one level in case it gets passed out, but
you do want to conserve bidding space as
much as possible. If you have a weak hand,
you want to take up as much space as possible in order to deprive your opponents
of bidding space.
This principle has spread into many
other areas. In a sequence like (1™) – 1´ –
(Pass) – 2™, the last bid is an Unassuming
cue-bid, agreeing spades and making a
game try. Whereas in (1™) – 1´ – (Pass)–
3´, the last bid is pre-emptive. Traditionally, 1™ – (Double) – 3™ was preemptive, showing a good raise to 2™.
Nowadays many pairs want to play 1™ –
(Pass) – 3™ or 1™ – (1´) – 3™ as preemptive, genuine raises to the three level
being shown by a Jacoby 2NT bid after a
pass, or a cue-bid of the opponent’s suit
after an overcall. So the question is this: ‘If
the principle of conserving space with a
good hand, but destroying space with a fit
and a weaker hand is so good in so many
areas, why should it not be good if your
side opens a minor suit?’ I cannot see any
logical answer to that, and that in turn
leads on to Inverted Minor Raises.
Suppose partner opens 1®, playing a
weak 1NT. You hold Hand A below:
Hand A: ´ 9 7 ™ 8 5 4 t K Q 7 6 ® Q J 3 2

A passing fairy tells you your partner
has a minimum 1® opener but offers you
the chance to buy the contract in 3®. Of
course you would accept. How would you
feel if you knew that 3® might go one off?
You should still accept. If 3® goes one off
you can be virtually certain that opponents can make 2™ or 2´. It is pure fantasy
to imagine that if you raise to 2® three
passes will follow. Why should competent
opponents allow you to buy the contract
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Two top players debate a hot bridge topic. Tell us whose argument
has won you over by e-mailing the Editor at elena@ebu.co.uk

at the two level when they know you have
a fit? If you have a fit, they will also have a
fit. If you bid just 2® then this sort of
auction is likely to develop:
West
1®
Pass

North
Pass
2´

East
2®
3®

South
Pass
3´

Your 2® invited opponents into the auction: now they have found their fit and outbid you at the three level. Serves you right!
Of course, if you believe that it is right to
bid 3® over their protective major, wouldn’t
it be better to try to stop them entering the
auction in the first place with a jump to 3®?
Playing Inverted Minor Raises 1® –
(Pass) – 3® shows a normal raise to 2®.
Of course you don’t want to raise to 3®
with Hand B which has less playing
strength but far more defensive strength
than Hand A. In that case respond 1NT
which must now show 6-9 points, not
8-10 as was the case with traditional Acol.
Hand B: ´ Q 7 6 ™ A J 6 t Q 7 4 ® 8 5 4 3

So, how about if you are stronger?

2™ cannot reasonably taken as a desire to
play in hearts: responder’s 2® bid denies a
four-card heart suit. 2™ shows heart
values, allowing responder to show
stoppers in the other two suits with 2NT.
Opener
´ A5
™ QJ2
t Q 10 8
® AQJ75
Opener
1®
2NT

N
E

W
S

Responder
´ K 10 9
™ 85
t AJ76
® K632
Responder
2®
3NT

2NT is below 3® but logically it must be
game forcing. Opener is clearly balanced,
and with a balanced 12-14 points he
would have opened 1NT. Therefore
opener has 15+ points, plenty for game
opposite a raise to 3®.
Finally, imagine the problems you face
if you are not playing inverted minors
when partner opens 1® and you hold
Hand D:

Hand C: ´ K 10 9 ™ 8 5 t A J 7 6 ® K 6 3 2

Hand B: ´ A 6 2 ™ A Q 6 t 7 5 ® A Q 7 3 2

If partner opens 1®, respond 2® with
Hand C. This shows at least the values for
a jump-raise to 3® and is forcing to 3®. If
either partner bids beyond 3® the auction
becomes game forcing. Opener often rebids
suits where he has values rather than length,
for example:

You don’t seem to have much alternative
to either hacking 3NT or some number of
clubs, or responding in a short suit and
hoping to avoid disaster in the horrible
auction that will follow. Playing inverted
minors it is easy: start with 2® – plenty of
time later to show your powerhouse.
So let me weigh up the pros and cons of
inverted minor raises.
Pros: Inverted minors are a concept
based on logic rather than a convention.
There are no significant memory demands,
making them easy to play. The raise to the
three level deals with weak hands, making
it harder for opponents to enter the auction.
The constructive raise to 2® gives you
extra bidding space with stronger hands.
Cons: Um . . . Over to you, Paul.
r

Opener
´ 85
N
™ AQ2
W
S
t 10 9
® AQJ754
Opener
1®
2™
3NT

E

Responder
´ K 10 9
™ 85
t AJ76
® K632
Responder
2®
2NT

www.ebu.co.uk

Or vote by post (Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR).
Comments for publication (not more than 200 words, please) are welcome.

THERE are a number of reasons why I
dislike Inverted Minors as a convention.
When you add gadgets to your system they
should be there for a purpose, essentially
to solve problems that your normal
bidding system throws up fairly regularly
– they should not be there as ‘bolt-on’
extras just so that you can fill in some
unwanted space on the convention card
EBU 20B. When players add Inverted
Minors to their armoury, they often do so
because it is trendy, or because other
players are playing this method, not for
any meaningful reason. It is akin to
hanging furry dice on your car mirror and
the convention improves your bidding in
much the same way as the aforementioned
addition of dice helps your driving . . .
Let’s have a look at why I am so much
against it. There are two aspects to any
convention. Does it improve your bidding
where it is used? And, secondly, does the
conventional cost of the convention have an
adverse affect elsewhere? This latter aspect
may need a word of explanation. To take a
simple example: a Stayman bid of 2® over
1NT prevents you being able to remove
1NT into 2®, so the conventional cost of
Stayman is that you cannot play in 2® after
a 1NT opening bid. Most players would
(rightly) say ‘Big deal’ and move on. Here
(with Stayman) the conventional cost is
minimal. With Inverted Minors you can no
longer make a natural raise of 1® to 2® or
1t to 2t. Is that so much of a ‘Big deal’? I
think so, yes – as later examples will show.
Firstly, let’s look at the efficiency of the
convention itself. I am not going to dwell
too much on the 1® – 2® (or 1t – 2t)
part of the system. Most players have put
some work into this although some players
have put too little into their methods and
have too few understandings (How far is it
forcing, for example?). Anyway, doubtless
Andrew Kambites on the other page has
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done his best here to convince you of the
merits of this aspect.
Where disasters occur is with the 1® –
3®, or 1t – 3t, part of the system. What
precisely, does that mean? ‘Oh,’ say proponents of these methods, brightly, ‘It’s
pre-emptive’. Yes, thank you, but which of
the hands below is/are suitable for a raise of
partner’s opening 1t bid to 3t playing
Perverted, er, Inverted minors?
Hand 1
´ J73
™ 7
t AQ87
® 98532

Hand 2
´ 54
™ 85
t J 10 9 6 5 3
® Q42

Hand 3
´ 32
™ 743
t KQJ9
® Q864

Hand 4
´ J842
™ 63
t J93
® AJ92

All of them, perchance? Lovely bidding!!
And what, pray tell, is opener supposed to
do with, say, a balanced hand of around 18
points? Pass? Bid 5t? Try 3NT? Toss a
coin? I have seen a number of examples of
this nonsense where responder makes a
‘pre-emptive’ raise to three of a minor and
succeeds in pre-empting only partner.
And, if indignant users of these methods
claim that they are disciplined and have
precise limits on what constitutes a preemptive raise, then what do you do on the
other hands above? Good bidding obliges
the opponents to guess, not partner.
Now, on Hand 4, I can hear a vast chorus
shouting, ‘I would respond 1´!’ But is that
wise? I dislike responding in a bad suit on a
bad hand when I have a sensible alternative.
For me, a raise to 2® stands out. If partner
has spades he can bid them – he is a grownup and can bid his own hand. The full deal
shows the folly of always bidding a four-

THE DEBATE

Inverted Minor Raises
Are Not a Good
Convention
Paul Bowyer

card major even when you have primary
support for partner (my files are full of
deals similar to this one):
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

10 7 6 5
875
K 10 8 7 4
Q

J842
63
J93
AJ92
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AK
AQJ94
Q652
75

Q93
K 10 2
A
K 10 8 6 4 3

After South opens 1® and North responds
1´ (horrible in my view), East will bid
something (probably 2™) and South will
surely raise to 2´ (now there’s a contract!).
East-West can either defend that, down
plenty, or bid to 3™ or 3t making. A
shame, really, as North-South can make
4®. However, that’s hard to reach as North
can’t bid again (it risks South thinking
North is making a game try in spades) and
South is unaware of the club fit. Lovely
bidding. After a normal, natural raise to 2®
on the North cards, though, South can
compete in clubs as high as he likes – the fit
has been identified at once. And if NorthSouth had a spade fit? Well, South would
have been able to bid spades at his second
turn. This auction is impossible, of course,
if your methods are obstructed by Inverted
Minor raises.
Now, finally, I accept that Inverted
Minors may be the only way out of the
morass that playing short minors may
create (another reason for not playing this
style, in my view). However, if 1® or 1t
shows at least four cards in your methods,
I can see little upside to this convention
and plenty of downside.
r
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Some are Old, some New,
Some are Where and some are Who,
And one is a Ship.
LET us start with the ship. The American
steamship Merrimac was scuttled in
Santiago Harbour, Cuba, in 1898, during
the Spanish-American war. A Merrimac
Coup in bridge is when a defender
sacrifices a high card, usually a king, to
remove an entry to dummy before its long
suit is set up. It may cost a trick or two, but
it can save three or four.
In a Deschapelles Coup (named after an
early 19th century French chess and whist
player), a defender leads or discards a high
card to create an entry to partner’s hand.
He might play the king to force out the
ace, for example, in the hope, or expectation, that partner has the queen. Or he
might discard an ace, hoping that partner
has Q-x sitting over the king.
Merrimac and Deschapelles are defensive
coups; a Vienna Coup is one for declarer.
When the ace and queen of a suit are in
different hands, cashing the ace can
sometimes bring about a squeeze position.
You will be able to throw away small cards
from the hand that held the ace, and still
keep the queen as a threat.
What do these three coups have in
common, other than that they are old?
They all require a high card to be played at
the appropriate moment. Go on, give them
a go; be prepared to jettison, unblock or
sacrifice a high card (I’ve noticed that
experts don’t like to say play or throw where
coups are concerned).
The Japanese have a collective noun for
these three plays; they are known as HiCoups. The Editor is offering a small prize
for the best Haiku with a bridge theme.
(This is news to me, but OK — Ed.) The
sub-heading of this article is a humble
example.
Here is a deal that shows one of the
three coups in action. Read all about it and
then name the coup.

www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

Simon Cochemé

Game All. Dealer South.
´ 873
™ Q7
t A6
® Q J 10 7 5 3
J 10 9 2
´ A64
N
9843
™ K 10 2
E
W
J 10 3 2
t K854
S
8
® A64
´ KQ5
™ AJ65
t Q97
® K92

West

North

East

Pass
Pass

2®
3NT

Pass
All Pass

South
1™
2NT

West led the ´J against 3NT. East went up
with the ace and, knowing from the bidding that declarer held the ®K, switched to
the tK to remove the entry to dummy’s
clubs. Declarer won the trick and played on
clubs, hoping for a 2-2 break. He was out of
luck. East took his ®A on the third round
and exited with the ´6. Declarer won and
tried to get to dummy’s club winners by
playing a heart to the queen. That lost and
now he was held to eight tricks, two in each
suit. If East had returned a spade at trick
two, the contract would have made with an
overtrick.
Top marks if you said that the play of
the tK was a Merrimac Coup, probably
the most common of the three. There was
a just a deceptive hint of a Deschapelles in
there, with East creating a slow entry to
West’s tJ, but the fact that the tA and tQ
were in different hands does not mean
there was a Vienna Coup.
The fourth of the famous coups from

BRIDGE WITH A TWIST

The Coups
of Bridge I

the whist era is the best known, and by far
the most frequent, the Bath Coup. Here
declarer, holding A-J-x, plays his small
card when the king is led by his left-hand
opponent (LHO). If LHO continues the
suit then declarer makes an extra trick; if
LHO switches, then declarer gains the
tempo. Accurate signalling can (or should)
help the defence, but the coup still seems
to work surprisingly often. There is a
similar situation (a Shower Coup, perhaps)
when declarer holds J-x-x and dummy has
A-x-x. Again, if LHO leads the king,
playing small from both hands means that
LHO can’t lead that suit again.
What about some modern coups? Well,
the Senior Coup has been so-named by
me, based on a play I read about in an
article by Brian Senior. (As an aside, Brian
modestly denies any connection with that
frequent occurrence at the bridge table,
the Senior Moment.) Imagine you are
declarer with this suit:
Declarer
Q5

Dummy
K432

You play a small card away from the king. If
the queen wins, you cross back to dummy
and play another small card. You haven’t
given up on your only legitimate chance,
that your RHO started with ace doubleton,
but he might now play the ace from ace-tothree or ace-to-four, fearful that you started
with queen-jack doubleton. LHO will have
given RHO a count in the suit on the first
round, but knowing the distribution
doesn’t help RHO at all.
None of these coups is recognised in
Scotland. There the word coup has a single
connotation: a gross error caused by a loss
of concentration. It is an abbreviation for
that well-known Scottish expression about
bovine aviation, ‘A coo flew by.’
r
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DEFENSIVE BIDDING

Common Sense
Defence Part I
Frances Hinden

THE purpose of this short series is not to
introduce more conventions to learn, but
rather to show how common sense can solve
many of the problems you may be faced with
playing in a tournament.

Test yourself on the hands below. In
each case, you are South, holding the hand
shown, and you are playing a simple
defence against unusual pre-empts:
1. If the opponents promise length (4+
cards) in the suit bid, double is takeout.
2. If the opponents promise length in
some unknown suit(s), double is
general values.
3. If the opponents promise length in
another, known, suit, double is takeout of that suit.
4. If the opponents are playing a multistyle bid with strong options, assume
they have a weak hand until proven
otherwise.
5. No-trump bids are (nearly) always
natural; jumps are strong.

Hand 1
´ A65
™ KQ74
t 32
® A 10 6 4

West
North
East
South
2t1
Dble
Pass2
?
1 Multi, showing a weak two in either
major (or possibly some strong option)
2 Shows length in diamonds, suggesting
playing there

Answer: 3t. You have enough to force to
game opposite a double showing general
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A new series to help tournament players
when they come up against unusual conventions
values, but 3NT might be in trouble on a
diamond lead. 3t cannot be natural,
because if you had a good hand with long
diamonds you could simply pass and await
developments.

Perhaps partner has:

´
™
t
®

Q2
A J 10 5
Q5
KQ952

3NT has no play on a
diamond lead, but
4™ is an extremely
good contract.

not, you might consider bidding 3NT instead;
but doubling is more fun!

Common Sense Tip 2: When you
,make a take-out double of one suit
you are promising length in the
other suits. If either partner then
doubles a new suit, that is for
penalties.

HHHHH

Common Sense Tip 1: If you can
(offer to) defend a doubled contract,
bidding the suit instead must be
strong and artificial.

Hand 3
´ A532
™ K42
t 754
® K 10 3

HHHHH
West

Hand 2
´ A65
™ K74
t A 10 6 4
® K64

West
North
East
South
2t1
Dble
2™2
?
1 A weak hand with diamonds and a major
2 Pass if hearts is your second suit

Answer: Double. As the 2t bid showed
diamonds, partner’s double was for take-out.
That makes your double of a new suit a
penalty double, because partner has implied
length in the other three suits. The opponents
have no fit and the minority of the high cards:
this is the time to punish them for playing
such a silly convention. Vulnerable against

North

East
South
2t1
Pass
2™2
3™
Pass
?
1 Weak two in a major (or possibly some
strong option)
2 Pass if your suit is hearts

Answer: 4™. It sounds like a cue-bid, but
partner’s 3™ bid is actually natural. West has
not shown hearts, but rather said he wants
to play in 2™ if South has a weak two in
hearts. You have a nice 10 points and threecard support, so raise to 4™.

Common Sense Tip 3: After a Multi,
suit overcalls are natural if made
before you find out which suit
opener has.

HHHHH
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Hand 4
´ KQ3
™ 52
t A 10 4 2
® KQ65

North
East
South
West
2®1
2´
Pass
?
1 8-13 with both majors, might be 4-4

Answer: 4´. What can partner’s 2´ mean
if not length in spades? He could double
with general values, or bid a minor suit or
2NT natural. Partner’s 2´ is natural. You
have an easy 4´ bid.

Common Sense Tip 4: If the opponents show a two-suiter, an overcall
in one of their suits is natural unless
they promise five cards or more in
the suit.

HHHHH

Hand 5
´ 10 5 3
™ 532
t QJ642
® Q4

West

North

East
South
2t1
Pass
2´2
Dble
Pass
?
1 3-5 diamonds, 4-5 spades, 0-2 cards in
one of the other two suits and 3+ in the
other (either way round)
2 To play

Answer: the first thing to do is ask for an
explanation of the auction again so that
you understand what RHO has shown.
The key part of this convention is that
there is only one anchor suit (4+ cards),
and that is spades (even though opener
could be, say, 4-0-3-6, he could also be
5-4-4-0). That means that partner’s double
is take-out of spades. Your longest suit is
diamonds, so you should bid 3t.
(Note: if you usually play Lebensohl
after partner’s double of a weak two-level
opening, you should probably play it here
as well – but that’s another level of
sophistication).

Common Sense Tip 5: If the
opponents are playing something
seriously strange, keep asking
questions until you understand it.

If you end up being the declarer on the
deal, don’t be afraid to keep asking questions until you get to the bottom of East’s
possible shapes, if that is going to affect
the way you play the hand. The first time I
came up against this weapon I ended up as
declarer in 3NT and we had a good few
minutes of questions until I really got to
the bottom of it.

Common Sense Tip 6: When they
bid their ‘anchor’ suit and partner
doubles, that is take-out. Treat the
subsequent auction as if partner has
doubled a weak opening bid in the
suit; but when it comes to the play
remember what else you know
about the opponents’ hands.
r

Paul Hackett’s
Christmas
Bridge Trivia Quiz
1.

Which famous West Indian
cricketer has represented his
country at bridge?

2.

Which international footballer,
now a manager, who played for
Wimbledon and Blackburn Rovers,
has also achieved major success as
a bridge player?

3.

What did the Bermuda Incident
and the Houston Affair have in
common?

4.

What World Bridge Championship is organised by Al Levy?

5.

Who was the oldest player ever
to win a World Championship?

6.

Which of the following world
leaders played bridge: Zeng
Xiaoping, Mahatma Gandhi, the
last Shah of Iran and Winston
Churchill?

7.

Which bridge player owns a
Grand National winner, and what
is the horse’s name?

8.

Name four international bridge
players (not necessarily English)
whose surnames are also the name
of a precious metal or mineral.

9.

Who is the elder in each of the
following sets of bridge-playing
twins: Bob and Jim Sharples,
Gerald and Stuart Tredinnick, and
Jason and Justin Hackett?
Answers on page 39

TGR’s AUCTION TEAMS

The winners (in the photo, left to right: Kenneth Skov, Richard
Selway, Maurice Esterson and Arild Rasmussen) didn’t sell for
thousands, didn’t have a world champion in their midst,
played the simplest of bidding systems . . . but lost only one
match. Maurice Esterson and Richard Selway play almost exclusively rubber bridge nowadays, while Arild Rasmussen and
Kenneth Skov, although both top-ranked Norwegian tournament players, were playing together only for the second time.

www.ebu.co.uk

Photo: Peter Hasenson

THE inaugural TGR’s Bridge Club Auction Teams Bridge
Tournament was held at the beginning of September. Thomas
and Michel Bessis, Tony Forrester, Piotr Gawrys, Alain Levy,
Artur Malinowski, Jacek Pszczola and Arild Rasmussen led a
star-studded field of eighteen teams. The auction was conducted by professional auctioneer Ruth Zandberg and raised
£22,500, the top teams fetching £3,000.
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6th April – 8th April 2012

YCBA

Northern
Easter Festival
The Park Inn Hotel, York

Organised by YCBA on behalf of the EBU

A Green Point Congress
(Local Points for Mixed/Open Pairs only)

Cash Prizes
Enquiries and entries to
Stuart Davies, 4 Moorhead Lane,
Shipley, West Yorkshire BD18 4JH
( 01274 598408
E-mail: sd@leckhampton.com
Further information at

www.ycba.co.uk

THE EBU & BRIDGE OVERSEAS

MARBELLA CONGRESS
7 – 12 February 2012
Hotel El Fuerte, Marbella
H
H
H
H
H

Pre-congress Pairs
GreenOpen Pairs
pointed
Pivot Teams
Swiss
Men’s, Ladies’ and
events
Mixed Pairs
Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams

Bridge Fees: £124
Entries to
EBU Competitions Department
Broadfields, Bicester Road, Aylesbury,
Bucks HP19 8AZ
( 01296 317 203 / 219
E-mail: comps@ebu.co.uk
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For travel and accommodation please contact

BRIDGE OVERSEAS
( 0800 034 6246
www.ebu.co.uk

TEAMS TACTICS

Playing Teams
A new series by one of England’s
leading players and teachers
FOR many of us, the vast majority of
bridge played is of the pairs variety, with
an occasional foray into a teams event. As
a consequence of this, for those who enjoy
the teams format, spending a little time to
consider strategies that are specific to it is
probably a worthwhile exercise. In the
forthcoming issues I will be presenting
(and attempting to explain) some of these
ideas. I will begin with some advice on
declarer play.

As declarer, do not worry about
(undoubled) overtricks.

West
North
3™
Pass
All Pass

East
Pass

South
3NT

West leds the king of hearts. How should
South plan the play?
Declarer wins the second round of
hearts with East discarding the two of
diamonds at trick two. Clearly, the clubs
must be established and the normal way of
doing this is to go to dummy via the king
of diamonds to take the club finesse – on
a good day, making eleven tricks. Playing
pairs (when overtricks do matter), this is
the correct line of play – but not at teams!

The correct line at teams
A given problem might be handled in
different ways, depending on whether one
is playing pairs or teams. This is due to the
difference in the scoring methods. On the
one hand, in pairs, a result is good, or bad,
depending on how many other results it
has beaten (by how much is irrelevant).
On the other hand, in teams, on each
board, your score is added to your teammates' score and the size of this total is
critical. For this reason, in teams play, it is
sensible to adopt an insurance policy,
whereby small losses are accepted in order
to guard against incurring large losses.
An example hand from a teams match
may serve to illustrate this concept.

N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ 9743
™ 10 7 6
t K974
® J6
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A
A
A
A

www.ebu.co.uk

K5
9
8
Q 10 9 8 3

One should realise that as long as the clubs
can be established without losing the lead
to West, 3NT is certain to make. For this
reason, South should adopt the line of
play that, in the process of establishing the
clubs, minimises the chance of West
gaining the lead. On these grounds, the
correct line is for declarer to cash the ace of
clubs at trick three and then to continue
with the queen of clubs. If East has the
king, the contract is safe; and if West has
the singleton king, it will drop and
declarer's careful play will have been
rewarded (of course, if West has the king
but it is not singleton, then 3NT is
doomed anyway).
The play of cashing the ace of clubs
reduces the chances of an extra overtrick
but maximises the chance of making the
vulnerable game, thereby accepting a
possible small loss (an overtrick) in order
to guard against a large loss (going down in
game). The full deal is in the next column.
On this occasion, by playing correctly,
declarer managed to drop West's king,
making eleven tricks for +660. When the
board was replayed, declarer's team-mates
had been fortunate enough to defeat an
optimistic 6® by two tricks for a score of
+200 and a gain of 860 for the team
(converting to +13 IMPs).

Derek Patterson
One can see that it would have been 13
IMPs even if 3NT had made nine or ten
tricks – the overtricks were of no
importance at all!

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

10 8 2
KQJ843
63
K
´
™
t
®

9743
10 7 6
K974
J6
2

N
E

W
S

A
A
A
A

´
™
t
®

QJ6
5
Q J 10 5 2
7542

K5
9
8
Q 10 9 8 3

However, if declarer had taken the club
finesse, then 3NT would have failed by three
tricks and the team would have lost 3 IMPs.
Therefore, the decision to play the ace of
clubs first was worth 16 IMPs, justifying
the strategy of not worrying about overtricks at teams.
r

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
As a member of the EBU, you can
receive the following benefits:
HMCA healthcare benefits
Special Rates at Barceló Hotels
EBU Prizes used to pay at Barceló
Hotels
Household Insurance Scheme
Club Insurance
Car Hire
Travel Insurance
Read all about it at www.ebu.co.uk
(click on Membership Benefits in the
right-hand-side menu on the home
page).

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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PRIZE LEADS QUIZ

PRIZEQ
LEADS
QUIZ
UIZ
QUIZ

Alan Mould
Hand 1
´ K J 10 9 8 7 3
™ A52
t 84
® 6

West
North
3´
Pass
All Pass

East
Pass

OPENING leads are often subjective and virtually any opening lead can be successful some
of the time. However, bridge is in many ways a
game of percentages and therefore certain
leads will gain more often than others. In each
issue you will be given three hands and the
bidding on each, and you are asked to choose
your opening leads from those proposed by
our Quizmaster. Answers will be in the next
issue. In each problem you are on lead as West.

East

Pass

2´

All Pass

£176 full board
Including coffee/tea
mid-morning and afternoon.
NO single room supplement.
This charming twin-pack of Piatnik playing
cards (‘Ruby Roses’) is the prize on offer
this month.
For information on the new Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk.

South
1´

Hand 3
´ KQ842
™ K
t AJ54
® 10 9 5

North
Dble
Pass

East
Redble
Dble

South
2™
All Pass

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´K; (b) ™K;
(c) tA; (d) ®10 .
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3 – 5 February 2012

South
3NT

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´2; (b) ™4;
(c) tK; (d) ®2.

West
1´
Pass

De Vere Staverton Park Hotel,
Daventry, Northants

www.piatnik.co.uk
( 020 8661 8866

Hand 2
´ 10 5 2
™ AJ4
t KQ6
® Q532

North

Improvers
Duplicate Bridge
Weekend

makers of playing cards since 1824

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´J; (b) ´K;
(c) ™2; (d) t8.

West

English Bridge Union

English Bridge December 2011

There are three categories in our
competition: up to and including Master;
up to and including Regional Master;
and those with higher ranking. Please
indicate on the top left-hand corner of
the envelope, or in the e-mail subject
line, the category for which you are
entering. The first correct entry in each
category out of a hat will win the
prize. The Editor’s decision is final.

Master Points at District Level.
Sessional and Overall Prizes.
Short Early Birds Pairs
at 3.15pm Friday.
Three Pairs Sessions plus
Closing Teams and
Final Question & Answer Session
after Lunch on Sunday.
Seminars on
Saturday & Sunday Morning on

‘Defend like Omar Sharif’

Entries to the Editor,
23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR,
or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk

www.bridge2000.co.uk

by December 19th, 2011.

or phone

Please make sure you include your full
postal address AND rank
even if entering by e-mail and/or
you have entered before!

For more information visit

David Jones
( 02476 461511
or
Lawrence Gaunt
( 01923 670500

Solutions to October Quiz: page 46.

www.ebu.co.uk

EBU News
CHANGES
THE Tournament Committee is
responding to members’ feedback on travel times to some
events by announcing two trials
in the programme for 2012 –
more may follow.
Portland Pairs – 12 noon, 25
March 2012 – additional venues

This popular Mixed Pairs
Championship is played in various locations for one of the finest
trophies in bridge (photo above).
Following the successful addition of Steventon, we hope these
four new venues will improve
access for many more members:
Christchurch Bridge Club
(Bournemouth);
Risbygate Bridge Club (Bury
St Edmunds);
Deva Bridge Club (Chester);
Sheffield Bridge Club.
Ranked Masters – 3-4 March
2012
This is a group of pairs championships for players with specific Master Point ranks.
The Masters Pairs section is
open to all below the rank of
Regional Master on 1st Jan 2012;
it has been changed from a twoday event in a central location to
a two-session one-day event on
4th March (11.30 start, finish by
7pm) in these regional venues:
Bradford Bridge Club;
Daventry (Barceló Hotel);
Richmond Bridge Club;
Tunbridge Wells Bridge Club;
Welwyn Garden City Bridge
Club.
Others can be added subject to
demand.
Free entry: If you were promoted
in 2011 to one of the four landmark ranks (Grand Master, Life
Master, Regional Master, and
Master), your entry to the 2012
(Addis Page)
event is free.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
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ORANGE BOOK
PERMITTED
AGREEMENTS
ADDITIONS and amendments
to permitted methods take effect
from August 1st and any applications to change anything need
to be received by the Laws and
Ethics Committee by the end of
February.
If you wish to apply for
approval of any agreement not
currently permitted, you should
send it by the end of February
2012 either typed on A4 paper to
the Secretary to the Laws and
Ethics Committee, EBU, Broadfields, Bicester Road, Aylesbury
HP19 8AZ or by e-mail to
John Pain, john@ebu.co.uk. You
should include a logical defence
to any agreement and indicate
how it is to be shown on the
convention card.
The Committee tend to look
more favourably on applications
that are not especially difficult to
defend against.

NGS NEWS
WE are pleased that the National
Grading system is looking good
for a start-up early in 2012. The
NGS is a complex mathematical
beast that many people may not
necessarily understand – and
that very much includes the
present writer! We will make
available a document titled
NGS Overview which attempts
to describe the system without
the mathematics, which should
satisfy the information needs of
most people.
Members who do not wish
their grade to be made public
should note that there is now a
button in your online member’s
area that you can tick to prevent
any public display.
We will make further details
available on the website and will
also send it to clubs in a future
edition of Club Focus. The
February issue of English Bridge
will also carry more information.
I am off to my maths lesson
(Barry Capal)
now . . .

STRATIFICATION

BLUE POINTS

ARE the less experienced players
at your club getting fed up with
always coming in the bottom half
of the rankings with no reward?
Why not introduce stratification
into your club sessions?
Stratified events are a way of
encouraging less experienced
players by rewarding them for
doing well in competition with
other players of similar experience. They are played and scored
just like ordinary duplicates,
except that they are designed to
produce a separate set of winners
for each stratum, embedded into
the overall ranking. Stratification
is quite easy to implement. Why
not try it out at your club?
Barrow Bridge Club now
stratifies its Monday duplicate,
as it’s an opportunity to spread
the award of Master Points over
a wide ability range. You need to
determine where you make the
split regarding A, B (& C)
ranked players using the Master
Point rankings, and it’s preferable to have a fairly even spread
of abilities and use a one-winner
movement. This maximises the
benefits of stratification.
Barrow has found that instead
of the usual top six in a ten-table
event walking off with all the
points they are now available
down to 11th place. This greatly
encourages the less experienced
players. The more experienced
players get fewer points, but it
has made for a much happier
atmosphere generally. The experienced players gain most of
their points through tournaments, so don’t mind losing a
few club event points. Everyone’s a winner.
Full information on stratification can be found on the EBU
website at: www.ebu.co.uk/mas
terpoints/stratification/Stratific
ationGuide.pdf
(Trevor Ward, Barrow BC)

THE Tournament Committee is
aware that many members, including those who joined under
Universal Membership, are unable
or unwilling to travel to EBU
competitions. This makes it difficult to collect National (Green)
Master Points, which in turn prevents progression through the
Master Point ranks. Also, Clubs
and Counties have trouble attracting players to their open events if
they cannot award Green Points.
Consequently, a new type of
Master Point, called Blue Points,
will be introduced from 1 January
2013, giving clubs and counties
time to plan their calendars.
The object is to facilitate more
local events where members can
earn points counting towards
ranks currently requiring Greens.
Thus, all Master Point ranks will
allow up to 50 Green Points to be
replaced by Blue Points in the
ratio of 1 Green = 3 Blue.
Members will, therefore, be able
to reach Premier Regional rank
entirely with Blues, or with a combination of Blues and Greens, but
will require Greens for higher
ranks. Blue Point awards will use
the current Local Point scales (100
Local = 1 Blue).
Clubs may hold up to two Bluepointed events each year and
Counties up to four. They must be
two-session competitions, open to
all EBU members and licensed by
Aylesbury. The licence fee will be
approximately one-third of the fee
for a Green-pointed event. Counties will still be able to hold two
Green-pointed events each year.
EBU Sim Pairs will be partially
Blue-pointed to a greater extent
than the current partially Greenpointed system.
EBU congress sessions not
currently awarding Greens will be
fully Blue-pointed.
More details at www.ebu.co.uk
(Brian Crack)

The Laws & Ethics Committee have published a booklet of
2009 appeals from major events, with commentary,
which is available on the L&E pages of the EBU website.
The 2010 booklet will be available soon.
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2011 Dimmie Fleming Awards
for services to bridge
Megan Taft

Drene Brown

In 1987 Derek Povah, Chairman of the
Rolls Royce Bridge Club, realised that
there was a shortage of opportunities for
new bridge players in North Derby.
Having qualified as an EBU bridge
instructor and taught evening classes, he
went on to establish bridge classes in the
Allestree area. Their success led to the
formation of the Allestree Bridge Club,
under Derek’s chairmanship, in 1990.
This club has subsequently grown to
become one of the largest in the South of
Derbyshire with over 150 members and
some four sessions of bridge each week.
Derek has remained Chairman of the club
until 2011, and has helped and supported new and regular members.

Unfortunately ill-health has curtailed
Megan Taft’s work as Secretary of Brierfeld Bridge Club, on the Executive
Committee of the Lancashire Contract
Bridge Association and on the National
Club Committee.
Megan also took on the organisation
of the Three County (Lancashire, Manchester and Merseyside) Green Pointed
weekends at Risley until they stopped in
2007. When Pay to Play was proposed
and volunteers were requested for a
National Club Committee, Megan again
stood up to be counted until her illhealth forced her to stand down.
Megan still serves on the Committee
at Brierfield.

Drene was elected County Secretary in
late 1970 and then became the Lincolnshire EBU representative. She worked
hard to promote the interests of the
ordinary member. In the late 1970s she
started the County Newsletter and, with
husband Alan, prepared hands for an
annual County Pairs competition.
In the early 1980s she passed the EBU
Teachers Certificate and ran bridge evening classes. She qualified as a County
Director in the early 1990s, when she also
became the Scunthorpe BC representative on the County Committee. In 2007
she returned to the job of County Secretary and stayed on for the next three
years, until ill health forced her to retire.

Roger Morton

Ted Reveley

Ken Drane

Over the years Ted has played many roles
in the administration and organisation
of bridge both at County and Club level
in Merseyside & Cheshire. He is unfailingly courteous, helpful to less able
players, and has taken on various roles.
For a period of time he was County
Chairman, and he is currently Chairman
of the Merseyside Bridge League. Ted
founded (jointly with Mike Swanson)
Merseyside Bridge Centre, now a thriving Members’ Club. For many years he
was the Match Secretary for the MBL.
Ted regularly directs at various levels
and he is a County Selector and a
member of the County Conduct
Committee.

Ken Drane joined the Middlesex CBA
Committee in the 1990s, initially as
Membership Secretary and then as Honorary Secretary of the Association until
2010, and remains Membership Secretary, itself no easy job this past year or so!
Over the years, Ken has worked tirelessly for Middlesex – multi-tasking where
and whenever needed, often in the role of
competition secretary, event manager,
congress host, and Middlesex delegate to
EBU Council and Shareholders meetings.
Following the introduction of P2P,
some Middlesex members were initially
disenfranchised but thanks to Ken, many
were re-signed resulting in over 125 direct
members.

Roger joined the London MBA Committee in 1997; since then has been one of
the hardest workers for the Association.
His wealth of experience as a bridge
player, teacher and administrator means
that he always has a sensible suggestion
or useful point to make in all the
Executive Committeee’s discussions. He
has also done much to help sort out the
county’s finances during recent difficulties with regard to its Treasurership.
One of his biggest contributions has
been as county webmaster. He set up
the LMBA website in 2000 and has
continued to develop and maintain it
ever since – it has always been impressively accurate and up-to-date.

28

English Bridge December 2011

Photo: Matt Betts
Photo: Matt Betts

Photo: Jean Keen

Photo: Matt Betts

Photo: Colin Band

Derek Povah

www.ebu.co.uk

Dimmie Fleming Awards
for services to bridge

CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

n DECEMBER 2011
27-30
28-30

Nigel Block

SILVER AWARD:
Cecil Leighton

n JANUARY 2012
6-8
6-8

Photo: Brian Tubby

Christine Buchanan

Photo: Matt Betts

9-11

Cecil served on the LM
BA Committee in a
number of different cap
acities, including a
period as Chairman, for
some 54 years
until his retirement at the
LMBA AGM this
summer. This length of
service deserves
very special recognition
in itself, but it is
worth emphasising tha
t he has been a
very hard and active wo
rker on behalf of
bridge in the capital du
ring all that time.
Cecil was awarded a Dim
mie Fleming
Award in 1992, and Lon
don understands
that the new Silver Aw
ard would now be
the most appropriate wa
y of showing the
appreciation of the bridg
e world for all his
efforts.

Suzanne Gill

Photo: Matt Betts

Photo: Anthea Block

7-8

Nigel Block retired from the post of
Norfolk County Bridge Association
Chief Tournament Director after a total
of eighteen years of service.
He continues to help directing at the
Noverre and Wensum clubs. When
Nigel directs, the event always progresses smoothly – he is unflappable,
his knowledge of movements is
legendary and any problem is quickly
solved.
He is also a regular member of the
Norfolk ‘B’ team, in the Eastern Counties
League.

Year End Congress
London
Year End Congress
Blackpool

13-15
21-22

Camrose Trophy (1st w/e)
Oxford
Midland Counties Congress
Bransford
Manchester Congress
Manchester
BGB Sims
Clubs
Lady Milne Trials
Young Chelsea, London
Swiss Teams Congress
Hinckley

n FEBRUARY 2012
7-8
7-12
11-12
17-19
17-19

Bridge England Sim Pairs
Clubs
Overseas Congress
Marbella
Tollemache Final
Hinckley
Harrogate Spring Congress
Majestic Hotel
Junior Camrose/Peggy Bayer
Republic of Ireland

n MARCH 2012
2- 4

Camrose Trophy (2nd w/e)
East Kilbride, Scotland
3-4
Ranked Masters Pairs
Daventry
4
Masters Pairs
Bradford, Daventry, Richmond,
Tunbridge Wells, Welwyn G.C.
10
Manchester ODGP Pairs
10-11
Wilts / Avon Green Point Weekend
10-11
Leics Green Point Weekend
London Green Point Weekend
11
Merseyside / Cheshire ODGP Teams
Bedford ODGP Teams
11
Guernsey / Jersey ODGP Swiss Pairs
12-16
Club Stratified Sim Pairs (Clubs)
17-18
Cumbria Congress
18
National Pairs Regional Finals
25
Portland Pairs 12 NOON START
Various venues
25-6
Isle of Man Congress
30-1 Apr Cornwall Congress
Falmouth
30-1 Apr Norfolk Congress
Duke’s Head Hotel, Kings Lynn

n APRIL 2012
Christine retired in March after nineteen
years as Norfolk County Secretary and
during her time in office the workload
increased significantly due to more
information coming from the EBU and
the desire to keep the thirty-one Norfolk
clubs aware of this.
In addition Christine organises two
charity bridge days a year, which usually
attract up to twenty tables.
She also ran teaching classes for more
than ten years and encouraged her
pupils to take part in competitions for
beginners and ‘No Fear’ events. In her
retirement, she now organises bridge on
Saga cruises.

www.ebu.co.uk

Suzanne retired from her Norfolk
commitments in December 2010 and a
few weeks later from the EBU Board of
Directors.
In 2000 she founded the Horning
Bridge Club, mainly from players whom
she had taught. Now the club is thriving,
with average attendance at fourteen-plus
tables. She was also very helpful in the
formation of the ABC Club in 2010 – also
thriving. Suzanne was Secretary for the
County Tournament Committee for 10
years, manager of the first Norfolk website
and for a time our newsletter Editor.
Recently she has been the County Club
Liaison Officer and nationally the EBU
Board Director responsible for Education.

6-8

Northern Easter Festival
Park Inn Hotel, York
6 -9
Easter Festival
London
10-13
British Sims (Clubs)
13-15
Lady Milne
Wales
13-15
Devon Congress
14-15
National Pairs Final
Hinckley
20-22
Really Easy Spring Congress
Derby
21-22
Portland Bowl Finals
Portland Club
21-22
Shropshire Congress
22
Middlesex 75th Anniversary
Swiss Teams
Barnet
27-6 May Lambourne Jersey Festival
Westhill Country Hotel, Jersey
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FREE EBU SIMULTANEOUS PAIRS
If your club wants to take part in the FREE EBU Sim
Pairs on Tuesday 6th December 2011, please email
Ian@ebu.co.uk. For more information on the EBU
Sims, please contact Krys@ebu.co.uk.

TEACHER TRAINING COURSES 2011
Partner Teacher Training Courses –
courses for prospective teachers
Aylesbury EBU HQ February 17-19, 2012
West Midlands Bridge Club June 29- July 1, 2012
Aylesbury EBU HQ October 26-28, 2012
Courses – £200 for the Full Course –
include how to teach bridge, what to teach,
short teaching practice, how to recruit, how to retain and how to
turn your students into a partner club.

For info ( 01296 317217 or email lisa@ebu.co.uk

Club Teacher Training Courses
NEW courses for affiliated clubs
Under the Universal Membership scheme affiliated clubs are invited to
nominate one club member in any two-year period to be trained FREE
OF CHARGE as a Club Teacher. Second and subsequent bookings from
the same club can be made at £102 each.
The course content will include how to teach bridge, what to teach
and a short teaching practice. Entries may only be booked by the registered secretary of the affiliated club. Courses are restricted to 12
people per course and may well fill before the magazine goes to press.

A new season of courses is being planned for 2012
For details ( 01296 317217 or email lisa@ebu.co.uk
Any club with permanent premises which would be prepared to
host one of the new courses is asked to contact John Pain at the
EBU: ( 01296 317218 or email john@ebu.co.uk. There are additional concessions available for clubs hosting the courses.

‘BRIDGE LICENSED BY THE EBU ’
When you see this in an advertisement
in the magazine it means:

• The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and
received, a licence.

•

They may choose to give master points in accordance
with EBU scales.

• These master points will be accepted and added to
player records.

• The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations

and bye laws, thus affording all players the protection
of playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU.

NOTE that all County events advertised
have an EBU licence.
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CLUB DIRECTOR & COUNTY
DIRECTOR TRAINING
COURSES 2011–2012
ESSENTIALS £36
Basingstoke
Hereford
Chester
Bristol
Ashby de la Zouch (L)
Eastbourne
Billericay
Brighton £37
Darlington £37
BOOK RULINGS £41
Stratford
Hereford
Basingstoke
Chester
Bristol
Eastbourne
Ashby de la Zouch (L)
Billericay
Brighton £42
Darlington £42
JUDGMENT RULINGS £41
EBU HQ Aylesbury
Hereford
Chester
Stratford
Basingstoke
Bristol
Eastbourne
Ashby de la Zouch (L)
Billericay
Brighton £42
Darlington £42
Thirsk
ASSESSMENT £46
Warrington
EBU HQ Aylesbury
Stratford
Hereford
Chester
Basingstoke
Bristol
Eastbourne
Ashby de la Zouch (L)
Brighton £47
Billericay
Darlington £47
Thirsk

Saturday 3 December
Sunday 22 January 2012
Saturday 4 February 2012
Saturday 24 March 2012
Saturday 14 April 2012
Saturday 21 April 2012
Sunday 13 May 2012
Monday 13 August 2012
Saturday 8 September 2012
Saturday 3 December
Sunday 12 February 2012
Saturday 25 February 2012
Saturday 3 March 2012
Saturday 28 April 2012
Saturday 5 May 2012
Saturday 19 May 2012
Sunday 17 June 2012
Tuesday 14 August 2012
Saturday 17 November 2012
Wednesday 14 December 2012
Sunday 11 March 2012
Saturday 24 March 2012
Saturday 31 March 2012
Saturday 28 April 2012
Saturday 26 May 2012
Saturday 9 June 2012
Saturday 16 June 2012
Sunday 5 August 2012
Wednesday 15 August 2012
Saturday 23 February 2013
To be confirmed
Sunday 11 December
Wednesday 18 January 2012
Saturday 21 April 2012
Sunday 22 April 2012
Saturday 14 April 2012
Satirday 9 June 2012
Saturday 23 June 2012
Saturday 14 July 2012
Saturday 21 July 2012
Thursday 16 August 2012
Sunday 16 September 2012
Saturday 27 April 2013
To be confirmed

(L) = Lunch available

For further information, or to register for a course

( 01296 317203 or email peter@ebu.co.uk
NEW CONCESSIONS FOR AFFILIATED CLUBS
Under the Universal Membership scheme affiliated clubs are invited to
send a second club member to a TD course FREE OF CHARGE where
the club sends a full paying member to any of the club TD courses.
The offer is on a ‘like for like’ basis – so when a club books a place
(from one to four courses) it receives the equivalent free for another
member of the same club. To take advantage of the scheme both the
paying member and the free member must be booked at the same
time and the booking must be made by the registered secretary of
the club. (Please note this scheme does not include the County
Director or County Refresher courses held annually, nor the County
Preparation day course.)

www.ebu.co.uk

Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful
lessons to be learned from them. See
how your efforts compare with the
experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful
lessons to be learned from them. See
how your efforts compare with the
experts’ bidding.

December 2011
WEST HANDS

December 2011
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. N/S Game
Dealer West
(Balderson)

´
™
t
®

AJ986
Void
AKQJ83
A4

1. N/S Game
Dealer West
(Miner)

´ J986
™ KQ72
tK2
(Welland)
®632
*South passes; North opens 1®.

(Helgemo)
4. N/S Game
Dealer East
(Disa Eythorsdottir)
5. N/S Game
Dealer West
(Gaspar)

´
™
t
®

2. N/S Game
Dealer South

653
K
AKQ986
A76

3. Love All
Dealer West

´ Q32
™ 9
t Q 10
®A K Q 7 6 5 2

4. N/S Game
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

5. N/S Game
Dealer West

(Helness)

(Westheimer)

AQ96
K 10 8 7 6
A 10 9
J

(Chrapot)

´ A Q 10
™ J8652
tA97
(Roberts)
® AJ
*North passes; South bids 1™.

´
™
t
®

AK7
AQ9
54
KJ984

´
™
t
®

10 4
A Q 10 7 2
AJ
J 10 9 4

´
™
t
®

KJ843
A9
K7
K 10 4 3

´ J9872
™ A7
t J 10 6 3 2
(Brass)
® 10
*North passes; South bids 1™.

6. Love All
Dealer North

$

6. Love All
Dealer North

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 40-41

Void
9732
764
KQJ763

´ Q5
™ A J 10 8 6
tAJ75
(Bramley)
®Q7
*South passes; North opens 1®.

2. N/S Game
Dealer South

3. Love All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 40-41

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

EBU STOCKINGFILLERS

EBU STOCKINGFILLERS

Novelty Tea-Towel

Novelty Gifts

Ten Bridge Commandments: £3.99 each

Jannersten
Bidding Buddies &
Bridge Partner
Compact Bidding Set

With humorous bridge mottos:
Mugs: £5.99 each; Coasters: £2.50 each;
Keyrings: £2.50 each.

LED Torch Keyring &
Bridge Notebook

LED Torch Keyring (Boxed): ONLY £3.50
Bridge Notebook: ONLY £2.50

( 01296 397851 / 317200

( 01296 397851 / 317200

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p.

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p.

Offers end 22nd December 2011.

Offers end 22nd December 2011.

$

SPECIAL OFFER: ONLY £17.50 per set of 4!
Jannersten Bidding Buddies available in
Red, Green or Black.
BP Compact Bidding Set available in
Red, Green, Black or Bordeaux.

Happy
Birthday

One in a
Million

IN the October English Bridge
David Bird (‘Beat Today’s
Experts’) stated that Justin Lall
was 29 when he took part in
the 2011 US Trials.
According to the Bridge
Winners website he was born
on 27/9/1986 so he has just
turned 25.
To my mind to be such an
accomplished bridge player at
24 is far more impressive than
achieving the same level of
skill at 29.
Andrew Lum, by email

IN reply to Judy Poirley and
Doreen Read’s query in the
October ‘Letters’ concerning
the chances of all 40 points
being held by one partnership,
I make it almost one in a
million. One in 975,499.95, to
be precise, if the questioner
means the odds of either partnership getting all 40 points,
or one in 1,950,999.9 for a
particular partnership.
Tony Morgan, Taunton

US bridge rising star Justin Lall confirms that he celebrated his 25th
birthday on 27th September. We
wish him a belated Happy Birthday
and add congratulations on the
superb performance he and his USA
2 team put on at the Bermuda Bowl
(see pages 14-15 and 54).

Par Contest
IN reply to Nick Welsh’s request
for help in identifying the
trophy he purchased at a Flea
market (October ‘Letters’),
readers might like to know that
the 1936 World Bridge Olympic was a par contest organised
by Culbertson. There were national winners in all the countries which took part.
The trophy purchased by Mr
Welsh is likely to have gone to
either RG Manson – Alice
MacKenzie of Scotland, or
William Werner – H Fleming
of England, respectively national N/S and E/W winners for
Great Britain. Simon Rivlin
and Captain WH (‘Tommy’)
Ricardo of Wales were equal
first international N/S winners;
they would have got a platinum
trophy to hold for a year, and a
replica to keep.
Richard Fleet, Berkhamsted
and Wolf Klewe, Hants
A feature on this event is planned
for our next issue.

www.ebu.co.uk

Allowing for calculator idiosyncrasies, the same answer was also given
by Denis Gough, Northfield; Roger
Hitt, Kenley; Alex Mathers, Brompton; Derek Partridge, Sidmouth;
Bill Linton, Palmers Green; Mike
Alsford, London; John Gibbs, Dorset; Vincent Lynch, Doncaster;
Martin Greeley and Robert Eastwood, Brighton; and Alan Evans,
Henleaze.
Alan Wilson, Poole, also points
out that having all the points does
not guarantee thirteen tricks, as
shown by this hand:
´QJxx
™QJxx
tKQJxx
® Void
N
W

E
S

´ AK
™AK
tA
®AKQJ9xxx

With the inevitable 5-0 club break,
writes Mr Wilson, 7NT will fail.

Views
I WAS happily reading Michael
Byrne’s October article and
nodding in agreement until I
reached the horror of Hand 5.
Michael pro Hand 5
poses a take´ A43
out double with
™ KJ65
a comp le tely
t A32
flat 8 1 / 2 loser
® Q86
hand. Rather
than producing
a ‘dazzling smile’ when he puts
down his ‘glittering’ 14 points,
I would be more likely to glare.
When teaching my own
bridge students I always tell
them that ‘if you hold a weak
no-trump opener and the opponents bid before you, it is
time to pass.’ There are odd
exceptions, of course, but this
hand isn’t one of them. Partner will almost certainly end
up competing too high and
even if you are lucky enough
to find partner bidding hearts
(your only four-card suit)
there are no ruffing values to
generate extra tricks.
Peter Clark,
Welwyn Garden City
Michael Byrne replies: Doubling an
opening of 1® or 1t on the sort of
hand quoted is a safe and a sensible
way of getting into the auction at a
low level; one of the corollaries of
overcalling soundly at the two level
is that you need to double more
aggressively in order to prevent
your side being frozen out of the
auction. Incidentally, the Losing
Trick Count is of no relevance until
you have found a fit.

Wanted
THE OCTOBER
DEBATE
Thank you for your
votes and comments.
The majority view was
that Support Doubles
are NOT
a good convention.

TIM Lawrence (October ‘Letters’), reporting a rubber bridge
hand lacking even a nine, boasts
a grandson capable of calculating the adverse odds. Also at
rubber bridge, I held consecutive Yarboroughs – 26 cards
without even a humble ten.
Hi Tim, any chance of borrowing your grandson?
Bryan Peers, London

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Send your letters to the Editor,
Elena Jeronimidis, 23 Erleigh Road,
Reading RG1 5LR, or e-mail
elena@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal
address)
The editor reserves the right to
condense letters. Publication does
not mean the EBU agrees with the
views expressed or that
the comments are factually correct.

Signals
I NEARLY split my sides reading Simon Cochemé’s ‘Bridge:
The Musical’ (October issue).
I wonder whether I should
develop a system of signals
with my partners. If I hum ‘We
Three Kings of Orient are’, it
means I have three kings in
my hand – that keeps the
bidding at a lower level than
Blackwood 5NT/6´. If I hum
‘Diamonds are a Girl’s Best
Friend’, I want a diamond lead.
If I hum ‘We Dig, Dig, Dig, Dig’,
from Snow White, I want a
spade lead. If I hum ‘Dear
Hearts and Gentle People’, I
want a heart lead. Anyone got
further suggestions?
Jim Seddon, Kenilworth
If you do, please keep them to yourselves as they are illegal!

October
Debate
GOOD explanations by both,
highlighting strengths and
weaknesses. Some conventions
(e.g. Flannery) are invented to
solve problems for a particular
system, then people graft them
on to other systems where they
are less appropriate. So as far as
standard Acol is concerned, I
think we have to give the nod to
Richard Fleet.
Bill March, Hartlepool r
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BETTER DEFENDING

Entries and
Communication
Part III
Disrupting Declarer’s Entries Continued
Andrew Kambites

THIS month I carry on looking at deals
where the theme is to disrupt declarer’s
communications. In the first deal your
partner leads the seven of clubs to your
queen. You cash the ace of clubs at trick
two, partner following with the nine. How
should you defend?

N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ A532
™ 53
t 10 9 8 6
® KJ6
´ 94
™ 62
N
E
t Q754
® AQ532

North
3NT
5t
1 Acol Strong Two

South
2™ 1
4t
Pass

Did you make the ‘obvious’ heart switch?
Declarer has:
He wins the ace of
hearts and cashes the
ace of diamonds.
Noting that your
partner has no diamonds, he crosses to
dummy’s spade ace
and finesses diamonds to make his contract. Can you see how to give him a losing
option?
The bidding suggests he started with
five cards in each red suit and two clubs.
That leaves room for at most one spade.
´
™
t
®

34

Q
A K Q J 10
AKJ32
10 8
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Could he be void in spades? If partner
had seven spades surely he would have
pre-empted over 2™ at this vulnerability,
so declarer’s shape seems to be 1-5-5-2.
Try switching to a spade at trick three.
Unless he has a deeply suspicious mind
declarer will not want to risk a first
round diamond finesse, so he may lead a
diamond to the tA in his hand. By now
he will know you started with four
diamonds, but it is too late for him to do
anything about it. He has no way back to
dummy to take a diamond finesse. When
he tries the ™A-K followed by a heart
ruff you overruff with the queen of
diamonds.
The point of this deal is that you need to
remove dummy’s entry before declarer
discovers the diamond break. This is
another case of attacking declarer’s
communications.

Another Example
In the next deal you lead the jack of spades
against declarer’s 3NT. Partner encourages
with the nine and declarer allows your
jack to hold the trick. Can you give
yourself the best chance of beating this
contract?

N/S Game. Dealer North.
´ 3
™ K J 10 9
t AKQ43
® AK3
´ J7
™ A32
N
W
t J 10 9 8 7
® QJ5

West
Pass
All Pass

North
1t
Dble

East
3´
Pass

South
Pass
3NT

Assuming partner has the ´K-Q for his
pre-empt, the best hand that declarer can
hold is:
If you continue with
a second spade, then
declarer will win the
ace, discarding a club
from dummy, maybe
try one round of
diamonds and then
force out your ace of hearts. You will have
no spade to return when you win the ace
of hearts. Declarer will make the ace of
spades, three hearts, three diamonds and
two clubs.
To beat this contract you must now
look at the deal with fresh eyes. Declarer
had to withhold his ace of spades at trick
one to break defensive communications
in the spade suit, but now you have
another string to your bow. With a spade
trick in the bag, you can see another four
tricks if you can limit all further activity
to interplay between you and dummy.
Switch to a diamond at trick two. Then
keep your ace of hearts to deal with
declarer's queen of hearts, denying him a
lead to his hand. You will defeat 3NT
with the spade trick you have already
taken, the ace of hearts, two diamonds
and a club. Declarer will never make his
ace of spades.
´
™
t
®

A 10 2
Q84
652
10 9 8 4

Fourth Hand Play
I always stress the principle that the
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default position in fourth hand is to win a
trick. The next deal demonstrates the
consequences of ducking without a good
reason. South was in 6NT. He won the jack
of diamonds lead with his ace and played
a club to dummy's king. East ducked.
Declarer then finessed his queen of hearts.
West won the king, but had no club to
return. South never needed to touch clubs
again. West could reasonably have asked
East in what circumstances he could gain
by ducking.

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

9853
K762
J 10 9 8
4

E

W
S

1NT
4´
´
™
t
®

10 7 6
54
7652
A832

To see the point of this deal, look at the
full diagram below and consider declarer’s
hand:

K2
A Q J 10 8
AK
9765

Layout 1
´ K Q 10 2
N
W

E
S

South
1´
3´
Pass

North

However, there can be good reasons to
withhold your winner as fourth to play.
They can be to disrupt declarer's communications, but they can also be to give
him a losing option. In Layout 1 (below)
the contract is 6´ and the trump suit is
as shown:

´J93

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ 743
™ AK2
t 632
® 8754
´ K65
™ J85
N
W
t 954
® KQJ9

AQJ4
93
Q43
K Q J 10
N

´
™
t
®

with the eight. How do you defend?

´A5

´8764

A trump is led to dummy's king. If East
wins the ace, no doubt declarer will later
successfully finesse dummy's ten. If East
allows the king to win, declarer has a
much harder task. He will be faced with a
guess when he later leads another trump
towards dummy.

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

743
AK2
632
8754

´
™
t
®

´ 8
™ Q 10 9 6 3
E
W
t Q 10 8 7
S
® A32
A Q J 10 9 2
74
AKJ
10 6

K65
J85
954
KQJ9

N

If you win the trick with your king of
spades, declarer can easily draw trumps
and use the king of hearts as an entry to
dummy to successfully finesse diamonds.
However, suppose you allow the queen
of spades to hold the trick. Declarer might
have some suspicion that you may be
conning him, but he is highly likely to reenter dummy with the king of hearts in
order to finesse in trumps again. He will
groan when East shows out and rise with
his ace of spades, but now he has inescapable tricks to lose to the king of spades
and queen of diamonds, as he can no
longer enter dummy to lead to his tJ.

CAPTION
COMPETITION

Look, look! A fourth!
THE winner of our October competition,
with the caption above, is Roy Westwater, of London, who will receive an
elegant bridge mug from our sponsors,
Bridge and Golf Gifts Direct (see page
13). Other excellent captions were: I can
see a green point ahead! (Beverley
Embleton, Kent); Ah! There's table 46!
(Jacqui Lund, London); I’m sure the
Director said the Blue Section was over
there (John MacLeod, London); The qualifying heat of the open teams was taking
its toll (Brian Gladman, Surrey); The first
sighting of the new EBU overseas congress
destination (Fred Kissack, Isle of Man);
West is finally seen returning from his trek
to the toilets at the Brighton Congress
(Martin Osborn, Berks.); I knew we should
have added Directional Asking Bids to the
system (John Portwood, Co. Durham);
and I hate these 3/4 Howell movements!
(Michael Wilkes, Worcs.).
The cartoon for our new competition
is below. Please send your bridgy
captions (multiple entries accepted) to
the Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh
Road, Reading RG1 5LR or by e-mail to
elena@ebu.co.uk not later than 19th
December 2011. Don’t forget to

include your full postal address!

A Last Example
In the last deal (top of next column) you
are West and you lead your king of clubs
against 4´. East overtakes with the ace
and returns a club. The third club is
ruffed by declarer. Declarer then enters
dummy with the ace of hearts and leads
a spade to his queen, East following suit

www.ebu.co.uk

To summarise: your most common
reasons for allowing declarer (or
dummy) to win a trick when you are
fourth to play are either to disrupt
his entries, or to give your opponent
a losing option.
r

Sponsored by Bridge
& Golf Gifts Direct

December 2011 English Bridge

35

Around & About
A NEW HOME

MEMORIES & ACHIEVEMENTS
PRESTBURY Duplicate Bridge Club celebrated its 20th Anniversary
with a dinner at the aptly named ‘The Bridge Hotel’, Prestbury,
Cheshire, on 27 September 2011. The club was formed in 1991 to
help raise funds for East Cheshire Hospice. To date it has donated
£54,000, raised from various fundraising activities during the year.
Anthea Brough, Chairman, thanked the founder members for
their vision which she said had been ‘repaid in spades’. Four out of
five of the founder members were present and club members
enjoyed a special celebration cake made by ex Secretary, Dorothy
Wroe. Memories of past bridge included Irene Waters’s recollection
that it took her four hours to ‘do the points’ after each session.

From the left: Newent BC founder mermbers Margaret Westbrook,
Heather Parker, Doreen Sallis and Pam Jenkins.
NEWENT Bridge Club is growing – and has had to move premises
to accommodate its expanding membership.
On 7th September, the club met for the first time in its new home,
the Sixth Form Centre at Newent Community School, and members
were delighted with the bright facilities. The growth in club numbers is partly due to the lessons run on Fridays by Ken Vowles: most
students are able to join the club within a year of ‘graduating’.
One of the oldest bridge clubs in Gloucestershire, Newent is keen
to continue to offer a friendly, welcoming atmosphere, interesting
deals (thanks to its Duplimate machine), and stimulating competitions. It looks forward to hosting the 33rd Newent Bowl Competition in February 2012, when it expects 120 people to come and
enjoy a Swiss Teams event. Further information on the website,
www.newentbridgeclub.org.uk
(Hylary Kingham)

From the left: Jean McKillop, Irene Waters, Margaret Broughton and
Margaret Owen, four of the five founder members of Prestbury BC.
To learn more about Prestbury Duplicate Bridge Club, visit
www.bridgewebs.com/prestbury
(Lesley Marsh)

Deva Bridge Club members enjoying the German countryside in between bridge sessions at the Lörrach Bridge Club.
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Around & About
OXON AWARENESS DAY

FUND-RAISING FUN
EVERY year for the past six years, Newton Abbot Bridge Club has
run a Swiss Teams event in support of The Dame Hannah Rogers
Trust – a centre in Devon for profoundly disabled children and
young adults.
This takes place on the first Sunday in August and this year there
were twenty-four teams from around the area. During the run up
to the event we run a raffle at our club which continues on the day,
and we sell a quiz – put together by one of our members this year,
with one hundred questions and dingbats entirely about bridge!
Cakes that are supplied by some of our ‘baking’ members are also
provided during club sessions for donations. Some of our raffle
prizes are generously donated by local businesses and we auctioned
a Limited Edition Print provided by one of our very talented artist
members. These all help to swell our totals.

Members of the public enjoying a hand of bridge.
OXFORDSHIRE BA run an ‘Awareness Day’ in one of the courtyards of Oxford Castle, next to the café, as part of the Oxford Open
Doors Heritage Weekend, run by the Oxford Preservation Trust.
One table of bridge players was placed in a prominent position
right through the day as a ‘visitor attraction’, backed up by a team of
bystanders whose role was to hand out information about local
clubs and teaching organisations. They also explained what was
going on and invited interested parties into the café, where more
people were available to teach Minibridge.
A total of twenty-five OBA members volunteered to give up some
of their time on a Sunday to help and we were also supported by the
EBU Club Liaison Officer, Krys Kazmierczak, who brought along a
selection of posters and other materials provided by the EBU.
The event was a huge success and attracted a steady stream of
visitors of all ages, many of whom stayed to learn Minibridge and
play a few hands. Further details will be sent to all those who left a
contact email address, and local teachers will also be following up
those who were asking about beginners’ lessons. All being well, we
hope to do something similar again next year. (Sandra Nicholson)

BRIDGE TO FRIENDSHIP
MEMBERS of Deva Bridge Club, Chester (photo on previous page),
spent four action-packed days of bridge and sightseeing in Lörrach,
a delightful town on the German-Swiss border, as part of the
international friendship between the twinned towns of Chester,
Sens, Lörrach and Senigallia.
The highlight of the visit was a trip in a covered wagon through
the vineyards of the Kaiserstuhl, a famous wine area, which included
wine tasting and an asparagus fest. Deva members also travelled by
tram into Basel, Switzerland, and had a tour of the Black Forest,
visiting St Blasien, a former Benedictine Abbey Church, and
stopping for lunch at the Nosterhof – a bank farm barn with the
restaurant situated above the animal accommodation. In between
the tourist activities, two duplicate pairs sessions and the ‘official’
bridge tournament took place, the latter won by Lörrach – a just
reward for their splendid hospitality.
(Avril Thompson)
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The presentation of the ‘cheque’ to The Dame Hannah Rogers Trust;
Left to right: front: Louisa Tanner (DHR), Dawn Gray (NABC),
Val Frost (NABC), Fran Fitzgerald (NABC), Steve Tanner (DHR);
back row: Chris Smart (DHR) and Jane Ridgewell (NABC).

This year we held the event at Seale Hayne College, which the
Trust have acquired as a new centre locally. We had a very enjoyable
day of seven seven-board rounds, coffee on arrival, a buffet lunch,
and afternoon tea and cakes. The catering was provided by the
Hannah Rogers Trust and costs were paid from our gross overall
takings for the event, making our net donation to them £1132. This
brings our overall total donation, including this year, to over £8000.
The winners of the event were a local team: Ian Walsh (Newton
Abbot, Graham Hoare (Exeter), Jacek Pietryzcki and Magdalena
Cisek (Torquay).
(Fran Fitzgerald) Ú
Has you club / county / teaching group done
anything special recently? Send us a short report (and
a good-quality photo) for inclusion in this column.
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Around & About
WIRELESS MEANS MORE

PEER VISITS SUFFOLK SCHOOL

FROM the day when the South Bucks Bridge Centre first opened its
doors in April 1994, proprietor Laurie Champniss was set upon
using automatic scoring of some kind. In the eighteen months of
renovation necessary to turn a dilapidated Elizabethan barn into
what must be one of the most attractive settings for playing the
game anywhere in the world, Laurie had seen and purchased a dealing machine, bought a networked computer system, and commissioned the development of a scoring system.
But automated (wireless) scoring proved to be a rather tougher
nut to crack. It was only after ten years of fruitless searching that we
came upon the solution that Laurie had known was right for SBBC
from the outset, and the first Bridgemates arrived in 2004.

BARONESS Henig of Lancaster, Chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Bridge Group and a member of the House of Lords bridge
team (in the photo above), visited Bungay Middle School in Suffolk
and played Minibridge with its pupils. Lady Henig was impressed
with the children’s ability: ‘Minibridge helps develop numeracy skills
and team-work,’ she said. ‘It has been really enjoyable to see the
children at Bungay so expert and having so much fun.’
What were we looking for? We wanted immediate and accurate
scoring, with printed results for players to take away (or dissect over
a final pint) and immediate website updating including details of
contracts and opening leads. We wanted players to see ‘travellers’
that reflected both sections of our specially-adapted Appendix
Mitchell movement. We wanted to make the playing/hosting Directors’ lives easier in the Anno Bridgemati era, so that the playing area
could be set out in advance, and players would identify themselves
via the Bridgemate. We wanted to simplify current-round assignment in our Swiss Pairs events. We wanted to score league-of-eight
matches as well as match-pointed pairs. And we wanted all this
without detracting from our members’ enjoyment of their bridge.
How successful were we in achieving our aims? Members took to
Bridgemates without much difficulty. The ergonomic design of the
table-top unit – robust construction (they bounce!), generous-sized
keys, large characters on the display screen helped a lot. Teaching
bridge to newcomers as well as people returning to the game is an
important facet of the Centre’s development, and today’s students
are unaware that it’s possible to play the game without Bridgemates!
Other facilities have come along since 2004. Player names
displayed for each round, movement instructions for players,
players’ rankings shown on the Bridgemate, the option for hand
records to be entered through and displayed on the Bridgemate. One
aspect of wireless scoring we hadn’t considered at the outset was the
scope it provided for displaying a constantly-updating ‘leaderboard’. After some initial reservations on the part of some members,
this facility is now so popular that we’ve updated to a 42" television,
with N/S and E/W rankings shown side by side. Overall, with
steadily increasing player numbers at the Centre, Laurie Champniss
is entitled to conclude he must be doing something right!
Where to next? Life never stands still and neither do Bridgemates,
as regular updates add new facilities on a fairly regular basis. Wireless has certainly meant a lot more for the SBBC. (Nigel Lancaster)
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INCREASED MEMBERSHIP

Jimmy Carroll, Mayor of Bexhill, with Bexhill BC
Secretary Angie Bittan and Chairman Ray Bittan.
FOR some time the membership of Bexhill Bridge Club, in East
Sussex, had been declining, so action was taken to reverse the trend.
After enlisting help from the EBU, the local Observer paper and
the Mayor’s office, we held an Open Club Night, where the Mayor,
Mr Jimmy Carroll, welcomed all our guests. After the welcome and
gifts of specially marked pens, refreshments were served while our
guests were given details of the club, and later invited to join in a
short bridge session. The Mayor suggested that all guests gave email
addresses, which were later drawn for prizes; this provided us with
future contact potential, both for the club and for its bridge classes,
which are partially financed by the club.
This was followed up with various special evenings when we have
given Free to Play Vouchers as prizes. Since we started this initiative
we are about to welcome our 22nd new member!
(Angie Bittan)

www.ebu.co.uk

ASK JEREMY

When Problems Arise,
Call the Director!
Email your questions to Jeremy Dhondy at ebuproblems@btopenworld.com
or write to the editor, Elena Jeronimidis, at 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR.
Please include your name and address even if writing by email.

JOHN Pickering, via email, writes:
Please give me your opinion on what
happened here:
West

North

East
1NT1
2™

2t2
Pass
3NT
All Pass
1 12-14
2 Announced as hearts

South
Pass
Pass

I would say everyone in our club
would have expected to see five hearts
and the values for game in the
dummy. What came down was a fairly
balanced hand with two small hearts.
North-South got a bottom as South
did not lead a heart. Upon enquiry at
the end of the hand West said it was a
two-way bid showing hearts or a
balanced hand. West said East should
have alerted instead of announcing.
North said West should have bid 2NT
not 2t misleading the opposition.
East said it was their system – they
played Precision Club. Unfortunately
we never involved the director.
1. If the announcement ‘hearts’ was
wrong, what is your ruling?
2. Should East have announced
‘May not have hearts as well’?
3. Should East have alerted, making
no announcement?
4. Should East-West be allowed to
mislead their opposition with a
two-way bid?

Oh dear! So many problems here . . .
First of all, 2t is clearly alertable, not

announceable. You only announce if it is a
transfer to hearts. I entirely agree that the
default expectation for this sequence
would be five hearts and the values for
game.
If the director were called, then he
would need to establish what the agreement actually was. If it was established
that your opponents’ agreement is hearts
or bal anced, then there is clear
misinformation. A correction should
have been volunteered after the auction
and before the opening lead. (See also
Mike Swanson’s article on page 13, making
the same point — Ed.) North’s opinion
on what West should have bid is completely irrelevant and he should avoid
lecturing the opponents on what they
should bid. If there is a problem, call the
director!
You may play any continuations over
1NT, so the method is clearly legal but it
must be described properly and using the
correct form i.e. an alert. In my opinion an
alert in these ‘announce-transfers’ days is
likely to prompt a question. I would
consider an adjustment because of the
misinformation and if the opening leader
might have led a heart, thus beating the
contract, I would adjust according to the
likelihood.
East’s comment about Precision Club is
nonsense. You can play Precision with any
responses to 1NT. They are not tied to the
system; however, in original Precision
(circa 1967) 2® was Stayman and 2t was
Game Forcing Stayman.
If it made a difference to my lead, I
would probably ask. Experience tells me
that this is the best thing to do whether or
not I should have to.

Jeremy Dhondy
As director, the final thing I would do is
decide on whether to award a procedural
penalty to East-West. Typically on a club
evening I would warn, not fine, unless it
had happened before. However, bearing in
mind the comment from East, I would be
sorely tempted.

TREVOR Lorton of Whitby asks: It
has been suggested by a club member
that after the auction is completed
then the board be left in the middle of
the table and the contract card be
placed on the board for the duration
of the play. Is this within the laws of
bridge?

The board itself must be left in the middle
of the table; Law 7A requires this. There is
nothing in the laws one way or the other
concerning the bidding card but our
bidding box regulations say: ‘At the end of
the auction the calls should remain in
place until the opening lead has been
faced.’ The organising body, in this case
the club, can decide to keep the final bid
on display if it so wishes. Typically it does
happen in invitation events where there is
an audience, e.g. the Lederer.
In normal club play I don’t think it is a
great idea because anyone getting up to go
to the toilet or bar gets to see what is there.
A player can’t just decide to do it because
he wants to. It is a club decision.
r

Answers to Christmas Bridge Trivia Quiz on page 23
1. Everton Weekes (Barbados); 2. Martin Andresen (Norway) won the Life Master Pairs at the San Diego nationals in 2009; 3. They were
both bridge scandals where a pair was accused of cheating: Facchini and Zucchelli of Italy, and Katz and Cohen of the USA; 4. The World Bridge
Computer Championship; 5. Boris Schapiro (Senior World Pairs in 1999 in Lille when he was 89 years old); 6. All of them; 7. Mon Mome (in
2009), owned by Vida Bingham; 8. David Gold (England), Joey Silver (Canada); Derek Diamond (Scotland) and John Diamond (USA); 9. Jim
Sharples, Gerald Tredinnick and Jason Hackett.
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BIDDING QUIZ

Beat today’s
experts
David Bird

Bidding problems are on page 31

1. N/S Game. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

AJ986
Void
AKQJ83
A4

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

West
Balderson
2®
3t
4NT
7®

Void
9732
764
KQJ763

East
Miner
3®
4®
5®

2. N/S Game. Dealer South.
´
™
t
®

J986
KQ72
K2
632

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

Q5
A J 10 8 6
AJ75
Q7
South
Hamman
Pass
Pass

West
Welland

North
Zia

East
Bramley

Pass
2®

1®
Pass

1™
4™

3. Love All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

653
K
AKQ986
A76

West
Helgemo
1t
2t
3®
4´
5NT

40

North
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble
Pass

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

East
Helness
2®
2NT
4®
Pass
6®
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AK7
AQ9
54
KJ984
South
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

OUR first deal comes from the final of the
2011 USA Women’s championship.
There are only 25 points between the
hands, but two running six-card suits plus
an ace and a void add up to a grand slam!
The first key move was Cynthia Balderson’s decision to open with a full-blown 2®.
Now all depended on Carol Miner’s response. The modern style is to respond 2t
on most hands, to save space. You give a
positive response not when you have a few
honour cards but when you hold a good
suit. Miner showed a strong club suit and

rebid her clubs on the next round.
Balderson bid Roman Key-card Blackwood, since the ™A opposite would have
allowed her to bid 7NT. East’s 5® showed
one key-card (using 1430 responses) and the
club grand slam was easily made.
Suppose West makes the mistake of opening 1t and East then responds 1™. Not so
easy to bid a grand slam now, is it?

Our next deal is from the quarter-finals
of the 2011 Spingold, with Nickell facing
Welland.
Zia Mahmood opens 1® in the third seat
and Bart Bramley overcalls 1™. (To double
on the East hand, because you are ‘too
strong for an overcall, partner’ is something
that you would now see only in a 1960s
period drama on BBC2.)
Roy Welland cue-bid 2® to show a sound
raise to at least 2™. What should East say
next, do you think?

You might think that 14 points was quite
strong for a one-level overcall and that you
should now go to game. Yes, but just look at
those two queen-doubleton holdings! They
turned out to be worthless, as was always
possible, and 4™ was simply too much on
that East hand. If you swap the two black
queens for the ´A, or even the ´K, there
would be a good play for the game.

This deal comes from a semi-final of the
Spingold, with Pierre Zimmermann’s
Monaco A team facing Fleisher (USA I in
this year’s Bermuda Bowl).
Tor Helness’ 2® response was forcing to
game, so Geir Helgemo could save space
with a 2t rebid and show his club support
at the three level. East’s 4® was then Roman
Key-card Blackwood, the response showing
two aces but no ®Q.
5NT asked partner to pick a slam and
East signed off in 6®, since the queen of
trumps was missing.
7NT was a good contract, bid and made
at the other table. What went wrong?
At the other table (and when the same deal
was played in the other semi-final), West

chose to show his good diamonds by jumping to 3t, even though 2t would be forcing.
East then bid RKCB on the way to 7NT.
The auction to 6® failed because East
became the ‘captain’. He was the one asking
for key cards and announcing the final contract, yet he had no idea about the splendid
diamond suit opposite.
Note that 7NT was a better contract than
7t, because five tricks from the club suit
would give you the no-trump grand if there
was a loser in the diamond suit. An instructive deal!

n Awards: 7®/7t (10), 6®/6t (6), Games
(2).

n Awards: 3™/2™ (10), 4™ (3).

n Awards: 7NT (10), 7t (8), 6NT (5),
7®/6t/6® (4), Games (1).
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4. N/S Game. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

Q32
9
Q 10
AKQ7652

N
W

E
S

West
Disa

´
™
t
®

10 4
A Q 10 7 2
AJ
J 10 9 4

East
Westheimer
1™
3®
4´

2®
4®
6®

5. N/S Game. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

AQ96
K 10 8 7 6
A 10 9
J

N
W

E
S

West
Gaspar
1™
3´
4t
4NT
5´

´
™
t
®

KJ843
A9
K7
K 10 4 3

East
Chrapot
1´
4®
4™
5™

6. Love All. Dealer North.
´
™
t
®

A Q 10
J8652
A97
AJ

West
Roberts
1NT
2´
4´

North
Zanasi
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

N
W

E
S

East
Brass
Pass
2™
3t

´
™
t
®

J9872
A7
J 10 6 3 2
10

South
Donati
1™
Pass
Pass

Teams from the USA and Europe faced each
other in the final of the 2011 Wagar Teams
(for women). The Americans were playing a
two-level response as forcing to game, a system known as ‘two-over-one’. East’s 3® was
therefore forcing and unlimited. What
should West bid next?
Disa Eythorsdottir’s 4® would be fine if it
was a prelude to cue-bidding, but in their system it asked for key cards (as in the HelgemoHelness auction). Valerie Westheimer’s threestep response showed two aces without the
trump queen and Disa bid 6®. North
promptly cashed the ´A-K for one down.
We can draw two important messages
from this sorry affair. Firstly, you should not

ask for aces (or key cards) when you have
two top losers in an unbid suit. Secondly,
two-over-one systems do give you extra bidding space, yes, but this can be at the
expense of knowing whether partner has
extra values. After East’s raise to 3®, West
had no idea whether her partner held 11
points or 18.
At the other table, Sylvie Willard and
Bénédicte Cronier bid 1™ – 2® – 3® – 3´ –
3NT, where Cronier’s 3´ showed a stopper
in spades. A fully deserved 10 IMPs was the
French stars’ reward.

Next we visit the 2011 Victor Champion
Cup, in Melbourne. Klinger faces Noble in
the 5th round and a potential spade slam
has just hit the table.
George Gaspar evaluates his hand as a
jump raise to 3´ and Michael Chrapot’s 4®
is then a cue-bid, suggesting a slam and
showing the ace or king of clubs (occasionally a shortage). Two more cue-bids follow
and West has to find a bid over partner’s 4™.
What would you do?
West has already described his hand with
a limit bid and should now bid 4´, leaving
any further move to his partner. See what

happens when West bids RKCB instead. He
hears of two key cards but (still knowing
relatively little about his partner’s hand) has
no idea whether to bid the slam. Eventually
he guesses to pass 5´. The situation was the
same as on Hand 3. The wrong player
became the ‘captain’!
At the other table, it was East who asked
for key cards. When his partner showed two
aces and the trump queen, he bid the excellent contract of 6´, easily made.

any ‘bold as . . .’ jokes) tried for game by
showing his diamond suit. Roberts then had
an easy leap to the excellent contract of 4´.
North led his singleton heart, won with
the ace, and a trump finesse lost to North’s
king. Roberts still made ten tricks, taking
two diamond finesses.
Our congratulations go to: Roberts and
Brass, Shivam Shah and Basil Letts, Simon
Spencer and Ankush Khandelwal – also to
the non-playing captain, Michael Byrne,
and the coach, Alan Shillitoe.

n Awards: 3NT (10), 5® (8), 4NT (6),
6® (3).

n Awards: 6´ (10), Games (5).

Tips to remember

•

Doubleton queens are not worth
2 points and may be worth
absolutely nothing.

•

Do not ask for aces (or key
cards) when you have two top
losers in an unbid suit.

•

Do not ask for aces (or key
cards) when you will not know
what to do if the response indicates that one key card is
missing.

•

4NT should be used as a lastminute check that two big cards
are not missing. You should
have already established that the
playing strength for a slam is
r
present.

n Awards: 4´ (10), Part-scores (6).
We end at the 2011 European Youth championship where England finished 4th to
qualify for the World Youth Championship
in Cuba.
On this deal against Italy, Alex Roberts
overcalled 1NT and Tommy Brass responded
with a transfer bid. Many players would have
passed 2´, but the England East (I will resist
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´ ™t®
Our world experts score a very moderate
35/60, relying on the England Youth team to
add a measure of respectability to their
total. Let’s look for some bidding tips.
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SIGNALS & DISCARDS

Discarding
Part II
David Bakhshi

IN my October article I began looking at
discarding, discussing the application of
attitude and count signals when throwing
away. This time I shall examine alternative
discarding methods which primarily involve the suit-preference signal.

How can suit-preference signals
be used when discarding?
The basic idea of the suit-preference signal
is that the choice of card played can be
used to show an interest in a suit either
higher or lower ranking than the one
being played. This idea can be therefore be
applied to discarding. Consider Example
A from the October issue:

´
™
t
®

Example
J6
J6
AKQ3
K J 10 9 2
´
™
N
E
t
®

A

9753
A K Q 10
10 8 6 4
8

South opens 1NT, and North raises to 3NT.
West leads the five of clubs, dummy
plays the two, East plays the eight and
South wins with the queen of clubs. South
next leads the four of clubs, West wins
with the ace, and East throws . . . ?
I explained that playing standard signals
East would do best to throw a discouraging
spade, relying on West to figure out that he
cannot want a diamond switch, and
therefore has heart strength. Using suitpreference discards, East conveys the same
message by discarding from a suit he does
not wish his partner to play, but throws a
low card to show interest in the lower
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ranking of the remaining suits and a high
card to show an interest in the higher
ranking suit. Thus, in example A, East
would either throw a low diamond or a
high spade to show strength in hearts. This
idea was put forward by Hy Lavinthal in the
1960s, and is often known as McKenney
after the writer who promoted its usage.

Are there any problems
with this approach?
There are a couple of negative issues. One
is common to all forms of signalling in
that recognising a card as high or low
may not be easy since it is the relative
value of the card that is important. So, in
Example A, if East’s diamonds were 9-8-7,
then throwing the seven of diamonds
may not clearly be seen as an attempt to
throw a low diamond. Likewise, if his
spades were 4-3-2, then throwing the
four of spades may not clearly be seen as
a ‘high’ spade.
The second problem is that when seeking to request a switch to a higher ranking
suit, it is always necessary to throw a high
card, and this may not always be possible
(or desirable).

Can these problems
be overcome?
An alternative approach is to use a system
of discarding called Revolving Discards.
Though based on similar principles of suit
preference, these work in a slightly different way. The main idea necessary to
understand this system is that the suits are
considered to be part of a cycle, with clubs
lying above spades, spades above hearts,
hearts above diamonds and diamonds
above clubs. When making a discard, a
high card shows interest in the suit above,
and a low card expresses interest in the
suit below. Thus, in Example A, East
would throw either a high diamond or a
low spade to show strength in hearts.

The advantages of this approach are that
a player making a discard can show
strength in any suit, and also has a choice
whether to use a high card to ask for the
suit above or a low card to ask for the suit
below, thereby avoiding the issue that
occurs when holding inappropriate cards
for a regular suit-preference signal.
However, the downsides are that it is not
possible to signal for a suit by throwing a
card in that suit, and it is also very hard to
make a neutral discard, since in theory, all
cards convey an interest in another suit.

Are there any other variations
on the theme of suit-preference
signals when discarding?
Rather than relying on a player distinguishing strength according to the value of the
card thrown, the final category of discards
take into account whether the value of the
card thrown is odd or even. The most
common of these are often referred to as
Italian Discards.
The basic idea is that an odd card is
encouraging in the suit thrown, whilst an
even card carries a suit-preference meaning.
For example, if spades have been led, then
throwing the five of diamonds would
encourage a switch to diamonds, whilst
throwing the four of diamonds (a low even
card) would show an interest in clubs, and
throwing the eight of diamonds (a high
even card) would show an interest in hearts.
So, in Example A, East could not signal
for hearts by throwing a spade (he only
has odd cards in spades). Holding only
even cards in diamonds, however, he could
show an interest in hearts (the lower of the
remaining suits) by throwing the four of
diamonds.
This raises the main problem with this
method, which is that a player seeking to
make a discard may not always have a card
of the appropriate value with which to
make a signal. In example A, if East’s
diamonds had also been odd cards, he Ú
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IN A NUTSHELL
by Jeremy Dhondy

HESITATING
Is there anything wrong in hesitating
during the auction?
Generally no, unless you do it deliberately to put the opposition off. Sometimes you need to hesitate, for example
if your opponent has made a Stop bid.
Sometimes you will hesitate because
you have a difficult problem. In such
circumstances you can communicate
information to partner that he should
not have and must not use.
Should I try to avoid hesitating?
If you can then yes, unless it is mandatory (e.g. after a Stop bid by your righthand opponent, see above) but this is
easier said than done especially, for
example, with high-level decisions.
I hesitated during the auction and my
opponent called the director and said I
should be fined for this.
I rather hope the director told him off.
First of all it is not an offence to hesitate
and secondly it is not the job of the
opponent to decide who should be
fined.
If I hesitate, what constraints does this
put on partner?
If you hesitate and this conveys infor-

Ú would have no way of signalling for
hearts. This can be particularly problematic in creating ethical dilemmas. With
only odd cards in the remaining suits, it is
likely that East would take longer to select
a discard. This causes a potential problem
for West, who must not allow his decision
process to be affected by the time taken for
East to choose a card, and must instead
base his decision on the value of the card
thrown (i.e. he should aim to interpret the
card thrown irrespective of the time taken
to make that choice).
The final variation on this theme
involves a system of discards called Dodds.
In this method, a discard of an even card
is encouraging in that suit, whilst an odd
card is both discouraging in that suit, and
encouraging in the other suit of the same
colour. Though this method is popular
amongst club players, I have never seen it

www.ebu.co.uk

mation to partner, then he must not act
on it. Suppose you double slowly in a
competitive auction after some thought.
Partner will be in possession of the
information that you do not have three
or four trump tricks but he has come by
this information only as a result of the
tempo of the auction. He may not use this
information to assist his final decision.
So what can partner do?
After you have hesitated, partner may
not choose, from logical alternatives,
one that is suggested by the pause.
Generally this means that partner may
choose a clearcut action. A director will
decide using Law 16B 1 (b). If a significant proportion of a player’s peers would
have considered the action complained
of (say, about 80%) and some of those
would have actually chosen it, then the
director is likely to allow the action.
Conclusion
In conclusion, a hesitation does not preclude you from doing something that is
obvious.
In most circumstances directors will
consult other players and directors to
help them decide.

used by an expert partnership. Apart from
the fact that it is confusing to describe
(and I imagine even more confusing to
play), it has the obvious disadvantage that
it is very restrictive in nature. In essence,
to encourage a switch to a red suit, for
example, it is necessary to throw an odd
card in the other red suit. As with Odd/
Even Discards, this approach is very
difficult to handle without placing ethical
pressure on partner when faced with
impossible choices which result in plays at
an irregular tempo.
In summary then, there are various
approaches which make use of suitpreference principles when discarding.
However, each has its own inherent
problems, in addition to the fact that all
are by nature more complex than the
more natural Attitude approach favoured
by most top players.
r

CLUB PLAYER’S
BIDDING QUIZ
ON each of the following problems,
you are West. What should you bid
with each hand on the given auction?
Julian Pottage gives his answers on
page 44.

Hand 1
´765
™ A 10 3
tKQ8
®J832

W

N

E
1t

S
Pass

N

E

S
1™

?

Hand 2
´ K J 10
™K63
tK753
®A54

W

Hand 3
´Q54
™A943
t A 10 8 7 6
®A

W

?

N

E
S
1NT Pass
Pass 2t Pass

2®*
?
* Stayman

Hand 4
´ K Q J 10 8
™AK72
tK2
®74

W
1´
?

N
E
S
Pass 2® Pass

Hand 5
´Q64
™AJ8
t 10 4 2
®7654

W

N

E
1´

S
2t

N

E
1´

S
Dble

Hand 6
´ J 10 9 8
™A
t 10 9 7 5 4
® Q 10 5

?

W
?
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CLUB BIDDING

Club Players
Quiz

DERBY

W

N

E
1t

S
Pass

?

2®. With 10 points, you
are too strong to respond
1NT. You do not want to
miss game if partner has
15 points facing your 10, which you might
if you respond 1NT. The 2® response does
not promise a five-card suit.

W
Hand 2
´ K J 10
™K63
tK753
®A54

N

E

S
1™

Answers to problems
on page 43
W
1´
?

Hand 4
´ K Q J 10 8
™AK72
tK2
®74

2™. Show your second
suit. This also confirms
you have five cards in
your first suit. While a
2NT rebid would express your values, it
would show neither the four hearts nor the
fifth spade. Although in Standard English
this sequence is non-forcing, in practice the
2™ bid is not often going to be passed, so
you can describe other features later.

W
Hand 5
´Q64
™AJ8
t 10 4 2
®7654

N

E
S
1NT Pass
2®* Pass 2t Pass
?
* Stayman

3NT. Since you have the
values for game and have
not found a 4-4 heart fit, you should settle
for 3NT. You should not worry about
holding a singleton club. Partner, who you
know lacks a four-card major, is likely to
hold at least four clubs.
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N

E
1´

S
2t

?

2´. Had South passed
you would have bid 1NT
because your hand is so
flat. This is no longer an
option. Your raise to 2´ shows some spade
support (3+ cards) and minimum responding values, which is what you have.

W
W

Hand 6
´ J 10 9 8
™A
t 10 9 7 5 4
® Q 10 5

The Hallmark Midland Hotel
Midland Road, Derby DE1 2SQ
( 01332 345894

N
E
S
Pass 2® Pass

?

Pass. A 1NT overcall
shows similar strength
to a strong 1NT opening, 15-17 or perhaps
15-18. With a 12-14 point hand, you
should pass. Bidding is more dangerous
and has less potential reward once an
opponent has opened the bidding. If
responder is very weak and passes,
partner will strain to reopen, so you
should not miss much.

Hand 3
´Q54
™A943
t A 10 8 7 6
®A

REALLY EASY
SPRING
BREAK

Bidding

Julian Pottage

Hand 1
´765
™ A 10 3
tKQ8
®J832

20 – 22 April 2012

N

E
1´

S
Dble

?

3´. After the inter vening take-out double,
when you have primary
support for partner, you
usually raise a level higher than you
would have done without the double.
This makes it hard for the opponents to
find whatever fit they have. On a hand
worth a limit raise to 3´, you would bid
a conventional 2NT.
r

The hotel package is £136 per person
with no single supplement

Bridge fees: Residential Only
£40 per person
Four sessions of bridge plus two
days half-board at this historic hotel
opposite Derby railway station.
The event starts with dinner on
Friday evening at 6.30pm followed
by the first session of bridge. A
bridge lesson on Saturday morning
followed by play sessions in the
afternoon and evening. Finally on
Sunday a Swiss Pairs event with a
break for a light lunch. The event
finishes around 3.30pm.

ENTRIES LIMITED TO 60 PEOPLE
Suitable for people in their second
year of learning, or those who have
recently moved on from lessons to
friendly duplicate sessions.

Entries & enquiries to
EBU Competitions
Department
( 01296 317 203 / 219
or e-mail comps@ebu.co.uk

www.ebu.co.uk

www.ebu.co.uk

Vu-bridge
HOW many of you can
remember Autobridge?
According to the internet
Autobridge is (or was) ‘a
bridge teaching device
and series of play sheets
dating back to at least 1938. It is a board
which may be opened to insert a sheet
with cards and suits printed on it. The
covering board is closed and the hand is
played by opening windows. The player
decides on his own play and reveals the
next window to see what the expert
recommends. An accompanying booklet
explains the expert's recommendation.’
If that description isn’t clear enough
then try http://boardgamegeek.com/board
game/14034/autobridge where you can see
a picture of the contraption. Why am I
asking this? Well, there is a new website, Vubridge, that has been set up as the 21st
century equivalent of this antiquated
device. This has recently been overhauled so
that it is now free (when first created you
had to pay to access various parts of it).
Here, with a few clicks of a computer
mouse, you are able to play problem hands
that have been uploaded onto the system
and are being updated regularly. You are
also able to play hands from tournaments
far and wide, recent and old, by sitting in as
a famous player and see how he (or she) bid
and played. There are also areas within this
site for clubs to display recent hands and
results. The only caveat that I have is that
the site is (or perhaps was) a work in
progress. When it was first up and running
I was plagued with weird Windows-style
gibberish error messages. Much of this (I
think) was down to the fact that my computer was old and used a decrepit operating
system. However, as we go to press the site
designer has assured me that everything has
been revamped to cope with these flaws and
the site should run on all browsers. Also, the
site author would like players and teachers
to create interesting material. Try clicking
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on www.vubridge.com – it’s certainly worth
a look.

The Deadly Defence
Quiz Book
published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson
THE Deadly Defence
Quiz Book by Wladyslaw Izdebski, Roman
Krzemien and Ron
Klinger is a sequel to
Deadly Defence, and
the preface suggests
that you might want
to read that before you
embark on this book.
Having said that, it’s
not necessary to do so and there are scores
of interesting and challenging hands.
There are many positions here that
should be part of any good player’s
armoury. One of the simpler examples is
the choice of card you should play from
Q-J-10 when partner leads a low card of
the suit against a no-trump contract,
dummy holding two small cards. The
answer, of course, is the jack. You don’t
see why? Well, If partner has A-9-x-x-x
he will know that it is safe to continue
with the suit when he regains the lead
because you either have the Q-J, or
declarer has the K-Q-10 (where it doesn’t
cost to lead the suit again). If, however,
you follow with the Ten at trick one
partner might place you with J-10-x,
declarer with K-Q-x and waste time
looking for your entry to lead the suit
through. Obvious when you see it . . .
This book is certainly not for the
inexperienced player; it is for tournament
players and above, and stands comparison
with those timeless works of the late Hugh
Kelsey: Killing Defence at Bridge and More
Killing Defence at Bridge. Recommended,
and well worth a place on your bookshelf.
I haven’t read the prequel, Deadly Defence,
but have made a note to do so.

Bridge

Bridge

ge
Brid

REVIEWS

by Paul Bowyer

♠
♥♦
♣

Reviews

Knave of Hearts
published by CreateSpace
(available also as a Kindle book
from Amazon)
THIS is a collection of
forty deals from local
events. The book is
self-avowedly ‘most
certainly not for the
expert’ and contains a
set of hands written
loosely in the style
of Terence Reese’s
classic Play Bridge
With Me, where the thought processes of
the author are discussed as the bidding
and play of the hand progresses. The deals
themselves are interesting enough, with
some instructive errors displayed and discussed, and regular club players may well
find much to engage them within these
pages. However, much of the bidding
should come with a government health
warning as it is quite poor.

Gibsons’ Catalogue
FINALLY, for those who have not completed their Christmas shopping yet, you
might find some items of interest, such as
appealing packs of cards and a card
shuffling machine, in Gibsons’ catalogue,
found online at www.gibsonsgames.co.uk.
This may well prove more of interest to
rubber bridge players than for those interested in duplicate, however.
r
Want to recruit more members
for your bridge club?
Then find out more about the
EBU’s FREE club teacher courses!
For details
( 01296 317217
or e-mail lisa@ebu.co.uk
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ANSWERS TO THE OCTOBER LEADS QUIZ
by Alan Mould
This month’s problems are a little different: the same hand and three different auctions.
Do the different auctions make a difference to the opening lead? (New Quiz: page 26.)
The hand:

Auction 1: The opposition have had a
´
™
t
®

limited quantitative auction to 6NT so are
unlikely to have long suits and have only
just the values for slam. You only need two
tricks so your aim should be to give away as
little as possible. Passivity is thus the order
of the day.

652
10 9 3
K9654
J3

The auctions:
1. West

North

Pass
4NT
All Pass

2. West

1
2

East
Pass

North

East

South
1NT
6NT

South
1®
3®
4NT1
6NT

Pass
2´
Pass
Pass
3´
Pass
Pass
5´2
Pass
All Pass
Roman Key-Card Blackwood
Two ‘aces’ and the trump queen (spades
assumed to be trumps)

3. West
Pass

North

East

3NT

All Pass

South
1NT

The leads:
(a) ´6 (or ´5 if you play MUD);
(b) ™10;
(c) t5;
(d) ®J.

(a) ´6: 7 marks. This is fairly passive and
with luck should be safe. However, a safer
lead is available, so it doesn’t get top marks.
(b) ™10: 10 marks. You can construct
layouts where this costs a trick but you
would be unlucky. Almost always this will
give declarer nothing he wasn’t entitled to
already.
(c) t5: 4 marks. This has to be considered a
poor lead on this auction. It is very likely to
give away a trick and that might be
declarer’s twelfth. This sequence does not
call for heroics on lead!
(d) ®J: 1 mark. This is a very dangerous
lead. At best it will do nothing; at worst it
will cost the entire suit when partner has
something like Q-x-x and declarer can now
pick up the suit for no losers.

Auction 2: This sequence is the exact reverse of Auction 1. Here the opposition have
two long suits and think they can make
6NT. It seems almost certain that they have
enough tricks if they are allowed to make
them. You will thus have to rely on partner
for a trick in one of their suits and you need
another trick quickly to go with it. Aggression is the name of the game this time.
(a) ´6: 4 marks. This is fine if you think a
passive lead is called for – it is very unlikely

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master:

Alex Mathers,
Brompton
Northallerton

Open:

Tim Greenhill,
Billinghurst

Sponsored by
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Regional:

Michael Kaye,
Kintbury

to cost a trick. But for the reasons given, a
passive lead is not what you need here.
(b) ™10: 6 marks. This needs partner to
have ™K-Q or ™K-J over the queen in
dummy together with the outside trick. It
thus needs more than the diamond lead
and therefore must be considered inferior.
(c) t5: 10 marks. This is the lead which
needs partner to have least in order to set
up a trick (just the queen). It could easily
give away a trick but it is very unlikely to
matter as declarer will be able to make
twelve anyway. If it is the twelfth, hope
someone who reads these problems is
defending in the other room.
(d) ®J: 1 mark. Even more dangerous this
time – the jack into declarer’s rebid suit!

Auction 3: In my view this is the most
difficult of the three sequences. The
problem is that you don’t know whether
the opposition have stretched to bid game
or whether they have plenty of values to
spare and so you don’t know whether to
be passive or aggressive. What you do
know, though, is that if you are beating
this contract partner needs a lot of values
and hence will have the entries. Should
you therefore try and find his suit?
(a) ´6: 7 marks. An attempt to set up
some tricks in partner’s hand. Fair enough
and might work, but it has to be
considered inferior to . . .
(b) ™10: 10 marks. As your pips are better,
this needs slightly less in terms of suit
quality in partner’s hand for it to be right.
Also, it has less chance of carving up partner’s honours if you have hit the wrong suit.
(c) t5: 5 marks. Well, as Clint Eastwood
said, ‘Do ya feel lucky?’ This is the most
straightforward way to beat the contract but
requires partner to hold at least three diamonds and declarer unable to hold up. If
the suit can be killed, you are certainly not
getting in. This requires a lot of specific
cards from partner, so it is a poorer lead
than the majors in my view.
(d) ®J: 4 marks. This could be right but it
must hit partner’s suit. As responder did not
bid Stayman, it is likely that responder will
have length in the minors.
r
www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS
Landmark
Promotions
July 2011 –
October 2011
LANDMARK
PROMOTIONS

• There are currently four

landmark promotions
(Master, Regional Master,
Life Master and Grand
Master). When you are
promoted to one of these
four levels, you receive a
good-quality gift and free
entry into the Ranked
Masters pairs.

• All other promotions

enter a four-monthly
Master Point draw with
three prizes – first prize is
two nights Dinner, Bed &
Breakfast for two people
at a Barceló Hotel.

•

The winner of the most
black points in each affiliated club’s events enters
the new Annual Prize
Draw for the Club
Champions with a first
prize of £400.

• The annual local and
national awards
continue.

Congratulations
to the newly promoted
Premier Grand Master:
Mr JR Willans, Kent

Congratulations
to the newly promoted
Grand Masters:
Mr LJ Burtt, Essex
Mr BR Crack, Kent
Mr RJ Edmonds, Herts
Mr DC Hinkin, Hants & IoW
Mr RJ Miller, Northants
Mr MH Rawlins, Herts
Mr D Robinson, Yorks
Dr EF Slatcher, Isle of Man
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Avon
www.avoncba.org.uk
WE are very sad to
report the death of
Sarah Hurst on 19th
August. Sarah was
one of the longeststanding members of
Avon (and Somerset before that ) as well
as Bristol Bridge Club. She won many of
the county and Bristol Bridge Club
trophies, and her partnership with Delia
Stephens was one of the finest ladies
partnerships in Bristol over many years.
Sarah was a very private person but to
those who knew her warm, high of
principle and scrupulously ethical at the
table. She bore her illness with great
fortitude and lack of complaint. Sarah
will be greatly missed by all her friends.
Congratulations to Dan MacIntosh
and David Jones for being in the winning team in the Welsh Foursomes held
in Cardiff over the first weekend of
September. The margin of victory was a
substantial 37 VPs.
Congratulations to Andrew, Cathy
and Ralph Smith and Steve Tomlinson
for winning the Somerset One-day Swiss
Teams in a field of 81 teams held in
Weston-super-Mare over the first weekend of October. Trevor Ward, Rob Lawy
and David Jones were in the team which
finished 3rd.
In the Swiss Pairs at the Somerset
Congress the best performances were the
3rd place of David Jones (with Miles
Cowling), Steve Tomlinson – Ralph
Smith (4th), Bill Crymble – Mike
O’Brien (11th) and Huw Oliver –
Andrew Urbanski (12th). (162 pairs
competed.)
Rob Lawy – David Jones were the
winners of the Swiss Teams in Guernsey
held over the weekend of 23-25
September.

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
RITA Keable – Monica
Lucy were half of the
winning team for the
Bell Cup at the National
Women’s Teams held in
September at the West
Midlands Bridge Club and run by Warwickshire County. ‘Offshore’, at the
Guernsey Congress, Alan Cooke – Maris
Sheppard won the Mixed Pairs with
62.7% and were also half of the winning
team for the Seniors Teams event while
joining forces with Brian and Maureen
Stairs, scoring +47 IMPs.
Closer to home, David Dickson –
Alan Shillitoe won the Opening Pairs at
Wilstead in September with 62%. The
event attracted 25 pairs. Colin O’Hara –
Les Calver finished top in the Men’s Pairs
in October with 57.1% and the Ladies’
Pairs winners (run concurrently) were
Rita Keable – Monica Lucy with 66%.
Well done to all concerned.
Diary dates: Thurs Dec 8, Seniors
Teams, Wilstead, 2.00pm. Thurs Jan 12,
Marsh Trophy (previously known as the
‘One-Star Pairs’), Wilstead, 2.00pm; this

event is for non-expert players new to
county events with fewer than 10,000
EBU black points to their name (this
includes conversion of EBU points at
1/4 green = 25 black points). Thurs Jan
19, BBA Swiss Pairs, Wilstead, 7.30pm.

Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Sally Brock and the rest of
the Venice Cup team on
qualifying in 3rd place for
the knock-out stages of
the World Championships
and then reaching the semi-finals.
The County Championship Teams
knock-out is under way and the first
round had some exciting matches with
the defending champions, Doe, losing to
the strong Bowdery team.
The first Sunday event of the season
had 30 pairs playing for the Denys Jenkins
Swiss Pairs, won by David Owen –
Charles Chisnall, 5 VPs ahead of Maxine
Julius – David Arundel, with Janet
Allan – Colin Dale 1 VP behind in 3rd
and Richard and Pat Chantler taking the
non-expert prize.
Congratulations to Harvey Bengen,
Kevin Elstow, Steve Gore, Phil Thornton,
Callum McKail and Nigel Wolfendale
who won the final of the Nicko Plate and
to Rob Wilkinson – Colin Johns from
Lane End BC who came 8th out of 1652
pairs in the EBU Autumn Simultaneous
Pairs.
There were a number of good performances in One-day GP Events,
Charles Chisnall coming 2nd in the
Surrey A flight Swiss Teams and Mike
Miller, Mike Gentry, Angela Flintoft and
Bob Kozlowski 3rd, while Graham
Cheetham, Salim Mian, Brian Gould and
Ray Burnett won the B Flight; Ian Kidger
was 2nd in the Derby Swiss Teams.
Diary dates: Dec 4, Mixed Swiss
Teams, Windsor, 11am start – with a
glass of wine at the break. Jan 15,
County Pairs Qualifier, Windsor. Jan 29,
Friendly Swiss Pairs, SBBC.

Cambs and Hunts
www.cambsbridge.org.uk
DAVID Kendrick won the Swiss Teams at
the Summer Seniors Congress, while in
the Pairs Peter Morgan – Mike Seaver
finished equal 4th in the A final and
Joanne Caldwell – Ian McDonald were
equal 4th in the B final. At the Spring
Bank Holiday Congress, Chris Jagger
came 3rd in the Championship Pairs,
and Joanne Caldwell – Ian McDonald
also qualified for the A final; Jon Cooke –
Cath Jagger played on the team that
finished 3rd in the Swiss Teams. At the
Scarborough Summer Congress, Victor
Milman – Nadia Stelmashenko finished
4th equal in the Swiss Pairs.
At the Felixstowe Congress, Rod and
Sue Oakford were 4th in the Main Pairs;
Roger Timmins – Mike Bradley were 2nd
in the Open Pairs; and Tanawan Watts,
David Man, Robert Wright and Rosanne
Mattick finished equal 6th in the Teams.
Dominic Clark, Roger Courtney, Wendy

Pollard and Eric Campbell finished 2nd
in the Bedfordshire Swiss Teams, while
Trevor and Marion King finished 4th
equal in the Nottinghamshire Swiss Teams.
The county is running a new socialbut-serious knock-out competition to
start in the new year. Pairs will play
head-to-head 24-board matches in
people’s homes, with rubber bridge
scoring. Entry is free, just contact
chjagger@deloitte.co.uk by December 31.
Diary dates: Feb 19, County Individual Final. Feb 25, Garden Cities
Qualifier. Mar 10, Novice Pairs Tournament. Mar 25, County Pairs Final. Apr
29, County Swiss Pairs.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
THE Qualifying Round for
the County Open Pairs was
won by Andy Hall –
Margaret Allen in Guernsey and David Hole –
David Friswell for Jersey. The final will
be played in Jersey in January.
The Guernsey Congress, held in September, continues to be successful and
the CI results were as follows: PreCongress Pairs: 1st John Seymour – James
Fattorini; Swiss Pairs: Highest CI pair
12= Margaret Allen – Lynda Mildon;
Pivot Teams: 2nd Susie Farnon – Robert
Plumley with the Norwegians; Men’s
Pairs: 4th James Fattorini – John Seymour, 6th Hugh Bacon – Martin Jones;
Ladies Pairs: 3rd Liz Thompson – Sue
Rankin; Mixed Pairs: 10th Brian Youd –
Sue Rankin; Multiple Teams: 9th Tuula
Lehtinen, Martin Jones, Liz Thompson,
Hugh Bacon; Swiss Teams: 1st David
Hole with three non-CI players, 5th
Susie Farnon, Robert Plumley, Alistair
Kent and Mike Bane; Senior Pairs: 15th
David Trestain – Martin Jones; Senior
Teams: 3rd Brian Youd, Sue Rankin,
Lynne Williamson and Liz Thompson.

Cornwall
www.cornwallbridge.co.uk
THE county AGM, where
Bill Thomson took over
from his partner, Geoff
Warren, as county Chairman, was followed by the
Individual Championship,
won comprehensively by
Mike Booth from Sandra
Bickerdike.
The Falmouth Swiss Pairs was won by
Mary Bagrie – Chris Kempton ahead of
Bill Berks – Stephen Crouch.
A Devon team, Geoff and Nethie
White, Terry Cannan, Nigel JacksonMack won all seven matches in the
Wadebridge Green-pointed Swiss Teams
with Richard Draycott – Jean Law 2nd.
The Mixed Pairs were a triumph for Liskeard, with Ruth Harvey – Colin Pote narrowly beating Pat Meade – Mike Booth.
The Penzance Swiss Teams produced a
dramatic finish, with David Stone, Val
Pitman, Jenny Cant, Barrie Benfield
winning their last match 20-0 to come
1st; 2. Jan and Ken Keast, David and Jill
Newton; 3. Colin Pote, Roger Eaton,
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Mike Booth, Pat Meade.
Wendy Brown – Mimi Falconar have
been to the 40th Menorcan Congress,
which Wendy and her husband used to
run. Appropriately, they won the Swiss
Pairs.
Nick Grenfell died in October. He was
a very popular member of four clubs
and did well in county events. He was
auditor for the county and for several
clubs until ill-health forced him to give
up, and was a well-respected Truro committee member for some years.
Richard Pitman, who had been ill for
some time, has also died. He had been a
GP, and played for many years at Truro
and Penventon.
Diary dates: Dec 4, Men’s and Ladies’
Pairs, Ladock. Jan 8, Falmouth Salver
Pairs, Falmouth BC. Jan 15, Star Masters
and Tredova Cup, Ladock. Jan 29, Teams
of Four, Ladock.
Please note that the Jo Brown Memorial Trophy will be held on May 16.

Cumbria
www.ccdba.co.uk
THE AGM Pairs event was won by David
and Janet Sheppard, with David Latimer –
David Strawbridge 2nd. The IMP Pairs
winners were Ken Johnston – Ian Reeves
with David Strawbridge – Babs Matthews
runners-up. The Autumn SIMS Pairs
competition was won by Bill Hubbold –
Estelle Savage from Barrow Bridge Club,
Terry McCarron – Phil Walker of St Bees
were 2nd.
There was a good turn-out for the
Pro-Am Teams held at Eden Bridge Club
with Geoff Thomson – Joan Mossop
victorious with Maureen Mitchell –
Christine Edwards; a very close 2nd were
Peter Boardman – Glenda Lloyd with
George and Brenda Bullamore.
Diary dates: county events for early
2012 are w/c Jan 16, Winter Sim Pairs
held in clubs. Feb 26, Championship
Pairs, Eden Bridge Club, Carlisle.

Derbyshire
www.dcba.org.uk
DAVID and Mary Marshall won the Smedley
Salver.
The Brigden Cup was
won by Brian Elliott,
John Sowter, Roger
Mallinson and Ron Mc Ewan, who
trounced Don Smedley’s team by a
single IMP.
The DCBA Summer Swiss Teams
event for The British Rail Trophy has
been won by John Griffin, Don Smedley,
Bob Ross and Richard Edwards. Their
final total of 471 VPs is the highest in the
history of the event. Ian Blake’s team
won the award for the highest placed
Non-Expert team.
Richard Edwards, Bob Ross, Cedric
Cockcroft and Malcolm Caporn narrowly
won the India Cup. Don Smedley’s team
was once again pipped by 1 IMP.
Mary and David Marshall playing with
John Samson (Worcestershire) and Pam
Pearce (Gloucestershire) won the Derbyshire GP Team event at Spondon.

Alison Craig, Ian Roxburgh, Ray
Jolland and Tim Hallam of Allestree
Bridge Club won the Non-expert prize at
the Bedford GP Swiss Teams event at
Milton Keynes.
Wendy Watson – John Squires came
3rd in the September EBU Sim Pairs
with a score of 69.1.
Derek Povah of Allestree Bridge Club
has been awarded the EBU’s prestigious
Dimmie Flemming Award for Services
to Bridge (see page 28).
Diary dates: Dec 14, Christmas Party.
Jan 18, National Pairs Qualifying Round.
Jan 21, County Pairs Qualifying Round.
Jan 22, Championship Final and Consolation Final.

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
WITH sadness Devon
has lost two well-loved
members.
Louise Solomon finally lost her very brave
battle and we extend our sympathy to
Warner and her family. Louise and
Warner won many top competitions and
represented Devon. Amos Bridgman,
well known in the county, promoted the
very successful North Devon Congress
and was County Chairman. Both will be
sadly missed.
Congratulations to the following:
Cornwall Green-point winners: Geoffrey
and Nethie White. Terry Cannon and
Nigel Jackson-Mack. West of England
Congress: Mixed Pairs winners: Steve
Barretto – Sallie Green; Swiss Pairs: Dick
Andrews – Gaynor Wiseman; Swiss
Teams: 2nd Mike Orriel, Ian Walsh,
Howard Kent-Webster and R. Garratt
(Worcs). Congratulations to Brigid
McElroy and Ruth Edmondson who
won the Green-point Swiss Pairs and the
Ladies’ Pairs at the EBU Overseas Congress in Kos.
We thank Andrew Leslie, retiring acting Chairman, for all his work and contribution to bridge in the county, and
wish Howard Kent-Webster every success
as the new Chairman.
Diary dates: Wed Jan 4, National
Pairs Qualifiers, Isca Exeter BC, contact
J. Sand hill ( 01392 255460; also Fri
Jan 20, Torquay BC, contact T. Treeby
( 01803 297873. Jan 7-8, John Woolcott Weekend, Isca Exeter BC, contact T.
Cannon ( 01395 266448. Sun Feb 20,
Southern Section Multiple Teams,
Torquay BC, contact T. Walton ( 01803
297873.

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
WEYMOUTH Cup Multiple Teams: 1. Martin
Brook, Helen Ackroyd,
Bob Mott, Ann Sharples;
2. Janet Smith, Lesley Lewis, David
Berwitz, Tessa Stevens; 3. Krzysztof
Ginda, Tim Dunsby, Ron and Lynne
Heath. Trophy winners: Hannah Kearns,
Eileen Rundle, Nicky Willis, Mary
Osmond.
National Pairs Qualifier at Christ -

church: 1. Phil Norman – Mark Hooper,
=2nd David Berwitz – Krzysztof Ginda
and Ann Sharples – Bob Mott.
Simeon Cup Pairs: 1. John Gardner –
Margot Wilson, 2. Chris Stevens – Hilary
Brain, 3. Mike Mcmorran – Tim
Dunsby.
Other notable results: special congratulations to Audrey MacLeod, Pat
Savage, Jo Whitty and Jean Squires who
won the 2011 National Women’s Teams,
the Whitelaw Cup. A brilliant result, well
done.
Diary dates: Dec 4, Chope Salver –
Mixed Pairs, 12.45pm, Dorchester BC.
Jan 8, Frost Rose Bowl – Swiss Teams,
1pm, Christchurch BC. Jan 23, National
Pairs Qualifier, 7pm, Allendale BC, Wimborne. Feb 5, Knight Cup Final – Pairs,
1pm, Christchurch BC. Feb 5, Open to
All Pairs, 1pm, Christchurch BC.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
ESSEX had some good
results in the recent
Metropolitan Cup with
the B team (Bernie Hunt,
captain, and Albert Kitchin, Val Mollison, Brian
Davies, Sue and Chris Taylor, Winnie
Godber, John Stimson, Cecil Leighton,
Monty Krimgoltz, Richard Register,
Alan Cohen) winning. The C team
(Catriona Lovett, Mike Harbour, Joan
and George McGuffin, Angie Spittal,
Theo Todman, Mary Homer, Richard
Perryman, Ann and Nobby Clark, David
Clark, Sandy Riach) came second.
The Hertfordshire Swiss Teams event
was won by Sue and Chris Taylor, Dave
Clark and Sandy Riach. At the Felixstowe
Congress, Simon Moorman – Peter Oake
were 2nd in the Championship Pairs and
David Cooper with team-mates finished
2nd in the Swiss Teams.
In the EBU Autumn Simultaneous
Pairs on the Monday Dave Sherman –
Alan Coral came 1st, Patrick O’ Gara –
John Birch came 9th and Angela and Bill
West came 10th (out of 1652 pairs). On
the Tuesday, Albert Kitchin – Alan
Eames came 1st and Barbara Block –
Geoff Porter came 2nd (out of 1877
pairs).
Diary dates: Dec 4, Mixed Pairs. Jan
15, Swiss Pairs. Jan 27, National Pairs
heat. Feb 12, Play with an Expert.

Gloucestershire
www.gcba.org.uk
NEW Year is the time for
new bridge. So why not
join the start of the
Winter League or the
Spring Pairs? Both consist
of five Monday nights, League January
to April, Pairs January to March. The
Spring Pairs will be scored on both a
handicapped and scratch basis, so even
more chances to do well. Team of four
needed for the League but if you don’t
have a full team, contact the Chief
Tournament Director who will bring
you together with like-minded people.
Otherwise try the No Fear Pairs on

www.ebu.co.uk
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Sunday January 15, simple system only
and no experts; it starts at 2.15pm and
includes tea.
Anne Swannell was the first winner of
the Geoffrey Patterson Victor Ludorum
and won the Ladies’ Pairs with Norah
Allen. Richard Harris – Richard Hennell
won the Men’s Pairs.
While summer is a long time away,
the events had not finished in time for
the last magazine, so congratulations to
Patrick Shields, winner of the Pairs, with
Kamwar Rahim a close second. Kamwar
went one better in the Teams, winning
the competition from Mike Wignall and
Roger Schofield.
Allan Sanis, Tony Letts, Cynthia Moore
and Mary Jones won the Cotswold Cup
from Jim Symons, Derek Rue, Eira
Arkley and Megan Davis. People entered
as pairs and team-mates were drawn by
raffle. Money was raised for the Mayor
of Cheltenham’s charities, who attended
to receive the money and watch some of
the bridge. A great day with good food
and wine. A definite date for your diary
next year.
Well done to Mike Wignall and Chris
R Smith who won the Midlands Counties
Pairs Championship beating the leading
pairs from six counties.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
JOHN Jones has been the
driving force behind
entering a team in the
Metropolitan Cup for some
years now, and this year
they did well to come 2nd. The team were
John Jones (capt), Adrian Fontes, Guy
Lawrenson, Christine Bradley, John
Dakin, Steve Lee, Pauline Serby and
John Moore.
County results: Ladies’ Pairs: 1. Lesley
Lewis – Janet Smith, 2. Juliet SebagMontefiore – Jill Barnes, 3. Clare Fearon –
Maureen Parlour. Men’s Pairs: 1. David
Hale – Richard Ray, 2. Jim Parlour – Doug
Andrews, 3. Gareth Birdsall – Andy
Hughes. Simmons Trophy: 1. Helen and
Chris Kinloch, 2. Claire and Martin
Bevan. Lincoln Salver: 1. Roy Riley – Doris
Huchinson, 2. Rick Assad – Jenny Ashby.
Candover Cup: 1. Martin Brook, Helen
Ackroyd, Pauline Serby, John Moore; 2.
Dave Huggett, Nick Craik, Andy Hughes,
Steve Preston; 3. Rosemary and Dave
Spencer, Clare and Ian Fearon. Wessex
Trophy: 1. Steve Preston, Andy Hughes,
Nick Craik, Dave Huggett; 2. John
Dakin, Mike Kinsey, Mike Fithyan, Owen
Leigh; 3. Stuart Strachan, Eleanor Rice,
John Sherringham, Jeremy Baker.
Diary dates: Dec 4, Bloxham Swiss
Teams. Dec 5-9, Charity Duplicated Pairs
(in clubs). Dec 18, Yuletide Mini-Swiss
Teams. Jan 15, Midwinter Mini-Swiss
Teams. Jan 29, Candlestick Swiss Pairs
(1pm). Feb 5-9, IBM Simultaneous Pairs
(in clubs). Feb 12, Valentine Mini-Swiss
Teams. Unless otherwise listed, the above
will be held in Romsey, starting at 2pm.
Entries to Lillian Craigen ( 02380
254276 or lillian.craigen@sky.com

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
AT the AGM held in September, Geoff
Harrington was thanked for his many
years of invaluable work as County
Secretary. Chris Chowney was elected as
Secretary (amalgamated with his existing role as Membership Secretary). Ben
Britton (Chairman), Bob Underhill
(Treasurer) and Peter Watts (County
Team Captain) were also re-elected.
George Barrett was elected as the HBA
representative on the new EBU Regional
Club Committee.
It was Herefordshire’s turn this year
to host the Edgar Foster Cup (pairs). This
is an annual event involving pairs from
Derbyshire, Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Staffordshire & Shropshire, Warwickshire and Worcestershire. The winners were Chris Smith – Mike Wignall
(Gloucestershire), with Nick Thorne –
Kath Adams (Staffordshire) 2nd, and
Robin Lewis – Paul Smith (Herefordshire) 3rd. The team’s trophy (based on
the positions of the best three pairs of
the four competing for each County)
was won by Warwickshire.
The county competitions have
started, with the first round of the
Inter-club Teams, and the Men’s and
Ladies’ Pairs. In both the Men’s and
Ladies’ Pairs, only one match-point
separated first and second. In the
Ladies’ Pairs, the winners were Heather
Brace – Jutta Shadforth, with Pam
Crisp – Evie Whitfield runners-up. For
the Men’s Pairs, the winners were Ben
Britton – Chris Chowney, with Robin
Lewis – Paul Smith 2nd. Full results of
all competitions (includ ing the Edgar
Foster Cup) are on our website.
Diary dates: Fri Jan 20, Inter-club
Teams Round 3, 7pm, Ledbury. Saturday
Feb 18, Club Teams of Eight, 10.30am,
Tarrington.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Sheila Evans – Mike Wren
who at the Kos Overseas
Congress came 2nd in the
Open Pairs and 4th in the
Swiss Pairs, and to Maria Budd – Mark
Westley who were 2nd in the PreCongress Pairs. The latter were also 2nd
in the Pre-Congress Pairs in the Guernsey
Congress.
Congratulations also to Dave Dixon
who with partner David Ould came 2nd
in the Two Star Pairs at the Autumn
Congress, and to Derek and Celia Oram
who were 5th.
Diary dates: Sun Dec 4, Hertfordshire
Rose Bowl, 1pm, Bridge Centre. Sun Jan
8, Quali-finals of Humble Cup, 1pm,
Bridge Centre. Fri Jan 20, Cadet Pairs
Final, 7.30pm, Bridge Centre. Sun Feb
12, Cadets and Intermediate Championship, 1pm, Bridge Centre. Fri Mar 16,
Marjorie Lukyn Charity Cup, 7.30pm,
Bridge Centre.

Isle of Man
www.manxbridgeunion.org
THE 45th Annual Isle of
Man Bridge Congress was
held in Douglas from 7
to 9 October, directed by
John Pyner. This was a
month later than usual, the rescheduling
being necessary to avoid a clash with the
Commonwealth Youth Games which
were held on the Island on the normal
Congress weekend. Because of this rescheduling, there was a smaller entry
than usual with a few of the regular
visitors being absent, but the atmosphere was as friendly and the competition as keen as usual.
The blue ribbon event, the Swiss Pairs,
was won by Bill Carr – Stuart Clarke in a
nail-biting finish from John and Dawn
Herbert who had led for most of the
three days of competition. The Swiss
Teams event was won by Steve and Ro
Baggs, Paul Darby and Simon Gottschalk
(good to see a Manx couple featuring in
one of the top spots).
The Mixed Pairs was won by John and
Dawn Herbert with Manx veterans
Roger and Elizabeth Rawlcliffe coming
home 2nd.
Paul De Weerd, who has done sterling
service as Congress organiser for a
number of years, retired at the end of the
Congress and was succeeded by Liz
Kelly. Liz will take over for 2012 when
the Congress will revert to its usual slot,
the second weekend in September.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
THE Mixed Pairs Championship was played in October. There was a much
larger field this year, an
excellent atmosphere and
it was very ably directed by
Geoff Smith with John Oakland scoring.
Angela Thomson – Chas Snape won the
Dyer-Smith Cup. The Hunter Cup (highest placed married couple) went to Lyn
and Graham Foreman.
Shirley Goldwin, Diana Avis, Brian
Crack and Colin Wilson won the Pivot
Teams (Red Section) at the Guernsey Congress. Richard Sissons, Jenny Kendall,
Bobbie Sissons and Dale Strawn were
the winners in the Multiple Teams
(White Section). Eddie Lucioni was in
the team that won the Swiss Teams.
The winners of the Brook Shield for
2010-11 are Nicky and Stan Adamson,
Dave McVey and Steve Auchterlonie.
Mark Benson was a member of the team
that won the Dover Cup, but did not play
in the final. They beat the winners of the
North-West League, captained by Norman Inniss, in the play-off.
Diary dates: Sun Jan 8, Men’s Pairs
(Hunter Homines) and Ladies’ Pairs
(Fleming Femina), TW, 11am. Sun Feb
5, County Teams of 8 Competitions
Qualifier (Corbett Cup – incorporating
the Corbett Plate & Mitchell Salver),
TW, 11am. Sun Feb 26, County Teams of
8 Competitions Final, TW 11am. Larsky
Cup heats will be played at the following
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clubs: Farnborough, Jan 20, 7.30pm;
TW, Feb 7, 7.30pm; Beckenham, Feb 20,
7.30pm; Canterbury, Feb 24, 7.30pm.

Lancashire
www.lancsbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS go
to John Brearley and Ross
Shine on winning the Westmorland Green-pointed Swiss
Pairs.
In the final Northern Bridge League
standings Lancashire A finished 2nd out
of five counties, Lancashire B 4th out of
seven counties and Lancashire C 2nd
out of seven counties.
Bolton Congress winners: Ladies’ Pairs:
Sue Whittam – Wynn Sutherland. Men’s
Pairs: Alan Whittam – Paul Evans.
Championship Pairs: Lance Bloohn –
Roger Hopton. Swiss Teams: Gillian
McMullan, Neil Thomas, Peter Foster
and Boris Ewart.
Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield won
both the LCBA Mixed Pairs and the
Pendle Witch Pairs.
Diary dates: Dec 4, Lytham Rose
Bowl Pairs, Lytham Bridge Club. Dec 18,
Santa Claus Pairs, Manchester BC. Jan
7-8, MCBA Congress, Renaissance
Hotel, Manchester; Jan 28, LCBA Butler
Pairs, Brierfield BC. Feb 5, LCBA Championship Pairs, Blackburn BC.

Leicestershire

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
ALL county members
will join us in congratulating Drene Brown
on her Dimmie Fleming
Award for her work on
behalf of Lincolnshire Bridge (page 28).
The third round of the Champion Pairs
League was played at Lincoln: 1. Stuart
Knox – Al Brown, 2. Alan Grunwald –
David Caldow, 3. Nick Hunter – Alan
Millington. The Ladies’ and Men’s Pairs
were held at Dunholme. Ladies: 1. Debbie
Burton – Helen Gillatt, 2. Sylvia Bunton –
Brigid Hughes, 3. Brenda Goodacre –
Rose Jackson-Smith. Men: 1. Roy Hughes
– Keith Stewart, 2. John Brocklehurst –
Michael Grant, 3. Ron Wall – Brian
Smith.
We regret to announce the resignation of County Captain, Dennis Mellor,
for personal reasons. Chairman Glynn
Elwick and the Committee wish to
thank him for all the effort he has put in,
a sentiment that will without doubt be
echoed by all our members.
The Midland League match versus
Derbyshire in October resulted in an 11-9
win for the A team, a 1-19 loss for the B
team and a 14-6 win for the C team.
Diary dates: Dec 4, Ghost Pairs. Jan
15, Bainton Semi-final. Jan 29, Swiss
Teams (pre-entry). Please remember the
full calendar can be downloaded from
the county website.

www.leicsbridge.org.uk
THE Otto & Edith Bowl
(Mixed Pairs) was won
by Jenny Grant – Bharat
Thakrar, with Paul and
Sue Bowyer 2nd and
David Pimm – June Dixon 3rd. Paul and
Sue, together with Joan and Ben Gibson
are the Midland Flitch qualifiers.
The Samani Salver (Summer Knockout Cup) was won by Clarendon 1, who
defeated County A in the final. The
corresponding Samani Silver Plate competition was won by Blaby A, who
overcame the holders Golf in their final.
Anne Blackwell – Brenda Coltman
are the current leaders of the Stanley
Trophy after just one round, with Simon
Stokes – Alison Nichols in 2nd place.
Congratulations to Pat Watson who,
partnered by Carolyn Fisher of Warwickshire, won the Ladies’ Pairs competition
in the recent Guernsey Congress, came
2nd in the Seniors Pairs and were one
half of the team placed 2nd in the
Multiple Teams.
County results: Sept 11 vs Derbyshire
(away): 1st team lost 5-15, 2nd team won
15-5, 3rd team won 12-8. Oct 9 vs Warwickshire (home): 1st team won 12-8,
2nd team won 14-6, 3rd team lost 9-11.
Diary dates: Dec 7, Leicestershire
Cup, Rothley. Dec 11, Midland league vs
Lincolnshire, Rothley. Dec 15, Pairs
League Round 3, Rothley. Jan 11,
Joseph’s Bowl Round of 16, Blaby. Jan
19, Pairs League Round 4, Rothley. Jan
25, Stanley Trophy Round 4, Glenfield.
Jan 25, Wilde Cup, CBC. Jan 30, LCBA
National Pairs Heat, Rothley.

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Chris Duckworth – Brian
Callaghan for coming 2nd
in the Mixed Teams at the
Pula Bridge Festival in
Croatia. Also to Steve Popham who was
4th in the Surrey Swiss Pairs in September.
Results: Mixed Pairs Championship:
1. Jackie Fairclough – Graham Orsmond,
2. Kitty Teltscher – Willie Coyle, 3. Janet
de Botton – Thor Erik Hoftaniska.
Champions Cup: 1. Civil Service League
(Tony Verran, Bran Gladman, Reuben
Lewis, Martin Baker), 2. London Business
Houses League (Peter Cogliatti, Ken
Barnett, Brian Kelly, David Hull).
Diary dates: Jan 29, Palmer Bayer
Trophy ‘No Fear’ Pairs, 1.00pm, YCBC;
contact chris.duckworth@lineone.net or
( 020 7385 3534. Feb 5, Ian Gardiner
Trophy Qualifier – London Teams of
Four Championship, 11.30am, YCBC;
contact Sati.McKenzie@googlemail.com
or ( 020 7627 0977. Feb 26, London
Championship Pairs, 1.00pm, YCBC;
contact Nigel Freake ( 020 8801 2884
or gelonahke@waitrose.com.

Manchester
www.lighton.btinternet.co.uk/
NICKO: congratulations
to Manchester C (Michael
Byrne, Michael Newman,
Rhona and Bernard
Goldenfield) who have reached the final

of the 2011 NICKO after defeating
Moseley B by 53 IMPs in the semi-final.
In the final they will play Coventry &
North Warwickshire A.
Gold Cup: congratulations to John
Hassett’s team (Jeff Morris, John
Holland and Bill Hirst) who are through
to the quarter-finals where they will play
Alexander Allfrey’s team in Peebles.
Annual Derbyshire Match: Manchester
won! Well done to John FitzGerald,
Gillian McMullan, Jeanne Bayly, Ron
Bayly, David Matthews, Ann Thornton,
George Leigh, Michael Wymer, Lance
Bloohn, Karen Sandler, Susan Triggs and
Graham Winn.
Great Northern Swiss Pairs: another
great performance by the Goldenfields,
who came 2nd out of 123 pairs.
Diary dates: Dec 18, Santa Claus Pairs,
Manchester BC. Jan 7-8, Manchester
County Congress, Renaissance Hotel
Manchester; entries to Jeff Smith, e-mail
jasmith@nildram.co.uk or ( 0161 702
3773; Championship Pairs on Sat (1pm
start), Championship Teams on Sun
(11am start); two new events for players
new to tournaments: Sat Jan 7, 1.005.00pm Players Progress Cup; Sun Jan 8,
11.00am-3.00pm Kevin Comrie Cup.
Jan 29, Gazette Cup (teams of eight),
1pm, Altrincham BC.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
WE are delighted that
Ted Reveley is a recipient of one of this
year’s Dimmie Fleming
Awards (see page 28).
This is a thoroughly deserved acknowledgement of all the hard work he has
undertaken over the years on behalf of
the county.
The leading places in the North Wales
Swiss Pairs in early October went to
M&CBA players. The event was won by
Ted Reveley – Bill Niccol, with David
Stevenson – Liz Commins second. A
further VP back was Stuart Matthews,
partnering Tracy Capal of Manchester.
The Chester Bowl Charity Pairs was
won by Ian Kane – Ken Hassell just 1.2
match-points ahead of Julian Merrill –
Paul Roberts. The top pairs in the
consolation event were Annie Mead –
Gwen Hurst (N/S), Roy Wallwork –
Keith Perry (E/W).
In the Merseyside BC Anniversary
Pairs, the winners were Anne
Harwood – Joyce Kennedy; Ian Stanley –
Pat Crossley were the runners-up.
The Merseyside League season began
with a two-session Swiss Teams event.
The winners were Dusty Millers Blue,
with Arrowe 2nd and Abercrombie 3rd.
Our team for the Tollemache Qualifier
is Dave and Jean Keen, Alan Stephenson,
Stuart Matthews, Chris Pope, Andy
Prothero, Danny Miller, Peter Hall, Ted
Reveley and Bill Niccol. Good luck!
Diary dates: Dec 4, Merseyside Cup,
MBC. Jan 21-22, Chester Congress. Deva
BC. Feb 5, County Trials, MBC. Feb 12,
Merseyside & Deeside Cup, MBC. Feb
19, Jean Keen Trophy, MBC. Mar 11,
Eric Howarth GP Swiss Teams, Deva BC.
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Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Ken Drane on receiving a
prestigious Dimmie Fleming Award for outstanding
service to bridge at the
recent EBU AGM (see page
28). As well as being a
stalwart of Ealing Bridge
Club, where he was Chairman for seven
years, Ken has served on the Middlesex
County Bridge Association Committee
since joining in the 1990s. Ken was
Honorary Secretary for thirteen years
and remains Membership Secretary.
In the Metropolitan Cup the A Team
of Tim Stanley-Clamp, Ben Ritacca,
Steve Capal, Ivor Miller, Anthony
Golding, Francis Morton, Neil and Anne
Rosen, Lyn Fry, Ian Pagan, Lynton Stock
and Victor Silverstone finished 3rd with
Kent winning the event. The B Team
came 5th in their group and the two C
Teams came 3rd and 9th in theirs.
Congratulations to Catherine Seale
who won the Autumn Congress Satellite
Pairs Final. Well done to Dinah Caplan,
Marion Robertson, Gerard Brito and
Giles Ridger who came 2nd in the Hertfordshire Swiss Teams.
In the Middlesex Newcomers Pairs,
Mayuri and Chandrabala Shah finished
1st with Bhadra and Jaysukh Mehta 2nd.
Rosella and Lester Emanuel won the
Middlesex Ranked Masters Pairs.
Diary dates: Dec 11, Ranked Masters
Teams, Oshwal BC, 2pm; Jan 29, Middlesex Clubs Championship, Oshwal BC,
Northwood, 2pm. Throughout December, January and February there are
numerous qualifying heats for the
National Pairs, the Middlesex Mixed
Pairs and the Middlesex Championship
Pairs. The county website has an
extensive competitions calendar.

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
THE county A team continued their up-and-down
season by beating Cambs
& Hunts 11-9 and then
losing 5-15 to Suffolk.
Against Cambs & Hunts,
the B team lost 4-16 but the C team
saved the day with a 13-7 win. Against
Suffolk the B and C teams both won,
15-5 and 20-0.
Dave Newstead – Mike Walsh won
the YMCA Trophy, Tony Geschke – John
Hovell won the Robertson Cup. The
Norfolk Championship Teams event was
won by Dave Newstead, Mike Walsh,
Mike Whiting and Roger Amey. The
Allwood-Wharton Trophy for club teams
of eight was won by the Norwich and
Norfolk team of Matt Milson, Mike
Walsh, Dave Newstead, Roger Amey,
Mike and Barbara Harnden, Nigel Block
and Mervyn Scutter.
Two events in the New Year you should
not miss are the Smart Trophy, teams, on
January 8 and the popular Beccles Swiss
Teams at Loddon, January 22.

Finally, congratulations to Nigel
Block, Christine Buchanan and Suzanne
Gill, worthy recipients of this year’s
Dimmie Fleming Awards (see page 29).

North East
www.neba.co.uk
THE NEBA Swiss Pairs
held at Whitley Bay BC in
September was won by
Martin Kane – Clive
Owen. Clive Owen – John
Atthey won the Karda
Salver for the Pairs Championship at the
Scottish Autumn Congress in Peebles. It is
disappointing that three NEBA events
(Senior Pairs, King Cup for Ladies’ Pairs
and the Autumn Sim Pairs) had to be
cancelled because of insufficient entries.
Congratulation to Val Gibson on
being elected to the EBU Board.

Northamptonshire
www.northantsbridge.info/
WE are sad to report
that Ian Coltman
passed away on the
2nd September 2011. Ian started playing
bridge forty-eight years ago. Ian had
been a regular member of Kettering
Bridge Club and played for Kettering in
the Northants Inter-Club League. He
was also on the Kettering Bridge Club
committee, holding the post of Secretary. Ian was a regular supporter of
county events and represented Northants in the Eastern Counties League.
The Eden Cup was won by Colin
Tuton – Brenda Smith; 2nd were Marcus
Witt – Chris Wiggins. These two pairs
will represent Northants in the Corwen.
The consolation Murchie Lerner Final
was won by Brent Hill – Ron Davis, with
Hugh Williams – Jim Shoesmith 2nd.
In the third match of the Eastern
Counties League, against Suffolk, the A
team lost 17-3 but the B team and C
teams won 14-6 and 16-4 respectively.
Congratulations to Mark Hodgson,
Ian Clarke, Robert Miller, Jim Deacon,
who won the Bedford Congress Swiss
Teams. Also to Mike Auger – Chandra
Ramamoorthy, 2nd in the Nottinghamshire Swiss Pairs at Spondon.
Kettering Bridge Club’s Porch Trophy
will take place on Sunday, December 4.
This is a two session Swiss pairs event.
Entries to Colin Tuton.
Diary dates: Sun Dec 4, Porch
Trophy, Kettering. Sat Dec 10, Saturday
Winter League, Stamford. Wed Dec 21,
Wednesday Winter League, Northampton. Sat Jan 7, Saturday Winter League,
Stamford. Wed Jan 18, Wednesday Winter
League, Northampton.

Nottinghamshire
www.nottsbridge.org.uk
WE report with sadness the death of Jim
Thompson on 23rd September. He was a
past chairman of Nottinghamshire CBA.
He used to play regularly in NCBA
events and leagues, and was well known
also in EBU congresses and knock-outs.

Lately ill-health had prevented his participation in competitive bridge. Our
condolences go to his widow, Ursula.
In the county match against Gloucestershire the 1st and 2nd teams lost 9-11
and 1-19, but the 3rd team won 15-5.
Black Cup: 1. Ellen Overton – Lloyd
Eagling, 2. John and Irene Auld. Farr
Cup: 1. David Burgess – Gordon Fullerton, 2. Lloyd Eagling – Keith Rodgers.
Diary dates: on Wednesdays the
Presidents Cup continues, except for the
NCBA Christmas Party on Dec 14 and
the Individual Championship on Dec
28. The Spring Event commences on Jan
4, but is interrupted by a BGB Simultaneous Pairs on Jan 11.
On Sundays, the Mixed Pairs Championship is on Jan 8, and the heat of the
Teams of Four Knockout is on Jan 29.
Entries for these, by Jan 4 and Jan 25
respectively, to Graham Brindley ( 0115
9232186.

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
AFTER many decades
playing successfully at
county and national level,
Jean Squires regards 2011
as the best year of her
bridge career to date:
together with team-mates, she won the
2011 National Women’s Teams (the
Whitelaw Cup) in Solihull. Partnering
Norman Gascoyne, she came 2nd in the
A final at the Seniors Congress in Eastbourne, followed by reaching 2nd place
with Geoff Nicholas and Andrea Smith
in the Swiss Teams, also at Eastbourne.
The October All Oxfordshire Newcomers Pivot Teams with an Expert evening proved a huge success. Plans for
future monthly Newcomers events are
being enthusiastically received.
The Seniors’ Pairs events continue
throughout the winter on the second
Monday of every month. Geoff Nicholas
– Krishan Jalie won the September event
with Pauline Serby – Lynn Kirby winning in October.
Diary dates: Sun Dec 4, Swiss Pairs
Championship, 2pm, Oxford BC. Thurs
Dec 8, OBA Management Committee
meeting, 7.30pm, Oxford BC. Sun Dec
11, Midland League v Derbyshire, 2pm,
Oxford BC. Tues Dec 13, All Oxfordshire Newcomers’ evening, TBA. Sun Jan
8, Golfprint Oxfordshire heat, 2pm, Oxford BC. Tues Jan 10, All Oxfordshire
Newcomers’ evening, TBA. Sun Jan 15,
Midland League v Glos (away). Sun Jan
22, Jan Harwell Cup – also qualifier for
Beck Cup Final. Tues Jan 31, OBA ProAm, 7.15 for 7.30pm, Oxford BC.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
the following at our well
attended and very popular Weston-super-Mare
Congress: Diana Sturt –
Tish Hopkins, who came
2nd in the Ladies’ Pairs and Barbara
Parker – Trish Morgan who came 3rd.
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Andy Ridgers – Tony Russ won the Men’s
Pairs for the second year running.
Gillian Toogood – Eric Cummings came
2nd in the Mixed Pairs. The Swiss Teams
was won by Cathy, Andrew and Ralph
Smith and Steve Tomlinson; Rob Lawy,
Andrew Thompson, David S. Jones and
Trevor Ward were 3rd. Our thanks once
again go to Ann Bawdon and the rest of
the team for organising and running our
splendid congress.
The county Paul Jones was won by
Gina and David Howard, Graham Heal
and Eric Cummings; 2nd were Shirley
and John Durrant, Peter Gurman and
Stewart Upton; 3rd were Tony Russ,
Andy Ridgers, Wendy Miller and Sheena
Lanham.
The county Mixed Teams was won by
Ray Walder, Brian Corbett, Colin Simcox
and Rachael Brown; 2nd were Sally and
Terry Stuttard, C. Thomas and M.
Percival; and 3rd were Roger Sweet,
Graham Heal, and Gina and David
Howard.
Somerset has had a great start in their
Western League matches and there will
be a report in the next copy.
Diary dates: Jan 7, County Swiss
Pairs. Jan 28, Club Teams of Eight. Feb 5,
Inter Club 2 Tier Teams. Feb 20-24,
Michael Coda Cup. Feb 26, Inter Club 3
Tier Pairs.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
IT has been a good September for our treasurer,
Kath Adams. In partnership with Mike Beach she
won the Phoenix Trophy
and then with Nick Thorne finished 2nd
in the Edgar Foster. Our other two
representatives in the Edgar Foster were
Dan Crofts – Mike Sheard and Celia
Day – Jenny Matthews, who both finished in the middle of the field.
Our next county Sim Pairs, played at
the clubs, is on Monday, January 30.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
SUFFOLK’S Felixstowe Congress was a great success this
year, with attendance up by
almost a quarter over 2010.
Over 300 players competed for £1500 of
prizes, and enjoyed wonderful sunshine
during the breaks. Julie and Steve Abley
won the Championship Pairs, from
Simon Moorman – Peter Oake and Paul
Chapman – Graham Pollack. In the
Consolation Final, Colin Bamberger –
Robert Green were the winners from
Catriona Lovett – Mike Harbour and
Debbie Sutcliffe – Maria Allnutt. In the
Open Pairs, Eric Newman – Mike Sherer
were the winners from Roger Timmins –
Mike Bradley and Angela Fenton – June
Brown. Helen Mason – David Mathews

took the prize for the best-placed Nonexpert pair.
Not content with the Pairs prize, Julie
and Steve Abley combined with Fiona
and Paul Littlewood to win the Swiss
Teams as well; Rosemarie Mascall,
Norman Denny, Neil Bresler, David
Cooper were 2nd and Jill and Roger
Tattersfield, Rick Hanley and Jeff Orton
3rd. Simon Riley, Arthur Winchester,
Dave Walker and Bogdan Talager won
the Non-expert.
In other competitions, David Price –
Andrew Moore won the Men’s Pairs
from Julian Lang – David Moran and
Steve Roswald – Rui Paes, and Jane
Moore – Elizabeth Tora won the
Women’s Pairs from Maria Allnutt –
Debby Sutcliffe and Margaret Scurlock –
Elizabeth Godden.
In the ECL Suffolk A beat Norfolk 15-5
but the B and C teams lost by 5-15 and
0-20, and Suffolk A beat Northants 17-3
but the B and C teams lost by 6-14 and
4-16 respectively.
Diary dates: Sun Dec 11, Championship Teams, 2pm, Ipswich Indoor Bowls
Club. Sun Jan 15, Mid Anglia Pairs,
11am, Woodbridge.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Bernard Pike,
Tony Scouller, Tim Cook and Alan
Bailey who won the A flight at the Surrey
Swiss Teams at Guildford.
The only Surrey event to have taken
place so far this season was the inaugural
Club Pairs Challenge where representatives of clubs that played in the heats in
August met for the final at Old Woking.
The result was a 1st and 2nd for Wimbledon, represented by Peggy Griffin –
Rob Simpson and Marietta Andree –
Janet Cahm. Playing with Chris Pullan,
Peggy Griffin also won the Dorin Salver
played in September which raised £2500
for the Banstead Rehabilitation Centre.
Diary dates: Jan 15, Affiliated Teams
of Eight. Jan 29, Mixed Pairs. All events
begin at 1pm at Old Woking. To book
please contact Frances Trebble ( 01252
679883 or e-mail competitionsecretary@
surreycountybridge.org.uk

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
HAVING just missed the
deadline for the Brighton
Swiss Teams results in the last
issue, Sussex must congratulate Mick Carrington, Richard
Fedrick, Ian Lancaster and
Andrew Southwell who were
2nd in the qualifier. They then played in
the prestigious A Final and finished a
very creditable 5th. Well done to all of
you, we are proud of your team!
Congratulations to the C team (Joy
Mayall, Peter Brown, Andy Ryder, Giles

Faulkner, Andrea Galpin, Malcolm
Wright, Philip Hunt, Yves LeBrec, Leon
Northeast and John Jackson) who won
their group at the Metropolitan Cup.
Autumn Congress results: Venture
Pairs: 1. Richard Lowe – Sheridan Stevens,
2. Stephen and Kate Kennedy. Mixed
Pairs: 1. Liz Hoskins – Nigel Urban,
2. Eddie Lucioni – Jean Smallwood. Pairs
Main Final: 1. Brian Campbell-Kearsey –
Richard Cleminson, 2. Gerry Stanford –
Dave Franklin. Secondary Final: 1. Mike
Dancy – Amanda Bolton, 2. John Taylor
– Jasmin Whiteway. Qualifying Final:
1. Muriel Bailey – Valerie Benson, 2. Eddie
Lucioni – Jean Smallwood. Swiss Teams:
1. David Howard-Houston, Pyers Pennant, Jean Boydell, Amanda Bolton;
2. Dave Franklin, Gerry Stanford, Mick
Carrington, Martin Pool.
Surrey GP Pairs: congratulations to
Ian Lancaster – Philip Hunt who won
with 11 IMPs to spare; they won all their
matches; Alan and James Hobden, also
from Sussex, were 2nd. Surrey Swiss Teams
B Flight: 1st Brian Gould, Ray Burnett,
Graham Cheetham and Saline Mian.
The Kremer Dersch Trophy is an annual event for committee members of
affiliated clubs. This year the Avenue
Club (Andy Ryder, Per Lindsten, Richard
Newton and Amanda Bolton) retained
the trophy by 52 VPs.
Diary dates: Dec 4, Basic Bridge,
Bognor. Jan 15, New Year Swiss Teams,
Henfield (wonderful supper, book
early).

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
the county quartet of
Linda Stocks, Prue Knight,
Ruth Coubrough, Jane
Collier on being losing
finalists in the Whitelaw
Cup held recently at W.M.B.C.
The latest county match against
Oxfordshire saw a disappointment for the
1st team: they lost 2-18; the 2nd team
won 16-4 and the 3rd team 20-0. Against
Leicestershire the 1st team lost 8-12 and
the 2nd team 4-16, but the 3rd team
won11-9.
The new Midweek Afternoon Pairs
competition for Seniors held at W.M.B.C.
was won by Paul Hackett – Roy Moore,
2. Adrian Knight – Leslie Reece, 3. Tony
Cundy – Graham White. Such was the
enthusiasm that further midweek Senior
events will be considered by the Executive Committee.
Congratulations to Coventry & North
Warwickshire A (David Jones) on reaching the final of the NICKO, where they
will meet Michael Byrne’s Manchester
team.
A Mentored Novice Pivot Teams tournament was held recently at Northfield
B.C. This new event, attracting 18 teams,
was hailed a great success and it is hoped
that this initiative will encourage similar
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competitions. The winners were Peter
Nicholds, Chris Benkwitz, Dilys and
Andy Taylor.
Diary dates: Jan 6-8, Midland Counties Congress. Jan Mon 9 & Wed 11,
Winter Sim Pairs, Mos BC, 7.15p.m.
Further details can be found on the
county website.

Westmorland
www.bridgewebs.com/westmorland
THE Westmorland County
Open Green-pointed Swiss
Pairs event took place in
September at the Castle
Green Hotel, Kendal. Representatives from all over
the North joined locals to make up 30
tables. The winners were Ross Shine –
John Brearley from Preston, with local
pairs, John Farmer – Peter Mollart in
2nd place, and Malcolm Hartley –
Michael Cox 4th. Wine prizes were
awarded to round winners. There were
many positive comments about the
venue, the buffet and the organization,
leading up to, and on, the day. Thank
you to all who came and contributed to
the friendly atmosphere and the success
of the day. We look forward to seeing
everyone back next year along with
some new faces – same place on 30th
September 2012.
Diary dates: Jan 28, New Year Event,
Windermere Royal Yacht Club. Feb 26,
County Individual, Arnside. Mar 3,
County Pairs, Windermere.

Wiltshire
www.wcba.co.uk
WILTSHIRE’S season
has started grandly, embracing a new venue and
a wider number of players than in
previous years. The venue at the Devizes
Bowls Club has few perceived drawbacks and has a capacity to enable larger
fields for county events.
The league season is under way, this
term split into three divisions to incorporate more teams: Premier Division
(after three rounds) with a familiar
sight, being headed by Dunlop from
Blandy, both unbeaten. Division 2 (after
two rounds) is led by Starr from Cooper,
also unbeaten. In Division 3 (after three

rounds), the tied leaders are Wright and
Hodgson.
The Cliff Sibley Teams was won by
Kathy Hodgson, Keith Williamson,
Andrew Law and Bob Bannister, well
clear of Roger Wilmott, Philip Bennett,
Maureen Mobley and John Maggs.
The Corsham Pairs was won by
Richard Samter – Norman Botton narrowly from Sue Hands – Georgie Dalton
and Dave Latchem – Chris Clements.

Worcestershire
www.worcestershirebridge.co.uk
WO RC E S T E R S H I R E
players continue to grace
the world’s bridge tables
in search of trophies and
we are pleased to report
that Nick Forward – Dennis Loynes
successfully did so at the Men’s Pairs at
the Guernsey Congress. At what appears
from all accounts to have been a
thoroughly enjoyable Bridge Overseas
Congress in Kos, Marian Wilcox –
Dennis Loynes won the Pre-Congress
Pairs, Pam Pearce – John Sansom won
the Mixed Pairs and John Sansom, Pam
Pearce, Richard Jephcott and Dodo
Georgevic won the Swiss Teams.
In county events, the Ladies’ Pairs was
won by Pam Pearce – Susan Sharp whilst
the Men’s Pairs was won by Steve
Allerston – Nick Forward.
The season’s competitions are now in
full swing. In particular, the Grand Prix
Teams continues to be an enjoyable and
popular event. Unquote have set the
early pace with two maximum scores
from the first two heats. They are closely
followed, however, by Half and Half,
who have dropped only 4 VPs.
The Malvern Congress on October 2930 was again fully booked some weeks
before the event – full results will be
published in the next edition. The same
delightful venue in Bransford plays host
to the Midland Counties Congress on
January 6-8. The County’s Christmas
Charity Swiss Teams is to be held at
Droitwich on Monday December 19 and
we would encourage all players in the
county to come along to this hugely
entertaining event.

BRIDGE ENGLAND SIM PAIRS
THE 2012 Bridge England Simultaneous Pairs will take
place on February 7th and 8th in clubs all around the country.
Green points will be awarded and participants will receive a booklet containing commentary from the country’s leading players – and
lots of top tips! Sally Brock, Michael Byrne, Heather Dhondy, Tony
Forrester, Paul Hackett, Sandra Landy, Andrew Robson, Nevena
Senior and Tom Townsend are among the contributors.
The money raised will be used to help fund our Camrose and
Lady Milne teams, as well as provide essential training and practice
for England’s national teams in the run up to the 2012 European
Championships.
Support your national teams – get your club to hold a heat and put
February 7th and 8th 2012 in your diary now!

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk
PLEASE note our new web
address!
National Events: 123
pairs competed in the
second highly successful
year of Yorkshire hosting the Great
Northern Swiss Pairs. Leading Yorkshire
players were Dave Robinson playing
with Jeff Smith who finished 4th, and
Neil Solden – Terry Read who were 5th.
In the NICKO Plate, Leeds BC (Robin
Jepson, Alan Brosgill, Dominic Pinto,
Martin Edge, Nick Woolven) reached
the final, losing to Amersham by 4 IMPs.
At the EBU Overseas Congress in Kos,
Ted and Janet Latham were 2nd in the
Swiss Pairs. Janet Leach, playing with
Amanda Bolton, was also 2nd in the
Ladies’ Pairs.
Yorkshire have won the B Division of
the Northern Counties League and will
now represent the North of England in
the national final in Solihull next July.
YCBA and Club Events: Huddersfield
Examiner Rose Bowl: 1. Bill Townsend,
Allan Humphreys, Tony McNiff, Sue
Logan; 2. Gill Copeland, Steve Blackburn, Stuart Davies, George Bak.
Kath Grimoldby Simultaneous Pairs
(234 pairs competed): 1. Lesley Bridson –
Catherine Thompson, 2. Glen Ashmore –
Jim Proctor, 3. Trish Pearce – Stan Bough.
Garforth Swiss Teams: 1. Richard Pike,
Pete Waterman, Pauline Cooper, Richard
Hilton; 2. John Crouch, Kevin Hawkins,
Harry Hoyle, Liz Wickens.
Sheffield Bridge Club Invitation Teams
event was held on September 24 as part
of a week of celebrations to mark the
club’s 75th anniversary. The winners
were Sandy Davies, Tom Gisborne,
Graham Jepson and Frank Littlewood,
who finished over 50 VPs ahead of the
second-placed team.
Nelson Rose Bowl: 1. Shelagh Flett,
Noreen Mayo, Anne Rowan, Shirley
Carter.
Diary dates: Dec 18, Mixed Pivot
Teams, Bradford BC. Jan 15, Yorkshire
Pairs, Bradford BC. Jan 28, Yorkshire
School Pairs, Harrogate BC. Feb 5, Doncaster Swiss Pairs. Feb 9, Sim Pairs
(clubs). Feb 12, Yorkshire Cup Final,
Leeds BC.
r

COUNTY NEWS
NEXT DEADLINE
DECEMBER 19th is
the closing date for
the submission of
county reports for
the next issue of
English Bridge.
Please e-mail:
elena@ebu.co.uk
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The quality of play was matched by the
coverage. BBO enhanced their excellent
online Vu-graph by covering all matches
in the knock-out stages and adding voice
commentary at the top table. Other websites produced video interviews with major
players. A new, ‘virtual bridge stadium’
was added to the championship website by
two young Dutch computer experts –
which meant that up to six matches could
be shown live each round thanks to the
use of video cameras and software that
enables card recognition. It was almost as
though one was kibitzing in Veldhoven –
part of it all.
Last but not least, it was a ‘young’ championship. The two teams in the final of the
Bermuda Bowl contained several players
in their early 30s, not to mention a 24-year
old. The team that won the Transnational
event had an average age of 24; their
opponents in the final included a 19-year
old. In the Venice Cup, a young Swedish
team reached the quarter-finals, and the
Indonesian women, who won the semifinal against England, averaged age 35 (and
built up their stamina for the tournament
by attending a military training camp). All
those of us who love bridge will be reassured that the fascination of the game is
r
enduring.

A Chat with the Editor

The Broader View
by Elena Jeronimidis
I DON’T know about you, but I am the sort
of passionate supporter whose mood is
greatly affected by my team’s results. If my
team wins, I am elated; if they lose, I am
gutted. Moreover, I suffer from conflicts of
loyalty: being Italian born but a very happy
long-standing resident of England, when I
watch an event where both countries are
competing I become an absolute mess –
sadly, I just cannot decide who to root for.
The 40th World Bridge Team Championship, however, seemed the sort of tournament that I could follow without conflict.
England having qualified only for the
Venice Cup, the Women’s series, I could
root for them with a passion, but equally I
could support Italy enthusiastically in the
Open event, the Bermuda Bowl, where they
were hot favourites. So what happened?
Italy finished third, and England fourth in
their respective series.

‘Oh dear!’ said my husband in what he
meant to be an affectionate tone. ‘Not a
good championship, eh?’
I did give him a withering look, but when
I thought about it and took the broader
view, I had to admit that, personal disappointments notwithstanding, it had actually
been a superb championship.
The quality of the semi-finals and the
excitement they generated was terrific:
David Bird gives you a taste of it on pages
14-15, and indeed most of the matches
were very close. In the Seniors’, Poland lost
to France, the eventual overall winners, by
one third of an IMP! And who would have
thought that the mighty Italians would
lose to a young Netherlands team? The
latter produced a tremendous per for mance, which they repeated in the final
against USA 2 to become worthy winners
of the Bermuda Bowl.

End of December 2011

21 – 22 January 2012

YEAR END CONGRESS
LONDON (27 – 30 December 2011)

SWISS TEAMS
CONGRESS
Hinckley Island (Barceló) Hotel, Hinckley
( 0870 168 8833

These
congresses
are
Greenpointed

YEAR END CONGRESS
BLACKPOOL (28 – 30 December 2011)
Entries / enquiries to EBU Competitions Department

( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219

Online booking (www.ebu.co.uk) advisable
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Sail away...
with the EBU & Paul Hackett on our
Fred. Olsen Cape Verde Islands Bridge Cruise
Book early to secure
your preferred cabin!

“This will be our third bridge cruise aboard the Balmoral, with her excellent
card room . . . the atmosphere on board is always pleasant, and our guests
very much enjoy the experience. . . the crew look after us well . . .”
- Paul Hackett, World Champion 2009 & 2010, European Silver medalist
2011 & England’s only World Senior Grand Master.

What could be more inviting than a bridge cruise to the warm
clear waters of the Cape Verde Islands, just 350 miles from the
African coast, to liven up those grey November days?
Paul Hackett, the EBU, and travel specialists WeCruise, invite you to
join us for 17 days of indulgence aboard Fred.Olsen’s elegant cruise
ship Balmoral.
Enjoy morning seminars by Paul
Hackett and earn EBU masterpoints
during afternoon or evening
bridge sessions. Days in port are
spent exploring the spectacularly
beautiful Cape Verde Islands in
the footsteps of Columbus and
da Gama, and the delights of
Madeira and the Canaries. Popular
with returning guests, bridge room
places are limited, so book early to
secure your seat playing bridge in
the winter sun!

The Cape Verde Islands
Balmoral - 16 November 2012 - 17nts
16th
17th - 19th
20th
21st-22nd
23rd
24th
25th

Southampton
At Sea
Madeira
At Sea
Mindelo
Praia
Porto Novo

26th-27th
28th
29th-30th
1st Dec
2nd Dec
3rd Dec

Inside from

Outside from

£1399PP

£1629PP

At Sea
Tenerife
At Sea
La Coruna
Cruising
Southampton

Superior Outside from
PP

£1999

p £150 on board spending money per cabin*
p FREE TRANSPORT to Southampton or FREE PARKING**
p Includes ALL BRIDGE FEES - Based on Twin share
p Single cabins also available - please call for quote

wecruise 0844 488 9684
valerie.cornock@wecruise.co.uk | lauren.fulford@wecruise.co.uk
for reservations - please quote ‘paul hackett cruise’

TERMS & CONDITIONS - ABTA L9256 AGENTS FOR FRED.OLSEN CRUISE LINES ATOL 5016. PRICES ARE PER PERSON BASED ON TWIN OCCUPANCY OF CABIN AND INCLUDE £100 PER PERSON EBU TOURNAMENT ENTRY FEE. OFFERS MAY
BE AMENDED OR WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE, ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND MUST BE BOOKED THROUGH WECRUISE. OFFERS CANNOT BE APPLIED RETROSPECTIVELY. *FREE ON BOARD SPEND IS PER CABIN.
**THE FREE TRANSPORT REFERS TO EITHER FREE CAR PARKING AT THE PORT OR FREE RETURN TRANSPORT ON NATIONAL EXPRESS COACH OR PORTLINK. E&OE.

5016

L9256 / Y3571

QPLUS 10
Really user-friendly bridge-playing software

NEW FEATURES
z

Updated comprehensive manual

z

Extra 500 preplayed hands for match-point
pairs making 4,000 in all

z

Displays on HD screen

z

Supports large screens

z

Improvement over two years from version 9

z

Minibridge option

z

New save match function

z

Extra 500 preplayed hands for
teams making 5,000 in all

z

Save deals with automatic file labelling

z

Closed room – new button to view other table

QPLUS TRADE-IN OFFER
Return any QPLUS CD and booklet with
a cheque for £35 and receive the latest
version of wonderful QPLUS Bridge.
Order with absolute confidence.

£86
including VAT & UK postage

FOR MAC USERS
I recommend the very latest version of
Bridge Baron which I have on sale for £63.
Alternatively, trade in any bridge software
in part exchange and send a cheque for £36.

Make your cheque payable to Mr Bridge and send to: Mr Bridge , Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2TH

01483 489961

www.mrbridge.co.uk/mrbridge-shop

Fax 01483 797302

System Requirements: Windows XP, Vista or 7, 8mb RAM, CD-ROM

