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NATIONAL GRADING SCHEME:
Your questions answered

The EBU and
Charity Registration
Sally Bugden, Chairman
SINCE 2008 the Board of the EBU has been
working to demonstrate the benefits that
playing duplicate bridge can bring to its
membership and to society as a whole. It is
a wonderful game that provides enjoyment
to many. It also aids learning in schools and
helps older people continue to socialise
while taking part in a stimulating game.

WHAT REGISTRATION MEANS
TO YOU
As a member of the EBU you are an
important part of the national body that
exists to develop duplicate bridge and
support the infrastructure of duplicate
bridge-playing in England.
You can take advantage of playing
bridge in your local club or at county or
national level, you receive English Bridge
and are part of the Master Point and
National Grading Scheme framework but
importantly we hope you enjoy being part
of your own community of bridge playing
friends. The EBU’s registration as a charity
will help us create larger communities of
bridge players throughout England. It will
help us to develop beyond that which we
have already started. We will:

•
•

be part of a charity framework
within which we can achieve more
for duplicate bridge in England;
be more easily recognisable to those
who may fund projects and thus:
be able to get more people to
learn to play duplicate bridge
whether they are young, in their
middle years, or older;
be at the forefront of research in
benefits of playing bridge to
society;
be aligned with the Charity Commission demonstrating our commitment to transparency, accountability and openness in all that we
do;
have charitable purposes in line with
the Charity Commission’s promotion of amateur sport and education.

•
•
•

•

www.ebu.co.uk

Registration as a charity will allow us to
continue our work demonstrating the
public benefit to all those who play bridge
throughout England.

ENGLAND’S INTERNATIONAL
BRIDGE REPRESENTATION
England’s representation in international
duplicate bridge competitions is an important part of the EBU’s activities as a
national bridge organisation. It provides
us with an international profile in the
bridge world and it also brings voting
power within the European Bridge League
(EBL) and the World Bridge Federation
(WBF) – this gives us a stronger voice
when participating at EBL and WBF
general meetings.
Currently the Charity Commission does
not recognise our international representation as a charitable objective but they understand that this activity should continue
and the following structure is within our
application to register as a charity.

BRIDGE ENGLAND
We will set up a company called Bridge
England (BEL) which will have only
one purpose – to fund international
representation.
The Selection Committee will continue to
be elected by the EBU’s shareholders in the
same way as at present but rather than being

the Selection Committee of the EBU, it will
be the Selection Committee of BEL.
The EBU will regulate the operation of
BEL through various procedures, processes
and licences established through a Memorandum of Understanding.
BEL will be a single member, not-forprofit company, constituted as a Company
Limited by Shares. The sole shareholder and
voting member will be the EBU. The EBU
Board will manage BEL on behalf of the
EBU and its shareholders.
The Board will appoint three directors
from amongst its number – these will
include the Chairman and Treasurer. The
Board will also appoint three directors
who are independent of the Board of the
Directors of EBU. These directors will
demonstrate that they have experience in
matters of international representation.
The Selection Committee Chairman will
always be a director of BEL.
BEL will raise funds through various
activities and can Gift Aid surplus income
to the EBU. It will have an arm’s length
commercial relationship with us and will
buy staff time, resources and support from
us at a commercial rate.
The final decision on the EBU’s registration as a charity will take place at the
Annual General Meeting in October after a
consolidated consultation with our counties. If you have any questions about the
EBU’s charity registration, please contact us
at CharityQuestions@ebu.co.uk
r

TOP TEN CLUBS IN ENGLAND
CONGRATULATIONS to Richmond Bridge Club for coming top in the list of most
popular clubs in England for the second consecutive year. The list is in order of player
sessions over the year April 1st 2011 – 31st March 2012, and the top ten clubs are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Richmond
Wimbledon
South Bucks
Kenilworth (up 8 places from last year)
West Midlands (up 1 place)

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Bristol (down 1 place)
Welwyn Garden City (down 3 places)
Tunbridge Wells (down 1 place)
Deva
Bolton (down 2 places)

A more extensive list can be found on the EBU website.
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Ian Payn, TC Chairman
FEEDBACK TO the extra events and
timing changes at the forthcoming
Brighton Congress has already been
encouraging. The combination of
increased choice and more flexible timing
seems to be particularly attractive to those
who live in the South East, who can now
take part without quite as much
commitment in terms
of time, travel and
accommodation but
still feel as though
they’re getting a decent few days of bridge
on the South Coast, at
a time of year when a
walk along the promenade during a break
is a real possibility
(mine’s a 99, with an
extra Flake™, please).
The way to remember what the extra
events are is easy – it’s
just the reverse of the
main format. On the
first weekend there are
two separate one-day
Swiss Teams, on the
second weekend, a
two-day stratified
Swiss Pairs. All these
start at noon, so you
can even attend the Expert Seminars
beforehand, and finish mid-evening,
giving plenty of time for a relaxed evening
meal, or simply to go home if you’re
commuting.
I’d have thought that these events would
be attractive to relative newcomers to the
game, as well. You can be part of a major
tournament without being in quite the
hothouse atmosphere of the main
competitions.

Similarly, the revised timings of the midweek evening events (and the introduction of early sessions) is designed to allow
people to play without the prospect of
arriving home in the small hours. Ideal for
locals, or near-locals.
These changes have been implemented
after a great deal of thought, and as a
response to the demands of the market
(or, to put it in English,
we think we’re doing
what the players want).
Those end-of-congress
surveys that we’re all
asked to fill in (and
sometimes do) are invaluable, but there’s no
substitute for the
personal touch. Even if
it’s my personal touch,
which is famously
lacking. That’s why, as
I’ve mentioned in the
last issue, I’ll be holding an open meeting
on each Saturday at
Brighton, where you
can put your views to
me and my colleagues
as to how best improve
the congress, and ensure that it remains the
flagship event of the EBU calendar. Mind
you, my so-called colleagues are proving
to be a bit thin on the ground at the
moment. They’re all up for it until I tell
them that it’s at 9.45 in the morning, at
which point they start mumbling excuses
and looking the other way. Rest assured,
though, come August I will have sorted
that one out. If blackmail doesn’t work,
I’m sure begging will. It always has before.
r
I hope to see you there.

ARTICLES IN ENGLISH BRIDGE ARE COLOUR CODED
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n

EBU News

n
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n
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n
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n

June 2012 English Bridge

5

6

English Bridge June 2012

www.ebu.co.uk

Pairs Tactics

by Andrew Robson

Don’t Try for Game: Either Bid it or Don’t!
PAIRS SCORING does not reward
bidding close games. As US expert Jeff
Meckstroth puts it, ‘There’s no game
bonus at pairs.’ The point he is making is
that if you play your (say) spade contract
very well and make ten tricks, you will
score almost as well for 2´+2 (beating all
the 2´+1s) as 4´ making. You only have to
beat the other pairs holding your cards by
a small amount: the game bonus is an
irrelevance.
However, if you fancy bidding to game,
then just do it. Do not tip off your hand by
using a scientific trial bidding (‘help-suit’)
route. Then, particularly if you stop short,
you will score really badly when you give
vital clues to an opponent as to what to
lead.
Take these hands after 1´ – 2´:

(A)
´ AK742
™ K4
t J642
® KJ

partner fits very well with (amongst other
things) diamonds, 4´ just may be on, why
give free information to the opponents in
a spurious game probe (bidding 3t as a
trial bid to ask for help in the suit)? I’d
pass 2´ on both (A) and (C). Who knows
– maybe your pushy opponents will
protect and now you can wield the axe –
see the following deal:

´
™
t
®

(B)
´ AQ8532
™ A2
t KJ63
® 4

(C)
´ AJ842
™ KJ6
t J53
® AQ

Sure, Hand (B) may go down in 4´ if
partner holds three small diamonds. But it
is a fabulous shapely hand and I’d be very
tempted to bash 4´. (A) and (C), on the
other hand, are full of losers and, while if

E/W Game. Dealer West.
´ 95
™ KQ42
t A53
® Q954
AK632
´ J74
N
J75
™ A 10 3
W
E
QJ4
t 98
S
AJ
® K7632
´ Q 10 8
™ 986
t K 10 7 6 2
® 10 8

West
1´
Pass2
Dble5

North
Pass
Dble3
All Pass

East
South
2´1
Pass
Redble4 3t

1

Not enough strength for 2®. 2´ is far
superior – yes, even playing four-card
majors – than the nebulous 1NT.
2 Too many losers to push for a close game
at pairs. Look at the flat shape and lack
of intermediate cards. The quicker you
pass, the better, for you are more likely
to see an unwise protection from the
next player . . .

EBU NATIONAL GRADING SYSTEM (NGS)
THE FULL description of the new NGS, which explains how it affects you as a playing
member of the EBU, is at www.ebu.co.uk/documents/EBU-NGS-Fullguide-V12-final.pdf
If you want to send an emailed query, please send it to ngsqueries@ebu.co.uk. Some
of your questions are answered on page 29 in this issue.

www.ebu.co.uk

3

I would certainly reopen with a double
on North’s cards. Yes, you are forcing
partner to the three level, but how many
times do they stop off and double (well
– maybe more if they’ve read this article)? Most of the time you’ll escape
undoubled down one or two; or they’ll
bid on to 3´.
4 Showing a good defensive hand within
the confines of his earlier 2´ bid.
5 Happy to penalise. There is surely a good
chance, looking at his tQ-J-x and three
outside top tricks, that 3t will fail by two
(or more) tricks and so beat the score
resulting from a spade part-score.

West leads the ace of spades against 3t
doubled and follows with the king. The
main reason for cashing the second top
spade is to receive a suit-preference
signal from partner with his two remaining spades. Here East plays the jack of
spades to flag the higher-ranking hearts
(this he does because of his ten of
hearts). West duly switches to the five of
hearts, to the queen and ace, declarer
winning East’s ten of hearts return with
dummy’s king.
It’s no good (for declarer at any rate). All
he can do is cash the ace and king of
diamonds, and let the opponents score the
jack of hearts, the ace and king of clubs,
and their master trump. That’s down three
and +500 to East-West. Yes, there might be
a making 3NT game from an ambitious
East-West pair – receiving a friendly
defence. East-West should pay off to that
and accept their second-best score – they’d
certainly not make 4´.

Andrew’s tip: Don’t probe; don’t
give away unnecessary information;
either bid game or don’t (and
probably don’t, as per Meckstroth);
but don’t make a scientific gameinvitation. That’s not what pairs is
all about.
r
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Excel Bridge
For the very best in Luxury Bridge Breaks

Attractive Breaks Over The Summer
Charm and elegance by the sea

The Hydro, EASTBOURNE
Jul 13-15/16 £218/266
Sep 7-9/10 £202/242

Set on the edge of the beautiful Yorkshire Dales

Hollins Hall, W. YORKSHIRE
Jul 22-27 (5 nights) £379

Stunning views across the Thames Valley

Blunsdon House, BLUNSDON
Aug 24-27 (Bank Holiday) £254

Ring NOW for a copy of
our full 2012 programme
Telephone: 0117 9246292
Website: www.excelbridge.co.uk

“Excel for Excellence”
Generous Prizes • Quality Hotels • Bridge licensed by the EBU
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Bridge Fiction

by David Bird

The Matron’s Prognosis
THE MATRON peered over her glasses at
Neil Phillips, as the fourth-former took his
seat at her table. ‘You didn’t come to
surgery this morning to take your cough
mixture,’ she admonished him.
‘It made my cough worse yesterday,’ Neil
Phillips replied. ‘As soon as I swallowed it,
I started coughing again.’
‘I’ve never heard such nonsense!’
retorted the Matron. ‘A double dose
tomorrow is what you need. That should
clear it up.’
Neil Phillips could feel a tickle in his
throat as he sorted his cards for the next
deal, but he was determined not to cough.
It was well known that the Matron chose
the foulest tasting medicines known to
mankind. Her dark brown cough mixture
was one of the worst of them.
This was the first board of the round:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer East.
´ KQJ4
™ 7542
t AK
® AKQ
986
´ 2
N
W
E
Void
™ AKQJ986
S
J85
t Q 10 9 2
J 10 9 7 6 5 3
® 4
´ A 10 7 5 3
™ 10 3
t 7643
® 82

West
North
The
John
Matron Hutson
Pass
Pass
Pass

Dble
4NT
6´

East
Stefan
Götel
4™
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
Neil
Phillips
Pass
4´
5t

The Matron led the jack of clubs and
inspected the dummy disapprovingly.
‘How can you bid a slam with no heart
stopper?’ she exclaimed.
www.ebu.co.uk

‘I’m probably wrong,’ John Hutson
replied, ‘but I thought that if Neil had two
hearts, you probably wouldn’t have a heart
to lead.’
Neil Phillips won the club lead with
dummy’s queen and played the king and
queen of trumps. When trumps broke 3-1,
it was no longer possible to discard a heart
on the ®A-K, give up a heart and crossruff in the red suits. If declarer followed
that line, he would have to ruff dummy’s
last two hearts high to avoid an overruff.
West’s ´9 would then be promoted. What
else could he try?
Neil Phillips played dummy’s top clubs,
throwing a heart, and these cards were still
to be played:

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

J4
7542
AK
—
9
´
N
—
™
W
E
S
J85
t
10 9 7 6
®
´ A 10 7
™ 10
t 7643
® —

—
AKQJ
Q 10 9 2
—

‘Four of trumps, please,’ said Neil Phillips.
Stefan Götel, sitting East, did not like
the look of this. There were four hearts in
the dummy and it seemed that declarer

must hold four diamonds in his hand.
Which suit should he throw?
When the German master eventually
discarded the jack of hearts, Neil Phillips
won with the ace of spades and led his
remaining heart to East’s queen. Declarer
won the diamond return and could not be
prevented from ruffing two hearts in his
hand. He returned to dummy with a
diamond ruff to score the established
seven of hearts and twelve tricks were his.
‘He made a trick with the seven of
hearts!’ exclaimed the Matron. ‘Surely you
must have held a heart stopper, partner?
You opened Four Hearts.’
Stefan Götel shrugged his shoulders. ‘If I
keep hearts, I have to throw a diamond,’ he
replied. ‘He plays diamond ace-king, ruffs
a heart, diamond ruff to dummy and
another heart ruff to reach the established
diamond.’
Neil Phillips was looking somewhat
flushed by his success. ‘I would have made
the seven of diamonds instead of the seven
of hearts,’ he said.
‘I’ve never seen such luck,’ declared the
Matron. ‘You bid a slam with two top
losers in hearts and then make it by
scoring the seven of hearts. It should be
against the rules.’
No longer able to control himself, Neil
Phillips started to laugh. In a split-second
he transformed this into a cough.
‘We can’t have you coughing all night,’
declared the Matron. ‘I’ll see you in my
surgery after the game. Buckley’s Extra
r
Strong Linctus is what you need!’

BRIDGE AND GOLF GIFTS DIRECT LIMITED
Large selection of bridge and golf gifts, and bridge accessories
available online at www.bridgeandgolfgifts.co.uk

( 020 8954 8006 / 07853 066 582
Fax: 020 420 7006
E-mail: baggdirect@live.co.uk
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ADVERTISING PROMOTION
PIANOLA: THE FUTURE OF BRIDGE
BRIDGE PLAYERS may know that the term ‘pianola’ refers to a
hand so easy that it almost plays itself.
A Leeds-based company is giving the expression a twist, however, with the launch of a new, web-based system for clubs and
players that is so simple it requires no technical skill to use.
After playing at his local club for several years, Pianola creator
James Ward came up with an idea to help players arrange
partnerships online. The concept grew over time to provide
players with in-depth information about their performance as
well as features to help club managers.
‘Pianola provides players with a personalised history of their
results and calculates their average with different partners as well
as in each of the roles of the game: declarer, defender – even
dummy(!)’, James said. ‘Pianola also displays the player’s latest
rankings from the EBU. By supplementing this data with information about their preferred systems and experience, players can
provide rich information when they advertise in the Pianola
partner-finder.’
Club managers also benefit from the administrative features of
Pianola, which provide a powerful, yet simple-to-use membership database, email groups, management reports, membership
renewals and automatic P2P uploads.
Martin Lee, Bridgemate UK Distributor describes Pianola as
‘The future of bridge.’ It is popular with players too. Colin Frazer
(Leeds Bridge Club) said: ‘Pianola is a wonderful invention. I now
know so much more about my game than I ever did before.’
For more information visit www.pianola.net or contact James
Ward at james@pianola.net or ( 0113 320 1352.

13th-15th July 2012

IMPROVERS WEEKEND
St Anne’s Manor, Wokingham

)# ' $

"

%

&

)# ' $

"

in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere
'03

%3

/5
%3
/5
4,6
%3

4.'

/23 7
/23 7
/23 7
/23 7
/23 7

£192 Full Board; fully inclusive; no single room supplement

“Tune Up Your Bidding”
Further information from Lawrence Gaunt
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or David Jones
( 02476 461511 8 djjonesmj@btinternet.com
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Heather’s Hints

by Heather Dhondy

At Pairs, Don’t Guard Against Unlikely
Bad Breaks if This Might Cost You Tricks
N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ AQ83
™ A9743
t 965
® 3
N

´
™
t
®

E

W
S

´
™
t
®

KJ76
J
A3
K Q 10 7 6 4

West

North

East

Pass
Pass

1™
4´

Pass
All Pass

inserting the queen when East plays low.
This loses to West’s ace, who cashes the
king of diamonds and plays a third round
of that suit which you ruff.
This is the position we have reached:

AQ83
9743
—
—
N
W

E
S

South
1®
1´

PLAYING PAIRS, West leads the seven of
diamonds to East’s jack and your ace. How
do you plan the play?
Setting up the clubs looks to be the best
prospect, and there are good chances of an
overtrick if East holds the ace and trumps
divide, if you begin by leading the clubs
from dummy. Cross to the ace of hearts
and play a club towards your hand,

´
™
t
®

Therefore you should concern yourself
more with this possibility.
Cash the king of clubs and ruff the next
round high. If clubs are 3-3, this will only
costs you a trick if trumps divide badly,
and as we have already established, this is
less likely than a 4-2 club break. When
East discards on this, you can cross back to
hand with a trump, ruff another club
high, and play a second round of trumps
to hand. When both defenders follow to
this second round, you can play winning
clubs, allowing them a trump trick, but
retaining your last trump in hand.
This was the full deal:

KJ7
—
—
K 10 7 6 4

When you are playing pairs, you want to
maximise your number of tricks when the
suits are dividing reasonably, but not
necessarily perfectly. What is the most
likely distribution of the black suits?
With five cards missing in the trump
suit, the mostly likely distribution is 3-2;
however, in clubs, where there are six cards
missing, the most likely distribution is 4-2.

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

www.ebu.co.uk

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

YORKSHIRE CBA IMPROVERS PAIRS
LEEDS BRIDGE Club hosted the inaugural Yorkshire Improvers Pairs Congress on 1st April.
Twenty-eight pairs from across Yorkshire took part in the event which was sponsored by
Yorkshire Building Society and supported by prizes from No Fear Bridge.
The rationale behind the congress is to provide a relaxed introduction to tournament
play to players who have recently completed the two-year introductory course and are
now participating in club improver events and also to newcomers developing their game
in normal club duplicates.
A splendid buffet meal gave participants ample scope to exchange their own learning
experiences at the half way stage.
Competition was fierce but Maxine and Trevor Lazenby of Leeds BC stayed consistently ahead of the field. Tanis Jackson – Gillian Emerson (Huddersfield BC) were second,
and Jackie Roberts – Pauline Stout (Wetherby BC) came third.
(Brian Davison)

942
K 10 2
K 10 7
AJ92

AQ83
A9743
965
3
´
™
t
®

10 5
Q865
QJ842
85

KJ76
J
A3
K Q 10 7 6 4

Heather’s Hints

•
•

Try to maximise your number of
tricks at pairs by considering the
most likely distribution of a suit.
Don’t guard against unlikely bad
breaks if it might cost you a trick.
Sometimes you can create extra
tricks by ruffing high and conceding a low trump. On this deal it was
necessary to trump high to make
the contract, even though West
ended up scoring the ´9.
r
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Mike Swanson Presents

DIAMOND BRIDGE

Our prices are inclusive of bridge costs.

Corfu, Greece
17th September 2012 - 14 nights half-board from £1095
Our 7th visit to the Hotel Corfu Chandris with its
beautiful gardens and beach-side location.**

Benidorm
8th January 2013 - 14 nights full-board from £639 †
Our sixteenth visit to the Hotel Poseidon Palace, set in the
most popular resort on the Costa Blanca. † Price includes
transfers but not flights which are available from many
regional airports at a cost of around £120 *

Benalmadena
18th February 2013 - 14 nights half-board from £677 ♦
The Sunset Beach Club is set right by the sea and the
beautiful sandy beach of this delightful resort on the
Costa del Sol. All rooms are apartment-style with a fully
equipped kitchenette and dining/sitting area. ♦Price
does not include transfers (available for less than £15
round trip) or flights, which are available from many
regional airports at a cost of around £120 *

Malabar Coast aboard Seven Seas Voyager
28th March 2013 - 21 nights all-inclusive from £6769
Fly to Bangkok for a one-night stay in the Peninsula Hotel
before setting out on a 3-night luxury tour to see the
magnificent Angkor Wat temple complex in Cambodia. After
your tour, transfer to the 6-star all-suite all-balcony Seven
Seas Voyager for a cruise from Bangkok to Ko Samui,
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Penang, Phuket, the Sri Lankan
ports of Trincomalee, Galle & Colombo, and the Indian ports
of Cochin (overnight), New Mangalore, Mormugao &
Mumbai (overnight) before either flying home or taking the
optional extra tour to see Delhi and the Taj Mahal. Price
includes flights, transfers, pre-cruise tour, a choice of excursions in each port of call, all drinks on board & gratuities ***
** Fully bonded under TTA licence U9125 and ATOL T7399 held by Holidays4Golfers Ltd.
* Fully bonded under ATOL 3200 held by Cresta World Travel Ltd ABTA A9415
*** Payments to Cresta World Travel Ltd ABTA A9415, agents for Regent Seven Seas ATOL 5584

Bridge licensed by the EBU

Diamond Bridge
email: info@diamondbridge.co.uk www.diamondbridge.co.uk

Tel: 01928 790080
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Director Please!

by Mike Swanson

Unlucky at Cards . . .
‘OH JOHN, how could you manage to
revoke yet again!’ said Julie.
‘I know but at least I was lucky, there
was only a one-trick penalty and we ended
up with a normal score,’ pleaded John.
‘Well, all I ask is that you manage to
follow suit from now on and then perhaps
it will be the opponents who make the
next mistake,’ replied Julie hopefully.

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer North.
´ Q2
™ A J 10 6 4
t 87
® AQJ7
A 10 9 5
´ 764
N
9
™ K7532
E
W
AJ654
t 3
S
10 9 4
® K652
´ KJ83
™ Q8
t K Q 10 9 2
® 83

West

Pass
Pass

North
Julie
1™
2®
3NT

East
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
John
1´
2NT

After Julie had opened 1™, John dithered
over whether to respond 1´ or 2t and,
still being in a state over his previous
error, when he decided upon 2t he pulled
out his t2 playing card and put it on the
table.
‘You can’t lead, we are in the middle of
the auction,’ said West.
‘I haven’t, I have bid,’ replied John
before looking down at the table and
realising what he had done.
The Director was soon at the table and
couldn’t help but smile. ‘I thought I had
seen everything but yet again John has
surprised me. The t2 becomes a major
penalty card but if John becomes declarer
or dummy, it is restored to John’s hand at
www.ebu.co.uk

the end of the auction. There are no
bidding restrictions (Law 24).’
‘Do I now have to bid 2t?’ asked John.
‘No, you can bid what you like, but any
information gained from seeing your t2
is unauthorised for Julie,’ replied the
Director.
John started to wonder whether bidding
2t was the right thing after all and so
decided to try 1´ instead, without giving
any thought to what he would bid next if
Julie rebid 2™. Fortunately for him Julie
bid 2®, over which he was able to try 2NT,
raised to 3NT by Julie.
Despite John having bid spades, West
decided to start with the ten of spades;
unfortunately, as he pulled it out from his
hand, the five of spades dropped to the
table as well, much to the delight of John
who was so pleased that someone else was
at fault for once.
The Director was called and informed
them: ‘The ten of spades is the played card
and the five of spades becomes a minor
penalty card which does not have to be
played at the first legal opportunity; however, West must play it before any other
spades below the rank of an honour, but
he is entitled to lead spade honour cards

instead. If East gains the lead while the five
of spades is still exposed, there are no lead
penalties, but any information gained
through seeing it is unauthorised (Law 50
B & C).’
John took the first trick in hand with the
jack of spades and ran the queen of hearts
round to East’s king. East now played
another round of spades and West, slightly
confused by all that the Director had said,
decided to play his five of spades (he could
have played the ace of spades instead if he
had wanted), which fortuitously for the
defence was the winning play. John now
tried a heart to his eight of hearts and took
the losing club finesse. Now another spade
from East gave the defence two spade
tricks and the ace of diamonds to defeat
the contract.
‘How ironic that an infraction by our
opponents would ultimately lead to you
going down in your contract. Your luck at
cards seems to be deserting you,’ observed
Julie.
‘Well you know what they say, unlucky
at cards . . .’ said John hopefully, but
looking across the table at Julie’s expression he could see that at the moment he
was fighting a lost cause.
r

SCOTLAND WIN THE LADY MILNE
CONGRATULATIONS TO Scotland on winning the Lady Milne. The team (photo below)
were Sheila Adamson – Anne Symons, Liz McGowan – Sam Punch, Fiona
McQuaker – Yvonne Wiseman;
NPC: Brian Short.
The final table reads:
1. Scotland
2. Wales
3. Ireland
4. England
5. Northern Ireland
6. WBU

194 VPs
96 VPs
71 VPs
69 VPs
65 VPs
38 VPs

England was represented by
Gillian Fawcett – Jane Moore,
Frances Liew – Belinda Bridgen,
Nicole Cook – Christine Duckworth; NPC: Sally Brock.

June 2012 English Bridge 13

How to . . .

TEACH AND PLAY BRIDGE USING COMPUTERS
by Sandra Landy
The Educational Trust for British Bridge (ETBB) was founded in 1990 with a generous donation from a player who was impressed
with the work being done by the British Bridge League (BBL) in training our junior teams. To extend our teaching work, he wanted
his money to be used for Junior Bridge in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Our first project was a teacher's handbook
for teaching bridge in schools – that book is still being issued by the EBU to new teachers twenty years later!
But now many young people have a laptop for school work, and we want them to use it to learn bridge too.
VUBRIDGE IS an amazing piece of
software which allows you to bid and play
pre-prepared hands online. The moment I
saw it, I knew this was what I had always
needed to teach my students. Every
teacher who has seen VuBridge in use has
agreed with me!
This is how it works. All the students log
on to VuBridge and select the set of hands to
be used in the lesson. Then the student’s
hand for the first deal is displayed on the
screen, using real card images. The hand is
bid using simple Acol bidding, while the
computer bids the other three hands. Only
the ‘correct’ bid is accepted. So if the
student, with 13 points and a balanced
hand, should have opened 1NT, that is what
they have to bid, no other bid is accepted.

When the final contract is reached, the
student becomes declarer and dummy is
displayed on his screen. The defensive
cards are played by the computer and, as
in real life, the student plays dummy and
his own hand. But the computer objects if
the student attempts to play the wrong
card, just as the teacher does if he sees the
student misplaying a deal. So the student
has to work out what he is doing that is
wrong and change the card played.
Picture your students sitting at their
14
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laptops, all bidding and then playing the
same deal. If you have five or six students,
nobody will be sitting out. Everyone can
have a go, rather than three players sitting
doing nothing whilst the fourth player
tries to work out what to do. Now
everyone can bid and play the same cards.
At the end of play, the teacher can review
the bidding and the play, because all
students will be seeing the same screen.

TWIN TRUSTS
EBU members are
probably a little
confused about the charitable
trusts that exist to promote
youth bridge in England and we
thought an explanation was due.
The ETBB was set up in 1990
and represents the four home
unions – EBU, WBU, SBU and
NIBU. It promotes youth bridge
across the United Kingdom. The
Youth and Education Trust is the
EBU’s own charitable trust for
the development of youth bridge
in England, and was set up in
2007. It is this trust that runs
the Minibridge in Schools project, training teachers and pupils
alike to play the game in the
classroom and aligning it to the
national curriculum. The two
trusts work together for the
development of the game for
young people in schools and on
the international scene.

Courses Available
The EBU Bridge for All course recom mends teaching Minibridge to beginners,
as it introduces card play without learning
bidding. So it is very good news that an
online Minibridge course has been made

available throughout the world. There are
ten lessons, each with eight deals to be
played.
Do tell everybody about this free Minibridge program, particularly people with
children. Nowadays youngsters get hooked
on playing games on their computer; let’s
make sure they are playing Minibridge. To
play online Minibridge, log on to
www.vubridge.com/Minibridge.
The ETBB’s major offering, the Acolbased beginners bridge course, has been
developed by Paul Bowyer for use by
teachers in the United Kingdom. He has
used his lifetime’s collection of hands and
lessons to provide you with well-tested
material, suitable for all young people (and
older students as well). The trust has paid
for the course devel opment and our
contract with VuBridge includes its use by
teachers at no cost. My students love the
opportunity to replay the class hands at
home, reinforcing their class teaching – I
am sure yours will enjoy that too!

Teachers wanting to use this bridge
course should email info@vubridge.com.
Tell them your email address, your bridge
union (EBU, SBU, WBU or NIBU) and
member number. Ask for instructions to
be sent. It is absolutely free to teachers,
just so every young person with a laptop
can learn to play bridge.
r
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Traps for the Unwary

by Michael Byrne

Opening 2NT – When and Why?
AN OPENING 2NT is not actually as tricky
or mysterious as many people think, yet the
pressure of holding half the deck seems to
cause players to panic, lose their judgement
and start making unforced errors.
Let’s start by looking at what a 2NT
opening shows. In modern Acol it shows a
balanced hand of 20-22 high-card points
that can’t open at the one level for fear that
a game will be missed if partner passes.
(Some players using Benjamin or a Multicoloured 2t may have a way to show 19-20
which is a waste of time: 19-point hands
should not be opened at the two level; if
you’re going to open them with a 2NT bid,
you should have 20-21 and 22-23 as your
rebid ranges after 2® and 2t openings.)
I have noticed that players are often
reluctant to open 1NT or 2NT when they
have a low doubleton, but this is just part
of bridge. Remember: your weakest suit is
likely to be partner’s strongest, so the suits
you are worried about are the ones he
normally has covered and vice versa.
Let’s look at a few hands suitable for a
2NT opening:

Hand 1
´ AQJ65
™ 54
t KQJ
® AQJ

Hand 2
´ Q7
™ Q85
t A K Q J 10
® KQJ

Hand 3
´ KQJ8
™ KJ
t KQ965
® AQ

Don’t be put off by the solid five-card suit
in Hand 2, or by the five-card major and
low doubleton in Hand 1. Get the hands
off your chest by opening 2NT.
“But wait” I hear you cry! ‘Hand 3 has
two doubletons!’ Did I say balanced? Well
5-4-2-2 is semi-balanced and that is
perfectly acceptable provided your hand is
www.ebu.co.uk

unsuitable for a one-level opening and the
doubletons have some points in them.
Change the hand to:
´AKQJ

™43

tAKQJ6

®87

and now 2NT would be unwise, 1t being
the most sensible opening.
However, there is a big difference
between having a 5-4-2-2 shape and hands
with a singleton; look at these examples:
It’s hard to believe but
´ K
there are actually players
™ AQJ3
out there who open 2NT
t AJ32
on such a hand and
® KQ43
seem totally surprised
when partner locks
them into spades and
they go horribly down. A hand with a
singleton should never open 2NT when
there is an alternative. Here opening 1™
and re-bidding 2NT (18-19, not the traditional 17-18) over 1´ should see you in
good stead, the hand being worth about 19
points, and a bare honour being tolerable
for a no-trump rebid, rather than opening.
On the subject of 19-point hands this is
another example of regular abuse:
‘I had stoppers in
´ AQ3
every suit, and a useful
™ KJ86
ten of diamonds, so I
t Q J 10
added a point on and
® AQ2
opened 2NT,’ you will
hear people say as they
explain to partner why
they have just reached 7NT missing an ace
when partner raised them briskly to the
grand holding a 17-count. While it is true
that they have stoppers in every suit, that
is completely irrelevant. Opening 2NT is
for when you hold hands that will miss
game if partner passes a one-level
opening. Look again at that horrible 3-43-3 load of rubbish above and when you
start to construct hands for partner
opposite you will quickly see that no game
will be missed if 1™ is passed out. It
would be remiss of me not to mention
that there is a time for adding a point on
here and there (called ‘upgrading’) but
only if you have a chunky five-card suit

that will provide tricks. Something like
this you might get away with:
Here if partner pro´ K3
vides either black ace or
™ A Q 10
both queens you will
t A Q J 10 6
have a play for game, so
® K 10 7
there is some excuse for
opening 2NT, but if it
goes wrong you must
have your apologies ready (‘The light is
very poor in this corner of the room,’ has
got me out of a few jams in the past).
On the subject of long suits, six-card
suits should be treated very carefully, as
normally they make the hand too powerful for a 2NT opening:
This hand with 22
´ A2
points and a six-card
™ K4
suit is far too good for
t A K Q 9 6 5 a 2NT opening; game
® AQ2
(or even slam) could
be missed very easily.
If you were going to
treat it as balanced, then valuing it as a
23-24 pointer is about right: opposite the
right Yarborough from partner you could
wrap up 3NT with six diamonds, two black
aces and either an extra heart or club on the
lead. However, change the hand to:
´Q3

™AJ

tKJ7542

®AKQ

and now 2NT is about right, as you do
need a little something from partner to
make game.
So, remember: do (a) open 2NT when
you hold 20-22 balanced points, even if
your hand contains a low doubleton and
(b) treat 5-4-2-2 hands as balanced when
the honours are spread out and no better
bid is available. However, don’t (a) treat
4-4-4-1 hands as balanced (partner always
insists upon playing in your singleton);
(b) open 2NT on 19 points, unless the
hand contains a good five-card suit plus
good intermediate cards, and you have a
genuine fear that game might be missed
by opening at the one level; and (c) open
2NT with a six-card suit unless it is very
broken and the hand needs a lot of help
from partner to make game.
r
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19 – 21 October 2012

21 – 30 September 2012

GUERNSEY
CONGRESS
La Trelade Country House Hotel
Forest Road, St. Martins, Guernsey
A national green-pointed congress
featuring mid-week

AUTUMN CONGRESS
Holiday Inn
Bridgefoot, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6YR
( 0871 942 9270
Friday

THE GUERNSEY SENIORS CONGRESS
Saturday
Sunday

2.00pm

Two Stars Pairs (Qualifier)

7.45pm

Two Stars Pairs (Semi-final)

7.45pm

Satellite Pairs (Qualifier)

11.15am

Two Stars & Satellite Pairs Final

11.15am

Swiss Pairs

11.30am

Teams of Four (Qualifier)

4.15pm

Teams of Four (Final)

All events are fully Green-pointed
(save for qualifying rounds of Two Stars & Satellite Pairs)

Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Department
Entries / enquiries to EBU Competitions Dept
( 01296 317 203 / 219
or e-mail comps@ebu.co.uk

( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219
e-mail comps@ebu.co.uk

or book online at www.ebu.co.uk

THE EBU & BRIDGE OVERSEAS

MARMARIS CONGRESS
10 – 16 October 2012
Hotel Mares, Marmaris, Turkey
H
H
H
H

Pre-congress Pairs
GreenOpen Pairs
pointed
Pivot Teams
Swiss
Men’s, Ladies’ and
events
Mixed Pairs
H Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams

Bridge Fees: £124
Entries to
EBU Competitions Dept
Broadfields, Bicester Road, Aylesbury,
Bucks HP19 8AZ
( 01296 317 203 / 219
E-mail: comps@ebu.co.uk
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For accommodation (and travel) please contact

BRIDGE OVERSEAS
( 0800 034 6246
www.ebu.co.uk

Bridge with a Twist

by Simon Cochemé

The Language of Bridge Revisited
Simon has travelled the world to bring you more bridge terminology from other countries
TO FINESSE in Germany is schneiden, to
cut, and a tenace is Gabel, a fork. So if you
want to cut in German, you need a fork,
not a knife! And they say that Germans
don’t have a sense of humour. Russians
also use ‘cut’ and ‘fork’ for finesse and
tenace, so it seems the joke has travelled.
Cutting may be used by the Germans and
Russians for finessing, but the Japanese use
‘cut’ (kiru) for a ruff, as do the Sri Lankans,
with the Singhalese word cupanoa. This is
all getting a bit complicated, with different
countries using the same words for different bridge terminology. In India, dummy is called a ‘donkey’ but in Sri Lanka, it is
a jack that is known as a ‘donkey’. The
Greeks use ‘hook’ as a nickname for a jack,
because of the shape of the letter ‘J’, but
Americans use ‘hook’ for finesse. And
finesse is where we came in.
English bridge terminology has its own
contradictions. Why do we simply bid
game, but always have to bid ‘the’ slam?
And in the slam zone, why do we say we
have bid ‘the grand’, but never ‘the small’?
Australians use the names of cities with
appropriate post codes as slang for some of
the larger penalties. Thus 2000 is known as
a ‘Sydney’ and 2600 is a ‘Canberra’. I
wonder if Americans say ‘Indianapolis’ for
a penalty of 500? Russian bridge players
measure the size of a penalty in ‘balloons’,
so 1100 is eleven ‘balloons’.
The word ‘bridge’ is believed to have
come from biritch, Russian Whist. The
traditional name for diamonds in Russia is
boobni, tambourines, and a Russian redouble is called riepa, a turnip.
If an Italian has misplayed a hand, he or
she might say: ‘Ho giocato coi piedi,’ ‘I played
it with my feet’. When the French admit to
misplaying a hand (a rare occurrence) they
have a similar saying: ‘J’ai joué comme un
pied’.
A couple of people told me that in their
countries a hand with 4-7-1-1 distribution
www.ebu.co.uk

is called an eau de cologne; being a mere
man, I had to look it up. On a similar
theme, I am surprised that the English
don’t call a 1-0-6-6 hand a Hastings, and a
1-4-4-4 hand could be a Botticelli (1444
being the year of his birth).
The Irish sport of hurling uses the phrase
‘puck out’ for restarting the game and I am
reliably informed that Irish bridge players
sometimes say ‘Puck out’ to their partner to
tell them it is their lead. ‘Puck off?’ I asked
my source hopefully. ‘No,’ he told me
firmly. ‘It’s always puck out.’
In Poland the minors are known as
‘young suits’, and the majors are ‘old suits’.
The Thais call themselves ‘adults’ when they
are vulnerable and ‘children’ when they are
non-vulnerable; somewhat different to the
definitions of the English Social Services.
One of the Japanese team at the World
Championships told me that a singleton
king is sometimes called a kingleton. Isn’t
that great? Most Japanese bridge words are
nipponised versions of English words. So,
for example, a hand is hando and the suits
are speido, hearto, daiamondo and kurabu.
The idiosyncratic pronunciation in this
last example is heard again with toranpu
(trump) and barunerbaru (vulnerable),
often abbreviated to baru. As an aside, the
Japanese word for a suit is sebiro, a phonetic representation of Savile Row, where
the suits come from! Alas, this is not the
word used for a suit in bridge, that is sutsu, which sounds more like a martial art.
I have always been honest with you about
the words and phrases I have found. I
would hate it if you went to a bridge club in
a foreign land and, in good faith, used some
phrase I had told you about, only to discover that you had insulted declarer’s
mother-in-law. So I admit I am unable to
confirm that the Swedish for a deal that has
been completely butchered in the bidding
and the play is known as a smörgåsbord.
The Dutch use trein (train) for a long

suit of winners, and Greek defenders like
to call out ‘January, February, March’ and
so on as they cash their defensive tricks.
They would all have enjoyed this deal:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ K J 10 9 5 4
™ 854
t 10 8 7
® 3
A76
´ Q832
A K J 10 9 7 6 N
™ 2
W
E
Void
t 942
S
J95
® AKQ42
´ Void
™ Q3
t AKQJ653
® 10 8 7 6

West

North

1™
1´
All Pass

East
Pass

South
1t
3NT

West led the ace of hearts against 3NT and
took the first seven tricks with his hearttrain (January to July), plus the ace of
spades (August). East had held on to all his
clubs so the defence then took their fivetrick club-train (September to December,
then January again, I suppose). Three notrumps nine down!
Is this a silly result? Not at all. Zia
(South) was Mr Tambourine Man, playing
with David Gold in the 2010 Lederer Invitational tournament. They were delighted
to score minus 450 on this deal. East-West
are cold for 6® and 6™; indeed East can
make 7® and 7™ (only the spade ruff
prevents West making the grand slam). If
East-West had tried to give Zia a speeding
ticket, he would have retreated to 4t
rather than concede a Newcastle (New
South Wales) penalty of 2300.
r
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Teams Tactics

by Derek Patterson

Penalty Doubles of Game Contracts Part I
CLEARLY, BEFORE even considering a
penalty double, there has to be a reasonable chance of defeating the opponents’
contract. Extreme caution should be
exercised when doubling part-scores,
because of the danger of doubling the
opponents into game. You should adopt a
more aggressive approach to doubling game
contracts.
Furthermore, if playing pairs, an unsuccessful double might turn an average
into a bottom but, at teams, turning -620
into -790 will cost just 5 IMPs. So, in many
such circumstances, the risks involved are
smaller in teams than in pairs. To illustrate
the point, consider this deal. Imagine that
you are East with the following hand,
taken from a recent tournament:
´
™
t
®

82
93
A 10 6 5
A K J 10 4

West

1
2
3

You are vulnerable, the
opponents are not, and
the auction begins thus:

North

East

South
1NT1
2™

Pass
2t2
Pass
Pass
3NT3
?
12-14
Transfer to hearts.
Giving opener a choice of games.

What now? A lot depends on whether you
are playing pairs or teams.
At most tables East passed again, as did
South and when West led a spade, declarer
made the contract. Some Easts doubled,
however! It doesn’t make sense for this
‘out of the blue’ double to show a lot of
points – East had the opportunity to bid
earlier, chose not to and, furthermore, the
opponents have advertised the values for
game already.
A more intelligent interpretation is that
East is making a lead-directing double.
The idea is that if West can be persuaded
to lead the right suit, in this case clubs,
then 3NT should fail. The message is:
‘Please lead my suit, not yours!’
www.ebu.co.uk

Accordingly, West has to work out
which suit to lead. In this and similar
situations, having discounted the suits
where North-South are known to have
strong holdings, the obvious selection will
be West’s weakest suit, although further
inferences may exist. On this basis, with
reference to the full deal below, West
seems to have two equally reasonable
leads, the t8 and ®7:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ KQ
™ KJ864
t Q94
® Q96
10 9 7 5 4
´ 82
N
Q 10 7 2
™ 93
W
E
83
t A 10 6 5
S
75
® A K J 10 4
´ AJ63
™ A5
t KJ72
® 832

On a club lead 3NT is doomed but on any
other lead declarer can prevail, making
two diamond tricks, four spades and three
hearts. So, the double does carry some risk
– the main problem being that partner
might not discern that clubs is the suit to
lead. A further, albeit lesser, problem is
that occasionally, despite West finding a
club lead, declarer might still succeed (on
a different layout), with the clubs being
stopped and declarer being able to cash at
least eight major-suit tricks before surrendering the lead.
What effect would the format (pairs or
teams) have on East’s decision to double?
The main issue here is that playing
pairs, 3NT doubled going down will be a
top but making will be a bottom. At teams,
if it makes, then 4 IMPs will have been
sacrificed, whereas if it goes down, the
double will have gained 12 IMPs in comparison with not doubling and partner
leading a spade. Playing teams, the risk-

reward ratio greatly favours a double by
East, whereas, at pairs, this is not so clear.
Consequently, in many situations when
considering whether to double a game
contract, at teams you should be prepared
to take slight risks whereas, playing pairs,
a more cautious approach is sensible.
Returning to the featured hand, there
are some other issues that should be
noted. One is that some players would
play a double of 2t as being leaddirecting. In this case, East would be
extremely hopeful of West finding a club
lead by passing over 2t, thereby denying a
strong diamond holding and then
doubling 3NT. In this scenario, a double of
3NT would be clear at both teams and
pairs. For those who play a double of 2t
as showing a strong hand, the above
inference would not be available and
doubling 3NT would be clear at teams but
not so obvious at pairs.
A second point is that East could have
pinpointed the club lead by overcalling 3®
on the first round. The problem with this
action is that it is not sound, and risks
being doubled for a sizeable penalty. The
prevailing vulnerability and the lack of a
sixth club suggests that pass is correct.
Furthermore, it should be noted that
sometimes, this sort of double is used to
announce a strong holding in dummy’s
long suit (hearts). On this occasion, however, East can be confident that if 3NT is
passed by South, then West will have
enough hearts to know that this cannot be
the reason for the double.
In addition, South might remove to 4™.
In this case, the double will help West to
find the best lead against that contract as
well.
With regard to the doubling of game
contracts, there are situations (which I
intend to explore in the next article) calling
for more caution at teams than pairs. Excepting these, however, and without advocating a style of reckless penalty doubles,
the following advice seems reasonable: At
teams, be that bit readier to double game
contracts than you might be at pairs. r
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Basic Cardplay

by Paul Bowyer

The Hold-up (Part II)
ONE OF the key issues in the idea of a
hold-up play is which of the defenders is
the danger hand and which of them is the
safe hand. Often the danger hand is the
hand with the long suit that the defenders
are seeking to establish. In the following
deal (repeated from the last article) it is
clear that West is the danger hand:

three spade tricks, the ace of hearts, at least
four diamonds and the ace of clubs. (Let’s
dot some ‘i’s and cross some ‘t’s: if East does
have a heart left when the diamond finesse
loses, then the suit was originally 4–4 and
the defenders can only take three hearts and
a diamond, so 3NT is still safe).
HHHHH

Deal 1
South plays in 3NT. West leads
´ KQ2
.
™ 10 6
t AJ983
® A72
´ 874
´
N
™ KQJ93
™
E
W
t 752
t
S
® 10 9
®
´ A95
™ A82
t Q 10 4
® Q654

the ™K.

J 10 6 3
754
K6
KJ83

West leads the king of hearts against 3NT
and South holds off until the third round;
now he can take the diamond finesse safely
into the East hand. West is the danger hand
here as he cannot be allowed to regain the
lead – East, by contrast, is the safe hand as
South is indifferent as to whether East can
gain the lead or not; he has no more hearts,
so can do no damage. Declarer is assured of

However, the hand with the long suit isn’t
always the danger hand, as the following
deal illustrates:

South plays in
´
™
t
®
´ 963
™ K 10 7 6 3
t K4
® Q 10 4
´
™
t
®

Deal 2
3NT. West leads the ™6.
AKJ
42
J97
A9652
´ 87542
N
™ Q98
W
E
t 532
S
® K8
Q 10
AJ5
A Q 10 8 6
J73

Here West leads a low heart against 3NT
and East plays the queen of hearts. Now the
possession of the jack of hearts is crucial
here, as the suit is protected from a further

‘BRIDGE LICENSED BY THE EBU ’
When you see this in an advertisement in the magazine it means:
• The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and received, a licence.
• They may choose to give master points in accordance with EBU scales.
• These master points will be accepted and added to player records.
• The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations and bye laws, thus affording
all players the protection of playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU.
All County events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Any events licensed by another National Bridge Organisation will not be
able to have master points credited to members’ records save for Wales, Scotland
and Northern Ireland with whom the EBU have a reciprocal agreement.
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heart attack from West. In this instance it is
East who is the danger hand as a heart lead
through the remaining ™J-5 would be fatal.
As the diamond finesse is being taken into
the safe hand, the contract is assured if declarer takes the ace of hearts, crosses to a
spade honour and runs the nine of diamonds. If West has the king, he can do no
damage when he takes the trick.
HHHHH
Now, if we transpose the minor suits and
make a few suitable adjustments we have:

South plays in
´
™
t
®
´ 963
™ K 10 7 6 3
t 54
® Q 10 4
´
™
t
®

Deal 3
3NT. West leads the ™6.
AKJ
42
A Q 10 8 6
J73
´ 87542
N
™ Q98
W
E
t K32
S
® K8
Q 10
AJ5
J97
A9652

Here, as in Deal 2, East is the danger hand
and West the safe hand. The key finesse,
though, is being taken into the danger
hand. So South would be unwise to take
the ace of hearts at trick one and try the
diamond finesse. Best play is to duck two
rounds of hearts and win the third (it is
possible that a club switch at trick three
might, on a different layout, beat 3NT but
that has to be risked). Now it is safe to take
the diamond finesse into the East hand.
HHHHH
All of this means that some deals are
reliant on guesswork (call it inspiration, if
you wish).
www.ebu.co.uk

IN A NUTSHELL
by Jeremy Dhondy

BIDDING BOXES
Are they compulsory?
No, but most clubs and all EBU tournaments use them. They are recommended.
How should bids be organised?
Place your calls in front of you so they
are all visible, overlap and face
towards partner.
When is a call made?
When the call is removed from the
bidding box with apparent intent. You
can’t change your mind but if you
have had a mechanical accident
because two cards were stuck together
with beer or coffee, then the director
will usually allow you to change.
When the director is called he will
look at Law 25.
Must I use the alert card?
Yes. Some players don’t. They tap the
bid or wave their hands expressively
but if there is a problem then the onus
is on the alerting side to demonstrate
that they have alerted.

South plays in
´
™
t
®
´ K 10 8 5 2
™ Q 10 8 6
t 5
® 754
´
™
t
®

Deal 4
3NT. West leads the ´5.
73
K754
QJ96
QJ6
´ Q94
N
™ J9
W
E
t A7432
S
® 832
AJ6
A32
K 10 8
A K 10 9

Here West leads the trusty fourth-highestof-his-longest-and-strongest (to wit: the
´5) against 3NT by South. Now, should
South win or duck the queen of spades?
The answer lies in divining the location of
the ace of diamonds. If the cards lie as in
the diagram above, then the winning line
is to duck two rounds of spades and win
www.ebu.co.uk

When should I pick up my bidding
cards?
You should wait until the opening
lead has been faced and explanations
have been made. Some players put
them away immediately. This is either
forgetful or rude depending on your
view, and you may ask for the calls to
be put back on the table.
Must I use the pass card in the last
seat?
Some players have developed the habit
of waving or tapping the pass card, or
picking up their bidding cards to indicate the auction is complete. The third
of those options is wrong(see the previous point). The first two are not recommended practice but if they occur and
there is a dispute about whether the
auction has actually finished the director may deem the gesture to be a final
pass if there is a dispute.
Have you one tip to avoid problems?
Make your decision before touching
the bidding box!

the third. Now when the ace of diamonds
is knocked out, East will have no spades
left and the East-West hands will be
disconnected.
However, if you transfer the ace of
diamonds to the West hand, then this line
of play will fail. Here the winning play is to
take the first spade and play on diamonds,
leaving West unable to attack spades from
his side of the table.
How can you tell who has what? Well,
often enough, you can’t. There may be
some inferences from the bidding,
however. Here, if South opened 1®, the
failure of West to overcall with 1´ may just
suggest that East is more likely to have the
ace of diamonds than West. It may not be
the wisdom of Solomon but it is a straw in
the wind. Of course, if South is one of
those overbidders who thinks those cards
are worth an opening bid of 2NT, then
such inferences are blown away. In this
case either of the defenders may have the
ace of diamonds – for the best line of play
I suggest you toss a coin . . .
r

CLUB PLAYER’S
BIDDING QUIZ
ON each of the following problems,
you are West. What should you bid
with each hand on the given auction?
Julian Pottage gives his answers on
page 35.

Hand 1
´8743
™ A K J 10 7 2
tA6
®Q

W

Hand 2
´ 10 5
™ 10 9 2
tAKQ653
® 10 9

W

Hand 3
´ Q J 10 9
™ Q765
t 10 8
®AJ9

W

N

E
S
Pass 3t

N

E
S
1NT Pass

N
1™

E
2t

?

?

S
Pass

?

Hand 4
´A9
™K875
t J 10 6
®J632

W
N
E
S
Pass Pass 1® 1´
?

Hand 5
´963
™AQJ2
t6
®KJ754

W

Hand 6
´ J8
™ 10
t A K J 10 8 4 2
® A84

W

N
1t

E
S
Pass 1´

?

2t
?

N

E
1™
Pass 2´

S
Pass
Pass
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TEACHER TRAINING COURSES 2012
Partner Teacher Training Courses –
courses for prospective teachers
West Midlands Bridge Club June 29- July 1, 2012
Aylesbury EBU HQ October 19-21, 2012
(NOTE CHANGE OF DATE)
Courses – £200 for the Full Course –
include how to teach bridge, what to teach,
short teaching practice, how to recruit, how to retain and how to
turn your students into a partner club.

For info ( 01296 317217 or email lisa@ebu.co.uk

Club Teacher Training Courses
NEW courses for affiliated clubs
Under the Universal Membership scheme affiliated clubs are invited
to nominate one club member in any two-year period to be trained
FREE OF CHARGE as a Club Teacher. Second and subsequent
bookings from the same club can be made at £102 each.
The course content will include how to teach bridge, what to
teach and a short teaching practice. Entries may only be booked by
the registered secretary of the affiliated club. Courses are restricted
to 12 people per course and may well fill before the magazine goes
to press.
Edgware, N. London, June 16-17
Leeds Bridge Club, July 21-22
West Midland Bridge Club, Solihull, August 18-19
Farnham, Surrey, August 25-26
Stamford Bridge Club, Lincs, September 1-2
For details ( 01296 317217 or email lisa@ebu.co.uk
Any club with permanent premises which would be prepared to
host one of the new courses is asked to contact John Pain at the
EBU: ( 01296 317218 or email john@ebu.co.uk. There are additional concessions available for clubs hosting the courses.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
As a member of the EBU, you can
receive the following benefits:
• HMCA healthcare benefits
• Household Insurance Scheme*
*Details on page 29
• Club Insurance
• Car Hire
• Travel Insurance
Read all about it at www.ebu.co.uk –
click on Membership Benefits in the righthand-side menu on the home page.
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CLUB DIRECTOR & COUNTY
DIRECTOR TRAINING
COURSES 2012
ESSENTIALS £37
Brighton
Darlington
Aylesbury EBU

Monday 13 August
Saturday 8 September
Wednesday 17 October

BOOK RULINGS £41
Billericay
Brighton £42
Darlington £42
Aylesbury EBU £42

Sunday 17 June
Tuesday 14 August
Saturday 17 November
Wednesday 21 November

JUDGMENT RULINGS £41
Eastbourne
Enfield
Ashby de la Zouch (L)
Ilkley
Billericay
Brighton £42
Aylesbury EBU £42
Darlington £42

Saturday 9 June
Sunday 10 June
Saturday 16 June
Saturday 23 June
Sunday 5 August
Wednesday 15 August
Wednesday 12 December
Saturday 23 February 2013

ASSESSMENT £46
Basingstoke
Bristol
Eastbourne
Ilkley
Enfield
Ashby de la Zouch (L)
Brighton £47
Billericay £47
Aylesbury EBU £47
Darlington £47

Saturday 9 June
Saturday 23 June
Saturday 14 July
Saturday 14 July
Sunday 15 July
Saturday 21 July
Thursday 16 August
Sunday 16 September
Wednesday 16 January 2013
Saturday 27 April 2013

(L) = Lunch available

COUNTY TD AND COUNTY REFRESHER COURSE
15-16 September 2012
£165 for one night full board + all course fees
Hilton Hotel, Coventry
This is for county nominees, anyone who has passed
the club TD course with distinction.
The Refresher Course is for anyone who has previously
been on the County Course.

For further information, or to register for a course

( 01296 317203 or email peter@ebu.co.uk
CONCESSIONS FOR AFFILIATED CLUBS
Under the Universal Membership scheme affiliated clubs are
invited to send a second club member to a TD course FREE OF
CHARGE where the club sends a full paying member to any of
the club TD courses. The offer is on a ‘like for like’ basis – so
when a club books a place (from one to four courses) it
receives the equivalent free for another member of the same
club. To take advantage of the scheme both the paying member
and the free member must be booked at the same time and the
booking must be made by the registered secretary of the club.
(Please note this scheme does not include the County
Director or County Refresher courses held annually, nor the
County Preparation day course.)
www.ebu.co.uk

Ask Jeremy

by Jeremy Dhondy

Alerts, Hesitations and Other Issues
Email your questions to Jeremy Dhondy at ebuproblems@btopenworld.com
or write to the editor, Elena Jeronimidis, at 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR.
Please include your name and address even if writing by email.

JUNE RETTER says: I understood
that Long Suit Trial Bids did not have
to be alerted. However, my partner
last evening insisted that I was wrong.

You are correct. A suit that contains three
or more cards is not alertable.
You can now have the pleasure of telling
your partner he (if it was a he) was wrong
and owes you a large gin and tonic for
insisting, wrongly, that you were wrong.
Should he wish to further debate the
point then bet him £30 and then point
him to Section 5G3i of the Orange Book,
page 29 (available on the EBU website).

ALAN COOKE reports: I protected
(after previously passing) with a takeout double when our opponents had
subsided in 2´. The auction went:
1t
2´

Pass
Pass

1´
Pass

Pass
?

I doubled but this was disallowed
because my partner had hesitated. My
argument that on the bidding my
partner was marked with quite a few
points anyway was rejected.

A director should not disallow this
automatically. If you had a marginal hand
it is likely to be disallowed but if you had a
clear-cut action I see no reason why you
should not take it. Maybe you could
explain to partner away from the table the
problems caused if he acts out of tempo.
To give an example, if I held:
´62

™KJ73

t85

® A Q 10 9 3

I would consider it automatic to balance at
pairs on the auction given irrespective of
how long partner had taken.
www.ebu.co.uk

FRANK VICKERS asks: My partner
(West) declarer was in 3™. After seven
tricks the opponents had already won
six tricks. As North was about to lead
his card for trick eight, my partner
claimed the remaining tricks. However
partner failed to announce that he
intended to draw the remaining trump
at the first opportunity. As it happened, there was no card that North
could lead from his hand that would
not be won by West. The opposition
claimed that by not declaring how he
intended to play out the remaining
cards, West forfeited one more trick to
South's outstanding trump resulting in
three down.

If your partner claimed the remainder of
the tricks and there was a trump out, then
there is a reasonable possibility that he has
forgotten this.
Play ceases after the claim and if one
side wishes to dispute the claim the
director is called (you may not say “play
on”). The director applies Law 70A which
says the director should adjudicate any
contested claim as equitably as possible
with any doubtful points resolved against
the claimer.
What this means is that after trick eight
if there is any reasonable way declarer
could have lost another trick such as by
not drawing the trump then he would lose
one further trick (Law 70C covers this
precisely).
a. I would rule three down (it could be
more, under certain circumstances,
depending on the last six cards held).
b. If the opponents not only contested
the claim but sought to rule on it
themselves then I would be warning
them not to do so but to let the
director resolve it.

MIKE LANGSTONE asks: I would
appreciate your guidance on the use
of Michaels Cue-bids. I have it on my
card that the two suits might be 4-4. I
usually only use it for showing the
majors. Recently I was advised that a
rule states it must be a minimum of
5-4. Can I still keep my convention
but call it, say, ‘Modified Michaels’?

There are two issues here. The first is what
you are allowed to play. The relevant section
of the Orange Book is 11N7 which permits
you both to overcall on any two-suiter (each
suit must have at least four cards) and to
continue in the auction any way you
choose. So yes, you can certainly play it.
Michaels Cue-bids are traditionally 5-5
and designed to help you into the auction
with hands of distribution rather than fairly
balanced hands, so personally I don’t think
calling it ‘Modified Michaels’ is a good idea
because anyone looking at your card will
need to ask to establish what the modification is and second it is sufficiently far
from the original to make it almost unrecognisable. Why not just put ‘1®/1t –
(2®/2t) shows at least 4-4- in the majors’
on the card if that is your chosen method?

ALI IMAM asks: Can you please
confirm that playing Precision Club it
is correct to announce a 2® opening
as intermediate, or should one alert?
My confusion comes from the two-way
nature of the bid i.e. either six clubs or
five clubs plus a four-card major.

2® is essentially natural (although as you
say the way some play it there might be a
four-card major with only five clubs). It is
announceable as intermediate.
r
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Stage 2 Conventions

by Neil Rosen

Unassuming Cue-bids
IN THE coming issues I will be introducing
some of the more difficult but nonetheless
extremely useful bidding conventions that
aspiring regular partnerships may wish to
add to their armoury. At the very least it
may make them conversant with these ideas
so that if they happen to be used by the
opponents at the table, then they will be in
a position to grasp exactly what is going on.
Consider the following hand:
You open 1™, there is
a 2® overcall and
partner jumps to 3™.
Do you raise to 4™ or
pass?
If you pass, partner
invariably puts down
Hand A below and you have missed an
easy game. Whereas if you decide to raise
to 4™, partner may well put down Hand B,
where you are doomed to failure . . .
´
™
t
®

A3
AQ75
KJ98
J64

Hand A
´ K754
™ KJ82
t A63
® 32

Hand B
´ Q7
™ KJ862
t Q763
® 32

. . . with the usual comment: ‘I was bidding
on shape, partner!’ We have all been there!
How nice it would be to be able to
describe both of responder’s hand types so
opener does not face such a nasty guess.
Thus the Unassuming Cue-bid (UCB)
becomes so important. In essence if there
is an opening bid followed by an opponent’s
overcall, then a cue-bid of the opponent’s
suit shows a good raise, i.e. Hand A type,
whereas jumping to three of opener’s suit
shows a stretched distributional raise, i.e.
Hand B type, as in the auctions below:
West
North
East
South
1™
2®
3®1
1 UCB, four-card support, 10+ HCP (or a
good 9)
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West
North
East
South
3™1
1™
2®
1 Distributional type raise, 6-9 points with
four-card support and some shape.

following auction:

You will notice that I recommend the use
of UCBs after an opening bid followed by
an overcall. It works in exactly the same
way as if the opponents had doubled
where most people play that 2NT is a good
raise in partner’s suit and jumping to three
of the suit instead is weaker but shapely.
Please note that when showing a good
raise, it is a good raise to three or more, i.e
10+ high-card points rather than just
specifically 10-12 HCP, as is often misunderstood.
The following hand is no longer a
nightmare if playing UCBs:

The last bid is a UCB showing at least
three-card support and 10+ points. Some
people like to think of it as saying: ‘How
good is your overcall?’ Clearly, with a minimum overcall they just return to the suit,
otherwise they describe their hand.
So having heard partner make a UCB,
the duty of the opening bidder / overcaller
is to best describe his hand as follows:

If your partner opens
1t and the opponent
overcalls with 1´, what
would you bid? Most
club players would
either guess to bid 3NT
or 5t, with a few underbidding dramatically with 3t or 4t!
No problem any more with the UCB,
just bid 2´! This shows a good raise to at
least 3t, remember. You can continue
with 3NT next to show both the diamond
raise and the no-trump suitability, thus
accurately being able to explore the best
contract.
When you hear your partner make a
UCB, remember that he is showing at least
a 10-count or so, so you must bid
accordingly.
The confusion that arises when adopting
UCBs as part of your structure is that
previously everyone always assumed that a
bid of the opponents suit was asking for a
stopper for no-trump purposes. That may
still be a valid assumption in some auctions
but simply not as a direct response to an
opening bid or, by agreement, as a response
to partner’s overcall, which is something I
also recommend. For example, in the
´
™
t
®

A5
K62
AQJ73
852

West
1t

North
1™

East
Pass

South
2t

a) Return to the agreed trump suit at
the lowest available level with a minimum hand for his actions so far.
b) Bid a second suit with a nonminimum hand (note the distinction
here where non-minimum rather
than maximum is required).
c) On occasion, jump in the agreed
trump suit either to the three-level or
game, as appropriate.
If you have made an overcall and partner
makes a UCB, then your understanding as
to whether your overcall is minimum
really depends on whether you have
overcalled at the one or two level. The
accepted standards for a two-level overcall
are greater than for a one-level overcall,
with 8-16 points at the one level and 10-16
at the two level being an approximate
guideline. I would like to add here that
two-level overcalls should be treated with
respect and nearly always contain a sixcard suit, most particularly if the suit is a
minor. Having overcalled at the two level,
a minimum would usually be up to about
a 12-count, whereas after a one-level
overcall we usually treat up to about 11 as
a minimum. Full judgement will also
depend on hand shape, good or poor
holdings in the opponent’s suit and of
course experience!
In the modern age of wide-ranging
overcalls, it is essential to use UCBs to
www.ebu.co.uk

avoid getting too high all the time!

To Summarise
1. A UCB applies after an opening bid,
followed by an opponent’s overcall; it
shows four-card support and 10+ (a
good quality 9-count will also
suffice).
2. It also applies if we make an overcall.
Clearly three-card support is all that
is necessary since partner’s overcall
always guarantees a minimum of five
cards.
3. UCBs also apply after we open and
the opponents make a jump overcall.
Hence 1® – (2´) – 3´ is a UCB etc.
4. By describing your ‘real values’ with a
UCB, then if the auction becomes
competitive at higher levels, partner
has a much greater chance of deciding whether to bid on as a sacrifice,
double or just defend.
5. Good partnerships actually welcome
the opponents making an overcall,
because it allows for greater clarity of
description than can happen in
uncontested auctions.
6. Finally, whilst most people when
adopting UCBs recognise when and
how to use the UCB itself, it is in fact
the very useful shapely jump bids
that are often missed. Thus, holding:

´
™
t
®

7652
K62
3
QJ874

If the auction starts 1® from partner
followed by an overcall at the one
level, don’t be afraid to jump to 3®. It
will put maximum pressure on the
opponents but will be recognised by
partner as showing fewer values than
using a UCB.
UCBs are in no way as complex as some
people misguidedly think. They allow for
much greater accuracy in competitive
auctions and are in my opinion a ‘must’.

What if Your Hand is
Not Suitable for a UCB
When Partner Has Overcalled?
One more subject that lends itself to discussion is how to respond to partner’s
overcall when you do not have a fit for his
suit, so making a UCB inappropriate.
www.ebu.co.uk

The standard approach is to bid as follows:
a) A new suit is ‘constructive’ but not
forcing, denying a primary fit for
partner’s suit otherwise you would
have used a UCB. A normal guideline
is to need at least 10 HCPs and a fivecard suit to do this, though some
leeway is allowed at the one level to
do it on less. Please do not bid
because ‘you do not like partner’s
suit’ without real values as all you are
doing is making matters potentially
worse not better! By partnership
choice some play a change of suit as a
one-round force, though I myself do
not play it that way. After:
LHO
1t

Partner RHO
1´
Pass

You
?

I would bid 2® with the hand below:

´
™
t
®

76
A52
32
KQJ874

. . . knowing that partner will bid
again if he has extra values (or even a
sixth spade) but also knowing that by
my failure to use a UCB he will know
that I will not hold three-card
support for the overcalled suit.
b) Bidding no-trumps shows a stopper
in the opponent’s suit and reasonable
values:
1NT = 8-11 HCPs approx.
2NT = 12-14 HCPs approx.
3NT = 15+ HCPs.
These can clearly vary by partnership
arrangement.
c) Jumping in a new suit is natural and
forcing; at least a good five-card suit
and 15-16+ HCPs is normal for this
action.
In the modern arena some regular
partnerships choose to play ‘fitshowing jumps’ but that is a topic for
another day!

CAPTION
COMPETITION

You should only stop for ten seconds!
THE winner of our April competition,
with the caption above, is June Booty
of Wokingham, Berks, who will receive
an elegant bridge mug from our
sponsors, Bridge and Golf Gifts Direct
(see page 9). Other excellent captions
were: After a tense last board, the ladies
team was more than keen to know what
was going on in the closed room (James
Bentley, Oxford); The Director has called
the move! (Doc Lacey, Hawstead);
HELD! (Dave Bryan, Upton Chester);
Control-showing queue-biddies (Gaynor
Wiseman, Exmouth); The obligatory
hold-up (Phil Reid, Sheffield); That's
taken care of the tea break then (Robbie
Roberson, Lingwood); Slowness in
making a call may make you very
unpopular (Michael Wilkes, Hatfield);
and A triple squeeze (Marco Alcalay,
Eltham).
The cartoon for our new competition
is below. Please send your bridgy
captions (multiple entries accepted) to
the Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh
Road, Reading RG1 5LR or by e-mail to
elena@ebu.co.uk not later than 20th June
2012. Don’t forget to include your full

postal address!

Note

This series is for budding
tournament players. Let us know
which conventions you would
like Neil Rosen to cover.
r

Sponsored by Bridge
& Golf Gifts Direct
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Prize Leads Quiz

by Alan Mould

Answers to April Problems
Hand 1
´ 972
™ K J 10 3
t AQ64
® 87

West

North

East

Pass
Pass

1NT
2´

Pass
All Pass

South
1´
2™

Pick your lead out of: (a) a spade; (b) ™J;
(c) t4; (d) ®8.
(a) A spade: 10 marks. Declarer has four
hearts and dummy prefers spades to
hearts. With your hearts the last thing you
want to see is heart ruffs, so a course of
teeth extraction is in order.
(b)™J: 1 mark. It is almost impossible to
see how this can gain.
(c) t4: 2 marks. Again it is very difficult
to see how this can gain, particularly with
most of the strength on your right.
(d) ®8: 7 marks. In my view, the only
realistic alternative to a trump. Partner has
some values, so you may be able to get a
ruff. However, with declarer having at least

nine major-suit cards, you are going to
need to find him with, say, a 5-4-1-3 shape
for this to work.

tricks before discards on the clubs are
coming. However, it can easily cost a trick,
and is too dangerous in my opinion.

HHHHH

(d) ®5: 1 mark. Exactly why are you
leading this singleton? Unless the opponents have gone completely nuts, partner
has nothing at all, so how on earth will he
get in to give you a ruff?

Hand 2
´ AQJ74
™ A52
t KQ73
® 5

West
North
1´
Dble
Pass
3™
All Pass

East
Pass
Pass

HHHHH

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´A; (b) ™2;
(c) tK; (d) ®5.
(a) ´A: 2 marks. Essentially this is playing
partner for a singleton. But how likely is
that on this bidding?
(b) ™2: 10 marks. This gives nothing away
and at the same time may cut down ruffs,
and is the indicated lead. I prefer this to
the ™A as you retain control.
(c) tK: 6 marks. This lead will work if it is
necessary to set up one or more diamond

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master:

Open:

James Bentley,
Oxford

Nigel Osmer,
Ringmer,
East Sussex

Sponsored by
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Regional:

Hand 3
´ J 10 9 2
™ 542
t J 10 9 4
® J 10

South
2™
4™

Bomi Kavarana,
Tadworth,
Surrey

West

North

Pass
2™
All Pass

East
3t

South
1™
3™

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´J; (b) a heart;
(c) tJ; (d) ®J.
(a) ´J: 6 marks. This combines safety with
helping to set up tricks. On the other
hand, partner did not double 2™, so may
not have great spades.
(b) A heart: 4 marks. Yes, it might be a
good idea to lead trumps, but how many
times are you going to be able to do it? You
may well be removing partner’s valuable
exit cards as well.
(c) tJ: 2 marks. It is rare you get shouted
at for leading partner’s suit, so this tends
to be a default lead. But does it make sense
here? Partner will have six diamonds
almost always, in which case no tricks can
be set up.
(d) ®J: 10 marks. This would be my
choice. It combines at attempt to set up
tricks in partner’s hand with the opportunity of a ruff.
www.ebu.co.uk

New Prize Leads Quiz
OPENING leads are often subjective and
virtually any opening lead can be successful
some of the time. However, bridge is in
many ways a game of percentages and
therefore certain leads will gain more often
than others. In each issue you will be given
three hands and the bidding on each, and
you are asked to choose your opening leads
from those proposed by our Quizmaster.
Answers will be in the next issue. In each
problem you are on lead as West.

THIS MONTH’S QUIZ

www.piatnik.co.uk
( 020 8661 8866

West

North

East
Pass

South
1´
2®

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´K; (b) ™5; (c)
t2; (d) ®3.
HHHHH

There are three categories in our
competition: up to and including Master;
up to and including Regional Master;
and those with higher ranking. Please
indicate on the top left-hand corner of
the envelope, or in the e-mail subject
line, the category for which you are
entering. The first correct entry in each
category out of a hat will win the
prize. The Editor’s decision is final.

West
North
4™
Dble1
All Pass
1 Take-out

Please make sure you include your full
postal address AND rank
even if entering by e-mail and/or
you have entered before!
www.ebu.co.uk

Wroxton St Mary, Banbury,
Oxfordshire OX15 6QB
( 01295 730777 (ref. 37501)

Bridge fees: £40 per person

South
4´

Pick your lead out of: (a) a spade; (b)
™A; (c) tK; (d) ®8.
HHHHH

Four sessions of bridge plus two
days half-board at this charming
country house hotel.
The event starts with dinner on
Friday evening at 6.15pm followed
by the first session of bridge. A
bridge lesson on Saturday morning
followed by bridge in the afternoon and evening with dinner.
Finally, on Sunday, a Swiss Pairs
event with a break for a light
lunch. The event finishes around
3.30pm.

ENTRIES LIMITED TO 36 PEOPLE
(RESIDENTS ONLY)
Hand 3
´ KQ3
™ 83
t A9843
® K52

Entries to the Editor,
23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR,
or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk

by 20th June 2012.

East
Pass

Wroxton House Hotel

The hotel package is £167 per person
(£139.90 per person sharing).
Make reservations directly
with the hotel.

Hand 2
´ 53
™ A Q 10 9 7 5 3 2
t K6
® 8

This elegant twin-pack of Piatnik playing
cards (‘Picasso’) is the prize on offer this
month.
For information on the new Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk

REALLY EASY
AUTUMN
BREAK

Hand 1
´ K4
™ Q95
t J542
® KJ43

Pass
1NT
All Pass
makers of playing cards since 1824

26 – 28 October 2012

West
1NT
Pass
1 Majors;

North
2®1
Pass
2 Values;

East
South
Dble2
2™
Dble3
All Pass
3 Penalties.

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´K; (b) a heart;
(c) tA; (d) ®2.

Suitable for the more
experienced novice with up to
about 5 years experience.

Entries & enquiries to
EBU Competitions
Department
( 01296 317 203 / 219
or e-mail comps@ebu.co.uk

www.ebu.co.uk
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Ask Heather

by Heather Dhondy

Stick to Basic Principles
NISHAT CHISHTI writes: The bidding
on the following deal has confused me
and I am not entirely convinced by
my partner’s reasoning. Our opponents were vulnerable, we were not.
´
™
t
®

A9652
A 10 2
Q764
8

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

West

North

2´

Pass

East
1®
?

Q J 10 4
K9
K J 10
K 10 9 5
South
1NT

I thought that with a reasonable hand
partner would double and that his 2´
bid showed a weak hand with long
spades so I didn’t see a game and
passed, thus missing a making 4´ contract. However, partner says his hand
was not worth a double and that I
should have raised to 3´, which in
turn he would have raised to 4´

After a 1NT intervention by the opponents, a new suit at the two-level is nonforcing, and showing typically a six-card
suit and fewer than 10 points. I would also
have passed 2´ with your hand. I agree
with you that your partner should have
doubled the 1NT bid, and it seems likely
that you will reach game if he does so.

RD ASKS: What should West open on
this hand playing Benji Acol?
´
™
t
®

Void
862
A K Q 10 9 4 3 2
A5

According to the current rules, the West
hand qualifies for a strong 2® opening bid
as it has eight clear-cut tricks and the
28
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values normally associated with a onelevel opening bid. However, the fact that it
is legally permissible doesn’t make it the
correct opening bid. A strong two-level
opening bid should be a hand of defensive
power and quality, which implies a fair
amount of strength outside your main
suit. Here, with just the ace of clubs
outside, your hand does not have the
required strength. Open 1t.

JOHN FRENCH writes: After LHO
deals, opens 1™, and is raised preemptively to 4™, at pairs what is best
current practice for fourth player with
these several shapes, each crying out
for action at the prevailing vulnerability:
A. Three-suiter (short hearts) including 4+ spades;
B. Three-suiter (short hearts) with
only three good spades (e.g .
A-K-10);
C. Various two-suiters (not hearts);
D. Flattish with penalty possibilities?
How does best practice differ when
the majors are swapped, i.e. after 1´ –
4´? And at teams?

A pre-emptive raise to four of a major is a
powerful destructive weapon that will
often give the hand in fourth seat an
unenviable problem.
On grounds of frequency, it is best to
play a double for take-out (there is no
room for such luxury as defining whether
there are three or four cards in an unbid
major here). This covers options A and B
above, and means that the hand with
balanced points, D, has to pass, and
possibly give up on the chance of what
may be a lucrative penalty. This allows for
better definition, and a clearer understanding of what partner is expected to do
opposite.
The two-suited problem does differ
according to which major the opponents

have opened in. If the auction is 1´ – 4´,
then 4NT is used to show any two-suiter.
Note that this is a strong bid and not a save:
when the opponents have pre-empted
(including making a pre-emptive raise)
our bidding in defence is assumed to be
sound. When they have bid 1™ – 4™,
however, 4NT would tend to show the
minors, since with spades and a minor you
should choose to overcall 4´ in case 4NT
leaves you one level too high.
I can’t see a reason to change your basic
approach according to the form of scoring,
although you might treat marginal hands
differently both in fourth seat, and in
response to the take-out double.

A MEMBER (name and address supplied) writes: Please advise! I opened
1NT; partner bid 2® (Stayman); I responded 2t; partner now bid 2™ and I
announced this as transfer to spades,
whereas it turned out that partner
wanted to play in hearts. The director
was called by the opponents and she
ruled that I cannot use both conventions at the same time. Is that right?

It is very important to fully understand
conventions that you wish to use in competition. If you do not, you may find
yourself in this position again where one
member of the partnership thinks something different from the other. Whilst it is
not against the rules to play your sequence
(1NT – 2® – 2t – 2™) as a transfer, it has
no merit either. It sounds as though your
partner was weak with both majors, and,
having found no four-card major in your
hand, now wanted to play in his/her
longer major. If you use transfers in this
sequence you will not be able to play in
2™ – which is a disadvantage.
My advice is: stick to playing Stayman
and transfers directly over 1NT and 2NT
opening bids, and try not to overcomplicate your system.
r
www.ebu.co.uk
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OF EVENTS

n JUNE 2012
than in a weak field.
I’ve achieved some good results
when playing in a club which is
not affiliated to the EBU. Will
these results count now or in the
future?
No. Neither your good nor bad
results will count. Only results
achieved in EBU and county
competitions or EBU affiliated
club results will count towards
your NGS grade.

FAQ
My numeric grade is 53.72%.
What does this mean?
This is the NGS estimate of the
score you would achieve if you
played with another player of
equal skill. These grades are
then turned into a grade represented by a card, so you
might, for example, with the
grade above be a ‘10’.
What does ‘Grade Mature’ mean?
It means your grade is based on
having played 1000+ boards.
Quite a few grades appear with a
grey bar and the letter ‘E’ after
them. What does this mean?
If you have played under 300
boards your grade does not appear. If you have played 300-999
then it appears as E for Evolving.
Will my grade change over time?
Almost certainly. If you score
above par then it will increase, if
below it will decrease. Par is established by taking the average of
your grade and your partner’s,
and then looking at the grades of
your opponents. A score of 55%
in a strong field is ‘worth’ more

Are all grades published?
No. Your grade will not be
published until you have played
more than 300 boards although
it will be used for calculations.
In addition you may request for
your grade not to be published
(although calculations will still
be made using your data). You
can do this via your members
area.
Can I opt out of my score counting when playing with a weak
player?
No. The only exception to this is
that a player acting as a host or
mentor for a club session may
opt in advance not to have his/
her score counting. This is
limited to one pair, and is for the
club to decide.
Is this system a disincentive to
play with a weak player?
No. If your partner is a weaker
player than you (as all are, of
course), then his percentage will
be lower and therefore the score
you need to achieve par will be
lower. If you have a good score
with him, then your grade is
more likely to improve than if
you play with a strong player.
For more questions and answers
see www.ebu.co.uk/ngs/faq.htm

JOHN ARMSTRONG
AWARD
NOMINATIONS for this award, which celebrates
John Armstrong’s sportsmanship and contribution
to bridge, are invited.
Please email paul@paulhackett.org

www.ebu.co.uk

EBU
MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS
The full list is on page 22.
In the last issue we outlined
benefits in conjunction with
HMCA. This time it is
Osbornes Insurance Brokers
who tell us
what they have to offer.
For members of the English
Bridge Union, Osbornes will
individually tailor every policy
and choose the most suitable
insurance from over 120 quality
insurers that they deal with.
Osbornes Insurances Oxford
Ltd have been the brokers of
the English Bridge Union and
operated the Bridge Club
scheme for over 25 years and
are a name that can be trusted.
HOUSEHOLD INSURANCE
Osbornes will find the best
value-for-money policy and
then discount the premium by
10% in the first year and 5% at
renewal.
This is for standard
household and for holiday
homes, second homes, let
properties, non-standard construction (thatch, wattle and
daub etc), listed buildings and
high value properties and
contents.
BUSINESS INSURANCES
Osbornes will offer 5% off any
commercial policy premium
(except cars and vans, unless a
fleet) of a member of the
English Bridge Union or that
member’s business after assessing individually the cover
required.
There is such a thing as a free
lunch: if Osbornes cannot beat
the existing business premium
(only on policies over £500
premium) or cover, they will
pay £50 for you to have a free
lunch on us.
Visit our website: www.
osbornesins.co.uk

1-2
2-4

WBF Sims, Clubs
Spring Bank Holiday Congress
Bournemouth
9-10
Yorkshire Congress
12-23
51st European Teams
Championships, Dublin
16-17
Pachabo Cup, Hinckley
16-17
Oxfordshire Congress
23
Northants GP Swiss Pairs
23
Garden Cities National Final
Solihull
23-24
Berks & Bucks GP Weekend
24
Bedford GP Teams
24
Sussex GP Swiss Pairs
24
Dorset GP Swiss Teams
24
Cumbria GP Swiss Teams
29-1 Jul English Riviera Congress
Torquay

n JULY 2012
1-6

European Youth Pairs
Vejle, Denmark
6-8
Summer Seniors Congress
Eastbourne
8
National County Leagues Finals
West Midlands BC
21-22
Essex/Herts GP Weekend
21-22
Notts GP Weekend
21-22
Gloucester/Hereford
GP Weekend
22
Sussex GP Swiss Teams
22
Dorset GP Swiss Teams
22
Manchester GP teams
25-5 Aug World Junior Championships
Tai Cang City, China
26-29
Scarborough Summer Festival
30-3 Aug British Sims, Clubs

n AUGUST 2012
10-19
13-15
14-16
13-16
24-26

Brighton Summer Congress
Hilton Metropole
Brighton Really Easy Congress
Hilton Metropole
Brighton Next Step Congress
Hilton Metropole
Brighton Seniors Congress
Hilton Metropole
Junior Teach In
Loughborough University

n SEPTEMBER 2012
1-2
7-9
10-14
15-16
21-30
22-23
29-30
29-30
30
30
30

National Women's Teams
West Midlands BC, Solihull
Isle of Man Congress
EBU Autumn Sim Pairs, Clubs
Bedford Congress
Guernsey Congress
Premier League ( 1st w/e)
Richmond/Young Chelsea
Surrey GP Weekend
Derbyshire GP Weekend
EMBA, Spondon
Herts GP Swiss Teams
Wodson Park, Ware
Westmorland GP Event
Cornwall GP Swiss Teams
Wadebridge

n OCTOBER 2012
5-7
6-7
6-7
6-7
8-12
10-16
19-21

West of England Congress
Weston-super-Mare
Great Northern Swiss Pairs
Hilton Leeds City Hotel
Felixstowe Congress
Premier League (reserve w/e)
British Sims Clubs
Overseas Congress
Marmaris, Turkey
Autumn Congress
Stratford-upon-Avon
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EBU News
GOOD LUCK TO OUR TEAMS AT THE EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
A short introduction to our representative teams by Elena Jeronimidis and Nick Smith

Allfrey

Robson

Crouch

Patterson

Forrester

Gold

Green
30

WOMEN’S TEAM

The 51st European Bridge Team Championships will
be played in Dublin on June 12 – 23 (watch them on
BBO!). They will serve as a gruelling qualifier for
next year’s World Teams Championships. The teams
playing in Dublin will also represent England at
the 2nd World Mind Sports Games that will
take place in Lille, France, August 9 – 23.

Heather Dhondy – Nevena Senior, Nicola Smith –
Sally Brock, Susan Stockdale – Fiona Brown; NPC:
Jeremy Dhondy; coach: David Burn.
Our Women’s Team is one of the strongest in
the world, with several world titles under the
senior members’ belts. Heather Dhondy,
OPEN TEAM
Nevena Senior, Nicola Smith and Sally Brock
are all bridge professionals, though Sally also
Alexander Allfrey – Andrew Robson, Peter
works as a typesetter. Susan Stockdale works as
Crouch – Derek Patterson, Tony Forrester –
a director of a company that markets and disDavid Gold; NPC: Simon Cope; coach: Ben
Cope
tributes products to the animal healthcare
Green.
sector; Fiona Brown works in a pharmacy.
As the bridge correspondent for the Times, English
Our women have a team ritual: they don’t sit at the
Bridge columnist, and sought-after bridge teacher and
bridge table before putting on a few drops of lavender
lecturer, Andrew Robson needs no introduction (but
oil to keep the bad spirits away. Nevena admits to sevyou can read his profile on page 41). His partner,
eral superstitions, the main one being that she wears
Alexander Allfrey, has enjoyed a meteoric rise in
the same jewellery at major events, and only
English bridge over the last few years. He is a
changes it if a match is lost. Susan and Fiona
part-time psychotherapist, occasional bridge
rely on routines rather than rituals in order to
teacher, now running a village shop in Dorset
keep focused: listening to music, going for a
where he lives with his wife and four sons.
walk or a run, or even feeding the ducks (if a
Peter Crouch and Derek Patterson’s years
pond is nearby) before play starts. And Susan
of hard work on their system has paid off with
drinks plenty of water during matches to avoid
some spectacular results in recent years. Peter
getting dehydrated.
J. Dhondy
works as Finance Director of a city Fund
Jeremy Dhondy suffers from Captain’s
Management company as well as doing consultancy
OCD: after putting the line-up into the electronic
work. Derek is a bridge professional, running the
system, he checks it about five times, to make sure it’s
Chislehurst Bridge Club.
what was wanted. ‘Then,’ he says, ‘more neurosis in
Telegraph bridge correspondent and most-capped
checking the players actually sit the way they are supEngland player, Tony Forrester is another England
posed to at the start of the match.’ He also ensures he
star who needs little introduction. He is the only
knows each player’s hotel room number in case he
member of the team to admit to a little superstineeds to go and get them should they not turn up
tion: he has a lucky pen that he takes with him
in time. Coach David Burn, a bridge profesto all big bridge events. His current partner,
sional, is unflappable!
David Gold, was not even born when Tony
first started dominating the English game.
SENIORS’ TEAM
David is now a full-time bridge professional
Paul Hackett – Tony Waterlow, Gunnar
with several major international successes to
Hallberg – John Holland, David Price –
his name, and has a strict health routine at
Cochemé
Colin Simpson; NPC: Simon Cochemé.
major events: he drinks little or no alcohol,
The new boy on the block is Tony Waterlow, a retired
and eats lots of bananas to keep going.
Simon Cope (the young bridge pro who acted as accountant. He brings a European Pairs silver medal to
coach to the team that won silver at the first Mind the team’s trophy cabinet, which includes two world
Sports Games in Beijing in 2008) will be picking up Seniors gold medals. All the other players in the team
the reins as non-playing captain. Ben Green, a are bridge professionals.
Since retiring from IBM, Simon Cochemé has spent
Management Consultant and bridge professional, will
add his bridge nous to a team that in 2011 won the much of his time on bridge, writing, organising events
Premier League in style, and also reached the final of and working on committees. The Seniors’ NPC role in
Dublin will be a new experience.
r
the Gold Cup.

Hackett
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Waterlow

Hallberg

Holland

Price

Simpson

H. Dhondy

Senior

Smith

Brock

Stockdale

Brown

Burn
www.ebu.co.uk

Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful
lessons to be learned from them. See
how your efforts compare with the
experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful
lessons to be learned from them. See
how your efforts compare with the
experts’ bidding.

June 2012
WEST HANDS

June 2012
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. Game All
Dealer West
(Thomson)
2. N/S Game
Dealer East
(Robinson)

´
™
t
®

J9432
A 10 2
KQ
Q 10 7

1. Game All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

QJ9
AK75
QJ76
J4

2. N/S Game
Dealer East

(Newman)

(de Livera)

´ AKQ6
™ 2
t 10 7 4 2
(Bertens)
® AJ83
*North passes, South bids 4™

5. Game All
Dealer East
(Szots)
6. Love All
Dealer West
(Susan Stockdale)

´
™
t
®

QJ9
A
AKJ854
K 10 4

4. E/W Game
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

A65
52
AK7
KQJ93

5. Game All
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

AQ876
Q972
Void
K643

6. Love All
Dealer West

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 36-37

´
™
t
®

A43
Void
A K 10 9 4 3
A653

3. E/W Game
Dealer North

(Roussel)

(Dumbovich)

(Fiona Brown)

$

(Laffineur)

K86
Q65
A987
K83

´ 10 5 3 2
™ 10 9
t KQJ98
(Westra)
®65
*North passes, South bids 4™

3. E/W Game
Dealer North

4. E/W Game
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

10 4
QJ654
9
QJ963

´
™
t
®

10 2
A K Q 10 8
Q J 10 9 4
5

´
™
t
®

K
K J 10
KQ86
AQ985

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 36-37

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

EBU SHOP OFFERS

EBU SHOP OFFERS

EBU 0003
Curtain Cards

EBU 0051 Superluxe
Playing Cards

£20 per 1000
or £10 per 500
N, S, E, W Perforated
£13.50 per dozen
(6 black- and 6 red-back packs)

Bridge Partner
Compact Bidding Set

Bridge Partner
Wallets

Sets of 1-32 (no space for travellers)
£26 – Limited stock at this price!
Red, black, orange and blue

( 01296 397851 / 317200

( 01296 397851 / 317200

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p,
but include VAT.

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p,
but include VAT.

Offers end 30th June 2012.

$

Available in Red, Green, Black,
Bordeaux and (NEW) Light Grey
£17.50 per set of 4

Offers end 30th June 2012.

Erratum
THOUGH Stamford Bridge
Club must be congratulated
for setting up their new
premises, it cannot, I am
afraid, lay claim to being the
only purpose-built bridge club
in England as Stratford-uponAvon Bridge Club built their
own dedicated premises thirty
years ago in 1982. The decision to do this was made
largely through the efforts of
Max Bavin, Chief Tournament
Director of both the English
Bridge Union and the World
Bridge Federation who, at the
time, was a committee member of the club and was instrumental in recommending that
ownership was far preferable
to renting.
A booklet, The Story So Far,
written by Ron Thomas, with
contributions from several
other long-standing members,
reveals that 0.2 acres of land
was acquired by the club from
Warwickshire County Council
for £5,000. Building work then
brought the total cost to
£55,647 which was raised from
the club’s finances and through
local fund-raising efforts.
Facilities included room for
twenty tables (later expanded
to cater for a further eighttable match-room), office, bar
area, kitchen, toilets, and a car
park which can cater for up to
25 cars.
After completing a £75,000
refurbishment program in
2011 the club’s thriving 340+
membership can enjoy playing
in exceptionally comfortable
surroundings which include
an up-to-date heating and airconditioning system plus new
lighting and decor.
John Peace,
Stratford-upon-Avon BC

THE APRIL DEBATE
Thank you for your votes and
comments. The debate on
Intermediate vs Weak Jump
Overcalls resulted in a draw.

www.ebu.co.uk

New-style Bidding Boxes
I READ with interest about the
new idea in bidding boxes – the
idea of having just one box on
the table which would be used
by all four players, thus
eliminating the possibility of
underbidding and, at the same
time, creating a little more
space at the table.
I would like to say that, from
a personal point of view, I hope
the idea of such a box never gets
off the ground! There is a
huge – and, sadly, everincreasing – number of players
who insist on putting their
bidding cards down on the
table with a god-almighty slap,
created by holding the edge of
the card and letting it go very
audibly. This has resulted in the
cards themselves ending up in a
disgusting state – like a set of
miniature cardboard boom erangs, the corners of which are
absolutely filthy. This has
resulted in my buying my own
bidding box, which I take with
me wherever I play. It has
resulted in several witty (for
want of a better word) comments, but at least I am using
clean, creaseless cards when I
bid.
Is it possible that other
bridge players around the
country have their own good
reasons for not wanting to see
this innovation?
Name and address supplied
I AM absolutely certain that the
new style bidding boxes have to
be first used on April 1st.
Ruth Daintree, Whitefield
I ALWAYS enjoy receiving the
April edition of English Bridge
because it usually has a piece
centered around the first of that
month. When perusing this
year’s, I initially thought I was
spoilt for choice, particularly
reading Bridge with a Twist by
Simon Cochemé, but the question and answer session was of
such a serious nature it couldn’t
possibly be that. So I read and
re-read the magazine from

cover to cover and, I must
admit, you have me baffled this
time.
Whilst writing I wondered if
I could put an early order in for
the new bidding boxes? They
look a cracking idea to me. It
doesn’t say but I assume they
come with a built in reservoir of
anti-germ gel for people to rub
onto their fingers before passing it around, as handling is a
proven way to catch all sort of
things. Ian Payn gives one of the
advantages for this type of box
as being impossible to make an
insufficient bid. This is a bad
idea because this is one of the
better ways of livening up an
auction. Perhaps we could have
two of each bid so that the next
player has a choice of bidding
insufficiently if he thinks it will
be an advantage.
I only wish you could have
given me a little more notice so
that I could have sold my existing bidding boxes on eBay
before they become redundant.
The only problem I can see is
in tournaments where screens
are used. This means that
bridge teachers will have to add
to their already onerous tasks of
teaching students how to throw
and, of course, catch the boxes
when they are thrown over the
screen, and to do it without
breaking them. In time, as well
as extra points for honours we
shall have a bonus called ‘One
For His Lob.’
John Bowness, by email
COULD I offer my congratulations on the excellent April
Fool, regarding a single bidding
box per table. It struck just the
right note of being plausible
and then you get drawn in
won dering how many pass
cards would be required and
whether you would have to
lunge across to grab the alert
card . . . and then the penny
drops. Nice one.
Brian Dorey, Newent
Simon Cochemé takes a bow!

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Send your letters to the
Editor,
Elena Jeronimidis, 23 Erleigh
Road, Reading RG1 5LR, or e?
mail elena@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal
address)
The editor reserves the right

Prices
A NEW hairstyle for Matron
for £15! (April 2012 Bridge at
Cholmeley School article)
Not here in Kent or Sussex
where one would expect to pay
£50 or more. Or is David Bird
being ironic?
Dianne Alexander, Kilndown
David Bird replies: The Cholmeley
School stories are meant to be set
in the 1960s (the time of my
schooldays), although I do not
spell it out particularly. It is hinted
at by the use of boys’ surnames by
the masters and the wearing of
gowns. I am currently writing a
second book of these stories. The
one you mention is featured in the
book and it occurred to me that
£15 would be too much for a hair
styling in the 1960s. I changed it to
7 pounds and 15 shillings!

Manners
WHERE do the EBU stand on
‘personal freshness’ as a part
of BB@B? We recently had to
put up with 32 boards in a
match where an opponent was
seriously lacking in the basics
of personal hygiene.
Tim Cook, by email
Ian Payn, Chair of the Tournament
Committee, replies: Unfortunately
this isn't a matter of legislation, but
poor hygiene is no more acceptable
at the bridge table than it is in
other walks of life, and the only
way to deal with it is to grasp the
nettle and complain to the offender as tactfully as possible.
‹
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LETTERS CONTINUED from page 33

A Problem for Alan Mould
I ENJOYED Tom Townsend’s
report of the Premier League
(February issue). On the second
hand, Crouch-Patterson got to
6t after Patterson had opened
1´ (Precision) and shown 5-5
in spades and diamonds with
two aces. Crouch had just used
a series of asking bids to
establish this, so Graham
Osborne had a ‘blind lead’
from:
´8 6 ™8 6 5 3 t10 ®K 9 8 7 6 3

Osborne led a heart and now
the contract could make.
Suppose Alan Mould had set
the East hand as one of his
lead problems; what marks
would he have given to these
choices: ™6, ´6, ®7, ®K?
Keith George, by email
Alan Mould replies: Relay systems
have their positive and negative
features, but there is no doubt,
however, that knowing nothing
at all about one hand makes the
opening lead much more difficult,
and if the relayer happens to be
declarer the subsequent defence
as well. However, there are often
clues available from the auction
which Derek Patterson has kindly
supplied to me with annotations:
Patterson
1´1
2NT3
4®5
5®7
1
2

3
4

5
6
7

Crouch
2®2
3t4
4™6
6t

Five-card major, limited to 15
points (we open light often)
Artificial; forcing to game,
usually either (i) balanced(ish)
or (ii) a long minor
5+ spades and 5+ diamonds.
Natural, but Peter could have
bid 3® as a further relay
which would have asked for
shortage and then bid RKCB
over that
Cue-bid (co-operating in a
slam exploration)
RKCB for diamonds
2 Key cards but not the queen
of diamonds

So what are we to make of the
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auction and our lead?
We know nothing of declarer’s
hand but we do know that he
chose not to relay for shortage but
seems to have been sufficiently
pleased to hear a 4® cue-bid that
he Blackwooded his way to slam.
This suggests that he was worried
about clubs (possibly with two
plus losers) whereas he wasn’t
worried about hearts. On the
other hand partner had two
opportunities to double club bids
and chose not to. But would
partner necessarily double with,
say, ®Q? We are also sure that
partner has one key card.
Having examined the auction
for any inferences, what about our
hand?
It is generally wrong to lead
trumps against small slams and
the singleton trump has no
appeal. Similarly I would discard a
spade lead as being at best passive
and possibly deadly for the
defence. A heart is possible but
needs partner to have a lot in the
suit for it to be correct. Plus
declarer definitely has a control in
the suit and you may well be
leading into strength (as indeed
you were!). It is generally good
practice to lead aggressively
against small slams and normally
a club would be indicated. If the
inference that declarer was
worried about clubs is taken, then
a club is more indicated. On the
other hand having six clubs is bad
news as you need the other clubs
to break 3-2-2 around the table to
have a trick and partner needs the
queen. Nevertheless. I think the
club has it, so I would mark Mr
George’s suggested leads as:
™6: 5 Marks. It could be right but
there are better leads available.
´6: 2 Marks. Way too passive.
®7: 10 Marks. The best lead. You
need two tricks and a club is the
most likely lead to set one of them
up.
®K: 8 Marks. It probably isn’t
going to do any harm, but is, I
think, inferior to the pedestrian
low club. It is dummy that has the
club control and declarer is unlikely to have one.
I would emphasise that these are
my views and others may disagree!

The Debate

Luck

I SIDE with Tom Townsend
because he gives full weight to
the simple overcall – such as
Byrne’s Hand A. Weak Jump
Overcalls have the failing
common to all pre-emptive
bids: if you don’t win the
contract, your hand is an open
book. An IJO is a constructive
bid, made on opening bid
values and a decent six- or
seven-card suit – if you make a
simple overcall instead, you
tell your partner that you lack
these – either one or both of
them – and may simply be
indicating a suitable lead; if
partner is strong, you are not
pre-empting him.
Michael Byrne’s very last
ex am ple:

WITH regard to the letter in
the April magazine headed ‘No
Tweaking’, I can supply a reallife example of the vagaries of
the scoring system.
Some years ago my partner
and I were sitting N/S at a
twenty-table club duplicate.
When the last board was
played, it was passed out. On
looking at the traveller every
E/W pair had bid to a contract
which in every case had failed
to make. So as a result we had
a bottom which we could do
nothing about!
This I feel is an example of
how luck in its various forms
plays a significant part in the
game. Without the ‘Bridge
Gods’ on your side, we mere
mortals will not achieve good
scores. However, there are
players who seem to defy this
and do consistently well anyway.
Harold Grouse, Hucclecote

´K 2 ™K 4 3 t4 3 ®A Q J 9 6 4

suggests he requires a lot of
points for a two-level overcall;
surely one would make it
without the king of spades?
The IJO looks a good route to
3NT to me!
Fleur Waters, by email
I HAVE been playing bridge
(at various standards) for over
fifty years. I started off playing
Intermediate Jump Overcalls
and for 35 years . . . I never
bid! Now I play Weak Jump
Overcalls 4-9 points depending on the vulnerability and I
am bidding at every session I
play in! (A slight exaggeration,
I admit.)
But the point I am making
is obvious . . . Frequency!
For Tom Townsend to quote
successes using Intermediate
Jump Overcalls is well and
good – there is always going to
be the exception to the rule. But
to have success you need
opportunity, and frequency
dictates that there is more
opportunity for success using
Weak Jump Overcalls than
Intermediate Jump Overcalls.
Any failures, I must add,
might be the result of abusing
the system or the rock of distribution.
Raymond Semp, Manchester

NGS
Concerns
I PLAY regularly with three
different strong partners. We
play competitively and do
pretty well. I also play with
a fourth partner with whom I
have played for many years.
This partner is now elderly and
no longer plays as well as in the
past. We enjoy our bridge game
but we are invariably near the
bottom of the results table. I
have no intention of breaking
this partnership.
However, under the NGS, if
I am interested in attaining a
high rating I would have to
drop my fourth partner.
Name and address supplied
That’s not correct. The documentation online states that a strong player
who plays with a weaker player
automatically benefits from a lower
‘target score’ for the boards he plays
with that player. See also page 29 for
answers to some NGS FAQs.
r

www.ebu.co.uk

JUNIOR
TEACH-IN

Club Bidding Quiz
by Julian Pottage

24–26 August 2012
Loughborough University
All levels catered for, from
absolute beginners to junior
experts (ages 7 – 21)

t Arrive

Friday late afternoon to meet
before dinner at 6pm.
t Bridge starts Friday evening, and
continues, with a few breaks to
catch your breath, until Sunday
afternoon (but there’s time on
Saturday afternoon for sporting and
recreational activity, including
tennis, swimming and rounders).
t Lots of tuition and Saturday
evening tournament for all – with
prizes!
t Saturday Midnight ‘Speedball’ event
for the extra keen.
t Opportunities for everyone to join
in with quizzes and leisure activities.
Adults can participate as much or as
little as they wish.
t Finish in good time to get home
early on Sunday evening.

Only £130 per student
Inclusive of all meals,
two nights en suite
accommodation,
activities and bridge fees
Accompanying adults welcome
(£145 each)

Entries & info
( 01296 317217/8
www.ebu.co.uk

Answers to Problems on Page 21
W
Hand 1
´8743
™ A K J 10 7 2
tA6
®Q

N

E
S
Pass 3t

?

3™. You do not want to
let the opponents cut
you out of the bidding.
Even facing a passed
hand, you might make game – and you
want to compete the part-score anyway.
With an imbalance in your holdings in the
majors and a lack of preparedness for a
club bid, you should not make a take-out
double.

Hand 4
´A9
™K875
t J 10 6
®J632

W
N
E
S
Pass Pass 1® 1´
?

Double. If partner opens
one of a minor and the
next hand overcalls one
of a major, double from
you shows four cards in the other major.
The four-card heart suit takes precedence
over the spade stopper; you would have bid
1™ rather than 1NT without the overcall.

W
W
Hand 2
´ 10 5
™ 10 9 2
tAKQ653
® 10 9

N

E
S
1NT Pass

?

3NT. You hope to make
six tricks in your hand.
You can reasonably hope
that partner’s 12 points
(or more) will produce another three. This
is especially the case as the lead will be
coming up to partner’s hand and your
intermediate cards will help fill any gaps.

Hand 5
´963
™AQJ2
t6
®KJ754

W

N
1™

E
2t

S
Pass

?

2NT. Your good intermediate cards make this
hand worth a try for a
game. If there are any
finesses required in the pointed suits, you
would expect them to work as they will be
against the opening bidder.

E
S
Pass 1´

?

Double. When the opponents bid two suits,
double shows the other
two suits and roughly
opening values or better. By showing two
suits, you increase the chance of finding a fit
and of avoiding trouble. You do not have
enough shape for an unusual 2NT overcall.

W

Hand 3
´ Q J 10 9
™ Q765
t 10 8
®AJ9

N
1t

Hand 6
´ J8
™ 10
t A K J 10 8 4 2
® A84

2t
?

N

E
1™
Pass 2´

S
Pass
Pass

3t . Partner’s reverse
after a two-level res ponse creates a game
force. This means you can describe your
hand naturally. The seven-card suit is the
main feature of your hand, well worth a
rebid. There is no need to jump or to use
fourth suit forcing.
r

JUNIOR SELECTIONS
The U-20 team has been selected for the World Youth Team Championships
in Tai Cang City, China, in July. Good luck to Freddie Illingworth, Chris
Huber, Toby Nonnemacher, Michael Alishaw, Shivam Shah and Alex Roberts
with NPC Michael Byrne and coach Alan Shillitoe.
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Bidding Quiz

by David Bird

Beat Today’s Experts
Answers to Problems on Page 31
1. Game All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

J9432
A 10 2
KQ
Q 10 7

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

West
Thomson
1´
2´

K86
Q65
A987
K83

East
Newman
2t
4´

2. N/S Game. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

QJ9
AK75
QJ76
J4

´
™
t
®

N
E

W
S

West
Robinson

A43
Void
A K 10 9 4 3
A653

East
de Livera
1t
2®
3t
4t
4´

1™
2´
3NT
4™
5t

3. E/W Game. Dealer North.
´
™
t
®

AKQ6
2
10 7 4 2
AJ83

West
Bertens
Dble

N
W

North
Paulissen
Pass
All Pass

E
S

East
Westra
Pass

´
™
t
®

10 5 3 2
10 9
KQJ98
65
South
Jansma
4™

This deal is from the final of the Netherlands Cup, an event similar to our Gold
Cup. Jan Jansma opens 4™ and Huub
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WE START at the final of the National
Open Teams in Canberra. As you can see,
4´ is too high on those values. Who is to
blame, do you think?
With eight losers and five trumps to the
jack, West does not have much of a hand for
opening 1´ and rebidding 2´. As I see it, he
should open 1NT (if playing a weak notrump) or rebid 2NT (if playing a strong
no-trump). Another possibility is for East
to raise to just 3´ at his second turn, but
this would be a bit timid when partner may

well hold six spades. Despite a very helpful
lead from North (the ™J from J-x), 4´ went
one down. At the other table Ron Klinger
and Matt Mullamphy bid 1´ – 2® – 2t –
2´, where responder’s 2® showed any hand
in the game-try range (2t would show any
game-forcing hand). Klinger’s 2t rebid
indicated a minimum opening and they
stopped safely in 2´.

We stay at the 2012 NOT final for this
potential slam deal. West bid ‘fourth suit
forcing’ and then had to find a bid over
partner’s 3t. At the other table West raised
to 4t and the slam was easily reached.
(Declarer can discard two spades on the
™A-K and ruff two clubs).
Partner would sometimes be forced to
bid 3t on a moderate 2-2-5-4 hand and
here Ian Robinson bid just 3NT at his third
turn. When Arjuna de Livera ‘came again’
with 4t, he showed a good hand. Robinson
co-operated with a 4™ cue bid and heard 4´
from partner. What now? With no club

control, Robinson elected to sign off in 5t
and the slam was missed.
As I see it, West was to blame. It’s all too
easy to tell your team-mates afterwards: ‘We
might have been missing two top clubs.’ Is
that at all likely, though, when partner bids
4t over 3NT? It is very much more likely
that he has a club control and that your
super-fit for partner’s six-card diamond suit
will yield an easy twelve tricks.
On such deals you have to bid the slam ‘on
values’, as they say.

Bertens doubles. What do you think this
double means?
It is not a penalty double. It shows highcard points and what is generally described
as ‘preparedness for spades’. The doubler
will usually hold four spades. Of course, if
he has something like 18 points and 3-2-4-4
shape, he will have to double with only
three spades. So the big question is: what
action should Berry Westra take in the East
seat? Should he bid 4´ or take his chances
in defence?
It’s a close decision, perhaps, and Westra
decided to pass. Only the two black aces
could be scored and a doubled overtrick
gave the opponents +690.

North held ´J ™8653 tA65 ®KQ1094
opposite South’s ´9874 ™AKQJ74 t3 ®72.
At the other table, after the same start of
Pass – Pass - 4™ – Dble, North redoubled.
What do you make of that?
As I see it, the redouble was foolish. We
will never know whether East would have
found the winning action without such
assistance. After the redouble it was obvious
to bid 4´. This would have gone only one
down but North rescued a few IMPs by
advancing to 5™ for +450.

n Awards: 2´ (10), 3´/2NT (8), 3NT (5),
4´ (3).

n Awards: 6t (10), games (5), grands (1).

n Awards: 4´ (10), 5t (8), 4™ by South (6),
4™ Doubled by South (4), 5´ (3).

www.ebu.co.uk

4. E/W Game. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

QJ9
A
AKJ854
K 10 4

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

West
Laffineur
1t
3®

10 4
QJ654
9
QJ963

East
Roussel
1™
5®

Next we see a deal from the final of the
French Division Nationale, the climax of

5. Game All. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

A65
52
AK7
KQJ93

´
™
t
®

N
E

W
S

West
Szots

10 2
A K Q 10 8
Q J 10 9 4
5

East
Dumbovich
1™
2t
3t
4NT
5™

2®
2´
4t
5®
6t

Moving rapidly on, we will watch a board at
the Hungarian Championships. Gabor Szots
bids 2´, fourth-suit forcing, which is nowa-

6. Love All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

AQ876
Q972
Void
K643

West
Stockdale
1´
2™
4®
4´
5NT

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

K
K J 10
KQ86
AQ985

East
Brown
2®
3®
4t
4NT
6®

their Premier League in effect.
What rebid would you choose on the
West cards? In Acol a jump shift by the
opener (such as 3® here) is forcing to game.
It is a common mistake among inexperienced players to make such a rebid just
because they hold 17 or 18 points. You cannot guarantee game on most such hands
and should look for a game-invitational bid
instead. Alternatively, you can rebid at the
minimum level in a new suit, which partner
will rarely pass.
Here Guy Laffineur not only forced to
game with 3®, he did so on a three-card

suit. Nicolas Roussel then bid a fast-arrival
5® to show no interest in a slam. JeanChristophe Quantin (North) was not
pressed to find a spade lead from ´K-8-5-2
and the defenders scored the first three tricks.
West should have rebid either 2NT or 3t.
At the other table Fantoni and Nunes followed an artificial sequence to 3NT and
were somewhat fortunate to make this contract when spades broke 4-4 and South held
tQ-7-2.

days usually played as forcing to game. (It
makes little sense to bid it on 10 or 11 points
with no fit anywhere and no stopper in the
unbid suit. Such hands are poor value for
their point-count and should be bid as if they
contained a couple of points fewer).
When Miklos Dumbovich rebid his diamonds, Szots bid 4t. Not only did this agree
diamonds, it was also Roman Key-card
Blackwood. According to the local commentator, 4NT ‘shows one key-card and that he
likes his hand’. West’s 5® asked for the trump
queen, East’s 5™ showing that card and the
™K.
It was not a good hand for the Blackwood
sledgehammer and 6t was speedily dispatched by a lead in the unbid spade suit.
Declarer simply drew trumps in three rounds

and led a club, the defenders scoring two
black-suit tricks.
There was actually a play for the slam, even
after a spade lead. Can you spot it? If North
holds three trumps and J-x-x-x in hearts, you
can draw two rounds of trumps, finesse the
™10 and discard dummy’s spade losers on
your heart suit. A spade ruff followed by the
concession of a club trick would allow you to
draw the last trump and enjoy the thirteenth
heart. The cards did not lie in this fashion but
it would have been good to see declarer head
for this chance.
At the other table North made a leaddirecting double over 2´, which made it
somewhat easier for East-West to stop in 5t.

Fiona Brown’s 2® was forcing to game.
Susan Stockdale bid her hearts, rather than
raise clubs immediately, and Brown’s 3®
showed a fifth club. Stockdale agreed clubs
and after two cue-bids, 4NT asked for keycards. 5NT showed two key-cards (the ´A
and ®K) plus a ‘useful void’. In this way the
excellent small slam in clubs was reached
despite the opponents holding two aces. Well
bid! South led the ™A and declarer could
draw trumps, discard three diamonds and
ruff one.
n Awards: 6® (10), games (6).

Our experts have produced an embarrassingly moderate performance. I’d better look for
some top-class pair who are likely to hit the
bull’s-eye on our final hand. Ah, I see that the
heavily-medalled England Women’s Team are
playing in the NEC Cup in Yokohama City.
One of their pairs will do nicely!

www.ebu.co.uk

´ ™t®
Our experts score only 31/60 and I apologize on their behalf. Do not expect immediate international call-up if you managed to
beat their total. Let’s look for some useful
bidding tips.

n Awards: Part-scores (10), 3NT (6), 5® (3).

n Awards: Games (10), 6t (6), 6™ (3).

Tips to remember

•
•
•
•

Play ‘fourth suit forcing’ as forcing to game.
Do not make a game-forcing
jump shift rebid (such as 1t –
1´ – 3®) just because you hold
17-18 points.
Do not redouble a high contract
that you expect to make unless
you are happy to double any
retreat by the opponents.
Do not chicken out of bidding a
slam solely because it is possible
that there are two top losers
somewhere. If there was no
space to cue-bid satisfactorily
and it is likely that partner controls the relevant suit, bid the
slam ‘on values’. Partner will
understand if they then cash an
r
ace-king!
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The Debate

Jeremy Dhondy

Don’t Splinter with a Singleton Honour
Two top players debate a hot bridge topic. Tell us whose argument has won you over by emailing elena@ebu.co.uk

SPLINTERS ARE in most people’s armoury
and are an excellent way of identifying the
fact that there is little waste and being able
to bid a game or slam on slender values.
Perhaps the most common problem
that arises is the awful result that ensues
when one person in the partnership thinks
a bid is a Splinter and the other does not.
‘Was that 4™ minus seven?’ says the opponent showing you the Bridgemate with
more enthusiasm than normal.
Assuming you have overcome this small
problem and actually agreed when a bid is
or is not a Splinter, you then have to
decide what to splinter on. There are at
least two traps here. The first is the values
on which you splinter and the second is
the cards you hold in the short suit.
If partner opens 1´ and you splinter with
4t on each of the following hands, you
may have a problem with partner being
able to judge whether to go past game:

Hand A
´ KJ64
™ Q7652
t 8
® A93

Hand B
´ KJ64
™ AJ765
t 8
® A93

Splinter bid on either hands where you
want to bid game only, or hands where it
is completely clear to go on even if partner
shows no interest, so Hands A and C
would therefore be suitable. You now
need another way to bid Hand B, and
those who play a 2NT response to 1´ to
show support (the ‘Jacoby 2NT’) can do
this and then show a singleton.
So far you have solved when a bid is a
Splinter and approximately how many
values you should have but there is a third
problem: how partner can judge his hand.
Suppose as opener I hold:
Partner responds 4t
to my 1´ opener and
I am delighted to
cooperate because I
have extra values and
more importantly the
ace of diamonds opposite a known shortage. Opposite Hand
A above we have only a combined 27 count
but 6´ is a good contract depending only
on a 3-2 heart break, but give me the same
values and the following hand:
´
™
t
®

and not only does 6´
virtually have no play
but even 4´ could
go off on a bad day.
A Splinter therefore
identifies a fit, gives
an idea of values
between the two hands and concentrates
on values held in a particular suit.
Suppose that it is your policy to Splinter
´
™
t
®

Hand C
´ KJ64
™ AK765
t 8
® AK3

Some players have taken to making the

AQ975
KJ4
A73
K5

AQ975
A43
KJ7
K5

on all shortages; then it does make it more
difficult for partner to judge. You hold:

´
™
t
®

KJ64
10 7 6 5 2
K
A93

Partner opens 1´ and
you respond 4t .
Holding crisp cards
and the ace of dia monds, partner will
almost certainly move
beyond 4´ with:

but now 6´ is very
much less good. Not
´ AQ975
only will you go
™ KJ4
down if hearts are
t A62
® K5
4-1 and the opponents find the right
lead, but you will
also probably need the queen of hearts
onside even if they break – yet you have 28
points on this deal compared to 27 on the
previous example. On the whole singleton
honours are not great for splintering on
because they cause partner to misjudge.
Say I pick up:

´
™
t
®

AK985
K54
KQ76
2

I open 1´ and partner responds with
4t. Opposite shortage in diamonds I
don’t want to progress, so I bid 4´ –
but partner’s hand is:

so 6´ is excellent
but, in my opinion,
partner has misled
me by choosing 4t.

´
™
t
®

Q432
AQ6
A
76543

ADVERTISEMENTS
Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English Bridge)
take all reasonable precautions to protect the interests of readers by ensuring as far as practicable that
advertisements in the pages of English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking in respect of claims made by advertisers, whether these advertisements are
printed as part of the magazine, or are in the form of inserts. Legal remedies are available if redress is
sought, and readers who have complaints should address them to the advertiser or should consult a local
Trading Standards Office, or a Citizens’ Advice Bureau, or their own solicitors. Readers should note that
prices advertised may not be accurate due to currency exchange rate fluctuations, or tax changes.
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A Splinter bid is very descriptive. It
guarantees at least four trumps, it shows
agreed values, and it directs partner to
look at his holding in a particular suit.
Don’t make him misjudge by splintering
with an inappropriate hand with points in
your Splinter suit.
r
www.ebu.co.uk

The Debate

Andrew Robson

Do Splinter with a Singleton Honour
Or write to the Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR. Short comments for publication are welcome.

I LOVE TO splinter. That is the essence of
my argument.
Take a simple auction such as:
West

North
1´

East
Pass

South
4t

That 4t bid does a huge amount. First of
all, it says: ‘Spades are trumps.’ The search
for a trump suit, the primary goal of the
bidding, has already been resolved.
Secondly, it says: ‘We are certainly playing
in game and may play in slam.’ The
secondary goal of the bidding, how high
to bid, which zone to play – part-score,
game, slam – has been considerably narrowed down.
And that’s not all! The 4t bid also says:
‘And partner, I have at most one diamond.’
All that in one bid. It’s hardly surprising
that Splinters have swept the bridge world
over the past twenty years, leaving you to
have to visit a bar in Zurich to find Fruit
Machine Swiss.
Now there’s no denying that there is
sometimes a big difference between a void,
a small singleton, a singleton jack, a
singleton queen, a singleton king and a
singleton ace (although I would have
thought the biggest difference is between
no card and one card, so I can’t see the
sense of a partnership playing that a
Splinter may be a void or a small
singleton, but not a singleton honour. But
that’s another story). However, often there
isn’t such a big difference between those
holdings. Say partner has four small cards
in the Splinter suit. That’s going to be
great whatever. Conversely, say partner has
K-x facing your Splinter. That’s bad news
facing whichever variety of shortage you
possess.
The question is: if you refuse to splinter
on (say) a singleton king, will your slam
record improve? I say no. You have to bid
something else and that alternative can
hardly do as much as a Splinter. Say you as
South have:
www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

Q6432
A874
K64
K

After this start:
West

North
1™

East
2t

South
?

You won’t bid 4® – showing a primary fit
for hearts and at least game-going values
with at most one club? Then what are you
going to bid? 3t? Is that game-forcing?
Are we locked into hearts? Does it
guarantee at least four cards? 4® does so
much more – it even takes the opponents’
room away (yes, it takes partner’s room
away too, but the bid is so descriptive that
partner doesn’t need so much room). So
don’t be a purist and make loads of
demands for your Splinters (and rarely bid
them as a result). Make that Splinter.
I am sure my co-debater has con structed (note the word constructed) a
couple of pretty examples, perhaps with a
suit of A-Q-x-x facing the king, where the
singleton being the king meant that there
were two discards and slam could be
made. The key point here, though, is this:
if you did Splinter with that singleton
king, wouldn’t partner have got pretty
excited with A-Q-x-x? It’s hardly a bad
holding to have facing any breed of
shortage (holding length facing a Splinter
– ruffing tricks – is really huge and must
not be underestimated). So you would
likely have reached slam if you had
splintered with that singleton king.

Partner might comment at the end of
play: ‘Lucky your singleton was the king.’
Maybe, but it was your Splinter that got
partner to make the correct judgement –
and that’s the key.
So let me return to where I began. I love
to splinter. It puts my partner in a super
position. In one fell swoop the 35-odd
(undoubled) contracts your partnership
might have declared have been reduced to
two (game in the agreed suit, small slam in
the agreed suit – yes, plus the occasional
grand). Besides knowing what trumps are
and that we are in at least game and
possibly slam territory, my partner also
has a lot of information about my holding
in one suit (the Splinter suit). He knows
that if he holds three small cards in the
Splinter suit (and commensurately good
cards outside) that’s good news; he knows
that king-queen doubleton in my Splinter
suit is very bad. That is huge knowledge
for partner to have. So give your partner
that knowledge regardless of whether your
singleton is small or the king. Chances are
it won’t matter. Chances are partner will
evaluate correctly either way.
When was the last time you said: ‘Sorry
partner, I shouldn’t have splintered into
this singleton king, that’s what caused us
to get to the wrong level’? A long time ago
is my bet (like before you started playing).
Conversely what about: ‘Partner, if only I’d
known you had that singleton and good
support with a little slam interest, I’d have
bid it (the making slam).’ Rather more
recently?
So please, if I have the pleasure of sitting
opposite you, don’t worry about splintering into a singleton honour. Be practical.
r
Just do it.

SOUTHAMPTON WIN PORTLAND BOWL
The Southampton University team have won the 2011-12 Portland Bowl,
beating Oxford University A in an extremely close final. Congratulations to
Rhys Horlock, Tadeusz Janowski, Katy Lee and Simon Spencer.
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Better Defending

by Andrew Kambites

The Uppercut
WHEN IT is obvious that declarer has no
losers left in the side suits, attention turns
to making tricks in the trump suit. In the
first deal West leads the tA-K-Q-J against
4´. Declarer follows suit to the first three
rounds with the three, four and eight.
How should you defend?

Game All. Dealer South.
´ Q876
™ KQ2
t 10 7 6 5 2
® 10
´ 93
™ 10 8 4 3
N
E
t 9
® 987654

North
3®1
4´
1 Stayman

If you ruff with the nine of spades, South
must overruff with his king of spades, but
now your partner’s remaining ´J-10-2 is
sufficient to make a trump trick by force.
This play is called an ‘uppercut’. If you fail
to ruff with the nine, declarer will ruff low
and draw the remaining trumps for no
loser.
I can now see many readers looking
extremely worried at ruffing partner’s
winner here. The obvious question is:
‘What if it doesn’t work? Partner hates me
ruffing his winners.’ This is a reasonable
enough concern, particularly because you
cannot be sure it will achieve anything. I
think you must look at this the other way
round. Ask yourself: ‘What other use can
the nine of spades possibly be to me?’ The
answer is clearly: ‘None,’ so you have
nothing to lose.

make it absolutely clear that you want
partner to ruff), then partner will trump
with his singleton nine of spades and
promote a trump trick for you. However,
consider the full deal:

HHHHH

What happens if you don’t cash your ace
of diamonds first? When East ruffs the
fourth heart with the nine of spades,
declarer will not overruff. He will discard
his losing diamond and you will never
make a trick with your ace of diamonds.
There is a simple principle to guide you.

South
2NT
3´

It is obvious that declarer has the ace of
hearts and the ace of clubs, so you must
turn your attention to making something
out of the trump suit. You may not be able
to know the exact position but you do know
that declarer has no more diamonds left.
Good technique leads you to ruff this with
your highest trump, the ´9. The full deal is:

The second deal demonstrates an uppercut
from the other side of the fence. You lead
out your ™A-K-Q against 3´, partner
starting with a singleton. What do you do
next?

Game All. Dealer South.
´ Q876
™ 10 7 6 5
t KQ2
® 92
´ J 10 2
™ AKQJ2
N
W
t A65
® J3

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

40

Q876
KQ2
10 7 6 5 2
10
J 10 2
´
N
965
™
W
E
AKQJ
t
S
J32
®
´ AK54
™ AJ7
t 843
® AKQ
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93
10 8 4 3
9
987654

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

J 10 2
AKQJ2
A65
J3
´
™
t
®

Q876
10 7 6 5
KQ2
92
´
N
™
W
E
S
t
®
AK543
843
7
A K Q 10

9
9
J 10 9 8 4 3
87654

Before looking for an uppercut, try
to cash all of your side-suit winners.

Perhaps you were unlucky here. If declarer
had one more diamond and one fewer
club, you could misdefend without cost.
However, there was no need to take this
risk.
HHHHH

West

North

East

South
1´
3™1

2™
2´
Pass
Pass
3´
All Pass
1 Trial bid, asking for help in hearts

If you cash your ace of diamonds and then
lead a fourth heart (preferably the two, to

You have already seen that ruffing partner’s
winner may be necessary to achieve an
uppercut. Many of the principles that you
have learned so far will also need to be
closely examined under a discerning microscope. In the next, and last, deal you start
the defence by cashing your tA-K. East
www.ebu.co.uk

follows suit with the six and the seven, so
clearly he started with three diamonds.
How should you continue?

Game All. Dealer West.
´ 6432
™ AKQ
t 10 8
® AKQ3
´ A9
™ 65
N
W
t AKQ432
® 652

West
North
1t
Dble
2t
3t
All Pass

East
Pass
Pass

South
1´
4´

Declarer clearly has no further side-suit
losers, so you must turn your attention to
making trump tricks. The full deal is:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

6432
AKQ
10 8
AKQ3

A9
N
65
W
E
AKQ432
S
652
´ KQ87
™ 974
t 95
® 10 8 7

´
™
t
®
5

J
J
J
J

10
10 8 3 2
76
94

You can beat this contract if partner has as
little as the ´J-10 doubleton. You are going
to have to give declarer a ruff-and-discard
twice. Continue with a third diamond.
Declarer ruffs in dummy and leads a
trump to his king of spades. Win it with
the ace and lead a fourth diamond. East
ruffs with the jack and your nine of spades
has been promoted into the vital fourth
defensive trick.
Can you see what I mean when I say that
many of the principles that you have
learned so far are no longer sacrosanct?
Giving two ruff-and-discards in the same
deal is hardly normal defence!
r
When you have
finished reading
this magazine,
please recycle it.

www.ebu.co.uk

Top Table Andrew Robson
Andrew Robson is a former World
Junior and European Champion and
the first Englishman (with Tony
Forrester) to win a US major. A World
Individual silver and bronze medallist,
he has won most major national cups
many times. Andrew is Britain’s fore most bridge player-teacher-writer,
and has radically altered the way many
people view the game.
When did you start playing bridge?
When I was about 10, at home. My parents are social players; indeed now they
come to my club to play. Then I used
to play with my brother at Abingdon
Bridge Club as a teenager.
How often / where do you play?
I do not play every day or even every
week. I play big tournaments and sometimes rubber bridge as a guest at the
Portland Club.
Do you always play with the same partners / team-mates? What do you expect
of them?
Mostly I play with my European Championships partner Alexander Allfrey,
occasionally with Zia Mahmood. My
team-mates in the Europeans are my
regular teammates. I like to go through
every board with them with a critical yet
understanding and friendly ear, so we
can all learn and enjoy.
What do you do for a living?
I run the Andrew Robson Bridge Club
in South West London, where I also
teach. I travel the country leading
instructive bridge days mainly for charity, and write in The Times (daily),
Country Life (weekly) and Money Week
(weekly). I also have written over 20
books on the game.
What are your favourite bridge books?
I started with Culbertson's Red Book out
of the school library (still the best-selling bridge book of all time, now 80 years
old). Apart from that, anything by
Reese, notably Play these Hands with Me
and The Expert Game.

What are your hobbies?
Mountain biking, being a dad – which is
more than a hobby (some would say
mountain biking was too . . .).
What would you change in bridge?
The game is in a fascinating state of flux.
Enjoyed by more and more retirees who
have no card-playing background, but
fewer and fewer young players, the game
is polarising. Overall more and more
people are playing, but for enjoyment,
social reasons and to keep their brain
fresh. All entirely laudable but the game
needs to be kept simple for them.
Apart from my play, I devote my time
and skills to this very large, very rewarding group. Yet on the other end of the
spectrum, top players (a declining number, sadly) are realising more and more
that the methods, particularly bidding
but also defence, required to succeed,
need to be quite complex, largely
incomprehensible to the larger former
group. So what will happen? I think a
Bridge App suitable for young players is
needed to try to slowly bring the two
groups slightly closer together.
What’s the bridge success (so far) closest to your heart?
Winning the 1991 European Championships by a record margin (that I
believe still holds today, even through the
years of Italian domination). Curiously, I
have not played in the Europeans since
then, and this year they have returned to
Ireland.
Can history repeat itself? Here’s hoping it can!
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6 – 8 July 2012

ENGLISH RIVIERA CONGRESS
29 June – 1 July 2012

Riviera Centre, Torquay
( 01803 299992

Greenpointed

Swiss Teams (two sessions)
and Swiss Pairs (three sessions)

SUMMER SENIORS CONGRESS
Winter Gardens, Eastbourne
( 01323 415500

Greenpointed

Championship Pairs,
Swiss Pairs (two sessions)
and Swiss Teams (7 x 7-board
matches, with a short break).

Entries ( 01296 317 203 / 219

To be eligible, you must have been born in 1952 or before

or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk

Entries ( 01296 317 203 / 219 (or online)

26 – 29 July 2012

1 – 2 September 2012

SCARBOROUGH
SUMMER CONGRESS

National Women’s
Teams
Greenpointed

Scarborough Spa Complex
South Bay, Scarborough YO11 2HD
( 01723 376774
Thursday 26
Friday 27
Saturday 28
Sunday 29

Greenpointed

7.15pm - 10.45pm
2.00pm - 5.30pm
7.30pm - 11.00pm
2.00pm - 5.45pm
8.00pm - 10.45pm
11.30am - 4.30pm

Pre-congress Pairs
Multiple Teams (Q)
Multiple Teams finals
Swiss Pairs
Swiss Pairs
Swiss Pairs

All events are Green-pointed
(except for Pre-congress Pairs)

Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Department
( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219
e-mail comps@ebu.co.uk

or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk
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West Midlands Bridge Club,
Solihull
Warwickshire Contract Bridge Association,
in partnership with West Midlands Bridge Club Ltd,
will be hosting this year’s National Women’s Teams
on behalf of the English Bridge Union.

Green points and prizes will be
awarded in accordance with EBU scales.
Food will be available throughout the weekend
at very reasonable prices.
A number of local hotels and guest houses nearby
should provide comfortable accommodation.

Entries / enquiries:
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk/NWT
e-mail: NWT@warwickshirebridge.co.uk

( Darren Evetts 07977 481399
www.ebu.co.uk

2012 Schapiro Spring Foursomes

Amazing Come-back Clinches Final
by Simon Cope
The last stanza featured an extraordinary
set of deals, with only one flat board and
almost all of them having game-swing or
slam-swing potential. With Allfrey picking
up a game swing and a part-score swing on
the first two deals, it looked to everyone as
though there was no way back for Liggins,
but they had different ideas. They knew
they would have to take a few chances in the
final set against a team of the calibre of
Allfrey, but they exhibited some superb
judgment in the auction and the play on
several deals, and here is an example:

3
4
6

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer
´ AK
™ A652
t A K 10
® J753
754
N
K9873
E
W
S
32
10 9 4
´ J832
™ J
t Q9865
® AQ

North.

7
8
9
10
11

´
™
t
®

Q 10 9 6
Q 10 4
J7
K862

4

2012 Schapiro Spring Foursomes winners: from the left, with sponsor Helen Schapiro,
Joe Fawcett, John Holland, Glyn Liggins and Ben Green
www.ebu.co.uk

1
2

5

Photo: David Stevenson

ONE OF the highlights of our tournament
calendar took place as usual over the May
bank holiday weekend in the delightful
Stratford-Upon-Avon. This year we were
not blessed with the nice weather so often
seen, but there was plenty of great bridge
to watch. There were some terrific hands
throughout the weekend.
The main final of the double-elimination
event produced such a magnificent spectacle of bridge and drama that it seems only
fair to focus on that. Glyn Liggins, Joe
Fawcett, John Holland and Ben Green
arrived in the final undefeated, having
beaten Teltscher in the semi-final. They
would meet the No. 1 seeds, Alex ander
Allfrey, Andrew Robson, Peter Crouch,
Derek Patterson, Tony Forrester and David
Gold, who had defeated a young team from
the Netherlands, White House, in their
semi-final. As a result of their undefeated
status going into the final, Liggins had eight
extra boards available to call on should they
need it at the end of the scheduled thirtytwo boards. They duly took them, being 29
IMPs down after thirty-two boards. In spite
of the late hour, hundreds watched on BBO
(www.bridgebase.com) as one of the most
exciting finals in recent memory unravelled.

12

North
East
South
West
Forrester Liggins
Gold
Fawcett
1®1
Pass
1™2
1NT3
2t4
Pass
Pass
5
Pass
2NT
Pass
3®6
7
Pass
3NT
Pass
4t8
9
4™
4´10
Pass
Pass
11
Pass
4NT
Pass
6t12
All Pass
At least two clubs
At least four spades
15+HCP, various hands
Forcing to game, asking for more info
18-19 Balanced
At least five diamonds
Two spades and three diamonds
Slam try, at least six diamonds
‘Kickback’ for diamonds
One key card
Asking for the queen of trumps
tQ, but no grand-slam interest

Glyn Liggins and Joe Fawcett play some
unusual methods, and here those methods
helped them find their way to the excellent
6t contract. Having told partner he only
had three cards in diamonds, Liggins took
control of the auction looking at his
excellent controls and cards in partner’s
suits by bidding ‘Kickback’ – an alternative
form of asking for key cards.
The play presented no problems: Fawcett
won the heart lead, took a club finesse, and
now set about cashing his winners and cross
ruffing the hand, and with the actual
distribution he emerged with all thirteen
tricks. At the other table, the bidding
methods employed by Alexander Allfrey
and Andrew Robson did not allow for the
same high degree of precision, so the final
contract was 3NT which made ten tricks.
With the help of the 13 IMPs generated
on this deal, a scintillating last set ended
with a score of Liggins 60 – Allfrey 17,
meaning that Liggins had won the Schapiro
Spring Foursomes by 92-78 IMPs.
Commiserations to the Allfrey team, but
above all huge congratulations to the
Liggins team, who produced one of the
most magnificent come-backs in recent
times.
r
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Around & About
DID YOU KNOW . . .?

SHEFFIELD’S SPECIAL WEEK
‘YOU’VE TURNED this club around!’ was the appreciative comment
from one of our long-standing members at the AGM. What did she
mean? She is happy that the club has, at last, become a really friendly
and pleasant place in which to play bridge. She can see how the
membership has been increasing again in recent years and how good
management is stabilising the finances and providing a programme
that suits every stage of bridge playing skills.
Sheffield Bridge Club is flourishing. We believe this is largely due to
us following the EBU leadership on ‘Best Behaviour at Bridge’. The
strict adherence to this principle has benefited the club enormously.
Now we have members returning who had left the club some years
ago, we welcome and cater for novice players, we have classes for
improvers as well as beginners. Everyone feels comfortable in the
inclusive atmosphere that has resulted from pursuing BB@B.

YATELEY & HAWLEY Bridge Club meet every Wednesday and
Friday at the Memorial Hall, Fernhill Road in Blackwater. To make
the evenings run smoothly, a computer and wireless scoring system is
used which the club acquired last year. And to make things even more
efficient the club identified a requirement for another piece of
electronic wizardry – a dealing machine. This has the benefit of
preparing hands for the evening in an unbiased fashion and helps
many of the older members whose stiff fingers sometimes have
trouble with slippery playing cards. However, these machines are not
cheap.
Riding to the rescue came Hampshire County Councillors Carole
Leversha, Adrian Collett and John Wall. The contributions from their
grant allowances* helped to bring the cost down to a more manageable amount and the club was able to go ahead with the purchase of
a dealing machine.
The club runs a separate teaching and training session every
Wednesday for less experienced players, and would love to hear from
bridge players in the area who want to spend an enjoyable evening
playing cards with a friendly group of people. Check out our website
www.yhbc.org.uk or call Chairman Alan Brown on 01276 27354 or
Secretary Brenda Harnett on 01252 546342
* Did you know that each and every County Councillor has a grant
of several thousand pounds which they can use for their local
community projects ?
(Alan Brown)

NEW CLUB LIAISON OFFICER APPOINTED
THE EBU is happy to announce
that Andrew Urbanski has
taken on the position of Club
Liaison Officer. He can be contacted at andrew@ebu.co.uk
Andrew is based in Bristol and
has been playing competitive
bridge for about twenty years,
playing club bridge two or
three times a week.
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Margaret Johnson, Chair of SBC, with Sylvia Dunkley, Sheffield’s
Lord Mayor: John Dunkley, the Lord Mayor’s Consort
and club member Roger Taylor
This inclusivity was demonstrated during our Anniversary Week
celebrations. Sheffield Bridge Club shares its birthday year with the
EBU. Like the EBU, Sheffield Bridge Club has a wide and varied
membership. So each day of the Birthday Week was devoted to
providing a range of celebratory bridge activities that would suit the
tastes of all our players.
One of the highlights was the evening when the Lord Mayor of
Sheffield, Dr Sylvia Dunkley, came in to cut our birthday cake (made
by Ann Wall) accompanied by plenty of bubbly. The auction which
followed raised a bid of £100 for a session at a hairdressers! The
winners of that evening’s duplicate session received £75 per pair.
The Gala Dinner was the finale to the week. Nearly a hundred
people played bridge during the afternoon including our guests
Andrew Petrie (Vice-Chairman of the EBU) and Paul Bowyer. One
set of winners were Mike Pomfrey and John Auld, the same pair who
won the same competition twenty-five years ago during the 50th
Anniversary of our club. And, fittingly, the other winners were our
(Jean Rogers)
Chairman, Margaret Johnson, and Tom Paton.

www.ebu.co.uk

Around & About
RON CARTER’S LIE-IN
RON CARTER lay in bed on Sunday 26th February. The sunshine
streamed in. He revelled in this, enjoying the knowledge that he was
no longer required to help organise Newent Bridge Club’s big
showpiece, the Newent Bowl, and decided on an extra hour in bed.
Ron has been a member of Newent Bridge Club since 1975. For most
of those years he had been on the committee, as Secretary,
Tournament Director, and Chairman.
Thus, on the morning of the Newent Bowl every year, Ron was
accustomed to lending a hand to set up thirty tables, providing ninety
boards, and all the other tasks necessary to welcome one hundred and
twenty people for a Swiss Teams event.
This year marked the 34th year of the competition.
This year, Ron was able to have a lie-in, because other people were
on hand to do the work.
So this year, Ron finally won the Newent Bowl!

IT’S ALL HAPPENING AT
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON!

Members of the teaching team
at Stratford-upon-Avon Bridge Club with some of their students

Ron Carter holding the Newent Bowl
He and his team of Alan Lander, George Barratt and John Griffiths
scored 96 victory points. Second was the team of Chris Smith, Natalie
Davenport, John Councer and Angelos Agathangelou with 90 VPs,
and in third place was the team of Pam Pearce, Ray Foulds, Anne
Swannell, and Norah Allen, with 83 VPs.
Chairman of Newent Bridge Club, Paul Ford, expressed the club’s
delight with Ron’s team’s success. ‘Ron’s win is well-deserved and
somewhat overdue,’ he said, ‘and it is great to have three members of
our club in the winning team. We are also really pleased that the nonexpert (all below Master) team prize was won by four of our
members who recently learned to play in our Friday lesson
programme.’
Paul thanked Ken Vowles, Tournament Director, the caterers, and
all of the committee who helped the event to run so smoothly.
Next year’s Newent Bowl (the 35th) will take place on Sunday 24th
February 2013, when it is hoped that accommodation will be
increased to thirty-six tables. Visit www.newentbridgeclub.org.uk
(Hylary Kingham)

www.ebu.co.uk

BRIDGE TEACHING at Stratford-upon-Avon Bridge Club got off
to a cracking start in early January reflecting a surge of interest in
the game within the South Warwickshire community. Thirty
improvers attended the first session of the year which was given by
husband and wife team Richard and Trish West. Two days later,
Tony Hudson and his wife, Sandy, gave their first session of term
for thirty-two beginners. Sue Ryles, Anne Bryant, Peter Styles and
Robbie Kingston supervised fifty-six improvers in a separate room
under supervised play conditions. It was a notably busy morning
for all concerned!
In early February Peter Styles embarked upon a further teaching
session on Tuesdays concentrating on play of the hands and defence,
and aimed at improver level and those eager to gain more bridge
knowledge. For the experienced and advanced player the club has
arranged three Saturday sessions during 2012 when ex-international
player Ian Thompson is scheduled to give seminars on Planning the
Defence, Reverses and Forcing to Game, Signals and Suit Preference
Signals.
It’s certainly all happening at Stratford-upon-Avon Bridge Club
and results achieved by the teaching teams over the past few years
have been most encouraging. Statistically, of those who have attended
classes over the past three years, fifty per cent have taken up
membership of the club compared with approximately fifteen per
cent take-up in clubs nationally. This has been achieved through the
exceptional dedication of the teaching team, whose selfless aim has
been to pass on their playing knowledge and experience of the game
to others. Largely through their untiring efforts the club’s future
looks bright with membership now of well over 300 and climbing!
Amongst those with fewer than five years’ playing experience, six
pairs were chosen to represent the club in the Warwickshire CBA
Introductory Pairs Final 2012 at the West Midland Bridge Club in
January. One pair, Barry Tyrrell and Steve Simmons, showed early
promise taking third place with 56.33%. Sue Ryles, who oversaw the
players’ participation, added her congratulations to them and to the
(John Peace)
others from the club who took part.
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10 – 19 August 2012

Brighton
Seniors
Congress
Hilton Metropole
Hotel, Brighton
13 – 16 August 2012
Senior event players
must have been born in
or before 1952

Greenpointed

Brighton
Summer
Meeting

Hilton Metropole Hotel

will be split into two
congresses: the Really Easy
Congress and the
Next Step Congress.

The event incorporates
the Really Easy Congress (13-15 August),
the Next Step Congress (14-16 August)
and the Seniors Congress (13–16 August)

Session I of the Senior Swiss
Teams will be on Wednesday
15th afternoon,
with Session II on Thursday
16th afternoon.
Both sessions will start at 1pm

Entries and
enquiries to
Competitions
Dept, EBU

( 01296 317203/219
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13 – 15 August 2012
NEXT STEP:
14 – 16 August 2012
Hilton Metropole
Hotel, Brighton
Once again, the event

This is a
FULLY GREEN-POINTED
Level 4
tournament

The Senior Pairs will start in
the evening on Monday 13th
and Session II will be on
Tuesday 14th afternoon, with
the Final and Consolation
Final on Tuesday evening.

Really
Easy
Congress

•

First weekend: Green-pointed Swiss Pairs
(Fri – Sun) AND two Swiss Teams events
(Sat and Sun only)
NEW

•

Wind down on Sunday evening in an Open
Pairs or Open Teams (free entry to Swiss
Pairs players)

•

Mid-week events include a ‘Play with the
Experts’ Pairs, a Mixed Pivot Teams, and a
Mixed Pairs (now all Green-pointed events)

•

Open Pairs available every afternoon
(subject to demand)

•

Second Weekend: Green-pointed Four Stars
Swiss Teams (Fri – Sun) AND Stratified Swiss
Pairs (Sat and Sun only)
NEW

•

The last Friday afternoon Open Pairs is also
available free of charge to all Swiss Teams
players (1.00 pm start)

Entries ( 01296 317203/219

The Really Easy Congress
is for novice players and students, who will be playing
from Monday 13th to
Wednesday 15th (usually
18-21 board sessions).
Players with a few years’
experience are also welcome. Participants will be
expected to play Standard
English Acol.
Those wanting a more challenging event can enter the
Next Step Congress from
Tuesday 14th to Thursday
16th.

Entries and
enquiries to
Gill Pain,
EBU

( 01296 317204

www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS
www.avoncba.org.uk
VERY well done to
Cathy and Andy
Smith for winning
the Portland Pairs
(the EBU’s Mixed
Pairs Championship)
in a field of 389 pairs nationally.
Many congratulations also to David
Jones, Trevor Ward, Rob Lawy and their
team-mates for reaching the eight-team
final of Crockfords (English Teams-ofFour Championship), from an entry of
140 teams after five rounds of knockout.
The final will comprise most of the top
teams in English bridge. Congratulations to Ralph and Andrew Smith for
their 2nd place in the Grandmaster
Pairs.
The County Pairs has been won by
Trevor Ward – David Jones; 2. Irene
Robinson – Mike Huggins, 3. Alan
Jones – Graham Hartley. The County
Mixed Pairs has been won for the third
successive year by Cathy and Andy Smith
who perhaps should now keep the
trophy.
In the National Pairs South West
Regional Final held at Bristol BC, the
county qualifiers for the National Final
were Vanessa O’Callaghan – John
Brandon-Joyce (5th), Ralph Smith –
Steve Tomlinson (6th) and David Jones
with Miles Cowling of Hampshire (7th).
In the National Final held in April David
and Miles finished in 3rd place in the
fifty-pair field.
In the Gold Cup, congratulations to
Andrew Urbanski, Gareth Evans, Tony
Letts and Marc Lee for reaching the
fourth round (last 32).
Suzy Lawson was the winner of the
Mixed Pairs at the EBU Northern Easter
Congress held in York and finished in
the prizes in 9th place in the Swiss Pairs
(75 pairs).

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
THE BBA County Pairs
Qualifier was contested
in February; congratulations to the winners, Jon
and Ros Bateman. Winners of the Plate competition were Rex Gower – Ray Lawton.
In the BBA Teams-of-Eight the winning
team was Leighton Buzzard ‘A’; team
members were Jon Guess, Eric Cohen,
Judi and Peter Malpass, Chris Watson,
Peter Scott, Andrew Mason and Bob
Brown. The team goes forward to the
represent the county in the Regional
Finals of the Garden Cities Trophy held
in Peterborough.
Winners of the Mixed Pairs held at
Wilstead in March were Ron Davis –
Lynne Emmett. The BBA Seniors’ Pairs
was also played at Wilstead in March, and
was won by Brian and Maureen Stairs.
Away from home, Ron Davis – Alan
Oddie won the Grand Masters’ Pairs and
Ron Davis – Bill Hood won the Leicestershire Swiss Pairs.
The BBA Committee has decided to

www.ebu.co.uk

waive the Bedfordshire clubs’ EBU
subscription of £15 with immediate
effect. The Committee has also recently
invested in its own bridge scorers to be
used at future county events.
Diary dates: June 13, Champions’
Trophy, Wilstead, 7.30 pm (for those
who have qualified). June 24, One-day
Green-pointed Swiss Teams, Vauxhall
Recreation Centre, Luton, 1pm. Further
details of these two events (including
who has qualified for the Champions’
Trophy) are available on the BBA
website.

Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
THE picture below shows
our youngest players participating in the EBU
Minibridge Simultaneous
Pairs, helped by Mike
Bennett and others.
Congratulations to Pauline Serby –
Alan Boothroyd, winners of the Seniors
Pairs by a staggering 8% margin over the
runners-up, John Spiers – Ed Brennan.
The Veterans prize went to Tara and Stan
Harding and the Non-experts prize to
Mike and Sandra Baily.
The two ‘club’ competitions had their
finals – the Teams for the Committee Cup
was won by Alan Boothroyd, Norma
Lord, David Herod and David Benjamin
representing Burnham, ahead of Finchampstead’s Winnie Helps, Lyn and Steve
Barrow, Ian Adnams – and the Pairs for
the Waller Bowl by Ed Scerri – Chris
Burley of Richards Club, with Robin
Gardiner – Nigel Marlow of Burnham a
close second. David Jukes and Les Ellis of
Lane End won the Non-expert prize.
There have been a number of good
performances in national competitions.
Chris Tucker – Tony Aston won the
Masters Pairs section at the Ranked
Masters, and Mike and Joan Bennett were
3rd in the Regional Masters category. In
the National Pairs B Final, Mike O’Neill –
Roger Donato were 3rd and the Bennetts

Photo: Berks & Bucks CBA

Avon

4th. At the London Easter event, Tommy
Brass was in the winning pair in the U-19
Pairs; Richard Bowdery was 3rd in the
Championship Teams and 4th in the
Championship Pairs.
Belated congratulations to the New
Amersham team of Harvey Bengen,
Kevin Elstow, Steve Gore, Callum McKeil,
Phil Thornton and Nigel Wolfendale who
won the 2010 Silver Plate, beating a team
from Leeds in the final.
Diary dates: June 23, Green Pointed
Swiss Pairs; June 24 GP Swiss Teams, both
at Windsor, 12 noon start. July 29,
Multiple Teams/AGM, Windsor.

Cambs and Hunts
www.cambsbridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Paul Fegarty –
Catherine Curtis on winning the Premier
Grand Masters Pairs, David Kendrick on
winning the National Swiss Teams, and
Rod and Sue Oakford for finishing 2nd
in the Portland Pairs. In the National
Pairs Regional Final, Julian Wightwick –
John Liebeshuetz came 2nd, Robert
Miller – Jim Deacon finished 3rd, and
Sue Oakford – Eric Campbell also
qualified.
In county competitions, Malcolm
Anderson won the County Individual,
Robert Miller – Jim Deacon won the
County Pairs, Susan Smyth – David
Mayer won the Novice Pairs Tournament,
and Cambridge A won the county heat
of the Garden Cities.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
COUNTY Teams: the Jersey representatives in the final were Carl Harrison,
Brian Youd, David Friswell, David Hole,
Robert Brouard and Eric Todd, who
defeated the team of John and Fiona
Honey, Chris Hill and Jane Knight in
the semi-final. The Guernsey representatives in the final were Margaret and
Mike Allen, Liz Thompson, Andy Hall

and Sean Galpin who defeated the team
of Robert Plumley, Susie Farnon, Lynda
Mildon, Alistair Kent and Colin Tostevin
in their semi-final. The final played in
Jersey over 40 boards resulted in a win
for the Jersey team.
County Mixed Pairs: the Jersey section
was won by Howard Basden-Smith –
Meredith Case from David Hole –
Marion Miles. The Guernsey section was
won by Robert Plumley – Susie Farnon
from Martin Jones – Sue Shaw. We will
report on the final in the next issue.
Green Point Event: this was held in
Guernsey and resulted in a win for Sue
Rankin – Chris Hill of Jersey; 2. Anne
and Don Babbe of Guernsey; 3. Mike
Bane – Alistair Kent of Guernsey.
Jersey results: the Highfield Drawn
Pairs for the Pat Grinstead Trophy was
won by John Panter – Ann Burnett;
2. Martin Rogers – Sheila Harrison. The
Winter Cup was won by John Panter,
with Mike Newman and Paul Reed in
joint 2nd place.
Guernsey results: Island Bridge Club
Teams: 1. Robert Plumley, Susie Farnon,
Lynda Mildon, Colin Tostevin; 2. Cath
Bott, Liz Thompson, Brenda Lihou,
Brenda Walker.
Diary dates: July 11, County Individual Final. September 21-30, EBU
Guernsey Congress.

Cornwall
www.cornwallbridge.co.uk
RENE Godin, for many
years a colourful character
in Cornish bridge, has died,
in her nineties. A beauty
queen in Stoke, she worked
in London and moved in
fashionable society before
marrying. She played at St
Austell, Newquay and Wadebridge and
baked cakes for Saturday afternoon
bridge parties in her caravan. She
became profoundly deaf but retained a
wicked sense of humour. At Newquay,
she stunned a silent bridge-room with

Berks & Bucks school children take part in the EBU Minibridge Sim Pairs
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the announcement that ‘I’m giving up
sex for Lent.’
The Club Teams of Eight was won by
Helston, from Wadebridge A. Rod Bell –
Stephen Crouch won the John Perks,
Cornwall’s Pairs Championship, from
Brian and Elaine Relton, tied with Jenny
Cant – Margaret Warner.
At the Falmouth Congress, Barbara
Shipley – Catherine Harris won the
Newcomers’ Event from Rod Langton –
Ron Fulford. Friday afternoon’s Open
Pairs was won by Chris Stevens – Hilary
Brain (69.48%), from June Fitness –
Barrie Benfield, while Phil Palmer – Jenny
Flood beat Sue Gregory – Ian Hopkins in
the evening. Tony Ratcliffe – Kevin
Maddox led qualification for the Championship Pairs, with Roger Eaton – Mike
Booth 2nd. The Final was won by Pam
Pearce – Lesley Harrison from Rob
Mabley – Sallie Green. Bob and Jacky
Baker won the B Final, from Ruth
Edmondson – Brigid McElroy, while
Dick Andrews – Gaynor Wiseman won
the C Final from Jan and Ken Keast. Chris
Stevens, Hilary Brain, Val and Steve
Kennewell won the Swiss Teams from Phil
Palmer, Jenny Flood, Dick Andrews and
Gaynor Wiseman.
Joan Quiddington, who learnt bridge
with Truro’s No-fear group, and played at
Newquay and with U3A Truro, with
Terry, her husband, has died after a
stroke. She was 67.

Cumbria
www.ccdba.co.uk
THE Championship Pairs event was held
at Eden Bridge Club: 1. Sam Norman –
John MacLachlan; 2. Tim Matthews –
Ian Reeves; both pairs will represent
Cumbria in the Corwen Trophy and we
wish them all the best. Tim will also be
representing Cumbria in the Pachabo
Cup having won the County Teams of
Four with team-mates Babs Matthews,
John Farmer and David Strawbridge.
Again, we wish them well. The losing
finalists were Adam Aitken, Ian Smith,
Ian Reeves and Tony Bartlett.
It was good to welcome friends old
and new to the annual Cumbria Congress
at the Windermere Hydro in March. The

Championship Pairs event was won by
Keith Ashcroft – Michael Prior, who also
won the Swiss Teams with Catherine
Draper – Andrew Woodcock. There were
local winners of the Consolation Pairs
event with Peter Thompson – Colin
Woods of Barrow prevailing. The Ladies’
Pairs competition was won by Maria
Budd – Celia Oram. The Gents’ Pairs
winners were John Halliwell – John
Whitaker. Our thanks go to Janet
Sheppard for all the hard work she puts in
throughout the year to make the weekend
such a success.
This year the Swiss Pairs event was
played at Workington Bridge Club: the
winners were Wadvern Davies – Chris
Hamilton of St Bees; Manel Trepte –
Howard Brown tied for 2nd place with
Tim and Babs Matthews.
Diary dates: June 17, Annual Match v
Lancashire for the Pearse MacNamara
Trophy, Barrow Bridge Club. June 24,
Cumbria Green Point Event, Stonecross
Manor Hotel, Kendal. Download an
entry form from the Cumbria website.

Derbyshire
www.dcba.org.uk
THE winter league winners are: Division 1: East Midlands White, who will
represent Derbyshire in the Garden
Cities competition; Division 2: East
Midlands Red; Division 3: Allestree Red;
Division 4: Burton B; Division 5: Ringwood Green; Division 6: Allestree Green.
The winners of the Eric White Cup,
who will represent Derbyshire in the
Pachabo Cup, are Peter Kelly, Alex Hogg,
Don Smedley and John Griffin. This
foursome won the Pachabo in 2003.
Jeff Calladine, Derek Robinson,
Richard Horsley and Wilson Howden
won the Winter Plate after leading
throughout. Jonty Wootten’s team were
in 2nd place.
The Swiss Pairs for the Atkins Cup
have been won by Chris Rogers –
Richard Hodgkins, well ahead of 2nd
placed Keith Sherwood – Mike Spencer.
Alex Hogg – Peter Kelly finished 8th
in the National Pairs Final. Malcolm
Young, Alan Kenny, Jeff Calladine and
Richard Horsley were runners-up in the

Leicestershire GP Teams.
Diary dates: June 6, First Round of
the Summer Pairs for the Smedley Salver.
June 20, Individual Championship for
the Gerry Fletcher Cup. July 18, Men’s
Pairs for the Dodson Shield and Ladies’
Pairs for the Corry Cup. July 19, First
Round of the Two Counties. July 21-22,
Notts GP weekend at Spondon.

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
THE Devon Pairs
Cham pionship (Julia
Chadwick) was won by
Mike Smith – George
Simnet; 2. Jim Grant –
Stefan Lindfors; 3. Graham Hoare – Ian
Walsh; 4. Pete Wood – Howard KentWebster. The first and third pairs are
not available, therefore the second and
fourth pairs qualify for free entry to the
EBU’s Corwen Trophy.
The North Devon Congress held in
March was very successful, with a
maximum 36 tables pairs and 40 tables
teams. Held at a good hotel, this is a
very pleasant bridge weekend thanks to
the hard work by Carol Ritzen, Richard
Carter, Brenda Martin and helpers.
Congratulations to Alison Pollok –
Richard Watkins who won the Swiss
Pairs and to Ann Slee, Alison Pollok,
Brigid McElroy and Ruth Edmondson
who won the Swiss Teams.
The Devon Congress was again very
successful; entry to the teams closed two
weeks before the event (64 tables teams,
57 tables pairs). Congratulations to
Gavin Mackay – Croz Croswell who
won the Swiss Pairs and to Sandra
Bennett, Sue Gregory, Ann Husk and
Barbara Schultz who won the Swiss
Teams. Ian Walsh – Graham Hoare were
a close 2nd in the Pairs and Teams with
Howard Kent-Webster and Mike Orriel.
Thanks to Terence Treeby, Mike and
Marion Kelsey and Pam Ward for all
their hard work organising the event. A
special thanks to David Jones and his
team for directing.
Congratulations to Margaret and
Robin Mardlin, overall winners of the
Winter Pairs competition.

Photo: Essex CBA
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Graham Foster and Richard Register,
winners of the Essex Spring Seniors competition
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www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
WEYMOUTH College
Trophy: 1. Chris Stevens,
Hilary Brain, Ann
Sharples, Bob Mott;
2. Janet Smith, Harold Wayne, Margot
Wilson, John Gardner; 3. Ron and
Lynne Heath, Hugh Kevill-Davies, Jon
Holland.
Garden Cities Qualifier: 1. Allendale
A (Claire Hillyard, Richard Vessey, Alan
Wilson, Daphne Philipps, Janet Smith,
Lesley Lewis, Guy Lawrenson, Phil
Norman), 2. Allendale B, 3. Weymouth.
Allendale A will represent Dorset in the
Garden Cities Regional Finals in Bristol.
Portland Pairs (Dorset Heat): 10th Ron
and Lynne Heath, 20th Krzysztof Ginda –
Lesley Lewis, 35th Miles Cowling – Ann
Sharples.
The Dorset Knockout Final was won

by Margot Wilson, John Gardner, Janet
Smith, Kelly Courtney, Michael Gore.
They will represent Dorset in the
Pachabo.
Other notable results: Allendale C
(Kelly Courtney, David Gill, Chris Guy,
Hugh Kevill-Davies, Eugene Sheehan)
have reached the 5th round of the
NICKO; Bob Mott – Ann Sharples were
10th in the Grand Masters at the Ranked
Pairs; Lesley Lewis – Janet Smith were
4th in the Premier Life Masters; Eugene
Sheehan – David Gill were 5th in the
Swiss Pairs at the Devon Congress.
Congratulations to Phil Norman
who recently became a Grand Master.
Diary dates: June 24, Dorset GreenPointed One-Day Swiss Teams, Canford
Magna. July 15, Boston Cup Swiss
Teams, Shaftesbury Bridge Club. July
22, Dorset Green Pointed One-Day
Swiss Teams, Canford Magna.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
THE Gwen Herga was won
by Carol McCue – Linda
Barker, 2. Linda Fleet –
Mary Homer, 3. Marion
Cook – Pat Johnson.
Men’s: 1. Albert Kitchin –
Chris Taylor, 2. Alan Cohen – Richard
Register, 3. Roger Tattersfield – Bill West.
Congratulations to Chris and Sue
Taylor who won the Open Pairs and
came 4th in the Championship Pairs at
the Norfolk Congress.
Peter Oake, Robert Elliott, Dave
Duffy, Bernie Harrison won the Teams
of Four competition. The Essex Switch
Cup was won by Peter Scotting, Michael
Watson, Phil Collier, Sandy Riach. The
Spring Seniors competition was won by
Graham Foster – Richard Register
(picture below left) and the Seniors Cup
Winners were Peter Scotting – Pat
Johnson (best results from all three
seniors events).
Essex had four pairs qualify for the
finals of the National Pairs: Richard
Perryman – Paddy Murray, Margaret
Curtis – David Sherman, Graham
Foster – Richard Register and Robert
Elliott – Peter Oake.
Well done to David Tennet – Theo
Todman who came 2nd in the Regional
Masters at the Ranked Pairs, and Mike
Harbour – Catriona Lovett, 13th in the
London Easter Festival Swiss Pairs.
Diary dates: June 10, Warboys Cup.
June 17, George Curtis Swiss Teams of
Four. July 1, Pro-Am Pairs. July 11,
Summer Senior Pairs. July 21-22, Essex
& Hertfordshire Joint Green-pointed
Weekend.

Gloucestershire
www.gcba.org.uk
IF you have not already
booked your place at the
Gloucestershire/Hereford
Green Point Event at
Ross-on-Wye, there is
still time to enter. Saturday July 21 is
Swiss Pairs and Sunday 22 is Swiss Teams.
The entry form is available from the

www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS
GCBA website. Non-expert prizes on
both days.
Missing your teams bridge in the
summer? Why not enter the Summer
Teams starting on Monday June 25? This
is teams with a difference as, although
teams scoring, it is an individual contest
over the five evenings. You don’t have to
play in every session and can play with as
many different team-mates as you like.
The only rule is you can only score in two
sessions with the same partner. If you
want to play but don’t have a team, let the
Chief Tour nament Director know as
there is always someone looking for
people to make up teams.
Congratulations to Alan Sanis, Tony
Letts, Brian Goalby, Julie Sanis, Roger
Schofield and Keith Sharp who won the
Winter Teams Trophy from Jim Simons,
Derek Rue, Richard Butland, Keith
Stanley and Dan McIntosh. In the B
Final David Hauser, Alison Pritchard,
George Barrett, David Atthey and Ben
Britton won the Swiss Teams Trophy
with Anne Swannell, Ian Plewis, Tom
Jarman, Mike James and Toby Roberts
coming 2nd.
The Spring Pairs was run as both a
straight competition and a handicapped
event. Cynthia Moore – Nigel Hayman
excelled by winning both competitions.
Dave and Ruth Martel were the runnersup in the Handicapped Event with Joe
Angseesing – Paul Denning coming 2nd
in the Straight Event.
Ashok Kwatra – David Ballinger won
the Ace of Clubs, with Cherie Lusher –
David Cook runners-up.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
THE HIWCBA is holding
its AGM on Sunday June
1, at 12 noon. Light refreshments will be served
and afterwards the Finale
Ranked Pairs will be held (a good competition for newcomers to county bridge,
as you will be pitted against pairs of a
similar master-point ranking). Come
and support the county and enjoy an
afternoon’s bridge.
Good results for HIWCBA pairs in
the National Ranked Pairs competition.
In the Grand Masters division, Richard
Harris – John Dakin were 3rd and John
Jones – Adrian Fontes 6th. Janet Smith –
Lesley Lewis came 4th in the Premier
Life Master division.
Congratulations to them and also to
Miles Cowling and partner, who were
7th in the National Pairs Regional Final
and to the following county event
winners: Valentine Mini-Swiss Teams –
1. Eleanor Rice, Madeline Lawson, Mac
Nurmohamed, Stuart Strachan; 2. Chris
and Richard Ray, Andy Hughes, Steve
Preston; 3. Karen Dewar, Mac Lowcock,
Martin Smith, Ken Dunn.
Diary dates: June 12, AGM noon /
Finale Pairs 2pm. July 12, Kidney
Research Sim Pairs (clubs). Entries to
Lillian Craigen ( 02380 254276 or
lillian.craigen@sky.com The bridge season
will restart in September.

www.ebu.co.uk

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
THE Interclub Teams have been won by
Wyeside B, followed by Hereford B, then
Fownhope. This event is an all-play-all
over four sessions during the season. It
continues to be our most popular county
event, with 17 teams this year.
The Ray Paul Salver for Mixed Pairs
was won by John Crowe – Evie Whitfield,
with Chris Chowney – Sue Shore 2nd
and Peter Watts – Heather Brace 3rd.
The Championship Pairs (for the
Inco Alloys Bowl) is the county’s premier
pairs event. The leading two pairs are
entitled to represent the county at the
Corwen Trophy. This year’s winners are
Sarah Mathews – Peter Watts, with Mike
Ralph – John Thacker the runners-up.
The Herefordshire representatives at
the Garden Cities Regional Final are
Wyeside Bridge Club, represented by
John Griffiths, George Barrett, Pat
Jenkins, Ian Murray-Watson, Dave and
Sarah Weller, Roman Klis, Bob Underhill.
With one match remaining in the
Western League, the A team have so far
won one, drawn one and lost four. The
B Team have won three, drawn one and
lost two, and the C team have won one
and lost five.
Full results of all county competitions
are on our website.
Diary dates: Sat-Sun July 21-22,
Gloucestershire/Herefordshire Greenpoint Event, Larruperz Centre, Rosson-Wye. Fri Sept 7, Annual General
Meeting, 7pm, Saxon Hall, Hereford.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
SENIORS’ Pairs: 1. Martin
and Bobbie Rodney,
2. Hazel Miles – Bob
Turnham, 3. Derrick Kime
– Barbara McKinnon.
Humble Cup Final: Sally Bennett, Celia
and Derek Oram, Roger Gibbons beat
Dave Dickson, Anne Flockhart, Mike
Hancock, Malcolm Harris, Alan Kay,
Dave Walker by 31 IMPs. Marjorie
Lukyn Final: 1. Bill Kenney – Peter Leary,
2. Barbara McKinnon – Anita Blanchard.
Desmond Flockhart Teams of Eight:
congratulations to the Welwyn Garden
City team of Stan and Tara Harding, Bill
Gordon, Andrew Doye, Peter Clark,
Tony McWalter, Martin and Bobbie
Rodney who won the inter-club teams
of eight competition and the right to
represent Hertfordshire in the Garden
Cities Regional Final.

Isle of Man
www.manxbridgeunion.org
THE last of The Manx
Bridge Union’s annual
major events, the MiniCongress Green-pointed
Pairs, was held in March
at Douglas Bridge Club. There was a
strong entry and the two sessions were
keenly contested.
The afternoon session was used to
separate the field into two sections for
the second and final session. The top

eight pairs from the afternoon qualified
to compete for the top prize, the Don
Gwillim Bowl, while the remainder of
the field competed for the NatWest Consolation Trophy. Pat Laski – Shirley
Lynch led the field at the end of the first
session (63.02%) with John Large and
Tadhig O’Mahony (61.46%), the precompetition favourites, 2nd and Chris
Carter – Cary Ellis (58.93%) 3rd. .
The evening session saw the eight
qualifiers for the Don Gwillim Bowl
fight it out over a further 21 boards. Pat
and Shirley were less sharp than in the
afternoon, and slipped out of contention. Chris and Cary produced
another consistent session to move up
to 2nd place, and Angie and Fred Kissack
took 3rd place. But it was John and
Tadhig who came through with the fighting finish at the end and won with a score
of nearly 7% ahead of the runners-up.
The Consolation Cup was won by
Flora Simons – Stephen Tooley, with
Ken Tomlinson – Marie O’Sullivan 2nd
and Neil Kelly – Jenny Glanz 3rd.
Entries are starting to come in for the
Annual Isle of Man Congress in September. For those interested, full details and
contacts are available on the MBU
website and information can be sought
from Liz Kelly.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
DEREK Patterson – Peter
Crouch are part of the
team selected to represent
England in the 2012
European Championships
and the Mind Sports Game.
Congratulations to Keith Ashcroft –
Michael Prior, winners of the Larsky
Cup in the Kent Premier Pairs Championship; 2nd were Clemency Schofield
– Malcolm Lewis.
Inter Club Teams of Eight: congratulations to Chislehurst A, winners of the
Corbett Cup (Division 1); Farnborough
C, winners of the Corbett Plate
(Division 2) and Chislehurst B, winners
of the Mitchell Salver (Division 3).
Kent Seniors Pairs Championship for
the George Griffiths Cup: congratulations
to winners Chris Wall – Steve Burton.
Double congratulations to Keith
Ashcroft – Michael Prior who won the
Cumbria Congress Championship Pairs
and were in the winning team for the
Championship Teams. Devon Congress
Swiss Teams: congratulations to Barbara
Schultz who was in the winning team.
Phil Jones has been appointed Archivist for the KCBA, assisted by Gerald
Soper. He and Gerald are seeking information pertaining to past results of
KCBA tournaments and events, players of
note who had successes while members
of the KCBA (e.g. Gold Cup/Spring Fours
winners) and significant contributions
made either as a member of the committee or in some other function for the
KCBA. If you have any infor mation,
please contact Phil or Gerald on the email
addresses noted on the KCBA website.
Diary dates: Sunday July 17, 11am,
Phillimore Cup (Kent Swiss Pairs Cham-

pionship) and AGM, Tunbridge Wells.

Lancashire
www.lancsbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS go
to Michael Tomlinson and
Des King on winning the
Regional Masters section of
the Ranked Masters Pairs.
Congratulations also go to Southport
Bridge Club whose A team won the LCBA
Teams of Eight Championship and will
represent Lancashire in the Garden Cities.
The winning team was Catherine Draper,
Andrew Woodcock, Nick and Sue
Woodcock, Stuart Clarke, Bill Carr and
George and Maureen McConkey.
Lancashire will be represented in the
Pachabo by Derek Williams, Bill Winter,
Catherine Draper, Andrew Woodcock,
who have won the LCBA Knockout
Teams of Four.
LCBA Teams of Eight: 1. Southport A.
Hector Barker Pivot Teams: 1. Andrew
and Veronica Petrie, Don Hilton and
Bill Alston.
Diary dates: June 4, Bolton Spring
Bank Holiday Swiss Teams, Bolton
Bridge Club. June 9-10, Yorkshire
Congress, Harrogate. June 17, Cumbria
v Lancashire, Barrow Bridge Club. June
24, Cumbria Swiss Teams, Kendal. July
14-15, President’s Cup, Merseyside
Bridge Centre. July 22, Manchester CBA
Swiss Teams, Altrincham.

Leicestershire
www.leicsbridge.org.uk
LEICESTERSHIRE has
completed its county
programme. Results of
the final round against
Worcs: 1st team won
18-2, 2nd team won 18-2, 3rd team lost
2-18. The current standings are: 1st team
(Dawes League) 5th (could become 6th);
2nd team (Porter Cup) 1st (could become
2nd); 3rd team (Markham Trophy) 9th;
Leicestershire currently lie 6th in the
overall merit table.
The two annual competitions for
bridge students were well attended and
successful. Well done Bob O’Brien –
Praful Patel, who won the Leicester
Mercury Trophy for students. The Yates
Cup, in which student pairs play E/W
against club players N/S, was won by
Hasmukh Sumaria – Praful Patel.
After six rounds Tim Glover – Peter
Neville lead the Stanley Trophy (Butler
Pairs Championship); Alison Nichols –
Simon Stokes are 2nd.
The Annual Charity Swiss Teams
organised by Barkby Bridge Club on
April 1 was won by Ben and Joan Gibson,
Mike Osborne and James Spencer.
The Joseph’s Bowl final (Teams of Four
Knockout) will be between Stokes and
Odams. The final of the Butterworth
Trophy will be between Nichols and
Thakrar. The Leicester Cup was won by
Mick Mahoney, Peter Halford, John
Milne and Brian Marlow. The corresponding Plate competition was won by
Anne and Steve Wright, Bharat Thakrar
and Jenny Grant.
June 2012 English Bridgee
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Diary dates: June 13, LCBA AGM &
Presentations, Rothley Centre. June 17,
Midland League v Derbyshire, Rothley
Centre. July 12, Kidney Research Charity
Sim Pairs, Ashby. July 21, Green-point
Pairs, Spondon. July 22, Green-point
Teams, Spondon. July 30, EBU Sim Pairs
(County Bridge Club & Melton).

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
LINCOLN Gold Cup:
Maurice Ladlow, Mo
Par sons, John Gaunt,
Debbie Burton won by 7
IMPs in the final against
Glynn Elwick, Mike Llewellyn, Roy
Hughes, Keith Stewart. Veterans’ Cup:
1. John Longmuir – Andrew Green,
2. Nick Dyer – Mike Perry, 3. Sylvia
Bunton – Brigid Hughes. Champion Pairs
League: George Foord – Patrick Rimmer
won the April event; Mo Parsons –
Maurice Ladlow won both the February
and the March event.
Diary dates: June 10, Charles Heward
Trophy, Dunholme. June 24, AGM and
Herbert Trophy for Pairs, Dunholme
(free entry).

David Bakhshi was 2nd in the Premier
Grands, and Paul Chapman – Simon
Pollack 3rd in the Nationals. Paul and
Simon also won the Bedford Swiss Teams
along with Graham Pollack. In Harrogate, Mike Fletcher was 2nd in the Pairs
and Rob Cliffe 2nd in the Teams. Ryan
Stephenson – Liz Clery were 4th nationally in the Portland Pairs.
London Championship Pairs: 1. Eric
Duffelen – David Bakhshi, 2. Anita
Sinclair – Zia Mahmoud, 3. David Gold
– Susanna Gross; Consolation Pairs:
1. Martin Baker – Dave Strawbridge,
2. Malcolm Todd – John Pemberton,
3. Benji Hackenbroch – Mandie Campbell. LMBA Swiss Pairs: 1. Alex Hydes –
David Levy, 2. Jason Hackett – Derek
Patterson, 3. Colin Bailey – David Pinder.
Swiss Teams: 1= Andrew Abelson, Tim
Gauld, Brian McGuire, Guy Hart, and
Paul Hackett, Roger O’Shea, Jason and
Justin Hackett; 3. Barbara and Barry
Stoker, Gordon O’Hair, Bob Hampson.
London Trophy Pairs: 1. Neil and
Christine Tomkin, 2. Bob Bowman –
Arun Suri, 3. Bill Linton – Tim Pelling.

Manchester
www.lighton.btinternet.co.uk/

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Toby Nonnenmacher and
Michael Alishaw, selected
to play in the England
U-20 Team in the World
Championships in China. Very well done
to Alex Hydes who has swept the board
recently with wins in the Life Masters
Pairs, the Easter Championship Pairs,
the London Swiss Pairs and both the
Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams in Harrogate – the latter with Alan and Olivia
Woo. Other good results at Easter came
in the Championship Pairs from Mark
Teltscher – Tom Townsend, 2nd, Phil
King, 3rd, and Anita Sinclair, 4th; in the
Swiss Pairs from Rob Cliffe – Millie
Jones, 2nd and Helen Erichsen, 3rd; and
in the U19 Pairs from Michael Alishaw –
Sam Behrens, 3rd. At the Ranked Masters,

WELL done to Paul
Worswick – Paul Beckwith who finished 5th in
the National Pairs B
Final. Congratulations to Sinead Bird –
Sarah O’Connor who have won the
Under 25 Pairs at the London Easter
Festival; Laura Bonney playing with
Rasool Somji was 3rd. Also in London,
Mike Bell won the Monday Swiss Pairs
with Simon Creasey. In the Northern
Easter Festival, Alec Smalley, Tom Slater,
Peter Jones and Jeff Smith were 2nd in
the Swiss Teams, and Rob Myers won the
Swiss Pairs with James Thrower.
John Hassett, Jeff Morris, Michael
Byrne, John Holland have once again
reached the final of Crockfords.
The final of the Goldstone Trophy was
won by the team captained by Michael
Byrne (Alan Mould, John Holland,
Rodney Lighton, Michael Newman, with
Gary Hyett in earlier rounds) who beat

Barbara Lewis (Sam Herman, Tom Slater,
Alec Smalley) by 15 IMPs. Team Byrne
will represent Manchester in the Pachabo.
As expected, the League title will be
decided by the final match between
Curry Eaters (Justin Hackett, Martin
Taylor, Darren Everts, Paul Hackett) and
St Titus (Michael Byrne, Michael Newman, Alan Mould, Gary Hyett, Rodney
Lighton).
Diary dates: the annual Green Point
Swiss Teams will be at St Peters Assembly
Rooms, Hale on Sun July 22.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS
to David Flacks – Liz
Commins who won the
national Premier Life
Masters Pairs, a fantastic achievement. In the Premier Grand
Masters, David Stevenson finished an
excellent 3rd in partnership with Tracy
Capal of Manchester.
The County Open Swiss Teams event
for the Eric Howarth Trophy took place
in mid-March. There was a good turnout and the winners were Liz Commins
David Stevenson, Paddy Murphy and
Matt Foster.
Paul Roberts – Julian Merrill won the
Northern final of the EBU National
Pairs – an excellent achievement.
Dave and Jean Keen, Liz Commins,
David Stevenson were 2nd in the Swiss
Teams at the Cumbria Congress. Dave
and Jean were also members of the team
that finished 2nd in the North Wales
Spring Swiss Teams; Ted Reveley, Bill
Niccol, Stuart Matthews, Alan Stephenson were 3rd.
The County Women’s Team event for
the Jean Keen Trophy was won by Joan
King, Pat Crossley, Lollo Murthwaite,
Mui Fellows; the runners-up were
Margaret Howe, Barbara Serres, Joan
Marray, Jill Knight.
Diary dates: June 7, Liverpool BC
Open Teams. June 14, Jim Davies Swiss
Teams, Heswall BC. June 26, Bill Hughes
Sim Pairs (clubs). June 30 - July 1, President’s Cup, MBC. Aug 4, Northern
Counties League (NCL) Round 1. Aug
25, NCL Round 2.

Middlesex

Photo: Oxon CBA
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Warwickshire 2012 winners of Oxon’s Beck Cup, from left to right:
David Kenward, George Cuthbert, Ian Handley and Roger Bryant
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WELL done to Jerry
Harouni – Ray Robinson
who were 2nd in the A
Final of the National Pairs.
A number of players
recorded good results in
the London Easter Festival.
Jeremy Dhondy, Andrew
McIntosh and Jerry Cope won the Swiss
Teams; Jack Mizel and Thor Erik
Hoftaniska were 2nd, and Steve Root
came 3rd. In the Championship Pairs,
Fredrik Bjornlund finished 4th. In the
Under-19 Pairs Josh Treon came 2nd.
In county news, the Middlesex County
Bridge Association 75th Anniversary Swiss
Teams was won by the narrowest of
margins. After a split tie, the winners

were Jeremy Dhondy, Richard Hillman,
Alan Kay and Jerry Cope. Peter Bentley,
Eddie Richart, John Stimpson and
Winnie Godber were joint 2nd with
Tony Cummins, Trevor Seeing, Elizabeth
Taylor and David Messer.
Congratulations to Jacqui Tobias –
Frank Wharton who won the Middlesex
Championship Pairs Final; Anne Rosen
– Jeremy Dhondy were 2nd, Nigel Bird –
Tony Mutukisna were 3rd, with Ray
Robinson – Jerry Harouni 4th. All four
pairs have qualified for the Corwen
Trophy. In the Middlesex Cup, the semifinals have been completed and the
Rosen and Silverstone teams are set to
play in the final for the right to represent the county in the Pachabo.
Diary dates: June 11, AGM, 7.15pm;
Committee Cup, 8pm; both at Oshwal
Club, Northwood. The County website
has an extensive competitions calendar.

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
NORFOLK enjoyed a busy
weekend at the end of
March with the Norfolk
Congress attracting keen
bridge players from across
the county. Proud Norfolk
Cup winners were Michael Whiting –
David Loasby; the Swiss Teams honours
were taken by Chris Smart, Jackie
Davies, Mike Scoltock and Chris
Mallon. Outgoing Norfolk President
Maureen Kimbley marked the culmination of her year of office by presenting
two trophies to encourage less experienced bridge players to participate in
the Congress. Her Trophy for the top
pair in the qualifying round below the
rank of Regional Master went to Susan
Falgate – Dennis Ellis and the Teams
Cup to Eileen Townsend, Janette Wells,
Graham Hardman, Stewart Farquharson.
The trophy presentations at the
Norfolk Congress were Maureen’s final
duty as President before handing over
to Mary Smith. Many thanks to
Maureen for all her hard work and a
warm welcome to Mary.
Still on the theme of encouraging
newer players, the winners of the
Barbara Dick-Cleland Trophy for players
below the rank of Master were Barbara
Foxhay – Ray Thompson, and the
Buxton Trophy for those below Tournament Master was won by Jeannette and
Melvyn Pamplin.
The Afternoon Bridge Club in Costessey celebrated its second birthday by
holding its first ABC Open Trophy Swiss
Teams event on March 18. The winning
team were Malcolm Loveridge, Kevan
Mann, Masuma Ali and Mary Smith.
Beccles Bridge Club have been running an annual Swiss Teams event for
some twenty-five years. Peter and Brenda
Howlett, who have organised it for the
past five years, have now decided to take
a well-earned rest and the ABC Open
Swiss Teams will take over its slot from
January 2013.

www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS
North East
www.neba.co.uk
THE final of the Kempson Vases was won by
the Hurworth Team of
Clive Owen, Damian
Hassan, John Atthey,
and Martin Kane with
the runners-up being the Cramlington
Team of Frank and Janet Springett,
Brenda Osborne and Mike Stansbury.
Hurworth were also the winners of the
Club Champions Team Competition
with their team of Hayden Dando, Liz
Reese, Damian Hassan and David
Broadhead; 2nd place was taken by the
St George’s team of Bob Watts, Ken
Pattison, Bev Godfrey and Nichola
Cockerill-Smith.
The Newcastle Pairs Congress, held in
April, was won by Ian Rankin – Mike
Stanbury. The Consolation final was
won by Aileen Cunningham – Jim
Hodgson.
The NEBA Congress is moving to a
new venue this year. It will be held in the
Gateshead Marriott Hotel adjacent to
the Metrocentre on November 9-11.

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
IN the County Match against Lincolnshire the first and second teams won 17-3
and 19-1, but the third team lost
narrowly 9-11. In the County Match
against Staffordshire, the first and
second teams won 13-7 and 14-6, but
the third team lost 1-19.
The Team of Four KO final was won
by John and Irene Auld, Lloyd Eagling
and Keith Rodgers. Journal Cup: 1. David
Burgess – Gordon Fullerton, 2. Ankush
Khandelwal – Simon Spencer, 3. Phil
Dale – Ray Furlonger. Spring Competition: 1. John Auld, 2= David Burgess
and Gordon Fullerton.
Diary dates: on Wednesdays the Black
and Farr Cups alternate, with the last of
the three teams events on June 27.

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
IN an exciting new development, Oxfordshire, in
addition to its main Congress, is hosting a Social
Welcome Pairs Congress for
students and less experienced club players on June 16 at
Drayton Village Hall. Please contact
Claire McDonagh for further details
and entries: ( 07584 047140 or email
obacomp@gmail.com
All Oxon members are invited to its
AGM on Tuesday June 12, 7.30pm at
Oxford Bridge Club. (Free bridge and
refreshments included.)
Warwickshire (David Kenward,
George Cuthbert, Ian Handley and
Roger Bryant) won the Beck Cup,
Oxon’s prestigious Invitation Teams of
Four (picture on previous page).
Congratulations to Andrea Smith –
Geoff Nicholas, winners of the County

www.ebu.co.uk

Pairs final, who will represent the county
in the Corwen Trophy.
Remarkably, Oxfordshire pairs held
all top three places at the National Pairs
Regional Finals at Solihull with David
and Jeremy Bygott in 1st place, Colin
Jones – Jennifer Griffiths 2nd and Mike
Webley – Geoff Nicholas 3rd.
Dale Thomas – Keith Goswell won
the March Seniors’ Pairs with Prue
Porter – Edna Gillett winning in April.
As overall winners for 2011-2012, Geoff
Nicholas – Krishan Jalie were awarded
the Sadler Seniors’ Silver Salver.
Diary dates: Tues June 5, Tuesday
Pairs Play-off, Oxford BC. Sun June 10,
Mixed Pairs Championship. Tues June
12, OBA AGM. Sat June 16, Welcome
Pairs Congress, Drayton, and June 16-17,
Main Congress, Steventon.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk
THE final of the Championship Teams is between
Ken Bawdon’s team and
Roger Sweet’s team.
Western League: at the
end of March, Somerset
were lying 2nd overall with a match
against Avon to be played on May 12.
Congratulations to Colin Flood –
Eric Cummings for winning the
Championship Pairs with 65.15%;
Graham Hill – Colin Juneman came
2nd. The Plate winners were Les
Botting – Gordon McBride
Eric Cummings – Barbara Biggin
were 3rd in the Portland Pairs and Roger
Sweet – Graham Heal were 2nd in the
National Pairs Regional Final.
Diary dates: The County AGM and
Swiss Teams has been brought forward
to Saturday June 9. There is a twosession Seminar being organised for
October 1st, run by Andrew Robson.

We are all saddened to hear of the
death of Sue Anslow, who was our
County Secretary for many years. Our
thoughts are with her family and
friends.
We wish Paul Hackett the best of luck
as he represents England in the Seniors
at the European Championships in
Dublin in June, and also to Shrewsbury
BC who have qualified for the Garden
Cities Regional Final.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
FOR the first time in the
county’s history Suffolk’s
‘A’ team has won the top
division of the Eastern
Counties League. This underlines the
advances made by Suffolk’s top team,
captained by David Price, adding to
their success in reaching the Tollemache
final twice in the last three years.
The Club Teams-of-Four (Thornaway
Cup) was won by Sarah and Nick Farr,
Jenny and David Price, with teams led
by Keith Manley and Peter Gemmell in
2nd and 3rd places respectively.
The Suffolk Pairs was won by Debby
Sutcliffe – Maria Allnutt, from Michael
Sherer – Eric Newman 2nd and Peter
Brown – Keith Manley 3rd.
The Sudbury/Colchester Swiss Teams
was won by Peter Carlisle, Birte Ditchburn, Chris Kennedy and Victor Floriean
with a match to spare. Teams led by Rick
Hanley and Jill Tattersfield were 2nd
and 3rd respectively.
In the Premier Division of the Winter
League, any one of four teams could win
the championship with one round still
to play. In the Second Division, teams led
by Norman Less, Bim Wilson, Barbara
Barker and Richard Evans will contest
the semi-finals.
Diary dates: Sun June 3, ECL match
v Norfolk (home). Sun June 10, ECL

match v Herts (away). Wed June 13,
Mixed Pairs, 7.15pm, IDIBC. Sat June
23, Garden Cities Regional Finals
(Colchester DBC representing Suffolk),
Peterborough. Tue July 3, Married Pairs,
7.15pm, Stowmarket Club. Wed July 18,
Seniors’ Pairs, 7.15pm, Clare Club. Sun
July 15, ECL match v Northants (away).

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
FIRSTLY, many congratulations to Bob
Rowlands – Peter Lee who were runaway winners of this year’s National
Pairs with 64.56%. They last won this
event in 2007 and are the first pair to
win the National Pairs while also holders
of the Reg Corwen.
Graham Osborne, Frances Hinden,
Jeffrey Allerton played a major part in
the England’s Camrose triumph in
March.
A very exciting Affiliated Teams of
Eight event saw Farnham A (Tim Rees,
Simon Foale, Jack Goody, Varda Derwig,
Graham Davison, Gabriel Hearst, Tim
Green, Jane Green) win on a split tie
from Wimbledon A.
At the 13th County Schools Bridge
Event, the winning pair in the Minibridge competition were Henry Johnson
and Edd Evans from Weydon School,
while St Paul’s Boys once again won the
competition for the Surrey Cup.
If you want to get the quarterly
newsletter sent out by SCBA, then the
EBU need to have your email address.
Why not check your details to see if they
are correct? You need to know your EBU
number and password to do this. If you
do not know your password, then ring
the EBU or email them and they will let
you know.
Many thanks to all who took part in
the Surrey Simultaneous Pairs for the
Rainbow Trust. With some monies still
to come, the total raised is £2381.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
THE Bearn winners were
Roy Martin – Peter
Cartwright with Annette
Lucas – Mike Cornes 2nd
and Pat Poxon – Norman
Jones 3rd. All three pairs will represent
us in the Corwen.
Comfortable winners of the League
were Geoff Davies, Robin Adey, Geoff
Feltblower, John Day, Peter Cartwright.
Paul Hackett’s team was 2nd with Peter
Foster’s team 3rd. In Division 2, Jenny
Mathews, Graham Winterburn, Celia
Day, Sue Yardley, Gillian Allsop took the
title; also promoted to Division 1 were
Tony Brian, Craig Woodbridge, Mike
Beach, Geoff Neal; Norman Jones’s
team finished 3rd.
The county expresses a great note of
thanks to Judy Mitchell for organizing
the Shropshire Green-pointed Congress:
Pairs: 1. David Stevenson – Liz Commins,
2. Julian Merrill – Paul Roberts. Teams:
1. Keith Shuttleworth, Brian Nicholls,
Roger Bowles, John Waller; 2. Sue and
Nick Woodcock, Bill and Liz
Wattleworth.

Congratulations to two of NEBA’s younger members who married in April and
have formed the perfect partnership. Laura Perryman and Rob Morris met at
a Durham University bridge weekend while Laura was a Durham student and
Rob was at Cambridge. They play at St George’s Bridge Club in Darlington,
and have represented the North-East in inter-county events. We wish them
every happiness and success for the future.
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The Swiss Pairs, which includes the
AGM, will be held at the Peace
Memorial Hall, Ashtead, on Sunday July
15 at 2pm. Ashtead is one of the venues
we are considering for next year’s
events, so feedback would be useful
Entries via the website or to Frances
Trebble ( 01252 679883.

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
134 PAIRS took part in the
Senior Simultaneous Pairs: 1.
Tilly Hennings – Jack
Woodard, 2. Joan Levine –
Shirley Halmer. Sussex Individual: 1. Reg Underwood,
2. Bob Turvey. Mixed Pairs
Final: 1. Neil Watts – Chris Jepson, 2. Liz
Lancaster – Gerry Stanford.
Ranked Masters competition: in the
Life Masters section Dave Nastaszczuk –
Philip Roxburgh were 2nd and in the
Masters section William Bourne – Nick
Levine were also 2nd. Well done to all of
them.
Sussex Pairs Final: 1. Andrew Southwell – Ian Lancaster, 2. Dave Franklin –
Gerry Standford. Championship Teams
Final: 1. Mike Keeping, Matt Read, John
Williams, David Benjamin; 2. Duncan
Curtis, Andy Morris, Malcolm and
Karen Pryor.
Spring Congress: Mixed Pairs: 1. Joy
Mayall – Malcolm Wright, 2nd= Simon
Fishburn – Diane Johnstone, Jill and
David Armstrong. Basic Bridge: 1. Barry
Sowton – John Watling, 2. Katharine
and Stephen Kennedy. Welcome Pairs:
1. Susan Napper – Katherine Holdbrook,
2. Bruce and Pat Barrett. Swiss Pairs:
1. Andrew Cairns – Espen Erichsen (25
VPs ahead of field), 2. Amanda Bolton –
Jeanne Boydell. Swiss Teams: 1. John
Jackson, Leon Northeast, Yves Le Brec
and Peter Brown; 2. Per Lindsten,
Richard Newton, Giles Faulkner and
Andy Ryder.
The Gladys Hakki Trophy for services
to the county was awarded to Julia
Simpson for her sterling work as
Secretary for many years. After five years
of consistently hard work as County
Chairman, Jackie Clinton has been made
a Vice-president. We wish Joy Mayall, the
new County Chairman, a very successful
term of office.
Diary dates: June 10, Novice Swiss
Teams, West Sussex. June 24, Green
Point Swiss Pairs, Ardingly. July 15,
Venture Pairs, Henfield. July 22, Green
Point Swiss Teams, East Grinstead
Hockey Sports Centre.

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Pete Nicholds and Jim
Wortley from Kent for
winning the National
Masters section of the
Ranked Masters.
The Fledgling Pairs at the Coventry
Congress was won by Anca Kranenborg
– Janet Giles; the Binley Bowl by Prue
and Adrian Knight; the Godiva Swiss
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Pairs by Ben Green – John Holland, and
the Jaguar Swiss Teams by Roger Bryant,
David Kenward, Adam and Paul Jones.
A Swiss Pairs competition for novices
was held recently. Congratulations to
Alan and Vicky Greggs from Northfield
BC who won North-South and to
Hilary Lord – Val Young from Stratford
BC who won East-West.
A varied programme of events for
players of all levels is incorporated in
the West Midlands BC Congress to be
held on June 8-10. Details on the W.M.
Website.
The County AGM is to be held at
Cov. & N.W.B.C. on Sunday June 24;
everyone is encouraged to attend. The
Chick O’ the County (a one-session
event) starts at 1.30pm; this event is free
of charge. The Cock O’ the County (a
two-session event) starts at 1.45pm; the
charge, including tea, is £12 per pair.
The A.G.M. wil be at 5pm.
At the Easter Bridge Festival in
London, Simon Creasey – Mike Bell
headed a field of 148 pairs to win the
Swiss Pairs event.
Diary dates: Thurs July 5, Seniors
Teams event to include afternoon tea,
1.30pm, W.M.B.C. July 15, Stratford
Shakespeare Swiss Teams, 12 noon;
details from gordon@gordonfox.co.uk

Westmorland
www.bridgewebs.com/westmorland
THE AGM was held in
April and the trophy
winners in the Championship Teams were Babs and
Tim Matthews, John
Farmer
and
David
Strawbridge. Winners in the Championship Pairs were John Farmer – David
Strawbridge. The County Individual
winner was Alan Farmer. The County
Nights Cup was awarded to Robin Rose
and John MacLachlan.
Congratulations to Westmorland’s
Master Point Trophy winners 2011,
John Ellwood, John Morrell, Peter
Thornton.
The Kendal Club are preparing for
their 50th anniversary celebrations in
October, where they are looking to
arrange various handicap competitions
culminating in a dinner event.
Following up on the Northern Counties EBU meeting, the Westmorland
committee is well on the way to establishing a bank of bridge teachers to build
on the fine work done by Philip Wraight
over the last ten years.
Diary dates: Sept 30, Open Swiss
Pairs, the Castle Green Hotel. Enquiries
to Ellwoodnz@aol.com

Division winners were Keith Williamson,
Pat Davies, Valerie Austwick, Kathy
Hodgson, Chris Dixon, Keith Sharp; in
2nd place was James Dunlop’s squad.
Second Division winners were Chris Starr,
Reg Thorpe, Peter Edwards, Peter Chappell, Chris Booth, Mo Turner; runnersup were Cooper. Third Division winners
were Don Hodgson, Rod Johnston,
Mike Cripp, Jo Seddon, Helen Holden,
Pat Lewis; 2nd were Wright.
The Wiltshire Knockout events have
not quite been completed, but I can
report that the Plate competition has
been won by Richard Gwyer’s team.
The Non-Expert Teams was won by
Chris Starr, Kathryn Footner, Peter
Edwards, Peter Chappell; 2nd were Ian
Lund, Gerry McAinsh, Anne Hall, Emma
Jackson.
The Wilts / Avon Green-point Event
was very well attended but success for
Wiltshire players was limited to the
teams event. Colin and Gayle Webb
were the highest-placed in the Pairs, but
prizes went to the quartet of Diana
King, Phil Green, Norman Botton and
Richard Samter who were runners-up
in the Teams.
The Wiltshire teams are in mid table
in the Western League.
And so ends a county season where
more events have been held and more
people played than for some years – a
successful season.

Worcestershire
www.worcestershirebridge.co.uk
THE end of the season
and lots of competitions
resolved – even if many
of them went down to
the wire!
First off, congratulations and good
luck to Nick Forward, Steve Allerston,
Brett Welsh and Clive Finney, who won
the Closed Teams and will represent
Worcestershire in the Pachabo. Nick and
Steve have also won through to the
Crockfords Plate Final with Stewart
Fishburne, Mike Willoughby and Ian
Thompson, so more good luck to them!
The County Leagues proved close,
with the Grumpy Old Men prevailing in
the final match in the First Division and
Split Menaces doing the same in the
Second Division. The Bandits have won
the No Fear Division but the Third Division has yet to be decided.
The Grand Prix Teams also produced
a tight finish, Unquote narrowly edging
out the holders, Worcestershire Grant.
Mike Theelke – James Taylor won the
Ladder with a session to go, leaving
Stewart Fishburne – Mike Willoughby to
win the race for second place. Mike
Theelke was also victorious, playing

with Joyce Skelton, in the County
Championship Pairs, David Thomas –
Jimmy Ledger finishing as runners-up.
Georgina and Ian Lineker won the
Veteran’s Pairs. Sue Evans – Dennis
Loynes won the Phillipps Heats and we
will report on the final being resolved
this coming weekend.
Finally, Worcester A won the Ron
Allen Cup, which is the Garden Cities
Qualifier, and we wish them luck in the
Regional Finals.
The Grand Prix Teams starts again
on July 11 – don’t miss it!

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk
AT the EBU’s Northern
Easter Festival – played at
York and hosted by the
YCBA – Yorkshire players
took the first three places in the Swiss
Pairs: James Thrower – Rob Myers,
Mark Bratley – Liz Reese, and Paul
Brereton – Frank Dixon. Annette and
Mike Jackson, John Kimpton and Philip
Mason were the winners of the Swiss
Teams.
In the Northern National Pairs, Alan
Brosgill – Robin Jepson were 2nd and
David Waxman – David Fletcher 3rd.
Patrick Trevanion – Stuart Barrett were
2nd in the National Pairs B Final.
Yorkshire Junior players Rhys Munden
and Laura and David Fennimore were
members of the winning team in the
EBU’s Harry Scully Trophy event.
Sheffield A were winners of Division
1 of the Yorkshire League.
County and club event successes:
Doncaster Swiss Pairs: Dave Butler –
Bob Brown. Waddington Shield: Sarah
Teshome, Richard Winter, Tony McNiff,
Bill Townsend. Seniors Knockout: David
Musson, Graham Jepson, Sandy Davies,
Tom Gisborne. Peter Littlewood Seniors
Pairs: John Kimpton – Dave Robinson.
West Yorkshire Swiss Teams: Steve Haley,
Mike Nicholson, and Paul and Hilda
Williams. Yorkshire Improvers Pairs:
1. Maxine and Trevor Lazenby, 2. Tanis
Jackson – Gillian Emerson, 3. Jackie
Roberts – Pauline Stout. Golf Clubs
event: Wakefield GC (Dennis Thompson, Ann Carrington, Roger and Pauline
Parker).
Diary dates: June 8-10, Yorkshire
Congress, Cairn Hotel, Harrogate. June
13, Affiliated Clubs Teams, Tickton.
June 14, John Gerrard Simultaneous
Pairs. June 15, YCBA AGM, Doncaster.
June 17, Castle Swiss Pairs, Huddersfield. June 24, Malton Swiss Teams,
York. June 30, Yorkshire Schools Cup,
Harrogate. July 1, Flitch, Harrogate. July
8, Waddington Cup Final, York. July 15,
Newcomers Pivot Teams, Doncaster. r

Wiltshire
www.wcba.co.uk
THE county had more
teams in the League than
in previous years, which,
coupled with the fact that each division
went to the final round of matches
before the winners were decided, meant
an enjoyable season all round. Premier

June 20th is the closing date
for the submission of county reports
for the next issue of English Bridge.
Please e-mail: elena@ebu.co.uk
www.ebu.co.uk

LOCAL MASTER PROMOTIONS
March – April 2012
We regret that space constraints prevent us from printing other promotions. Sorry if your name is not in the magazine;
new promotions are published every month on, and can be downloaded from, the EBU website at www.ebu.co.uk
Landmark promotions are published in the April, August and December issues of English Bridge.
Avon

Channel Islands

Mr David John Atkins
Ms G Beardsley
Mr Mel Bishop
Mrs Jean Cable
Miss P Carwardine
Mrs Anne Davey
Mrs Aldyth Davies
Mrs Val Freer
Ms Patricia Hilton
Mrs Sue Keefe
Mrs Susan Papier
Mr Roger Paynter
Sandra Pearce
Mr Clifford Simpson
Christine Woodhouse

Mrs A Bessell
Mrs Mary Spratt

Bedfordshire
Mrs Christine Afflick
Helen Donkin
Trevor Stiff
Neil Swann

Berks. & Bucks.
Mr Stuart Aitken
Carol Allen
Mrs Brenda Alsagoff
Mrs Ann Appelboom
Mr Bob Bates
Linda Beadle
Cyril Berkeley
Mr Victor Bhalla
Mrs J Birt
Mr Andrew Bungard
Mrs Tessa Carmont
Mr Brian Catchick
Mr Peter Clough
Mrs Jean Cook
Mrs Eugenia Eagle
Mr Paul Ellis
Mrs Maureen Hall
Mrs P Jamieson
Mrs G Kazantzis
Mr Michael Kazantzis
Hazel Kerr
Mrs Wilhemena Kiebert
Lise Levy
Mr Tim Linton
Mrs Sue Lowe
Mrs C Mcevoy
Viv Mckee
Benita Moores
David Moores
Mrs Jacqui Robinson
Sue Robson
Susan Solomon
Mr Douglas Sulley
Mrs C Wells
Mrs Marian Whiting

Cambs & Hunts
Mrs Sue Brown
Andrew Clegg
Mrs Penny Seely
Mr JJ Wilks

www.ebu.co.uk

Cornwall
Mrs Pat Fogden
Mrs Pat Jepp
Mrs Jean Livesey
Mrs M Rich
Mrs Pam Wakley

Cumbria
Mrs Susan Bell
Mrs Ann Dotchin
Mr Gerry Fitzjohn
Mrs A Newberry
Mr Andrew Power
Mrs Eleanor Prentice
Miss C Reed
Mr Peter Wooley

Derbyshire
Mr Peter Dawson
Janet Green
R Innes
Jo Marsden
Mr Clive Marshall
Mrs G Rebaudi
Mr P Rougeolle
Mrs Ann Young

Devon
Mrs Mary Bannister
Mr D Denby
Peter Driver
Mr Bruno Hanoman
Mr H Harlow
Mrs Maureen Jones
Mr Ray Lord
Mrs Mary Purdie
Doug Ralph
Mr J Short
Margaret Steele
Mrs Margaret Turnor
Mrs Andrea Walrond
Mrs Barbara Watson
James Woodage

Direct
Mrs P Reed

Dorset
Mr R Beech
Mr E Hudson
Estelle Moss
Judy Royle
Bob Steedman
Mrs Tricia Williamson

Essex
Mr Ken Archer
Jim Bacchus
Elsie Booth
Mrs Toni Ferner
Mrs Shirley Gibson
Mr Kenneth Hall
Mrs Gwenyth Kirk
Vivien Lake
Mr Ian Marsh

Mrs Carole Mathews
Mrs Anne Mcdonald
Mr Ronald Misell
Janet Porter
Vera Tillyer

Gloucestershire
Mr Jeremy Furtado
Mr Peter Mansion
Mrs Margaret Norman
Mrs Caroline Ovenstone
Mrs Joan Positive
Mr J Positive
Mr Richard Roberts
Mr Pm Runggaldier
Mrs JM Scarrett
Mrs Brenda Stokes
Denys Thompson
Clare Tingle
Mrs Hilary Whittenbury
Mrs E Woodcock

Hants & I.o.W.
Mr Michael Boland
Mrs Christine Charvill
Mr Alan Delahay
Mr Bill Evans
Mr Peter Good
Mr John Gray
Mrs Eva Jensen
Mrs Dorothy Jury
Joan Middleton
Mr Dave Mullen
Mrs Sue Ryan
Mrs Joyce Sherliker
Mr Blake Simms
Mrs Evelyn Timms
Beryl Wallis
Doreen Woolf

Herefordshire
Mrs Mary Bennett
Jo Copping
Mrs Elizabeth Miller

Hertfordshire
Sally Benson
Jane Bowler
Ian Buckley
Miss Liz Burns
Pauline Cockman
Mrs Jan Cook
Barry Cooksley
Mr JL Dalton
Graham Dann
Muhib Dathi
Mr Geoff Drewery
Gill Drewery
Mrs J Gowlett
Mrs Christine Haden
Mrs Wendy Ibsen
Mrs L Jordan
Vinod Khanna
Mrs Jan Metcalf
David Morgan
Mr Anthony Pettengell
Jane Shipp
Mrs Merle Siddons

Jan Stephens
Mrs Beryl Trundle
Mrs Margaret Wells

Isle of Man
Mr Francis Masserick
Mr David Morris

Kent
Moselle Ambrose
Mrs A Banks
Mrs T Bayley
Rosemary Beacham
Mrs Ann Buckland
Mr Malcolm Burch
Mrs Philippa Burch
Mrs H Cernis
Mrs Joyce Cooper
Mr P Dadds
Christine Davies
Mr David Davies
Mrs Kate Dittrich
Mr Gerhard Hess
Mr Peter Kenward
Susan Langley
Mr Terry Leadbeater
Mrs Ann Leonard
Mr Simon Leonard
Mrs Ruth Minshall
Anthony Perkins
Mr David Richards
Ian Sands
Mrs Janet Sears
Mrs J Thornley
Mr Ian White
Mrs Jane Williams
Jilla Wright
Mr Peter Wright

Lancashire
Mr John Appleyard
Mrs Iris Charnock
Mr Brian Clay
Mrs Sheila Clay
Ms Pauline Cope
Michael John Corless
Mrs Kathleen Doods
Mr Gregory Durkin
Mrs Nuala Durkin
Miss C Gregory
Mr Robin Hartley
Mr A Kleiman
Mr Tony Langley
Mrs Jean Lewis
Mrs Patricia Moors
Mr Jeff Pinder
Mr Bernard Rostron
Ms Susan Squires
Mr KG Stewart
Mrs Beryl Whiteley
Ms Susan Ann Witter

Leicestershire
Ms Shona Berrisford
John Brown
Mrs Lorna Brown
Mr Kevin Grady
Mrs Zena Grady

Mrs Erena Jones
Mrs E Merriman
Mrs Margaret Mills
Mr Ron Munday
Mrs Pamela Stonehouse

Lincolnshire
Mr Mike Cox
Mrs Alison Epton
Mr Tim Fell
Mr Norman Hancock
Jean Mason
Mr Alec Readhead
Carolyn June Shaw
Mr Paul Storey
Mrs Shirley Terry
Mrs T Yandall

London

Mrs Margaret Allanby
Mrs Marion Forsyth
Mrs Sheila Jenkinson
Mr Patrick Knights
Mrs Roly McHard
JL Perkins
Mr Roger Pringle
Mr Mike Redward
Mr David Smith
Mr Colin White
Mrs Julia White
Mr Mike Wykes
Mr Jan Banerjee
Mrs Patricia Boyd
Gordon Connacher
Mrs Earl
Mr Ken Goddard
Mrs Sue Goddard
Audrey Henderson
Mrs Joan Hunter
Ruth Mallery
Mrs Joan Monk
Mrs IE Partridge
Mr J Robertshaw
Mr Roger Simpson
Anthony Vandervelde
Stuart Wigham

Manchester
Malcolm Allum
Mrs Marie Boyd
Mrs Marion Bryant
Mrs Linda Garrity
Mrs Sandra Kerfoot
Mac Norgate
Sheila Troup
Mr Anthony Yates

Notts

Merseyside/
Cheshire
Mrs Pat Auckland
Mrs Evelyn Blake
Mrs Sue Catchpole
Mr Bob Haydock
Mrs B Hooley
Mr Cyril Hudson
Mrs Frances Hutchinson
Mrs Cath Johnston
Mr Eric Jones
Mr Michael O’Donnell
Mr Stuart Webb

Middlesex
Jawahar Chatwani
Pauline Chilton
Mrs T Doicin
Mr B Eisenberg
Mr Haria
Alison Sands
Mr Anantrai M. Shah
Mrs J M Shah
Mrs V Khetshi Shah
Mrs Gloria Smith
Bharti Vithlani
Ann Bayes
Judith Fairclough
Mr John Knight

Northants

North East

Mr W Coyle
Carol Ferguson
Mr Andrew Joanes
Hiroko Nagata
Mr Mark Nichols
Dinah Rafiee
Mr J Tyrer
Mr AP Wilson

Norfolk

Mr Gavin Mann
Mrs Angela Schumann
Mrs Glynis Thomson
Mrs Diane Walker

Peter Dixon
Elisabeth Fletcher
Mr John Fletcher
Mr John Hawkins
Mrs A Holding
Mr NF Joynes
Mrs Mary Maddocks
Mr Terry Maddocks
Mrs Chris Parsons
Lisa Toohey

Oxfordshire
Mr Tom Brus
Miss LE Covill
Mr Keith Dobson
Valerie Dobson
Keith Grant
Mrs P Hargreaves
Mrs P Hoad
Kay Hunneyball
Mrs G Morrison
Mrs B Price
Annabel Wade

Somerset
Mrs P Bircher
Mrs S Buzzard
Mrs Andrea Cramp
Mr Alan Foster
Mrs Mary Perrett
Mr AH Withstandley
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LOCAL MASTER PROMOTIONS
March – April 2012
Staffs & Shrops
Mr Martin Aherne
Tracy Aherne
Mrs Diane Biddle
Mr Kenneth Davies
Mrs Sylvia Hilton
Mrs Anna Lis
Carol Marsh
Mr Norman Martin
Mr Jim Palmer
Joyce Renshaw
Mrs Pat Silk
Mr Martin Tinson
David Wright

Suffolk
Dr Martin Bartlett
Mrs Penelope Bartlett
Marian Dorey
Mr Roy Dorey
Mr Gerry Ford
Ann Good
Delia Hammerton
Mr Marcus Hopkins
Mrs Bette Mcwilliam
Mrs R Pemberton
Mrs Eileen Sallis
Mr Ivatt Sallis
Mr P Stansfield
Diane Whitley

Surrey
Mr Robert Appleby
Vanessa Barnato
H Blackith
Mrs Norma Davis
Judy Dennis
Mrs Doreen Edmonds
Mr Robin Gilbert
Jean Gill
Mr Philip Goldenberg

Pamela Green
Mrs Sallie Greene
Veronica Grote
Mrs S Harrison
Mrs Joan Heagin
Margaret Highton
Mrs D Hiorns
Mrs Elza Hollands
Mr K Howard
Mrs Angela Hughes
Ms Gail Jarrett
Mrs Barbara Jones
Maureen Kulik
Mrs Nicole Lambourne
Mr Tony Love
Mrs KV Lovelock
Mr John Mansell
Mr Rod Mather
Elisabeth Mathison
Mrs Julie Minards
Mrs Diane Paler
Liz Phipps
Mrs Marian Reardon
Robert Smith
Mrs Valerie Stainer
Mr John Startup
Anna Stokoe
Alan Windle

Sue Goodall
Kevin Greeley
Mr Tony Hammond
Mr Peter Harrison
Mrs Jean Hart
Mrs Denise Hodd
Rita Kay
Mrs Caroline Kemp
Mrs Mary Kidman
Vicki King
Mr Dudley Knowles
Suzanne Malley
Mrs Hamako Martell
Mrs Penny Mitchell
Boyd Pendennis
Mrs Adele Percival
Mrs M Petitpierre
Mrs Barbara Pharoah
Mr Richard Powell
Mrs Rosanna Stevenson
Mrs Pat Tucker
Mrs Caroline Vickers
Mrs Margaret Wearing
Mrs Joan Webber
Phil Whipp
Mrs Florence Whittaker
Mr Geoffrey Whittaker
Mrs Mary Winward

Sussex

Warwickshire

Alan Bristow
Ms L Brodbin
Mrs Adele Brooks
John Budleigh
Mr David Buley
Mr John Cant
Hilde Collins
Mrs Jean Dewell
Bill Edghill
Brian Emmett
Mr Eric Finney

Mrs Sushi Abercrombie
Mrs Angela Adams
Mrs Sarah Andrew
Mrs Jennifer Beckett
Ann Botting
Linda Cartwright
Mr Bill Coling
Lesley Cordery
Mr Michael Drake
Mr Brian Dunkley
Mr Ron Feather

Yvonne Gibbons
Mrs Janet Giles
Mr B Gould
Nick Hall
Mr Keith Hands
Bill Henson
Mr David Ian Heron
Mrs E Jeffrey
Ms Anca Kranenborg
Sam Lam Lok Hin
Mr Derek Liggins
Mr John Maginnis
Mr Michael Mcveigh
Mr David Nicholls
Ann Rudd
Mr James Seddon
Mr Richard Simmons
Mr Barrie Stokes
Mr Chris Sutcliffe
Helen Thompson
Mr Michael Tongue
Mr Stephen Yardley

Westmorland
Mrs M Mason

Wiltshire
Mary Bryan
Mrs Debbie Caiger
Mr David Clayton
Mr Graham Cogswell
Mrs Joyce Court
Emmie Crozier
Ms Tilly Dale
Mr D Davidge
Mrs J Deacon
Mr Colin Diaper
Mr Neil Dutfield
Mrs B Hall
Mr David Hewitt
Mrs E Hutchison
Mr Peter Jackson

Christine Johnson
Barbara Lister
Dr J Russell
Mr R Sorrill
Mr R West

Worcestershire
Mr R H Andrews
Mr Paul Brenda
Mrs Barbara Carrurthers
Mrs Lorraine Matthews
Mrs Dorothy Sealey
Mrs Joanne Shone

Yorkshire
Mr John Adshead
Mrs Judith Andrews
Mrs JE Arecco
Mrs Valerie Askew
Mr M Baron
Mr Chris Baxter
Mrs Kathleen Bell
Mrs S Binns
Celia Bishop
Mrs Sylvia Broughton
Mr Stuart Brown
Liz Cairns
Mrs Ann Calvert
Mrs Janet Carling
Mr B Cavill
Mr Neil Cheetham
Mrs Christine Clappison
Tina Conway
Mr Roger Cook
Mrs MM Coverdale
Jean Crabtree
Mr Ray Crabtree
Kayode Decker
Mrs D Duree
Mrs M Edwardson
Dr S Edwardson
Mrs Janet Emmett

Ray Ford
Rita Garside
Lesley Gray
Mr J Heppenstall
Penny Hepworth
Mrs Lesley Holroyd
Mrs Winifred Honor
Roni Kessler
Mrs H Knapp
Isobel Lester
Mrs Dorothy Michell
Michell Merlo
Mrs Lesley Millard
Mrs Eve Milling
Mrs Santosh Minocha
Mrs Marjorie Newby
Mrs E Nimmo
Anne-Marie Norman
Mrs SIB North
Mr Jan Novy
Gordon Peckitt
Mr Richard Rae
Mr S Rich
Liz Sayner
Freda Scarr
James Scarr
Mrs Ann Shaw
Mrs Ruth Shoesmith
Marion Simpson
Mrs Ann Spink
Mr Richard Spink
Mr Paul Steele
Margaret Steen
Mrs Wendy Steen
Mr Bill Turner
Mr S Usher
Mr Graham Wadeson
Mr J Walford
Julia Waring
Mrs F White

Bridge People
MAURICE COLLETT – AN EXPERT AND AN INSPIRATION
MAURICE COLLETT was born in 1923. It was in Grantham, where his father was in the air force, that
he lost the use of his right arm when he contracted polio at the age of two.
Maurice has been selected to be a torch bearer in the 2012 Olympic torch relay in recognition of his
work and time given to the athletic community. In 1949 he started the Kendal Athletics Club, which is
highly respected for its fell runners. He was also co-founder and Chairman of the Westmorland Schools’
Athletics Association, which enabled youngsters from a small county to compete at national level. At
the age of 41 Maurice took up orienteering; he has held the British Orienteering Champions title for
50-, 65-, 75- and 80-year-olds (he came ‘only’ second at 85!).
Maurice has played bridge for over forty years and started regular duplicate at the Kendal Bridge Club
over the last four years. He plays at least three times a week; he likes the challenge of duplicate and the
social aspect of belonging to the club.
Maurice has spent most of his working life as a teacher. He was a headteacher of a school in the
Bahamas, then came back to Kendal where he taught mathematics at a local secondary school for twentyone years. It was as a teacher taking school parties to Europe that he developed an interest in collecting playing cards in the 1960s. This led to Maurice being instrumental in establishing the
International Playing Card Society www.i-p-c-s.org following its first meeting in Kendal in 1971.
On 20th June 2012 Maurice will carry the Olympic torch in Aysgarth and the Kendal Bridge Club are intending to buy the torch
and establish it as a trophy to be awarded in Maurice’s name in recognition of his achievements.
And finally, as if this man weren’t inspirational enough, he discloses that he has been in a very successful local quiz team for the
last forty years. Not bad for an 89-year-old!
(Wendy Ellwood)
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BERNARD MAGEE’S
INTERACTIVE TUTORIALS
ACOL
BIDDING
z

Opening Bids and
Responses

z

Slams and Strong
Openings

z

Support for Partner

z

Pre-empting

z

Overcalls

z

No-trump
Openings
and Responses

z

£66

Opener’s and
Responder’s Rebids

z

Minors and Misfits

z

Doubles

z

Competitive
Auctions

ADVANCED
DECLARER PLAY
z

z

Making Overtricks
in No-trumps
Making Overtricks
in Suit Contracts

z

Endplays

z

Avoidance

z

Wrong
Contract

z

Simple
Squeezes

z

Counting
the Hand

z

Trump Reductions
& Coups

£81

MORE
(ADVANCED)
ACOL BIDDING
z

Basics

z

Advanced Basics

z

Weak Twos

z

Strong Hands

z

Defence
to Weak Twos

z

Defence to 1NT

z

Doubles

z

Two-suited
Overcalls

z

Defences to
Other Systems

z

Misfits and
Distributional
Hands

Playing Doubled
Contracts

z

Safety Plays

z

Suit Establishment
in No-trumps

z

Suit Establishment
in Suits

z
z

z

z

Lead vs
No-trump Contracts

z

Lead vs
Suit Contracts

z

Partner of Leader
vs No-trump
Contracts

z

z

Updated
comprehensive
manual

Hold-ups

z

Ruffing for
Extra Tricks

Displays on
HD screen

z

Supports large
screens

z

Minibridge option

z

Extra 500 preplayed
hands for teams
making 5,000 in all

z

Extra 500 preplayed
hands for matchpoint pairs making
4,000 in all

Entries in
No-trumps

£76

£86

Delaying
Drawing Trumps

z

Using the Lead

z

Trump Control

z

Endplays &
Avoidance

z

Using the Bidding

z

Improvement
over two years
from version 9

FIVE-CARD
MAJORS &

z

New save match
function

Strong No-Trump

z

Save deals with
automatic file
labelling

z

Closed room – new
button to view
other table

z

Opening Bids
& Responses

z

No-Trump
Openings

z

Partner of Leader
vs Suit Contracts

Support
for Partner

z

Count
Signals

Slams
& Strong Openings

z

Rebids

z

Minors
& Misfits

£76

Really
user-friendly
bridge-playing
software

z

DEFENCE

z

z

£96

DECLARER
PLAY

QPLUS 10

z

Attitude
Signals

z

Discarding

z

Pre-empting

z

Defensive Plan

z

Doubles

z

Stopping Declarer

z

Overcalls

z

Counting
the Hand

z

Competitive
Auctions

£89

QPLUS
TRADE-IN
OFFER
Return any QPLUS
CD and booklet with
a cheque for £35
and receive the very
latest version of the
wonderful QPLUS
Bridge.
Order with absolute
confidence.

Make your cheque payable to Mr Bridge and send to: Mr Bridge , Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2TH

01483 489961

www.mrbridge.co.uk/mrbridge-shop

Fax 01483 797302

System Requirements: Windows XP, Vista or 7, 8mb RAM, CD-ROM

