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I AM DELIGHTED to introduce the
English Bridge Union’s first annual report
which you can now access on our website
www.ebu.co.uk. Here you will read about
the progress that has been made in taking
forward the EBU for the benefit of its
members, including the activities undertaken by all our departments and national
committees in the year 1 April 2011 to 31st
March 2012.
The English Bridge Union provides the
infrastructure, regulation and development of the game of duplicate bridge in
England. We hope this report demonstrates that what we do at national level
ensures that these services are delivered
promptly and effectively locally. We exist
to serve all members, whatever their level
of interest, and we are dedicated to
encouraging more people to take up the
wonderful and compelling game of
duplicate bridge. I hope that this report
will be of interest to all our clubs,
counties and members along with those
individuals and organisations that provide
us with support to develop the game.
It reinforces our values, which are to:

•
•
•

Always act in the interests of our
membership;
Take pride in delivering quality and
value for money;
Respect each other and celebrate
diversity so that everyone can give of
their best.

This has been an exceptional year for the
EBU, with a special message from Her
Majesty the Queen congratulating us on
our 75th anniversary, and recognition from

our fellow national bridge organisations
and governing European and World associations at our achievement of reaching
such a great age! I believe, however, that
we are young at heart and that we invigorate our game and stimulate interest in it
while providing appropriate services to
our current and future members.
The report covers the following headings: The Board, Finance, Club Services,
Education and Development, including
the All Party Parliamentary Group, the
EBU’s place in the world of duplicate
bridge including international competition and international bridge administration; Regulation, Tournament Directors
Development Group, Tournament Committee, English Bridge, the EBU Headquarters at Aylesbury, and General Meetings and Shareholdings.
I would like to thank all of the
volunteers who make up our national
team – the Directors of the Board and all
the members of its standing and sub
committees – as well as the dedicated team
of staff under our General Manager, Barry
Capal, at Aylesbury. A full list of national
volunteers and staff appears at the end of
the report.
The report has already been sent to our
shareholders and will be discussed at the
Annual General Meeting on 3rd October
2012.
If you cannot access the report online
and would like to receive a copy through
the post, please send an A4 stamped
addressed envelope to Annual Report, EBU,
Broadfields, Bicester Road, Aylesbury,
Bucks, HP19 8AZ and we will be happy to
supply you with a copy.
r
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Pairs Tactics

by Andrew Robson

Aim High in a Universal Contract
IF EVERY table is bound to be in, say,
3NT, then the number ‘three’ has no
significance whatsoever. You might as well
be in 1NT, or a hundred no-trumps or a
billion no-trumps (if such things were
possible). You are simply in ‘no-trumps’.
So do the best you can, but leave such
thinking as ‘I have six top tricks, I need
three more for my contract’ to rubber
bridge or teams.
I’ll be honest. When I am declaring a
universal 3NT, I barely know how many
tricks I’ve made at the end, it’s simply not
my focus. I am thinking: ‘What do I think
my opponents hold?’ and basing my line
of play on that. I am not thinking: ‘What
do I need them to hold in order to make
my contract?’ That is rubber/teams
thinking.

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer South.
´ A4
™ KJ5
t Q842
® A542
KJ865
´ Q7
N
Q832
™ 964
W
E
7
t K 10 5 3
S
10 6 3
® QJ97
´ 10 9 3 2
™ A 10 7
t AJ96
® K8

West

1

North

East

South
1NT

Pass1
3NT
All Pass
If I were non-vulnerable (particularly if the
opponents were vulnerable), I would consider making my conventional bid to
show both majors (2® Landy for choice).

West leads the six of spades; plan the
play.
At rubber or teams, I would be thinking: ‘I have six top tricks; I need three
more’. Not at pairs, where I wouldn’t
even bother to count up my top tricks. I
know I need to attack diamonds and
would make the best play to avoid a
diamond loser which, given that West
rates to be shorter as he has considerably
more spades, means running dummy’s
queen and hoping East holds king and
ten (better odds than leading low to the
jack and cashing the ace hoping East has
a doubleton king).
First – trick one, though. Have you met
this position before? West cannot have
king-queen-jack of spades – or he’d have
led the king – so East has one of those
cards, probably doubleton. You must rise
with dummy’s ace to block the suit. You
do so and East flickers before playing low
– you guess that he is considering
whether or not to unblock his honour.
You now lead the queen of diamonds,
East covering with the king (is this best?)
and West following with the seven under
your ace. You now cross to the ace of
clubs to lead and run the eight of
diamonds. A third diamond goes to the
nine and you cash the jack, scooping up
the suit without loss. You watch West’s
three discards, not only the cards but
also in which order they were played and
with what degree of unease. They were,
in order, an easy club, then an easy heart,
then a reluctant spade (the five, indicating that he likely began with five cards
in the suit).
We have reached the ending in the next
column and the lead in your (South)
hand. You think from West’s discards
that his initial shape was 5-4-1-3 (in suit

A TALK WITH THE ENGLAND STARS
You can watch a video of a chat with Sally Brock, Heather Dhondy and David Gold at
https://plus.google.com/u/0/104940679472810189106/posts/4NPBQe4WHa8

www.ebu.co.uk

order). You reason that his easy club
discard is indicative of an initial holding
of three – he would be reluctant to throw
from four with dummy also having four;
his sparing of one heart likely means an
initial four-card holding, now matching
dummy’s three.

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

KJ8
?83
—
10

4
KJ5
—
542
N
E

W
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Q
?64
Void
QJ9

10 9 3
A 10 7
Void
K

What is your best play here?
The answer is a low spade! Let East win
his presumed bare honour (which proves
to be the queen) and lead the queen of
clubs to your king, for you surmise that
West is now out of clubs. You can now
lead a third spade, happy to let West take
his two spades (throwing clubs from
dummy) for he must now lead a heart.
You now score three heart tricks whether
or not West began with the queen (yes,
West would have done better to have
thrown a second heart).
How many tricks did you make? If
you’re like me, you won’t even know. All
you know is that you have read the cards
correctly and made the maximum
number of tricks available. (In fact, for
the BridgeMate/Traveller, it was ten
tricks.)

Andrew’s Tip: Aim high in a
universal contract (but don’t
bother to count winners etc.) r
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Excel Bridge
For the very best in Luxury Bridge Breaks

Events coming up include:
Spectacular setting and superb dinner menu

Treglos Hotel, CONSTANTINE BAY
Nov 4-11 (7 nights) £499

A truly outstanding 4 star deluxe hotel

Marriott Royal, BRISTOL
Nov 16-18/19 £229/269

Our first event of 2013 is already filling up

The Swan, STREATLEY
Jan 25-27/28 £225/255

Ring NOW for a copy of
our full programme
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Bridge Fiction

by David Bird

The Headmaster’s Report
ON THE fifth round of the school
duplicate, Neil Phillips and John Hutson
approached the Headmaster’s table.
‘I wonder if he’ll mention anything
about us coming first in last week’s game,’
said Hutson. ‘No fourth-form pair has
ever won before.’
‘I doubt it,’ Phillips replied. ‘He and
Charlie B were seventh! I bet I know who
took the blame for that.’
Hutson laughed. ‘Only one candidate,’
he said. ‘It’s not as if the Headmaster ever
makes any mistakes.’
The Headmaster glared at the fourthformers as they took their seats. ‘I’m glad
to see that you’re enjoying the session,’ he
declared. ‘What exactly were you laughing
about, just now?’
‘Nothing, Sir,’ Phillips replied.
The Headmaster maintained his fierce
expression. ‘Ah, nothing at all, I see. It’s
lucky you didn’t live in the 18th century.
In those days people who gibbered
foolishly for no reason were locked up in
lunatic asylums.’
‘Were they, Sir?’ said Neil Phillips. How
times have changed, he thought.
Nowadays, they only get put into
detention.

This was the first board of the round:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ Q732
™ A53
t K 10 9 5
® 85
K5
´ J 10 6
N
KQJ97
™ 10 4 2
E
W
43
t 86
S
AQ43
® 10 9 7 6 2
´ A984
™ 86
t AQJ72
® KJ

West
Neil
Phillips

North
Rev.
Benson

East
John
Hutson

1™
Pass

Dble
4´

Pass
All Pass

South
Headmaster
1t
2´

Neil Phillips led the ™K and the Headmaster paused to assess his prospects.
Provided East could be kept off lead, one of
dummy’s clubs could be discarded on the

From the Archives
What Was Happening in . . . 1939
•

New Laws were being contemplated for 1940. Bridge Magazine (June 1939) said:
‘Opinion is unanimous that a drastic revision of the revoke law is necessary. Some
players favour return to the old laws. Others propose various amendments and modifications. All agree that it should be impossible for a revoker to benefit by his irregularity. The difficulty is to frame a law which would be just and applicable to every
case.’

•

Bridge Magazine also gave in to the notion that is was better to use N E S W to designate hands in bridge diagrams rather than what had preceded it, which came from
the days of whist, using A B Y and Z (with Z always being the dealer) to indicate the
position of the players. An American bridge magazine of the time had described it as
a ‘peculiarly British affectation’.

•

Several bridge clubs were raided by police and subsequently prosecuted for having a
fruit machine on the premises.

www.ebu.co.uk

fifth round of diamonds. To prevent any
chance of West crossing to the East hand in
hearts, the Headmaster ducked the first
trick. He won the heart continuation with
dummy’s ace and called for a low trump.
East inserted the ten of trumps and the
Headmaster won with the ace. He was
about to lead a second round of trumps
when he noticed that Phillips had not yet
played to the previous trick. What was the
foolish boy thinking about?
A few seconds later, with the air of
someone uncertain if he was doing the
right thing, Phillips ditched the king of
trumps under declarer’s ace. The game
could no longer be made. The Headmaster
drew a second round of trumps with
dummy’s queen, West following, and then
turned to the diamond suit. East ruffed
the third round with the jack of trumps
and switched to a club. Two club tricks put
the game one down.
‘Wow!’ Hutson exclaimed. ‘If you keep
the king of spades, you win the second
round of trumps and I never get in.’
Phillips returned his cards modestly to
the board. ‘Yes,’ he said.
The Reverend Benson looked quizzically
across the table. ‘What happens if you
come to hand with a heart ruff and lead a
low trump towards dummy’s queen?’ he
asked. ‘Is that any good? Phillips would go
in with the king, surely. He had king
doubleton.’
The Headmaster rubbed some imagined
pain in his left arm and then gazed round
the room as if in search of a waiter.
‘The boy might manage to play low, I
suppose,’ Benson continued. ‘Dummy’s
queen wins and then you’d have to duck
the second round to his king, rather than
playing ace and another. You would be on
a guess.’
The Headmaster looked at Benson with
a puzzled expression. ‘Are you still waffling
about the last board?’ he exclaimed. ‘Set an
example like that to these boys and it’s no
wonder that they chatter so much in your
r
lessons!’
October 2012 English Bridge
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Heather’s Hints

by Heather Dhondy

Don’t Ruff Unless it Gains
´
™
t
®

West

Game All. Dealer East.
´ 32
™ J653
t Q 10 7 6 5
® A7
Q 10 5
Q872
N
W
98
Q J 10 2

North

Dble
Pass
3®
3™
All Pass

East
1®
2®
Pass

South
1´
2™
4™

PLAYING TEAMS, South arrives in 4™
after East has opened 1®, and you, as West,
have made a negative double over South’s
1´ overcall, showing four hearts.
You lead the queen of clubs, taken by the
ace in dummy. A spade is now led to
declarer’s king and a second spade to
partner’s ace. Partner tries a second club,
but this is ruffed by declarer who now
cashes the ace of trumps, partner
following with the nine, and ruffs a spade
low, knowing you to hold all the
remaining trumps in defence, on which
partner discards a diamond. A trump is

played back to the king, partner discarding
a club, and a winning spade is played from
declarer. How do you defend?
This is the position you have reached:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

—
Q8
98
J 10

first, thereby preventing him from being
able to cash his ace, and then a club. In the
three-card ending you will be able to claim
the rest.
This was the full deal:

—
J
Q 10 7 6 5
—
N
W

What do you know about the remaining
cards? Declarer is down to the singleton
ten of trumps in hand, together with three
established spades, and two diamonds.
Partner needs about 4 points in diamonds
to make up his opening bid, and if partner
holds the ace, the contract will be defeated
whatever you do; however, suppose he
holds the tK-J? Now if you ruff high, and
draw trumps, declarer will be able to cash
ten tricks. If you ruff low, declarer will
overruff, cross to hand in diamonds and
continue with spades. Is there any way to
defeat the contract?
Don’t ruff at all! Instead let South cash
all his spades, and discard your diamonds

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

www.ebu.co.uk

A6
9
KJ32
K98653

Could declarer have done better?
Yes, he could, and probably should have
done. If, instead of crossing back to hand
with a second trump, he had crossed back
to the ace of diamonds, he would have got
his diamond trick in the bag, and still have
had an entry to hand in trumps.

Heather’s Hints

•

HEREFORD’S LOSS IS NORFOLK’S GAIN
FOWNHOPE BRIDGE Club member Lily Boddington is 93 and she is moving with her
daughter and granddaughter from the Ross-on-Wye area to Norfolk, where the family
have spent many happy holidays. Lily lives completely independently of her family and
has bought a new home for herself. Even at this great age, Lily is still a very astute
player – but not only that, she is also a perfect role model for how bridge should be
played. She is always welcoming and courteous towards opponents, and has a good
sense of humour, while still playing a competitive game. Lily directed in clubs across
Hereford until recent years and she is well known in all the Herefordshire clubs. She will
be much missed, but hopes to continue playing bridge in Norfolkshire.
(Sue Shore)

Q 10 5
Q872
98
Q J 10 2

32
J653
Q 10 7 6 5
A7
´
N
™
W
E
S
t
®
KJ9874
A K 10 4
A4
4

•

When deciding whether to ruff
high or low, work through each of
the possibilities before committing
yourself. Sometimes the answer is
not to ruff at all.
If you have primary support for
partner’s major suit, your first
priority should always be to
support partner. However, if you
have primary support for partner’s
minor, but also a four-card or
longer major, you should normally
begin by investigating the majorsuit fit first, and support partner
on the next round if no major-suit
fit comes to light.
r
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Director Please!

by Mike Swanson

John Forgets the System (Again!)
‘WE REALLY should play a simpler system.
Fancy forgetting that we are playing weak
twos and opening 2™ with a strong hand!’
said Julie.
‘I am sorry but I was playing ordinary
Acol last night with Bill and just forgot to
change my mindset back. And anyway we
got a top because everyone else went off in
4™ when all three finesses failed,’ replied
John.
‘You being lucky may be our best
chance, but I would prefer that you
remembered the system,’ said Julie more
in hope than expectation.

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer
´ J852
™ 64
t Q 10 7 5
® K74
Q 10
N
Q J 10 2
W
E
962
S
Q985
´ AK94
™ K5
t AK4
® A J 10 3

West

North
Julie

Pass
3t
Pass
4t
Pass
5®
All Pass

South.

East

Pass
Pass
Pass

´
™
t
®

763
A9873
J83
62

South
John
2NT
3™
4NT
6NT

When John opened 2NT Julie waved the
Alert card and John couldn’t help gasp as
he realised that he had persuaded Julie to
play 2NT to show a weakish minor twosuiter, so immediately everyone at the
table knew that he had got things wrong.
Julie’s 3t was just an attempt to play
there but John, being used to being
involved in this sort of situation, knew
that he had to carry on in his own little
www.ebu.co.uk

cocooned world and behave as if Julie
were making a transfer response to a
natural 2NT, so he obediently bid 3™. He
wanted to bid 3NT but he knew that, if he
did, the Tournament Director would be
down on him like a ton of bricks for acting
on unauthorised information.
Julie alerted John’s 3™ and West could
not help stirring by asking what the 3™
meant.
‘It should show maximum points for his
minor two-suiter and a heart void. However, I think we all know what is really
going on,’ replied an exasperated Julie.
Julie again tried to sign off in 4t
knowing full well that John would have to
react as if she were making a slam try with
5-4 in the red suits. Holding a maximum,
John decided now to ask for aces and, even
though Julie showed none, he felt that the
honourable thing to was to bid 6NT even
though he had no idea what the correct
contract really was.
West led the queen of hearts and East
took his ace and returned the suit, taken
by John with his heart king. John now
surveyed the dummy and realised that he
needed a miracle to make his contract.
Deciding that he needed the queen of
spades to be singleton or doubleton, he
cashed the ´A-K and heaved a sigh of
relief. He now turned to the diamonds
and, when they broke 3-3, he realised that

if he could find the queen of clubs he
would make this rather unlikely contract.
He came back to hand with the nine of
spades and led the jack of clubs intending
to run it if West so much as twitched and,
if he didn’t, he decided that he would rise
with the club king and finesse against East
instead. West was more than obliging and
covered with the queen of clubs and so
John was home and dry.
‘Director!’ was the call from West as
soon as the hand ended. The Director
arrived and West continued: ‘John didn’t
have the hand he was supposed to have
and as a result landed in a silly contract
that made, giving us a bottom.’
The Director went through all that had
happened and pronounced: ‘I am happy
that all the explanations have been correct
and the both John and Julie have bent over
backwards to avoid taking advantage of
unauthorised information. The fact that
you have got a bad score is just one of
those things; sometimes bad bidding gets
good scores, that’s just life!’
‘Partner, you are obviously on a lucky
streak. However, I just can’t cope with all
this forgetting of the system. We shall have
to strip everything down to the basics if
you want to carry on playing with me,’
suggested Julie.
John just nodded, trying to keep straightfaced as his imagination ran riot.
r

‘BRIDGE LICENSED BY THE EBU ’
When you see this in an advertisement in the magazine, it means:

•
•
•
•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and received, a licence.
They may choose to give master points in accordance with EBU scales.
These master points will be accepted and added to player records.
The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations and bye laws, thus affording
all players the protection of playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU.

All County events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Any events licensed by another National Bridge Organisation will not be
able to have master points credited to members’ records save for Wales, Scotland
and Northern Ireland with whom the EBU have a reciprocal agreement.
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30 November – 2 December 2012

IMPROVERS WEEKEND
De Vere Staverton Park Hotel, Daventry

£188 Full Board; Free coffee/tea mid-morning & afternoon;
NO SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENT.
Master Points at District Level; Sessional & Overall Prizes.

Further information from Lawrence Gaunt
( 01923 670500 8 lmg@bridge2000.co.uk
or David Jones
( 02476 461511 8 djjonesmj@btinternet.com

NEXT WEEKEND: 15-17 February,
also at Daventry, £178
19-20 January 2013

SWISS TEAMS CONGRESS
Hinckley Island Hotel, LE10 3JA ( 0870 168 8833

Entries / enquiries: EBU Comps Dept

( 01296 317 203 / 219
or book online at www.ebu.co.uk
12
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Traps for the Unwary

by Michael Byrne

Opening 2® (Part II)
IN THE last issue we looked at the 2®
opening, the strongest opening bid in Acol,
and we considered what you needed to
open 2® and how best to judge whether
your hand was worth a 2® opener. This
time we will dwell on responding to a 2®
opener and subsequent bidding.
One common fallacy is to believe that a
2t response shows a bad hand and that all
hands of 8 or more points must give a
positive response – absolutely not.
Despite the tenet that ‘a positive response
shows 7+ points (traditionally an ace and
a king is the required minimum)’, it does
not follow that a 2t response denies 8
points.
If that were the case what would you bid
on these hands?
Please don’t tell me
´ Q32
that three queens and
™ Q42
two jacks makes you
t J876
respond 2NT – your
® QJ2
hand isn’t worth a
positive for starters.
Then there are some
lopsided hands that have the strength but
in the wrong places:
Here you have good
´ AK2
controls and some
™ 8
playing strength but a
t 98654
positive response of
® J976
3t is a crime against
humanity. Partner will
expect you to have a
good diamond suit with honours in it,
rather than five ‘grotties’ and controls
outside.
This sort of hand has
´ A865
three suits, and half
™ KJ76
the problem will be
t Q942
finding a fit. Start with
® 8
2t and you will be
well placed to raise
partner later on.
A positive response in a major suit
should contain a good suit of at least five
cards so that partner can support quite
freely on as little as J-x-x. In a minor suit,
you will often have six cards, as your
positive response takes up so much room.
www.ebu.co.uk

Certainly 2® – 3t should always be based
on a six-card suit or an exceptional fivecard one, as it is so space consuming.
If you are ever lucky enough to be dealt
a solid suit and hear your partner open
2®, then you can give a jump positive
response. For this your suit needs to be
A-K-Q-J-x-x or better, as a grand slam will
be in the picture.
HHHHH
A response of 2NT shows 8+ balanced, but
should normally be avoided unless you are
4-3-3-3 or have good support for all suits,
Normally when you have values it means
partner has a shapely hand and is about to
rebid in a suit, in which case you want to be
able to support him. A hand such as:
would be ideal, as you
´ A32
can raise partner’s suit
™ KJ6
on the next round and
t 10 4 3 2
let cue-bidding begin.
® J32

HHHHH
When it comes to raising partner’s suit,
remember that you are in a game-forcing
auction (the only time you can stop in a
part-score after a 2® opener is the one
auction 2® – 2t – 2NT which is 23-24
HCPs, non-forcing) so this is one of the
rare times when a three-level raise is
stronger than raising to four. If the
auction begins, say: 2® – 2t – 2´, then
with good values bid 3´ (something like
6+) and with a poor hand and primary
support bid 4´.
Traditionally 2NT is used as a second
negative, which shows you have a really
poor hand.
If you have a shortage and support for
partner, you can jump to the four level as
a Splinter, but even though partner has
promised a five-card suit your jump shows
four-card trump support.
Let’s see some hands that you might have
after the auction has started 2® – 2t – 2´:

Hand A
´ Q32
™ K854
t Q 10 8 2
® 65

Hand B
´ J763
™ 65
t 8743
® 765

Hand C
´ 87
™ 96432
t 8754
® 76

Hand D
´ Q764
™ 8754
t 4
® KJ87

Hand A should bid 3´, a stronger bid than
4´ and let opener decide whether to look
for a slam. Hand B should bid 4´ to show
spade support and a bad hand; partner can
still go on but only with an exceptional
hand. Hand C bids 2NT showing a terrible
hand, waiting to see where they’ll end up; it
wouldn’t be a good idea to bid 4´ as partner
might be 5-4 in the majors. Hand D jumps
to 4t to show a singleton or void diamond
and primary support for spades.
Let’s review some of the dos and don’ts
of responding to a 2® opener:

Do:
Give a natural positive response
when you have a good suit with five
or more cards (or six in diamonds).
Feel free to give a negative response
of 2t with 8+ points just to hear
what is going on; there is always
time to catch up later.
Don’t:
Give a positive response on 4-4-4-1
hands: you must be balanced for
2NT, and have at least five cards in a
suit to bid it.
Give a positive response on bad
suits; it will just mislead partner.
Forget that in a game-forcing auction, a jump to game is always weak
(‘fast arrival’). With good values,
take the bidding slowly, as every bid
below game is forcing.
r

•
•
•
•
•
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2nd WORLD BRIDGE GAMES

Lavender Girls* Win Gold (Again)
by Tony Gordon
THE WORLD Bridge Games, previously
known as the Bridge Teams Olympiad
but now part of the World Mind Sports
Games, took place in Lille, France, in
August. There were sixty-one countries
participating in the Open teams, fortythree taking part in the Women’s teams
and thirty-four in the Senior teams. All
three England teams had the potential to
make an impact in their respective
events, but only the Lavender Girls
fulfilled their potential, so that is where
we will start.

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ AK98752
™ Q J 10
t 98
® 4
10
´ J3
N
8763
™ K954
W
E
S
K54
t 7632
Q9872
® J63
´ Q64
™ A2
t A Q J 10
® A K 10 5

grand slam. There are several lines of play
available in 7´ but Susan Stockdale was
spared the headache of working out the
best line when Cecilia Rimstedt chose the
six of hearts as her opening lead.
England’s opponents in the semi-final
were France and they also had the temerity
to establish an early lead, but the Lavender
Girls imposed themselves in the latter stages
of the match to register another comfortable win, this time by a margin of 51 IMPs.
Accurate declarer play by Heather
Dhondy earned England a game swing on
the deal below from the fourth session:

WOMEN’S TEAMS

* As noted in the June issue of English

Bridge and, more recently, in an article in
the Sunday Telegraph, the England
Women’s team have a ritual whereby they
dab themselves with lavender oil before each
match they play.

14
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West

North

Rimstedt Brown

Pass
4™1
Pass
4NT
Pass
7´
1 Transfer to spades
2 Three key cards

East

South

Gronkvist Stockdale

Pass
Pass
End

2NT
4´
5t2

In the other room the Swedish South
opened with a strong club, but the bidding
surprisingly came to a halt in 4´. In
contrast, aggressive bidding by Fiona
Brown propelled her partnership into the

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ J853
™ AJ43
t K4
® 10 8 4
K 10 9 6 4 2
´ 7
N
985
™ K 10
W
E
93
t 10 7 5 2
S
52
® AKQ963
´ AQ
™ Q762
t AQJ86
® J7

Photo: Peter Hasenson

The teams were divided into three
groups and after a round robin the
leading five teams in each group plus the
best sixth team qualified for the knockout stage. England were the holders and
the team of Sally Brock and Nicola Smith,
Fiona Brown and Susan Stockdale,
Heather Dhondy and Nevena Senior, had
won the European Championships
earlier in the year, but they did not
reproduce their title-winning form in
the round robin. Their fourth place
finish meant they had no control over
who they played in the last sixteen and
they ended up being paired with China.
England had defeated China by 1 IMP in
the 2008 World Bridge final in Beijing
but their supporters were able to keep
their fingernails intact this time around
as the Lavender Girls prevailed by 36
IMPs.
Sweden led early on in the quarter-final,
but England eventually won comfortably
by 44 IMPs. Seventeen of those IMPs
arrived courtesy of the following deal from
the third segment:

From the left, Heather Dhondy, Nicola Smith, Jeremy Dhondy (NPC), Sally Brock,
Fiona Brown, David Burn (Coach), Susan Stockdale and Nevena Senior
www.ebu.co.uk

West

North

East

Hugon

Senior

Dauvergne Dhondy

South

Pass
Pass

2®
4™

3®
End

1NT
3™

4™ was the popular contract on this deal
and the defence usually began with three
rounds of clubs. The percentage play is for
declarer to ruff the third round with a low
trump, but with the king of hearts offside
this results in one down. However, ruffing
high would work if East began with ™K-x,
which was a distinct possibility on the bidding, or if West overruffed from ™K-x-x.
So Dhondy ruffed with the heart queen
and when this held the trick she continued
with the ace of hearts and a low heart.
Sophie Dauvergne won with the king,
perforce, and switched to spades, but
Dhondy rose with the ace, drew the last
trump with the jack of hearts and discarded dummy’s remaining spades on her
winning diamonds.
In the final the Lavender Girls faced a
Russian team that had performed
impressively so far as they had lost only
one match in the round robin, albeit
against England, and had then won each
of their knockout matches by over 70
IMPs; however, the Lavender Girls
gradually built a lead of 35 IMPs during
the first four sessions and then effectively
put the match out of the reach of their
opponents by doubling their lead in the
penultimate session. An early board in the
last session put the last nail in the coffin:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ J87
™ 10
t AKQ9763
® K 10
A42
´ K Q 10 6
N
832
™
QJ7
W
E
S
J52
t 10 8 4
Q842
® J96
´ 953
™ AK9654
t Void
® A753

West

North

East

South

Stockdale Khonicheva Brown

Gulevich

Pass
2´
Pass
End

Dble
3™
4™

1t
3t
3´

1´
Pass
Pass

Brown’s 1´ overcall not only made it
www.ebu.co.uk

difficult for Russia to alight in the making
3NT reached at the other table, it also
helped her partner find the winning spade
lead against 4™. Declarer lost three spades
and a trump trick for one down and a 12IMP loss.
The final score was England 209 IMPs –
Russia 140. Many congratulations to the
Lavender Girls plus non-playing captain
Jeremy Dhondy and coach David Burn for
a truly impressive performance in retaining their title.

OPEN TEAMS
The teams were divided into four groups
and after a round robin the leading four
teams in each group qualified for the
knockout stage. England had been
runners-up four years ago, but the team of
Alexander Allfrey and Andrew Robson,
Tony Forrester and David Gold and Peter
Crouch and Derek Patterson, were not at
their best during the round robin and
with luck going against them as well they
could only manage ninth place in their
group.
In the quarter-finals Ireland reached
their first semi-final by beating Russia by
23 IMPs, but there were narrow defeats
for two of the fancied teams with the
USA, for whom Bob Hamman and Zia
Mahmood were playing together for the
last time, succumbing to Sweden by 4
IMPs, while the holders, Italy, for whom
Lorenzo Lauria was a notable absentee,
saw a late rally fall agonisingly short as
they lost to Poland by a single IMP. The
remaining quarter-final was a heavyweight contest between the favourites,
Monaco, and current World Champions,
the Netherlands, that resulted in the
former turning the match around in the
last segment with the help of one of the
bids of the tournament by Tor Helness
on the deal below:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer East.
´ 943
™ AQ8753
t K 10 8
® K
J 10 8 6 2
´ KQ75
N
4
™ 10 9 2
W
E
S
A964
t 7
742
® AJ863
´ A
™ KJ6
t QJ532
® Q 10 9 5

West

North

Helgemo Verhees

East

South

Helness

V.Prooijen

Pass
Pass
2t1
Pass
Pass
4™
4´!
5®
Pass
Pass
5´
Dbl
Pass
End
1 Six plus hearts, invitational or

1t
3™
Dbl
5™
6™
better

At his third turn to bid Tor Helness
appreciated that his partner’s marked
heart shortage meant there was a good
chance of a spade fit, so with the vulnerability in his favour he made the fine
inferential bid of 4´. North-South did
not distinguish themselves in the
bidding thereafter, and after the ace of
diamonds lead and spade switch 6™ went
three down for a loss of 12 IMPs, but that
should not detract from Helness’s welljudged effort.
However, Monaco found Sweden too
hot to handle in their semi-final and
Sweden (Krister Ahlesved and Jonas
Petersson, Peter Bertheau and Per-Ola
Cullin, Fredrik Nystrom and Johan
Upmark) carried their form into the final
where they comprehensively defeated
Poland by 371-234 IMPs to win their first
Open World title.

SENIOR TEAMS
The teams were divided into two groups
and after a round robin the top eight
teams in each group qualified for the last
sixteen. The England team of Paul Hackett
and Tony Waterlow, Gunnar Hallberg and
John Holland, David Price and Colin
Simpson, contained five of the players
who had won the world title in 2009 and
they were unbeaten half-way through the
round robin and topped the rankings;
however, four defeats in their remaining
matches dropped them down to fourth,
which meant they had no control over
who they drew in the round of sixteen and
they ended up with a tough match against
Poland.
England led Poland by 17 IMPs going
into the last session, but Poland won the
session by 30-4 IMPs and the match by 9
IMPs. However, Poland suffered the same
fate in the next round as Hungary came
from behind to win their match by 9
IMPs.
The Hungarian team of Gyorgy Barany,
Miklos Dumbovich, Mihaly Kovacs, Peter
Magyar and Geza Szappano subsequently
defeated the USA in the final to win their
first world title.
r
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REPORT
ENGLAND UNDER 20S REACH QUARTER-FINALS IN TAICANG

England Under-20s, from the left: Alan Shillitoe (Coach), Chris Huber, Alex Roberts, Freddie
Illingworth, Toby Nonnenmacher, Michael Alishaw, Michael Byrne (N.P.C.); inset: Shivam Shah.
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CONGRATULATIONS to the England
U-20s who reached the quarter-finals of the
Youngster Series at the 14th World Youth
Championships held in late July in Taicang,
China, where they lost against the eventual
winners, Poland. It is worth noting that
these were not the same, more experienced,
players who qualified for the World Championship last summer, as a (very) late
change in the age-regulations by the World
Bridge Federation meant that only two of
the original team – Alex Roberts and
Shivam Shah – were still eligible to play.
Non-playing captain Michael Byrne says:
‘Toby Nonnenmacher, Michael Alishaw,
Chris Huber and Freddie Illingworth only
made their international debut last December in the Channel Trophy, and have never
played even a European before. Although
Shivam (the oldest member of the team!)
has played several, Alex had never played a
World Championship before and only
played one European last summer. I think
they all have a great future ahead of them.’

www.ebu.co.uk

Teams Tactics

by Derek Patterson

A Life of Sacrifice?
IMAGINE THAT you are West with the
following cards:

´
™
t
®

A 10 8 7 5 2
82
A 10 7
76

South opens 1™, you overcall 1´, North
bids 2™, partner raises to 2´ and opener
bids 4™. Given that the opponents are
vulnerable and your side is not, what
should you do now?
Below is a possible layout of the four
hands and by analysing the deal, I hope to
identify some salient issues, which can
then be generalised to act as a guide in the
area of sacrifice bidding at teams.

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ Q94
™ J643
t 63
® KJ53
A 10 8 7 5 2
´ K63
N
82
™ 10 9
W
E
A 10 7
t J842
S
76
® Q982
´ J
™ AKQ75
t KQ95
® A 10 4

On this layout, 4´ would fail by three tricks
(-500 when doubled) and 4™ would make
ten or eleven tricks depending upon
whether declarer can guess the location of
the ®Q. This illustrates that there is a case
for West sacrificing in 4´ over South’s 4™
call. A poignant question remains,
however: is 4´ a good bid at this point?
Much depends on the form of scoring.
If it were my decision, I would imagine
a possible hand for partner and work out
the likely outcomes of the opponents’
www.ebu.co.uk

current contract (in this case 4™) and the
prospective sacrifice (in this case 4´). For
example, on the current deal I might
envisage partner to have ´K-Q-x and
nothing else, in which case 4´ would be
three down (-500 when doubled) and 4H
would be certain to make (-620).
At pairs, I might give the matter further
consideration but, playing teams, the
realisation that -500 is a likely result of
bidding 4´ would, in no uncertain terms,
stop me in my tracks – I would pass.
So what difference does the form of
scoring make? One issue is that -500 at
pairs might be a near top, whereas it rates
to gain a mere 3 or 4 IMPs at teams.
Furthermore, the opponents know this –
imagine South’s predicament if West does
sacrifice in 4´. Playing pairs, South would
be aware that a 500 penalty might be an
insufficient reward. As a result, he or she
might try 5™ and now East-West have a
chance of going plus (if declarer loses to
the ®Q). Playing teams, however, very
simply, North-South would not be tempted.
They would double 4´.
On the battlefield of competitive bidding,
in order to be the last one standing, it helps
to provide the opposition with opportunities to fall on their own swords. A 4´ sacrifice here does provide such an opportunity
at pairs, but not at teams. So . . .

One of the ingredients of a good
sacrifice bid is that the opponents
might be tempted to bid again,
thereby giving the sacrificing side a
chance of a plus score after all.

What else might happen if West bids 4´?
Try adjusting the deal illustrated above by
making the North-South spades divide 2-2.
In this case, declarer in 4™ would have to
successfully locate the ®Q to avoid four
losers. In other words, 4™ might go down
thereby making 4´ a phantom sacrifice.
So at teams, if I know that -500 is a likely

result of a potential sacrifice, I know that
the possible gain is not great and meanwhile, the potential loss is considerable.
Furthermore, the opponents know this
and so they are unlikely to misjudge under
these circumstances.
At teams, assuming equal vulnerability
and that the opponents have just bid
game, then to make a sacrifice an attractive proposition, one would like to feel
that there is a reasonable chance of going
one down (or making even), accepting
that the final result might turn out to be
two down. The vast majority of good
sacrifices are made on distributional hands.
If one down seems unlikely, it is prudent
to choose to defend, hoping that the
opponents’ game will fail. At favourable
vulnerability, a marginally more relaxed
attitude should be assumed and, conversely, at unfavourable, a slightly stricter
approach adopted.
In this way, I think that you will find
that the opponents will misjudge quite
often by bidding on, because they will not
be certain of defeating you. When they
double, it will often be a good sacrifice
and, moreover, most expensive phantom
sacrifices will be avoided. You will miss
some possible sacrifices but only those
that are neither here nor there.
Importantly, you will be a difficult
opponent. Remember that players who
sacrifice too freely are very easy to play
against because, in a competitive auction,
you can bid game against them in the sure
knowledge that they will sacrifice and when
they do, you double – ‘Simples!’, as they
say in the advert.
Please note that both ‘advance sacrifices’
(so-called because the sacrifice is made
before, or in advance, of the opponents
bidding game) and sacrificing against
slams demand a separate discussion.
Conclusion: At teams, when the
opponents have bid game, sacrifice only
in the expectation, not in the hope, that it
will be cheap. Random sacrificing is a
r
mug’s game!
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National Grading Scheme
by Mike Christie

Now that the National Grading Scheme (NGS) has been live for over six months, we asked Mike Christie,
who heads the team implementing the scheme, to answer some more of the most common questions.
What is ‘Par’?
THE BASIC question I get asked is what
does my grade mean? It is the ‘par’ score
you and your partner would achieve when
playing a session of match-pointed pairs
with a player of the same grade against
average opponents. If your partner has a
different grade from you, take the average
of your grades. If you play in a session that
is stronger than the EBU average, say by
three points, then your par for that session
is lower by 3 points. Conversely against
weaker opponents you’re expected to do
better so your par score for that session is
higher.
The 'par' score is what you and your
partner need to beat to improve your
current grades (this is a slight simplification). So, for example. if someone with
grade around 53 plays with a partner with
grade 49, they need to score over 51% to
beat par against an average field, but only
need to score above 48% to beat par
against the stronger field mentioned
above.
When my regular partner and I go to
play a session of bridge, we calculate this
par value, and have that as a mental target
for the evening, so we can go home happy
if we beat par even though we don't get
into the top three places, knowing that we
have each improved our NGS grade.

Grade Bands
We use numeric grades for calculations
like the above, but for descriptive
purposes EBU grades have been divided
into thirteen playing card bands, ranging
from ‘Ace’ at the top to ‘Two’ at the
beginners’ end. Grade band ‘Eight’ is in the
middle and since each grade band is 2%
wide, an ‘Eight’ covers the range 49-51%.
The ‘Ace’ band covers all grades 61%
upwards, and the Aces have been divided
into four further bands, Ace of Clubs,
Diamonds, Hearts, and Spades. So the fifty
or so players in the Ace of Spades band all
18
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have a numeric grade of over 67%.

Accuracy of Your Grade
You probably know someone who is much
stronger or weaker than their grade seems
to imply. So how accurate are NGS grades?
How significant is the difference between
an ‘Eight’ and a ‘Ten’, say?
For the large majority of players, their
grade will be within one band (2%) of
their true current strength over half of the
time and within two bands (4%) over
ninety per cent of the time. So don’t fuss if
your greatest rival is ahead of you by one
grade band. By the way, this only applies
once you’ve played at least 1000 graded
boards, at which point your grade is said
to be mature. Before this, your grade is
‘Evolving’, and is denoted by putting an ‘e’
after the grade.
There are two exceptions, where NGS
can’t be relied on to be this accurate.
The first of these are groups of players
who are isolated from the rest of the EBU
in terms of the sessions they play. One
example is the group of players in the
‘gentle’ or ‘improvers’ sessions of a club, if
none of them play in other sessions.
Another example is a club nearly all of
whose members only play at that club and

which has few visiting players. Both types
of group are likely to be weaker than the
EBU average, but the NGS has few results
to shift the group’s average grade away
from its starting value, so these players
tend to be over-graded. However, provided there is some mixing, either into the
group or outwards from the group, the
group’s average grade will gradually shift
towards its correct value. We’ve called this
process ‘Diffusion’ and its speed depends
on the degree of mixing. It has already
been effective for many clubs and sessions.
There are around a hundred sessions a
week with an average strength below 46
and several regular ‘gentle’ sessions now
have an average strength in the mid- to
low-forties, which demonstrates that diffusion is working. However, in some cases
diffusion is likely to take years rather than
months to complete.

Regular Partnerships
The other exceptions are pairs who almost
always play together, but who occasionally
play with other partners. As with all
partnerships, NGS uses the results to
calculate both a partnership grade and
individual grades for the pair. NGS uses
the sessions they’ve played with other
partners to estimate their individual
grades. This is OK except when there
aren’t enough of these occasional sessions.
As an example, take Ann and Bob who
have partnered each other every week over
the last two years apart from five times
when they each played with other
partners. Ann did much better than par in
these sessions, but Bob didn’t. The same
factors that make diffusion work also
make NGS quick to use Ann’s better-thanpar results with other players to give her a
higher grade than Bob, and Ann’s grade is
eight points above Bob’s.
We recently examined around a dozen
similar examples where the players in the
pair had a grade difference of over eight
points. In most of these cases it looks as
www.ebu.co.uk

though NGS was right to assign a higher
grade to one of the pair, but in a minority
of cases the difference between the pair’s
grades seemed more likely to be due to the
effects of chance on the system. Although
this seems to adversely affect less than 1%
of EBU players, that’s still a few hundred
people. This is a limitation of any bridge
grading scheme that relies on partnership
results to determine individual grades.
Some of the pairs that nearly always play
together feel that NGS should give them
almost equal grades. Currently in NGS
there is no formula which is equivalent to
‘If a stronger and weaker player partner
each other regularly, and almost exclusively, it should be assumed gradually that
they are of equal strength’. Perhaps there
should be?

Plans for the Future
There are a number of enhancements
being planned. We’d like to provide more
details on the EBU website about your
grade and about the graded events you’ve
played in, and to give more visibility to
partnership grades.
Many tournament players would like us
to include team events. We’ve got a
scheme for this which will work for
multiple team-of-four events and Swiss
Teams events. It involves knowing which
pairs were sitting North-South and EastWest for each board, so there are changes
needed to various bits of the software,
both in scoring systems and in the central
EBU systems. That all takes time to agree,
change, and test, but at least we’ve started
on this.
It would also be good to enable clubs to
download their players’ grades in a way
that would let them be used easily for
handicap-based awards. Although the
principle is straightforward, there are a
few snags, as grades – and therefore
potentially handicaps – change on a daily
basis, and few venues are online to get
grades while the event is in progress.
Various minor changes to the system
have been proposed and are under
consideration by the team. There is also
an ongoing task to monitor the statistics
behind the scheme, to check that all is
well, to assess the likely impact of any
changes, and to verify some of the values
quoted above. Only some of this is
currently automated, and new sugges tions on what to measure keep being
made.
Any qualified statistician with time to
r
volunteer is welcome to apply.
www.ebu.co.uk

Top Table

David Gold

DAVID GOLD was born in Perth,
Scotland, in 1979, and started his career
in the sports world as a top junior chess
player. He became a full-time bridge
professional at the age of 19 and it did
not take him long to make his mark on
the bridge scene. His international
successes include a bronze medal in the
Open Pairs at the 2005 European Open
Championships, a silver medal in the
Bridge Open Teams at the 1st World
Mind Sports Games in 2008, and
recently qualifying for next year’s
Bermuda Bowl (World Open Teams).
When did you start playing bridge?
When I was 16. I learnt at Reading School
in the common room, and played with
friends in the free time. I once turned up
at Reading Bridge Club with my school
partner, and was told to come back on the
beginners night; I swear one day I will.
How often / where do you play?
I play bridge most days, my favourite
clubs are the Ace of Clubs and the Young
Chelsea, both in London.
Do you always play with the same
partners / team-mates? What do you
expect of them?
I play bridge with a variety of partners.
Generally I play with Tony Forrester, my
regular partner, or I play with clients.
When I play with Tony I hope for a high
standard of play and for us to see the
game the same way – which we usually
do. When I play with clients, what I expect
depends on their standard. Luckily most
of my clients are good players and I
expect a lot from them, but most important to me is that we both enjoy it.
What do you do for a living?
I play bridge for a living, mostly by partnering people or playing on professional teams, but I also do some coaching
and occasional teaching.
What are your favourite bridge books?
I mostly like to read World Championship books and bulletins but a book I

particularly enjoyed was Play These
Hands with Me by Terence Reese.
What are your hobbies?
Cooking, dining, watching stand-up
comedy, playing a little chess, and, currently, enjoying the gym.
What do you like and what would you
change in bridge?
Bridge is great because it enables people
from all over the world and all walks of
life to play a great game against each
other. What makes bridge so great, the
greatest game in fact, is that unlike other
contenders (chess, go, poker) it is not
one-dimensional: it has many different
facets and involves so many skills. It is
also incredibly difficult to master – if one
day I do, I will be happy, but I doubt it.
What I would like to change about
bridge in England is to introduce new
events with new formats to liven up the
tournament scene, perhaps at least one
BAM event – that’s ‘Board-a-Match’ in
the US, where such events are quite popular, or ‘Point-a-Board’ over here, where
they are almost unknown. At international level we need to realise how far
behind the best nations we are falling and
work on our bridge to catch up.
What’s the bridge success (so far)
closest to your heart?
My biggest success and disappointment
in one go is winning a silver medal in
the world championships in Beijing
2008, by far my greatest achievement
but we didn’t win the gold and another
opportunity could be a long way off.
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Basic Cardplay

by Paul Bowyer

Ruffing Losers in Dummy
MY PREVIOUS ar ticle was about
counting winners and losers. In general,
when the winners are sufficient for the
contract, declarer can set about drawing
trumps. In many hands, though, declarer
can’t see enough winners even though
there may not be many losers. To illustrate
this, here is a very simple deal:

Deal 1
South plays in 4´ .
West leads the tK.
´ 876
™ 9642
t 4
® 87542
N
E

W
S

´
™
t
®

A K Q J 10 9
753
A65
A

Firstly, try counting the winners. You can
see eight top tricks in the South hand (six
spades and two aces). Now try counting
the losers. There are no spade losers, three
heart losers, no diamond losers and no
club losers. Hmm . . . eight winners, but
only three losers. Something, somewhere
doesn’t add up. If South wins the king of
diamonds lead and draws trumps (which,
we will say, split 3–1) all he will make is

the eight top tricks he started with. How
can declarer do better?
In this deal it should be fairly obvious
that declarer can make extra tricks by ruffing diamonds in the dummy. Here he is
ruffing in the short hand (with the threecard holding), which allows declarer to
make more than his six top tricks in trumps.
The play is easy enough: winning the
diamond lead declarer ruffs a diamond,
crosses to hand (with the ace of clubs or a
spade) and ruffs his last diamond. The
winners are actually eight trump tricks
and the minor-suit aces.
If declarer had drawn trumps, he would
have failed: South needed those little
trumps in the dummy to be used for
ruffing so should not remove them by
playing on trumps. It’s not only the opponents’ trumps that would get drawn by
playing out three rounds of spades –
dummy’s would disappear too.
Note, incidentally, that leading clubs
from the dummy and trumping them in
the South hand does not increase the
number of tricks you can make. It is
usually wrong to ruff cards in the long
trump hand. This is a mistake that you see
often at the table. Ruffing cards in the
hand with the long trump suit only
weakens declarer’s hand. Obviously, there
are exceptions to this ‘rule’ but the
principle is sound: look to find ruffs in the
short hand.
Some hands require a little preparation
in order to pave the way for ruffs. The
theme of conceding your losers early in

ADVERTISEMENTS
Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English Bridge)
take all reasonable precautions to protect the interests of readers by ensuring as far as practicable that
advertisements in the pages of English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking in respect of claims made by advertisers, whether these advertisements are
printed as part of the magazine, or are in the form of inserts. Legal remedies are available if redress is
sought, and readers who have complaints should address them to the advertiser or should consult a local
Trading Standards Office, or a Citizens’ Advice Bureau, or their own solicitors. Readers should note that
prices advertised may not be accurate due to currency exchange rate fluctuations, or tax changes.
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the hand instead of grabbing tricks as
soon as possible has an echo from card
play in no-trumps. Have a look at Deal 2
below where we develop this theme:

Deal 2
South plays in 4™.
West leads the tK.
´ 10 3
™ J 10 6
t A653
® K632
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A54
AKQ98
874
A5

Count your tricks as declarer, South. In
terms of winners you have one spade,
five hearts, one diamond and two clubs.
That makes nine. What about losers? You
have one spade, no hearts, two diamonds
and no clubs. As in Deal 1, we have an
apparent discrepancy: nine winners and
three losers.
Now it is very important to realise that
there is no point in cashing the top clubs
and ruffing a club (or two) in the South
hand. You still won’t make any more than
five heart tricks and nine overall. That
would be ruffing in the long hand, and is
(usually) the wrong thing to do.
The only way of increasing the number
of tricks available is by ruffing in the short
hand. Does that give you any ideas? Well,
it should. If you can ruff a spade in
dummy (North), that will increase the
number of tricks by one. However, that
means you can’t afford to draw trumps. So
the right play is to win the ace of
diamonds at trick one and immediately
play off the ace of spades and another
spade, conceding trick three to the oppowww.ebu.co.uk

nents. They will (in all probability) cash a
couple of diamond tricks and play, say, a
club. Now you can ruff your last spade in
the dummy and, finally, draw trumps.
Note that your ten tricks are made up of
one spade, six hearts, one diamond and
two clubs. The sixth heart trick is actually
a ruff in the dummy. Note also that you
should ruff your last spade with the ten or
jack of hearts, to prevent a possible overruff by East (unlikely, but not impossible).
Don’t send a boy on a man’s errand . . .
Anyway, that’s a side issue.
What about the next one (Deal 3)? How
many winners and losers do we have here?

Deal 3
South plays in 4´ .
West leads the ®Q.
´ 983
™ 42
t KQ4
® 97642
E
S

´
™
t
®

Deal 3
´ 983
™ 42
t KQ4
® 97642
´
™
t
®

Q J 10
A 10 7
972
Q J 10 5

N

AK754
J93
AJ8
AK

Firstly, South counts his winners. There
are four spades (assuming a 3–2 break),
three diamonds and two clubs. That’s nine
tricks. What about losers? Well, declarer
must lose two hearts and at least one
spade (so if trumps are 4–1, that’s Goodnight, Vienna). Again, this doesn’t add up.
Nine winners and three losers. By now you
will see that with this type of anomaly we
should look for a ruff, probably before
tackling trumps. There would be no point
in trying to ruff clubs in the South hand
(don’t ruff in the long hand), the aim
being to ruff a loser in the dummy.
To do that, though, dummy has to be
denuded of hearts. So . . . let’s execute the

E

W
S

´
™
t
®

N
W

plan. Win the club lead and play and lose
a heart. Win the return (a club, say) and
lead and lose a heart. Win the return, play
off two top trumps and now ruff the
losing heart on the table. Assuming that
the trumps are 3–2 we will have four spade
tricks, one ruff in the dummy, three
diamonds and two clubs. In other words,
that’s five trump tricks, three diamonds
and two clubs. You cannot make five
trump tricks if you attempt to ruff clubs in
the South hand.
Let’s look at the full deal:

´
™
t
®

62
KQ865
10 6 5 3
83

AK754
J93
AJ8
AK

If you play off two top trumps early in the
hand, you can be defeated. Sometime later
you are going to have to lead a heart. West
can win that and can draw dummy’s last
trump with the boss spade. Now the
defenders can cash two more heart tricks.
East-West will make one spade trick and
three heart tricks to defeat 4´.
Now, a question. East-West can always
beat 4´ on this hand with accurate
defence. What is that defence?
By now you should have seen that the
winning defence in most of these hands is
to make declarer do what he doesn’t want
to. As declarer can’t afford to draw trumps
the defenders do best to make him do
exactly that. If West leads a spade instead
of a club and the defence continues
leading trumps every time they are on
lead, 4´ fails.
r

CLUB PLAYER’S
BIDDING QUIZ
ON each of the following problems,
you are West. What should you bid
with each hand on the given auction?
Julian Pottage gives his answers on
page 54.

Hand 1
´ Q 10 4
™ Q8632
t Q 10 2
®98

W

Hand 2
´ AJ6
™Q4
tKQ84
®AQ85

W

Hand 3
´ KQ4
™AKQJ4
t KQ32
®K

N
E
S
1NT Dble Pass

?

N

2´

S
1NT
Pass

W
2®
?

N
E
Pass 2t

S
Pass

Hand 4
´ K Q 10 7 5 4
™AQ5
t 10 2
®J8

W

N

1´
?

2™

Hand 5
´Q3
™ K 10 8 5 4
t K 10 7 3 2
® 10

W

N

E
1t

S
Pass

N
1™

E
1´

S
Pass

Dble 2®
?

E

E

S
1t
Pass 3t

?

BRIDGE AND GOLF GIFTS DIRECT LIMITED
Large selection of bridge and golf gifts, and bridge accessories
available online at www.bridgeandgolfgifts.co.uk

( 020 8954 8006 / 07853 066 582
Fax: 020 420 7006

Hand 6
´ Q53
™ 85
t K 10 7 3 2
®872

W
?

E-mail: baggdirect@live.co.uk

www.ebu.co.uk
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REPORT

BRIGHTON SUMMER MEETING 2012
by Simon Cope

´
™
t
®

Board 5, Session 1, Swiss Pairs.
N/S Game. Dealer North.
´ A96
™ AJ92
t AKQ7
® J3
K Q J 10 5 4 2
´ 873
N
Q 10
™ 853
W
E
43
t 10 6 5
S
10 4
® K765
´ Void
™ K764
t J982
® AQ982

West

4´
Pass
22

North
Selway
1t
Dble
6™

East
Pass
Pass
End
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South
Preddy
1™
6t

would be enough to see it home.

Photo: David Stevenson

Playing a 15-17 NT and a five-card major
system, Selway opened 1t with the North
hand. East passed, and Preddy responded
1™. The next hand threw a well-timed
spanner in the works with an aggressive 4´
bid. West was at favourable vulnerability
opposite a passed partner – so a good shot
even if it sails a little close to the wind.
Selway now doubled: the call wasn’t pure
penalties, but rather just showed a good
hand. When this came back to Preddy, she
decided that Selway was unlikely to have
too much wastage in spades with the
opponents bidding 4´, and that her hand
was worth a shot at a slam. She had a fit
for partner’s diamonds (1t showed at
least four cards in the suit) so she tried 6t,
and Selway corrected to 6™ with his prime
four-card support for the suit.

Photo: Matt Betts

THE EBU’s 46th Summer Meeting took
place as usual in Brighton in early August.
As a result of the International Mind Sports
Association’s wisdom, this year there was a
World Championship taking place in Lille,
France, at the same time, which meant that
some of our players were busy competing
on the world stage and therefore unable to
be in Brighton. Nonetheless, there was
plenty of action for everyone to get their
teeth stuck into, and as usual there were the
two flagship events at the weekends. First
was the ever-popular Swiss Pairs for the
Harold Poster Cup; on the second weekend
it was the Swiss Teams for the Four Stars
Trophy. This year’s congress also saw a
major change in format: each Saturday
and Sunday also featured an additional
one-day event (teams the first weekend and
pairs the second) to allow people a little
more flexibility in their plans. Three of the
four midweek evening events also saw an
‘Early Bird’ session, starting at 7pm to allow
people to play and travel home at a reasonable time if they so desired.
Let’s start by having a look at a deal
played by Norman Selway and Kay Preddy,
winners of the Swiss Pairs.:

Four Star A Final winners: Ray Robinson,
Ed Scerri, Gary Jones and Jerry Harouni
Now we move forward to the second
weekend, and the Four Stars Teams final.
The winning team was made up of Ed
Scerri – Gary Jones, Ray Robinson – Jerry
Harouni. It is often the case in teams
bridge that you come back to score up
with a board which you expect to be a
good one, and it turns out to be a net loss.
However, sometimes the exact opposite is
true: you have a result which you are
concerned about and your team-mates
turn it into a winning position! Have a
look at this deal from the second session of
the Four Stars Final:

Swiss Pairs winners:
Norman Selway and Kay Preddy
The play didn’t take Preddy too long:
West led the king of spades and she ruffed
in her hand. Now she played a small heart
to the ten and jack, and was pleasantly
surprised when this held. Next came
another spade ruff, the king of hearts was
cashed, and then she played a diamond to
the dummy, drew the last trump, and took
a club finesse for an overtrick: +1460 and
75% of the match-points. Whilst the
favourable trump posi tion was not
necessarily to be expected, the slam was
nonetheless a good prospect as if there
had been a trump loser, the club finesse

´
™
t
®

Board 18, Session 2 (Rotated)
E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ 9752
™ KQ93
t K J 10
® K3
KQ43
´ A J 10 8 6
N
10 6 4
™ A752
W
E
9753
t 6
S
64
® 10 9 5
´ Void
™ J8
t AQ842
® AQJ872
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West
Scerri
Pass
2´
Pass
Pass

North

1™
Dble
4NT
6t

East
Jones
1´
Pass
Pass
End

South
1®
2t
4t
5´

Ed Scerri, West, led a top spade. Declarer
adopted the normal-looking line of
ruffing this and playing two rounds of
trumps, but upon receiving the bad news,
South abandoned diamonds and started
on clubs. She played a club to the king,
followed by a club back to her ace, and
now led the club queen from her hand.
Look at the position Scerri found himself
in: if he ruffed, declarer would overruff in
the dummy, and play a low heart from the
table. Now Gary Jones, East, could go up
with the ace of hearts and play a spade, but
declarer would be in command: she would
have ruffed, drawn the last trump and
tabled her hand which contained only
winners. Scerri, though, had other ideas.
He declined to ruff the third club, pitching
a low heart (showing an odd number)
instead. Declarer played a fourth club, on
which once again Scerri discarded a heart.
Now came a fifth club from declarer: at
this point Scerri ruffed; declarer over ruffed and played a heart from the
dummy. Jones rose with the ace and
played another heart for Scerri to ruff –
down one.
Note that when on the table with the
overruff declarer couldn’t cross back to
hand with a spade, as she would have
forced herself once more without having
set up her heart winner yet. A quite superb
piece of defence, and when Harouni and
Robinson read out +420 for 5®+1, they
were pleasantly surprised to hear the
words ‘Win ten’ from their team-mates!

Let’s take a look at one final deal – from one
of the most entertaining events of the
midweek, the Mixed Pivot Teams. In this
event each team member plays nine boards
with each of the others – often leading to
some entertaining results. This deal in
particular caused much discussion:

Photo: Matt Betts

Four Stars B Final: Alex Hydes, Olivia and
Alan Woo, Simon Cope.
Brighton Bowl: Glyn Liggins, Ben Green,
Michael Byrne, Duncan Happer.

´
™
t
®

Board 13 (Rotated).
Game All. Dealer South.
´ K
™ K9872
t KJ973
® K3
J4
´ 97652
N
Q J 10 6
™ 3
W
E
862
t 10 5
S
Q J 10 5
® 87642
´ A Q 10 8 3
™ A54
t AQ4
® A9

At most tables, the auction started 2NT by
South, 3t (transfer to hearts) by North,
and the final contract, after a Roman KeyCard Blackwood enquiry which revealed
that North-South were missing the queen
of trumps, was usually 6™.
As you can see, 6™ will go down because
West holds two trump tricks. The auction,
whichever route it takes, requires good
judgment as regards the final contract:
when you have the North hand, and you
find out that your side is in an eight-card fit
missing at best five trumps to the queen,
and possibly to the queen and jack, it is
quite unlikely that 6™ will be a better contract than 6NT. There is a chance that 6NT
might be available in top tricks – and in the
worst case it will probably need the heart
suit to behave, which is required in 6™ in
any event. As you can see on this
lie of the cards, 6NT is on top
and you make all thirteen tricks
when the jack of spades falls.
Interestingly, in at least one
match a greedy West doubled
the 6™ contract reached by
North-South – and was dealt a
deserved blow when the opponents ran to the cold 6NT. How
bad can life be when the opponents bid a slam and you have
two almost certain trump tricks?
West should have passed quietly
and waited for his one down!
Congratulations to all the
Sunday One-day Swiss Teams Winners: Colin Wilson, winners, and here’s to more of
the same next year!
r
Diana Avis, Shirley Goodwin and Brian Crack

www.ebu.co.uk

OTHER BRIGHTON
WINNERS

One-day Swiss Teams: Saturday: Mark Lehto,
Fiona Hutchison, Tim Gauld, Guy Hart;
Sunday: Brian Crack, Diana Avis, Shirley Goldwin, Colin Wilson.
Stratified Pairs: Graham and Berry Hedley.
Brighton Plate: Paul Thornton – Gerry Weston.
Senior Pairs: A final: Tom Gisborne – Sandy
Davies; B final: Chris Duckworth – Brian
Callaghan; Consolation final: Mike Seaver – Eric
Campbell.
Senior Swiss Teams: Bob McRobert, Rob
Lawy, Andrew Thompson, Tony Clark.
Really Easy Congress: Pairs sessions: Nirmal
and Joy Dutta, Alison Bloxham – Fiona Drew,
Frances Wallace – Anne Ratcliffe, Julia
Broady – Marie Hallam, John Borwick – Claire
Price, Rosemary Vase – Mary Webster, Marius
Dros – Joan Crothall, Alison DunbarDempsey – Sally Craig, Jackie Craig – Suzanne
Wickham.
Next Step Congress: Pairs sessions: Julia
Broady – Marie Hallam, John Borwick
– Claire Price, Rosemary Vase – Mary Webster,
Marius Dros – Joan Crothall, Suki Kilby – Annie
Mendelow, George Siddens – Oliver Powell,
Nirmal and Joy Dutta, Joanna Seddon – T. Pat
Lewis, Judy Wesselbaum – Ruth Kim, Barbara
Beaumont – Sheila McKenna, Premdat
Hariram – Les Woolard. Teams session: Blue: Les
Woolard, Premdat Hariram, Janet Rushworth,
Maurice Hughes; Orange: Chris Derrick, Philip
Butterworth, George Siddens, Oliver Powell.
Midweek Events
Play with the Experts: Margaret Wort – Darren
Evetts.
Championship Pairs: Marc Lee – Phil Godfrey.
Mixed Pivot Teams: Liz Hoskins, Ian Lancaster,
Andrew Southwell, Peter Clinch.
Mixed Pairs Championship: Kath Nelson –
Steve Auchterlonie.
Knock-out Teams: Erland Skjetne, Ed Jones,
Alex Hydes, Ewa Kater, Tom Townsend.
Speedball Pairs: Friday: Paul Belsten – Stuart
Davies; Wednesday: Mike Bell – Graeme
Robertson; 2nd Friday: Phil Godfrey – Simon
Creasey. Speedball KO Teams: First Saturday:
Ed Jones, Emily Middleton, Andrew Murphy,
Graeme Robertson; Second Saturday: Sarah
Pinchbeck, Alex Hydes, Graeme Robertson,
Yvonne Wiseman.
Open Pairs: Jane and David Jensen, Joseph
Walsh – Sean Mekie, Phil Godfrey – Martin
Garvey, Paul Maiolani – Bob McKinnon,
Martin Craven – Damien Byron, Chris
Cooper – Simon Creasey. Open Teams: Green
Section: Bill Taylor, Mark Hodgson, Robert
Miller, Jim Deacon; Orange Section: Mike
Hamon, Enid Hamon, Clare Hamon, Andrew
Urbanski.
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Stage 2 Conventions

by Neil Rosen

Multi-Landy
A FEW months ago I wrote for the
‘Debate’ in this magazine extolling the
merits of Astro versus Landy, as a defence
to an opponent’s opening of 1NT.
Many of you might be looking at your
own defence to 1NT and I thought I would
present one of the more modern treatments, Multi-Landy, which combines the
2® component of Landy with a Multi- style
2t (single suited in a major). In addition
2™/2´ are used to show at least five of that
major plus four or more in a minor.
Those of you familiar with Cappelletti
or Hamilton will have seen similar
methods, though the 2® and 2t bids were
reversed.
I believe the Multi-Landy convention to
be extremely effective and accurate.
In common with many artificial systems
it should be remembered that they do not
replace basic bridge agreements; hence all
of the bids within Multi-Landy are limited
to a maximum of 15 HCPs, since otherwise
a penalty double would have been chosen.

The 2® Bid
This shows both majors. Strength can vary
depending on distribution, but an approximate guideline is:
With 5-5 in the suits, 8+ HCPs;
With 5-4 in the suits, 10+ HCPs.
(depending on suit qualities and vulnerability, of course.)
I do not recommend making the bid too
often with only a 4-4 shape as this

convention is Multi-Landy, not ‘Defensive
Stayman’! Thus it simply asks partner to
bid his better major rather than enquiring
as to whether he holds a four-card major
himself.
The responses are quite simple, as you
can see below. With a genuine preference,
simply ‘choose’ a major. With equal preference (in terms of length), bid 2t and the
Multi-Landy bidder will then bid his
longer suit.
Thus with:
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This bid shows a single-suited major
(usually six cards with 10-15 HCPs). Note
that some people choose to play that this
shows any single-suited hand. I much
prefer to keep it as showing a major suit
only. A scheme of responses is below –
those of you who have either played a
Multi or defended against one will be
familiar with the mechanisms:
Pass
2™

´
™
t
®

KJ984
KJ74
A7
62

N
E

W
S

´
™
t
®

Q73
Q65
9652
A43

South opens 1NT, West overcalls 2®
(Multi-Landy) and the 2t bid in response
is essential so no guesswork is involved in
reaching the correct contract.
Other responses to the 2® bid that I
recommend are as follows:
Pass
2™
2´
2NT

Shows lots of clubs!
Heart preference;
Spade preference;
Natural, non-forcing (approx.
12-14 balanced);
3®
Artificial game force (usually
15+);
3t
Natural, 6 card suit (approx.
10-14);
3™/3´ Natural, invitational;
Other Natural.

Free trial ´ Acol widely played
Special subscription rates for EBU members
Friendly & fun online club for all players
24

The 2t Bid

2´

2NT

Shows lots of diamonds!
Pass or correct (i.e. not prepared
to play higher than 2™ if partner
has hearts);
Pass or correct (i.e. prepared to
go further if partner has hearts
but not if he has spades). With
hearts, partner then bids 3™ with
a minimum or another suit/
feature if non-minimum;
Enquiry about the hand type
with genuine game ambition.
Responses are then:
3® Shows hearts, better than
minimum;
3t Shows spades, better than
minimum;
3™ shows hearts, minimum;
3´ shows spades, minimum.

The 2™/2´ Bids
These show at least five cards in the suit
bid and at least a four-card minor.
Responses are fairly obvious. Pass with
three trumps, or two trumps and no fourcard minor. So, after (1NT) – 2™ – (Pass):
Pass Shows heart tolerance;
2´
Natural, five spades 10+ points;
2NT Enquiry, asks partner to bid his
minor;
3®
Natural, at least a six-card suit;
3t
Natural, at least a six-card suit.
Another possible way to respond is to use
2NT as an enquiry for the minor, but with
genuine game interest; if so, 3® will now
www.ebu.co.uk

be ‘pass or correct’ with no game ambition
and 3t can be artificial, showing a good
‘raise in partner’s suit’ leaving a raise in
the suit as slightly less in terms of points.

Usually played as both minors (at least 5-5).
Again, some partnerships may choose a
different variation whereby 2NT shows
any big two-suited hand (at least 5-5).

The 3®/3t Bids
These show a good-quality suit (at least
six-card long) and 10-15 HCPs approx.

74
K6
K87
AQJ652

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AQ8
Q75
A963
874

South opens 1NT, and West bids 3®
Multi-Landy. The merit of the bid is
obvious, as East has a very easy 3NT
response.

The 3™/3´ Bids
These can vary according to partnership
agreement as either weak or strong. I
recommend playing them as pre-emptive
(seven cards and 5-9 HCPs approx.).
One of the big plusses of this system is
that it copes with several key hand types:
a)
b)
c)

by Jeremy Dhondy

PSYCHING

The 2NT Bid

´
™
t
®

IN A NUTSHELL

Both majors;
A five-card major plus a minor at
least four-cards long;
A single-suited major.

What is a ‘psyche’?
A deliberate and gross mis-statement of
either honour strength and/or suit
length. Opening a 12-14 no-trump on
an 11 count is not a psyche nor is opening a Weak Two on a five card suit (they
are deviations).
Suppose I psyche accidentally?
Then you haven’t psyched. If you open,
say, a Weak 2t, and then remember you
are playing a Multi, you have not psyched because it was not deliberate. This
is a misbid.
Are there any bids I can’t psyche?
At Level 4 or above you can do what you
want. There used to be a regulation that
you could not psyche your side’s
strongest bid but that has not applied
for many years. Our regulations forbid
psyching a Multi 2t at Level 3 or below
(see Orange Book Section 6).
I psyched a few times near the end of
the event and the director was not
amused.
Frivolous psyching of the sort that suggests you no longer have any interest in
the event spoils it for others and is not
allowed (see Law 74).
So why do some players get upset by
psyching?
Reason one is if they feel they have been
made to look stupid but they should
console themselves with the fact that it
works a lot less than 50% of the time.

Reason Two is an irrational and erroneous belief that it is cheating – it isn’t.
A third and more serious reason is
‘fielding’ The psyche needs to be as
much a surprise to partner as it is to the
opponents and if you psyche a lot then
this is hard to achieve. If you take an
unusual action opposite what turns out
to be a psyche by partner, then your
action may be deemed by the director to
be ‘green’ (meaning that nothing untoward has happened), or ‘amber’ (meaning it is a bit suspicious), or ‘red’ (meaning it is unacceptable and you will have
the score adjusted).
A good example of a ‘field’ is if your
partner overcalls 1NT showing about
15-18 points and you hold an 11- count
with a good five-card suit. If you fail to
bid game or double the opponents’
action, then you can expect the tournament director to ask you some direct
questions.
Must I get psyches recorded?
No, but it is a good idea to do so. That
way a pattern emerges. To give one
example a player some years ago ticked
a box on the recording form to indicate
he had not psyched a particular bid with
that partner in the previous year or so. A
look at the forms recorded later showed
he was being economical with the truth
and it was his third similar psyche in
twelve months – and that was only the
ones recorded!

r

Give it a try!

2012 INTER-COUNTY LEAGUES NATIONAL FINALS
THE INTER-COUNTY Leagues National Final was conceived by Graham Jepson, who ran the event for the first five years of its existence.
It is a one-day teams-of-eight event open to the champion counties of each division of the five Regional Inter-County League Teamsof-Eight events: the Northern Bridge League (‘NBL’); the Midland Counties Leagues (Dawes League, Porter Cup and Markham Trophy);
the Eastern Counties League (‘ECL’); the Western League (South Western Counties); the Metropolitan Cup (South Eastern Counties).
Each of these regional events has a slightly different format, but the common feature is that they all consist of three divisions, with
every county generally having one team in each division (i.e. there is no promotion / relegation, but every county ‘A’ team competes
in Division 1, etc.). The National Final consists of three events (divisions). Division 1 is contested by the five champion teams of the
respective 1st divisions of the Regional Leagues. Similarly the five Division 2 champions (county ‘B’ teams) and the Division 3
champions (county ‘C’ teams) compete within their own categories.
This year’s winners were: Division 1: Merseyside & Cheshire (Dave and Jean Keen, Alan Stephenson, Stuart Matthews, David
Stevenson, Liz Commins, Christopher Pope, Andy Prothero – photo on page 49); Division 2: Yorkshire (Stuart Davies, Paul Belsten,
George Bak, Gill Copeland, Janet and Ted Latham, John O’Sullivan, Malcolm Robinson); Division 3: Sussex (John Jackson, Leon
Northeast, Andy Ryder, Giles Faulkner, Shirley Saunter, Peter Buttery, Malcolm Wright, Andrea Galpin).

www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge with a Twist

by Simon Cochemé

Making Your Name
Bridge is one of the few games where you can make your name other than just as a great player . . .
STAYMAN AND Blackwood, Gerber and
Jacoby; they may have won World titles,
but that is not why they are famous. Your
name may be on your club’s Honours
Board for winning the Mixed Pairs in 1987
(well done), but lasting fame comes from
having a convention, rule, law or somesuch named after you.
The Stayman convention was developed,
independently, by Jack Marx in England
and George Rapée in America. But it was
Sam Stayman who wrote about it (in 1945)
and it is his name that will be remembered
for as long as bridge is played.
Something similar happened with Lavinthal and McKenney. Lavinthal invented the
suit preference signal, where you play or
discard a high card to indicate interest in a
higher-ranking suit. Although still sometimes called a Lavinthal signal, it is more
commonly known in England as McKenney,
after William McKenney, who publicised it.
(Lavinthal’s first name was Hy; isn’t that
serendipitous? Is it too much to hope that
his wife’s name was Lorelei, and that she was
known as Lo?)
I am indebted to Barry Rigal for information on the Granville Sacrifice (Richard
Granville was one of the Cambridge set in
the 1970s). If you believe that your opponents are about to make 4™ and score 420,
then it is wrong to sacrifice if you are going
to concede 500. But if your (foolish) partner
doubles them in 4™, the picture changes.
Now they will score 590 for making it, and a
sacrifice that costs 500 is suddenly worth it.
It needs to be finely judged!
Is your partner a fanatical believer in
giving count in defence, playing high-low
regardless of the actual layout of the cards?
This is the sort of thing I mean:
´A95
´KQ743

N
W

E
S

´ 10 8

´J62

You lead the king of spades, declarer ducks
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in dummy to prevent you continuing the
suit, and your partner enthusiastically
contributes the ten, to show a doubleton.
What he has actually done is give declarer
an extra entry to dummy by way of the
spade finesse and, possibly, a way of making
his otherwise doomed contract. This unfortunate habit is known as a Stewart Peter,
named after a partner of mine.
Cardinal Morton was Henry VII’s
chancellor and famous for his tax-raising
strategy, Morton’s Fork. If a merchant lived
extravagantly he could obviously afford to
pay high taxes. If he lived frugally he obviously had savings and so he too could pay
high taxes. In a Morton’s Fork at the bridge
table there is a suit distributed like this:
®Q87

Declarer

Dummy

®K6

If you think that North has the ace of clubs,
then lead the seven and present North with
two losing options; if he rises with the ace
he gives you two club tricks; if he ducks,
then the king wins and you may be able to
discard the six and lose no club tricks.
They don’t all have to be brilliances or
blunders. The Hallberg Signal, named after
Gunnar Hallberg (but not invented by
him), occurs when declarer calls for an unnecessarily high small card from dummy to
tell partner that the contract is safe.
The Sharif Acknowledgement is a variation on this theme. When Omar Sharif
played with members of the Italian Blue
Team, it was agreed that declarer would
give Sharif an indication of how good the
contract was after dummy went down. He
would say ‘Merci’ if the contract was cold,
‘Thank you’ if Sharif put down a reasonable dummy, and ‘Grazie’ if the contract
was unlikely to make.
The story goes that, after a long auction
to 7®, Sharif proudly put down dummy.
‘Grazie,’ said Pietro Forquet.
‘Grazie!’ exclaimed Sharif. ‘Surely it’s
worth at least a “Thank you”!’
Landy (bidding 2® over an opponent’s

1NT to show both majors) was the brainchild of American Alvin Landy. I asked
English champion Sandra Landy what she
said when her students asked her about
Landy. ‘I look suitably modest and tell them
it is a fine convention,’ she told me. Sandra
has left her own mark on the game with the
Landy Game Try, where you bid game and
then try and make it. Some might say that
this is a euphemism for over-bidding, but
Sandra has sixteen World and European
medals to attest to its success.
The Grosvenor Gambit was launched by
Frederick B. Turner in a mock obituary in
The Bridge World in 1973. The gambit
occurs when a defender makes a play that is
so stupid that declarer cannot believe it and
does not take advantage. Suppose declarer,
who is known to hold five trumps, leads a
small trump towards dummy.
™ K 10 8 4 2
™QJ5

N
W

™ Void

E
S

™A9763

West should play an honour, guaranteeing
himself a trick. But if he plays the five of
hearts, declarer will always rise with the
king, playing for a 2-1 split. When East
shows out, declarer knows he has been
Grosvenored. The purpose of the gambit is
not to gain a trick on the current deal (it
never does), but to upset declarer when he
discovers what has happened. If declarer
doesn’t regain his composure, the reward
may come in the next deal or two.
Holding a king and ducking a finesse is
not a Grosvenor Gambit, even if you
started with king-doubleton. Such a duck
can sometimes gain. A Grosvenor is a
psychological play and has no technical
merit whatsoever.
If you are minded to try a Grosvenor
Gambit, make sure you are playing against
someone good enough to fall for it. It also
helps to have a partner who will forgive
you if it goes wrong!
r
www.ebu.co.uk

Ask Jeremy

by Jeremy Dhondy

Slow Play
Email your questions to Jeremy Dhondy at ebuproblems@btopenworld.com
or write to the editor, Elena Jeronimidis, at 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR.
Please include your name and address even if writing by email.

GG (NAME and address supplied) tells
a sad story: I took up bridge last
September, joining a local class run by
an EBU accredited tutor.
I have now been ejected from the
class. What, might you ask, has
brought about my ejection? Inappropriate behaviour to the opposite
sex? Inappropriate behaviour to the
same sex? Refusal to pay for each
session? Cheating, with or without
mirrors?
No – none of these. My crime is
that, allegedly, I play too slowly. Or, as
the tutor put it, with some degree of
circumlocution, he cannot find someone to partner me who can cope with
my speed of play – or lack of it. I
admit that I am a slow player, but in
my defence, I usually can make my
contract.
My question is simply this: what
constitutes slow play?

The answer to this may depend on where
you play but it is common for beginners
and inexperienced players to be slow, at
least to start with. In a duplicate at the
club, twenty-four boards in three hours
is not an unreasonable expectation but
when players are first playing in
duplicates, they may well not be able to
manage more than eighteen in the same
period.
I think the answer to your question is
that to play in whatever your social
group is, you have to learn to play at an
acceptable rate. Unless you can manage
two boards in about fifteen or sixteen
minutes you are not ready for the club
duplicate. For beginners, however, more
flexibility is required.
I hope you soon find another game to
suit you.
www.ebu.co.uk

ANON (NAME and address supplied)
makes some points about slow play: I
played in a teams event, and in the last
round was still in contention. When
every other table had finished we still
had two boards to play entirely
because of the opposition. The director attempted to keep the room quiet
but unsurprisingly did not succeed.
We lost. I am not suggesting anything
under hand, but it is this sort of
behaviour that makes people consider
giving up the game.

Slow play is a difficult thing to resolve; it
concerns players and in some cases sharply
reduces their enjoyment if they have to
suffer the effects. There is a famous example of a very slow Gold Cup semi-final
which ended at about 3.30am after eight
boards had been played the same way at
both tables to add to the general funereal
pace – not ideal preparation for the winning team to play in the final, you might
think. That led to some fairly firm rules for
that competition. In an EBU tournament
the directors should be keeping an eye on
the speed of play but it is also up to
competitors to let the director know if they
are, for example, constantly having to wait
for a pair. Even in a teams match, where
you might think there is little point in
fining both sides, eventually it gets to the
point where the director can break up a
partnership having delivered some warnings and fines.
At local level it is also annoying if one
pair are always last to finish. They can be
warned, fined, have boards taken away
from them but in my view these are not

effective solutions for the most part. Check
out this link, containing some useful advice,
to one Essex club who have tried to deal
with the problem: www.mountnessing
bridgeclub.org.uk/Documents/advisory_
slow_ consequences.shtml
If a pair is persistently slow, impervious
to warnings and even fines from the
director, then eventually someone from the
club committee may have to speak to them
and say that they are not free to take as long
as they want and that they must take
appropriate action to make sure, for
example, that the duplicate finishes before
the caretaker comes round jangling his
keys. In some circumstances taking a board
away and letting the pairs play it at the end
may work. Directors should remember
however that once a board has been started
it must be completed. They can, however,
prevent a board being played and award
average plus to the non-offenders and
average minus to the already warned and
very slow pair. This is, however, but a
temporary solution.
Perhaps the most difficult situation to
resolve is that of a match played privately,
no director and no time monitors, but I
believe you can reduce some of the effects of
slow play. Those who play at a glacial pace
often want to have a discussion between
boards, and sitting there awaiting play can
be excruciating. I’ve played matches where
the slow players are also terrible managers at
the table, so I make sure I am in control of
the boards: they go from the table and the
next one appears quickly. Similarly, telling
the opponents between sets of boards where
you intend to sit for the next set may help
halt their chatter as to how they might have
made an overtrick on Board 23 and speed
r
things up.

When you have finished reading this magazine,
if you don’t want to keep it please recycle it.
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SELECTION NEWS
Following their spectacular success
in the Women's European Championships and
the Mind Sports Games, it is no surprise that
the following players have been selected
to represent England in the Venice Cup
at the World Bridge Teams Championships
to be played in Bali next year:
Sally Brock – Nicola Smith
Heather Dhondy – Nevena Senior
Fiona Brown – Susan Stockdale
Jeremy Dhondy (Non-playing Captain)
David Burn (Coach)
The Open team will be selected at the Selection
Committee meeting in November 2012.

TEACHER TRAINING COURSES 2012
Partner Teacher Training Courses –
courses for prospective teachers
Aylesbury EBU HQ October 19–21, 2012
(NOTE CHANGE OF DATE)
Aylesbury EBU HQ February 15–17, 2013
Midlands venue – end of June – to be confirmed
Aylesbury EBU HQ October 11–13, 2013
Courses – £200 for the Full Course –
include how to teach bridge, what to teach,
short teaching practice, how to recruit, how to retain and how to
turn your students into a partner club.

For info ( 01296 317217 or email lisa@ebu.co.uk

Club Teacher Training Courses
NEW courses for affiliated clubs
Under the Universal Membership scheme affiliated clubs are invited
to nominate one club member in any two-year period to be trained
FREE OF CHARGE as a Club Teacher. Second and subsequent
bookings from the same club can be made at £102 each.
The course content will include how to teach bridge, what to
teach and a short teaching practice. Entries may only be booked by
the registered secretary of the affiliated club. Courses are restricted
to 12 people per course and may well fill before the magazine goes
to press.
The 2012 programme is complete – details of the 2013
programme will be available here and on the EBU website.
For details ( 01296 317217 or email lisa@ebu.co.uk
Any club with permanent premises which would be prepared to
host one of the new courses is asked to contact John Pain at the
EBU: ( 01296 317218 or email john@ebu.co.uk. There are additional concessions available for clubs hosting the courses.
28

English Bridge October 2012

CLUB DIRECTOR & COUNTY
DIRECTOR TRAINING
COURSES 2012-2013
ESSENTIALS £37
Cambridge
Aylesbury EBU
Brighton

Saturday 17 November
Wednesday 17 October FULL
Monday 12 August 2013

BOOK RULINGS £42
Darlington
Aylesbury EBU
Cambridge
Brighton

Saturday 17 November
Wednesday 21 November FULL
Sunday 9 December
Tuesday 13 August 2013

JUDGMENT RULINGS £42
Aylesbury EBU
Cambridge
Darlington
Brighton

Wednesday 12 December FULL
Sunday 20 January 2013
Saturday 23 February 2013
Wednesday 14 August 2013

ASSESSMENT £47
Oxford
Aylesbury EBU
Cambridge
Darlington
Brighton

Saturday 10 November
Wednesday 16 January 2013 FULL
Sunday 10 February 2013
Saturday 27 April 2013
Thursday 15 August 2013

New courses planned: Applications are now open for courses to be
run starting in the period November 2012 to May 2013. Please contact john@ebu.co.uk at the EBU if your club would interested in
hosting the courses and there has been nothing in your area for the
last two years. Courses planned for 2013 include Headcorn,
Maidstone; Cuckfield, W.Sussex; Southport; Manchester and
Aylesbury. Details will appear here and on the EBU website.

ONE-DAY COUNTY PREPARATION COURSE
18 May 2013
This one-day course held at EBU Aylesbury office is
intended for people who are thinking of tackling the County
Course. It uses material from previous County Course on
harder book and judgement rulings and
the EBU White Book TD guide. Course fee £45.

For further information, or to register for a course

( 01296 317203 or email peter@ebu.co.uk
CONCESSIONS FOR AFFILIATED CLUBS
Under the Universal Membership scheme affiliated clubs are
invited to send a second club member to a TD course FREE OF
CHARGE where the club sends a full paying member to any of
the club TD courses. The offer is on a ‘like for like’ basis – so
when a club books a place (from one to four courses) it
receives the equivalent free for another member of the same
club. To take advantage of the scheme both the paying member
and the free member must be booked at the same time and the
booking must be made by the registered secretary of the club.
(Please note this scheme does not include the County
Director or County Refresher courses held annually, nor the
County Preparation day course.)
www.ebu.co.uk

CALENDAR

EBU News
FROM THE L&E
THERE ARE new versions of the
Orange, Tangerine and White
Books on the EBU website,
active from 1st August 2012. It is
important that these are the
ones that are used and not any
older versions.
The L&E has begun a review
of the Orange Book with a view
to updating it in time for August
2013. Comments on the current
alerting and announcing regulations together with any comments on the current licensing
regime are welcome, and should
be sent to lecsec@ebu.co.uk

NEW DIARY
AS IN previous years, if you have
received this magazine, you will
have received the new EBU
diary too.
The diary is jam-packed
with information about the
EBU, its counties and competitions. This year we have added
some additional features: first,
the diary has been restructured
in some areas to make it a little
more user-friendly.
Secondly, we want to encourage you to engage with your
county and take part in their
programme of events. We are
also aware that many of the
county secretary names that are
correct at the time of going to
press are not correct when you
receive your diary. Therefore we
have included the web address
of your county to ensure that
you get hold of the right information at the right time – so
please log on and join in.
Moreover, we have included a
‘Forward Planner’ for 2013, so
you can add future dates – it can
also be used for non-bridge
events! Finally, we have added a
‘Useful Telephone Numbers’
page for all those difficult to
remember, or find, numbers.
We hope you welcome some
of the changes. If you have any
other ideas, please let us know
via diary@ebu.co.uk

www.ebu.co.uk

OF EVENTS

2011 YOUNG PLAYER AWARDS
THE YOUNG Pair of the Year
Award for 2011 is given to a pair
whose excellence at the bridge
table is matched only by their
attitude and behaviour, which
has been a credit to the squad
and the EBU. 2011 saw them
have a fantastic year starting
with a record score in the Peggy
Bayer, the home nations championship, where they scored 223
Victory Points out of a theoretical maximum of 225.
They then went on to
compete in the White House
tournament where their individual butler score was one of the
highest achieved by an England
pair. It was in the European
Championships held in July in
Albena, Bulgaria that they really
came of age however, as they
played every single board, carrying the team to a record 4th
place which qualified them for
the World Championships held
this year in China.
They never criticise or blame
team-mates or each other, and
they will enjoy a laugh and a joke

whether their results are good or
bad, their only aim being to
improve as a partnership.

6-7
6-7
8-12
10-16
19-21
26-28
27-28
27-28
27-28
27-28

The Young Pair of the Year for
2011 is awarded to Basil Letts
(left in the photo above) and
Shivam Shah.
In addition Shivam is awarded the title of Young Player of
the Year 2011, his overall year
including not only events played
with Basil but also a great Channel Trophy (again in England’s
strongest partnership, this time
with Alex Roberts) and a solid
performance in the European
Open Pairs in Poznan in partnership with Simon Cope.

2011 TOM BRADLEY AWARD
ALAN GREEN
of Suffolk has
been given the
Tom Bradley
Award. This was
created after the
death of the former Treasurer
of the EBU, who
was a champion
at at tracting
new people,
es pe cial ly the
young, into the game of bridge,
and it is assigned each year to a
non-school teacher for services to the teaching of bridge
in England.
Alan Green (in the photo with
EBU Chairman Sally Bugden)
has worked extremely hard over
the last couple of years to introduce Minibridge and bridge to
various schools in East Anglia.
Alan has now set up a team

n OCTOBER 2012
5-7

which assist
him with
the various
schools
i nvo l v e d .
He is planning to int ro duce
Minibridge
and bridge
to more
schools in
the area; if
you can help, please do let us
know at Minibridge@ebu.co.uk
John Pain, EBU Education
Manager, said: ‘Alan has a great
skill in teaching all levels and
ages of children, and in providing a well-rounded education in
the game. He is an ideal recipient
of the Tom Bradley Award,
because of all his amazing work
in the wide geographic expanse
of East Anglia.’

West of England Congress
Weston-super-Mare
Great Northern Swiss Pairs
Hilton Leeds City Hotel
Felixstowe Congress
British Sims Clubs
Overseas Congress
Marmaris, Turkey
Autumn Congress
Stratford-upon-Avon
Really Easy Congress
Wroxton, Nr Banbury
Premier League (2nd w/e)
Manchester
Lancashire Congress
Kent Congress
Tunbridge Wells BC
Malvern Congress
Bransford

n NOVEMBER 2012
2-4

Seniors Congress
Daventry
9
Children in Need Sim Pairs
Clubs
9-11
NEBA Congress
Gateshead Marriot Hotel
9-11
Premier League (3rd w/e)
Solihull
10-11
Middlesex Congress
Barnet
12-15
Children in Need Sim Pairs
Clubs
15-18
Champions Cup
Eilat, Israel
16-3 Dec EBU Balmoral Cruise
with Paul Hackett
Cape Verde Islands
17-18
Tollemache Qualifier
Daventry Hotel

n DECEMBER 2012
8-9
15-16
21-23
27-30
28-30

Gold Cup Finals
West Midlands BC, Solihull
Senior Camrose trials
Solihull
Junior Channel Trophy
(provisional), England
Year End Congress, London
Year End Congress, Blackpool

n JANUARY 2013
4-6
4-6
5-6
7-11
19-20
25-27

Camrose Trophy
Northern Ireland
Midlands Congress
Bransford, Worcs.
Manchester Congress
British Sims Clubs
Swiss Teams Congress
Hinckley Island Hotel
Lady Milne trials

n FEBRUARY 2013
5-6
6-12
9-10
15-17
22-24

Bridge England Sims, Clubs
Overseas Congress
Fuerteventura
Tollemache Final
Hinckley Island Hotel
Junior Camrose/Peggy Bayer
England
Harrogate Spring Congress
Majestic Hotel
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Minibridge – ThreeYears Later & Beyond
by Matt Betts
AFTER THREE years of running the
We also asked whether there was an imThe EBU is proud that the majority of its
provement in Social and Emotional skills.
membership is over 50 years of age and we
Minibridge initiative, we are proud to
This is a new programme used in a
embrace all those who play bridge. Howannounce that the EBU has introduced the
ever, we must ensure that there is a future
game of Minibridge to over one hundred
number of schools looking at the social
primary schools throughout England –
and emotional aspects of learning (SEAL).
for bridge and we wanted to find out
adding an element of fun for pupils from
SEAL is ‘a comprehensive, whole-school
whether the children are so taken by the
the age of seven to eleven. The game can
approach to promoting the social and
game that they will keep learning and
be taught by teachers who are non-bridge
emotional skills that underpin effective
eventually want to play full bridge. Thereplayers thanks to a day’s in-service trainlearning, positive behaviour, regular
fore, we asked the schools if they could see
ing and an easy-to-use instructional
attendance, staff effectiveness and the
whether there was an advancement in
programme.
emotional health and well-being of all
bridge skills, or a potential advancement in
The various skills attained by children
who learn and work in schools.’
bridge skills. 55% of the schools could
learning and playing the game have
either see this advancement or the
been fully mapped to the National
potential for it. In addition, 72% of
Strategy targets in English and
the schools have confirmed that their
Mathematics in the National Curpupils are going home and teaching
riculum up to and including Level 4.
their parents and/or siblings how to
Minibridge also teaches skills in
play Minibridge, which is another
numeracy, problem solving, probagood omen for the future.
bility, speaking, listening and –
The initiative has been well
importantly – the social and emosupported by many, including the All
tional aspects of learning, including
Party Parliamentary Group for
team-building and interaction with
Bridge, because of the strong belief
other pupils.
that bridge has the most positive
It is extremely important to gain
effect on society’s health and wealth,
feedback on all that we do. In June,
as well as being great fun too.
we sent out questionnaires to all the
The Minibridge pupils will signifischools. Primary school teachers are
cantly add to the number of bridge
incredibly busy, so we were delighted
players of the future, and the response
to receive a significant response and
from our schools has proved how
Baroness Henig, Chair of the All Party Parliamentary
we extend a big thank-you to all
much the game is enabling pupils to
Group for Bridge, on a visit to Nettlebed Primary School
those who managed to find the
have a more rounded education. The
time to answer our questions.
78% of the schools saw an improvement
initiative is not only making sure that there
in the majority of their children. Under
is a real added value to the lessons in maths
What Did We Find Out?
the SEAL programme, Minibridge offers
and English, but it is also helping towards a
the following areas/skills:
significant step forward in social and
The sample of schools that answered told
Negotiation;
emotional skills.
us that:
Respect others’ boundaries;
Sally Bugden, Chairman of the EBU, said:
72% play Minibridge weekly in either
Take turns;
‘I am delighted that so many of our schools
an after school club, or a lunch time
Show patience and tolerance;
have benefited from our Minibridge iniclub;
Handle pressure;
tiative, which is funded by the EBU’s Youth
22% play Minibridge in their lessons
Cope with winning and losing;
and Education Trust (registered charity
– mainly in maths.
Comply with rules;
number 1121247). While we campaign to
60% have seen an improvement in
Trust partner’s decisions and actions;
get Minibridge on to the national curriculthe arithmetic skills of their pupils.
Cope with competition;
um, we still need to raise funds to continue
This is excellent news: the EBU has always
Sit still and allow others time and
this good work. If you would like to make a
promoted the fact that Minibridge is good
space;
donation so that we can fund more schools
for maths and we believe very strongly in
Cooperate with a partner;
and more pupils, please contact me at the
the benefits it has for pupils. However, the
Resolve conflict with partner or
EBU or visit our Youth and Education Trust
game does not necessarily need to be
opponents.
website for more information (www.bridge
taught in lessons and the 72% of pupils
All of these areas will benefit the school
webs.com/ebuyoutheducationtrust) – and
who learn in after school clubs will still
pupils now and in their future – in
don’t forget you can gift-aid any donation
gain the maths skills and experience.
everyday life, work and further studies.
that you make.’
r

•
•
•
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Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful
lessons to be learned from them. See
how your efforts compare with the
experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful
lessons to be learned from them. See
how your efforts compare with the
experts’ bidding.

October 2012
WEST HANDS

October 2012
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

´
™
t
®

QJ
J86
A98763
10 3

1. Game All
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

A632
AJ2
A84
K 10 9

2. Game All
Dealer West

3. Game All
Dealer West

´ 4
™ A 10 9 3 2

3. Game All
Dealer West

(Rodwell)

tQ7
® 10 9 6 3 2

1. Game All
Dealer East
(Milner)
2. Game All
Dealer West
(Nickell)

(Lall)

(Katz)

(Meckstroth)

´ J 10 3
™ 2
t J87642
(Versace)
®A74
*North bids 1™, South bids 2™

6. E/W Game
Dealer East
(Bompis)

´
™
t
®

10
AK764
K J 10 8 3 2
8

5. N/S Game
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

KQ832
Void
AQ
K Q J 10 6 5

6. E/W Game
Dealer East

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 36-37

´
™
t
®

K
KQ64
K Q 10 3 2
Q83

´ A K 10 3
™ KJ7
tJ6
® AKJ5

4. E/W Game
Dealer South

(Helness)

(Quantin)

$

(Helgemo)

6
AKQ
4
AKQ98765

´ 2
™ A73
t AK953
(Lauria)
® QJ65
*North bids 1™, South bids 2™

4. E/W Game
Dealer South

5. N/S Game
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Q5
Q 10 9 5 2
AQ
AKJ9

´
™
t
®

A7
K Q J 10 3
K5
9874

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 36-37

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

AUTUMN OFFERS

AUTUMN OFFERS

Pelissier Bridge Table

Carta Mundi Ace
Playing Cards

Luxury Bridge Table. Green felt top
with mahogany coloured wooden frame
and legs. Normally £99.99 –

Special offer only £85.00

Boxed. Linen texture.
6 red / 6 blue per pack of 12.
Only £14.00 per dozen
Save over 15%

Diamond Jubilee
Cards

EBU Anniversary Pen

Gold Backs
Only £2.50 per deck
Last chance to buy – Limited stock
VERY limited stock – ONLY £1.50 each
Silver coloured in suedette pouch

( 01296 397851 / 317200

( 01296 397851 / 317200

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p,
but include VAT.

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p,
but include VAT.

Offers end 31st October 2012.

$

Souvenir Packs / Collectable
(not suitable for playing duplicate)

Offers end 31st October 2012.

Memories

Ratings

New Claim

I THOUGHT you might like to
see this photo of my Mum
(Nesta Cresswell of Plymouth)
with Easley Blackwood.

THERE is a TV programme
called ‘Judge Judy’. She is
prone to say to some of the
defendants: ‘On your best day
you're not as smart as I am on
my worst day’.
I used to think that maxim
could be applied to bridge. NGS
has disproved this. Did you
know that as of today’s date
there are over 100 woman
players rated higher than one of
our world champions, Heather
Dhondy? I had not realised we
had such strength in depth.
Clive Owen, by email

FOLLOWING ‘Erratum’ (June
2012 edition), I believe Eden
Bridge Club in Carlisle has the
distinction of being the oldest
purpose-built bridge club in
England.

It was taken in 1986 when I
was still living in Toronto and
she came to visit and we went
to a bridge congress. We attended a lecture he gave.
It’s not a very good picture
but I am proud that we met
him and Mum was thrilled. We
also saw Sam Stayman at that
same congress.
Sheilah Da Silva, Bristol BC

Options
I WISH to comment on the
latest Simultaneous Pairs regard ing the non-issue of
booklets at the end of the
session.
Obviously this is cheaper for
the EBU but not everyone has a
computer and, personally, I like
to look through the booklet
immediately after having played while it is all fresh in my
mind.
I’m not normally a complainer but I know there are
several in our club who feel the
same as me – mainly those
without computers!
Shirley Durrant, by email
I am sorry that your enjoyment
should have been marred by the lack
of booklets. However, it seems as
though you should talk to your club,
as they could have either printed the
commentary themselves (as several
clubs do) or bought the printed
booklets from the EBU. At the cost of
£8 for 20 copies, I understand that
more than half the participating
clubs took up this option.

www.ebu.co.uk

Offer
IN clearing out my loft for
insulation, I find I have several
boxes of old bridge magazines,
some going back to the mid1970s, including English Bridge
(and its predecessor the EBU
Quarterly), Bridge Magazine,
Bridge Plus, International Popular Bridge Monthly and Bridge
Today (USA). Before sending
them to recycling, I thought I
would ask whether they would
be of interest to any of your
readers. If so, anyone wanting
more information could email
me at tim@timlawrence.co.uk
Tim Lawrence, Bucks

Honours
I STRONGLY support the
view that all our Olympiad
gold medallists should receive
honours. Arise Baroness Smith,
Duchess Brock, Lord and Lady
Dhondy, Countess Senior,
Princesses Susan and Fiona,
and Sir David Burn.
Henry Cosgrave, London
It is good that at least the national
press has taken notice of the team’s
achievements.

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Send your letters to the
Editor,
Elena Jeronimidis, 23 Erleigh
Road, Reading RG1 5LR, or e?
mail elena@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal
address)
The editor reserves the right

NGS Again
The club was established in
1938 and met at various rented
locations throughout Carlisle
including public houses and
WI premises. In 1976 a site was
acquired on the city’s Viaduct
Industrial Estate, building started with the new club opening
in February 1977. The committee of the day need to be
congratulated on their foresightedness.
Bridge has been played here
since then apart from a brief
interruption in 2005 when
large parts of Carlisle were
severely flooded including
Eden Bridge Club; renovation
work commenced promptly
and by August 2005 the club
was once again open.
We now have an excellent
facility with 230 members and
bridge played six nights each
week.
John Kelsey, by email

August
Debate
ANOTHER close one which
fortunately I can resolve
through practical experience.
When an opponent opens (or
responds) light it will work,
and when I do it, it won’t!
Bill March, by email

EVERYONE seems to focus on
their individual grade in the
NGS, which is de-constructed
from results with all partners
within the period covering the
calculation. That is under standable, as the system leads
you in that direction. But there
are some anomalies that can
arise because of disparate
standards in one’s regular partnerships, let alone the casual
ones.
However, as we point out to
the children we teach Minibridge to, one of the great
things about bridge is that it is
a partnership game.
So we in turn should focus
on our partnership ratings. To
further this cause it would help
if better partnership information was driving the future
development of the system.
Mike Bennett,
Henley-on-Thames
Please see Mike Christie’s article on
pages 18-19.

Suggestion
I SUSPECT that overwhelmingly, bridge is played on green
baize cloth. For some of us, the
green Pass cards are not easy to
see. Would it not be better to
have bright yellow Pass cards?
David Bowers, by email r

THE AUGUST DEBATE – Thank you for your votes and comments. Opinions were equally
divided as to whether opening light is a winning action or not.
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Prize Leads Quiz

by Alan Mould

Answers to August Problems
if I was going to make an aggressive lead, I
would lead a spade not a club.

Hand 1
´ K72
™ KJ8
t 10 9 8
® J652

West

North

Pass
2NT
All Pass

HHHHH

East
Pass

Hand 2
´ 74
™ 862
t Void
® A K Q J 10 6 3 2

South
1NT
3NT

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´2; (b) ™8;
(c) t10; (d) ®2.

(a) ´2: 7 marks. Dummy has shown no
interest in the majors, so this is a decent lead,
playing partner for length in the suit. It is partly a question of whether the defence needs to
be active or passive, and the auction suggests
passivity may be better. The contract may well
go off if you do not give declarer any tricks.
(b) ™8: 3 marks. This could be right but it is
very aggressive. Unless partner has a heart
honour, it is liable to cost at least one trick and
maybe a tempo. The trick could be vital as this
auction suggests the contract is close.
(c) t10: 10 marks. In general I am no fan
of passive leads against NT contracts but
here all the signs suggest that this is probably
the right time to make one – the opponents
have limited values for game, I have no
attractive aggressive lead and this seems a
particularly safe lead.
(d) ®2: 6 marks. Fourth highest of your
longest and strongest. Usually I am a fan of
such leads but leads from J-x-x-x are not
usually wonderful and dummy is expected
to have length in the minors. So in this case,

West

North

East

5®

6´

All Pass

HHHHH

Peter Allison
Chadderton, Lancs

Pick your lead out of: (a) a spade; (b) a
heart; (c) ®A/®K; (d) ®2.

(a) a spade: 2 marks. My least favourite lead
on this hand. The auction doesn’t sound like
the opponents are short of trumps! The best
that can be said for this is that it is passive, but
that is unlikely to be the right strategy here.
(b) a heart: 6 marks. This could be right if it
is necessary to set up heart tricks in partner’s
hand, but equally it could be carving up
partner’s holding and partner may have diamond values instead.
(c) ®A/®K: 8 marks. It is entirely possible
that there is a club to cash and it is best to cash
it now before the mice get at it or, even worse,
there is a singleton in both hands, declarer
strips your other suits and throws you in for a
ruff-and-discard. For me it is close between
this and . . .
(d) ®2: 10 marks. As Clint Eastwood said:
‘Do ya feel lucky?’. The easiest way to beat this
slam is to get partner in for a diamond ruff. If
partner has the ®9 (and remembers to put it

Sponsored by
34
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Open:

Ian Pagan
London

Hand 3
´ 10 9 7 3
™ 5
t K Q 10 7 3
® 10 7 3

South
1´

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master:

up!), he will be in no doubt as to what is going
on and you will get your ruff and be a hero. If
declarer has the ®9 and it scores a trick with
partner having a certain trick as well, you will
be a goat. Experts like being heroes and I am
sure this would be the ‘expert lead’ so I have
given it top marks.

West
Pass
Pass

North
1™
2®
3NT

East
Pass
Pass
Dble

South
1´
2NT
All Pass

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´10; (b) ™5;
(c) tK/tQ; (d) ®3.
This lead is entirely dependent on what you
think partner’s double shows.
(a) ´10: 2 marks. It is unclear to me why you
are leading a spade unless you think double
asked for a spade lead – a peculiar agreement.
(b) ™5: 10 marks. For most people double
would be a request (some would say a command) to lead a heart, dummy’s first-bid suit.
You needed to do it on this hand as partner
had ™K-Q-J-10-9 and ®A. Without the heart
lead declarer easily comes to nine tricks.
(c) tK/tQ: 5 marks. Without the double
we would all have led a diamond honour,
but the double changes all that as partner
has asked you to do something else. Most of
the time you will get away with leading from
this strong a holding but not this time –
declarer had tA-J-9-x and could grab the
diamond lead and knock out partner’s ®A.
(d) ®3: 5 marks. Some people do have the
agreement that double calls for dummy’s
second suit and so you get a reasonable mark
for this. However, you should be able to work
out from your hand that partner must want a
heart lead rather than a club. The opponents
have shown no interest in playing in hearts
r
and you have a singleton.

www.ebu.co.uk

SUMMER BRITISH
SIM PAIRS NATIONAL
HEAT WINNERS

New Prize Leads Quiz
THIS MONTH’S
QUIZ

OPENING leads are often subjective and
virtually any opening lead can be successful
some of the time. However, bridge is in
many ways a game of percentages and
therefore certain leads will gain more often
than others. In each issue you will be given
three hands and the bidding on each, and
you are asked to choose your opening leads
from those proposed by our Quizmaster.
Answers will be in the next issue. In each
problem you are on lead as West.

Hand 1
´ 5
™ K862
t K753
® 10 9 8 2

West
makers of playing cards since 1824

www.piatnik.co.uk
( 020 8661 8866

North

Pass
3´
Pass
5t2
All Pass
1 RKCB

East
Pass
Pass
2

FROM THE TOP: July 30: Steve Lock –
Prasannajit de Silva (Horley BC);
July 31: Tuula Lehtinen – Robert
Plumley (St. Martin’s BC); August 1:
Marion Hart – Bernard Pike (Acacia
BC); August 2: Hilda and Duncan
Cameron (Ness BC); August 3: Tony
Ratcliff – Mark Roderick (Penarth BC).

South
1´
4NT1
6´

1 or 4 key cards

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´5; (b) ™2;
(c) t 3; (d) ®10.
HHHHH

This elegant twin-pack of Piatnik playing
cards (‘Explorer’) is the prize on offer this
month.
For information on the new Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk
There are TWO categories in our
competition: up to and including Master,
and those with higher ranking. Please
indicate on the top left-hand corner of
the envelope, or in the e-mail subject
line, the category for which you are
entering. The first correct entry in each
category out of a hat will win the
prize. The Editor’s decision is final.

Hand 2
´ 74
™ 862
t Void
® A K Q J 10 6 3 2

West

North

East

5®

6´

Dble

Same hand and auction as in the August
issue, but this time partner has doubled
the final contract. Does that make a difference to your lead?
Pick your lead out of: (a) a spade; (b) a
heart; (c) ®A/®K; (d) ®2.
HHHHH
Hand 3
´ 532
™ K6
t J 10 9 6 3 2
® 74

Entries to the Editor,
23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR,
or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk

by 20th October 2012.
Please make sure you include your full
postal address AND rank
even if entering by e-mail and/or
you have entered before!
www.ebu.co.uk

South
1´
All Pass

West

North

Pass
2´
All Pass

East
3™

South
1´
4´

Pick your lead out of: (a) a spade; (b)
™K; (c) tJ; (d) ®7.
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Bidding Quiz

by David Bird

Beat Today’s Experts
Answers to Problems on Page 31
1. Game All. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

QJ
J86
A98763
10 3

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

West
Milner

6
AKQ
4
AKQ98765

East
Lall
2®
4NT
7®

2t
6t

WE START with a truly remarkable hand. East
is missing two aces and has eleven solid tricks

2. Game All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

A632
AJ2
A84
K 10 9

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

West
Nickell
1NT
2´
3NT

K
KQ64
K Q 10 3 2
Q83

East
Katz
2®
3t

We move now to the final of the 2012 USA
Open Trials. Nick Nickell opens a 15-17 point

3. Game All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

4
A 10 9 3 2
Q7
10 9 6 3 2
West
Rodwell
Pass
3t
3NT

36

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A K 10 3
KJ7
J6
AKJ5

East
Meckstroth
2NT
3™
4™
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outside. What could be simpler, you might
think, than asking for aces at some stage? You
find that partner has one ace and bid 6®. In
the USA Open Trials semi-finals, all four
East/West pairs missed the target!
Hemant Lall opened 2® and rebid 4NT,
presumably thinking that this would ask for
aces. No, it shows a balanced hand of 28-30
points. West suggested 6t as a contract and
Lall had to cut his losses by bidding 7®. South
cashed the ´A for one down.
Jeff Meckstroth and Eric Rodwell opened
with a strong club and . . . ended in 5®! So did
Fred Gitelman and Brad Moss. Howard
Weinstein and Steve Garner did even worse.
Their auction was 2® – 2™ – 3® – 3t – 4® –

4NT. This went three down when the defenders ran six spade tricks.
How should the hands be bid? There is an
excellent but rarely used convention: an opening 4NT asks partner to name any ace he holds.
Here East opens 4NT and West responds 5t,
showing the tA. East then bids 6®. If West had
no aces, he would bid 5®, which East could
pass. (With the ®A, the response is 6®; with
two aces, 5NT.)
This simple convention would have saved
four of the USA’s top pairs their embarrassment.
n Awards: 6® (10), 5® (4), 3NT (2),
4NT/grands (1).

1NT and Ralph Katz makes a Stayman
enquiry. Over the 2´ response he continues
with 3t. What does this mean?
Such a bid, a minor suit at the three-level, is
natural and game-forcing. What would you
say next on the West cards?
Nick Nickell signed off in 3NT and an excellent 6t contract was missed. Who is to blame,
do you think?
It is a sound principle of bidding that when
the partner of a 1NT opener shows a minor
suit in a game-forcing auction, he is prepared
for you to support him (to go past 3NT).
Suppose instead that East had held only 10
points and this shape. He would look for a
heart fit, yes, but he would then bid 3NT at his

second turn. By introducing diamonds, he told
his partner that he was strong enough to contemplate an eleven-trick contract at least.
On that basis, West should have raised the
diamonds at his third turn. Why not, indeed,
with three aces in his hand?
At the other table, after the same first four
bids, Eric Greco did support diamonds; 6t
was easily reached and just as easily made for a
12-IMP swing.
What if you are playing a weak 1NT? You
start 1´ – 2t – 2NT – 3™. Again it would be a
poor effort to sign off in 3NT now.

We will take one more deal from the USA
Open Trials final. It has a similar theme to the
last one.
Rodwell shows his hearts with a 3t transfer
response, his partner duly rebidding 3™. What
should West bid next?
With only 6 points in his hand, Rodwell was
too weak to expect 5® to be the best spot. He
therefore rebid 3NT instead of 4®. This asked
partner to choose between the two games:
3NT and 4™. Here Meckstroth held three-card
heart support and was happy to correct to 4™.

If he held only two hearts, he would doubtless
hold an extra diamond, allowing 3NT to play.
You can see that East has splendid support
for clubs. If the defenders cashed their diamond tricks, though, you would need some
luck in both hearts and clubs to make 5®.

n Awards: 6NT (10), 6t (9), games (5),
grands (1).

n Awards: 4™ (10), 5™/5® (5), 3NT (3), slams
(1).

www.ebu.co.uk

4. E/W Game. Dealer South.
´
™
t
®

J 10 3
2
J87642
A74

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

West
Versace

North
Gromov

East
Lauria

Pass
Pass
4t
Pass
5®
Pass

1™
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble

Pass
2NT
4™
Rdble
6t

2
A73
AK953
QJ65
South
Dubinin
Pass
2™
Pass
Dble
Pass
Pass

5. N/S Game. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

10
AK764
K J 10 8 3 2
8

West
Helgemo
1™
3t
4®
5™
Pass

N
W

E
S

North
Mihov
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

´
™
t
®

Q5
Q 10 9 5 2
AQ
AKJ9

East
Helness
2NT
3NT
4NT
6™
6NT

South
Karakolev
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble

6. E/W Game. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

KQ832
Void
AQ
K Q J 10 6 5

West
Bompis
2®
2´
3´
5™
6®

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A7
K Q J 10 3
K5
9874

East
Quantin
1™
2™
3®
4®
5NT

We move now to the European Championships in Dublin, with Italy facing Russia.
Lorenzo Lauria does not like to overcall 2t on
a five-card suit and passes at his first turn.
When South’s 2™ runs back to him it is time
to protect. He cannot double with only one
spade in his hand, so his choice is an Unusual
2NT.
Alfredo Versace has only 6 points but with a
wonderful fit for diamonds, the ace of partner’s other suit and a singleton heart, a game
may still be possible. He responds 4t instead
of 3t.
East cue-bids 4™ and South (who held
´ 987654 ™ KQ8 t Q ® 1092) doubles for
the lead. After two passes, Lauria redoubles to

say that his heart control is first-round rather
than second-round. West cue-bids the ®A and
East then feels he should bid a slam, holding a
spade control when partner’s 5® had denied
any control in spades. Impressive as it was to
reach a slam after protecting at the two-level,
they were too high. Whose fault was it?
West should have borne in mind that East
could not bid over 1™. If East held the ®K
instead of the ®J, he surely would have done.

We remain in Dublin with the multi-national
Monaco team facing Bulgaria. Tor Helness
uses the Jacoby 2NT to show a game-forcing
hand with four-card heart support.
Geir Helgemo’s 3t is natural and shows a
non-minimum hand. East cannot cue-bid in
spades, so he bids a slam-encouraging 3NT.
West’s club cue-bid shows controls both in
clubs and spades. East then wields RKCB to
carry the (formerly Norwegian) pair to 6™,
the best contract.
The auction is not yet over! South, who
holds ´KJ7642 ™J3 tVoid ®Q10643, makes
a Lightner Double asking for a diamond ruff.

This would give Bulgaria +300 after a high diamond lead to request a spade return, followed
by a second diamond ruff.
Helness reconsiders and ‘corrects’ to 6NT.
South could have led a spade to collect +250,
almost as much as the spoils against 6™ doubled. No, he chose a safe (ahem) ™3 and 6NT
was made with an overtrick.
Note that 6t would have been successful but
there is initially more chance of an adverse ruff
there than in 6™.

Bompis responds in his longest suit (clubs)
and then rebids spades, to show 5-6 shape.
When Quantin agrees clubs, Bompis leaps to
5™. What does that mean? It is Exclusion
Blackwood, asking partner to say how many
key-cards he holds outside hearts. East’s twostep response shows one such key-card and
the best contract is reached.
Can you believe that the world’s top-ranked
pair, Fulvio Fantoni and Claudio Nunes, now
of Monaco, ended in 7® doubled?
n Awards: 6® (10), 6´/games (5), 7®/6NT
(1).

´ ™t®

In our last deal from Dublin, France face
Germany. Two aces are missing but a void opposite East’s aceless hearts means that 6® can be
made. Let’s see how Jean-Christophe Quantin
and Marc Bompis manage this situation.

Well, I don’t have to apologise for giving you
an impossible target this time. Instead I must
express contrition for the moderate efforts of
our experts, who manage only 37/60. Ah well,
let’s see if we can pick up some useful bidding
tips.

n Awards: 5t (10), part-scores (5), 3NT (4),
2™ by North (2), 6t (1).

n Awards: 6™ (10), 6t (8), games (5).

Tips to remember

•
•

•
•

An opening bid of 4NT asks partner to identify any ace that he
holds (5® shows no ace, 5NT two
aces and 6® the ®A.)
When partner opens 1NT and
you introduce a minor suit in a
game-forcing auction, you show
the playing strength to consider
an eleven-trick game. The opener
should not be afraid of raising the
minor, even though it will carry
you beyond 3NT.
Do not cue-bid controls, suggesting a slam, when partner’s early
bidding was limited and a slam is
unlikely.
When instead partner is unlimited, you should always cue-bid an
ace when this will not raise the
level of the contract.
r

2011-2012 GERARD FAULKNER SALVER
Congratulations to Jeremy Baker, John Dakin, Dave Huggett, John Moore and Steve Preston, who have won the 2012
Seniors Knockout. In the final, they beat Roger Amey, David Dickson, David Newstead, David Ould and David Walker.

www.ebu.co.uk
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The Debate

Neil Rosen

Jacoby 2NT is Better than the Baron 2NT
Two top players debate a hot bridge topic. Tell us whose argument has won you over by emailing elena@ebu.co.uk

INEVITABLY AS times move on, things
improve. Bidding systems follow this
trend as much as technology, science etc.
The 2NT response used to be played
only as a natural bid. Fine for when you
want to bid it, but in practice (particularly
after partner has opened one of a major)
quite ineffective as there is always an
alternative bid available.
The Baron 2NT bid came in during the
1940s, promoted as part of the Baron
system of bidding, by Leo Baron. It was
primarily to enable strong balanced hands
to be bid more effectively, a hand-type
which needed much help to be bid at the
time as Fourth Suit Forcing had not been
developed sufficiently to enable these
hands to be bid accurately. However, times
have moved on . . .
The Jacoby 2NT response to 1™/1´ is an
absolutely terrific convention, now being
played globally, where essentially the bid
announces:
a) Game going values; 13+ HCP is
normal;
b) At least four-card support for
partner’s major.
The advantages of playing this system are
numerous. Let’s consider just a few:
1. The system is very simple to play. My
only observation is to remind you
that it does not apply after passing
initially or after intervention.
2. It takes enormous pressure off other
sequences, such as the dreaded
‘Delayed Game Raise’ sequences so
common in poorly played Acol, e.g.
holding the hand below:
´
™
t
®

AQ72
54
KJ7
K872

You can now respond 2NT to 1´,
38
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creating a simple statement immediately that the hand has 13+ High
Card Points and a spade fit. The
alternative is to bid 2®, then 4´
which is fatally flawed on two counts:
a) A classic Direct Game Raise
should have a good suit so that
partner can judge slam prospects
over the jump to game.
b) There is ambiguity over the
number of trumps held: does it
show four or only three? Some
argue that with only three you bid
Fourth Suit Forcing first, others
disagree.
3. It now allows Splinter responses to be
made on nice hands with support but
fewer than 13 HCP, i.e. 10-12
approximately. This gives a huge edge
in slam bidding for major-suit
contracts – something the Baron
2NT players simply do not have!
4. Those who play the Baron 2NT
system often choose to use a 3NT
response to 1™/1´ as a ‘Pudding
Raise’. This shows four-card support,
no shortage and about 12-15 HCP.
When you stop to think about the
merits (?!) of this system, it should not
take long to realise that it is clearly
awful to have to start your slam
investigations at such an unnecessarily high level – much better to
simply start with 2NT and await
developments a whole level lower!
5. An optional extra for those using
Jacoby is to introduce greater precision into direct Splinter raises, since
the 3NT bid is otherwise redundant.
With work you can show either voids

or singletons separately – a
marvellous way to aid slam
judgment (but this is an article for
another day!).
6. One further advantage of having
Jacoby available is that if partner opens
1™/1´ you can use either Ordinary or
Roman Key-Card Blackwood:
a) To use Ordinary Blackwood just
respond 4NT directly;
b) To use RKCB simply bid 2NT
(Jacoby) then 4NT on your next
turn.
I am not going to fall into the trap often
found in this Debate feature of cherrypicking some hands to promote my case.
What I am doing is simply to suggest that
Jacoby 2NT is a key aspect of modern
bidding enabling slam explo ration to
occur much more easily than without it.
Much work can be done by partnerships
to develop bidding when using Jacoby.
Below is a very brief outline of a possible
scheme of responses:
After 1™/1´ – 2NT:
New suit at 3 level = natural side suit,
at least 5-4.
3™/3´
= extra values,
usually six trumps.
3NT
= 15+ balanced,
forcing.
New suit at 4 level = Splinter.
4™/4´
= Weakest bid
available (shows a
poorish minimum
without good
controls).
I urge you to ditch archaic methods such
as the Baron 2NT and introduce Jacoby to
your armoury!
r

A new document concerning the forthcoming Blue Point scheme is available for
interested club and county event organisers to view at www.ebu.co.uk/
publications/Official_Documents/Revised%20Blue%20Point%20Scheme.pdf

www.ebu.co.uk

The Debate

Chris Jagger

Baron 2NT is Better than the Jacoby 2NT
Or write to the Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR. Short comments for publication are welcome.

ONE OF the joys of bridge is that people
love to play ‘the best’ method – by which
they seem to mean the system that if they
have perfect judgment, if they never get
tired and if opponents keep quiet (and
throw in a few more ifs), is the best
method. Whether it gets them better
results or not is beside the point: at least it
is ‘theoretically’ better.
When I arrived at university I knew
nothing about bidding, but I played the
Baron 2NT, a response to one of a suit
opening showing 16 or more points and a
balanced hand.
Over this we did not play complicated
methods: we bid naturally. We did not
spend hours discussing the continuations:
what does it mean if I open 1t, you
respond 2NT and I rebid 3t? Well . . . it
shows five diamonds. And if responder bids
3™ over this, is that showing four hearts?
Err . . . yes. You’ve got it: we didn’t need any
time to discuss the conti n uations and
neither would you.
Similarly, 1® – 2NT – 3™? Well, you
haven’t got five clubs as you would bid 3®,
so you must be 4-4, either a strong notrump (playing weak no-trump), or it
could be a 4-4-1-4 distribution. 1® –
2NT – 3NT? You don’t have five clubs, you
don’t have another suit, so I make that
a 3-3-3-4 shape, stronger than a weak notrump (else you would have opened 1NT,
not 1®), perhaps 15-16 points, since you
are happy to play in 3NT. How accurate is
that?! It is all easy to work out.
However, at university I learnt how to
bid ‘properly’ and we abandoned Baron:
´
™
t
®

6
A52
AQ76532
84

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A752
KJ6
K9
AQ76

We bid uncontested 1t – 1´ – 2t – 3NT.
Opponents were know-nothings from the
sticks; worse than that: they played a
Baron 2NT. They started: 1t – 2NT – 4t
www.ebu.co.uk

and soon reached the good slam. Knowing
that partner had a strong balanced hand,
the opening hand was worth a lot, and it
would be hard to fault the auction. Except
for one thing: they only bid it because they
were playing the Baron 2NT, and we all
know that Baron is not how you bid
‘properly’.
There are plenty of other hands that are
difficult too; try:
´
™
t
®

6
AK754
A Q 10 6 3
Q9

N
E

W
S

´
™
t
®

K754
Q2
KJ8
AK76

I saw this bid: 1™ – 1´ – 2t – 3® –
3t –3NT. This is not even a hand that is
fitting terribly well, with wasted cards in
both black suits, yet a Baron auction
usually ends in slam, whereas starting with
a 1´ response probably does not. After this
deal, I heard a long debate about whether
bidding the fourth suit followed by 3NT
was showing extra values, doubt about the
club stop, looking for three-card spade
support, or something else.
The basic reason why Baron is so useful
is that strong balanced hands are hard to
bid; if anyone tells you otherwise, view
them with grave suspicion!
Some top players partly get round the
problem by playing some 4NT bids as
natural and invitational. For example 1™ –
2® – 2™ – 4NT. Do you really want this
sort of confusion over Blackwood in your
methods? And even if you do, it doesn’t
get round all the problems. Others start
inventing suits, and generally faffing
around and hoping that somehow partner
is going to guess what they have.
Playing a Baron 2NT allows you to show
your points, and this makes the whole thing
a lot easier.
OK, so what’s the catch? What do you
lose?
You lose the Jacoby 2NT, showing a
game-forcing hand with four-card support

for partner. This still doesn’t prevent you
from using 3NT to show a balanced raise,
using a splinter bid, perhaps trading in a
strong jump shift for a raise in partner’s
suit, or simply bidding a suit at a low level,
and supporting partner later – when you
have actually found out a bit more about
what partner has.
Neil might point out that nobody in the
Premier League was playing a Baron 2NT,
and he may be right, but then not everyone
was playing Jacoby. And let me tell you
about two key boards from the match
between the first- and second-placed teams.
First, we gained a game swing where a trivial
grand slam was missed using Jacoby that
would have been easy playing Baron and
Splinters. Space permitting I would give you
the hand and you would say ‘but it
shouldn’t have been missed using Jacoby’,
which would be true – but the point was, it
was missed. Bridge is about keeping things
simple enough so that they work at the
table, not about the theoretical merits of a
system where everyone has perfect judgment and full recall of the system!
Second, we lost a game swing when we
used Jacoby and described our hand too
well, so opponents found the defence to
beat the contract. Playing Baron we would
more quickly have found our strength,
and not needed to describe the hands so
fully. It made me feel like Skid Simon’s
‘unlucky expert’, who is always playing
best, but always loses!
Jacoby has several flaws: it needs a lot of
discussion to make it effective (and few
who play it make it work for them), and
gives away too much of declarer’s hand,
particularly where you are only going to
play in game anyway.
Meanwhile, Baron has its flaws: ‘good’
players will sneer at you as you beat them,
you will lose that delightful feeling of being
able to blame partner for not realising you
had a strong balanced hand, and auctions
will become short and snappy. Do you think
you can live with these weaknesses?
r
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Bidding Judgment

by Andrew Kambites

Getting Involved
ACOL IS a freewheeling bidding system,
notable for light opening bids. However,
light opening bids (or overcalls) must
have a purpose.

Opening and Overcalling Light
Firstly, if you are considering any offcentre opening (including pre-empts) you
are introducing a randomising effect. If
you slightly mislead partner the real cost is
if partner is very strong. You don’t want to
lose your game bonus by encouraging him
to bid a poor slam. The worst time to
randomise is second in hand. Partner is
unlimited, and the fact that one opponent
has passed increases the possibility of
partner being very strong.
The best time to indulge yourself is
third in hand. Since partner has already
passed he is unlikely to push you
skywards, and there is an increased chance
that the fourth hand, who is the only
player at the table who hasn’t passed, is
strong.
So let us look at potential light opening
bids third in hand.
How would you feel about opening the
bidding at Love All with Hand A or Hand
B?

Hand A
´ AKJ65
™ J 10 9 8 2
t 87
® 3

Hand B
´ 97654
™ J 10 9 8 2
t AK
® J

Opening 1´ is obvious with Hand A.
Players quite rightly point out that you
want a spade lead if you lose the auction;
however, with the high cards concentrated
in the long suits, Hand A has more playing
strength than Hand B. Opening 1´ with
Hand B is not really sensible.
So, is A a better hand than B? Certainly
it has more playing strength if partner has
a fit in a major suit but now look at it in a
40
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different context. Suppose you are South
after this auction.
West
1®
5®

North
1´
Pass

East
3®
Pass

South
4´
?

Take note that partner hasn’t doubled 5®.
Can you make a sensible contribution
towards beating 5®?
Holding Hand A, you actually have
negative defensive values! Your only
assets are the ´A-K and because you
have so many spades there is a high
probability that partner’s spade lead will
get ruffed at trick one. Bidding 5´ seems
obvious; the only risk might be that you
push them into a making slam. Still,
partner must have something outside
spades for his overcall, so I would bid 5´
and take the risk.
Holding Hand B, I have two obvious
defensive tricks: the tA-K. I would
happily double 5®.

Principle: If the auction becomes
competitive, high cards in your
long suits suggest bidding on,
whereas high cards in your short
suits suggest defending.

Hand C
´ 8
™ 76
t Q J 10 6 5
® A J 10 4 2

Hand D
´ A
™ Q6
t J 10 7 6 5
® J 10 4 3 2

Before answering that, try to estimate how
you would feel if you bid 2NT and the
bidding continues:
West
Pass
5®

North
1´
Dble.

East
2NT

South
4´

I would feel intensely relaxed if I held Hand
C. Presumably partner thinks 5® doubled
will be cheap in comparison to 4´ making.
I have quite good offence in the minors and
no defence to a major contract.
I would be feeling extremely apprehensive with Hand D. My playing strength
is weaker than partner expects, leading to a
substantial penalty. Worse still, in the ´A
and ™Q I have unexpectedly good defence
to 4´. Certainly the balance between my
trick-taking potential in 5® and my
defence against 4´ is very different. Note
that the queen of hearts may be a defensive
value; for example, the heart layout may be:
™ K 10 7 4

The point of this is that it can be slightly
misleading to talk about how ‘good’ a
hand is. You need a context: are you
talking about playing in your agreed suit
or defending an opponents’ contract?
Failure to understand the difference
between offensive and defensive values is
the cause of many wrong decisions in
competitive auctions. With only NorthSouth vulnerable the auction starts as
shown below. Should East use his beloved
unusual 2NT to show 5-5 in the minors
with Hands C and D?
West
Pass

North
1´

East
?

South

™J32

N
W

™Q6

E
S

™A985

West cannot be confident that ™J-3-2 is a
useful defensive value. Equally, East cannot see exactly how ™Q-6 will be vital
against 4´. However, the two of them
combine perfectly to give a guaranteed
defensive trick, whereas this combination
will be of no use to you in a club contract.
The point is that you have no way of
finding out the heart layout. It is pointless
torturing yourself by mentally constructing
possible layouts. Best to just regard the
heart queen as a general defensive value. I
www.ebu.co.uk

always think competitive bidding has much
in common with break-building in
snooker. The best players manoeuvre the
cue ball to make the next ball pottable, but
they don’t have totally unreasonable expectations. Rather than try to place the ball
on a sixpence, they aim for a general area
which gives some margin for error. In
competitive bidding nobody gets a
successful outcome every time, but the top
bidders work on general principles that are
right more often than not.
An unusual 2NT is fine with Hand C
but poorly judged with Hand D.

Opening Third in Hand
There are other factors which should help
you decide whether or not to make a light
opening bid, for example how well
prepared you are for the next round of
bidding.

Hand E
´ 754
™ Q 10 6
t 643
® AKJ7

With Hand E at Love All, by all means
open 1® third in hand. You want a club
lead and partner has already passed, so
you can pass his response.

Hand F
´ AJ63
™ 64
t 52
® AJ765

With Hand F, at Love All it is safe enough
to open 1® third in hand and rebid 1´
over a red-suit response. Your super-light
opening bid has enabled you to get across
both features of your hand.

Hand G
´ 52
™ 64
t AJ63
® AJ765

However, you should pass if you hold Hand
G, because if you open 1® you are not
prepared for a major-suit response. You
cannot pass with just a doubleton in
www.ebu.co.uk

partner’s suit which leaves only an ugly 2®
response, concealing your diamond suit.

CAPTION
COMPETITION

Principle: If you open light third in
hand you should feel that by the
time you have made your second
call (a rebid or perhaps a pass) you
have described the main features of
your hand.

Opening Fourth in hand
If you open light third in hand, success is
often measured by getting a smaller minus
than might have been. You might hassle
opponents into the wrong contract, or buy
the hand in a cheap sacrifice. Fourth in
hand your criteria are very clearcut: if you
decide to open with a marginal hand, a
plus score is satisfactory, any subsequent
minus score is unsatisfactory. Opening 1t
third in hand with Hand H is obvious, but
what do you think will happen if you open
Hand H with 1t fourth in hand?

Hand H
´ 75
™ AQ6
t K Q 10 6 5 4
® 96

It looks as though each side has roughly
half the points. You can be confident that
a competitive auction will develop, and
low-level competitive auctions are usually
won by the side with the higher ranking
suit: spades. Most of the time that will be
your opponents and it is more likely than
not that you will end up minus – hence
opening 1t is not wise. If you want to
gamble with a 3t opener, feel free to do
so. At least it will probably silence
everybody at the table.

He was stitched up good and proper
on the previous table!
THE winner of our August competition,
with the caption above, is Roy
Westwater of London, who will receive
an elegant bridge mug from our
sponsors, Bridge and Golf Gifts Direct
(see page 21). Other excellent captions
were: His wife opened 2®: he passed!
(John Drummond, London); The tattoo
on his chest shows he played RKCB (Diana
Beamish, Kent); Someone had opened one
heart before him (Peter Hawkes, Oxon);
Gosh! Is that what a splinter can do?!
(Peggy Griffin, Surrey); Just One Heart but it failed (Peter Allison, Lancs); Looks
like a classic one heart opener (Jim
Andrews, Ealing); My Goodness, a heart
void! (Nick Forward, Worcs); Oh dear, this
one's passed out! (Marion Keeler, Lancs);
A weak heart often makes you the dummy
(Gloria Ireland, Glos); Why is it always the
hearts that get blocked? (Dave Bryan,
Chester); and Diagnosis? Extended Hesitation! (W.E. Tipper, West Sussex).
The cartoon for our new competition
is below. Please send your bridgy
captions (multiple entries accepted) to
the Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh
Road, Reading RG1 5LR or by e-mail to
elena@ebu.co.uk not later than 20th
October 2012. Don’t forget to include

your full postal address!

Principle: To decide whether to
open with a one-level suit-bid
fourth in hand, add the number of
your high-card points to the
number of spades in your hand.
Open only if that totals 15 or more.

The point is that if you cannot outmuscle
opponents with spades, you need extra
high-card points to either defeat their
contract or to outmuscle them through
brute force.
r

Sponsored by Bridge
& Golf Gifts Direct
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Around & About
50TH ANNIVERSARY

YORK BRIDGE CLUB
BECOMES A CHARITY
YORK BRIDGE Club is one of the largest bridge clubs in North Yorkshire with over two hundred members playing seven separate sessions
each week at its own premises. The club was formed in 1945.
On 16 May 2012 York Bridge Club became active as a Registered
Charity having previously been an unincorporated members’ association. ‘Unincorporated’ is a legal term to describe an organisation
which has no legal identity of its own and therefore cannot hold assets
or property or enter into contracts with third parties in its own name
and can only do so via trustees acting on the club’s behalf. This exposes
its trustees and members to personal liability.
The motivation to register as a charity was a desire to ensure that the
assets and property of York Bridge Club are used in perpetuity for the
benefit of the local community to provide facilities for the learning,
teaching and playing of bridge.

GABLES BRIDGE Club, Southport, celebrated its 50th anniversary
with a celebratory lunch. The club has about one hundred members,
including an active rubber bridge group which plays twice a week.
The duplicate bridge section plays three times a week. Except for one
duplicate session all bridge activities take place during the afternoon,
which our members prefer.
As we felt that many people were at a loose end on Sundays, we
introduced a social afternoon over a year ago that has been well received. Although some people play other card games, there is an enthusiastic group who are learning, or brushing up on, the game of bridge.
As they progress, we introduce them to our regular bridge sessions.
We occupy an old building needing regular updating and
maintenance, and have concentrated for the last couple of years on
refurbishing the premises. We feel that we have now created a much
more friendly and inviting atmosphere for players. Peggy Bolton (in
the picture, with Club Chairman David Cowan) is our longest serving
member still playing bridge on a regular basis, having been with us
since the club’s incorporation in 1962. You can learn more about the
(John Harris)
club at www.bridgewebs.com/gables/

MICHELLE BRUNNER
MEMORIAL TEAMS
TWENTY-THREE teams took part in a charity mixed pivot Swiss
Teams in memory of Michelle Brunner, who died just over a year ago
at the tragically young age of 57. Michelle was one of the great women
bridge players of all time. A former World and European Champion,
she was twice the recipient of awards from the International Bridge
Press Association recognising her skill at the table.
The event took place at Manchester Bridge Club and attracted many
distinguished competitors, as well as players who had learnt their
bridge with Michelle and wanted to pay tribute to her memory. Winners
of the beautiful trophy, donated by John Holland, were David Debbage,
John Hassett, Ollie Burgess, Andrew Woodcock and Catherine Draper.
Over £1700 was raised for Christie Hospital and St Anne’s Hospice.
An event in memory of Michelle in a similar format will become an
annual event in the Manchester Bridge Club calendar. (Jeff Morris)
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The concept of registering the club as a charity was first put to the
membership in December 2011. There were no objections to the idea,
so legal advice was sought from solicitors and accountants, and The
York Bridge Club was set up as a company limited by guarantee in
January 2012. This limits the personal liability of the Company
members to just £1. Following this, the submission to the Charity
Commission was completed in just six weeks and in March a Special
General Meeting was held to allow the winding up of the ‘old’ club and
the transfer of its assets to the new Company. There was then a twomonth period while the club premises were transferred into the new
Company. The new club became active as a fully-fledged charity on 16
May. As an ‘Incorporated’ Charity, York BC is regulated by the Charity
Commission and required to lodge annual returns and accounts with it.
In so doing, its activities will be transparent to all and be part of a formal
framework which is tried and trusted. As a limited company, the club
will also have to provide a set of accounts to Companies House.
Aside from assuring the survival of the club, there are financial
benefits for York BC as a registered charity. The club owns its premises
and had previously to pay £9000 p.a. business rates. This has now been
reduced by 80% (some local authorities will waive the entire amount).
Club subscriptions, and any donations, can be gift-aided, thus increasing their value to the club. Charitable status can also open access
to grant making bodies or providers of funding to charitable organisations and the club can more readily raise funds from the public.
York Bridge Club wishes to express its thanks to Hitchin Bridge Club,
and Margaret Eddleston in particular, for the help and support that
they provided as the ‘trailblazers’ in the process of applying for
charitable status. They are also happy to assist other clubs in the
(Andrew Urbanski)
process.

www.ebu.co.uk

Around & About
HOUSE OF LORDS VISIT

TWENTY PUPILS from five schools across Berkshire and Oxfordshire
visited the House of Lords in July to play a game of Minibridge with
peers from the All Party Parliamentary Group. The children were welcomed by the Lord Speaker of the House of Lords, Baroness D’Souza;
this was followed by a tour, and then a Minibridge match in the River
Room. The EBU extend their thanks to Baroness Henig, Chairman of
the All Party Parliamentary Group for organising this event, and to Joan
(Matt Betts)
Bennett for bringing the various schools and children.

BUSY TIMES
THE LAST three months have been hectic for the new Committee at
Cheltenham Bridge Club.
Besides managing the completion of a £150,000 refurbishment
programme (thanks to loans from members) of their spacious
Georgian premises, the club has been very active in enhancing the
enjoyment and playing experience of the game across its entire
membership base of around 540 players. Bridgemates have been
brought in with large viewing screens on the walls of four playing
rooms to show bridge results and the displays are also used to
advertise future bridge events. The refurbishment was completed just
in time for a highly successful Town Twinning event with European
bridge clubs from Annecy and Göttingen over the Diamond Jubilee
period and the photo below shows many of the participants at a
reception with the Mayor of Cheltenham. The event was even
covered by BBC Radio Gloucestershire!

SHAKESPEARE SWISS TEAMS

THE 2012 Shakespeare Swiss Teams friendly tournament was held at
Stratford-upon-Avon Bridge Club in July, and congratulations go to
Andrew Clifford, Mike Thorley, John Illingworth and Terry Jones (in the
picture, with Darren Evetts and Gordon Fox), from the Arden Bridge
Club, Solihull, on winning the trophy for a third time.
The Avon Trophy is synonymous with screen actor Omar Sharif, who
won it in 1978 when the tournament was known as the Stratford Bridge
Congress. Such was the prominence of the event at the time that its
proceeds eventually enabled Stratford Bridge Club to fund the building
of its own dedicated premises in Holtom Street.
The Shakespeare Swiss Teams event succeeded the Stratford Bridge
Congress seven years ago, and is fast becoming popular. This year
nineteen teams from thirteen bridge clubs participated.
Darren Evetts, Warwickshire CBA Chairman, was the tournament
director, and ensured that the competition ran smoothly and in a
friendly manner. During the prize-giving, Club Secretary Gordon Fox
expressed his appreciation for all who attended and thanked local firm,
Retirement Security, for sponsoring the excellent lunch. (John Peace)

www.ebu.co.uk

The club has also introduced a staged program of tuition and
supervised play for beginners and improvers, which is subsidised by
the club. Key to the success of the programme is seen as being able to
offer these newcomers a way to develop their skills before entering
into the club’s normal duplicate sessions, and Gentle Bridge and
Hosted Bridge sessions are available for this purpose. Stand-by players
are available at most sessions for those players without regular
partners or those who just like an occasional game. The success of
this approach is evidenced by a record thirty-seven new membership
applications in July.
Good communications with existing and prospective members is
seen as another key to success for a club of this size and, with this in
mind, the website (www.bridgewebs.com/cheltenham/) has been overhauled to make it more user-friendly and people-focused, a database
of member email addresses has been compiled, and a trial is about to
start of the Pianola software in order to further improve the level of
information and communication provided to members.
Roger Schofield, the Chairman of the CBC, said: ‘We are lucky to
have such superb facilities at the club and the ongoing task of the
Committee is to ensure that they are well maintained and fully
(John Polhill)
enjoyed by all of our membership.’
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Review

by June Booty

‘Better Bridge with Bernard’ DVDs
published by Mr Bridge, www.mrbridge.co.uk
THIS IS a collection of six DVDs, each
one of a series of lectures which were
given by Bernard Magee as part of the
2011 Haslemere Festival, totalling eight
and a half hours in all. There are three
playing topics: Ruffing for Extra Tricks,
Making the Most of High Cards, and Play
and Defence of 1NT Contracts; and three
mainly bidding topics: Competitive Auctions, Finding and Bidding Slams, and
Doubling and Defence against Doubled
Contracts. Because the lectures were
filmed live there is audience participation. Often Magee asks the audience
what they think something means and it
is difficult to hear what they are saying,
but he summarises their answers so it is
easy to follow. Often a member of the
audience will ask a question and the
camera zooms in on them. This
interaction adds to the interest of the
DVDs. Magee treats all of the audience
comments with respect, even when he
doesn’t agree with them, and gives
comprehensive answers.
Throughout all of the lectures Bernard
Magee is very knowledgeable and enthusiastic about his subject. His points are
made in a clear and structured way with
plenty of examples to illustrate his argument. Initially his arm movements are a
little distracting, as well as his repeated
question to his audience: ‘Can you see
what I mean?’, but the listener soon learns
to ignore these, and the animated
enthusiasm of body and voice helps to
enhance the enjoyment. Magee stands to
one side of a large projection screen upon
which he shows slides to illustrate his
points. These are very clear and help the
viewer to follow the points in the lecture.
It is very easy to follow a deal that is being
played in this way.
The Competitive Auctions DVD deals
with many aspects of competitive auctions
such as Unassuming Cue-bids, Negative
Doubles, and when to compete and when
to double.
One example deal used is:
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´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer West.
´ J9532
™ 742
t AK
® KQ4
A6
´ K84
N
AKQ9
™ J 10 8 5
W
E
J94
t Q 10 5 3
S
J953
® 72
´ Q 10 7
™ 63
t 8762
® A 10 8 6

West
1™
Pass2

North
1´
Pass

East
2™
3™3

South
2´1
All Pass

1 This is an example of raising to the level of
the fit, i.e. North has five or more spades
for his overcall and South has three
spades. This makes a total of eight spades
so South bids to make eight tricks.
2 West cannot guarantee that East has four
hearts as partner will often raise with
three-card support in these situations, and
the partnership cannot have enough
points for game, so he will pass and leave
the decision to partner.
3 East knows his side has at least eight
hearts, and that the opposition have at
least eight spades, so is not prepared to
let the opponents play at the two level.

2™ will make +110 for East-West, which is
the best positive score they can make, but
if North-South bid 2´ it will make for
minus 110 for East-West. Once NorthSouth have found this good score, EastWest can sacrifice in 3™ which is then only
minus 50 for them (minus 100 if the
opponents double); this is a better result
for East-West, especially at pairs.
This rather difficult topic is explained
very clearly step-by-step.
Finding and Bidding Slams covers many
useful conventions. It starts by explaining

when to look for a slam and then explains
Quantitative Bidding, Key-card Blackwood,
Cue-bidding and Splinter Bids.
Doubling and Defence Against Doubled
Contracts starts by explaining what a
penalty double means and when a double
is penalty and when it is for take-out. It
goes on to explain when not to double.
Again, plenty of examples are used.
The subjects covered are suitable for all
standards of players with at least six
months of playing experience, although
the Ruffing for Extra Tricks DVD starts
very simply and addresses popular basic
playing errors. It addresses concepts such
as ruffing in the short hand rather than
the long hand and setting up a long suit,
and goes on to demonstrate strategies that
defenders can employ to stop this. Most of
the other DVDs would require a little
more experience to get the most out of
them and would be suitable for players of
all levels up to average club standard.
Each DVD is in two parts and at the
beginning of each one Magee describes
what is going to be discussed. He goes on
to talk about these topics and also about
related subjects that fit in with those being
covered. It is not obvious in which order
they should be viewed as on the back of
each individual DVD they are listed in one
order while on the back of the pack of six
they are listed in a different order. In the
Doubling and Defence of 1NT Contracts
Magee says: ‘We did cover this in Competitive Bidding,’ so this would suggest the
order on the back of the DVDs is correct,
rather than on the box.
Bernard Magee’s bidding system and
concepts are extremely good, and while I
did not agree with absolutely every point
he made, everything he says has merit and
builds up to an excellent thinking strategy.
The DVDs cost £25 each or a boxed set
of all six for £100, post free. Each DVD
lasts just over an hour (the first few minutes
of which have a preamble showing where
the lectures took place), and is a highr
quality and well presented product.
www.ebu.co.uk

Report

YEAR END
CONGRESSES 2012

HUBERT PHILLIPS FINAL
by Bill Townsend
AFTER SIX rounds of knock-out and a
year on from the start of the competition,
the final of the 2011-2012 English Pivot
Mixed Teams, one of our premier events,
had eventually arrived.
Anne Rosen’s team, the holders (Neil
Rosen, Gerald Tredinnick, Ian Draper,
Simon Cope, Richard Bowdery) were to
meet Sarah Teshome’s Yorkshire outfit
(Richard Winter, Tony McNiff, Nick
Woolven). Sixty boards, to be played at the
West Midlands BC, would decide whether
the trophy would go north or stay south.
Teshome got off to a fine start, and at
the half-way stage were almost 2000
aggregate points to the good. The meal
break saw them in upbeat mood, but
things changed in the fourth set, as Rosen
halved the deficit.
Board 46 of the fifth set, although
apparently unremarkable, saw the holders
take the lead for the first time.
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In one room Teshome bid the NorthSouth hands in simple fashion. South
opened a weak 1NT and North bid 3™
(transfer to spades), the partnership
settling in 3NT. West made the obvious
club lead and declarer went two down
after misguessing spades.
The Rosen North-South were playing a
strong 1NT so South opened 1t. This
would surely have led to 3NT by South except that West, Richard Winter, volunteered
a 1´ overcall! Not an obvious choice, unless
one has a club mixed in with the spades . . .
Gerald Tredinnick doubled, showing four
hearts and Tony McNiff, East, redoubled,
showing a top honour and an inability to
support spades. When West did not remove
to 2® (yes, surely he had a club in with his
spades!), North-South had 1000 points
available from three down on best defence.
However, Tredinnick decided to go on to
the no-trump game and so arrived at the
same contract as in the other room, but by
a much different route. The key difference
was that North, not South, had become the
declarer. East had no reason to look further
than the spade ace for his opening lead,
followed by another spade, after which
declarer had an easy route to an overtrick.
The final set saw Rosen pulling further
ahead, helped by a great slam which was not
bid by the Yorkshire team, and they ran out
winners by 1380 points. So, congratulations
to the Rosen team, who have now won the
event three times in the last four years. I’ll
wager that they will win it at least seven
times, emulating Roger Federer, and leave
my betting slip to Oxfam.
r

Greenpointed

YEAR END LONDON
(27 – 30 December 2012)

YEAR END
BLACKPOOL
(28 – 30 December 2012)

Entries / enquiries
EBU Competitions Department

( 01296 317203
or 01296 317219

www.ebu.co.uk
Online booking advisable

ERRATUM
WE REGRET that an error crept into
our last (August) issue, as pointed
out first by Jerry Emery, Steyning,
West Sussex.
In Paul Bowyer’s article, the diagram for Hand 3 should have been
as below.
Hand 3
South plays in 4´.
West leads the ™K.
´ 762
™ 753
t KQ8
® AK32
N
W

E

Photo: Tony McNiff

S

Hubert Phillips winners: (from the left) Gerald Tredinnick,
Richard Bowdery, Ian Draper, Anne and Neil Rosen, and Simon Cope.
www.ebu.co.uk
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19 – 21 October 2012

AUTUMN
CONGRESS

2 – 4 November 2012
Greenpointed

SENIORS CONGRESS

Holiday Inn
Bridgefoot, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6YR
( 0871 942 9270
Friday

Saturday
Sunday

2.00pm – 5.30pm

Two Stars Pairs (Qualifier)

7.45pm – 11.15pm

Two Stars Pairs (Semi-final)

7.45pm – 11.15pm

Satellite Pairs (Qualifier)

11.15am – 7.15pm

Two Stars & Satellite Pairs Final

11.15am – 7.30pm

Swiss Pairs

11.15am – 2.30pm

Teams of Four (Qualifier)

4.00pm – 7.30pm

Teams of Four (Final)

All events are fully Green-pointed
(save for qualifying rounds of Two Stars & Satellite Pairs)

Daventry Court Hotel, NN11 0SG
( 01327 307 000
To be eligible,
you must have been born in 1952 or before

Championship Pairs
Swiss Pairs Championship
Swiss Teams Championship

Greenpointed

Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Department
( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219
e-mail comps@ebu.co.uk

Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Department
( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219

or book online at www.ebu.co.uk

or book online at www.ebu.co.uk

THE EBU & BRIDGE OVERSEAS

FUERTEVENTURA CONGRESS
6 – 12 February 2013
The Barceló Fuerteventura Thalasso Spa, Caleta de Fuste
H
H
H
H

Pre-congress Pairs
BlueOpen Pairs
pointed
events
Pivot Teams
GreenMen’s, Women’s and
pointed
Mixed Pairs
Swiss
H Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams
events

Bridge Fees: £124
EBU Comps Department
( 01296 317 203 / 219
E-mail: comps@ebu.co.uk
Attendance at the congress is exclusive
to delegates booking their accommodation
with Bridge Overseas
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For accommodation (and travel) please contact

BRIDGE OVERSEAS
( 0800 034 6246
www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS
Avon
www.avoncba.org.uk
THE County wel comes Suzy Lawson
as the new Secretary
of the Committee.
At the Brighton
Summer Congress well
done to the following: Jeremy Rickard –
Robert Glass (17th in the Swiss Pairs);
Marc Lee (1st in the Championship Pairs
and 2nd in the Mixed Pivot Teams); Katy
Lee (2nd in the Mixed Pairs as well as in
the Mixed Pivot Teams); Tony Gammon,
Irene Robinson, Mike Huggins and Aidan
Schofield (7th in the Swiss Teams); Suzy
Lawson (5th in the Stratified Swiss Pairs).
Congratulations to Gareth Evans, Huw
Oliver, Mike Short and Andrew Urbanski
who won the Celtic Congress Teams and
to David Jones who came 4th in the
English Riviera Congress Swiss Pairs.
In the British Summer Sim Pairs,
congratulations to Roy Maddon –
Sheila Montgomery who came 60th in a
field of 1780. In the East and West Wales
Green Pointed Congress at Newport well
done to Sue O’Hara – Nelson Stephens
for winning the Swiss Pairs, and to
David Jones who came 6th and also 3rd
in the Swiss Teams.
Diary dates: Oct 14, Championship
Teams. Nov 1, Men’s and Ladies’ Pairs –
both events at the Bristol Bridge Club.

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
THE winning team at
the Bedfordshire OneDay Swiss Teams event
in June was John and
Ros Bateman, Anne and
David Gilling. Alan Oddie – Ron
Davis led the field in the recent Grand
Masters’ Pairs from start to finish.
Following consultation with local
clubs, a new approach is being planned
for the Beds Teams League as regards
venues etc. Full details of the proposals
can be seen on the BBA website and if
you wish to express your own views,
please contact either Derek Marsh or
Peter Malpass.
Alan Shillitoe was the coach of the
England Open team for the Mind Sports
Games in Lille.
Diary dates: Thurs Oct 18, Men’s and
Ladies’ Pairs, Wilstead, both starting at
7.30 pm. Thurs Nov 29, Inter-Club
Teams of Four, Wilstead, 7.30pm.
Further details and entry forms are
available on the BBA website.

Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
LOTS of successes by
BBCBA players! Sally
Brock is World Mind
Sports Ladies Bridge Teams
Champion – to add to the
European Ladies last June,
roll on the Venice Cup! Ed Scerri – Gary
Jones were members of the winning team
in the Brighton Teams A Final, Peter

www.ebu.co.uk

Hawkes – Ian Reissmann were in the
runners-up team, and Chris Mooney –
Kevin Elstow 3rd in the B Final. And in
the Really Easy Congress Nirmal and Joy
Dutta won with 72%, were promoted to
the Next Step event the next night and
won that with 66%!
For the first time we held two GP
Events, both excellently organised by
Anders Wallen. Congratulations to the
winners of the Pairs, Geoff Nicholas –
Debbie Roberts, with BBCBA’s Ed Scerri
– Dick Davey runners-up. The Teams
trophy was a new one in memory of
Richard Palmer and fittingly was won by
a BBCBA team of David Beever, Robin
Gardiner, Nigel Marlow and Steve Gore.
At the AGM in July Anders Wallen
succeeded Nigel Thompson as chairman.
Other results: LO4: Div. 1: 1. Chris
Burley, 2. Bob Dowdeswell, 3. Steve Lee,
4. John Hawkins. LO8: Div 1: 1. Reading
A, 2. Burnham B, 3A. Risborough A, 3B.
SBBC A, 4A. Chalfont B, 4B. Bradshaw B.
Victor Ludorum: jointly – Chris Burley
and Ed Scerri. Multiple Teams: John
Greenhalgh, Tony Parkinson, James
Bond, Joyce Baldock.
Congratulations to Matthew and
Heather Tan, winners in the Oxfordshire
GP Swiss Teams.
Diary dates: Oct 14, Swiss Pairs for the
Denys Jenkins Cup, SBBC. Nov 25, Butler
Scored Pairs for the Jarrett Cup, SBBC.
Dec 2, Mixed Swiss Teams, Windsor,
11am start. Dec 9, Friendly Pairs, SBBC.

Cambs and Hunts

this competition is now free! Oct 27,
Open Swiss Teams. Feb 16, Garden Cities
Qualifier. Feb 24, County Individual
Final. Mar 16, County Pairs Final. Mar
23, Novice Pairs Tournament. Apr 28,
County Swiss Pairs.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
County results: Heats were held in each
island and the merged results were:
Simultaneous Pairs: 1. Nigel Elliott – Sue
Rankin, 2. Svante and Nadde Ryman
(visitors from Sweden), 3. Howard
Basden-Smith – Carl Harrison. Individual: 1. David Trestain, 2. Hugh Bacon,
3. Brian Youd.
Jersey results: Victoria Club Open Pairs:
1. Robert Brouard – Carl Harrison,
2. Howard Basden-Smith – Marion
Miles. Guernsey Results: District Teams:
1. Robert Plumley, Susie Farnon, Lynda
Mildon, Alistair Kent, Colin Tostevin;
2. Dick Langham, Rudi Falla, Lynne
Williamson, John Seymour, Margaret
and Mike Allen. District Upper Restricted:
1. Anne and Don Babbe, 2. Marie
Auchincloss – Catherine Bott. District
Lower Restricted: 1. Liz Thompson –
Robin Endean, 2. Chrysta Rang –
Michael Roberts.
Diary dates: Nov 2-4, Inter-island
Weekend in Jersey (including County
AGM at 12.30pm on Sat Nov 3).

Cornwall

www.cambsbridge.org.uk

www.cornwallbridge.co.uk

JULIAN Wightwick, Jonathan Mestel,
Catherine and Chris Jagger won the
County Teams, and went on to win the
Pachabo with Jon Cooke joining the
team. The same four, plus Ian Pagan, also
reached the final of Crockfords, finishing
5th. Paul Fegarty – Catherine Curtis
finished 7th in the Corwen and 14th in
the Spring Bank Holiday Congress Pairs.
Julian Wightwick – John Liebeschuetz
were 11th in the National Pairs Final.
In the NICKO, Cambridge A (Julian
Wightwick, Jonathan Mestel, Catherine
and Chris Jagger, Jon Cooke) and
Cambridge B (Victor Milman, Simon
Barb, David Kendrick, Chris Larlham,
Nadia Stelmashenko) are through to the
semi-finals, with Cambridge B putting
out Saffron Walden A (Ross Midgley,
Bill Briscombe, Adam Eckersley-Waites,
Peter Oxley, Chris Waites) in the last 16.
Meanwhile in the Plate, Peterborough B
(Trevor and Marion King, Christina
Brewster, Chris Heames) reached the
quarter-final stage.
The Cambridge Club reached the
final of the Garden Cities, where the
team of Julian Wightwick, Mike Seaver,
Jonathan Mestel, Jon Cooke, Victor
Milman, David Kendrick, Paul Fegarty
and Catherine Curtis finished 3rd.
Two Cambs & Hunts pairs finished in
the top ten of the British Spring Pairs
events: Jon Cooke and Catherine Curtis
were 8th, while Ross Midgley and Chris
Waites were 9th.
Diary dates: Oct 15, Closing date for
County Knockout Teams – note that

OUR new Chief County
Director, Chris Nichols,
playing with Jane Kaldewey,
his regular partner, has signalled his arrival with an
impressive 80.69% score in
a Bude club evening in July.
Wadebridge and Bod min have, jointly, invested in Bridgemates, now being used on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings. Dave Mattos and
Mark Reeve are providing essential backup, ably assisted by John Finch. Anyone
wanting to see them in action will be very
welcome. Penzance have had Bridgemates for several years and are also happy
to receive interested visitors.
Jenny Vaughan and her sister, Irene
Thomas, having played – as second
reserves – for the West Wales team which
won the WBU Inter-Area Championship,
were invited to play at Fishguard for a
Welsh Ladies Team in a series of matches
against teams from Ireland. As part of a
team of four, Jenny and Irene played two
matches against a team of Irish ladies and
two against an Irish County team. Their
aggregate score for the weekend was a
pleasing 66-37 IMPs victory.
Congratulations also to two Cornish
pairs who did outstandingly well in the
British Summer Sims: Jacqueline Russell –
James Sim (Bude) were 2nd nationally
with a 71.89% score, while Ken Keast –
Val Pitman (Penventon) were 5th.
Diary dates: Oct. 7, Mixed Pairs
Championship, Ladock. Oct 14, Marie
Gregson-Brown Trophy, Porth Avellen

Hotel, Carlyon Bay. Oct 21, County Swiss
Teams, Queen’s Hotel, Penzance. Nov 4,
Mixed Pivot Teams, Ladock. Nov 25,
Bodmin Swiss Pairs, Lanhydrock GC.

Cumbria
www.ccdba.co.uk
CUMBRIA held its first Green Pointed
Swiss Teams for seven years on June 24
at the Stonecross Manor Hotel in
Kendal. We had 20 tables and although
that was a little down on what we had
hoped, it was judged a great success.
Congratulations to the winners (by a
substantial margin!), Mike and Sally
Ann Rothwell, Malcolm Hartley and
Michael Cox from our neighbouring
County, Westmorland.
The Simultaneous Pairs in aid of St
Mary’s Hospice raised £480 and a cheque
was presented to them at Grange Club
in August. Many thanks to the clubs that
took part.
The County AGM was held in
Keswick in August and this was well
attended. The following Committee
members retired at this year’s AGM:
Babs Matthews (Match Captain), Glenda
Lloyd (Secretary), Bruce Denwood
(Equipment Officer) and Geoff Bell
(Committee Member). We thank them
all for their service to the county and
welcome new members of the
Committee Howard Brown (Match
Captain), Kate Cooper (Secretary), Sam
Norman (Equipment Officer) and Ian
Smith (Committee Member).
Diary dates: Oct 21, Simple Systems
Pairs (Carlisle). Nov 4, Multiple Teams
(Barrow). Nov 25, Pro-Am Teams
(Carlisle).

Derbyshire
www.dcba.org.uk
www.bridgewebs/derbyshire
SUE Birch is the DCBA
Individual Champion,
having won the Gerry
Fletcher Cup; Miranda
Vinecombe was the
runner-up.
Wendy Watson – Jennifer Floutier are
the DCBA Ladies’ Champions, having
won the Corey Cup; Sue Birch –
Margaret Pacey were in 2nd place. Don
Smedley – John Griffin are the DCBA
Men’s Champions, having won the
Dodson Shield; David Briggs – Jim
Tomlinson were 2nd.
Andy Wells and his team-mates
(Peter Kelly, Howard Melbourne, Cedric
Cockcroft, Alex Hogg and Malcolm
Caporn) won the Brigden final against
the unbeaten team, David Briggs (Jim
Tomlinson, Mick and Sheena Haytack).
In the Vic Morris Cup final, Richard
Edwards (Pym Berry, Mary and Dave
Marshall) overcame Andy Wells (Roger
Mallinson, Malcolm Caporn, Paul
Madden and John Squibb). In a fairly
evenly-matched Vic Morris Plate final,
Jim Parker (Maggie Beale, Paul Knighton,
Mike Douglas) beat John Reavy (Mo
Logan, Mike Spencer, Keith Sherwood).
In the Nottinghamshire Green Point
Event, Don Smedley, John Griffin,
June 2012 English Bridge
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Roman Gembicki and Cedric Cockcroft,
in 3rd place, were the highest-placed
Derbyshire team. Don and John were
also the highest-placed Derbyshire pair.
New Bridgewebs websites have been
set up for the DCBA, Derby Bridge
Club, East Midlands Bridge Club and
British Rail Bridge Club.
Diary dates: Oct 3, First round of
Eric White & Winter Plate. Nov 25,
Invitation Pairs.

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
ALL members should
have received their Calendars for 2012 – 2013.
Details of Andrew
Robson’s Devon Tour
(October 2–5) are available on the
website and your local club.
At the June AGM, Robin Mardlin
kindly agreed to be Treasurer.
Diary dates: Sat Oct 20 – Sun Oct 21,
Plymouth Congress, Future Inn,
Plymouth; contact Ruth Edmondson
( 01752 316160. Sat Oct 27 (Pairs) –
Sun Oct 28 (Teams), Exeter Bridge Club
Swiss Weekend, Isca Centre, Exeter;
contact Jean Whitlam ( 01404 815318.
Oct 30, please support the DBA Simultaneous Pairs for Devon Air Ambulance.
Nov 9-11, Torquay Bridge Club Congress,
Palace Hotel, Torquay; contact Joan Ley
( 01803 401119. Sun Nov 25, North
Section Charity Swiss Teams; contact
N. Marsden ( 01271 860302. Sun Dec 9,
Torquay Bridge Club Swiss Pairs; contact
Pat Haynes ( 01803 293903.

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
DORSET Green Point
(June) Results: 1. Guy
Lawrenson, Christine
Bradley, Phil Norman
and Mark Hooper; 2. Steve Auchterlonie,
Andy Hughes, Dave Huggett, Nick
Craik; 3. Margot Wilson, John Gardner,
Geoff Bailey, Janet Smith.
Boston Cup: 1. Nick Forrest, Sally
Cairns, Edward Leatham, Bryan Cross;
2. Ron and Lynne Heath, Andy Kittridge, Robin Wright; 3. Helen Ackroyd,
Tim Dunsby, Janet Smith, Doris
Hutchinson.
Dorset Green Point (July) Results:
1. Miles Cowling, Steve Preston, Steve
Auchterlonie, Andy Hughes; 2nd= Paddy
Bowen, Brian Browse, Hugh KevillDavies, Jon Holland and Richard Vessey,
Claire Hillyard, Peggy Bennet, Keith
Jerram.
Other notable results: EBU 75th Anniversary Sims (Monday) – National results:
2nd Dawn Gladwinfield – Peter Smith,
3rd Martin Brook – Helen Ackroyd, 6th
David Berwitz – Patrick Cheu.
Dorset, representing the Western
League, finished 3rd in Division A of the
National Inter-Counties Leagues final
(see page 25). Team members were Mark
Hooper, Phil Norman, Bob Mott, Ann
Sharples, Margot Wilson, John Gardner,
and Ron and Lynn Heath.
Bob Mott, Ann Sharples, Alastair
Cowley, Chris Stevens finished 8th in
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the Swiss Teams at the Riviera Congress.
Diary dates: Oct 28, Hardwick Cup
(Swiss Teams), Christchurch Bridge
Club. Dec 9, Chope Salver (Mixed Pairs),
Dorchester. Other competition dates
and venues are being finalised. Further
information available at www.bridge
webs.com/dorset/

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Chris Megahey – John
Sutcliffe who were 28th
and Robert Elliott – Peter
Oake who were 34th in
the Championship Pairs at
the Brighton Congress.
At the Essex & Hertfordshire Green
Pointed Weekend, in the Swiss Pairs we
had John Stimson and partner 3rd,
Margaret Curtis – David Sherman 5th,
and Stephanie and Laurie Burtt equal
14th with Brian Davies and partner. In
the Swiss Teams we had Sue and Chris
Taylor in equal 7th with Jill and Roger
Tattersfield
Well done Martin and Sandy Smith
who had a good result in the recent
British Summer Sim Pairs, finishing 7th.
Results of recent Essex competitions
are as follows: the George Curtis was
won by Robert Elliott, Peter Oake,
Winnie Godber, John Stimson. The new
Pro-Am Pairs was won by Mary Homer
– Merryn Eves. Daytime Senior Pairs:
1. Simon Moorman – Steve Cade-Bowyer, 2.
Val and Paul Mollison, 3. Ian Moss –
Peter Oake.
Diary dates: Oct 6-7, Felixstowe
Congress. Oct 14, Play with an Expert.
Oct 25, Autumn Pairs League. Oct 31,
Autumn Seniors Pairs. Nov 11, Tony
Kelvin Trophy. Nov 25, Fletcher Trophy
and Essex Club Cup. Dec 2, Mixed Pairs.
Dec 9, Christmas Party.

Gloucestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/gloucestershire/
CONGRATULATIONS
to Norah Allen and
Andrew Courtman who
won the Gloucestershire
& Hereford Green Point
Swiss Pairs event ahead of 75 other
pairs; they were undefeated throughout
the competition. Patrick Shields, Richard
Butland and Keith Stanley from Glos
with Filip Kurbalija from Wales won the
Swiss Teams on the Sunday dropping
only 13 points in their seven matches.
Well done to Angela Hall who won the
County Individual competition. Apologies for missing her out of the last report.
Diary dates: Sun Oct 21, Cotswold
Cup, 12.15pm, Cheltenham; always a fun
event with good food and raising money
for charity; it’s a team event but you enter
as a pair and draw another pair on the
day. Nov 4, Club Players Championship
for the Leonard Cup, Newent Bridge
Club; don’t worry if you missed the first
event, still plenty of chances for you to
score points for yourself and your club.
Dec 2, Bredon Vale Cup, hosted by
Winchcombe Bridge Club, last year’s
winners, but held at Cheltenham Bridge

Club; each affiliated club may enter one
or two teams so why not organise your
teams and come along; each team can
only have one player of National Master
rank or above. The last two events start at
2.15pm.
Don’t forget you can get all the
details on our new website at www.
bridgewebs.com/gloucestershire/

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
CONGRATULATIONS to
the winners of the National Seniors Knock-out,
Jeremy Baker, Dave
Huggett, John Moore,
John Dakin and Steve Huggett; also to
the winners of the Dorset Green Point
Teams, Miles Cowling, Steve Preston,
Steve Auchterlonie, Andy Hughes; and
to John Jones – Adrian Fontes for
coming 2nd in the Hereford Pairs.
The first weekend at Brighton has just
finished (at the time of writing); well
done to the following HIOW pairs who
finished well up: James Clark– Bill
Taylor, 3rd; John Jones – Adrian Fontes,
joint 8th; Andy Hughes – Jeremy
Baker,15th.
Some remaining results from the end
of the last season: League Div. 1: 1. John
Dakin, Richard Harris, Chris Kinloch,
John Moore. League Div. 2: 1. Clare and
Ian Fearon, Tony Page, Dave Dawson.
League Div. 3: 1. Helen Kinloch, John
Mullen, Tracey Adams, Steve Tearle,
George Collins, Arthur Whittacker.
Diary dates: Oct 7, Mixed Pairs. Oct
21, Wessex Swiss Teams. Nov 4, Simple
Systems Pairs (in clubs). Nov 11, Jubilee
Cup Teams of Eight. Dec 2, Bloxham
Swiss Teams. Unless otherwise listed, all
the above will be held in Romsey,
starting at 2pm. Entries to Lillian
Craigen lillian.craigen@sky.com or
( 02380 254276.

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
THE Gloucestershire & Herefordshire
Green Point Event was held in late July at
the Larruperz Centre in Ross-on-Wye.
In the Swiss Pairs, the winners were
Norah Allen – Andrew Courtman,
followed by John Jones – Adrian Fontes
with Lorna Vestey – David Wing joint
3rd with Patrick Shields – Filip
Kurbalija. In the Swiss Teams, the
winners were Patrick Shields, Filip
Kurbalija, Richard Butland and Keith
Stanley, with Gwynn Davis, Sue
Ingham, Ken Richardson and Chris
Rochelle 2nd and Mike Ralph, John
Thacker, George Barrett and David
Atthey 3rd. Congratulations to all of
them, particularly the Herefordshire
members Mike Ralph, John Thacker
and George Barrett.
Other Herefordshire members who
have done well over the summer were
Ben Britton – Mike Ralph coming joint
2nd at the WBU Swiss Pairs in Llandudno, and Murat Atac playing with
David Bakhshi coming 2nd in the WBU
August Green Point Swiss Pairs. John

Griffiths, Roman Klis, George Barrett
and Chris Chowney also came 2nd in
the inter-counties Midland Teams
Challenge Bowl.
Full results of all county competitions are on our website.
Diary dates: Sat Oct 13, Ladies’ and
Men’s Pairs, 10.30am, Tarrington Community Hall. Wed Oct 31, Ace of Spades
(Restricted), 2pm, Much Birch Community Hall. Sat Nov 3, No Fear Teams
(Restricted), 1.30pm, Wellington Heath
Memorial Hall. Fri Nov 16, Inter-club
Teams Round 2, 7pm, Ledbury Community Centre.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
OUR seniors did the
county proud in the
Eastbourne Seniors Congress and congratulations
go to Celia and Derek
Oram who won the Championship Pairs
A Final, Stan and Tara Harding who
were 2nd in the Championship Pairs B
Final, the team of Malcolm Harris,
Maria Budd, Sheila Evans and Rick
Irwin who won the Swiss Teams event
and the team of Stan and Tara Harding,
Bill Blackman and Rodger Livesey who
came 3rd.
At the Herts & Essex Joint Greenpointed Weekend, the Swiss Pairs was
won by the Hertfordshire pair of Celia
and Derek Oram and the Swiss Teams by
the Hertfordshire team of Colin Haywood, Ian Kemp, George Lock, David
Lock. Congratulations also to Sheila
Evans – Rick Irwin who came 3rd in the
Brighton Seniors Congress Pairs B Final.
Diary dates: Fri Oct 26, Club
Winners Cup, Bridge Centre 7.30pm.
Fri Nov 23, Mixed Pairs, Bridge Centre
7.30pm. Sun Dec 2, Hertfordshire Rose
Bowl, Bridge Centre 1.00pm.

Isle of Man
www.manxbridgeunion.org
ON August 19 the Manx Bridge Union
held the first of its 2012/13 season
major events: the Isle of Man Individual
Championship. There was a good entry
and a strong field contested the title
which was won in 2011/12 by MBU
Chairman John Large.
At the half way stage John was leading once again and was on course to
retain the championship, but Joan
Watson, Steve Baggs and Jenny Glanz
headed the pack and were close behind.
In the closing stages there was a
reshuffle of the leaders which resulted
in Steve Baggs getting his nose in front
and taking the title with an overall score
of 65.83%. Congratulations to Steve on
winning the championship and the
Caymanx Cup at his first attempt.
Second place went to Joan Watson, an
excellent and popular result for one of
the Union’s veterans. John Large came
in 3rd and Liz Kelly 4th.
Next on the Calendar is the Isle of Man
Congress, held in Douglas in September.
This is the big annual bridge event on the
Island and full results will be on the
Manx website.

www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS
Diary dates: Oct 21, Island Pairs
Championship. Nov 18, Island Teams
Championship. Feb 17, Rawclffe Bowl
for Mixed Pairs. Mar 24, Green-Pointed
Pairs Event.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Derek Patterson and Peter
Crouch who were part of
the team selected to
represent England in the
2012 Mind Sports Games
in Lille, France, with Pat Collins as NPC.
At the AGM the new Constitution
was voted on and approved. Go to the
website to read it (Club and County
News).
Kent Swiss Pairs Championship: congratulations to winners of the Phillimore Cup, Gerald Soper – John Short,
and runners-up Norman Inniss – Stefan
Syplywczak.
Well done the Chislehurst Bridge
Club team of Mike Hampton, Pat
Collins, Bill Charlwood, Jonathan
Chapman, Michael Prior, Leigh
Chapman, Ian Draper and Jeremy
Willans on winning the Garden Cities
Final.
Congratulations to Ian Draper and
Gerald Tredinnick who were in the
winning team for the 2011-12 Hubert
Phillips Bowl for mixed pivot teams.
This is the second year running that
their team have won the event (report
on page 45).
Brighton Summer Congress 2012: 1st
weekend Swiss Pairs for the Harold
Poster Cup – winners: Kay Preddy –
Norman Selway. 1st weekend Sunday
Teams – winners: Brian Crack, Shirley
Goldwin, Diana Avis and Colin
Wilson. Mixed Pairs – winner Steve
Auchterlonie, playing with Kath Nelson.
Tony Clark was on the winning Seniors
team.
Diary dates: Sun Oct 14, Mixed Pairs
Championship (Dyer Smith / Hunter
Cups), TW, 11am. Kent Congress: Sat
Oct 27, TW, 1pm (Swiss Pairs) and Sun
Oct 28 Kent Congress: (Green-pointed
Swiss Teams), TW, 11am.

Lancashire
www.lancsbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS go
to Michael Tomlinson,
Ewart Evans, David Briggs
and Pauline Holden on
winning the Mid Wales Swiss
Teams Congress. Michael and Ewart also
won the West Wales Swiss Pairs and were
2nd in the Swiss Teams with Brian Irlam
and Carol Croasdale. Well done also
John Dearing – Anne Burgess, 4th in the
Summer Festival at Scarborough.
In the President’s Cup, Lancashire
finished 2nd behind Yorkshire but ahead
of nine other counties. In the first
round of the Northern Bridge League,
Lancashire A finished 5th out of five
counties, Lancashire B 5th out of eight
counties and Lancashire C first out of
seven counties. Preston Pairs: 1. Jeff
Smith – Jackie Pye.
Diary dates: Oct 6-7, Great Northern
Swiss Pairs, Leeds Hilton. Oct 13,
Northern Bridge League, Round 4. Oct
14, North Wales Green Point Swiss
Pairs, Northop. Oct 27, LCBA Congress
Swiss Pairs, Brierfield Bridge Club. Oct
28, LCBA Congress Swiss Teams, Blackburn Bridge Club. Nov 4, Foundation
Cup Swiss Teams, Blackburn.

Leicestershire
www.leicsbridge.org.uk
AS a result of winning
their division of the
Midlands League competition, Leicestershire’s
second team played in
an invitational event against similar
winners (see page 25). Our team
finished 2nd to Yorkshire by just 1 VP.
Congratulations on a splendid performance to Linda Stone, Irene Krantz,
Bob Parker, Gerry Bucciero, Gary
Duddle, David Green, Mick Mahoney
and Ian Bruce.
County results so far this season: May
13, vs Oxford, Dawes, won 15-5, Porter
lost 5-15, Markham drew 10-10. June
10, vs Derby, Dawes won 11-9, Porter
lost 9-11, Markham lost 1-19.

The final of the Samani Salver will be
between Clarendon North and Bradgate
A. In the corresponding Plate competition, it will be between Grantham B
and Westcotes 1.
After a successful first season, the
Leicestershire Pairs League will resume
on October 18.
Diary dates: Oct 3, Stanley Trophy
round one (Glenfield). Oct 8, British
Sim Pairs (CBC). Oct 14, Midland
League v Staffs (home). Oct 17, Otto &
Edith mixed pairs (CBC). Oct 18, Pairs
League Round 1. Oct 31, Stanley Trophy
Round 2 (Glenfield). Nov 9, Children in
Need Simultaneous Pairs (CBC). Nov
11, Midland league v Lincs (away). Nov
12, Children in Need Simultaneous
Pairs (Blaby, CBC, Glenfield, Melton).
Nov 13-14, Josephs Bowl closed
regional heats. Nov 15, Pairs League
Round 2. Nov 26, Josephs Bowl Open
Heat. Nov 28, Stanley Trophy Round 3.

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
AT THE County AGM,
held in Dunholme in
June, the following Officers were re-elected:
Chairman, Glynn Elwick;
Vice-Chairman, Guy Grainger; Hon.
Secretary, Paul Wokes; Hon. Treasurer,
Mike Llewellyn; Competition Secretary,
Vic Llewellyn. Before the formal proceedings the Waitrose Cup, awarded
for the highest percentage in any
duplicate in the County (eight or more
tables) was presented to Alan Andrews –
Harry Coates for a score of 77.32%.
Because of low entries, the Davy Cup
has been re-scheduled as a One-day
Pivot Teams event. The result of the
AGM Pairs (Herbert Trophy) was: 1. Alan
and Drene Brown, 2. Roy Hughes –
Keith Stewart, 3. Margot Blakeney –
Kath Taylor.
Members of Louth Bridge Club enjoyed their annual summer party in
July. After a wonderful meal cooked by
Debbie, a social bridge competition was
won by John Broughton.
The 2nd Round of the Champion
Pairs League (July 20, Louth BC) was
won by John Gaunt – Debbie Burton;
2. Roy Hughes – Keith Stewart, 3. Andrew
Green – John Longmuir. The 3rd Round
of the Champion Pairs League (August
7, Lincoln BC) was won by Denis
Mellor – Carole Rushforth; 2. Nick
Dyer – Mike Perry, 3. Reg Looslet –
Mary Jo Mangion.
Diary dates: Oct 7, Random Seeded
Pairs (pre-entry). Oct 21, Swiss Teams
(pre-entry). Nov 4, Lincoln Imp and
Plate. Dec 2, Ghost Pairs. All events at
Dunholme, commencing at 1.30 p.m.

London

Photo: EBU

www.metrobridge.co.uk

National Inter-County Leagues Final Division 1 winners: from the left, TD Ian
Mitchell with Merseyside & Cheshire’s Liz Commins, Alan Stephenson, David
Stevenson, Andrew Prothero, Dave Keen, Jean Keen, Chris Pope, with Stuart
Matthews hidden behind Dave Keen!

www.ebu.co.uk

CONGRATULATIONS to
the Young Chelsea BC
team who came second in
the Garden Cities final
and to Toby Nonnenmacher and Michael Alishaw who were 2nd
in the Swiss Teams at the Riviera

Congress. In One-Day events, David
Ould was 2nd in the Beds Swiss Teams
with Graham Pollack – Paul Chapman
3rd; Geoffrey Lederman was 3rd in the
Berks & Bucks Swiss Pairs; and Benji
Hackenbroch was 3rd in the Essex/Herts
Swiss Pairs.
At the half-way point of the Brighton
Summer Congress (at the time of
writing), Martin Nygren was 2nd in the
main Swiss Pairs with Espen Erichsen –
David Bakhshi 4th; the One-day Swiss
Teams on the first Saturday was won by
Mark Lehto, Guy Hart, Tim Gauld,
Fiona Hutchison; Rob Cliffe – Millie
Jones were 3rd in the Sunday Open
Pairs; Mike Hill was 3rd in the Seniors
Pairs A Final; Chris Duckworth – Brian
Callaghan won the B Final of the Seniors
Pairs; and Carla Sidney-Woollett was
2nd in the Senior Pairs Consolation
event.
Diary dates: Oct 7, Mixed Pairs
Championship, 1pm, YCBC; contact
Nigel Freake gelohnake@waitrose.com.
Nov 4, Junior Teams of Four, 1pm,
YCBC; contact Chris Duckworth ( 020
73853534 or chris.duckworth@lineone.
net. Nov 25, Champions Cup, 1pm,
YCBC; contact Sati McKenzie ( 020
7627 0977 or sati.mckenzie@googlema
il.com

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
LAST year, we were the
winners of the A Division in the Northern
Counties League, thus
qualifying for the National Inter-County Leagues final (see
page 25). Happily we won this by a huge
margin, with our pairs taking four of
the top five places in the ‘Butler’. Well
done to Dave Keen, Jean Keen, David
Stevenson, Liz Commins, Alan Stephenson, Stuart Matthews, Andrew Prothero,
Chris Pope (photo on the left).
In the North Wales Swiss Pairs congress in early July, Neil Thomas came
first partnering Sue Richmond of Lancashire.
The Jim Davies Swiss Teams organised by the Wirral club was again a
success: 1. Paddy Murphy, Liz Commins, David Stevenson, Matt Foster;
2. only 1VP behind, Ann and Peter Hall,
Danny Miler, Paul Holt.
Well done the county team in the
match v Derbyshire. They pulled back a
66 IMP deficit at half time to win by 4
IMPs.
Dave and Jean Keen, David Stevenson and Liz Commins were equal 2nd in
the Mid-Wales Teams Congress in July.
The county team finished 3rd out of
the nine teams in this year’s President’s
Cup, which we hosted this year at the
Merseyside Bridge Centre.
Congratulations to Liz Commins on
her recent promotion to Grand Master.
Diary dates: Oct 13, NCL4 14th
Chester Bowl (charity pairs), Deva BC.
Nov 12, ‘Children in Need’ Sim Pairs,
MBC. Dec. 9, Waterworth Cup (County
GP Pairs), MBC. Lady Connell (County
Teams) heats: Oct 9, LBC; Oct 12, Deva
BC; Oct 18, MBC.
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Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Heather Dhondy, Nevena
Senior and Nicola Smith
for winning the gold
medal in the Women’s
Series at the World Mind
Sports Games. As well as
providing half the players,
Middlesex also contributed the team
captain, Jeremy Dhondy, and the coach,
David Burn.
Well done to Anne Rosen, Neil Rosen
and Simon Cope for winning the
Hubert Phillips Bowl (see page 45).
Congratulations to Ray Robinson
and Jerry Harouni who were part of the
winning team in the ‘A’ Final of the
Swiss Teams at the Brighton Summer
Congress. Simon Cope won the ‘B’ Final,
with Basil Letts and Shivam Shah
coming 2nd.
Diary dates: Oct 21, Newcomers
Pairs, Navnat, 1pm. Nov 4, Ranked
Masters Pairs, Oshwal Bridge Club,
2pm. Nov 10-11, Middlesex Congress,
Queen Elizabeth’s School, Barnet,
12pm. Nov 25, Senior Pairs, Pinner
Bridge Club, 2pm. There is also a
number of Mixed Pairs and Championship Pairs heats. For full details please
visit the county website which has an
extensive competitions calendar.

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
WE are sorry to report the
sad death of leading
Norfolk bridge player and
County Team Captain
David Newstead at the age
of 67 after a long illness.
David, who played at the Norfolk &
Norwich Club and represented the
county at regional and national level for
over thirty years, won the inaugural
Gerard Faulkner Seniors KO Trophy in
2003 in a team with Gerard himself,
Roger Amey and David Dickson, and
had been due to play in the final in July
this year. Long-term friend and fellow
player Roger Amey said: ‘It’s a great loss
to Norfolk bridge and David’s many
friends in the county and beyond. We
send our condolences to his wife Jan,
son Tom and daughter Becky.’
In county events Eileen Townsend –
Andrew Brown scooped the Aylsham
Open Pairs in July. Julie and John
Aspinall, plus Roger Amey partnering
Michael Whiting, triumphed in the
Kings Lynn Trophy Open Teams of Four
in August, romping home with 76
IMPS, a full 20 clear of the runners-up.
Some Norfolk players ventured further afield, with Melvyn and Jeannette
Pamplin from ABC attending the 46th
Brighton Pairs in August. OK, they came
263rd out of 290, but wouldn’t have
missed it for anything. ‘People were so
friendly,’ said Jeannette. ‘It’s the first
time we’ve been to something like that
and I thought it was brilliantly organised and a wonderful experience. I’d
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encourage anyone to give it a go.’
Finally, here’s another reminder that
next year’s Norfolk Congress is relocating
to Wensum Valley Golf Club in Taverham, near Norwich and just off the A47,
from April 5-7 2013. Put it in your new
EBU diary!

North East
www.neba.co.uk
THE NEBA Northern
Swiss Pairs was won by
Gill Gold – Ray Green,
with Simon Hedley –
Mary Page finishing as
runners up.
The NEBA Summer Pairs was won by
Nigel and Pauline Durie, with Frank
and Janet Springett 2nd. In July the
NEBA A and B teams played the Annual
Match against Scotland Eastern District
with mixed results. The A Team had a
narrow 2 IMP win while the B team lost
by the same margin.
In the EBU Summer Congress, held at
Scarborough, Clive Owen playing with
John Holland won the Congress Pairs.
Cramlington Bridge Club held their
popular Pairs Congress in August; first
prize was won by Steve and Georgia Ray
with Margaret McCabe – Marion Curran
claiming 2nd place.

Northamptonshire
www.northantsbridge.info/
THE Eden Cup and
Murchie Lerner will
take place at Kettering Bridge Club on Sunday October 14,
starting at 1pm. The afternoon session
will be a qualifier with the top 14 pairs
playing for the Eden Cup and the others
for the Murchie Lerner. Entries to Jim
Bainbridge.
The Lakeland, the inter-club teams of
eight event, will be taking place at
Stamford BC on Sunday October 28,
starting at 1pm; the winners will represent the county in the Garden Cities
Trophy. On the same day, the Kettering
Trophy for teams of four will be held at
Kettering BC, starting at 1pm. Entries to
Jim Bainbridge. Kettering BC’s Porch
Trophy will be held on Sunday December 2, starting at 1pm. Entries to
Colin Tuton.
Congratulations to various county
members in national events: Robert
Miller – Ufuk Cotuk won the Northants
Green-pointed Swiss Pairs; Michael
Keogh, Stephen O’Kell, Alan Coker,
Doreen Simpson were 2nd in the Nottinghamshire Green Pointed Swiss Teams;
Colin Porch – Amy Cherry were 2nd in
the Pre-Congress Pairs at Scarborough;
Robert Miller – Jim Deacon 2nd in the
Teams Final at Scarborough. There were
a number of successes at the Brighton
Congress: Keith Nash – Simon Few were
2nd in the Sunday Open Pairs; Mark
Hodgson, Robert Miller and Jim Deacon
won the Open Teams on Sunday;
Graham and Berry Hedley won the
Stratified Swiss Pairs.
Diary dates: Sat Oct 13, Saturday
Winter League, Stamford. Sun Oct 14,

Eden Cup & Murchie Lerner, Kettering.
Wed Oct 17, Wednesday Winter League,
Northampton. Sun Oct 28, Lakeland
Trophy, Stamford. Sun Oct 28, Kettering
Trophy, Kettering. Sat Nov 10, Saturday
Winter League, Stamford. Wed Nov 21,
Wednesday Winter League, Northampton. Sun Dec 2, Porch Trophy, Kettering.

ship, Oxford BC. Dec 6, OBA
Management meeting, venue TBA. Sun
Jan 27, Swiss Teams Championship.
Tues Jan 29, Pro-Am Tournament,
Oxford BC.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
THE Series of Multiple-Teams Events,
suggested at the 2011 AGM and held on
the last Wednesdays in each of April,
May and June, was a success with a total
of 55 players, forming ten teams, participating. The series was won by Julia
Staniforth, Roger Stock, Steve Mulligan,
Bill Milligan, Mary Cook and Bernard
Moore from Retford, with Ian Dovey,
Shirley Ashtari, Tim Anderson, Bernard
Scanlon, David and Judy Cadwallader
from West Bridgford 2nd.
Diary dates: the programme of
events for the new season will appear on
the NCBA website.

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
OXFORDSHIRE’S Freddie
Illingworth and Alex
Roberts, who were selected
to play for the Under-20
England team in the World
Youth Champion ships in
China, acquitted themselves extremely
well, only losing to Poland (considered
the strongest team) in the quarter-final.
Neither of them had played in a World
Championship event before (see page
16).
At the Brighton Congress, Aleksandar
Lishkov, Norman Gascoyne, Peter
Finbow and Carol Benzie came 2nd in
the One-Day Swiss Teams on the first
Sunday. Denis and Kathy Talbot reached
5th place in A Final of the Seniors’ Pairs.
Lorna Swadling – Alastair Gidman
reached 5th place in both Sunday and
Monday Open Pairs, and 4th place in
the Tuesday Open Pairs. Congratulations to Judy Wesselbaum – Ruth Kim
on winning the Next Step Swiss Pairs
from a field of 46 pairs. Tim Dickinson
– Rob Dixon were runners-up in the
Thursday Open Pairs. Chris Cooper and
partner won Friday’s Open Pairs. From a
field of 36 pairs, Matthew Covill –
Aleksandar Lishkov finished joint 2nd
in the Stratified Swiss Pairs.
Congratulations to Christopher and
Erica Sheppard on winning the heat of
the World-Wide Bridge Contest. Richard
Sills, Chair of Oxford Bridge Club,
presented them with the certificate from
the World Bridge Federation to the
acclaim of all present.
The Seniors’ Pairs, which Dale
Thomas – Keith Goswell won in July,
continues from September on the second Monday of every month at Roke.
Diary dates: Sun Oct 14, Midland
League v Notts (away). Sun Oct 28,
Social Swiss Teams Event, venue TBA.
Tues Nov 13, County Pairs Heat, Oxford
BC. Sun Nov 25, Swiss Pairs Champion-

A NEW Pairs League will
be introduced next year
commencing March 2013.
This event will be open to
all pairs but will be particularly important for those
wishing to be selected for the county.
The event will be run by the County
Selection Committee and full details will
be published .
Congratulations to the Taunton
Bridge Club A team of Heinz Brunsch,
Jackie Waters, Sheila Coda and Roger
Sweet who played a team from Garforth
BC (Yorkshire) in the final of the
NICKO Plate and won. Well done team.
In the Brighton Swiss Pairs Dave
Latchem – Sheila Coda came a creditable 42nd out of 289 pairs. The last four
matches saw them only losing 7 VPs
making a total of 73 out of a possible 80.
Diary dates: Sat Oct 13, County
Mixed Teams, Street. Sun Nov 25, County
Swiss Teams, Woolavington. Sun Dec 2,
Club Teams of Eight, Woolavington.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
The Midland Team Challenge Bowl was won by our
county, the victorious
team being Geoff Davies,
Robin Adey, John Day and
Geoff Feltblower. Dan Crofts won the
Swiss Pairs at the Nottingham One-Day
Green-pointed Event.
Deauville was a good tournament for
Justin and Paul Hackett who finished
2nd in the Handicap and also 2nd in the
Tournoi des Champions. In the Seniors at
the Mind Sports Games, Paul reached
the round of 16, where his team lost to
Poland by 8 IMPs.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
THE Winter League finally
drew to a close, with
Barbara Barker, Elaine
Green, Ralph Parish, Paul
Whetton beating Norman Less, Doc
Lacey, Helen Mason, David Mathews in
the Division Two play-off final. Barker
thus secured automatic promotion to
the Premier Division.
Kevin and Sara Willetts headed an
extremely tight finish to the Lang Cup
for married pairs. Just 7 match-points
separated the top six places without a tie
for any position. John and Janice
Mortimer came 2nd, followed closely by
Simon and Pauline Penn.
Paul Flavell – Joyce Wood won the
Stokes Trophy in a well-attended Suffolk
Seniors event at Clare; Anthony HaigThomas – Julian Lang won the Veterans’
Prize; Ralph Parish – Paul Whetton

www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS
came 2nd overall, with Andrew and Jane
Moore in 3rd place.
The second match of the new Eastern
Counties League season went much better
the ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams registering wins
although the ‘C’ team had a rough time
of it. The ‘A’ Team won 14-6 , the ‘B’ Team
13-7, but the ‘C’ Team lost 0-20.
Diary dates: Fri Oct 5, Charity Pairs in
aid of St Nicholas Hospice, 2pm, Risbygate Sports Club. Sat Oct 6 (also Sun Oct
7), Felixstowe Congress, 1pm, Felixstowe
Leisure Centre. Ending Oct 31: Champ
Pairs Qualification in clubs. Sun Nov 4,
Novice Pairs, 2pm, Risbygate. Sun Nov
18, Club Teams-of-Eight, 2pm, Colchester. Sun Dec 9, Championship Teams,
2pm, Pakenham.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Marietta
Andree – Janet Cahm who retained
their title of Sussex CCBA One-day Swiss
Pairs champions.
Shirley Pritchard – Graham Hudson
won the Pre-congress Pairs at Scarborough. Anne and Andrew Stimson
won the Swiss Pairs at the Seniors Congress at Eastbourne. Frances Hinden,
Graham Osborne, Mike Scoltock,
Jeffrey Allerton were runners-up in the
Pachabo Cup.
Peggy Griffin – Bomi Kavarana won
the County AGM Swiss Pairs. This event
was unfortunately very poorly attended,
and the committee are looking to bring
the date forward next year to avoid
clashes with many other summer
events.
The new season has now begun with
the Club Pairs Challenge final at
Richmond on October 14, which is
followed by a new midweek event for
members who find Sunday events
difficult to attend. This is the Midweek
Cross Imp Pairs at Bookham on Wednesday, November 7, and we hope that
many players will be able to join us for
this new event.
We are also renaming our Newcomers
events this year as Friendly Events –
these are designed for those who are
fairly new to bridge or who are learning
the game. Please remember this before
you sign up to come along. The first of
these events this year is at a new venue –
Ripley Village Hall on November 25.
The Senior Pairs this year is on
December 2 at Oxshott. All events begin
at 1pm. Enter via the Surrey website or
contact Frances Trebble ( 01252 679883
or email f.trebble@ntlworld.com

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
IN the Green Point Event
held at Ardingly Marietta
Andree – Janet Cahm retained the trophy from last
year and Mick Carrington –
Richard Fedrick were 2nd.
At the Eastbourne Seniors
Swiss Pairs, Jill and Dave Armstrong
were 2nd and in the Swiss Teams Jeanne
Boydell, David Benjamin, Roger Poulter
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and Pyers Pennant were also 2nd.
Leon Northeast, John Jackson, Andy
Ryder, Giles Faulkner, Andrea Galpin,
Malcolm Wright, Shirley Saunter and
Peter Buttery qualified for the National
Inter-Counties League Final (see page 25)
by winning the ‘C’ flight of the Metropolitan Cup last September and they
went on in July to win Division Three at
Solihull; many congratulations to the
whole team.
Venture Pairs: 1= Joy Mayall – Liz
Dewar and Sandra Landy – Alison
Dunbar-Dempsey, 3. Gerry Stanford –
Oliver Powell.
Green Point Swiss Teams: 1. Mick
Carrington, Dave Franklin, Gerry
Stanford, Joy Mayall; 2. Andrew
Southwell, Ian Lancaster, Jill Skinner,
Jeremy Willans.
Brighton Congress: many congratulations to Liz Hoskins, Ian Lancaster,
Andrew Southwell and Peter Clinch who
won the Midweek Pivot Teams; Ros and
Geoffrey Wolfarth were in the team that
came 3rd; in the Mixed Pairs, Andrew
Willard and Joy Mayall were 3rd.
Congratulations also to John Williams,
David Benjamin, Matthew Read,
Michael Keeping and Shefton Kaplan
who were 2nd in the second weekend’s
Swiss Teams, a great result.
Diary dates: Oct 21, Ladies Pairs
Championships, Patcham. Oct 31, NEW
Mid-week Swiss Pairs, Henfield. Nov 10,
Basic Bridge Pairs, The Ark, Turners
Hill. Dec 2, Basic Bridge Pairs, Bognor.

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
SUSAN Stockdale, one
of the England Women’s
team competing recently
in the World Mind Sport
Games in Lille, was given
the honour of taking the
oath on behalf of all the players. Susan
and her team-mates proceeded to win
the gold medal in the Women’s series.
Congratulations to Margaret Wort –
Darren Evetts for winning the Play With
The Experts at the Brighton Congress.
The first Inter-County League match
against Oxfordshire was disappointing.
The first team lost 4-16, the second
team drew and the third team lost 8-12.
Everyone who has been learning
bridge for fewer than 18 months is
encouraged to enter the Chick O’ The
County competition. This will be at
WMBC on Sunday October 14 at
1.30pm. Entry is free, but must be made
via your club or teacher.
The very successful Mentored Novice
Pivot Teams will be played on Sunday
November 18 at 1.30pm. at WMBC.The
format will be the same as last year (one
‘pro’ and three newcomers in each team).
Details of all the county competitions
are available on the website or from
Elayne Meakin ( 0121 580 9877.
Diary dates: many clubs will be holding heats of the Championship Pairs
and Mixed Pairs during October and
November; please look at the county
calendar for details. Thurs Nov 29,
Seniors Pairs, 1.30pm. WMBC.

Westmorland
www.bridgewebs.com/westmorland
CONGRATULATIONS to
Paul Thornton, and his
London-based partner
Gerry Weston, who won
the Brighton Plate at this
year’s
EBU
Summer
Congress. The trophy is awarded to the
highest-placed pair below the rank of
Regional Master in the Swiss Pairs.
Kendal Bridge Club was formed in
the autumn of 1962, so this year is the
club’s 50th anniversary. They are holding a celebration day on October 14,
and it is hoped that as many members
as possible will attend. The day will start
with an afternoon of bridge followed by
an Anniversary Dinner. We are fortunate to have Graham Jepson, past
National Pairs winner, past Chairman of
the National Club Committee, and a
member of the EBU Board of Directors,
as our guest speaker.

Wiltshire
www.wcba.co.uk
AT the time of writing
the summer break is
coming to an end.
League and cup entries for the coming
season indicate more teams than last
year’s excellent turnout. A new and
additional Teams of Eight competition
has been arranged to augment our
Garden Cities event.
Wiltshire is looking forward to an
active and successful season.

Worcestershire
www.worcestershirebridge.co.uk
AS the nights draw in,
Worcestershire is able to
reflect on a successful
summer. Pam Pearce –
Susan Sharp won the
Ladies’ Pairs at the Celtic Congress,
repeating their previous success in the
same event at the Cheltenham Congress,
where Jane and Dick Rutter also represented the county successfully, winning
the Cleverly Cup. Sue Lane – Tony
Gervis won the Mixed Pairs at the Scottish Overseas Congress in Portugal.
The county also started the season
well in the Midland Inter-County Events,
the First and Third Teams winning 20-0
against Lincolnshire and the Second
Team winning 17-3.
In the county competitions, the Grand
Prix Teams got off to a good start. After
one heat, last year’s winners, Unquote,
are narrowly headed by Double Faults
and three pairs are tied on two points in
the Slam Competition. The next heat is
on November 19 – it’s not too late to

enter a team and join in this very entertaining event!
After three heats of the Phillipps
Trophy, Brian Stanley and Simon
Harrison are in the lead, closely pursued
by Nick Forward and Steve Allerston.
Another closely-fought battle for the
Trophy seems assured.
Diary dates: Oct 13, Irene Allen NonExpert Swiss Pairs, Stourbridge. Oct 2728, Malvern Congress, Bransford – once
again, this popular congress is fully
booked; put it in your diary for next year!

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk
YORKSHIRE, represented
by Stuart Davies, Paul
Belsten, George Bak, Gill
Copeland, Janet and Ted
Latham, John O’Sullivan, Malcolm
Robinson won Div. 2 of the National
Inter-County League Finals. The county
team of James Thrower, Robert Myers,
Tony McNiff, Phil Godfrey, Tom
Gisborne, Sandy Davies, Dave Robinson,
Richard Pike won the President’s Cup.
At the Scarborough Congress, Frank
Littlewood – Roman Gembecki were 2nd
in the Swiss Pairs, and Sandy Davies, Dave
Robinson, Graham Jepson, David
Musson were 3rd in the Swiss Teams. At
the Brighton Congress, Sandy Davies –
Tom Gisborne won the Seniors Congress
Pairs. In the Four Stars Teams, Sarah
Teshome – Richard Winter were in the
2nd-placed team and Sandra Penfold in
the 3rd-placed team. Congratulations to
the above and to the following winners
of county and club congress events:
Affiliated Clubs Teams: Leeds (Tim and
Sue Friedman, Simeon Saffman and
Carolyn Eastham). John Gerrard Sim
Pairs: Adam Dickinson – Dominic Pinto.
Castle Swiss Pairs: Graham Jepson –
David Fletcher. Malton Swiss Teams:
Stuart Davies, Sue Logan, Gill Copeland
and Steve Blackburn. Yorkshire Schools
Cup: David and Laura Fennimore, Rhys
Munden and Jack Simm; Minibridge
event: Ben Johnson – Louis Agars-Smith.
Flitch: Mary and Lol Hinchcliffe.
Waddington Cup: Sheffield (Tom Gisborne, Sandy Davies, David Waxman and
Mike Pomfrey). Newcomers Pivot Teams:
Gill Cope land, Sheelagh and Tony
Pickles, Joanne Johnson.
Last but not least, congratulations to
Fiona Brown, gold medallist at the Lille
World MSG Women’s Bridge Teams.
Diary dates: Oct 6-7, Great Northern
Swiss Pairs, Hilton Hotel, Leeds. Oct 21,
Nelson Rose Bowl, Harrogate. Oct 28,
Yorkshire League (round 1); Nov 4,
Ryedale Pairs, York. Nov 18, Yorkshire
League (round 2). Nov 25, Yorkshire
League (round 3 – division 1 only). Dec
2, Yorkshire League (round 3 - divisions
2-11).
r

October 20th is the closing date
for the submission of county reports
for the next issue of English Bridge.
Please e-mail: elena@ebu.co.uk
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LOCAL MASTER PROMOTIONS
July – August 2012
We regret that space constraints prevent us from printing other promotions. Sorry if your name is not in the magazine;
new promotions are published every month on, and can be downloaded from, the EBU website at www.ebu.co.uk
Landmark promotions are published in the April, August and December issues of English Bridge.
Avon
Mr Kenneth Baker
Mrs E Brasher
Mrs A Brett
Mr Peter Dyke
Ruth Flowers
Monica Hemming
Mr Ian Lovely
Mr Brian Macmahon
Dorothy Nunn
Mr Bill Ray
Ms Val Whitehead
Mrs S Young
Bedfordshire
Mr Maurice Griffiths
Berks. & Bucks.
Mr Andrew Ashton
Dr Pat Ashton
Mrs Astrid Backer
Manny Bramsden
Susan Brennan
Ms CD Chapman
Mrs Sheila Cummins
John Curtis
Mrs Sarah Curtis
Mr Paul Gilbert
Mr Robert Goldsobel
Mrs Ruth Goldsobel
Mrs Elaine Gould
Pauline Hankin
Judith Heppleston
Roger Heppleston
Gabi Heuchel
Mrs B Hughes
Hilary Humphries
Mr C Ive
Mrs M Lawrence
Mrs J McGuinness
Pat Menzies
Sue Orme
Mr Lance Osborne
Dr C Parsons
Maria Perdoni
Mrs EL Powell
Mrs Barbara Quick
Tom Randell
Anne Ratcliffe
Cymbeline Read
Christine Searle
Rosalind Shackle
Mrs Helen Shneerson
Mrs A Townsend
Noni Vernon
Mrs F Whitby
Mr Ken Whittaker
Mr Brian Worsley
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Cambs & Hunts
Mrs Jane Davie
Mrs June Fletcher
Mr Ian Hume
Mr David Jefferies
Barbara Lavender
Margaret Mcdonald
Mrs Jean Warren
Channel Islands
B Falla
Mr R Goldsbrough
Cornwall
Jean Brookes
Mrs Margaret Buzza
Mr Kevin Mckiernan
Mrs Maureen Smee
Mr Peter Smee
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Jean Meadowcroft
Mrs DI Postlethwaite
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Devon
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Mr Eugene Nicdao
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John Carman
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Julia Grant Duff
Mr Mark Harrison
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Mrs M Sirrell
Mr Dennis Winn
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Mrs Trish Ball
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Valerie Law
Mrs V Mammatt
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Christine Andrew
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Peggy De Sousa
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Valerie Gambling
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Mrs Phillapa Kent
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Mr Martin Livermore
Steve McCardle
Sheila Moorhouse
Terry Newbery
Mrs Aileen Paines
Mrs Finula Pepper
Delia Pettit
Mrs Janet Prior
Mr D Spink
Mr Chris Thompsett
Mrs Pat Tillett
Mrs Maria White
Lancashire
Mr Ian Barnett
Mrs Elaine Crawford
Mr T Daniels
Mrs Pauline Flanagan
Mrs Mavis Forrest
Judy Harris
Pat Jaffa
Mrs Joan Lee
Mrs Linda Leigh
Mr Ken Lloyd
Dorothy Watkinson
Leicestershire
Frank Aldridge
Mrs A Bakowski
Sylvia Heath
Mr Max Jelley
Mr Ian Johnston
Mr Robert Kilby
Sheila Pawson
Mr Eldon Sandys
Mr David Wenlock
Mr Rod Yalden
Lincolnshire
Mr Phil Cope
Mrs Ann Ford
Kate Hicks
Michele Johnson
Mr Mike Smith
Mrs Pam Smith
Mr R John Stewart
Mr Neil Strutt
London
S Behrens
Mrs Helena Clayton
Mr Peter Darby
Sue Edwards
Ms A Gamsby
Sue Gareh

Mr Ted Johnson
Sharad Korgaonkar
Mrs E Merica
Mrs M Plummer
Molly Rowson
Mrs Vanessa Sutcliffe
Manchester
Mr Jeff Clark
Mr Peter Collinson
Bridget Grassick
Mr CS Hazlehurst
Christine Middlehurst
Norma Stewart
Carol Straffon
Mr Harold Tansey
Mrs Ruth Wilkins
Merseyside/
Cheshire
Mr J S Burton
Mr Mike Robertson
Mr Derek Street
Mr B Voiels
Middlesex
Ms Julie Ashdown
Mrs S Cummins
Mr CE Debenham
Mrs Barbara Ross
Dipak Govindji Shah
Neil Bharat Shah
Titixa Dipak Shah
Mrs U Shah
Dilip Popatlal Unarket
Norfolk
Molly Bennett
Dr Diana Gabriel
Rosalind Hatfield
Mrs C MacCallum
Tony North-Graves
Catherine O'Reilly
Mr Bob Ovenden
Mr Keith Pearce
Polly Perkins
Mrs Diana Price
Rosanne Sellors
North East
Julian Bales
Mrs Sheila Brown
Mr Nigel Cardale
Mrs Barbara Dixon
Mrs Eileen Hall
Marjorie Jackson
Nicki Morters
Mr Jo Schueller
Mr L Sheraton
Mrs Susan Stewart

Northants
David Allen
Mr David Armstrong
Mr Eric Cooper
Mrs Helen Dale
Vivienne Duffy
Mr Tony Fisher
Subie Fonseka
Mr Mark Hodges
Mrs E Maziak
Dorothy Pridmore
Mr Eddie Tan
Mrs Jane Taylor
Mrs Jenny Walsh
Mrs Sandra Webb
Mr Aaron Williams
Nottinghamshire
Mr Peter Burton
Angie Dyer
Mrs June Evans
Mr Stuart Horsley
Barbara Maddocks
Peter Smith
Oxfordshire
Mr Chris Allen
Mrs Anne Baiocchi
Mrs E Barnett
Mr Terence Barnett
Mr GP Butcher
Virginia Crouch
Ray Heath
Helen Impey
Mr D Iyadurai
Dr S Iyadurai
John Maple
Mr Chris Nagle
Mr David Newell
Vivien Pinner
Mrs Joke Schlimmer
Mrs A Stammers
Mr Nick Stubbs
Somerset
J Buchanan
Mr Ian Freeman
Caroline Gamlin
Mr Malcolm Gamlin
Mr Gordon Pharoah
Peter Verge
Staffs & Shrops
Mr Philip Dunn
Mr Peter Goram
Eileen Greenwood
Mrs Maureen Palser
Mrs Eileen Parker
Mrs Caroline Scarth
Catherine Shirley
Mr Ken Smith

www.ebu.co.uk

LOCAL MASTER PROMOTIONS
July – August 2012
Mr Mark Story
Mr Colin Whitehead
Mrs Elizabeth Wright
Suffolk
Mrs Joan Attridge
Mr H Downes
Mr Bob Gardham
Mrs Judy Gardham
Ms Dilys Hall
Ruth Hogarth
Ms May Li
Mrs S Lowndes
Mr Derek Newby
Rui Paes
Mrs Karen Scott
Mrs J Seisun
Mr John Stracey
Mr John Streeter
Surrey
Mr RG Ackland
Jill Barnett
Ronald Barnett
Joyce Beeston
Mrs Margaret Beim
Dr J Carpenter
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Clare Cull
Mr Stephen Deverill
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J Dillon
Jean Ebbon
Eleonore Ebeling
Barbara Elks
Mr Peter Gwynne
Mrs Jillian Hardie
Mrs Val Hawes
Dave Horton
Jenny Irvine
Mrs Gisela Mayer
Pam Moss
Mrs Bonnie Naish
Mrs Peggy Patrick
Jan Perkins
Mrs Elizabeth Petts
Mrs Sheila Preece
Ulrich Prutz
Mrs Gita Reed
Mrs Monica Roach
Mrs Nan Robertson
Monica Sharp
Ms Gill Smith
Mrs MC Stilwell
Mrs Anne Tilt
Claire Warren
P Williams
Sussex
John Newton
Bromhead

Mr Ben Burtenshaw
Mrs M Carrington
Mr John Cook
Mr John Davies
Mr J Derrick
Liz Dewar
Mrs Mavis Druce
Mrs Pauline Dunnill
Joyce Fenton
Mrs J Fenwick
Mrs Dorothy Forsyth
Mr John Gough
Barbara Granger
Mr Frank Griffin
Mrs Denise Groves
Mrs Lynn Jenkins
Robert Jenkins
Mrs Jm Lennard
Mr Tom Martin
Ms Linda Meekings
Mrs Jenny Morgan
Mrs Carol Morrison
Simon Page
Mrs Valerie Parker
Mrs Barbara Reeves
Mr Colin Reeves
Mr Peter Rowell
Miss Mary Sharp
Mr Colin Squires

Francine TalbotLimbrey
Mrs V TuckerWilliams
Janice Ware
Warwickshire
Mrs Val Baker
Mr Keith Beswick
Mrs Pamela Betton
Heather Bissenden
Jeffrey Bissenden
Mrs Angela Bowen
Susan Cannaby
Mr David Collins
Mrs PD Croft
John Crompton
Mrs Janet Doherty
Mr John Elks
Mrs Ruth Fauchon
Mrs Dinah Fuhr
Gerald Gregory
Mrs Jane Gregory
Mrs Dorothy Hackett
Mr Brian Hales
Mr Adam Harvey
Gill Hocking
Mrs Joyce Lackey
Christine Lewis
Chris Lynn

Mr Mike Lynn
Mr John Morris
Mrs Meg Naish
Mrs Cynthia Parker
Freda Perks
Mr James Pointon
Lynda Sabin
Marjorie Saddington
Mr Tony Scott
Mrs S Southall
Mr Graham Tait
Mrs Felicity White
Westmorland
Mrs Dorothy Bayliss
Angela Davenport
Mrs J Wilson
Wiltshire
Christine Andrew
Mr Dr Hester
Duncan Montgomery
Mr John Sweeney
Worcestershire
Mrs G Brettle
Lynn Craig
Yorkshire
Christopher Acomb
Diana Barrett
Mrs M Bartlett

Mrs Jean Beever
Mrs Susan Bell
Stephen Berson
Mrs Jane Booth
Mr Andrew Boswell
Mrs M Dunne
Mrs H Eade
Judith Edmondson
Mr Brian Fisher
Mr DM Forster
Mrs G Forster
Mrs Linda Gall
Mr Richard Jackson
Mr John Kingdom
Mrs M Macarthur
Mrs Joyce McEwen
Mr Robert McEwen
Pat Moore
Mr George Pitt
Mrs Jean Reed
Mr Stefan Reiss
Mr David Sadler
Ann Shelton
Mr Colin Stephenson
Mrs Pauline Stout
Audrey Walford
Mrs H Walker
Mr N Woodhead r
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REALLY EASY
SPRING
BREAK

Club Bidding Quiz
by Julian Pottage

Answers to Problems on Page 21

DERBY
The Hallmark Midland Hotel
Midland Road, Derby DE1 2SQ
( 01332 345894

W
Hand 1
´ Q 10 4
™ Q8632
t Q 10 2
®98

N
E
S
1NT Dble Pass

?

Pass. Partner’s double
shows a minimum of 15
points, giving your side
the balance of power.
With the advantage for your side of the
opening lead as well, you expect 1NT
doubled to fail. If you bid 2™, while that
would show a five-card heart suit, it would
also indicate a weaker hand than you hold.

Hand 4
´ K Q 10 7 5 4
™AQ5
t 10 2
®J8

W

N

1´
?

2™

E

S
1t
Pass 3t

Pass. You would happily have competed to 2´.
The actual bidding has
taken the level higher than your comfort
zone. You are unlikely to have a nine-card fit
(partner would bid 2´ on most hands with
three spades), so the three level is likely to be
too high for you.

The hotel package is £143 per person
W

with no single supplement.
Make reservations directly
with the hotel.

Bridge fees: £40 per person
Four sessions of bridge plus two
days half-board at this historic hotel
opposite Derby railway station.
The event starts with dinner on
Friday evening at 6.30pm followed
by the first session of bridge. A
bridge lesson on Saturday morning
followed by play sessions in the
afternoon and evening. Finally on
Sunday a Swiss Pairs event with a
break for a light lunch. The event
finishes around 3.30pm.

ENTRIES LIMITED TO 60 PEOPLE
(RESIDENTS ONLY)
Suitable for students in their
first or second year of learning.

Entries & enquiries to
EBU Competitions
Department
( 01296 317 203 / 219

Hand 2
´ AJ6
™Q4
tKQ84
®AQ85

N

Dble 2®
?

E
2´

S
1NT
Pass

3´. By bidding 2´
freely, partner has
shown some values.
Since you have three-card spade support,
which you might not have, and about 3
points more than you have promised, a
simple raise is in order. Passing would be
overly cautious, while a jump to 4´
could be punishing partner for competing the part-score.

Hand 3
´ KQ4
™AKQJ4
t KQ32
®K

W
2®
?

N
E
Pass 2t

S
Pass

2™. Having already
shown a very strong
hand, there is no need to
jump. You simply show
your best suit to explore for the best fit. It
would be wrong, with this shape, to rebid
2NT just to show your point count.

W
Hand 5
´Q3
™ K 10 8 5 4
t K 10 7 3 2
® 10

N

1™. With a five-card
major, you should show
the hearts before supporting diamonds. Apart
from the fact that the limit might be ten
tricks in either denomination, bidding both
suits will help partner judge how well the
hands fit.

W
Hand 6
´ Q53
™ 85
t K 10 7 3 2
®872

N
1™

E
1´

S
Pass

?

2´. You can happily raise
an overcall with threecard support as partner
will normally have five
cards or more in the suit. By raising the
bidding just one level, you make life much
more difficult for the opener than if you
passed. Partner will not place you with a
good hand because you would cue-bid 2™ if
you had a sound raise.
r

HEARD AT HUDDERSFIELD BRIDGE CLUB

www.reallyeasybridge.com

Declarer: ‘How do you show length?’
Defender: ‘We don’t. We give count.’
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S
Pass

?

or e-mail comps@ebu.co.uk
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BERNARD MAGEE
Filmed Live at Haslemere Festival
2011

2012

1 Ruffing for Extra Tricks

7 Leads

This seminar deals with declarer’s use of ruffing
to generate extra tricks and then looks at how the
defenders might counteract this.

Bernard takes you through all the basic leads and the
importance of your choice of lead. If you start to think
not just about your hand, but about your partner’s too,
then you will get much better results.

2 Competitive Tricks
This seminar focuses on competitive auctions from the
perspective of the overcalling side to start with and
then from the perspective of the opening side in the
second part.

3 Making the Most of High Cards
This seminar helps declarer to use his high cards more
carefully and then looks at how defenders should care
for their precious high cards.

4 Identifying & Bidding Slams
The first half of this seminar is about identifying when
a slam might be on – one of the hardest topics
to teach. The second half covers some of the
techniques used to bid slams.

5 Play & Defence of 1NT Contracts
This seminar looks at the most common and
yet most feared of contracts: 1NT. The first half
looks at declaring the contract and the second
part puts us in the defenders’ seats.

8 Losing Trick Count
A method of hand evaluation for when you find a fit.
Bernard deals with the basics of the losing trick count
then looks at advanced methods to hone your bidding.

9 Making a Plan as Declarer
Bernard explains how to make a plan then expands on
how to make the most of your long suits. The first half
deals with no-trumps, the second with suit contracts.

10 Responding to 1NT
This seminar deals with Transfers and Stayman in
detail. The 1NT opening comes up frequently, so having
a good, accurate system of responses is paramount.

11 Signals & Discards
This seminar deals with Count, Attitude
and Suit-preference signals: aiming to get
you working as a partnership in defence.

12 Endplays

6 Doubling & Defence
against Doubled Contracts
The first half of this seminar explores penalty
doubles and the second half discusses the
defence against doubled contracts.

Bernard takes you through the basics of the
technique before showing some magical hands
where you take extra tricks from defenders. In the
second half, Bernard looks at how to avoid being
endplayed as a defender.

DVDs

DVDs

Each £25. Boxed Set of 6 £100

Each £25. Boxed Set of 6 £100

Make your cheque payable to Mr Bridge and send to: Mr Bridge, Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2TH

01483 489961

www.mrbridge.co.uk/mrbridge-shop

Fax 01483 797302

