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Sally Bugden, Chairman
IN THE June 2012 issue we set aside a great
deal of space in this magazine to provide
you with information on why the EBU
wished to register as a charity, what it meant
to you and what it would involve for our
organisation. You will remember that the
Charity Commission does not recognise our
international representation as a charitable
objective and we had plans to set up a
separate company with only one purpose –
to fund international representation.
I reported that we would be undertaking a
consultation with our counties about
this change in the EBU’s structure and we
did this, discussing it in detail at the County
Chairmen’s meeting in July of this year. At
that meeting we also considered the
difficulties we were facing in funding the
Internationals through a separate company
and we outlined another potential option
which the Board needed to investigate and
that we would report back on at the Annual
General Meeting in October. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all of those
who took part in the consultation about
registering as a charity and the support that
has been shown for the project.
The Board did fully explore both the
original and potential options and reported
the following to the shareholders in
October.
Within the original option – registering
the whole of the EBU as a charity – there
were three methods by which the Internationals business could be funded:
1. By a portion of the P2P membership
subscription;
2. By placing Broadfields in the Internationals business and the charitable
EBU paying them rent;
3. By trading activities.
We considered Option 1 to be inappropriate.
It required Shareholder approval each
year for a split of the subscription, making
long term planning very difficult for the
Internationals business.
Option 2 would generate a tax charge on

the rental income, i.e. we would suddenly
have introduced a new cost of £20K to £40K
from nowhere. This was unacceptable.
We thought we could generate sufficient
income for Option 3 by placing the Bridge
Shop, Licences and Sim Pairs in the International business. It is part of Charity Law
that they would have to bring with them a
fair share of overheads. This would require
another trading area, say Competitions, to
fund this and this in turn would bring more
overheads. So Option 3 was also financially
unsustainable and by the time we finished
the charitable EBU would look nothing like
we originally planned. So it is with regret
that we find ourselves unable to complete
our original plan.
So what next? We still want to develop
everything that I set out in my editorial in
June. We believe that our two charitable
objectives are a core part of the EBU’s
operations:
1. The promotion of amateur sport –
which essentially is adult education;
2. The advancement of education –
which essentially is education for
younger people in schools, colleges
and universities.
The first objective allows us to raise funds
for the development of bridge in England –
teaching new players, TD training, teacher
training, club support and research on
health benefits. The second objective
allows the inclusion of our existing Youth
and Education Trust.
We are investigating the best way to
achieve this with the Charity Commission
and we will report back to our shareholders
and our members when we have more
definite news.
So we are still on track to achieve
charitable status for some elements of our
work, which seems appropriate in this,
the time of goodwill. I wish you all a
joyful festive season and a happy and
healthy 2013. Until next time, enjoy your
r
bridge.
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Xmas Quiz

by Andrew Robson

2012 Christmas Competition
We are delighted that this year’s Quizmaster is Andrew Robson – no introduction needed!
Entries must reach the Editor (23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk) not later than 5th January 2013.
The first correct entry out of a hat will win a luxury Pellissier card table; bridge books will be sent to second and third.

Section A (Questions 1-4)
You are South in each problem. Which of
the three selected bids would you find at
the key moment and why? You are playing
duplicate pairs and neither side is vulnerable.
You will be given a mark out of 10 for
your choice (10 for the correct answer –
in Andrew’s judgement).

1. ´ A Q 9 7 5

™ A K J 7 5 t K 4 3 ® Void

West

North

East

Pass

3´

Pass

South
1´
?

What call do you make?
(A) 4®; (B) 6´; (C) 4™.

__________

Section B (Questions 5-8)
Which of the following three South
hands would bid according to the
sequence given? What should the other
two do differently? Assume you are playing duplicate pairs and neither side is
vulnerable.
You will get 6 marks for the correct
answer – in Andrew’s judgement, and 2
marks each for giving the correct alternative bidding for the other hands.

5.

__________

2. ´ Q 9 7 3
West
1´

™ K J 10 7 t K 7 ® 9 7 6
North
Dble

East
Pass

South
?

8.

What call do you make?
(A) 4™; (B) Pass; (C) 4®.

West

North

2™

Pass

East
1™
Pass

South
Dble
2´

(A) ´ A J 10 6 4 ™ 4 t K J 9 7 ® A J 7
(B) ´ A Q J 8 3 ™ 7 t A K 6 ® K J 8 7
(C) ´ A K Q 4 ™ 7 6 t A K 6 ® Q 10 5 3
__________

What call do you make?
(A) 2™; (B) 3™; (C) 1NT.

6.

__________

3. ´ Void

™ 7 5 4 2 t A Q 8 3 ® Q 10 9 7 4

West

North

3™

Pass

East
1™
Pass

South
Pass
?

West

Pass
2®1
Pass
2NT
1 Stayman
2 Showing clubs

7.

™ J 7 3 t Q 5 ® K J 10 8 2
North

East

1´

2™

3´

www.ebu.co.uk

Dble2
Pass

South
1NT
2´
3NT

__________

__________

West

East

(A) ´ A J 10 4 ™ 4 3 t Q J 9 7 ® K Q 7
(B) ´ A 6 4 3 ™ K Q 8 t A J 8 2 ® 8 7
(C) ´ A K 8 4 ™ 7 6 t A J 6 3 ® J 8 3

What call do you make?
(A) Pass; (B) 4®; (C) 3NT.

4. ´ Q 9 4

North

South
Pass
?

West

North

2™

3®

East
1t
4™

South
2®
5®

(A) ´ J 10 4 ™ Void t K Q 10 8 ® K J 10 7 5 3
(B) ´ 8 3 2 ™ K t A 6 3 ® A K 8 7 4 2
(C) ´ A Q 10 2 ™ 6 t 9 6 ® K Q 10 5 3 2

West

North

East

Pass
Pass

1NT
2´

Pass
Pass

South
1´
2t
2NT

(A) ´ A K 9 7 ™ 10 8 t A K J 7 ® J 7 3
(B) ´ A Q 9 8 3 ™ 4 t A Q 9 7 ® K Q 8
(C) ´ A K 9 4 2 ™ A 9 t A J 9 8 ® J 8
__________

Section C (Questions 9-10)
On the final two questions (still playing
pairs) you are again South. The opponents have bid unopposed and you are
considering doubling the final contract.
On both questions, one of the three
hands given represents a relatively clear
double; one hand is the sort of double
that might well work well (but might
not); the third is a poorly judged double.
Identify all three for 10 marks.
Five marks for getting the clear double
but putting the others the wrong way
round (again, all in the judgement of
Andrew).

9.

West

North

1NT
3NT

Pass
Pass

East
1´
2NT
Pass

South
Pass
Pass
Dble

(A) ´ K J 6 ™ J 10 9 8 3 t 6 ® A 7 4 3
(B) ´ A 8 4 3 2 ™ Q 9 7 t J 6 4 ® A K
(C) ´ A K J 9 4 ™ 3 t 8 5 ® 10 9 4 3 2
__________

10. West

North

2®1
3™
1 Stayman

Pass
Pass

East
1NT
2™
4™

South
Pass
Pass
Dble

(A) ´ J 10 9 6 ™ Void t 8 7 5 4 3 2 ® 4 3 2
(B) ´ 8 7 ™ A 8 5 2 t 8 6 ® Q J 10 4 3
(C) ´ Q 7 ™ Q 10 8 6 t Q 5 ® K J 10 3 2 r
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Are you
65 or over?
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Apply
today

Covance need people like you to take part
in our forthcoming clinical trials.

Please call 0113 394 5200 or visit
www
www.testwiththebest.co.uk
.testwiththebest.co.uk today
today..
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Pairs Tactics

by Andrew Robson

Quick or Slow Defence?
BROADLY SPEAKING, defences fall into
two categories: quick and slow. If there is a
long, strong suit in dummy that will
provide declarer with discards for his
losers, the defence must take their tricks
quickly. If there is no such suit, the
defenders are generally well advised to sit
back and wait for tricks to come to them:
for each time a defender breaks open a
new suit, it costs about half a trick (in
other words it costs a trick about half the
time).
When I am considering my opening lead
I think primarily: ‘Will dummy have a trick
source?’ If the answer is probably ‘Yes’, I
attack, leading aggressively from suits such
as K-J-x-x. If the answer is probably ‘No’, I
lead passively from suits such as J-10-x (the
jack) or 9-8-x-x (the eight). I might well
lead trumps if I think that dummy might
have a ruffing value (the secondary threat
to a source of discards).
In truth, much of this thinking is
common to both teams/rubber and pairs,
although I err more on the side of
passivity at pairs (I hate to give a trick on
the lead and let them make an extra
overtrick, crucial at pairs).
Here is your hand as West.
Not particularly in´ 642
spiring, but you have a
™ 10 9 4
crucial role to play –
t J62
it’s your opening lead
® KJ82
versus 4´. What would
be your choice?
I hope you didn’t
take that question seriously. Before you
can answer, you need to know how the
opponents got there! Here are three
possible auctions:

Auction A
North South
1´
2t
3´
Pass
4´

Auction B
North
South
1´
2®
2´
4´
Pass

Auction C
North
South
1´
2´
3®
4´
Pass

In Auction (A) there is a grave danger that
dummy will table a trick source in
diamonds – your holding of tJ-x-x makes
it likely the suit is splitting well for
declarer. You need to attack – yes, even at
pairs – leading the two of clubs. The
opponents have bid strongly – note
South’s jump to 3´ - and I would not be
surprised if declarer held six spade tricks,
five diamond tricks and perhaps the aceking of hearts (but be missing the ace-king
of clubs which is why they didn’t go
slamming). Your club trick(s) will very
likely run away if you don’t take them now.
In Auction (B) I am not overly concerned
about dummy having a trick source –
because you largely have the clubs covered.
I would opt for the ten of hearts, top of a
(yes, somewhat uninspiring) sequence.
My main aim is passivity but, who knows,
it may result in setting up some defensive
heart tricks.
In Auction (C) South is, perhaps unwisely, advertising a club worry, perhaps
four weakish cards. North’s jump to 4´
implies he can do something with those
club losers which, given your strength,
rates to be ruffing them. So lead the two of

ADVERTISEMENTS
Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English Bridge) take all
reasonable precautions to protect the interests of readers by ensuring as far as practicable that advertisements
in the pages of English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking in respect of claims made by advertisers, whether these advertisements are printed as part of the magazine, or are in the form of inserts. Legal remedies are available if redress is sought, and readers who have complaints should address them to the advertiser or should consult a local Trading Standards Office, or a Citizens’
Advice Bureau, or their own solicitors. Readers should note that prices advertised may not be accurate due to
currency exchange rate fluctuations, or tax changes.
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spades in an effort to cut down those ruffs
(the trump lead is likely also passive).

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer South.
´ A3
™ KQ9632
t Q73
® Q9
42
´ J 10 5
N
J74
™ 10 8
W
E
S
A5
t KJ82
J 10 6 5 4 2
® K873
´ KQ9876
™ A5
t 10 9 6 4
® A

West

North

East

Pass
Pass

2™
4´

Pass
All Pass

South
1´
2´

As West you hear the opponents reach 4´
confidently, with dummy having shown at
least five hearts. Your ™J-x-x holding looks
pretty lousy, so you should worry that if
you don’t take your tricks quickly, they
may disappear.
On the ®J lead, a slow, passive lead,
declarer will make all thirteen tricks, winning the ace, drawing trumps then running
hearts. Six trumps, six hearts and the ®A
get the job done. West should lead the tA.
If East discourages, West should switch to
the ®J, taking whatever comes his way
before packing up and moving on to the
next deal. In fact, though, trick one goes
tA, t3, t8, t4. With East encouraging,
West continues with the t5. East wins with
the tJ, then cashes the tK felling the tQ,
West discarding a discouraging ®2. Now
comes the Coup de Grâce. Seeing no tricks
outside trumps, East tries for an Uppercut,
leading his fourth diamond. West trumps
in with his lowly ´4 and this forces out the
´A. Now ´J-10-x has to score a trick. Down
one.
r
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Bournemouth
Bridge Holidays
Set on Bournemouth’s East Cliff overlooking the bay this is the ideal
location for your bridge holiday.
2013 Dates
29th Mar – 1st Apr x 3 nts
7th Jun – 9th Jun x 2 nts

£255.00
£174.00

2nd Aug – 5th Aug x 3nts
6th Sept – 8th Sept x 2nts
25th Oct – 27th Oct x 2nts

£264.00
£174.00
£168.00

All our holidays are run by EBU trained directors and include prizes, drinks
reception and daily refreshments.
For more information and to check availability
please contact us on 01202 552111 or email:

reservations@dayshotelbournemouth.co.uk
www.dayshotelbournemouth.co.uk
Bridge licensed by the EBU.
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Bridge Fiction

by David Bird

John Hutson’s Clever Play
THE DAY of the historic first match
against Channing girls school had arrived.
The encounter would be a modest affair,
with each team fielding one pair who were
over 16 years old and one who were under
16. The Cholmeley team was headed by
Harry Walsh-Atkins and Charles Bucknell,
two black-jacketed prefects from the sixth
form. Their somewhat nervous younger
team-mates were Neil Phillips and John
Hutson.
The Matron had insisted on a team
inspection before the girls arrived. ‘You all
look very smart,’ she observed, as she
walked along the line. She paused when
she came to Neil Phillips. ‘Tighten your tie
a little bit, will you?’ she said. ‘You don’t
want to let the team down on an important occasion like this.’
The first set saw the Cholmeley fourthformers facing the Channing sixthformers.
‘Well, this is exciting,’ said the slim,
golden-haired West player. ‘I’m Jane and
my partner is Charlotte.’
Neil Phillips, whose only sibling was a
younger brother, felt his cheeks redden.
‘I’m Phillips and he’s Hutson,’ he replied.
‘Very formal!’ Jane Forrest exclaimed.
‘Don’t you boys have first names?’
‘I’m Neil and he’s John,’ came the reply.
‘We don’t normally use first names at
school.’

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer East.
´ A K 10 8 7 2
™ 6
t Q73
® 854
96
´ QJ53
N
K 10 7 5 4 2
™ AQJ98
W
E
J 10 5
t K96
S
10 9
® 6
´ 4
™ 3
t A842
® AKQJ732

www.ebu.co.uk

West
Jane
Forrest

North
Neil
Phillips

4™
4´
All Pass

East
Charlotte
Smythe
1™
Dble

South
John
Hutson
2®
5®

Jane Forrest led a heart to her partner’s ace
and a trump was returned. John Hutson,
who was as unfamiliar as his partner with
the company of attractive girls, struggled
to maintain his concentration. He won
with the ace of trumps and drew a second
round of the suit. Right, the eight of
trumps was an entry to dummy. If spades
broke 3-3, which was not very likely after
East’s earlier double, he would be able to
set up the suit with a ruff. He could then
return to dummy to discard all his
diamond losers.
Both defenders followed to the ace and
king of spades, declarer throwing a
diamond. These cards were still to be
played:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

10 8 7 2
—
Q73
8

—
K 10 7 4 2
N
W
E
J 10 5
S
—
´ —
™ —
t A84
® QJ732

´
™
t
®

QJ
QJ9
K96
—

When a third round of spades was led from

the dummy, East followed with the queen.
Hutson was about to ruff in his hand
when an interesting thought occurred to
him. Perhaps he should throw another
diamond instead! If the spades were 3-3,
he would still make eleven tricks. If East
had started with four spades and held the
king of diamonds as part of her opening
bid, she would surely be stuck for an exit
card!
Hutson pushed the trump back into his
hand and discarded a low diamond.
Charlotte Smythe did not like the look of
this at all. How could such a small boy find
a clever play like that? Declarer surely held
the ace of diamonds, so a diamond return
from the king would cost a trick. If she
played the jack of spades instead, the boy
would ruff and dummy’s last two spades
would be set up for diamond discards. It
seemed that her only chance was to find
declarer with another heart.
When East exited with the queen of
hearts, John Hutson faced his remaining
cards. ‘I can throw my last diamond loser
and ruff in the dummy,’ he said.
Charlotte Smythe looked across at her
partner. ‘It works better if you lead the
king of hearts, to look at the dummy,’ she
said. ‘If you do that, you can switch to the
jack of diamonds at trick two.’
Jane Forrest turned towards the young
declarer. ‘Does that defence beat it?’ she
asked.
John Hutson had not been following the
girls’ conversation. He had been enjoying
the moment as he entered an outsized
‘400’ in the plus column of his scorecard.
Conquering his shyness, he looked the
glamorous West player in the eye. ‘I think
r
so,’ he replied.

Free trial & Special subscription rates for EBU members
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New venues and old favourites for 2013

$

March 11th – 15th
March

£275

TTorquay
orquay - 4 nights
...very much appreciated last year

%

!

" 8

!

#
!#

April 2nd – 9th

"

£847

Barcelona
Bar
celona - 7 nights
...new venue with great sight seeing

April 15th – 19th
8
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£297

York
Y
ork - 4 nights
...new city centre venue

May 17th – 27th

£947
£94
7

Madeiraa - 10 night
Madeir
nights
g ts

...south west off the
h islan
island,
i l dd, beautiful and peaceful

JJune
une 3r
3rd
d – 13th
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Padova,Italy
Padova,Italy - 10 nights
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...fantastic hotel, excursions to Venice,
Venice, Vicenza
Vicenza and Padova
Padov
a a
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une 25th – 5th JJuly
ulyy

Montecatini, TTuscany
uscany - 10 nights

£997

...beautiful spa town, lovely hotel, lots to do and see

JJuly
uly 13th – 20th JJersey
ersey

#

7 nights (plus flights or ferries)
...new venue on the rural outskirts of St Hellier

September 3r
3rd
d – 12th
Filzmoos,, Austria - 9 nights 
Filzmoos

£537
£897

...picturesque flat Austrian village,
village, beautiful walking
walking area

September 16th – 26th

£1147

Padova,
Padova, Italy - 10 nights

...close to Venice,
Venice, great full board dining, lovely warm
warm pool
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October 4th – 14th

Montecatini - 10 nights
...lovely hotel, see Florence,
Florence, Pisa and Lucca

October 28th – Nov 1st
Harr
Harrogate
ogate 4 nights

£1047
£10
47
£297
£297

...explore this historic spa town from the Majestic Hotel

November 15th – 29th
Sliema, Malta - 7/14 nights
...ideal for some winter sunshine

£697/£997

TTBA
BA
A

December Lanzar
Lanzarote
ote 14 nights
groups
Discounts for gr
oups of 4+

0800
0
800 41010
4101021
021

For
For a br
brochure
ochure Call:
Email: harry@accoladeholidays.co.uk
harry@accoladeholidays.co.uk
www.accoladeholidays.co.uk
.acccoladeholidays.co
co.uk
or visit www

ATOL No 6465
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Heather’s Hints

by Heather Dhondy

Be Cautious Without a Fit
N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ 10 5 4
™ A72
t Q43
® KQ86
N
W

E

3t. Therefore it is safe for him to compete
to 3´.
The lead is the five of diamonds, won by
East’s ace. The tJ is returned (a suitpreference signal for a heart), and your king
is ruffed by West, who now leads the jack
of hearts. How do you plan the play?
This is where you’re at:

S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

KQJ83
8654
K 10
A4

10 5 4
A72
Q
KQ86
N

West

North

East

Pass
Pass

2®
3´

3t
All Pass

South
1´
Pass

PLAYING TEAMS, what call do you make
with the South cards after East’s 3t?
Without the intervention you would
have rebid 2™; however, here the bidding
has forced you up a level and with a
minimum hand and a poor second suit,
you are better off passing. From North’s
point of view, it becomes more likely that
you now hold five spades, since otherwise
you would have a strong no-trump type
hand and would have taken action over

E

W
S

´
™
t
®

KQJ83
8654
—
A4

Are you tempted to win this trick in order
to stop East overtaking to play another
diamond?
There are many problems on this hand to
think about. If you lose two heart tricks you
will be defeated, therefore you must hope
that East holds the ace of trumps and not
more than two hearts. You know East holds

the queen of hearts, and if it is doubleton,
you must duck this trick (if it is singleton,
it doesn’t matter whether you duck or win).
Win the heart continuation (or ruff high if
East overtakes and plays a diamond) and
play a trump. When East wins with the ace,
you can ruff the next diamond high and
draw trumps (East having two).
You now have a complete count of the
distribution. East must have begun with
just a doubleton heart since if he held a
third one, he would have cashed you down
when in with the trump ace. You know that
he also began with two trumps and seven
diamonds, leaving him with two clubs. This
means that West is in sole charge of guarding both hearts and clubs and will be
squeezed when you run all your trumps.
This was the full deal:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

976
K J 10 9
5
J9532
´
™
t
®

10 5 4
A72
Q43
KQ86
´
N
W
E ™
S
t
®
KQJ83
8654
K 10
A4

A2
Q3
AJ98762
10 7

‘BRIDGE LICENSED BY THE EBU ’
When you see this in an advertisement in the magazine it means:

•
•
•
•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and received, a licence.
They may choose to give master points in accordance with EBU scales.
These master points will be accepted and added to player records.
The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations and bye laws, thus
affording all players the protection of playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU.
All County events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Any events licensed by another National Bridge Organisation will
not be able to have master points credited to members’ records save for
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland with whom the EBU have a
reciprocal agreement.

www.ebu.co.uk

Heather’s Hints

•
•

Don’t rush to win a trick in order
to overcome one problem when
there may be others further on in
the play.
If the opponents pre-empt in the
auction, depriving you of one level
of bidding space, you should be
inclined to take the push if you
have found a fit, but be more
cautious if you have not.
r
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Excel Bridge

Mike Swanson Presents

DIAMOND BRIDGE

For the very best in Luxury Bridge Breaks

Our prices are inclusive of bridge costs.

Early Weekend Breaks in 2013
Spectacular setting right on the Thames

The Swan, STREATLEY
Jan 25-27/28 £225/255

Full of traditional charm and elegance

Malabar Coast aboard Seven Seas Voyager
28th March 2013 - 21 nights all-inclusive from £6769
A 4-night tour to the Angkor Wat temple complex in
Cambodia, then 17 nights on the 6-star Seven Seas
Voyager from Bangkok to Mumbai. Price includes flights,
transfers, excursions, all drinks on board & gratuities ***

The Hydro, EASTBOURNE
Feb 15-17/18 £204/243

Stunning views across the Thames Valley

Blunsdon House, BLUNSDON
Mar 29-Apr 1 (Easter) £267

Ring NOW for a copy of
our full 2013 programme

Biar, Spain
14th May 2013 - 7 nights half-board from £515 + flights
The Hotel Villa de Biar is situated in the heart of the old
part of the medieval town of Biar, only an hour away from
Alicante and its busy coast in an area of tranquil beauty
amidst the hills of Sierra Mariole. *

Telephone: 0117 9246292
Website: www.excelbridge.co.uk

“Excel for Excellence”
Generous Prizes • Quality Hotels • Bridge licensed by the EBU

Seefeld, Austria
8th June 2013 - 14 nights half-board from £1114 + flights
The Hotel Seespitz-Zeit is the only hotel in the delightful
Tyrolean resort of Seefeld that is set right by the lake, yet
is just a short stroll from the centre of the village. *
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Venice, Greece, Turkey & Croatia
7th September 2013 - 14 night cruise from £1218 + flights
A cruise aboard the Norwegian Jade from Venice to Dubrovnik,
Piraeus (Athens), Izmir (Ephesus), Split, Corfu, Santorini,
Mykonos, Katakolon (Olympia), and back to Venice. *

Kos, Greece
October 2013 - 14 nights half-board
The 5-star Hotel Palazzo del Mare is a beautiful hotel set
by a sandy beach on this sunny Greek island. All ground
floor rooms have their own private steps into the
magnificent swimming pool. *
* Fully bonded under ATOL 3200 held by Cresta World Travel Ltd ABTA A9415
*** Payments to Cresta World Travel Ltd ABTA A9415, agents for Regent Seven Seas ATOL 5584

Bridge licensed by the EBU

Diamond Bridge
email: info@diamondbridge.co.uk www.diamondbridge.co.uk

Tel: 01928 790080
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Director Please!

by Mike Swanson

The Director is on John’s Side
‘I’M REALLY sorry about that last hand, I
should have been a bit braver and bid 4´
over their 4™,’ said John apologetically.
‘Never mind partner, I did hesitate over
4™ before it was passed round to you as I
had also thought of bidding 4´ so, if you
had bid 4´ we would probably still be
under the scrutiny of the Director and
neither of us would want that. Anyway
apart from that hand we are doing very
well and, you never know, you might get a
chance to be brave later on,’ replied Julie
cryptically.

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer West.
´ Q832
™ A
t J 10 7 4
® KJ32
A K J 10
´ Void
Q J 10 8 4 3 N ™ K 9 7 5 2
W
E
Q
t A986532
S
85
® A
´ 97654
™ 6
t K
® Q 10 9 7 6 4

‘Director! I want to reserve my rights!’
bellowed East at the end of the auction.
‘There’s no need for that,’ retorted West
as he stared lovingly at his ´A-K-J-10, but
by now the Director was at the table.
‘I agree that there’s no need for that,’
said the Director. ‘Shouting that you want
to reserve your rights is unnecessary and
just causes antagonism. Next time you
need to call me please do so a little less
heatedly.’
Suitably admonished, East explained:
‘Julie made a slow take-out double of my
partner’s opening bid and then John
found a 6´ bid over my 6™.’
After getting agreement from Julie that
she had paused before doubling. the
Director said: ‘Not all hesitations convey
unauthorised information that partner has
to beware of. All that can be gleaned is that
Julie did not think that her take-out double
was absolutely clear-cut, which could be for
all sorts of reasons. I do not see how this can
persuade John that bidding 6´ is a good
idea. However, if at the end of the hand you
want to debate the matter further, I shall be
happy to return to the table.’

‘I very much doubt that we shall want to
trouble you again,’ said West who was
confident that John’s bid had got them out
of a horrible mess.
West led his singleton tQ and in no
time at all the defence had taken four
trump tricks and the two minor suit aces
and John had to concede an 1100 penalty.
When they opened the traveller, they
discovered that most tables had not
reached the slam so, although their 1100
penalty had beaten a couple of 1430s, it
was still a poor score for John and Julie.
‘Partner, that was the bravest bid I have
seen you make. Well done!’ said Julie, who
then continued while glaring in the direction of East. ‘Personally I think my hesitation might have deterred you from bidding 6´ as, if anything, a slow double
reduced the likelihood of me having a
four-card spade suit.’
‘I agree,’ said the Director who had
returned to the table just in case.
John just didn’t know how to react when
even the Director seemed to be on his side
so he just sat there wondering if his bravery
merited a special reward.
r

CONVENTIONS IN A NUTSHELL
West
1™
Dble

North
Julie
Dble
Pass

East
6™
Pass

South
John
6´
Pass

Over West’s 1™ Julie pondered a while
before doubling as, although she had the
perfect distribution for a take-out double,
she did only have 11 points, four of which
were her ™A. Not to be outdone, East also
took a while before deciding upon the
direct approach by bidding 6™.
John looked at his hand and wondered
whether now was the time to be brave. The
vulnerability was certainly favourable but
was 6™ going to make? He knew that his
opponents were a strong pair so he decided
that they did know what they were doing
and therefore he risked bidding 6´.
www.ebu.co.uk

by Jeremy Dhondy

UNUSUAL NO-TRUMP
Rating: HHHHH in the right hands but H when played by some!
Definition: Bidding no-trumps to show
a two-suiter when it is better to do this
than play it as natural, or when it can’t
reasonably be natural. Examples: (1´) –
2NT; Pass – (1™) – Pass – (1´) – 1NT.
A good convention for finding saves
(or sometimes making contracts!)
A bad convention because it gives
away a lot about your hand if opponents play the contract.
You should aim to have at least a 5-5
distribution and reasonable quality
suits. Hands with bad suits and

•

•
•

•

•

•

honours in the short suits are less
good for the unusual no trump.
If your opponents open 1® that
might only be two cards, make sure
you have agreed which suits a 2NT
overcall shows.
Make sure you have some agreement
as to how strong your Unusual Notrump might be if you are not a
passed hand.
When defending against an Unusual
No-trump auction, often consider a
trump lead.
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Reviews

by Paul Bowyer

Bridge Books
Winning Notrump Leads
by David Bird and Taf Anthias,
Master Point Press, £10.95,
ISBN 978-1-55494-759-1
THE BOOK that
everyone is talking
about . . . Well, not
everyone, maybe,
but it has caused a
stir amongst those
who have. The
authors have enlisted the aid of a
computer to generate masses of hands
to fit simple bidding sequences and then
have made the computer calculate what
opening lead will achieve what result on
the hand. If that’s not clear (and I realise
that it isn’t!), here is an example.
The bidding has proceeded 1NT – 3NT
by the opponents; you are on lead with:
What is your opening
´ 10 2
shot? Well, the com™ KQJ8
puter generates 5000
t A 10 6 4 3 2
deals consistent with
® 8
your hand and the
bidding, and then
analyses what would
have happened had you led any of your
thirteen cards. The results are then placed
in a table like that below:
Lead

Beats contract
(IMPs)

Average tricks
(match-points)

´10
™K
tA
t4
®8

24.8%
41.6%
28.7%
24.5%
19.9%

3.37
4.20
3.49
3.38
3.29

This table shows that, for example, leading
the ´10 will beat 3NT 24.8% of the time
and the average number of tricks your
partnership would expect over a long
period of time would be 3.37. In the
example hand above, the best lead is clearly
14
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the ™K – beating the contract 41.6% of the
time and averaging 4.2 tricks per deal.
Notice also that the tA rates to be a more
successful lead than the t4! Fourth highest
of your longest and strongest, anyone?
This book is a must-read for all students
of the game, although I think some of the
more startling conclusions have to be taken
with a pinch of salt. Remember, in all these
calculations, that the computer is working
as Deep Finesse and can see, play and
defend, all four hands double-dummy. At
the table, of course, declarer may misguess
positions and also your partner is very
likely to be less than perspicacious in
defence (at least, mine tend to be!). The
authors allude to this but perhaps don’t
give this point the weighting it deserves.
Nonetheless, this book is highly recommended for all players of intermediate
standard and above.

The Abbot,
the Witchdoctor and
the Disastrous Double
by David Bird, Master Bridge Series,
£10.99, ISBN 978-0-297-86719-7
THIS IS another book
in a series of amusing
works involving highly
unlikely characters at
the bridge table. It’s all
Victor Mollo’s fault,
he started it all off with
Bridge in the Menagerie
in 1965, since when
various authors have
taken up the reins. David Bird has penned
many of these (I believe he is now the
world’s most prolific bridge author, having
recently overtaken Terence Reese) and he is
undoubtedly one of the most successful
writers of this genre. This book, continuing
the tall tales of the monks of St Titus,
maintains the author’s high standards both
in terms of the writing and of the everinteresting hands. Recommended for all
bridge players who are looking for something to make them smile.

15 Winning
Cardplay Techniques
by David Bird and Tim Bourke,
ViviSphere $19.95,
ISBN 978-1-58776183-6
THIS IS a somewhat unwieldy
book, being consi derably larger
than most of the
others here, albeit soft-backed.
There’s a slightly
odd layout too,
with many pages
having wasted
space at the bottom, suggesting that the
publishers might have fitted this into a
smaller tome. That’s a view about the
presentation, what about the content?
Well, the chapters include such solid
card-play topics as Unblocking Plays,
Avoidance Plays, Loser-on-loser Plays and
many – actually twelve – more; there is
plenty of content within each chapter and
what is there is well presented and clearly
written. There is a good use of the quiz
format as well, making the reader think
carefully about many of the deals.
Recommended for intermediate players
looking to sharpen up their card-play
skills.

Improve Your
Slam Bidding
by Ron Klinger, Master Bridge Series,
£10.99, ISBN 978-0-297-86589-6
WE COME to three
books by the prolific
Ron Klinger (is he
trying to overtake
David Bird?). This
one though, on slam
bidding, is the weakest
of the three reviewed
here. Certainly the
book is clearly presented and well laid out (with an author of
www.ebu.co.uk

this pedigree you wouldn’t expect anything
else) but the emphasis is on system and
convention rather than on judgment. If
you are interested in how to launch
cue-bidding and how assorted forms
of Blackwood work (and the book
includes variations such as Key-card,
Exclusion, Redwood and the like), then
this may well be the book for you. However, many players already have their convention cards overburdened with systemic
toys of all manner of description and what
many players really need, in my experience, is clear guidance on when to apply
these miracles of rare device. I can’t help
feeling that this book could do with an
extra chapter or two explaining how a
partnership might, early in the auction,
assess their hands as being suitable for a
slam (or not) rather than learning all these
abstruse methods.
For dedicated partnerships only.

When to Bid,
When to Pass
by Ron Klinger, Master Bridge Series,
£10.99, ISBN 978-0-297-86772-2
THIS WAS originally
published in 2002 and
is an updated version.
It is a better book than
the previous one – at
least in my eyes – as it
covers a much more
pertinent part of the
game. It is well presented, with a very
good quiz-style format, forcing the reader
to think about his action or inaction.
Chapter 1, with its advice on opening bids,
should prove valuable reading for many
despite the slightly formulaic approach
(HLQTs, anyone?). There is, as well, some
sensible guidance in later chapters on
overcalls. To round things off nicely (and
to make the package complete) there are
deals from real-life tournaments where
good players went wrong (often by bidding too much!). For intermediate players.
Recommended.

Improve Your Play
at Trump Contracts
by Ron Klinger, Master Bridge Series,
£10.99, ISBN 978-0-86587-2
FOR ME, this is the
best of the three
Klinger books here. In
format it reminds me
a little of the 1962
Ewart Kempson and
Paul Lukacs book of
single dummy prob lems (yes, I really am
that old!), but the
twist here is that all of these hands come
from real-life tournaments. That means
you don’t have to work out which
perverted mind has sat up long into the
night thinking up evil twists to the play –
all these deals are table dealt (oh all
right, computer dealt), where the actual
declarer failed to find the best line of
play. The deals are challenging, the
explanations and analyses are clear. It’s
time for an example deal; this one
catching my eye:

´
™
t
®

6
KJ9743
A7643
2

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AKJ92
Q 10
K5
K 10 7 5

West
North
East
South
2´1
Pass
3NT
Pass
4™
All Pass
1 Weak two-suiter, black suits or red suits

North leads the ´4. Plan your play.
Did you cash the top two spades and
throw your club away? Yes, that’s what
both declarers did in a match between
Australia and Singapore in 2011. North
ruffs and unkindly plays two rounds of
trumps for one down. You have a stronger
line – what is it? No, I am not going to tell
you – you’ll have to buy the book!
For intermediate players and above.
Recommended.

BRIDGE AND GOLF GIFTS DIRECT LIMITED
Large selection of bridge and golf gifts, and bridge accessories
available online at www.bridgeandgolfgifts.co.uk

( 020 8954 8006 / 07853 066 582
Fax: 020 420 7006
E-mail: baggdirect@live.co.uk
www.ebu.co.uk

You may have noticed that I prefer cardplay books to bidding books. I find that the
latter don’t always instruct and, in any case,
much depends on basic system and style.
For me, much bidding is judgment (rather
than system or conventions) and, in any
case, bridge matches are won, by and large,
in the play of the cards. You may disagree
with this view, in which case you will
probably have much in common with the
author of the next book.

What Can Possibly
Go Wrong?
by Alan Williams, Ralentango Books,
£12, ISBN 978-0-957-16170-2
THIS IS a quirkily
written book about
the ‘Chilli’ system of
bidding, developed by
the author over some
time. Chilli is a Strong
Club based system, with
a strong emphasis on
bidding majors (especially hearts). As an
example of the off-centredness of the
Chilli approach to bidding, 1™ is the
system opening bid on these four hands:

´
™
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®

A9873
KQJ8
J93
5

´
™
t
®

QJ93
KJ94
Q85
K 10

´
™
t
®

4
K953
K3
AQ8762

´
™
t
®

KQ75
8653
3
AK53

This book is not intended for beginners –
it is intended for dedicated partnerships
who will have to work hard through it to
understand the nuances of the style and
the system. When I tell you that the
terminology includes ‘The Sandpit’, ‘Raw
Bids’, ‘Compelled Bids’ and the like, you
can see that you are not in for an easy ride.
A word of caution. In an early section of
the book the author states: ‘The first phase
of a Chilli auction tends to be mechanistic
– there is usually only one right bid, and
you should make it regardless of what
might happen later. Nothing bad will
happen so long as you stick to the book.’
To which I can only say: ‘Really?’ Anyway,
if you are intrigued by the title and the
premises of this book then feel free to buy
it and give these methods a go.
r
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Overseas Congress Report

Marmaris Scores High
by Roy Garthwaite
THE 2012 Autumn EBU Overseas
Congress was held at the Mares hotel a few
miles from Marmaris in Turkey.
Remarkably, only twenty years ago,
Marmaris was a small fishing village
situated on the Mediterranean about fifty
miles north of the island of Rhodes. Now
it is a large thriving holiday resort.
The big plus point of the Mares was its
setting by the sea with its own landing
jetty. From here it was possible to walk to
Marmaris or to Içmeler in about an hour
in the other direction. Both places could
be accessed by inexpensive water taxis
direct from the jetty.
Good weather always makes for an
enjoyable holiday and this we had in
abundance, unbroken sunshine from
breakfast until dusk with temperatures
approaching thirty centigrade.
The package was all inclusive; tea,
coffee, soft drinks, snacks and local wines
and spirits were available all day long.
All meals were buffet style. This could
involve walking considerable distances to
collect the food. In addition to the main
restaurant where there was an immense
choice for all three meals, there were three
excellent à la carte restaurants which could
be pre-booked for dinner and had welcome
waiter service. These were designated

‘Turkish’, ‘Italian’ and ‘Fish’. The last of
these was the only one which incurred a
small supplement; it was situated on a
platform over the sea and had a threepiece group playing music suitable for
dancing between courses.

One of the organised excursions was to
a Turkish restaurant in Marmaris which
participants enjoyed so much that some
returned two days later.
Just outside the hotel down by the sea
was a large sea water pool in which it was
possible to swim with dolphins.
The nearest town, Içmeler, had a market
where the price of all items was negotiable.

Turkish Delight bought at half the initial
asking price was definitely a ‘delight’ until
you found out that someone else had paid
only a quarter of the first-quoted price.
A visit to Turunç, a lovely resort, where
the Aegean Sea meets the Mediterranean
was rewarding. One could travel some ten
miles by road or better still by water taxi
for under £6. The countryside is very hilly
and covered by forests of pine trees.
One of the bridge talking-points was
this deal:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer North.
´ K J 10 9 7 4
™ QJ8
t 10 6
® 93
—
´ —
N
653
™ 10 7 2
E
W
AQ987
t KJ5432
S
10 8 7 5 2
® QJ64
´ AQ86532
™ AK94
t —
® AK

West
5t
All Pass

USA RETAIN BUFFETT CUP
THE BUFFETT CUP, held every two years, is a tournament fashioned after the Ryder
Cup in golf and usually held in the same area soon after the Ryder Cup. This year,
though, the fourth Buffett Cup was played in Omaha, the hometown of Warren
Buffett, the tournament’s namesake, before the Ryder Cup.
The Buffett format echoes that of the Ryder Cup, with individual, pair and team
events. Each team has one women’s pair and five men’s. This year’s line-up was:
Europe: Sally Brock and Nicola Smith (England); Michel and Thomas Bessis (father
and son, France); Fulvio Fantoni and Claudio Nunes (Monaco); Paul Hackett
(England) and Tom Hanlon (Ireland); Kalin Karaivanov and Rumen Trendafilov
(Bulgaria); and Ricco van Prooijen and Louk Verhees (Netherlands).
USA: Jill Levin and Jenny Wolpert; David Berkowitz and Alan Sontag; Curtis Cheek
and Marc Jacobus; Joe Grue and Brad Moss; Bob Hamman and Justin Lall; and John
Hurd and Joel Wooldridge.
The USA had won two of the previous three Buffett tournaments and has added
another win this year, beating Europe with a score of 107-103 Buffett points.
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North
2t
5´

East
3t
Pass

South
4t
7´

The 2t opener was Multi. Those Souths
who ‘knew’ that partner must have a weak
two in hearts got a lucky large score when
they jumped to 6™ or 7™. Although the
diamond force had to be taken in the long
trump hand, they made thirteen tricks
because of the 3-3 trump split.
With good weather, pleasant playing
conditions, convivial socialisation and
excellent bridge management from the
usual team – complemented by Lindsey
from Bridge Overseas – this Autumn
Congress was a pronounced success.
Perhaps the Grand Hotel on Lake Garda
in 2013 will live up to its name and be
even better – but before that there is
Fuerteventura in February.
r
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Traps for the Unwary

by Michael Byrne

Pre-empting (or Making Life Difficult for Opponents)
EVERYONE IS familiar with the basic idea
behind a pre-emptive call – it shows a bad
hand and a long suit – but many urban
myths have sprung up around this and it is
often not easy to untangle the truth from
the legend . . .
A textbook opening pre-empt shows a
seven-card suit and denies the strength to
open at the one level. Is that all? Well, of
course there are far more important factors
to be looked at, firstly the quality of the suit.
This hand does
´ 10 8 7 5 4 3 2
indeed contain a
™ AJ8
seven-card suit
t QJ
with too few
® 8
points to open the
bidding with, but it
would be a hideous
pre-empt regardless. The suit is terrible and
you will have plenty of losers if you come to
play the hand, or attract the wrong lead if
you end up defending. In addition the hand
contains far too much potential defence –
give partner a scattered 9 count and you
will still go screaming down, but the
opponents won’t make anything.
Change the hand to:
and now it is ideal
´ A J 10 8 7 5 2
for a 3´ opening,
™ 873
with a good suit
t 54
and no defence
® 3
outside.
Technically, a
three-level preempt doesn’t have a strict point range, but
a nominal 5-9 is about right, although
there are always hands at the borders that
make up the exceptions:
This hand is per´ Void
fect for a 3™ op™ K J 10 9 8 4 2
ening (even vulnet 10 9 8 5
rable) as the extra
® 76
playing strength
from the void and
the side four-card
suit, combined with the strong trump intermediates mean that you will be protected
against going for a penalty most of the time.
Holding a 7-4-2-0 shape as opposed to, say,
7-2-2-2 gives the hand a lot of extra bite.
www.ebu.co.uk

This hand with 10
points is borderline but with the
7-2-2-2 shape a 3t
pre-empt seems
right. Make the
hand more shapely
(7-3-2-1) and now, with extra playing
strength, 1t would be better as the hand
would be too good for a pre-empt.
So far we have only concerned ourselves
with suit quality and strength, but there
are two factors that are even more important when considering whether or not to
open a pre-empt, and they are position
and vulnerability.
Vulnerability is very important – not
just ours, but the opponents’ as well! How
can the vulnerability of our opponents be
relevant to our bidding?
Well, the truth is that going for a penalty
is less painful if the opponents can make a
game, and if that game is vulnerable then it
is better for us. For example, if we go for 500
after opening with a pre-empt and being
doubled, then that is a good result if the
opponents can make a vulnerable game
(scoring 600) but bad if they can only make
a non-vulnerable game (scoring 400). Normally traffic lights are used to denote the
vulnerability of both sides with one colour:
Green – you are non vulnerable, the
opponents are vulnerable. Now your preempts can be a bit racy as even when
they should be taking you for a penalty,
they are often seduced by the game bonus
and bid a game contract instead.
White – both sides non vulnerable (Love
All). Here three down doubled (-500) is
slightly worse than them making a game
(400), so although you can be aggressive
don’t be suicidal.
Amber – both sides vulnerable (Game
All). This time three down doubled will
be a disaster (-800) but two down
doubled will be OK if the opponents
have a game on.
Red – vulner able ag ainst nonvulnerable opponents. This time you
must be extra careful, as one off doubled
´
™
t
®

K4
J3
K Q J 10 7 4 3
87

(-200) will be worse than every partscore, and two off doubled (-500) will
be worse than game (-400).
The position at the table is also important;
think of each opponent as people whose
auction you are trying to disrupt.
When you are dealer (first position), then
there are two opponents to one partner –
good odds that if you disrupt the auction
you will mess up them and not partner, so
be bold with your pre-empts. When you are
in second position, then there is one partner and one opponent yet to bid – best you
have a sensible text-book hand in case partner is strong. And finally, when you are
third in hand and partner has already
passed, there is no danger of messing him
up and ruining his good hand; you know it
is the next hand that is strong and partner
has very little – go for maximum disruption with as bold a bid as you can find.
Let’s review some of the dos and don’ts
of pre-emptive bidding:

Do:
Remember to have a ‘pure’ hand
when you pre-empt, with points
where partner will expect them –
in your suit.
Make sure you have a respectable
suit vulnerable as opponents will
be keen to try and take a penalty.
Don’t:
Worry too much about the point
count. Whether you have 5 points
or 6 is not relevant, residual shape
(having a singleton) and suit quality are what makes a hand worthy
of pre-empting.
Forget to watch your position at the
table. The aim of pre-empting is to
disrupt the opponents, not partner.
Take your eye off the vulnerability!
When you are vulnerable against
not (at ‘red’), partner will expect a
fair hand in playing strength; when
you are at ‘green’, partner will give
you some leeway.
r

•
•

•

•
•
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YEAR END
CONGRESSES 2012

YEAR END LONDON

Greenpointed

19 – 20 January 2013

SWISS TEAMS CONGRESS
Hinckley Island Hotel, LE10 3JA
( 0870 168 8833

(27 – 30 December 2012)

YEAR END
BLACKPOOL
(28 – 30 December 2012)
Entries / enquiries: EBU Competitions Department
( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219

This two-day event comprises thirteen 7-board
matches – eight on Saturday and five on Sunday.
Closing date for entries: 9th January 2013
Entries / enquiries: EBU Comps Dept

www.ebu.co.uk
Online booking advisable

( 01296 317 203 / 219
or book online at www.ebu.co.u

BRIDGE ENGLAND
SIMULTANEOUS PAIRS

22 – 24 February 2013

Bluepointed

Tuesday 5-6 February 2013
at clubs around the country

Greenpointed

HARROGATE
SPRING CONGRESS

´ England has two teams playing in Bali next
September: the Open team will be competing for
the Bermuda Bowl and the Women’s team for the
Venice Cup. These are the top two bridge trophies
in the world.
™ Simultaneous Pairs events will be held on 5th and
6th of February 2013 to raise funds for the training and preparation of our teams.
t The commentaries on the deals will be written by
some of our top players, including Andrew
Robson, Tony Forrester, Sally Brock, Heather
Dhondy and Nevena Senior.
® Please support our national teams – you will pick
up useful tips from the commentaries, and you
will feel a glow of satisfaction as you share in
their hoped-for triumphs in Bali.

Details of your nearest participating club at
www.ebu.co.uk
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Majestic Hotel, Ripon Road,
Harrogate HG1 2HU ( 01423 700300
Bluepointed
events

Mixed and Open Pairs on Friday,
Swiss Pairs on Friday and Saturday,
Swiss Teams on Sunday

Greenpointed
Swiss
events

Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Department
( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219
e-mail comps@ebu.co.uk
or book online at www.ebu.co.uk
The closing date for entries is 13th February 2013, but

Book early to avoid disappointment!
www.ebu.co.uk

Teams Tactics

by Derek Patterson

Advancing the Cause
IMAGINE THAT you are West, at favourable vulnerability, with this hand:
´
™
t
®

982
Q J 10
K 10 7 4
A64

The bidding begins:
West
1

North
1´

East
3t1

South
3™

Weak

Facing partner’s pre-emptive strike, your
hand gives you food for thought. Might it
be right to make a sacrifice bid of 5t at
some point in this auction? By agreement,
you know that partner will have a strong
six- or seven-card suit with virtually no
outside strength. This makes it clear that
North-South can make a game and also
that 5t will cost a penalty of either 500 or
800 if doubled (your experience suggesting that 800 is slightly more likely). From
that analysis, sacrificing does not seem to
be a sensible option.
An immediate leap to 5t – an ‘advance
sacrifice’, so called because the sacrifice is
made before (or in advance of) the opponents’ game bid – might still have some
merit. The point is that an immediate
jump will exert considerable pressure on
North-South, who have yet to describe
their hands fully and, moreover, have not
agreed trumps at this point. Under such
circumstances, an advance sacrifice should
be preferred by far to the ill-conceived
strategy of waiting until the opposition
find game before making the sacrifice bid.
So it’s now or never. Is 5t a good bid at
this point? To answer this, it is necessary to

know the form of scoring. The danger of
the bid is in being doubled and conceding
an 800 penalty. Good results, however,
might be achieved if, due to the preemptive barrage, the opponents subsequently misjudge the auction. Whether
playing pairs or teams, these desirable
outcomes will be rewarded in a similar
fashion – a top at pairs will be a game
swing at teams and vice versa. Moreover,
the frequency of such results should not
be affected by the form of the game. The
difference will be felt when scoring up
minus 800: at pairs this will be a near
bottom, while at teams the loss will be
minor, perhaps 4 IMPs.
A jump to the five-level will cause the
opponents considerable inconvenience.
Often, their next action will be made with
little certainty of being optimal. For this
reason, the opponents are likely to double
about half the time (maybe slightly more
frequently). Consequently, a jump to 5t
at pairs is a high-risk strategy, frequently
scoring a zero (or near-zero). In contrast,
at teams the bid is virtually risk-free (with
just 4 IMPs at stake).
It is probably not a great approach to
play top-bottom bridge at pairs, especially
in this case when you consider that many
other pairs will not have overcalled 3t
and so will not even be contemplating a
sacrifice. Perhaps your partnership is ahead
of the field already. At pairs, advance
sacrifices should be made only when the
sacrifice will be ‘cheap’.
At teams, however, the advance sacrifice
is a free shot, even when the sacrifice is
marginal. This is true as long as you are
sure that the opponents can make a game
contract.
Here is what happened when the deal
occurred at the table:

DIARY OVERSIGHT
Apologies to Peter Stocken for omitting his name from the list of
EBU Vice-Presidents on page 2 of the 2012-2013 Diary.

www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer North.
´ AQJ765
™ K642
t 3
® K7
982
´ 10 4 3
N
Q J 10
™ 5
E
W
K 10 7 4
t AQJ965
S
A64
® 10 5 3
´ K
™ A9873
t 82
® QJ982

West
5t

North
1´
5™

East
3t
All Pass

South
3™

The play did not take long and 5™ failed
by one trick. You might not agree with the
North-South bidding, South’s 3™ in
particular being slightly light – but this is
the sort of thing that happens when
players are put under pressure. Can North
really be blamed for stretching to 5™?
Note that if West passes over 3™, the
North hand can be described by a 4t cuebid, or maybe by a raise to 4™. Then, if
West sacrifices belatedly, North, with the
heart support already shown, should not
feel compelled to bid 5™, enabling South
to double with confidence. On this
occasion, credit should be given to West
for a well-timed pre-emptive strike.

CONCLUSION: it is not always easy to
evaluate the risk and reward of a
prospective pre-emptive bid. Nevertheless, espe cially when playing
teams, a good player will be on the
look-out for opportunities to make an
advance sacrifice, realising that the
risks are often smaller than those of
the corresponding action when playing pairs.
r
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Top Table
SALLY BROCK is the Bridge Columnist
for The Sunday Times, and a multiple
world champion, having won the Venice
Cup twice (in 1981 and 1985, representing Great Britain, in tandem with
Sandra Landy) and the Women Series at
the World Bridge Games also twice (in
2008 and 2012, representing England,
with Nicola Smith). She also has a
collection of bronze, silver and gold
medals from other European and world
cham pionships. Sally was pregnant
with her first son, Ben, when she won
her first Lady Milne in 1976, but took a
break from international bridge from
1993 to 2000, while bringing up her
younger children, Briony and Toby.

Sally Brock

AFTER SEVEN days of tough combat,
spread over three weekends, the Premier
League (2012) has just been completed.
The top two teams earn automatic rights to
selection for certain Home Internationals in
2013, while the top two teams in Division
2 replace the bottom two teams in Division
1 next season. Full report: next issue.

doesn’t leave time for much. But I like
entertaining, holidays, and eating and
drinking. I go to the gym three times a
week. I read, and occasionally go to the
theatre/cinema.

When did you start playing bridge?
My Mum and Dad taught me when I was
14. We had to be competent at whist, then
solo and then were allowed to progress to
bridge.

Bridge books: which one(s), if any, did
you find useful?
I have a clear memory of staying up all
night to read Right Through the Pack by
Robert Darvas.

How often / where do you play?
It varies. But I guess generally a couple of
times a week. I’ve been playing more since
I’ve got together with Barry Myers – we
play weekends sometimes, and in county
leagues, knockouts etc.

What do you like about bridge?
I think the best thing about bridge is that it
is a little world all on its own. If you play
bridge, you never need be lonely, whether
you just want to play socially, evening
duplicates, bridge holidays, weekend tournaments or internationally, either at top
level or just in overseas tournaments. If
your job posts you abroad, you can just
look up your nearest bridge club and
immediately make contact with likeminded people. It also gets you off your
backside and away from the television!

Do you always play with the same
partners / team-mates? What do you
expect of them?
I mostly partner Barry or Nicola Smith but
sometimes play with other people: Simon
Cope, Richard Bowdery, Ed Scerri.
What do you do for a living?
I have two distinct livelihoods. First, I have
my own desktop publishing business,
mostly typesetting travel guides to exotic
locations. Second, I teach (online on
BBO), play and write about bridge professionally.
What are your hobbies?
Bringing up two teenagers on my own
20
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PREMIER LEAGUE
FINAL RESULTS

What’s the bridge success (so far)
closest to your heart?
That’s quite a difficult one to answer. I
know most bridge players claim to be very
competitive but not me really. Of course
it’s nice to win but I’m happiest when (and
it doesn’t happen often) I feel I’ve played
well. Perhaps the first is best. I certainly enjoyed winning my first Lady
r
Milne in 1976.

Division 1
1 HINDEN
123 VPs
Frances Hinden, Graham Osborne,
Jeffrey Allerton, Chris Jagger
2 ALLFREY
118 VPs
Tony Forrester, David Gold,
Alexander Allfrey, Andrew Robson,
Derek Patterson, Peter Crouch
3 EWART
112 VPs
Cameron Small, Phil King,
Jason Hackett, Justin Hackett,
David Ewart, Gunnar Hallberg
4 MOSSOP
111 VPs
Andrew McIntosh, David Mossop,
David Bakhshi, Tom Townsend,
David Price, Colin Simpson
5 FEGARTY
106 VPs
Jonathan Mestel, David Kendrick,
Catherine Curtis, Paul Fegarty,
Jon Cooke
6 DE BOTTON
96 VPs
Norman Selway, Espen Erichsen,
Janet De Botton, Artur Malinowski,
Nick Sandqvist, David Burn
7 SINCLAIR
87 VPs
Ben Green, John Holland,
Anita Sinclair, Fredrik Bjornlund,
Joe Fawcett, Glyn Liggins
8 COPE
80 VPs
Dan McIntosh, Chris Cooper,
Andrew Murphy, Simon Cope,
John Howard, Andy Bowles
Division 2
1 ROSEN
146 VPs
Neil Rosen, Martin Jones,
Michael Byrne, Duncan Happer
2 PENFOLD
144 VPs
Sandra Penfold, Brian Senior,
Nevena Senior, Alex Hydes
3 BELL
118 VPs
Mike Bell, Simon Creasey,
Paul Gipson, Alex Gipson
4 DHONDY
115 VPs
Jeremy Dhondy, Alan Kay,
Heather Dhondy, Brian Callaghan
5 BOWDERY
96 VPs
Richard Bowdery, Steve Root,
Ian Draper, Jeremy Willans,
Andrew Southwell, Ian Lancaster
7 PRYOR
93 VPs
Malcolm Pryor, Marc Smith,
Malcolm Lewis, Steve Auchterlonie,
Alan Wilson, Nick Smith
7 SEALE
84 VPs
Catherine Seale, Jerry Stamatov,
Anne Rosen, Ian Pagan, Lyn Fry
8 HARRIS
26 VPs
Jonathan Harris, Steve Capal,
Barry Murray, Martin Pope,
Andrew Sobell, Jill Feldman

www.ebu.co.uk

Ask Jeremy

by Jeremy Dhondy

A Miscellany of Errors
Email your questions to Jeremy Dhondy at jeremy@ebu.co.uk (NOTE NEW ADDRESS),
or write to the editor, Elena Jeronimidis, at 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR.
Jeremy, English Bridge and the EBU are not responsible if the information in the letters is incorrect or incomplete.

LAWRENCE HAYNES was West on this deal and has a number of questions:
Dealer East.
´ KQ5
™ 96543
t Q
® AQ92
´
™
t
®

10 9 6 4 3 2
A 10 7
52
74

N
S

´
™
t
®
West

E

W

North

´
™
t
®

AJ8
KQJ
8763
J63

7
82
A K J 10 9 4
K 10 8 5
East
1NT1
Pass

South
2t2
3t

Pass
2™
?
1 12-14
2 Alerted. West asked and was told 2t was for the majors.

I do not have a good sense of smell, but at this point I detected the presence of a large
rodent. I should have called the director, but instead asked South if his partner’s
explanation of his 2t bid was correct. (North-South were an inexperienced pair and
no convention cards were in view). South said North wasn’t correct and an argument
ensued between North and South as to what they were playing. I then called the
director. The director was informed of the full facts (and had just played the hand).
He found against me for not calling him earlier and said my question to South (not
my earlier question to North) had caused them to have unauthorised information. I
pointed out I had a valid reason to ask, but he waved this argument away and ordered
us to continue the hand (clearly expecting 3t to be passed out).
As he turned to walk away, I put a 3´ bid down on the table, which was quickly
passed out. The director now returned and ruled we could not play the hand as
North-South were defending and had unauthorised information. He told us we
would all get averages (because both sides were to blame) but he would look at the
hand again after play had finished. My questions are:
Does North’s explanation of South’s bid give South unauthorised information?
If so, how do I prevent this if there is no convention card to consult and I need to
know what 2t means (e.g. both majors, diamonds + hearts pinpoint, single major
suit etc.) in order to decide whether to bid 2´?
Was North, by bidding only 2™, guilty of ‘fielding’ or just hedging his bets or
simply bidding badly?
Have you any comments on the director’s subsequent actions?
What should the adjusted score be, if any, for East-West?

•
•
•
•
•
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North’s explanation certainly gives South
unauthorised information. South thought
2t was natural when he bid it. You can’t
prevent the UI occurring. It comes from
the alert as well as the question. If you
were thinking of taking action you are
quite entitled to ask a question. If not, it is
best to wait until later.
I think North’s bid of 2™ is a serious
underbid. One would need to know
whether his partner had a history of forgetting in order to decide whether he was
‘fielding’ but on the surface it might seem
so. When South continued with 3t, why
didn’t this show a game try with diamond
values as well as the majors? As director I
would have asked why North (i) only bid
2™ and (ii) didn’t compete further.
I don’t agree with the director’s actions.
The question you asked was legitimate
and it was the answer that provided UI,
not the question.
It must be said, though, that you should
not have asked South as to whether his
partner’s explanation was correct and he
should not answer this question. From that
point of view you too were to blame;
however, the director should examine the
likely results on the board giving you the
balance of any doubt. He should establish
what the agree ment North-South had
actually was (if any). If he views that the
agreement was that 2t was natural, then a
possible result would be your side playing
in 2´ probably making eight tricks (he
might assign some percentage of eight
tricks and some percentage of seven tricks).
The director might also consider that if
comments had not been made, the contract might have been some number of
hearts by North-South.
If North or South communicated unhappiness at any point during the auction and
this was acted upon, then the director
might also consider a penalty against
North-South.
r
December 2012 English Bridge 21

Basic Cardplay

by Paul Bowyer

Timing: What to Do First
THIS SET of articles is looking at
declarer counting winners and losers in a
suit contract. Often enough, in a trump
contract, there are two major strategies
for declarer: either draw trumps immediately or, alternatively, look to ruff
losers in the dummy. The basic principle
is that if there are enough winners for
the contract, then declarer should aim to
draw trumps. If there aren’t enough
winners but the losers aren’t too
plentiful, then declarer should aim to
ruff his loser(s) in the dummy. Easy
enough? If only life were so simple . . . !
On some deals there are too many
losers, even though there may be sufficient
winners. Let’s start with a simple deal:

South leads trumps immediately,
though, the opposition might wake up
by winning the ace of spades and
switching to clubs. Declarer has to leave
trumps well alone and throw clubs away
as soon as he can. So, best play is to win
the heart lead and immediately play off
the top diamonds, all of them. Sometimes the diamonds will be 4–4 and
South will only lose a trick to the ace of
spades. Sometimes the diamonds will be
5–3, in which case someone will ruff the
fourth round. No matter, declarer can
still pitch a club. Now South will lose a
trick to a low trump, it is true, but his
only other loser is the ace of spades.
HHHHHH

Deal 1
South plays in 4´.
West leads the ™2.
´ 10 2
™ AK4
t AKQJ
® J532
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

KQJ983
Q96
5
10 8 6

On some deals it is dummy’s losers that
have to be thrown. A count of losers on
Deal 2 shows there to be four (three clubs
and a spade). What about a count of
winners?

Deal 2
South plays in 4´.
West leads the ™J.
´ 10 5 3 2
™ 76
t AJ76
® J97
N
E
S
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HHHHHH
This idea of discarding losers before
playing trumps can be extended to include
tempo deals. Try this one, played in this
article’s usual contract of 4´, this time
against the lead of the diamond king:

Deal 3
South plays in 4´.
West leads the tK.
´ Q 10 8 3
™ AQ5
t 10 8 6
® Q J 10
N

W

Well, West has found a poor opening lead
as this deal has four top losers (three clubs
and the ace of spades.) However, there are
five spade winners, three heart winners
and four diamonds as well. Four losers
and twelve winners. Hmmm, that does not
compute. Now, on many occasions having
twelve winners means that the best play
for declarer is to draw trumps. However,
in this case playing a spade at trick two
would be poor play – can you see why?
Declarer can eliminate his losing clubs
by ditching them on the diamonds. If

hearts, pitching a club away from the
dummy. Now declarer can play on trumps
and eventually, having conceded two
clubs, he can ruff his last club in the
dummy. The ten required winners are five
spades, three hearts, a diamond and a club
ruff in the dummy.

´
™
t
®

KQJ864
AKQ
5
10 8 6

Counting winners South can see five
spades, three hearts and a diamond. Is
there a tenth trick? As in Deal 1, if declarer
attacks trumps prematurely he will be
defeated (assuming East-West switch to
clubs). South must play off three top

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

KJ975
K8
A53
K98

Let’s count winners and losers. Firstly
winners: four spades, three hearts, one
diamond and two clubs. That makes ten.
Now losers: South has one spade, no
hearts, two diamonds and a club. That
makes four losers.
If declarer attempts to draw trumps
immediately he will suffer defeat on this
deal: the opponents will take the ace of
spades, cash two diamonds and wait for
the ace of clubs. The king of diamonds
lead has given the defence the tempo by
knocking out the ace of diamonds early,
giving the defenders four top tricks. The
solution? Throw away a loser on a heart
www.ebu.co.uk

winner before playing trumps. Declarer’s
first manoeuvre must be to play three
rounds of hearts throwing away a losing
diamond (taking care not to block the
heart suit). After this declarer is safe to
play on trumps to knock out the ace of
spades and draw all the trumps.
HHHHHH
Deal 4 is a variation on this theme of
tempo, where each side is racing to get its
tricks set up. How should South play in a
contract of 4´ against the lead of the
queen of diamonds?

rapidly (for a diamond discard) to counter
this.
HHHHHH
This article ends with a more subtle
version of Deal 4:

Deal 5
South plays in 4´.
West leads the tQ.
´ 10 6 4 3
™ Q 10 4
t K85
® J92
Don’t call me dummy, fathead!

N

Deal 4
South plays in 4´.
West leads the tQ.
´ 10 6 4 3
™ KQJ
t AK5
® 10 8 4
N
E

W
S

´
™
t
®

KQJ95
43
874
KQJ

Now, there are three obvious losers with the
three missing aces and there is a diamond
to lose as well. What can declarer do? Well,
count the winners. There are four spades,
two hearts, two diamonds and two clubs.
Hmmm, four losers, ten winners, the same
as in Deal 3. This may suggest that we can
set up a trick somewhere for a discard. How
should South play?
Well, there is only one successful line.
Declarer must win the diamond lead and
immediately play a heart. If the opponents
win to play another diamond South wins
that in the dummy, cashes the top hearts,
throwing a diamond, and then, and only
then, turns his attention to trumps. The
important point to note about this deal is
that a discard on the hearts is useless later
in the play. It will do you no good at all to
throw a club away on a heart. The opponents have the tempo with their diamond
lead, you must set your heart tricks up
When you have finished
reading this magazine,
please recycle it.

www.ebu.co.uk

CAPTION
COMPETITION

E

W
S

´
™
t
®

KQJ95
KJ
A74
KQ8

Again, there are three obvious losers in
three aces and, again, you have a diamond
to lose. Counting winners and losers gives
the same answer as in Deal 4: there are
four losers and ten winners. What makes
this deal trickier than the last is the
position regarding entries. How should
the play go?
The correct line of play has to be
precise. Win the diamond lead with the
ace of diamonds (winning with dummy’s
diamond king is no good) and immediately play the king of hearts. If the
opponents win to play another diamond,
South wins that with the king of diamonds, cashes the top hearts, throwing a
diamond, and then, and only then, turns
his attention to the drawing of trumps.
Why is winning trick one in the dummy
the wrong play? Well, imagine that the first
trick is won there with the king of
diamonds and the next card is a heart to
declarer’s king of hearts, which wins the
trick (no one says the opponents have to
take their ace of hearts). Now South plays
another heart, which loses, and back comes
another diamond. Now what? If you have
followed the play carefully you will see that
the lead is in the South hand and the heart
winner is stranded in the North hand.
Declarer has to be careful (very careful)
with his use of entries on this deal.
As a final coda to this deal – can you see
the importance of the ten of hearts?
Without it (imagine North’s hearts were
™Q-5-4 instead of ™Q-10-4), 4´ could be
defeated. Can you see how?
r

THE winner of our October competition, with the caption above, is Dave
Bryan of Upton, Chester, who will receive an elegant bridge mug from our
sponsors, Bridge and Golf Gifts Direct
(see page 15). Other excellent captions
were: I’m reporting you to the Ethics
Sub-committee! (David Richardson,
Boston Spa); Psyche once more and
you’ll find out who’s vulnerable! (Frank
Fallon, Charminster); Aggressive bidders
(Malcolm Cloutt, Princes Risborough);
If you mention “diamonds”, “your
honour” and “going down” once again
. . . (Mike Wood, Staplecross); Don’t
you dare pre-empt me! (Pat Hore,
Selsdon); In this cell, 2NT is Baron, never
Jacoby! (Peter Lunoe, Hemel Hemp stead); What do you mean, “Double
cross”? Say “Redouble”! (John Stacey,
Bury St. Edmunds); and Shut it! I will not
pay to play! (Sally Izod, Cheltenham).
The cartoon for our new competition
is below. Please send your bridgy
captions (multiple entries accepted) to
the Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh
Road, Reading RG1 5LR or by e-mail to
elena@ebu.co.uk not later than 19th
December 2012. Don’t forget to

include your full postal address!

Sponsored by Bridge
& Golf Gifts Direct
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Prize Leads Quiz

by Alan Mould

Answers to October Problems
quickly before declarer can set up a discard.
Hand 1
´ 5
™ K862
t K753
® 10 9 8 2
West

North

Pass
3´
Pass
5t2
All Pass
1 RKCB

East
Pass
Pass
2

HHHHH

South
1´
4NT1
6´

1 or 4 key cards

Hand 2
´ 74
™ 862
t Void
® A K Q J 10 6 3 2

West

North

East

5®

6´

Dble

South
1´
All Pass

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´5; (b) ™2;
(c) t 3; (d) ®10.

Pick your lead out of: (a) a spade; (b) a
heart; (c) ®A/®K; (d) ®2.

(a) ´5: 2 marks. I really do not like trump
leads against slams (unless they are sacrifices).
Generally it is correct to be aggressive against
slams.
(b) ™2: 10 marks. As above, you need to be
aggressive against slams, so it is generally right
to lead from the biggest card in your hand to
try and set up a trick to go with the other trick
you need to make. Here we have two four-card
suits heading by a king. This gets top marks
because . . .
(c) t3: 8 marks. If I had four small hearts and
tK-x-x-x, I would lead a diamond. With
K-x-x-x in both suits, I prefer a heart. Why?
Because partner had a chance to double 5t
and didn’t. A small inference, but with
nothing else to go on I use what I can.
(d) ®10: 4 marks. Advocates of such leads will
say this is safe. It isn’t. Declarer has bid 6´
expecting to make it, and left to his own
devices is likely to do so. Leading the ®10 is
gambling that both of your kings are tricks
and declarer will have to take both finesses. It
is much more likely that one of your kings is a
trick and you have to set up the other trick

This same hand and auction appeared in the
August issue but without the final double. I
asked in the October issue if partner’s final
double made a difference. The answer is: ‘Yes,
it definitely does!’ Partner’s double is either
Lightner, asking for an unusual lead, or a
belief that the contract is simply going off.
Your lead should therefore reflect this.
(a) a spade: 2 marks. I still do not like this
lead. It ignores the double if it is Lightner and
if partner needed you to lead a trump (when
you may not have any) to beat 6´ that is not
my idea of a double.
(b) a heart: 7 marks. If partner’s double is
Lightner, then he is asking for a red-suit lead
(given that you would be ‘expected’ to lead a
club, a double does not ask for a club lead
here). If partner wanted a diamond lead, that
is a problem, but if a heart at least you can
oblige so this is a reasonable lead.
(c) ®A/®K: 10 marks. Although partner’s
double is ostensibly Lightner, it is actually
relatively unlikely to be so. Partner does not
have a void unless something very strange is
going on, so any high-card tricks coming to

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master:

Andrew Peel
Hosforth, Leeds

Sponsored by
24
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Open:

Pauline Hanson
Ipswich

him are likely to still be there (yes, he could
get endplayed which is why a heart is my
second choice). So I would go with the pedestrian lead of trying to cash a club and see
what happens. As before, the last thing I want
is to be endplayed with a club later in the play.
(d) ®2: 1 mark. This is simply an insult to
partner. Partner hasn’t doubled 6´ for you
to underlead eight-solid in order to try and
get a ruff. Without the double this was a
reasonable gamble; with it, it ignores partner’s
bidding.
HHHHH
Hand 3
´ 532
™ K6
t J 10 9 6 3 2
® 74

West

North

Pass
2´
All Pass

East
3™

South
1´
4´

Pick your lead out of: (a) a spade; (b)
™K; (c) tJ; (d) ®7.
(a) a spade: 5 marks. It could be right, but it
is unlikely that cutting down dummy’s ruffs
is necessary, particularly as you may not be
able to get in again to lead another trump.
(b) ™K: 10 marks. It is the obvious thing to
do and I see no reason not to do it. Partner
will expect you to lead his suit and if it was
bid on J-x-x-x-x-x, that is just too bad. This
will set up or cash whatever tricks are
available and sometimes you get really lucky
when partner has been forced to bid on (say)
A-J-x-x-x and the opponents’ hearts are 3-3.
(c) tJ: 3 marks. It is possible that this is the
correct lead but it needs a very precise lie of
the cards for it to be correct, and is long odds
against. Expect partner’s wrath if it is not
right – and maybe even if it is!
(d) ®7: 6 marks. This would actually be my
second choice but a long way behind a heart.
It could be right to set up tricks in partner’s
hand but these may be coming anyway. On a
very good day, I may need a ruff to beat the
hand. It is a very aggressive choice, though. r

www.ebu.co.uk

SEPTEMBER BRITISH
SIM PAIRS NATIONAL
HEAT WINNERS

New Prize Leads Quiz
THIS MONTH’S
QUIZ

OPENING leads are often subjective and
virtually any opening lead can be successful
some of the time. However, bridge is in
many ways a game of percentages and
therefore certain leads will gain more often
than others. In each issue you will be given
three hands and the bidding on each, and
you are asked to choose your opening leads
from those proposed by our Quizmaster.
Answers will be in the next issue. In each
problem you are on lead as West.

Hand 1
´ Q763
™ Q 10 9 4
t KJ5
® 97

West
Pass
All Pass

makers of playing cards since 1824

www.piatnik.co.uk
( 020 8661 8866

North
1™
2®

East
Pass
Pass

FROM THE TOP: Tue. September 11,
Marianne Farr – Rhona Goldenfield
(Bolton Bridge Club); Wed. 12, Bob
Brown – Hari Patel (Milton Keynes BC);
Thurs. 13, Mick Green – Chris
Shambrook (Reading BC); Fri. 14,
Lynne Emmett – Ron Davis (Milton
Keynes BC). The Monday winners, Alan
Coral – David Sherman (Loughton BC),
declined to provide their photo.
(October winners: page 54.)

South
1´
3NT

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´3; (b) ™10;
(c) t 5; (d) ®9.
HHHHH

Hand 2
´ 65
™ A72
t K Q 10 9 4
® 753

This elegant twin-pack of Piatnik playing
cards (‘Florentine’) is the prize on offer this
month.
For information on the new Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk
There are TWO categories in our
competition: up to and including Master,
and those with higher ranking. Please
indicate on the top left-hand corner of
the envelope, or in the e-mail subject
line, the category for which you are
entering. The first correct entry in each
category out of a hat will win the
prize. The Editor’s decision is final.

West

North

East

Pass
Pass

2®
3NT

Pass
All Pass

South
1´
2NT

Pick your lead out of: (a) ™2; (b) t K;
(c) tQ; (d) a club.
HHHHH

Hand 3
´ KQ42
™ AQ863
t K
® J72

Entries to the Editor,
23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR,
or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk

West
1™
Pass

by 19th December 2012.

North
2NT1
Pass

East
Dble2
Dble3

South
3t
All Pass

1

Please make sure you include your full
postal address AND rank
even if entering by e-mail and/or
you have entered before!
www.ebu.co.uk

Minors
Values
3 Penalties
2

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´K; (b) ™A;
(c) tK; (d) ®2.
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Stage 2 Conventions

by Neil Rosen

Weak Two Bids and Responses
I’M SURE you all play Weak Two bids
rather than strong two bids already. What!
You don’t? I really think you should . . .
a) Weak two bids are far more frequent
than strong two bids.
b) They are much more troublesome for
the opponents.
c) Strong two bids never seem to work
that well anyway!
d) Weak two bids are great fun to play!
There are two mainstream systems
people use:
i)

Benjy, or Reverse Benjy, Acol. These
were introduced by Albert Benjamin
(a redoubtable Scot who lived well
into his 90s). Benjy goes like this:
2® = 8 playing tricks (unspecified
suit) or 21-22 balanced
2t = Game force
(or 23-24 balanced)
2™ = Weak two opener
(six-cards in length)
2´ = Weak two opener
(six-cards in length)
2NT = 19-20 balanced
In Reverse Benjy:
2® = Game force
(or 23-24 balanced)
2t = 8 playing tricks (unspecified
suit) or 21-22 balanced
2™ = Weak two opener
(six-cards in length)
2´ = Weak two opener
(six-cards in length)
2NT = 19-20 balanced

ii) Weak Two bids in diamonds, hearts
and spades. This is my preferred
option, I must say. It just gives you
more opportunity for pre-emption
and I have always felt that the coded
element of Benjy doesn’t work well at
all in uncontested auctions – let alone
if the opponents interfere. I also do
not recommend any system which
forces a balanced 19 count to open
2NT; it works so much better to open
one of a suit and rebid 2NT (18-19).
26
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Pre-empting Style
Partnerships should agree various principles for pre-empting, whether at the two
level or higher. Good partnerships decide
on all sorts of parameters to factor in –
here are a few to think over:
a) The vulnerability (be more cautious
when vulnerable etc.)
b) Position at the table (1st seat =
aggressive, 2nd seat = sound, 3rd seat
= fairly random)
c) Whether a side four-card major is
acceptable or not.
d) Whether you can open a Weak Two
with A-K-Q-x-x-x (my preference is
definitely not to do so – partner can
never judge accurately).

Responding in a New Suit
to a Weak Two
I like to recommend that in response to
any Weak Two the bid of a new suit is
constructive but not forcing. Generally
opener can raise if suitable, or occasionally
rebid a semi-solid suit if maximum. To
create a force, either jump or start with
2NT.

Raising the Weak Two Suit
2t – 3t, 2™ – 3™ and 2´ – 3´ are all
essentially ‘barrage bids’ i.e. pre-emptive.
It is so important to raise straight away
to the three level to make life difficult for
the opponents, rather than lamely passing,
allowing them to find their fit and then
bidding on the next round.
The level of the fit tells us roughly that
with:
8 trumps – bid to the two level
9 trumps – bid to the three level
10 trumps – bid to the four level (or
higher!)
This gives an indication of whether to
raise or even how far to raise on the first

round (you can of course factor in other
considerations such as vulnerability and
obviously the quality of your hand!)
So holding:
If partner opens 2™, it
is vital to raise to 3™
on the first round.
This is not (repeat, not)
invitational to game, it
is purely raising the
stakes
before
the
opponents have had a chance to establish
their own fit and values.
´
™
t
®

32
K86
A872
K943

Responding to a 2t Opener
Since 3NT is often the desirable final destination the responses are geared accordingly:
New suit = constructive, non-forcing,
as discussed (typically a sixcard suit with 10-14 HCP)
Jump in = natural and
new suit game-forcing
2NT
= relay. The normal requi rement for this is about 15
HCP (sometimes less with a
nice fit). The relay asks for
features. A feature is defined
as a possible stopper for
3NT, i.e. A, K-x, Q-x-x,
J-x-x-x etc. as opposed to
a control or singleton etc.
The responses are:
New suit = feature
3t
= minimum
3NT
= maximum with
a good suit (two
of the top three
honours)
Raising to 3t is essentially preemptive (usually three-card support
to conform to the level of the fit and
anything between 8 and 14 HCP).
This bid is purely and simply trying
to throw a spanner in the opponents’
works and does not therefore need to
be defined too closely other than it
normally has fewer than 14 or 15 HCP.
www.ebu.co.uk

Responding to 2™ and 2´ Openers
In my own preferred methods, most of the
details from the 2t opener hold, but the
responses to the relay of 2NT change: now,
since usually the desired finishing spot is in
the major opened, we show shortages in response to the relay. So, after a 2NT enquiry:
= singleton/void,
non-minimum
Return to major = minimum
(usually no
shortage to show
conveniently, i.e.
below the major)
3NT
= maximum , no
shortage but
good suit (2 of
top 3 honours)
Four of major = maximum, no
shortage, not
such good suitquality

If the opponents double:
Redouble = strong hand, usually
seeking to penalise
New suit = constructive and nonforcing
2NT
= still a relay
Supporting at the three level = preemptive

Example

New suit

In common with methods such as splinters,
the key to this easy-to-play, efficient system
is to understand which holdings facing
shortage are either good or bad:
Good holdings: A-x-x, x-x-x, x-x-x-x,
i.e. no wasted points and length (more
ruffing potential) are good.
Bad holdings: K-Q-x, K-J-x, x, i.e.
wasted points are very poor – as is of
course duplicated shortage (if partner
and you both have a singleton in the
same suit, that is bad news!).

Dealing with Intervention after You
Have Opened with a Weak Two Bid
All bids, wherever possible, retain their original meaning. Doubles after intervention
are always penalties and not negative, the
same as after higher pre-empts.
If the opponents overcall at the two level:
Double = penalties
2NT
= relay
New suit = constructive and nonforcing as before
Supporting at the three level = still
pre-emptive as before
If the opponents overcall at the three level:
Double = penalties
New suit (below partner’s) = constructive and nonforcing as before
New suit (above partner’s) = forcing
Supporting = competitive
www.ebu.co.uk

Here is an example of how well the system
works: the key point I am trying to get
across is that this method is so much
better than others because rather than just
trying to describe overall strength and suitquality, it zooms in on using good judgment to reach excellent contracts when the
cards fit well. Clearly if you have the values
for game, do not use the relay simply for
practice as so many seem to do – just bid
game! Only use the 2NT relay if there is
uncertainty over whether to bid game (or
sometimes slam!).
You hold the following hand:

´
™
t
®

AJ7
J86
A872
KQ6

Hand A
´ 86
™ A Q 10 7 5 2
t 3
® J975

If partner opens
2™, then rather
than using some
other method to
get useless information, let’s see how
our relay works.

Hand B
´ 86
™ A Q 10 7 5 2
t J963
® 3

If partner has Hand A, he will respond 3t
to your 2NT relay to show shortage, making game an excellent proposition. But if
partner has Hand B, he will advertise club
shortage with 3®, making game decidedly
against the odds. Please note that other
relay systems such as Ogust (which ask
about points and suit-quality) would treat
these hands as the same, whether the shortage was in clubs or diamonds.
Finally, an integral part of adopting the
ethos of playing Weak Two openers is to
play Weak Jump Overcalls as well. They put
great pressure on the opponents and give a
partnership plenty of scope to gain confidence and experience in having a regular
opportunity to judge when to use them.
Do try these methods, they are easy to
learn, simple to use and deliver great
results!
r

CLUB PLAYER’S
BIDDING QUIZ
ON each of the following problems,
you are West. What should you bid
with each hand on the given auction?
Julian Pottage gives his answers on
page 54.

Hand 1
´A
™ J2
tAK9874
® 10 6 4 3

W

N

E
S
1NT 3´

N
1t

E
S
Dble Pass

?

Hand 2
´K876
™K875
tQ92
®QJ

W

Hand 3
´ AKQ8
™6542
tA3
®K87

W
1´
?

N
E
Pass 2´

S
Pass

Hand 4
´ QJ
™ Q J 10 7 5
t K 10 8 5
®A2

W
1™
?

N
E
Pass 1´

S
Pass

W

N
1®
3®

E
S
1´ 1NT
Pass Pass

N

E
1t

Hand 5
´J95
™ K J 10 7 6
tKQ4
®84

Hand 6
´6
™ AQ86
t J 10 9 5
®Q865

?

2®
?

W

S
2´

?
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THE EBU &
BRIDGE OVERSEAS

FUERTEVENTURA
CONGRESS
6 – 12 February 2013
Barceló Fuerteventura Thalasso Spa,
Caleta de Fuste

EBU News
AGM NEWS
Four candidates were nominated
and agreed to stand, hence there
was no need for an election. The
directors are:
Sally Bugden
Jerry Cope (newly elected)
Heather Dhondy
Jeremy Dhondy (re-elected)
Val Gibson
Ron Millet (newly elected)
Ian Payn
Andrew Petrie (re-elected).

Officers

H
H
H
H
H

Bluepointed
events

Pre-congress Pairs
Open Pairs
Pivot Teams
Men’s, Ladies’ and Mixed Pairs
Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams Greenpointed
(both Green-pointed)
Swiss
events

Bridge Fees: £124
EBU Comps Department
( 01296 317 203 / 219
E-mail: comps@ebu.co.uk
Attendance at the congress is exclusive
to delegates booking their accommodation
with Bridge Overseas

For travel and accommodation please contact

BRIDGE OVERSEAS

( 0800 034 6246
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MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS

Directors

There being no other candidate
for the role, the following
remains in her position:
Sally Bugden – Chairman.
Two candidates were nominated for the other two positions
available, so again there was no
need for an election:
Jeremy Dhondy – ViceChairman;
Andrew Petrie – Treasurer.

•
•
•
•
•
•

As a member of the
English Bridge Union,
you can receive
the following benefits:
HMCA healthcare benefits
Special Rates at Puma
Hotels
EBU Prizes used to pay at
Puma Hotels
Household Insurance
Scheme (Osbornes
Insurances)
Club Insurance
(Osbornes Insurances)
Car Hire
Read all about it at
www.ebu.co.uk

(click on Membership Benefits
in the right-hand-side menu
on the home page)

or type http://goo.gl/xAiNY
into your browser

LAWS & ETHICS COMMITTEE
Teams of Eight
At its last meeting the L&E
discussed forms of scoring. The
method used by some clubs and
counties to score by adding up
the four scores and using the
standard IMP scale is not recommended. There is now a special
IMP scale for Teams of Eight
and this can be obtained from
http://goo.gl/jrDws. It will be
included in the next White Book.

Orange Book
It is now more than six years
since there was a review of the
Orange Book other than the
relatively minor annual updates.
The L&E are looking to produce
a version for 2013. It will be
shorter than the present one. We
will review the alerting and
announcing regulations, and
while wholesale changes are not
expected, consideration will be
given to extending announcements. You can send any views

you have on this to the L&E
secretary at john@ebu.co.uk.

Laws and Regulations
A club or county is free to adopt
its own regulations so, for example, they can decide what agreements are allowed in any given
event from the weekly duplicate
to the Championship Pairs. They
can choose a level from the
Orange Book, as most clubs do,
or their own set of agreements if
they prefer.
What clubs and counties may
not do is introduce rules that
contradict the laws of bridge.
The laws are determined by the
World Bridge Federation, not the
EBU. A club or county cannot,
for example, ban psyches (but
they can deal with frequent
psyches or inappropriate action
after a psyche), or tell players that
they may re-deal after a hand is
passed out on the first round as
both of these matters are specifically covered by the laws.

www.ebu.co.uk

EBU News

Daytime Bridge
THERE IS no doubt that the
popularity of daytime bridge is
increasing rapidly, both morning
and afternoon, or even spread
across the middle of the day
with a break for lunch.
In September 2009 Dave
Latchem opened Semington
Village Bridge Club in Wiltshire
and the club, which meets in the
Village Hall, offers exclusively
day time bridge on Tuesday
morning at 10am and Friday
morning at 9.45am. The Tuesday
session is preceded by half an
hour’s tuition, included in the
table money, and then free tea,
coffee and biscuits.
Says Dave: ‘The idea was
suggested by a group of three
friends who noted that the only
pub in Semington was reopening and that they used to
play some rubber bridge on a

Friday when it was last open. We
had our first meeting in the pub
and thought duplicate bridge
would not work there so we
decided to use the Village Hall.
We have since grown from three
tables to an average of nine
tables on Tuesdays, and seven or
eight on Fridays.’
Despite the fact that Semington is just a small village between
Melksham and Trow bridge,
Semington Village BC now has
over one hundred members and
it is still growing. Dave strongly
believes his formula of tuition
and play combined with a real
sense of fun (plus some very
good home-made cakes at half
time brought in by some of the
members!) is a winning one. And
his members certainly agree: at
their recent 3rd Anniversary
party, to which I was kindly

by Andrew Urbanski
invited, many of them praised
Dave’s com mit ment and his
determination that bridge in his
club should be greatly enjoyed by
all players. A number of them
often have lunch together in the
pub after the bridge session and
enthu siastically discuss the
morning’s hands.
This success at Semington is
borne out by other clubs offering
daytime bridge. For example,
Bristol Bridge Club has wellattended afternoon sessions on
Mondays and Wednesday, as well
as a morning (No Fear) session
on Fridays. York Bridge Club has
afternoon bridge three times a
week on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays and is contemplating a Friday session too, such
is the popularity of the other
sessions. Southend and Leigh
BC (Essex) has afternoon

duplicates on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Worthing BC
(Sussex) has Monday and Wednesday afternoon sessions. South
Bucks Bridge Centre (Berks &
Bucks) has daytime sessions
every weekday, the most popular
being Tuesday and Friday, both
of which have a break for lunch.
There are many other clubs
around the country offering
daytime bridge, so if your club
does not currently run any
morning or afternoon sessions, it
is worth considering whether this
might be a viable opportunity for
members and club alike.
To find a club near you which
offers daytime bridge, please go
to the EBU website and select
the menu option ‘Counties/
Clubs’ or telephone the EBU, or
email me at andrew@ebu.co.uk
Happy Daytime Bridging! r

Members of Semington Village (Daytime) Bridge Club
www.ebu.co.uk
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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

n DECEMBER 2012
8-9
15-16
21-23
27-30
28-30

Gold Cup Finals
West Midlands BC, Solihull
Senior Camrose trials
Solihull
Junior Channel Trophy
Rosebery Hall, London
Year End Congress, London
Year End Congress, Blackpool

n JANUARY 2013
4-6
4-6
5-6
7-11
19-20
25-27

Camrose Trophy
Northern Ireland
Midlands Congress
Bransford, Worcs.
Manchester Congress
British Sims Clubs
Swiss Teams Congress
Hinckley Island Hotel
Lady Milne trials
Young Chelsea

n FEBRUARY 2013
5-6
6-12
9-10
15-17
22-24

Bridge England Sims, Clubs
Overseas Congress
Fuerteventura
Tollemache Final
Hinckley Island Hotel
Junior Camrose/Peggy Bayer
England
Harrogate Spring Congress
Majestic Hotel

n MARCH 2013
1-3

Cornwall Congress
Falmouth Hotel
(NOTE change of venue)
1-3
Camrose Trophy
Republic of Ireland
2-3
Ranked Masters Pairs
Daventry Hotel
3
Masters Pairs
Bradford, Richmond,
Solihull, Tunbridge Wells,
Welwyn Garden City
8-10
Cumbria Congress
Windermere
9
Manchester GP Swiss Pairs
St Peter’s Assembly Rooms,
Hale
9
Young Bridge Challenge
Loughborough Grammar
School
9
Channel Islands GP event
St Martin’s Community
Centre, St Martin’s GY4 6RR
9-10
London GP Weekend
9-10
Suffolk/Norfolk GP Weekend
9-10
Leicester GP Weekend
9-10
Wilts/Avon GP Weekend
10
Bedford GP Swiss Teams
Vauxhall Club, Luton
10
Merseyside & Cheshire
GP Swiss Teams
Deva BC, Chester
11-15
Club Stratified Sim Pairs
Clubs
17
National Pairs Regional Finals
Bradford, Bristol, Leatherhead,
Peterborough, Solihull
17
White House Junior Internationals
Amsterdam
24
Isle of Man GP Duplicate Pairs
Douglas
24
Portland Pairs
Various Clubs
29-31
Northern Easter Festival
Park Inn Hotel, York
29-1 Apr Easter Festival of Bridge
Royal National Hotel, London

30
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EBU News
Dimmie Fleming Awards 2012
THE INTENT of the Dimmie
Fleming award is to publicly
recognise those people who
do not hold an official (i.e.
EBU) office but have, for a
long time, worked hard for
bridge, usually at County level
or for bridge development
(i.e. teaching).
Dimmie Fleming, who died
aged 85 in 1995, was for almost
twenty years ‘Mrs Bridge’,
running the English Bridge
Union from her home, as
Secretary from 1955 to 1974.
She was only the second
woman to play in a British
open team.
While she was the EBU
Secretary, membership grew
from 4,000 to 9,000. In the
early days she was able to
recite any member’s address
from memory. To most ordinary members, Dimmie
Fleming was the EBU.

Elaine Proctor, Lincs

Elaine was a member of the
County Management for many
years and for 35 consecutive
seasons she was the County
Master Points Secretary.
At local level Elaine has supported the Lincon Eastgate Club
and within this she organises
and runs the Lincoln Wednesday
Afternoon Bridge Club whose
profits are donated to charitable
causes or to support county
teams in the Midland League.
Elaine has always been a keen
supporter of the game and has
encouraged a great many people
to take up bridge.

Tom Garrett,
Berks & Bucks

Penny Riley,
Cambs & Hunts

Tom has worked hard for county
bridge for over 40 years. He currently serves on the main committee as Membership Secretary
as well as being an EBU shareholder and Regional Club Representative for Berks & Bucks.
Tom founded the Chiltern
Bridge League and was Chairman from 1968-1986 and President ever since. Forty years ago
he also created the very popular
Chiltern Edge Bridge Club. Tom
is also a qualified EBU Director
and a successful bridge teacher.

Besides being the county’s longstanding Membership Secretary,
Penny has contri but ed enor mously to bridge in the area.
While teaching at Chesterton
School, she ran a lunch-time
bridge club, ferrying the team
to regional events.
At club level, her many contributions have included duplimating for a number of clubs –
about 7,000 boards per annum –
as well as providing county
representation and conducting
historical research.

Judy Mitchell,
Staffs & Shrops

Jackie Clinton,
Sussex

Judy has been a very active and
enthusiastic member of the
county Committee for many
years, and is always willing to
take on the extra responsibility.
Two of her most valuable contributions have been the organisation of the county’s annual
Congress and her joint role as
County’s Competitions and
League Secretary.
Judy has also played a similarly
excellent part in the bridge at her
local Shrewsbury Bridge Club,
both as Secretary (1980-2004)
and Treasurer (since 2010).

Jackie learned to play bridge in
1985 and by 1993 was serving on
the West Sussex Bridge Club
Committee. She became the first
female club Chairman in 1995
(until 1998) and held the role
again from 2004 to 2007. Jackie
has directed and duplimated for
WSBC for several years and has
been a great ambassador for the
club. She was elected onto the
County Management Committee in 2002 and became the first
female County Chairman (20072012); she is now a VicePresident of the County.

www.ebu.co.uk

Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful
lessons to be learned from them. See
how your efforts compare with the
experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful
lessons to be learned from them. See
how your efforts compare with the
experts’ bidding.

December 2012
WEST HANDS

December 2012
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(Drijver)
2. N/S Game
Dealer South
(Robson)
*South opens 3´
3. E/W Game
Dealer West
(Helgemo)
4. Game All
Dealer South
(Stockdale)
*North opens 1™
5. Love All
Dealer East
(Dhondy)
6. Game All
Dealer East
(Smith)

´
™
t
®

J86
10 6 3
Void
A Q J 10 9 8 4

1. Game All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

J7
K Q 10 5 2
73
K972

2. N/S Game
Dealer South

´
™
t
®

Q9854
A862
A
J 10 9

3. E/W Game
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

J 10 9 3
542
Q 10 4 3
K 10

4. Game All
Dealer South

´
™
t
®

A3
K J 10 6
K J 10 9 6 5 4
Void

5. Love All
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

AK643
Q2
AQ3
A62

6. Game All
Dealer East

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 38-39

(Brink)

(Allfrey)
*South opens 3´

(Helness)

(Brown)
*North opens 1™

(Senior)

(Brock)

$

1. Game All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

A9532
Void
AKJ843
K5

´
™
t
®

10 2
J76
AKQJ6
A65

´
™
t
®

AK6
K Q 10 7
Q 10 9 7 4 2
Void

´
™
t
®

AKQ42
KQ
Void
AQJ873

´
™
t
®

KQ4
A54
AQ3
J 10 8 5

´
™
t
®

Void
A 10 9 4 3
J965
K Q 10 4

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 38-39

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

– CUT OUT – CUT OUT – CUT OUT –

EBU XMAS OFFERS

EBU XMAS OFFERS

Club Tables

Chicago Scorecards

ONLY £50 each
Table covers also available at £16.88 incl.
members discount – green, blue & wine

Really Easy Books

£3.75 per 100
Jannersten
Bidding Buddies

ALL Really Easy Books,
including Practice Beginning Bridge and
Practice Continuing Bridge

Red, Black & Green ONLY £20 per set of 4

( 01296 397851 / 317200

( 01296 397851 / 317200

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p.

No further discounts.
Prices do not include p&p.

Offers end 21st December 2012.
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Pass Cards
FOLLOWING David Bowers’s
comments in the October issue
of English Bridge about green
pass cards being difficult to see
against a green baize cloth, I
would like to point out that
many of my partners also seem
to have problems locating them
within the bidding box.
Joe Fawcett, Exeter

Curious
Hand
THE following hand was dealt
at a club session on 9th
October and made thirteen
tricks by North-South in either
no-trumps, spades, hearts or
diamonds!
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K J 10 7
KJ
KQJ85
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Has anyone ever come across
this sort of thing before?
Arthur Boschi, by email

‘Tiny URLS’
A TIP for the future (if you
didn’t already know) – long
URLs such as that given at the
bottom of page 5 of the
October issue (https://plus.goo
gle.com/1049406794728101891
06/posts/4NPBQe4WHa8) can
be shortened using ‘tiny urls’
websites, thus providing more
print-friendly addresses such
as http://bit.ly/PUk8Oq
Andrew Pettit,
Haywards Heath
It’s a good idea, thank you, and I
have started using ‘tiny urls’ as
from this issue.

www.ebu.co.uk

Up or Down
the Line

October
Debate

WHAT was Neil Rosen getting
at in his article on fourth suit
forcing (August issue)? He
stated that ‘The old-fashioned
Acol style of bidding four-card
suits up the line has now surely
been rejected by most people.
If you have two four-card
suits, I recommend either
opening the major (best), or
opening the minor then
rebidding no-trumps next.’
When I learnt bridge some
fifty years ago, the style was to
bid the higher of two four-card
suits. I have checked a book
written by Terence Reese some
forty years ago and this is
indeed the style he was advocating. The style of bidding the
lower of two four-card suits
was only introduced to me
when I started playing again
about ten years ago.
Leaving aside the history, I
am a strong advocate of bidding up the line. If you adopt
this approach you can be sure
that if partner opens one of a
major followed by a bid other
than no-trump, that he has a
five-card suit. As the rest of the
world seems to favour systems
based on five-card majors, I
find it very strange to read of
an expert being so disparaging
about a style of bidding which
is effectively a five-card major
system without the artificiality
of ‘funny club’ or ‘better minor’
bids.
Alan Mansell,
Milford-on-Sea

THE better argument was made
by Neil Rosen (Jacoby).
In both cases the jump from
1™ (or 1´) to 2NT takes out a
lot of bidding space so it is
sensible to make sure that at
least one member of the partnership knows what is going on!
This is not the case with
Baron. With Baron there could
be an open suit so 3NT is hopeless, or opener could have a twosuited hand and then has the
problem of how to show the
second suit and a stop without
bypassing 3NT. Jacoby is better
as there is a known fit and so the
bidding can progress naturally.
John Portwood,
Bishop Auckland

We had two debates on the topic of
what to open with 4-4 in two suits,
and neither our distinguished contributors (Ron Klinger, Sandra
Landy, Sally Brock and Chris Jagger),
nor the voters, could agree on which
was the best system – so I guess both
Neil Rosen and Mr Mansell are in
good company!

Alternative
I HAVE read Michael Byrne’s
articles on the Acol 2® convention with interest. However, if
my partner opened 2® and I
had a positive response, I would
bid 3® to allow partner to state
his/her preference on a second
call, thus ensuring in most cases
that 23 points plus are not displayed as dummy. My second
call would show my suit if I had
one of five cards, or I would find
a call to progress the auction.
Perhaps Michael would like to
comment?
Laurie Chandler. by email
Michael Byrne replies: I agree that
having the strong hand as declarer is
often a good idea. I rather suspect,
however, that your method requires
a lot of detailed agreements and
continuations that would be hard to
translate to a casual partnership.
Most of my articles tend to feature
fairly mainstream advice that can be
played even in a casual partnership,
as many people play with different
partners every week.

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Send your letters to the Editor,
Elena Jeronimidis, 23 Erleigh Road,
Reading RG1 5LR, or e-mail
elena@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal address)
The editor reserves the right to
condense letters. Publication does
not mean the EBU agrees with the
views expressed or that the
comments are factually correct.

What’s
Lucky?
RE Tony Gordon’s report on
the 2nd World Bridge Games
(Oc tober issue), did Fiona
Brown really bid 7´ over Susan
Stockdale’s 5t RKCB response
(= three key-cards)?
If so, they could be in a spade
grand slam with a trump suit of
A-K-9-8-7-5-2 opposite a small
doubleton, never mind missing
two kings. A bid of 5™ would
find the spade queen, and reveal
side kings.
PS I thought heather was meant
to be lucky, not lavender!
Stephen Haley, Reading
Our reporters are always scrupulously accurate, and after all, Susan
Stockdale had opened 2NT – and
Fiona Brown was ‘in the zone’!

Sadness
AS an EBU teacher of many
years standing I was both
amazed and saddened at the
article on ‘slow play’ in your
October magazine.
Over the years I have found
that students select themselves
out of bridge if it is ‘not for
them’. In the first term
especially most need very
much sympathetic support
and encouragement.
Joyce Saker, by email r

THE OCTOBER DEBATE – Thank you for your votes and comments.
51% of the voters thought that the Jacoby 2NT is better than the Baron 2NT.
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Play Technique

by Frances Hinden

Endplays
THE EDITOR passed this letter from Dave
Parkin on to me: ‘Hi Elena, has the
magazine produced an article on endplay?
If not, could we have one? Preferably one
that starts with the planning stage and
what to look for to develop more tricks.’
The time to look for an endplay is when
you have a suit which you would prefer
that the opponents lead. There might be a
two-way finesse (A-J-x opposite K-10-x),
or a position such as A-x opposite Q-x
which is worth two tricks if and only if the
player with the king has to lead the suit.
Here’s an example:
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K J 10 8 5
K 10 4
A2
KQ3
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AQ972
AJ5
63
AJ4

You play in 6´ on the lead of the tK. You
have five spade tricks, three club tricks, a
diamond and two hearts on top, and no
source of extra tricks from ruffs. It looks as
if you have to guess who has the queen of
hearts to come to twelve tricks. However,
this hand is tailor-made for an endplay as
you would much rather the opponents lead
hearts for you. You win the opening lead,
draw all the outstanding trumps, cash the
three club winners and then concede the
diamond trick. You have reached a position
with five cards left where you have:

•
•
•
34

Trumps in both hands;
The opponents on lead; and
Any card they lead either gives
you a trick, or removes a guess.
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Q2
AJ5
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Whoever won the diamond must either
play a heart, giving a certain three heart
tricks, or must play a minor suit. If a
minor suit is led, you gain a trick a
different way: you can ruff in one hand
while discarding a heart from the other
(imaginatively known as a ‘ruff-anddiscard’), following which you ruff the
third round of hearts in the other hand
and make the rest of the tricks.
The key on this hand was to take all the
club winners before playing a diamond.
Sometimes you have to work harder, as
can be seen by changing the layout
slightly:
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K J 10 5 3
K 10 4
A2
K92

Q92
AJ5
6
—

You have trumps in both hands and the
opponents on lead, but whoever wins the
diamond trick can simply play a club. You
can ruff that in the South hand, but without
the ruff-and-discard you haven’t gained
anything and still have to guess the location
of the queen of hearts. To avoid that, you
need to ruff the two of clubs in hand before
playing a diamond. Then there is nothing
they can do.
This process of getting rid of all the
cards that would give the opponents a safe
card to lead is called an ‘elimination’ and
can be hard work. Here’s a more complicated example:
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A3
K 10 3
A652
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AQ9872
AJ5
63
A4

In the same 6´ contract on the same tK
lead, it’s not enough to draw trumps and
cash the ace and king of clubs, because this
will be the position before the diamond is
played:
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KQ8752
42
A942
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You get to 6´ by South again. The key to
the hand is to see that the diamond suit is
again one that you would rather the
opponents played for you. In order to
‘eliminate’ all the clubs you need to ruff
www.ebu.co.uk

three of them, as well as draw trumps and
still have a trump left in each hand, so you
need trumps to break 2-1. Suppose you get
a heart lead. You win this with the ace,
then take the ace of clubs and ruff a club
in hand at once. Then you can play a
trump to dummy, ruff another club
(high), play a second trump to dummy
and ruff the last club in hand. Now is the
time to exit in hearts, leaving this position
with the opponents on lead.
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J9
—
K 10 3
—

endplays because you can give the opponents the unpleasant choice of playing the
suit you want or giving a trick with a ruffand-discard. However, endplays are still
possible in no-trumps: now there’s no
possible ruff-and-discard to help, so you
need to get to the point where the
opponent who gains the lead only has one
suit left. That can mean that you need to
do some careful counting:
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N

8
—
A942
—

If they give a ruff-and-discard by playing a
heart or a club, you throw a diamond from
dummy and ruff in hand, and now can
ruff two diamonds in dummy. The
diamond suit itself is more interesting: if
West (say) wins the heart and plays a low
diamond, you can beat an honour from
East with the ace and then finesse against
West.
You aren’t guaranteed to make the
contract: if East has both the queen and
jack of diamonds and West wins the heart,
there is nothing you can do. However, you
have roughly a 50% chance of making (the
queen and jack split between the EastWest hands) rather than the tiny chance of
a singleton honour if you don’t try for the
endplay. If West wins the heart and plays a
diamond honour, you should assume he
has found a cunning play from, say, Q-x-x,
and still finesse against East for the other
honour. If he had both diamond honours
he could have let East win the heart and
beat the contract by force.
This deal shows a common fourth
feature of an endplay:

•

Plan early for the position when
you are going to lose the lead.

Here you can’t afford to play any rounds of
trumps before starting on the club suit, or
you will run out.
Suit contracts are ideally suited (!) to
www.ebu.co.uk
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K Q 10 5
A983
A3
K72

After West opens 1™, then bids 4™ at his
next turn, you choose to play in 6NT by
South after East doubled a 5™ response to
Blackwood. West leads the king of hearts at
trick one and East discards a club. By being
in no-trumps, you have avoided a ruff on
the opening lead, but you only have eleven
tricks: six spades, one heart, one diamond
and three clubs. You start on the spade suit
and West follows to the first round. That’s
good news, because if West has the king of
diamonds (virtually certain for his decision
to open 1™ rather than 4™) you can make
the contract without any guesses.
Cash all six rounds of spades (discarding two hearts) and three clubs to get
to a three-card ending:
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You have, of course, counted how many
hearts West has discarded and you know
that he started with eight. If he has no
hearts left, your nine is a winner. If he
has two hearts, you can cash the ace of

diamonds dropping his (now singleton)
king. If he has one heart and two
diamonds left, then you can play your
heart, and he wins but then has to lead a
diamond away from the king allowing
you to make the queen and the ace.
In the second case, where he has one heart
and two diamonds left, you need to play a
heart. This means that you must have won
the previous trick in hand. That, in turn,
means that you had to order the black suit
winners carefully – the last one had to be
the king of clubs from South. Playing clubs
before spades, or the king of clubs before
the ace, would leave you in the North hand
rather than the South one, and you would
go off. So you not only need to count, you
again need to plan for the ending before you
get there.
Discerning readers will notice that if West
has one heart, one diamond and one club
left, then again his king of diamonds must
now be singleton (you have, of course,
counted all the suits!). However, because
West followed to the first round of spades,
he cannot have any clubs left: he has eight
hearts, one spade, and the assumed king of
diamonds, so cannot have started with
more than three clubs.
On this hand reducing West to the two
important suits, hearts and diamonds, was
easy, but that wasn’t enough. Without the
threat of a ruff-and-discard from playing in
a suit contract, you had to cash all the
spades, or West could keep both tK-x and
two winning hearts. Forcing him to retain a
guarded tK meant he had to throw all his
spare hearts. This ending is usually called a
‘strip squeeze’ or a ‘squeeze throw-in’.
The four hands shown here have got
successively harder – the last one is not only
an endplay but also a squeeze. However,
they have four general elements in
common:

1. Look for a suit you would prefer
the opponents to lead;
2. Plan how to get to the right
position to lose the lead;
3. Get rid of (eliminate) the opponents’ safe leads in all the other
suits;
4. Put the opponents on lead.

This article is only an introduction to a
huge subject. There are only a couple of
dedicated books in print, but any book (or
software) on declarer play that isn’t aimed
solely at beginners will dedicate a lot of
space to endplays.
r
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The Debate

Heather Dhondy

Double for Penalties after a Jump to 4M
Two top players debate a hot bridge topic. Tell us whose argument has won you over by e-mailing elena@ebu.co.uk

YOU PICK up a decent hand, but before
you know it, the auction is at the four
level. What can you do? It is a horrible
problem that we are all too often faced
with, and of course you are forced into
guessing to an extent. That is why we all
love to pre-empt, because of the headache
it gives our opponents. Your RHO raises
one of a major to four and he might be
bidding purely on the basis of the level of
the fit with very little in his hand, or may
have close to opening values if he
considers his hand unsuitable for slam.
This means that you may have nothing on
your way at all, or you could have a game
or a slam, or possibly a decent sacrifice. It’s
a minefield!
I’m going to argue the case for doubles
in this sort of situation to be penaltyorientated. When I say that, I don’t mean
that we wait for a trump stack before
doubling: what I mean is that our double
is made with the expectation that it will be
left in more often than it is removed. Let’s
not forget that in forcing us to guess at a
high level, the opponents are also
guessing, so we don’t want to give their
bidding too much respect. I’d like to start
by making an assumption that if we hold a
good hand, the opponents are unlikely to
be making their contract, therefore leaving
the double in with a weak hand is not a
dangerous option. The main danger is that
we are not going to get rich enough from
defending their contract, if we have something better on ourselves. For this reason I
would propose that the double of a highlevel contract should only be removed to
what you would normally expect to be a
making contract. One further point to
bear in mind is that your contract may be
tougher to make than normal because bad
breaks and ruffs lurk in the opponents’
hands – it is precisely because of their
distributional hands that they have upped
the ante so high in the first place.
Let’s consider the type of hand that
36
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would remove such a double. Remember
this is the type of hand where you expect to
get richer by playing the hand yourself than
from the penalty you assume you are
collecting from the opponents contract.
You would be looking at a distributional
hand yourself – perhaps a long suit of your
own, or a two- or three-suiter. Balanced
hands would look to defend. Points in your
long suits are better for declaring, points in
the short suits are better for defending. Of
course, vulnerability and form of scoring
are big factors here, both in terms of what
we might expect from the opponents’
bidding and also whether we would be
richer from playing the contract ourselves.
If the opponents are vulnerable, we
should, perhaps, respect their bidding a
little more than when non-vulnerable.
Non-vulnerable opponents may have very
little, and could be talking you out of
something. What does this mean for your
decision? It means that you should be
more inclined to leave vulnerable opponents to play in their contract, as the
chances of removing to a making contract
are reduced, and also vulnerable undertricks will compensate you better.
Playing teams, you will be more inclined
to leave a double in also. It is an insurance
policy. You may not get as rich as making
your game but you will collect a plus
score, whereas if you go down in your
game when you had a penalty available,
you might lose a bigger swing.
The specific auction given to us by the
reader who asked for this debate was
(2´) – Pass – (4´) – Double, so let’s
consider a few examples:
(a) ´ 2 ™ AK43 t K1074 ® KQ53
(b) ´ AJ2 ™ KQ5 t Q1084 ® A75
(c) ´ — ™ Q1073 t A762 ® K8762

On Hand (a) you would double, whether
the emphasis was on penalties or take-out.
On Hand (b) you would be uncom-

fortable about making a take-out double
since your partner may well go down at
the five level, and you know that you have
a very likely plus score against their
contract. It is exactly because of these
types of hands that you want to be
applying an emphasis on penalties. If you
feel constrained to pass on these hands,
you will allow the opponents to trample
all over you.
However, there’s no such thing as a free
lunch, and on Hand (c), if you were
playing take-out doubles and you were
non-vulnerable against vulnerable, you
might be able to find yourself a sacrifice.
Of course, playing penalty-oriented
doubles, you would have to pass this hand
Finally, let’s consider the types of hands
facing the double, and what you should do
with those:
(d) ´
(e) ´
(f) ´
(g) ´

432
2 ™
2 ™
103

™ 432 t 5432 ® 432
Q1053 t J973 ® AQ94
AQ1084 t Q10852 ® J4
™ AQ94 t K862 ® K43

Hand (d), at any form of scoring and any
vulnerability, should pass. If the opponents make it, that’s too bad.
Hand (e) is also a pass for me. There is
no guarantee that anything is making at
the five level with my very moderate suits,
so I should settle for my safe plus score.
On Hand (f) I have the right attributes to
remove the double. I have a distributional
hand with my points in my long suits, and
I expect to make five of a red suit. I would
bid 4NT showing a two-suiter.
On Hand (g) you might consider the vulnerability and form of scoring. Vulnerable
against not, you may not be compensated
for what looks a likely, but far from guaranteed, contract your way. If partner has a
very good hand, you might even miss
slam. However, I would still be inclined to
pass, and take my sure penalty – after all,
don’t forget those horrible bad breaks! r
www.ebu.co.uk

The Debate

Barry Rigal

Double for Take-out after a Jump to 4M
Or write to the Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR. Short comments for publication are welcome.

THERE ARE three basic categories of
auction where a double of 4™ or 4´ produces controversy. The first occurs after an
opening of 4™ or 4´. The second comes up
when second hand passes a one-, two-, or
three-level major suit opening, third hand
raises to game, and fourth hand doubles.
The third sequence arises when second
hand doubles a major suit opening (again
at the one-, two-, or three-level), and third
hand raises to game, with advancer (i.e,
the doubler’s partner) doubling.
What I plan to say applies to both spade
and heart sequences, although the takeout element applies slightly more to the
auctions where the opponents bid hearts
as 4´ is a possible final contract for your
side.
Critical to these sequences is that
whether playing pairs or teams you want
to be able to double and describe your
hand as frequently as possible, rather than
maximising the gain that arises from the
call. Being able to double an opening
bid of 4™ to show ™K-J-9-x would leave
you well placed, but you will never have
that hand. Conversely, doubling every
time you have an opening hand comes up
frequently, but leaves the responding hand
far less well placed.
So I’m going to suggest that the right
place on the axis to have the double is
much closer to take-out than penalty,
precisely because the more cards in one
suit your RHO has, the fewer cards you are
likely to hold. You don’t want to wait to
double until both you and RHO have
length in the same suit.
At the ‘minimum-shapely’ end of the
spectrum you should double 4™ with:

to a five-card suit, or bid 4NT with a twosuited hand. With a minimum balanced
hand he’d tend to pass and hope for the
best. With the second example and the heart
king instead of the ace, pass, don’t double.
The identical situation arises when the
opponents open a suit and raise to game.
The opponents are now expected to have a
bigger fit than over the four-level opening,
but responder’s jump to game limits the
partnership values. You may run into a few
pairs (facing a limited opening bid) who
jump to game with a balanced 12-count;
more likely is that the opponents have
approximately half the deck and ten cards
in their suit. I might not double with the
first quoted example hand above – but
make the club jack into the queen and I
would. Since the opponents have a real fit,
your double must be primarily take-out
here. Pass with the balanced strong hand
and take your small penalty.
So how should you respond to a double
of 4™ and a double of 4´ here? I suggest
you consider a double of 4™ as one you
should take out if you have a sensible
destination in mind in the form of a oneor two-suited hand, high-card points notwithstanding. I’d remove a double of 4™
to 4´ with, say:
´ K954 ™ 107 t J10864 ®95.

This would work well enough here. As to
the double of 4´, again remove with shape,
but I’d consider the double closer to
optional here. Vulnerable with 5-4 in the
minors and fewer than 6 points, I’d tend to
pass. Non-vulnerable with one spade (or
three, so that I could infer real shortage
opposite) and especially facing vulnerable

opponents, I’d probably remove to 4NT.
Finally we come to advancer’s position
when second hand has doubled an
opening bid and the opponents have
raised to game. The position is broadly
similar whether they have bid hearts or
spades (or have opened at the one-level or
pre-empted): advancer will bid spades
over hearts if he can (or 4NT with a twosuited hand, typically the minors over 4™)
so advancer’s double denies that hand.
Advancer’s double here should again not
be construed as penalties based on trumps.
With:
´ QJ93 ™ K54 t 1073 ® 974

pass over 4´ and wait for partner to
double again, then pass. ‘Transferable
values’ sums up what is expected – the
cynical would say it asks partner to make
the last mistake.
I’d expect such a double to be the
equivalent of a hand that would expect
partner to make any contract if he
removes the double. So if he has doubled
with extras or real shape he bids. A
borderline hand for passing out 4´
doubled would be:
´ 3 ™ A974 t AQ85 ® KQ104.

The 4-4-4-1 shape is not nearly as
promising as a 5-4-3-1 pattern. I would
surely act were the diamond five the club
three instead.
To sum up, I may be naïve in believing
the opponents, but I play that if they get to
the four-level in a hurry they are probably
right. I double, expecting partner to
remove if he thinks he has a reason, and
only to pass if he knows it is right or if he
thinks everything else is worse.
r

´ Q1063 ™ 4 t AQ73 ® KJ64.

At the ‘balanced, working high-cards’
end of the spectrum I’d happily double 4™
with:
´ AQ3 ™ A104 t Q92 ® KJ64.

Partner will remove the double with a
singleton heart and a few scattered values
www.ebu.co.uk

THE ‘DEBATE’ TAKES A BREAK
Our ‘Debate’ column has being going strong for over five years, but we now feel it
is time it took a break. It will come back when we have put together a new, strong
list of suitable topics. In the meantime, we can look forward to a new column of
‘Great Bridge Disasters’, by David Burn, starting in 2013.
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Bidding Quiz

by David Bird

Beat Today’s Experts
Answers to Problems on Page 31
1. Game All. Dealer West.
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J86
10 6 3
Void
A Q J 10 9 8 4

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

West

East

Drijver

Brink

3®
6®

4t

A9532
Void
AKJ843
K5

THE DEAL comes from a quarter-final of the
2012 Spingold, with Nickell facing Brink. How
do you rate that East hand, facing a vulnerable

2. N/S Game. Dealer South.
´
™
t
®

J7
K Q 10 5 2
73
K972

´
™
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®

N
W

E
S

West

North

Robson

Carcassonne Allfrey

Labaere

Pass

3´
Pass

Pass
4™

East

10 2
J76
AKQJ6
A65
South

Dble

3. E/W Game. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

Q9854
A862
A
J 10 9
West

38

N
W

E
S
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AK6
K Q 10 7
Q 10 9 7 4 2
Void

East

Helgemo

Helness

1´
2™
4t
5™

2t
4®
4´
6™
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3® opening from partner?
The first point to note is that you should be
happy to make clubs trumps. Partner has suggested a strong seven-card suit, no doubt
solidified by your ®K-x. You are bringing a
very large pack of lager to the party: the ´A,
the tA-K in a suit that partner can perhaps
establish, also a heart ruff or two.
Bas Drijver (yes, Simon Cochemé would
have fun with that name) and Sjoert Brink are
members of the Netherlands team that are
current Bermuda Bowl champions. As you
would expect, they have well-worked responses
to an opening pre-empt. 3t would ask for a
three-card major, 3™/3´ would show a six-

The remaining deals all come from the world
championship in Lille. Our Open team performed disappointingly after their fine showing in the European Championship. This certainly wasn’t the fault of the incoming pair,
Andrew Robson and Alexander Allfrey, who
were our best pair in the Butler rankings.
What should East do when 3´ runs to him?
The most important point is that he should
not pass! West cannot speak on his own cards
with some flattish 10-13 points, so there
could easily be a game available.

Canada face Monaco in the Open round-of16. What should Tor Helness say over Geir
Helgemo’s 2™ rebid?
He leaps to 4®, a splinter bid that agrees
hearts and shows at most one club. There are
two good reasons now why West should cuebid 4t, despite having opened on a minimum
11 points.
The first reason is that his hand fits the splinter bid very well, with jack-to-three opposite
the shortage, so his hand is no longer a minimum. The second is that you should always
cue-bid a side-suit ace when this does not raise
the level of the contract, even on a minimum
hand. For all you know, this is all the information that partner needs to bid a slam.

card suit and be invitational. Brink’s 4t was a
slam-try in clubs, duly accepted by Drijver. The
contract was easily made after a spade lead.
Declarer won and discarded two spades, subsequently ruffing two hearts.
(After a trump lead you would win with the
®K, ruff a diamond, ruff a heart, ruff a diamond and draw trumps, with good chances).
At the other table Nick Nickell (East) bid 3t
to look for a spade fit and went 300 down in
4´. 17 IMPs away!
n Awards: 6® (10), 5® (6), 4´ (4), part-scores
(2), 3NT (1).

Bidding 4t is not a good idea because this
carries the bidding past 3NT. The best action
by far is a take-out double. This allows partner
to bid 3NT if he has some values and a spade
stopper. Sometimes, partner will wish to pass
the double. Here Robson was happy to bid 4™,
which was easily made.
n Awards: 4™ (10), 3´ by South doubled (6),
3´ by South (4).

Helness was still interested in a grand slam
and cue-bid 4´. When Helgemo signed off in
5™, he raised to 6™. Both majors broke 3-2 and
the slam easily made.
Can you guess the contract reached at the
other table? They stopped in game. Somewhat
surprisingly, their chosen game was 5®. The
bidding was 1´ – 2t – 2™ – 2´ – 3® – 5®.
East’s 2t was forcing to game and 3® presumably showed 5-4-1-3 shape. As for the meaning
of 5®, that will depend on whether you ask
East or West!
n Awards: 6™ (10), 6´/games (7), 7™ (5), 7´
(3).

www.ebu.co.uk

4. Game All. Dealer South.
´
™
t
®

J 10 9 3
542
Q 10 4 3
K 10

´
™
t
®

N
E

W
S

AKQ42
KQ
Void
AQJ873

West

North

East

South

Stockdale

Sjoberg

Brown

Rimstedt

Pass
3´

1™
Pass

2™
6´

Pass
Pass

5. Love All. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

J 10 9 6
932
87
K976
´
™
t
®

A3
N
K J 10 6
W
E
K J 10 9 6 5 4
S
Void
´ 8752
™ Q87
t 2
® AQ432

KQ4
A54
AQ3
J 10 8 5

West

North

East

South

Dhondy

Vives

Senior

Poizat

3t
3´
4NT
7t

Pass
Pass
Pass

1NT
3™
4t
5´

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

6. Game All. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

AK643
Q2
AQ3
A62

West
Smith

1´
2t
2´
4NT

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

Void
A 10 9 4 3
J965
K Q 10 4

East
Brock

1™
2®
2™
2NT

The England Women's team, who had finished only in fourth place in their qualifying
group, beat mighty China in the Round-of 16.
They then faced Sweden in the quarter-finals.
North opens 1™ in third seat and Fiona Brown
makes a Michaels cue-bid, showing spades
and a minor. This convention is mostly used
on quite modest hands. Here she holds a twoloser giant and will bid strongly after partner’s
response.
With four-card spade support Stockdale
jumps to 3´. This is a relatively weak bid, since
she would bid 3™ with a strong raise. Hearing

After beating Sweden, England face France in
the semi-finals. Nevena Senior opens 1NT and
Heather Dhondy’s 3t shows long diamonds
and slam interest. 3™ and 3´ are cue-bids,
showing the ace or king. What does East’s 4t
mean?
It carries the important information that
East does not hold the ®A or ®K; otherwise
she would have cue-bid 4®. Dhondy can now
bid Roman Key-card Blackwood even though
she has a void! 5´ shows the two red aces and
the tQ. Although Dhondy cannot count thirteen tricks, the grand may be cold (if East has
the ´K and ™Q). It is likely to be on a heart
guess at worst. Bravely, she bids 7t!
Dhondy wins the trump lead and draws
trumps. She cashes three spades to throw a
heart and runs her trump suit.
It should be clear to the French South that
declarer is void in clubs. Why bid 7t otherwise? North throws two hearts to keep

Nicola Smith aimed to invite a slam without
committing to one. She bid a game-forcing
fourth-suit 2t on the second round, waiting
patiently with 2´ at her next turn. When partner continued with 2NT, she had her chance
to invite a slam. She raised to 4NT. This
showed around 18 or 19 points and was a
non-forcing natural slam try. Sally Brock was
happy to drop the bidding and eleven tricks
were made.
At the other table France had a similar auction, scoring ten tricks in 4NT. Well bid to
both pairs.

of four spades opposite, Brown expects the
slam to be on the club finesse at worst. She
closes a short but very sweet auction with a
leap to 6´, an easy make.
n Awards: 6´ (10), 6® (9), games (4).

her ®K-9. On the last trump South throws a
heart to keep her ®A. The king and ace of
hearts bring down the queen and the grand is
made. (If South had thrown the ®A, Dhondy
would place her with the ™Q anyway.)
At the other table East opened 1NT, West
showed her diamonds and over 3´ subsided in
3NT. It was a massive swing to England, who
won the semi-final and went on to defeat
Russia in the final. Brilliant!
n Awards: 6t (10), 7t (9), games (4).

Tips to remember

•

You need some bid to invite a
slam after a 3® or 3t opening.
Consider using a four-level response in the other minor.

•

When partner is unlimited, you
should cue-bid an ace on a minimum hand if this will not raise
the level of the bidding.

•

Do not drive to a slam when you
have 18-19 points and no good fit.
Look for some way to make a
slam try, involving partner in the
decision.

•

When a pre-empt runs to you in
fourth seat, a take-out double is
the most flexible action.
r

n Awards: 4NT/3NT (10), 4™ (8), 6NT (4).
This is another deal from the semi-final
against France. Most players would open 1™
on that East hand nowadays. You can imagine
how the bidding might go in the average club
game. West would blast into 6NT: ‘I had 19
points, partner, including three aces and the
queen of your suit. Sorry, but you didn’t give
me much of a dummy!’

www.ebu.co.uk

´ ™t®
Our world stars, headed by the fabulous
England Women’s team, have done us proud.
59 out of 60! You had no chance to beat them
– sorry about that. After paying homage to
their splendid bidding, we will look for some
tips.
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CLUB DIRECTOR & COUNTY
DIRECTOR TRAINING
COURSES 2012-2013
ESSENTIALS £37
Salisbury
Harrow
Coventry
Headcorn, Maidstone
Worthing
Brighton
Aylesbury EBU
BOOK RULINGS £42
Cambridge
Harrow
Salisbury
Coventry
Headcorn
Worthing
Brighton
Aylesbury EBU
JUDGMENT RULINGS £42
Aylesbury EBU
Cambridge
Darlington
Harrow
Salisbury
Coventry
Headcorn
Worthing
Brighton
Aylesbury EBU
ASSESSMENT £47
Aylesbury EBU
Cambridge
Darlington
Harrow
Salisbury
Coventry
Headcorn
Worthing
Brighton
Aylesbury EBU

Thursday 13 December
Saturday 26 January 2013
Saturday 2 February 2013
Saturday 13 April 2013
Saturday 27 April 2013
Monday 12 August 2013
Wednesday 16 October 2013
Sunday 9 December 2012
Saturday 23 February 2013
Thursday 28 February 2013
Saturday 9 March 2013
Saturday 11 May 2013
Saturday 1 June 2013
Tuesday 13 August 2013
Wednesday 20 November 2013

Around & About
20TH BIRTHDAY
SUMMERTOWN BRIDGE Club celebrated its 20th anniversary in
July, entertained by young musicians and magician Julian Charles.
Special guests included Robert Procter, chairman of Oxfordshire
Bridge Association, and Sue Campbell, the club’s founding chairman, who related the story of the club’s birth. Former chairman
David Bygott provided a good-humoured account of the club's
history, supported by a photo display. Holly Kilpatrick led the team
responsible for organising the hugely popular evening. Her helpers
included club Secretary Steph Bliss, Bridget Watson, and Sara Alden
who over the last two years has enthused club members to raise
over £2,000 for Children in Need.

Wednesday 12 December FULL
Sunday 20 January 2013 FULL
Saturday 23 February 2013
Saturday 23 March 2013
Thursday 28 March 2013
Saturday 20 April 2013
Saturday 8 June 2013
Saturday 29 June 2013
Wednesday 14 August 2013
Wednesday 11 December 2013
Wednesday 16 January 2013 FULL
Sunday 10 February 2013
Saturday 27 April 2013
Saturday 27 April 2013
Thursday 9 May 2013
Saturday 8 June 2013
Saturday 13 July 2013
Saturday 20 July 2013
Thursday 15 August 2013
Wednesday 15 January 2014

New courses planned: Applications are now open for courses to be
run starting in the period December 2012 to May 2013. Please contact john@ebu.co.uk at the EBU if your club would interested in
hosting the courses and there has been nothing in your area for the
last two years. Courses planned for 2013 include Headcorn,
Maidstone; Cuckfield, W.Sussex; Southport; Manchester and
Aylesbury. Details will appear here and on the EBU website.

From the left: Steph Bliss, Bridget Watson and Sara Alden
Summertown Bridge Club meets on Monday evenings at the
Maison Française in Oxford. For info, visit the club website at www.
summerbridge.org.uk
(Erica Sheppard and Krys Kazmierczak)

FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE

ONE-DAY COUNTY PREPARATION COURSE
18 May 2013
This one-day course held at EBU Aylesbury office is intended
for people who are thinking of tackling the County Course. It uses
material from previous County Course on harder book and judgement rulings and the EBU White Book TD guide. Course fee £45.

For further information, or to register for a course

( 01296 317203 or email peter@ebu.co.uk
CONCESSIONS FOR AFFILIATED CLUBS
Under the Universal Membership scheme affiliated clubs are invited to send a
second club member to a TD course FREE OF CHARGE where the club sends a
full paying member to any of the club TD courses. The offer is on a ‘like for like’
basis – so when a club books a place (from one to four courses) it receives the
equivalent free for another member of the same club. To take advantage of the
scheme both the paying member and the free member must be booked at the
same time and the booking must be made by the registered secretary of the
club. (Note: this scheme does not include the County Director or County
Refresher courses held annually, nor the County Preparation day course.)
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Watford’s Mayor, Dorothy Thornhill, with Alastair Allan
WATFORD’S ELECTED Mayor, Dorothy Thornhill, attended
Watford and Bushey Bridge Club’s 50th Anniversary celebrations
in September to present founding secretary and former Watford
Mayor, Alastair Allan with an award to mark 50 years service to
the Bridge Club and the community of Watford. The ceremony
formed part of the Club’s annual Open Evening and attracted an
audience of fifty, including nineteen guests.
(Donald Reid)
www.ebu.co.uk

Around & About
CITY CHARITY CUP

KENDAL BC CELEBRATES ITS
50TH BIRTHDAY IN STYLE
OVER ONE hundred members gathered at The Castle Green
Hotel in October to celebrate Kendal Bridge Club’s 50th
anniversary. The club was founded in September 1962 in a small
room in the Fleece Inn in Kendal.
The special day consisted of a bridge competition followed by
a quiz. Guests joined members in the evening for a formal dinner,
where the club was honoured to welcome Graham Jepson as guest
speaker. He praised Kendal Bridge Club for its enthusiasm, its
professional approach and its friendliness.

From the left: Brenda Ryley, David Wing and Mamie Seal
DAVID WING, cycle-riding bridge player, arrived in Hull at the
August Bank Holiday weekend as part of his charity tour to all fiftyone English cities. Over £300 was raised at Hull Bridge Club at an
afternoon ‘Bridge and Cream Tea’ event in aid of Alzheimer’s
Society.
To her credit, the inaugural event of the Hull City Charity Cup
was won by the oldest club member, Mamie Seal (aged 98) and
her partner Brenda Ryley, with a score of 60.91%. The trophy was
presented by David Wing who also donated it.
Hull Bridge Club is open to members and visitors most
evenings. Visit www.hull-bridge-club.org.uk
(Penny Joseph)

THE OLYMPICS COME TO
WETHERBY BRIDGE CLUB

Rosemary Search, with commemorative medal and posy of flowers
OPPOSITION BUZZ, one of the horses in the Olympics silver
medal eventing team, is owned by Rosemary Search, a member of
Wetherby Bridge Club. When Rosemary returned to the club, we
held a presentation ceremony. Unfortunately, club funds did not
stretch to a silver medal, but she seemed happy with the plastic
substitute!
(Steve Hall)
www.ebu.co.uk

Janice Wilkinson (left) and Janice Mitchell
with Club President Peter Brown
Peter Brown, one of the founder members of the club and now
president, was called upon to give out the prizes. China mugs had
been designed for the occasion by committee member, John
Ellwood. On the day the blue section winners were Janice
Wilkinson and Janice Mitchell (above in the picture). The prize for
the red section could not be presented by the president as he was,
in fact, the winner. Mike Howse, long time member and chief
organiser of the event, was delighted to present the prize to ‘our
founding father’, now president, Peter Brown and his partner, Pat
Downes. ‘Clearly Peter, who was the club’s first secretary 50 years
ago, remains one of the club’s leading players,’ said Mike.
Introducing Philip Wraight, Mike said: ‘It is because of the
sustained commitment to teaching by the club’s chairman, Philip
Wraight, that the KBC has reached its 50th year in such a very
healthy condition.’ Membership was declining until Philip arrived
in Kendal and started his highly successful bridge classes nine
years ago. The resulting injection of players has reinvigorated the
club. Today the club has 176 members and meets at Abbot Hall
Community Centre, Kendal, on Monday and Thursday evenings.
On Tuesday evenings there is teaching and supervised play for
those wishing to learn and improve.
A delightful day’s celebration ended with flowers and thanks
and will surely mark a milestone in the history of Kendal Bridge
(Wendy Ellwood)
Club’s first fifty years.
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Bidding Judgment

by Andrew Kambites

Fits and Misfits
MOST PLAYERS understand the
desirability of finding a fit. By a fit they
mean knowing they have eight cards in the
suit, making it suitable to be trumps.
However a partial fit improves the hand.
Suppose partner opens 1´. What would
you respond with hands a), b), and c)?

Hand A
´ K6
™ AQ654
t 965
® 754

Hand B
´ Void
™ AQ654
t K965
® 7542

Hand C
´ Void
™ A Q 10 9 4
t K 10 9 8
® 10 7 4 2

In each case your choices are 2™ (9+
points) or 1NT (6-9 points). How do you
decide with these 9-point hands?
My starting point is to imagine responding 2™ and to look at my options on the
next round if partner rebids 2´.
If I respond 2™ I am forcing him to bid
again, and he might be forced to rebid 2´
on as poor a suit as ´A-J-4-3-2. I would
have to pass this. It seems to me that we
have the majority of points and it would
not be sensible to leave him in a spade
contract with a trump suit of ´A-J-4-3-2
opposite a void or singleton.
If I respond 1NT, I am not forcing him
to bid again. If he chooses to rebid 2´ he
will have at least a six-card suit. With a
misfitting 9 points I would do better to
keep the bidding low and give him an
opportunity to pass.
A 2™ response seems fine with Hand A.
If he rebids 2´, I can pass with a clear
conscience.
If I respond 2™ with Hand B, I am really
stuck if he rebids 2´. It is better to respond
1NT, keeping the bidding low on a misfit.
42
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However, suppose he rebids 2™ over my
1NT response. We now have at least a ninecard heart fit! I will now evaluate my hand
as six losers in support of hearts and jump
to 4™. Note the way that my initial caution
with a misfit is replaced by optimism. Good
players re-evaluate their hands as more
evidence surfaces.
But I can hear dubious noises about
Hand C. Isn’t there too great a chance of
missing game if I respond 1NT? Perhaps,
so I respond 2™ but I don’t then pass a
rebid of 2´. I have responded 2™
because I have upgraded my hand with so
many intermediate cards. If I am treating
it as worth 10-11 points, I will be consistent and continue with 2NT.

Principle: With a misfit, keep the
bidding low. Prefer a bid that allows
partner to pass to a bid that makes
him rebid.

Principle: With 9 points and a
singleton or void in partner’s suit,
don’t change suit at the two level and
then pass when he rebids his suit.

Opener also should be constantly re-evaluating his assets. You open 1´ with the West
hand in Layouts 1 and 2. Perhaps you regard
the hand as borderline between rebidding
2´ and 3´. Your fit (or misfit) with partner’s response should help you decide.

´
™
t
®

Layout 1
A Q 10 9 6 3
N
A J 10
W
E
Q 10 3
S
3

West
1´
3´

´
™
t
®

East
2t
4´

KJ
752
AJ742
842

Note how snugly West’s diamond holding
fits with East in Layout 1. If the diamond
finesse works, declarer may make twelve
tricks.

´
™
t
®

Layout 2
A Q 10 9 6 3
N
A J 10
E
W
S
Q 10 3
3

West
1´
2´

´
™
t
®

KJ
752
842
AJ742

East
2®
Pass

In Layout 2, 2´ is quite high enough!
Note that West’s level of rebid was
influenced by how well his honour cards
fitted partner’s suit. We can talk about a fit
even if we are not sure it is an eight-card
fit, and even if we have no intention of
making the suit trumps.

Principle: With honour cards and
some length in partner’s suit, upgrade your hand. With shortage in
partner’s suit, downgrade your hand.

It is worth noting that if partner has a
minimum two-level response he should
have honour cards in the suit. With a poor
suit and only 9 points he should prefer a
1NT response.
Note, also, that three small cards in
partner’s suit is not particularly attractive:

´
™
t
®

Layout 3
A Q 10 9 6 3
N
A K 10
W
E
S
853
3

´
™
t
®

KJ
752
AJ742
842

Game is playable but if the defenders get
www.ebu.co.uk

round to attacking hearts early 4´ is not a
good contract.
The ability to keep the bidding low with
misfits is an easy source of good scores for
experienced players. Holding Hand D, you
open 1™. Partner responds 1´, you rebid
2t and partner continues with 2´. What
do you do now?
At club level 2NT
Hand D
would be the common,
´ 8
but very ill-advised
™ AJ876
choice. The argument
t KQ42
would be: ‘He guards
® A 10 7
the spades: I guard the
other three suits’.
Perhaps, but to play in
no-trumps you need to make tricks, not just
stop your opponents making them. 2´
shows a weak hand with a goodish six-card
suit. You can almost envisage layout 4:

Layout 4
´
™
t
®

8
AJ876
KQ42
A 10 7

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

KQJ942
53
63
J85

What is the correct contract in Layout 4?
Clearly 2´! No-trump contracts have no
chance whatsoever because there is no

entry to East’s spades. West must pass 2´!

19 – 21 April 2013
Principle: Don’t fight partner. With a
weak, misfitting hand arrange for
the auction to end as soon as
possible!

Principle: If one player has a good
suit but an otherwise weak hand,
that suit should usually be trumps.
Otherwise there is likely to be no
entry to the long suit.

REALLY EASY
SPRING
BREAK
DERBY
The Hallmark Midland Hotel
Midland Road, Derby DE1 2SQ
( 01332 345894

I will end with a wonderful story of one of
the world’s top players, learning the game at
the age of 12 by playing with his father. Each
of them had a long suit. The auction went:
Dad
1™
2™
3™

Junior
1´
2´
3´

7´
Opponents doubled and Junior was
furious, demanding an explanation from
Dad. Dad was exceedingly laid back,
answering: ‘I thought 7´ would save four
rounds of bidding!’
r

The hotel package is £143 per person
with no single supplement.
Make reservations directly
with the hotel.

Bridge fees: £40 per person

Lords v Commons 2012

Four sessions of bridge plus two
days half-board at this historic hotel
opposite Derby railway station.
The event starts with dinner on
Friday evening at 6.30pm followed
by the first session of bridge. A
bridge lesson on Saturday morning
followed by play sessions in the
afternoon and evening. Finally on
Sunday a Swiss Pairs event with a
break for a light lunch. The event
finishes around 3.30pm.

ENTRIES LIMITED TO 60 PEOPLE
(RESIDENTS ONLY)
Suitable for students in their
first or second year of learning.
The House of Lords beat the House of Commons by 1900 points in the annual
teams-of-eight bridge match held at the House of Lords on 8th November 2012.
Congratulations to (from left to right above) Lord Skelmersdale, Lord Harrison,
Baroness Billingham, Baroness Henig (captain), Susie Allfrey, John Deech, the Earl
of Caithness and Lord Kalms.
Bob Blackman (captain of the Commons) won the award for the best played
hand, presented by Stephen Perry of London Export Limited, the event sponsors.
The Commons team included several former MPs and consisted of Bob Blackman,
Michael Mates, Robin Squire, Evan Harris, Duncan Brack, Lord Baker, Baroness
Oppenheim-Barnes and Lord Hamilton.

www.ebu.co.uk

Entries & enquiries to
EBU Competitions
Department
( 01296 317 203 / 219
or e-mail comps@ebu.co.uk

www.reallyeasybridge.com
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COUNTY NEWS
Landmark
Promotions
July 2012 –
October 2012
LANDMARK
PROMOTIONS

• There are currently four

•

•

•

landmark promotions
(Master, 5000 Master
Points; Regional Master,
10,000 MPs including at
least 25 Green Points;
Life Master, 60,000 MPs
including at least 150
Green Points; and Grand
Master, 120,000 MPs
including at least 600
Green Points). When you
are promoted to one of
these four levels, you
receive a good quality gift
and free entry into the
Ranked Masters pairs.
All other promotions
enter a four-monthly
Master Point draw with
three prizes – first prize is
two nights Dinner, Bed &
Breakfast for two people
at a Puma Hotel.
The winner of the most
black points in each affiliated club’s events enters
the Annual Prize Draw
for the Club Champions
with a first prize of £400.
The annual local and
national awards
continue.

Congratulations
to the newly promoted
Premier Grand Masters:
Mr DS Jones, Avon
Mr GC Osborne, Surrey

Congratulations
to the newly promoted
Grand Masters:
Mr JL Cooke, Cambs & Hunts
Dr GH Fullerton, Notts
Mrs S Galloway, Yorks
Mr RA Loveridge, Lancs
Mr M Prior, Kent

Avon
www.avoncba.org.uk
BELATED congratulations to Huw Oliver
– Andrew Urbanski
for winning the Celtic
Congress Swiss Pairs in
July.
There were notable Avon achievements at the West of England Congress in
October. Congratulations to Chris King –
Andrew Urbanski (Mixed Pairs winners
and 9th in the Championship Pairs), and
Tony Gammon – Huw Oliver (4th in the
Championship Pairs). Well done to Andy
and Cathy Smith for winning the Swiss
Pairs, Rob Lawy (4th), Alan Birch –
Colin Panes (5th), Gareth Evans
– Mike Short (11th). In the Swiss Teams,
David Jones, Trevor Ward and Rob Lawy
came 2nd, and Mike Elliott and Tony
Letts 8th.
Well done to Mike Huggins, Jeremy
Rickard, Irene Robinson and Aidan
Schofield for winning the Welsh Foursomes in September.
Diary dates: Jan 13, Garden Cities
Qualifier, Bristol BC. Jan 14, National
Pairs Qualifier, West of England BC. Jan
29, National Pairs Qualifier, Bristol BC.

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
WINNERS of the Opening Pairs in September
were Ron Davis – Alan
Oddie. The Men’s and
Ladies’ Pairs were played
simultaneously at Wilstead in October and the respective
winners were Alan Cooke – Brian Keable
and Susan Ford – Louise Smith.
At the Bedford Congress in September,
Alan Shillitoe – Daniel McIntosh were 3rd
in the Championship Pairs. In the GP
Swiss Teams event, 2nd place went to Iain
Roberts, Alan Oddie, Ron Davis and
Daniel McIntosh. At the Guernsey Congress in September, Alan Cooke – John
Gardner (from Dorset) won the Men’s
Pairs; Alan Cooke – Maris Sheppard were
2nd in the Mixed Pairs and their team

were 3rd in the Pivot Teams. In the
Seniors’ Teams, 2nd place went to Alan
Cooke, Maris Sheppard, Maureen and
Brian Stairs. Well done to all concerned!
Bridge coaching has recently been
restarted at Wardown Bridge Club in
Luton, so if you know of somebody
beginning bridge who would be interested in improving their game, please
contact the club for more details.
Diary dates: Dec 13, Seniors’ Teams,
2pm, Wilstead. Jan 17, Marsh Trophy
(formerly 1-Star Pairs), 2pm, Wilstead.
Jan 24, BBA Swiss Pairs, 7.30pm, Wilstead.

Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
THIS report has to start
with a great ‘thank ‘you’ to
Nigel Thompson for his
excellent and devoted B&B
CBA chairmanship during
many challenging years.
The new main Committee is slightly
slimmer, so big thanks also to Mike Baily
and Heather Perry for their time as committee members.
Tom Garrett has received a very welldeserved Dimmie Fleming Award for his
long-standing contribution to bridge in
our county (see page 30).
Carole Mueller has taken over as
Dealing Machine Officer from Chrys
Poole, who has been dealing for many
years; huge thanks to both. Pat Dowdeswell will be responsible for organising our
GP weekends as from next year. Do come
along and support us on June 22-23!
BBCBA has now purchased BM2s to
replace the old Bridgemates.
The number of children involved in
school mini-bridge is now exceeding
350 – a great success due to Joan Bennett
and her team.
In the EBU September Sim Pairs Gwen
Western – David Horan were Wednesday
runners-up and Mick Green – Chris
Shambrook won the Thursday event.
Celia and Derek Oram were runners-up
in the Bedfordshire Swiss Pairs and won
the Swiss Teams.
We had three teams participating in the
Met Cup in mid-September, with mixed
results.

The Swiss Pairs for the Denys Jenkins
Cup was narrowly won by the Orams
ahead of Sue Dickens – David Beever.
Diary dates: Dec 9, Friendly Pairs for
Tony Boothroyd Cup, SBBC. Jan 13,
County Pairs Qualifier, Windsor. Jan 27,
Friendly Swiss Pairs for Pat Husband
Trophy, SBBC. Feb 3, County Pairs Final
and Plate for Rex Avery Trophy and Chris
Burley Trophy, Windsor. Feb 10, Mixed
Pairs and Flitch for Mixed Pairs Cup and
BBL Cup, SBBC.

Cambs and Hunts
www.cambsbridge.org.uk
WE are delighted that Penny Riley has
been awarded a Dimmie Fleming Award
for her contribution to bridge in the
county (see page 30).
On a sad note, we have to report the
death of Vin Vaccher, a long-term
member of several of the county’s clubs.
In the 2011-2012 NICKO semi-finals
Cambridge B lost to Cheltenham B, but
Cambridge A won their semi-final against
Young Chelsea L and therefore face
Cheltenham B in the final.
Mike Seaver – Eric Campbell won the
Consolation Final at the Brighton Seniors
Congress. Robert Miller – Ufuk Cotuk
won the Northants Swiss Pairs. Jon
Cooke reached the semi-final of the
Hubert Phillips Mixed Pivot Teams
Championship.
The county, in association with
Norfolk and Suffolk, is holding a new
friendly Green-Pointed Congress (Swiss
Pairs on Saturday and Swiss Teams on
Sunday) in Ipswich on 9-10 March 2013.
Diary dates: Feb 16, Garden Cities
Qualifier. Feb 24, County Individual
Final. Mar 9-10, new Green-Pointed
Congress (Swiss Pairs and Teams). Mar
16, County Pairs Final. Mar 23, Novice
Pairs Tournament. Apr 28, County Swiss
Pairs.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
THE EBU Guernsey Congress was held in
September and the results of the best all-

2012 LEDERER MEMORIAL TROPHY
THE 66th contest for the Lederer Memorial
Trophy was played in September, hosted by the
Young Chelsea Bridge Club and sponsored by
Bernard Teltscher, President of the LMBA. The
star-studded field included Zia Mahmood,
Andrew Robson, Tony Forrester and double 2012
Gold medallists Nicola Smith and Sally Brock. The
North American team included Lederer-legend
Joey Silver, from Canada, who psyched twice on
the same deal against Zia in 2003. Many spectators took advantage of the fantastic opportunity of watching the stars at the table.
The winners were the Holders: in the photo
with Bernard Teltscher (left), Mike Bell, Michael
Byrne, Espen Erichsen, Norman Selway; Neil Rosen and Martin Jones (not in the photo) were also part
(Simon Cochemé)
of the team. Full results on page 50 in the London County news.

Dr J Slater, Oxon
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CI pairs and teams were: Swiss Pairs: 9th
Gill and Peter Pitcher; Pivot Teams: 8th
Mike Allen, Andy Hall, Tuula Lehtinen,
Mike Bane; Ladies’ Pairs: 2nd Rosemary
Pallot – Fiona Honey; Men’s Pairs: 5th
Martin Jones – Hugh Bacon; Mixed
Pairs: 5th Fiona and John Honey;
Multiple Teams: 2nd Marion Miles, Sue
Rankin, Fiona and John Honey; Seniors’
Teams: 8th Marion Miles, Sue Rankin,
Lynne Williamson, Liz Thompson; Swiss
Teams: 4th Sean Galpin, Daniel
McIntosh, Alistair Kent, Robert
Plumley. Shell Trophy (for the best CI
pair over the two Swiss events): Marion
Miles and Sue Rankin.
Jersey results – Victoria Club: Mixed
Pairs: 1. Sue Rankin – Graham Boxall,
2= Rosemary Pallot – Norman Le Cocq,
and Catherine Rynd – Carl Harrison.
Teams: 1. Jane Knight, Chris Hill, Sue
Rankin, Gill Hall; 2. Jackie Rumball,
Marion Miles, Howard Basden-Smith,
Meredith Case. Highfield Club: the
Summer Cup was won by Pat Panter,
narrowly from husband John; 67 players
played the required six times.
Guernsey Results – St Martins Club:
British Autumn Simultaneous Pairs:
Peter Keeling and Ralph Laski came 4th
overall.
Other news: at the EBU Overseas
Congress the Jersey Team of Howard
Basden-Smith, Sue Rankin, Jane Knight
and Chris Hill won their section of the
Pivot Teams. Chris and Jane also came
second in the Mixed Pairs.
Diary dates: Sat Mar 9, CI Green
Point Event, Guernsey.

Cornwall
www.cornwallbridge.co.uk
THE new season began
with a resounding 74.17%
win in the County Individual for our new Tournament Secretary, Dommy
Boxall, from
County
Secretary, Chris Bickerdike.
Brian and Elaine Relton
won the Falmouth Swiss Pairs, from
Mike Booth – Jenny Cant, a new
pairing, who won all six matches. Geoff
and Nethie White, last year’s winners,
again won the Wadebridge GreenPointed Swiss Teams, playing this time
with George Simnett – Jacek Pietrzycki;
2nd were a Liskeard-Plymouth team,
Jan Plumb, Graham Broach, Duncan
Hamlyn and Christine Maunder, who
lost only their final match. There was a
very tight finish in the Mixed Pairs, with
Val Clifford – Dave Boxall winning
from Rod Bell – Dommy Boxall (after a
recount).
Congratulations to Jenny Vaughan,
who has passed the rigorous EBU Tournament Directors’ Course at Coventry –
with a distinction.
John Ridding, chairman of Bude BC,
has died – quite suddenly – aged 63.
John was a flower expert. He wrote
several books, and held a Royal Horticultural Society’s Gold Medal from the
Chelsea Flower Show for his fuchsias,
on which he was the national authority;
he had won over 250 Gold Medals at

leading flower shows. John came to
Cornwall fifteen years ago and converted from Precision to Acol. He
became a club director and took very
successful beginners’ classes, bringing
many new players into the game. He is
greatly missed.
Diary dates: Dec 2, Men’s Pairs and
Ladies’ Pairs, Ladock. Jan 6, Falmouth
Salver Pairs, Falmouth BC. Jan 13, Star
Masters and Tredova Cup, Ladock. Jan
27, Teams of Four, Ladock.

Cumbria
www.ccdba.co.uk
THE first event of the season was the
Autumn Simultaneous Pairs which was
won by Simon Smith – Rosemary
Jackson; 2nd were Chris Hamilton –
Wad Davies.
Christine Skellon – Trevor Ward won
the Cumbria Imp Pairs and the runnersup were Ken Johnston – Ian Reeves.
Congratulations to all the winners.
Diary dates: Feb 17, Green-pointed
Championship Pairs, Eden Bridge Club,
Carlisle; entry forms are to be found on
the county website. Mar 8-10, 57th
Cumbria Congress, Windermere Hydro,
Bowness on Windermere.

Derbyshire
www.bridgewebs/derbyshire
JOHN and Amanda
Sowter won the Smedley
Salver for the DCBA
Summer Pairs Championship; Don Smedley –
John Griffin came 2nd.
Peter Kelly’s team, which included
Sheila Kelly, Alex Hogg, Cedric
Cockcroft, Andy Wells and Malcolm
Caporn, won the DCBA Summer Swiss
Teams for the British Rail Trophy after
twelve hard fought rounds. John
Griffin’s team was the runner-up.
The DCBA Multiple Teams Championship for the India Cup has been

Photo: Ruth Edmondson

Landmark
Promotions

won by David Taylor, Liz Hall, Mike
Douglas and Paul Knighton. In a close
finish Paul Madden, John Squibb, Steve
Cave and Derek Brooks came 2nd.
David and Mary Marshall took top
place in the Edgar Foster Cups event
hosted by Worcestershire; Howard and
Annice Morton, and Ian Hall – Gary
Flood were their team members. The
team won the cup for the best county
performance.
Don Smedley – John Griffin were the
best placed Derbyshire pair in the GP
Pairs at EMBA in 7th place; playing
with Roman Gembicki – Cedric
Cockcroft they came 3rd in the GP
Teams.
The new DCBA Membership Secretary is Liz Hall and the club representative on the regional committee is Mick
Gavigan. Contact details are on the
DCBA website.
Diary dates: Dec 5, Spare date for
playing deferred team matches. Dec 12,
Xmas Party. Dec 19, Spare date for
playing deferred team matches. Jan 12
and 13, County Pairs Qualifying, Final
and Consolation Final. Jan 16, National
Pairs Qualifying Round.

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
GUERNSEY Congress:
Warner Solomon had a
successful week, winning the Pre-congress
Pairs with Robert Plumley, winning the Senior Teams with Mike
Fithyan, Christine and Richard Ray, and
coming 2nd in the Swiss Teams.
Cornwall Green Point Teams: congratulations to the winners: Nethie and
Geoffrey White, George Simnett and
Jacek Pietrzycki, and the runners-up:
Jan Plumb, Graham Broach, Duncan
Hamlyn and Christine Maunder.
The Plymouth Congress Pairs was
won by Andrew Leslie – Betty Golding
(photo below); the Swiss Teams by
Richard Lingham, Ann Slee, Ruth

Plymouth Congress Pairs winners: Betty Golding and Andrew Leslie.
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Master
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Life Master
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Master
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Mr J Fairhurst
Mrs JA McMahon
Master

Mr Tony Brook
Mr S Crawford
Mr Phil Hickman
PV Lewis
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Herefordshire

Edmondson and Brigid McElroy.
Diary dates: Sun Dec 9, Torquay
Swiss Pairs, Torquay Bridge Club; contact Pat Haynes ( 01803 293903. Tue
Jan 8, Devon Winter Pairs. Jan 12-13,
John Woolcott Weekend, Isca Centre,
Exeter; contact Terry Cannon ( 01395
266448. Mon Jan 21, first of the Devon
Pairs (Julia Chadwick) heats (see
calendar/website). Sun Jan 27, Devon
Clubs Teams of Eight Championship,
Isca Centre, Exeter; contact Jeanine
Keith ( 01404 812201. Sun Feb 3,
Dartington Glass Hospice Swiss
Teams, Filleigh Village Hall; contact
Neil Marsden ( 01271 860302.

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
WEYMOUTH Cup: 1.
Dave Latchem, Rod
Marks, Andy Kittridge,
Robin
Wright;
2.
Angela Walters, Tony Lawrence,
Matthew Phillips, Janet Smiths. The
Weymouth Cup (for teams under
National Master) was won by David and
Isabel Marr and John and Marion
Howitt.
Championship Cups (Joint competitions with Hampshire): Ladies’ Pairs: 1.
Judy Petran – Lynne Heath, 2. Helen
Ackroyd – Ann Sharples. Men’s Pairs: 1.
Miles Cowling – Martin Brook,
2. Ron Heath and Robin Wright.
Flemmich Cup: 1. Nick Forrest, Sally
Cairns, Edward Leatham, Bryan Cross;
2. Janet Smith, Kelly Courtney, John
Gardner, Margot Wilson; 3. Anne
Allerston, Mary Clews, Alan Wilson,
Mary Stebbing.
Other notable results:
John Gardner – Margot Wilson
featured in many competitions in the
Guernsey Congress, winning the Multiple Teams and John winning the Men’s
Pairs. Ron and Lynne Heath did well in
the Seniors and Swiss Pairs.
Janet Smith – Geoffrey Bailey
(Surrey) finished 8th in the Surrey
Green Point Swiss Pairs. Rod Marks
finished 2nd with Bill Rowe
(Somerset) in the West of England
Congress Swiss Pairs. Helen Ackroyd –
Mark Hooper won the Hampshire
Lincoln Mixed Pairs.
Diary dates: Dec 9, Chope Salver
(Mixed Pairs), Dorchester. Jan 6,
Knight Cup (Pairs) at Hamworthy
Club, Canford Magna. Feb 3, Frost
Rose Bowl (Teams) at Allendale Bridge
Club, Wimborne. Further information
at www.bridgewebs.com/dorset/

Life Master

Mr P Watts

Hertfordshire
Life Master

Mrs BC Baldock
Regional Master

Mrs PM Quayle
Mr RG Reed
Master

Mrs R Barlow
Iain Climie

46

English Bridge December 2012

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
ESSEX won the Metropolitan Cup B Flight with a
team of A Kitchin, A
Hartley (Capt), S and M
Smith, C Leighton, M
Krim goltz, P Scotting,
M Watson, D Valtisiaris, J Sutcliffe,
M Wren, C Chorley.
In the EBU September Sim Pairs, Alan
Coral – David Sherman have once again

come top in the country. This is the
third time they have came first in these
events.
Well done in the Bedford Swiss Teams
to Essex pair Chris and Sue Taylor (with
team-mates) who after a bad start came
3rd. At the Herts GP Swiss Teams Pat
Johnson’s team came 2nd; well done
Pat, Remi Tatur, Tony Verran, Peter
Scotting. At the Surrey GP Swiss Pairs
John Williams – David Cooper won all
their matches to come a very close 2nd
(by one point).
There was a clean sweep for Essex at
the Felixstowe Congress: on the Saturday,
the Championship Pairs was won by
Martin and Sandy Smith, the Consolation Pairs was won by George and
Maureen Vede, and the Open Pairs was
won by Robert Elliott – Sandy Riach.
On the Sunday, the Swiss Teams was
won by Val Mollison – Brian Davies
with Paul Mollison – Bernie Hunt, 2nd
were Chris and Sue Taylor with teammates, and 3rd were Peter Oake – Simon
Moorman with Sandy Riach – Robert
Elliott.
Diary dates: Dec 9, Christmas Party.
Fri Jan 25, National Pairs Heat. Feb 3,
Swiss Pairs. Feb 9-10, Woodham Ferrers
Congress.

Gloucestershire
www.gcba.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS
to Janet Wheeler – Jean
Hughes who won the
first round of the Club
Players Championship
from Ted Phillips – Mary Portman. It
was held at Chipping Campden whose
club took the early lead in the club
competition. The next round will be
played on January 13 followed by the
No Fear Cup on March 3. Remember
that these events are for non-experts;
they all start at 2.15pm and finish by
6pm, and include a tea and an expert
commentary on the hands played. You
can play in as few or many as you
wish – the more you play the more
chances of winning points for yourself
and your club.
The Cotswold Cup was won by Angela
Hall, Peggy Phillips Mike Wignall and
Paul Lilley narrowly ahead of John
Councer, Angelos Agathangelou, Mary
Jones and Cynthia Moore – a good afternoon with good food and money raised
for charity. Why not make a New Year
resolution to come next year and make
it a bigger success?
Well done to Norah Allen – Anne
Swannell for winning the County Ladies
Pairs and Tony Hill – Alan Wearmouth
the Men’s.
Want to get over the Seasonal
Festivities? Then come to the County
Mixed Pairs and Flitch on Monday
January 7 – it’s the usual 7pm start.
Another date for your diary is
Sunday February 3, for the Lesley
Everett Cup – a team of four event;
usual 2.15pm start at Cheltenham
Bridge Club.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
CONGRATULATIONS to
Pauline Serby – Eleanor
Rice, together with Berks
and Bucks partners, who
came 2nd in the Bell Cup
at the National Women’s Teams.
Two teams from HIOW had some
good results at the Guernsey Congress:
Richard and Christine Ray, Mike
Fithyan and Warner Solomon came 3rd
in the Multiple Teams, won the Senior
Teams (with Ian and Clare Fearon,
Danielle Sissingh, Sula Turpin coming
3rd) and were 2nd in the Swiss Teams
(Ian Fearon’s team coming 3rd again).
In the West of England Congress John
Jones – Adrian Fontes were 6th and
Lesley Lewis – Dave Willis 7th in the
Pairs; Lesley and Dave were also 7th in
the Mixed Pairs; in the Swiss Teams John
and Adrian came 6th with Berks &
Bucks team-mates, Lesley and Dave
with Andrew Bennett – Dave Hinkin
11th, and Madeline Lawson, Mac
Nurmo hamed, Bo Deyal, Mike
Gwilliam 17th.
County results: Ladies’ Pairs: 1. Helen
Kinloch – Madeline Lawson, 2. Georgie
Dalton – Sonia Blandy. Men’s Pairs:
1. Jeremy Baker – Fred Hotchen, 2. John
Sherringham – James Guiton. Mixed
Pairs: 1. Mark Hooper – Helen Ackroyd,
2. Ken and Penny Haines (winners of
the Simmons Flitch for the best married
pair). Candover Teams: 1. Keith Bennett,
Chris Kinloch, Tracey Adams, Steve
Tearle; 2. Helen Ackroyd, Chris Guy,
Pauline Serby, John Moore.
Diary dates: Dec 2, Bloxham Swiss
Teams. Dec 3-7, Charity Duplicated
Pairs (in clubs). Dec 16, Yuletide MiniSwiss Teams. Jan 13, Midwinter MiniSwiss Teams. Jan 27, Candlestick Swiss
Pairs (1pm). Feb 4-8, IBM Cup Duplicated Pairs (clubs). All the above will be
held at Romsey, starting at 2pm unless
otherwise stated. Enquiries and entries
to Lilian Craigen ( 02380 254276 or
lillian.craigen@sky.com

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
WE started the new season with the first
round of the Inter-club Teams, a perennially popular competition. Leading after
the first round are Hereford A, followed
by Ross A and Wyeside A. But it’s early
days in this five-round event.
The Ladies’ Pairs was won by the
Worcestershire duo of Pam Pearce – Sue
Evans, closely followed by Evie
Whitfield – Jane Morton (dual members are invited to enter most of our
county events). The Men’s Pairs
unfortunately had to be cancelled
because of insufficient entries.
At the AGM, Ben Britton, Chris
Chowney and Bob Underhill were reelected as Chairman, Secretary and
Treasurer respectively. Peter Watts has
retired as County Captain after six years
of sterling effort; his replacement will be
George Barrett. Full results of all county

www.ebu.co.uk
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Mr R Horlock
Mr David Keith
Ms J Letley
Mr RT Lewis
Mr G Richardson
Mrs Caroline Tinsley

Lancashire

competitions are on our website.
Diary dates: Fri Jan 18, Inter-club
Teams Round 3, 7pm, Ledbury Community Centre. Feb 9, Club Teams of
Eight, 10.30am, Tarrington Community
Hall. Mar 2, Championship Pairs,
10.30am, Tarrington Community Hall.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Maria Budd, Malcolm
Harris, Rick Irwin, Tony
McWalter, who won the
Hertfordshire Teams Championship, and to Alan Hudson, Peter
Lewy, Mike Minting and Nigel Walsh,
who were 2nd.
The Herts Green-pointed Swiss Teams
was won by Aleksandar Lishkov, Cathy
Rowland, Nigel Wolfendale, Callum
McKail. Herts players June Ball – Helen
Robinson, playing with Martin Lerner –
Ernest Schlesinger, were 3rd
At the Marmaris Congress, congratulations go to Maria Budd, Bill Blackman, Mark Westley, Shelia Evans, who
won the Pivot Teams.
In the Eastern Counties League the
Herts A Team is currently in 3rd place
The B team is in 1st place and the C
team is in 2nd place.
Diary dates: For all those who have
qualified or are going to try to qualify
for the Humble Cup (the Herts teams of
Four Championship): Sun Jan 6, 1st
Qualifinal, 1pm, Bridge Centre; Sun Feb
3, 2nd Qualifinal, 1pm, Bridge Centre.
Fri Jan 18, Cadet Pairs Final, 7.30pm,
Bridge Centre. Sun Jan 27, Championship Pairs Semi-final, 1pm, Bridge
Centre. Fri Mar 15, Marjorie Lukyn
Charity Cup, 7.30pm, Bridge Centre.
Sun Mar 17, Cadet & Intermediate
Championships, 1pm, Bridge Centre.

Grand Master
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Regional Master
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Master
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Master
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London
Regional Master
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Isle of Man
www.manxbridgeunion.org
THE 46th annual Isle of Man Bridge
Congress was held at the Villa Marina in
September but local players struggled to
make an impact against a strong visiting
contingent in the major competitions
and most of the silverware ended up
going across the water.
In the blue ribbon event, the Swiss
Pairs, held over three evenings, first
place went to regular visitors Janet and
Ted Latham, with Jim May – Julia
Palmer taking 2nd place and Simon
Gottchschalk – Paul Darby taking 3rd.
In the Swiss Teams event, held over
two afternoons, all the top places were
again taken by visitors, the top team
being Sue and Nick Woodcock, Stuart
Clarke and Bill Carr. There was a tie for
2nd place between Kathy and Dennis
Talbot, Aleksandar Lishkov and Cathy
Rowland, and Janet and Ted Latham,
Heather Hobson and Roy Garthwaite.
In the one-session competitions the
Manx did rather better, with Paul De
Weerd – Erika Slatcher coming 2nd in
the Mixed Pairs behind visitors Jean
Squires – Neville Shorrick, and Diccen
Sargent, playing with visitor William

Hawkins, winning the Open Pairs.
The Congress, which had increased
entries over last year, retained its comfortable and friendly atmosphere. It was
once again well run by the director,
John Pyner, and the administration was
efficiently handled by Liz Kelly in her
first year as congress organiser. Well
done to them.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
KENT players did well in
the SCBA Guildford Swiss
Teams in September. In a
field of 76 teams, the
winners were John Amor,
Michael Hampton, Bill
Charlwood, Jack Goody (Surrey);
3rd: Brian Crack, Shirley Goldwin,
Diana Avis, Colin Wilson.
In the Metropolitan Cup played at
Ardingly in September, the team of
David Anning (Capt. ), Kim Staples, Lyn
and Graham Foreman, Barbara Schult,
David Powell, Jill Skinner, Gwyneth
Davis, Colin Game, Ossie Saeed,
Dorothy Holland, Pat McBain won the
C Division out of ten teams. Many
congratulations.
Well done Jane Mitchell – Sheila
Boakes who, playing in the Welsh Autumn
Sim Pairs at Broadstairs Bridge Club, won
the Wednesday heat with 73.35%.
Congratulations to Sarah and Leigh
Chapman, winners of the Dyer Smith
Cup for the Kent Mixed Pairs Championship; they led the field from the
beginning. The Hunter Cup for the
highest placed married couple was won
by Karen and Malcolm Pryor.
Diary dates: Sun Jan 13, Men’s Pairs
(Hunter Homines) and Ladies’ Pairs
(Fleming Femina), 11am, TW. Sun Feb
3, County Teams of Eight Competitions
Qualifier (Corbett Cup – incorporating
the Corbett Plate and the Mitchell
Salver), 11am, TW. Sun Feb 17, County
Teams of 8 Competitions Final, 11am,
TW. Larsky Cup heats will be played at
the following clubs: Farnborough, Fri
Jan 18, 7.30pm; Beckenham, Mon Feb
18, 7.30pm; Ashford, Tue Feb 19,
7.30pm.

Lancashire
www.lancsbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS go
to the Lancashire C team
on winning its division of
the Northern Bridge League,
which contained seven
counties. Captain Barry Brelsford used
twelve different pairings in the four
matches. Lancashire A finished 4th out
of five counties and Lancashire B 2nd
out of eight counties. The A and B
divisions were won by Manchester.
Bolton Congress: Ladies’ Pairs:
1. Maureen McConkey – Catherine
Draper. Men’s Pairs: 1. Brian Ripley –
Clive Henderson. Championship Pairs:
1. Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield.
Swiss Teams: 1. Michael Byrne, Michael
Newman, Michael Bell, Sarah O’Connor.

LCBA Mixed Pairs: 1. Nick and Sue
Woodcock
Diary dates: Dec 2, Lytham Rose
Bowl, Lytham Bridge Club. Dec 3, LCBA
Council Meeting, Bolton Bridge Club.
Dec 16, Santa Claus Pairs, Manchester
Bridge Club. Jan 5-6, Manchester Congress, Renaissance Hotel, Manchester.
Jan 19-20, Chester Congress, Deva
Bridge Club. Jan 26, LCBA Butler Pairs,
Brierfield Bridge Club.

Leicestershire
www.leicsbridge.org.uk
THE Samani Salver
(summer knockout cup)
was won by Clarendon
North (Duncan and
Kerri Happer, Jim
Mason, Susan Bowyer), who defeated
Bradgate A in the final. The corresponding Samani Silver Plate competition was
won by Westcotes 1, who overcame
Grantham B in their final.
Gerry Bucciero – Roger Cook are the
current leaders of the Stanley Trophy
after just one round, with George and
Mary Brown in second place.
Congratulations to Pat Watson who,
partnered by Carolyn Fisher of Warwickshire, won the Ladies’ Pairs in the recent
Guernsey Congress; they were one half of
the team that won the Pivot Teams.
County results: September 16 vs Warwickshire (away): 1st team drew 10-10,
2nd team won 12-8, 3rd team won 14-6;
October 14 vs Staffs & Shrops (home):
1st team lost 7-13, 2nd team lost 4-16,
3rd team won 17-3.
Diary dates: Dec 12, Leicestershire
Cup Round 1, Rothley. Jan 7th, BGB
Simultaneous Pairs, CBC. Jan 13, Midland league vs Gloucestershire (home).
Jan 14, BGB Simultaneous Pairs, Melton. Jan 16, Stanley Trophy Round 4,
Glenfield. Jan 17, Pairs League Round 3,
Rothley. Jan 25, Wilde Cup, CBC. Jan
30, Josephs Bowl Round of 16, Blaby.
Feb 4, LCBA National Pairs Heat,
Greenfields.

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
AT the County Committee
Meeting in October, members were delighted to
hear of the Dimmie
Fleming Award made to
Elaine Proctor (see page 30). It was
presented to her by County Chairman,
Glynn Elwick prior to the start of the
Random Seeded Pairs one week later and
she is now wearing her badge with
pride.
The Champion Pairs League Round 4
was held at Scunthorpe Bridge Club in
September: 1. Andrew Green – John
Longmuir, 2. Carole Rushforth – Dennis
Mellor, 3. Nick Dyer – Mike Perry.
The Random Seeded Pairs was held at
Dunholme in October: 1. Dennis
Mellor – Carole Rushforth and Mary-Jo
Mangion – Reg Loosley, 3. Brian Smith
– Ron Wall and David Trinder –
Margaret McLeod, 3. Glynn Elwick –
David Caldow and Margot Blakeney –
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Kathleen Taylor.
The Champion Pairs League Round 5
was held at Lincoln (Eastgate) Bridge
Club also in October: 1. Mike and Vic
Llewellyn, 2. Ted and Brenda Goodacre,
3. Roy Hughes – Andrew Milner.
Diary dates: Dec 16, The Vincents
(Ladies’ and Gents’ Pairs), Dunholme,
1.30pm. Jan 6, Mixed and Married Pairs,
Dunholme, 1.30pm.

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to
Alex Hydes, Alan and
Olivia Woo, who won the
Teams B Final in Brighton.
Also to Roland Gronau –
David Wing who won the Guernsey
Congress Swiss Pairs, and to Graham
Pollack – Paul Chapman who were 2nd
in the Felixstowe Congress.
Clapham Café Bridge: 1. Robert
Sheehan – Tania Bader, 2. Chris Ruff –
Juanita Escudero, 3. Mike Skelly –
Margaret Hamilton. Mixed Pairs Championship: 1. Stelio di Bello – Laura Porro,
2. Nevena Senior – Denis Bennett, 3. Zia
Mahmood – Anita Sinclair.
Lederer Memorial Trophy: 1. Holders
(Neil Rosen, Martin Jones, Espen
Erichsen, Norman Selway, Michael
Byrne, Mike Bell, see page 46), 2. Young
Chelsea (Kitty Teltscher, Sally Brock,
Nicola Smith, Colin Simpson, David
Price), 3. Crockfords (Alexander Allfrey,
Andrew Robson, Tony Forrester, David
Gold, Peter Crouch, Derek Patterson);
Teltscher Cups: N/S: 1. Sheila and Brian
Peers, 2. Charlotte Pole – Penny Borough;
E/W: 1. Robert Mundy – Marina Grose,
2. Keith Clow – Angus Simpson.
Diary dates: Feb 10, Palmer Bayer
Trophy (No Fear Pairs), 1pm, YCBC.
Contact Chris Duckworth ( 020 7385
3534 or chris.duckworth@lineone.net
Feb 17, Ian Gardiner Trophy London
(Championship Teams of Four),
11.30am, YCBC. Contact Sati McKenzie
sati.mckenzie@googlemail.com or ( 020
7627 0977.

Manchester

both the A and B Divisions.
Pairs events: well done to Gary Hyett
who finished 2nd in a field of 106 pairs
in the Great Northern Swiss Pairs, and to
John Holland – Bill Hirst who won the
North West Wales One Day Green Point
Event at Mold.
National Womens Teams: Hard luck
on Barbara Hackett and Sarah
O’Connor whose team lost in the final.
Diary dates: Dec 16, Santa Claus
Pairs, Manchester Bridge Club. Jan 5-6,
Manchester County Congress, Victoria
& Albert Hotel, Water St, Manchester,
M3 4JQ; entries to Jeff Smith, e-mail
jasmith@nildram.co.uk or ( 0161 702
3773; Championship Pairs Sat (1pm
start); Championship Teams Sun (11am
start); events for players new to tournaments: Sat 1-5pm, Players Progress
Cup; Sun 11am-3pm, Kevin Comrie
Cup. Feb 3, Gazette Cup (Teams of
Eight), 1pm, Altrincham Bridge Club.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
THE season opener in
the Merseyside League
is invariably the twosession Swiss Teams
event. Dusty Millers
Blue continued their excellent record by
winning again, by a comfortable
margin. The Amber team were runnersup and Hilbre, from Division 2, were a
commendable 3rd.
In the Westmorland Swiss Pairs,
Bernard Kaye – Roger Waddington
finished equal 2nd, on the same score as
Neil Thomas, who was partnering Sue
Richmond of Lancashire.
In the North Wales Green-pointed
Pairs event in October, Peter Kauffman
– Chris Pope were runners-up.
Diary dates: Dec 9, Waterworth Cup
(county GP pairs), MBC. Feb 3, County
Trials, MBC. Feb 10, Merseyside & Deeside Cup, MBC. Feb 17, Jean Keen
Trophy (Women’s Teams), MBC. Mar 7,
Charity Challenge, MBC. Mar 10, Eric
Howarth Cup (GP Teams), Deva BC.
Mar 24, Portland Pairs Heat, Deva BC.

Middlesex

www.lighton.btinternet.co.uk/

www.middlesexbridge.co.uk

LEDERER Trophy: congratulations to Michael
Byrne – Mike Bell who
for the second year
running were members of the winning
team (see page 46).
Gold Cup: congratulations to John
Hassett’s team (Jeff Morris, Michael
Byrne, Michael Newman, John Holland
and Bill Hirst) who are through to the
quarter-finals of the Gold Cup where
they will play Alexander Allfrey’s team.
Annual Derbyshire Match: Manchester
won. Well done to Sylvia Massey,
Herbert Potts, Susan Triggs, Graham
Winn, George Leigh, Michael Wymer,
David Matthews, Ann Thornton,
Haidee Tattersall, Irene Davies, Nicholas
Greer, Sean Mekie.
Northern Counties Bridge League: congratulations to Manchester on winning

CONGRATULATIONS to
Neil Rosen and Martin
Jones who have won the
Lederer for the second
successive year (see page
46). Nicola Smith was in
the team that finished 2nd.
As Middlesex’s 75th
anniversary celebrations come to a close,
the county played its third invitation
match, this time a teams-of-twelve affair
against London. London edged a close
match, but the result was not really
important. A good time was had by all,
and our thanks go to David Burn for
directing proceedings on the night.
In the Metropolitan Cup the A Team
of Ray Robinson, Jerry Harouni, Ben
Ritacca, Nick Simms, Steve Capal, Ivor
Miller, Anthony Golding, Francis
Morton, Neil and Anne Rosen, Catherine

Seale and Keith Bennett finished 4th
with Sussex winning the event. The B
Team finished 5th in their competition
and the 2 C Teams finished 4th and 6th
in their section.
Congratulations to Martin Lerner –
Ernest Schlesinger who came 3rd in the
Hertfordshire Swiss Teams.
Diary dates: Dec 9, Ranked Masters
Teams, 2pm, Oshwal Bridge Club.
Troughout December, January and
February there are numerous qualifying
heats for the National Pairs, the
Middlesex Mixed Pairs and the
Middlesex Championship Pairs. The
County website has an extensive competitions calendar.

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
MAUREEN Kimbley –
Bogdan Drobny have been
flying the flag for Norfolk
bridge at the Le Touquet
Congress in September.
They were thrilled to come
5th overall out of 268 pairs in the Open
Pairs: ‘We were 2nd after the first day’s
play but dropped to 5th by the end of the
weekend,’ said Maureen. ‘We were tickled
pink to have such a good result.’ Other
Norfolk players taking part in the Congress were John Harrison – Nawal
Fenwick.
Following the death of David
Newstead, Paul Darby, 57, is taking over
as Captain of the Norfolk county team –
which he regards as a great challenge:
‘David is a great loss to the county and I
have big shoes to fill,’ said Paul. His first
big challenge is fielding a team for the
Tollemache in Daventry in November.
‘We are short of up-and-coming players
in Norfolk – they keep moving away,’ he
said.
Norfolk Contract Bridge Association
webmaster Neil Tracey is also on a
mission – to recruit more teams of four
to play in the League, which meets on the
third Friday of each month at the British
Legion Club on Aylsham Road in
Norwich. ‘It’s the only event like it in the
county,’ said Neil. ‘If you want to progress
you need to challenge yourself and take
on Norfolk’s best players. Come and join
us.’ There are currently 26 teams but new
ones are welcome to join in January.
Contact Neil via the NCBA website:
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk
Finally, don’t forget that next year’s
Norfolk Congress is relocating to Wensum
Valley Golf Club in Taverham, near
Norwich, on 5-7 April 2013.

North East
www.neba.co.uk
THE first event in this
year’s calendar was the
NEBA Swiss Pairs held
at a new venue in
Durham. The winners
were Frank and Janet
Springett, with Norman and Rosemary
Gray in second place.
Disappointingly the second event in
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Mr Peter Wood

Northamptonshire

North East

www.northantsbridge.info/

Life Master

THE Eden Cup was
won by Christina
Brewster – Chris
Heames; in 2nd place were Jim
Deacon – Robert Miller. These two pairs
will represent Northants in the Corwen.
Congratulations to Berry and
Graham Hedley for 2nd place in the
Nottinghamshire Swiss Pairs at Spondon.
Also to Jim Bainbridge, Maggie Jones,
John Josephs and Ross Stacey for 2nd
place in the Nottinghamshire Swiss
Teams. Another second place was
achieved by Peter Ison – John
Brocklehurst in the Pairs at the Felixstowe Congress.
In the Eastern Counties League match
against Norfolk the A team lost 4-16,
the B team won 13-7 and the C team
won 15-5.
Kettering bridge club’s Porch Trophy
will take place on Sunday December 2.
This is a two-session Swiss pairs event.
Entries to Colin Tuton.
Results: Wed Winter League 1: 1. Jim
Deacon, Dan Baines, Mike Trask and
Tony Hough; 2. Maggie Jones, Brian
Davies, Jim and Nicky Bainbridge. Wed
Winter League 2: 1. Maggie Jones, Brian
Davies, Jim and Nicky Bainbridge;
2. Jim Deacon, Dan Baines, Mike Trask
and Tony Hough. Sat Winter League 1:
1. Mike Keogh, Steve O’Kell, Terry and
Mary Knights; 2. Jim and Susan Deacon,
Robert Miller and Ian Clarke. Sat
Winter League 2: 1. Graham and Berry
Hedley, Ben and Joan Gibson; 2. Marcus
Witt, Trevor Thrower, Bill Chadwick
and Mike Gore Browne.
Diary dates: Sun Dec 2, Porch Trophy,
Kettering. Sat Dec 8, Saturday Winter
League, Stamford. Wed Dec 12, Wednesday Winter League, Northampton. Sat
Jan 12, Saturday Winter League,
Stamford. Wed Jan 16, Wednesday
Winter League, Northampton.
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www.ebu.co.uk

NCBA Christmas Party is on Dec 12
and the NCBA Individual Championship on Dec 19; on Jan 2, the Spring
Event commences, interrupted by the
Winter Simultaneous Pairs on Jan 9.
The NCBA Mixed Pairs Championship will be on Sunday Jan 6 and the
Heat of the NCBA Team of Four KO
Championship will be on Sunday Jan
27. (For these events enquiries and
entries to Graham Brindley ( 0115 923
2186).

the calendar, the King Cup, was
cancelled because of the very low
number of entries.

ford BC. Sun Dec 9, Midland Counties
League v Gloucestershire, Oxford BC.
Sun Jan 6, Golfprint Oxfordshire Heat,
Oxford BC. Tue Jan 8, National Pairs
Heat, Oxford BC. Sun Jan 13, Midland
Counties League v Worcestershire, Oxford BC. Sun Jan 27, Swiss Teams Championship, Oxford BC. Tue Jan 29, ProAm, 7.15 for 7.30pm, Oxford BC.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
THE Andrew Robson Seminar, targeting less experienced club players, is
open to all. Some places
are still available for
Thursday 18 April 2013,
7.30pm at Oxford Bridge Club, 147
Banbury Road Oxford OX2 7AN. To
ensure your entry, please contact
Brenda Harris ASAP, ( 01865 511136
or email brenda.buckgate@yahoo.co.uk
In addition to all the Oxfordshire
successes at Brighton mentioned in the
October issue of English Bridge, Jane and
Christopher Whelan with their teammates reached 3rd place in the Seniors
Swiss Teams. Chris and Jane have recently
become USA Life Masters.
Congratulations to Cathy Rowland –
Aleksandar Lishkov for an outstanding
double success, winning the Surrey
Swiss Pairs and the Hertfordshire Swiss
Teams in the same weekend!
At Felixstowe, Sandra Nicholson –
Krys Kazmierczak, together with teammates, reached 4th place in the Swiss
Teams. At the Guernsey Congress, the
indefatigable Jean Squires reached 4th
place in the Seniors Pairs. Meanwhile,
Emily Middleton, one of Oxfordshire’s
rising young stars, was in the 2nd-placed
team in the National Women’s Teams.
Diary dates: Thurs Dec 6, OBA
Management Committee meeting, Ox-

THE winners of the County
Paul Jones, held at Kingston
Seymour in September,
were Joe and Daphne
Patrick, Steve Tomlinson
and Ralph Smith. Second
were David and Gina Howard, Eric
Cummins, Graham Heal.
The winners of the County Mixed
Teams held in Street in October were
David and Gina Howard, Roger Sweet,
Graham Heal. The runners-up were
Tony Russ, Wendy Miller, Sheila Lanham,
Andy Ridgers
Two matches have been played in the
Western League. The results against East
Wales were: A team lost 4-16, B team
lost 1-19, C team won 13-7; against
Devon: A team won 12-8, B team lost
8-12, and C team lost 2-18.
The Andrew Robson event held at the
Webbington Hotel was a great success,
attracting 38 tables. There has been a
course held for new directors. A
coaching session for county players was
given by Paul Bowyer.
The West of England Congress was as
popular as ever, with over 90 pairs competing on the Friday and Saturday, and
84 tables for the Swiss Teams on the
Sunday. This is thanks in the most part
to Ann Bawdon, the congress secretary.
Winners: Ladies’ Pairs: Jo Seddon –
Helen Holden; Men’s Pairs: Bill Rowe –
Rod Marks; Mixed Pairs: Andrew
Urbanski – Chris King; Championship
Pairs and Flitch: Joe and Daphne

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
IN the County Match against Gloucestershire, the first and second teams won
15-5 and 16-4, but the third lost 4-16. In
the match against Oxfordshire all lost:
1-19, 0-20 and 3-17.
In the Nottinghamshire/EBU Green
Point Weekend, the Swiss Pairs was won
by Dan Croft – Gary Hyett; the leading
Notts pairs were Gordon Fullerton –
Graham Lee (4th =) followed by Daniel
and William Crook. The Swiss Teams
was won by the Notts team of John and
Irene Auld, Lloyd Eagling and Keith
Rodgers.
The Black Cup was won by John and
Irene Auld, with David and Joan
Burgess second. The Farr Cup was won
by Daniel and William Crook, with
Lloyd Eagling – Keith Rodgers 2nd.
Diary dates: on Wednesdays, the

Photo: Suffolk CBA
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Promotions

Felixstowe Congress Swiss Teams winners:
Val and Paul Mollison with Bernie Hunt and Brian Davies at the back.
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Patrick; Swiss Pairs: Andrew and Cathy
Smith; Swiss Teams: Jette and Alan
Bailey, Roger Sweet, Warner Solomon.
Diary dates: Dec 2, Club Teams of
Eight, Woolavington. Dec 9, Men’s and
Ladies’ Pairs, West Camel. Jan 5, County
Swiss Pairs, Woolavington. Jan 26,
Championship Pairs Qualifier, Woolavington. Feb 3, Club Championship 2
Tier Teams, Oake.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
WE are particularly
delighted that Judy
Mitchell has received the
Dimmie Fleming Award
for all the work done by
her for our county (see page 30). She
virtually single-handedly organizes our
Congress, runs our league and does
many other jobs. We are very lucky to
have her as one of our members and she
has just become a Grand Master.
Paul Cutler – Geoff Davies won the
Phoenix Trophy with Lawrence Haynes –
Jeff Jones second
Diary dates: Sun Mar 3, Shrewsbury
Swiss Pairs. Apr 20-21, County Congress,
Telford; contact Judy ( 0174 323 5374
or email mitchellmj@btinternet.com to
enter or obtain the programme.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
ANOTHER great attendance at this year’s Felixstowe Congress: there were
41 tables for Saturday’s
Pairs and 44 for the Swiss Teams on
Sunday. With a few exceptions, local
players missed out on the top places.
The Championship Pairs was won by
Martin and Sandy Smith, followed by
Peter Ison – John Brocklehurst, then by
Claude Stokes – Andrew Moore. George
and Maureen Vede took the Consolation

Pairs with Robert Elliott – Sandy Riach
winning the Open Pairs. The Swiss Teams
was won by Paul and Val Mollison,
Bernie Hunt and Brian Davies (photo on
page 51), closely followed by Graham
Pollack, Paul Chapman, Chris and Sue
Taylor; Peter Oake, Simon Moorman,
Robert Elliott, and Sandy Riach were 3rd.
The Summer League is now over.
Congratulations to Clare who bounced
back from Division Two and to
Colchester, winners of Division One,
who, despite Ipswich and Kesgrave’s
unbeaten record, scored more of the
points that count.
There were some big scores in both
Suffolk Men’s and Women’s Pairs competitions: Julian Lang – David Morran
won the Men’s with a huge 73.46%, and
in the Women’s the top three all broke
60% with Basia Malinowska – Anne
Wilmer coming out ahead.
Diary dates: Sun Dec 9, Championship Teams, 2pm, Pakenham. Thurs Jan
10, Suffolk Pairs Open Heat, 7pm,
Kesgrave. Sun Jan 13, Mid Anglia Pairs,
11am, Woodbridge.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
THIS column usually begins with congratulations to Surrey players, but this
month it begins with congratulations to
a team of directors and scorers led by
Neil Morley.
The Surrey Green Point Swiss Pairs
began with 15 of the 192 pairs still
stranded on the M25! Some of them
didn’t arrive until halfway through the
second match. But the event started on
time, and despite a hard-disc crash ran
smoothly and was voted a great success.
It was a record turnout for this event.
The leading Surrey pair were Tony Moon
– Tricia Gilham who finished 3rd.
The inaugural Bank Holiday Swiss
Teams was won by Tony Eastgate, Tony
Moon and Barry and Barbara Stoker.

Sussex
Life Master

Prof BAL Hart
Regional Master

Mrs VM Howell
Mr KR Oliver
Master

Warwickshire
Life Master

Mr P A Randall
Mrs D M Thorne
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Mrs DL O'Dell
Mr David Telfer
Ann Walker
Mr Bjorn Winge

Westmorland Swiss Pairs winners: John Farmer (left) and David Strawbridge.

Allan Pratt – Christine Morgan,
representing Richmond, won the Club
Pairs Challenge, and Jill Cook – Derek
Payne won the Dorin Salver.
Diary dates: Jan 27, Mixed Pairs,
Oxshott. Feb 10, Friendly Swiss Pairs.
Feb 17, County Pairs & Plate both at the
Bourne Club in Farnham which is a new
venue for County events.
The Friendly Swiss Pairs replaces the
30K and Newcomers Pairs, and as the
name implies is an introduction to
tournament bridge for players who may
not have tried this type of event before
together with those who prefer a gentler
afternoon of bridge. Please support these
new events and venues.
All events begin at 1pm. Enter via the
Surrey website or contact Frances Trebble
( 01252 679883 or email f.trebble@ntl
world.com

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
A SUSSEX team won the
National Women’s Team;
many congratulations to Jill
Armstrong, Liz Hoskins,
Chris Jepson, Liz Lancaster
The Sussex A team (Mick
Carrington, Andrew Southwell, Matt Read, Mike Keeping, Gerry
Stanford, Dave Clifton, Chris Jepson,
Ian Lancaster, Julian Mitchell, Richard
Fedrick, Dave Franklin, Peter Clinch)
won the Metropolitan Cup. The B and C
teams both came 2nd in their respective
sections – a very strong performance all
round.
In the West of England Congress Eddie
Lucioni came 2nd in the Men’s Pairs
with Dan Crofts.
Jackie Clinton has been awarded the
Dimmie Fleming Award for services to
bridge (see page 30) – a very courageous
lady who has worked hard for bridge for
over thirty years, always encouraging
people to enjoy the game.
Autumn Congress: Simple Systems:
1. Brian Gould – Brenda Linfield, 2. Alan
Blackburn – Fred Arnold. Mixed and
Open Pairs: 1. Nanette and Alan
Gillespie, 2. Brian Gould – Brenda
Linfield. Pairs Main Final: 1. Tim Dickenson – Mike Dancy, 2. Gerry Standford
– Dave Franklin. Secondary Final:
1. George Phillips – Valerie Frearson,
2. Monique Jones – Shirley Eade. Swiss
Teams: 1. Neil Watts, Christine Jepson,
Jeremy Willans, Jill Skinner; 2. Amanda
Bolton, Jeanne Boydell, Roger Poulter,
David Howard Houston.
Our new Golf & Bridge Day was a
great success: 1. John Bromhead,
2. Jeremy Willans, 3. Joy Mayall (our
County Chairman).
The Kremer Dersch is an annual
teams event for committee members of
affiliated clubs and the Avenue (Julian
and Sarah Mitchell, Per Lindsten,
Richard Newton) were victorious for
the third year running; 2nd Horsham
(Keith and Maureen Norman, Adam
Lea, Ann Lorimer).
Diary dates: Jan 13, New Year Swiss
Teams, Henfield Hall – with Fantastic
Food! Feb 10, Elizabeth North Trophy,
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Patcham. Feb 24th Individual Final,
Patcham.

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
WHY not make a New
Year resolution to support
the Midland Counties
Congress?
In its 63rd year, the
Congress runs from the
4th-6th January 2013, and
aims to provide something for everyone. Friday has Mixed, Ladies’, Men’s,
and Flitch Pairs in the afternoon, Mixed
Teams in the evening with team-mates
guaranteed. All these events are Black
Pointed. Saturday is Championship
Pairs with Blue Points being awarded.
Sunday is Championship and Swiss
Teams with both events being Green
Pointed. With your support it’s hoped
this fun and friendly Congress will run
for another 62 years. Further details on
www.MidlandCountiesCongress.org or
from Darren Evetts ( 07977 481399.
Winners of the recent Chick o’ the
County were Jim Penderson – Rob Jones;
Marijke Rodrigo – Gerri Draysey were
runners-up.
The Inter-County League match
against Gloucester resulted in a maximum win for the 1st team, a 3-17 loss
for the 2nd team and a 13-7 win for the
3rd team.
Diary dates: Jan 4-6, Midland
Counties Congress. Thurs Jan 31,
Senior Pairs, WM, 1.30pm. Sun Feb 24,
Introductory Pairs (entry via clubs).

Westmorland
www.bridgewebs.com/westmorland
THE Westmorland Swiss
Pairs took place at The
Castle Green Hotel, Kendal.
A record number of entries
competed in a friendly and
pleasant atmosphere. In a
strong field, local pair John Farmer –
David Strawbridge emerged as the winners (see photo on previous page). Local
success was shared by Brian Smith –
Fred Thornton, who won the nonexpert category in 5th overall place;
Mike and Jean Patefield, who won the
highest-ranking Westmorland pair not
otherwise in the prizes, and Mike and
Sally Ann Rothwell who won the fastest
ascenders. Next year’s event will take
place on Sunday September 29 at the
same popular venue.
Westmorland entered teams in the B

and C Division of the Northern League.
Overall the B team finished in 4th place
with C in 5th – well done to such a small
county. The healthy state of bridge in
the county is also exemplified by the
fact that members of Kendal Bridge
Club made up 25 tables in celebration
of its 50th anniversary (see page 41).

Wiltshire
www.wcba.co.uk
THE Wiltshire season
has started with something of déjà vu about it.
Team Williamson leads the Premier
League, and Keith Williamson, Kathy
Hodgson, Bob Bannister and Andrew
Law were comfortable winners of the
Cliff Sibley Mixed Teams event.
After two rounds of the League, King
are lying second in the Premier,
Thackaberry heads Gwyer in Division 2,
while Hodgson are at the front of Division 3 after the early skirmishes.
Corsham Pairs: 1. Mike Fithyan –
Christine Ray, 2. Dave Latchem –
Norman Botton, 3. Pat Davies – Trevor
Purches.
Jo Seddon – Helen Holden were
Wiltshire’s only winners at the recent
Weston Super Mare Congress; they won
the Ladies’ Pairs.
The county is in good health with
increased numbers in all our early
events.

Worcestershire
www.worcestershirebridge.co.uk
WORCESTERSHIRE
ladies have done us
proud, with two teams
reaching the semifinals of the National
Women’s Teams. Sadly, Sue Evans, Sue
Lane, Marian Wilcox and Jane Morton
lost to the eventual winners and Joyce
Skelton, Pam Pearce, Val Kennewell
and Margaret Lane lost their semi-final
by a single IMP! Pam had some consolation in winning the Derbyshire Greenpointed Swiss Pairs playing with John
Sansom.
The county’s first competition to produce a result was the Ladies’ and Men’s
Pairs. Sue Lane – Marian Wilcox won
the Ladies’ and the Men’s ended, unusually, in a tie for first place between
Paul Hammond – Ken Carpenter and
Ian Thompson – Mike Willoughby. Ian
is also leading the Phillipps Heats playing with Stewart Fishburne.
In the Grand Prix Teams, previous

December 19th is the closing date
for the submission of county
reports for the next issue of
English Bridge.
Please e-mail: elena@ebu.co.uk

winners Worcester Grant took full
advantage of some difficult hands to
dislodge the leaders. The January heat
will be on the 14th and is sure to
produce more excitement.
The Irene Allen Non-Expert Swiss
Pairs is always a popular event and this
year proved no exception. It was held in
Stourbridge in October and Lorna
Fellows – Terry Collins were clear
winners from James Taylor – Roy
Withers in 2nd place. Wendy and Eric
Silverstone retained the Richard Lewis
Trophy that they won last year.
The Malvern Congress was held at
Bransford on 27-28 October and, once
again, was fully booked early in
October. Look out for the full results in
the next edition.
Finally, we’re sorry to have to report
that Brian Dawson, a founder member
of the Eckington Bridge Club, died at
home in August. We offer our sincere
condolences to his family.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
THE winners of the Great
Northern Swiss Pairs, hosted
by the YCBA, were Adam
Dickinson – Dominic Pinto;
Frank Littlewood – Roman
Gembicki were 3rd and Pauline Cooper
– Richard Hilton 5th.
In the 2012 Northern League, the
Yorkshire teams finished 2nd and 3rd in
Division A, 5th in Division B, and 2nd
and 3rd in Division C.
At the EBU’s Guernsey Congress, Ian
Rodger – Judith Biles were in the
winning team in the Pivot Teams, while
Agnes and Peter Baxter won both the
Mixed Pairs and the Seniors Pairs. Janet
and Ted Latham were 2nd in the Swiss
Pairs. At the EBU’s Marmaris Congress,
Shelagh Flett – John Scott were in the
2nd-placed team in the Swiss Teams.
Sarah Teshome’s team, including
Richard Winter, Tony McNiff and Nick
Woolven, reached the final of the EBU’s
Hubert Phillips Bowl knockout competition for mixed pivot teams, in which
they were narrowly defeated.
York and Bradford players Ant
Edwards and Neil Zussman appeared in
the BBC quiz show ‘Only Connect’ as
members of a team of mind games
enthusiasts.
Congratulations to the following on
their successes in county events and
club congresses: Huddersfield Rose Bowl:
Heather Hobson, Roy Garthwaite and
Janet and Ted Latham. Garforth Swiss
Teams: Pauline Cooper, Richard Hilton,
Richard Pike, Peter Waterman. Kath
Grimoldby Simultaneous Pairs: 1. Russ
Parkinson – Jean Forrester (Wakefield),
2. John and Beryl Bramall (Pickering);
3. Tony Kent – Malcolm Robinson
(Wakefield)
Diary dates: Dec 16, Mixed Pivot
Teams, Bradford. Jan 6, Yorkshire
League (Round 4). Jan 13, Yorkshire
Pairs, Bradford. Jan 26, Yorkshire
Schools Pairs, York. Jan 27, Yorkshire
League (Round 5). Feb 3, Doncaster
Swiss Pairs.
r
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THE EBU & BRIDGE OVERSEAS

LAKE GARDA CONGRESS
9 – 15 October 2013
Grand Hotel Gardone, Lake Garda, Italy
t
t
t
t
t

Pre-congress Pairs
BlueOpen Pairs
pointed
Pivot Teams
events
Men’s, Ladies’ and
Mixed Pairs
Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams

Greenpointed
Swiss
events

Bridge Fees: £124
EBU Comps Department
( 01296 317 203 / 219
E-mail: comps@ebu.co.uk
Attendance at the congress is exclusive
to delegates booking their accommodation
with Bridge Overseas

www.ebu.co.uk

For travel and accommodation please contact

BRIDGE OVERSEAS
( 0800 034 6246
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OCTOBER BRITISH
SIM PAIRS NATIONAL
HEAT WINNERS

Club Bidding Quiz

FROM THE TOP: Mon. 8 Oct: Lorna
Swadling – Alastair Gidman (Summertown BC); Tue. 9: Douglas Balch –
Paul Bennett (Felsted BC); Wed. 10:
Chris Moir – Richard Donnelly
(Chalfont BC); Thurs. 11: Brian
Parkinson – Michael Heal (Roydon
[Diss] BC); Fri. 12: Chris Tucker – Tony
Aston (Watford & Bushey BC).

by Julian Pottage

Answers to Problems on Page 27
W
Hand 1
´A
™ J2
tAK9874
® 10 6 4 3

N

E
S
1NT 3´

?

3NT. Although you have
an unbalanced hand,
you do have a spade
stopper. You may have
heard the saying ‘nine tricks are easier
than eleven,’ and Hamman’s rule ‘When
3NT is an option, bid it’. This is a hand for
following such advice.

W
Hand 2
´K876
™K875
tQ92
®QJ

N
1t

Hand 4
´ QJ
™ Q J 10 7 5
t K 10 8 5
®A2

W
1™
?

E
S
Dble Pass
W

2t . Partner’s double
asks you to suggest a
suit. This time, you do
not know which one to
choose. You should pass the buck by bidding opener’s suit. This shows you have at
least the values to invite game and at least
two places to play. If you bid one of the
majors, you would be guessing – and
could easily guess wrong.

Hand 5
´J95
™ K J 10 7 6
tKQ4
®84

2®
?

N
E
Pass 2´

S
Pass

Pass. With 16 HCP, you
do not have quite enough
to rebid 2NT, w hich
would show 17-18 on
this auction. Nor, with six losers on the
losing trick count, do you have sufficient
playing strength to expect to make 4´. It is
allowable to be maximum sometimes!

N
1®
3®

E
S
1´ 1NT
Pass Pass

Pass. Your cue-bid of 2®
already showed a sound
raise in spades. Partner
has heard that and elected not to compete.
Moreover, South’s 1NT bid warns you that
the spades may be breaking badly.

W
Hand 3
´ AKQ8
™6542
tA3
®K87

S
Pass

2t. Each bid tells a story.
You have already shown
the hearts. Bidding them
again would be a mistake (and suggest a sixcard suit). Instead, you show your second
suit, showing at least four diamonds and at
least five hearts. Assuming you play a weak
no-trump opening, a 1NT rebid is not an
option as that would show at least 15 points.

?

W
1´
?

N
E
Pass 1´

Hand 6
´6
™ AQ86
t J 10 9 5
®Q865

N

E
1t

S
2´

?

Double. You could bid
3t , showing the dia mond support. Supporting partner is often a
good idea. However, if you have a 4-4
heart fit, you need only ten tricks for
game. If you double, you can support
diamonds later, making double the better
first move on the hand.
r

English Bridge and the EBU wish you all
a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
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Farewell, Max!
IN 1984, two interesting things happened:
first it was a leap year, and secondly Max
Bavin joined the EBU. One of Max’s skills is
his ease at mathematical formulae and
bridge movements, so it seems quite apt
that after twenty-eight years of service to
the EBU, Max leaves us in another leap year.
Max learned to play bridge at grammar
school through his teacher, Mr Wright –
an enthusiastic bridge player. He started
tournament directing at the local bridge
club in his early twenties. Then the organisers of the local Stratford Congress (a
major congress back then) found themselves to be one tournament director short
and he was drafted in at short notice.
After that, Max started to TD at EBU
congresses, until the EBU Secretary at the
time, Peter Briggs, asked him to come on
board as the new Master Points and
Membership supervisor.
Two years later, Max became Chief
Tournament Director of the EBU, at
which point he was already tournament
directing at both European and world
championships. He later became manager
of the Tournaments Department during
the 1990s, followed by the WBF Chief TD
in 2003. Amazing achievements for a
man who was brought on to sort out the
Master Points – but not a surprise either,
considering his skills in all areas of bridge
management and administration.
While Max has been working at the
EBU, he has seen some major changes to
bridge administration, of which he has
been a part every step of the way. Here
are some examples . . .
Just before Max arrived, the EBU had
joined the computer age with the PDP-11
computer. In 1983, it had transferred
masses of Master Point records from
thousands of pieces of cardboard to this
state of the art computer. However, in
comparison to today’s computers, it was not
really practical at all, as it needed three huge
12 inch back-up discs to work, and was a
very slow machine. There would certainly
have been no way to administer Pay to Play
with the PDP-11, and one of Max’s main
roles from 1984 onwards was to work with
this machine, later upgrading the various
computer systems to make things easier and
more efficient at HQ. He managed this with
www.ebu.co.uk

great skill and patience, and brought about
a considerable improvement.
Meanwhile, in the Tournaments scene,
the EBU was calculating scores using a
‘comptometer’ machine (try saying it!). It
was the first commercially successful keydriven mechanical calculator and was extremely fast because each key adds or
subtracts its value to the accumulator as
soon as it is pressed. The EBU had several
skilled operators and so the comptometer
remained in use long into the 1980s. By
this time, it was realised that the comptometer was no longer practical, so its use
was discontinued. However, Max does still
admire the unique skills that were required
to operate one of these machines.

What of non-technical changes? One of
the biggest innovations to come to the
world of bridge was the bidding box. Max
had seen their usefulness in various international tournaments where he had
directed, and wanted to introduce them at
EBU events. When they first appeared,
some players were unhappy with them,
but Max rode the storm and was insistent
that they would be a good thing. And so
they have proved to be!
Over the years, many of his colleagues
will attest to Max’s unique mathematical
mind. He can work out complicated
movements or mathematical equations

by Matt Betts
much more easily, and in a shorter space
of time, than anyone else. He is also very
knowledgeable about so many areas of
bridge, and has a knack for explaining
things thoroughly as well as in terms that
a non-expert can understand.
Max’s greatest EBU moments are linked
to Brighton: first, when he was initially
invited to be a TD at the Brighton Congress,
and then when he found himself running
the whole thing as the new Chief Tournament Director. As Max said: ‘It was all very
exciting, and is the best event for bridge!’
On the world stage, Max’s greatest moment
was when he was first in charge of the world
championships, at Monte Carlo in 2003.
The whole event had gone very well, until
the last board of the last day, when a ruling
was sought in the Bermuda Bowl final
between USA and Italy. Max managed to
stay cool and collected, and his skills were
appreciated by both teams. Although the
outcome of a tournament being settled by
a ruling is a TD’s worst nightmare, Monte
Carlo enabled him to settle into his role
very quickly. He hasn’t looked back since,
and will continue as WBF Chief Tournament Director in the years to come.
Passions outside of bridge include football (Manchester United), cricket (Lancashire) and music (rock). Asked if he
thought Alex Ferguson should retire as
Man United Manager, Max said that as he’s
only been doing the job for 25 years, he still
has three more years to go . . . However,
Max is pleased that he’ll now have a bit
more time for football and cricket, though
he is sad to know that he’ll never be Fergie’s
replacement (when that time comes).
Everyone at the EBU has enjoyed working with Max over the years, and we all
wish him well in his retirement after
twenty-eight years of invaluable service to
our organisation.
Max would like to thank all the bridge
players (especially the players he has possibly ruled against!) and the staff (past
and present, the Board, committees)
with whom he has come into contact
over the years. He would also like to
thank Gordon Rainsford for taking on
the impor tant role of EBU Chief TD, and
believes he is handing over exactly to the
r
right person.
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BERNARD MAGEE
Filmed Live at Haslemere Festival
2011

2012

1 Ruffing for Extra Tricks

7 Leads

This seminar deals with declarer’s use of ruffing
to generate extra tricks and then looks at how the
defenders might counteract this.

Bernard takes you through all the basic leads and the
importance of your choice of lead. If you start to think
not just about your hand, but about your partner’s too,
then you will get much better results.

2 Competitive Tricks
This seminar focuses on competitive auctions from the
perspective of the overcalling side to start with and
then from the perspective of the opening side in the
second part.

3 Making the Most of High Cards
This seminar helps declarer to use his high cards more
carefully and then looks at how defenders should care
for their precious high cards.

4 Identifying & Bidding Slams
The first half of this seminar is about identifying when
a slam might be on – one of the hardest topics
to teach. The second half covers some of the
techniques used to bid slams.

5 Play & Defence of 1NT Contracts
This seminar looks at the most common and
yet most feared of contracts: 1NT. The first half
looks at declaring the contract and the second
part puts us in the defenders’ seats.

8 Losing Trick Count
A method of hand evaluation for when you find a fit.
Bernard deals with the basics of the losing trick count
then looks at advanced methods to hone your bidding.

9 Making a Plan as Declarer
Bernard explains how to make a plan then expands on
how to make the most of your long suits. The first half
deals with no-trumps, the second with suit contracts.

10 Responding to 1NT
This seminar deals with Transfers and Stayman in
detail. The 1NT opening comes up frequently, so having
a good, accurate system of responses is paramount.

11 Signals & Discards
This seminar deals with Count, Attitude
and Suit-preference signals: aiming to get
you working as a partnership in defence.

12 Endplays

6 Doubling & Defence
against Doubled Contracts
The first half of this seminar explores penalty
doubles and the second half discusses the
defence against doubled contracts.

Bernard takes you through the basics of the
technique before showing some magical hands
where you take extra tricks from defenders. In the
second half, Bernard looks at how to avoid being
endplayed as a defender.

DVDs

DVDs

Each £25. Boxed Set of 6 £100

Each £25. Boxed Set of 6 £100

Make your cheque payable to Mr Bridge and send to: Mr Bridge, Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2TH

01483 489961

www.mrbridge.co.uk/mrbridge-shop

Fax 01483 797302

