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Our Under-25s (top picture) and Under-20s
do the double again by retaining the
Junior Camrose and Peggy Bayer trophies.
Report on page 65 of the online magazine.
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From the Chairman

Good News

by Jeremy Dhondy

click
link

SOME excellent news for both the EBU and the charity
EBED. Thanks to the generosity of Laurie Champniss
(see interview on page 27), the South Bucks Bridge
Centre has been donated to EBED. It will be run, as at
present, by a manager but with help and input from
the technical staff at the EBU. The club, as well as
holding regular duplicates both day and evening, has a
teaching programme which EBED will help develop.
The good news continues. The EBU made a number
of one-off savings in the year just finished, which has led
to an improved financial performance compared to the
budget originally put forward for the year. The board
wanted our clubs and members to share in this, so we
have made arrangements for all our affiliated clubs to
receive enough packs of cards to update at least one
complete set of boards. Sticky old cards are not
welcomed at the club but replacing them is not cheap, so
I hope this gesture will have assisted all our clubs and
those who play in them.

Developments
The numbers playing online continue to show a modest
increase and there are some developments in this area.
The EBU, having had an online trial competition, has
from this season introduced a permanent online knockout competition which has attracted about thirty teams
this year. As more people get used to the idea it may,
perhaps, grow. Those who like to play online may want
to know that Bridge Club Live is now an online affiliated
club, which means that its competitions will attract full
EBU master points. If you play, all you need to do is
make Bridge Club Live aware of your EBU number. We
are also encouraging the possibility of online matches in
other knock-out competitions if both teams want to do
this. It may overcome some disinclination to travel a
long way on icy winter evenings.
The Gold Cup, run by Bridge Great Britain, is Great
Britain’s premier teams knock-out competition.
Entries have fallen over the last few years and a change
is being made to the timings for 2015-2016. You can
see detail on the BGB website at www.bridgegreat
britain.org and also on page 9. The start date will be
in June and the Silver Plate competition for losers in
early rounds will continue to be run by the EBU.
www.ebu.co.uk

Awards
I’ve remarked before on how we are working to
develop our awards system and I have two things to
report. We have introduced a new award (the Diamond
Award). It is for those players who have represented
England (and earlier Great Britain) with distinction
over a long period. The first two winners are Nicola
Smith and Tony Forrester. They were presented with
their awards at the Lederer at the beginning of March.
You can see their photographs on page 31. I recall
sitting in Dublin as NPC of the English team in the
European championship and counting Nicola’s medals
as shown in the programme. They had managed to
omit two of them (I nagged until it was corrected) but
even so no British player has won more medals in
European and World Championships over a long
period.
Tony has been at the top of the English game (noone matches his record in the Gold Cup) for several
decades and has a pretty impressive haul of World and
European medals. I think it is fitting that we recognise
performances of that quality.
Tony Priday, one of our great players, died last year
and at a memorial function in January I was delighted
to announce, with the agreement of his widow Vivian,
a new award – the Tony Priday Award. It will be
awarded for excellence. That might be in the field of
play but it doesn’t have to be. I hope the first winner
will be announced in November at the AGM.

Improvements
A last thought. I heard someone at the recent
Tollemache Final bemoaning the severity of the Laws
in some situations. The revoke law is one that
occasionally comes in for such comments, so a story
from the 1947 Contract Bridge Journal is worthy of
reflection. It concerns a hand played in 2™ doubled,
which went two down for -500 but declarer had only
twelve cards. The thirteenth was eventually discovered
stuck to another one due, in part perhaps, to the jam
pastries consumed. The penalty for the revoke was four
tricks so the contract was six down! Not much equity
there perhaps.
r
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Pairs Tactics
Declare the Love All Part-scores by Andrew Robson
ON one deal in four – that’s six deals in a 24-board
duplicate – neither side is vulnerable. Both sides
only lose 50 points per trick if they go down. So take
a part-score scenario. If you are making your
contract (of 2™ or higher), you will have to get the
opponents three down (two down doubled) to beat
the value of your making contract. And it’s the same
in reverse: if your opponents are making their partscore (of 2™ and above), you can afford to go two
down and still show a profit. So declare.
I remember playing a pairs event against Mark
Itabashi of Hawaii, a match-point specialist. I
opened 1NT at Love All and the bidding went Pass –
Pass to Mark. I knew he’d bid (yes, 1NT making one
scores just 90, meaning he has to go just one down
to be better, but 1NT plus one and he can afford to
go two down). He bid 2´ – we smiled at each other
as if to say, ‘We both know you could have anything.’
He did – he was 4-3-3-3 with ´Q-7-5-4. He duly
escaped for one down vs a room’s worth of +90s in
1NT our way.
In the expert pairs game, these Love All part-

LICENSED BRIDGE
When you see the ‘LB’ sign above in an advertisement in the magazine, it means that:

•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for,
and received, a licence from the EBU.
• They may choose to give master points in
accordance with EBU scales.
• These master points will be accepted and added
to player records.
• The bridge will be played in line with EBU
regulations and bye laws, thus affording all players
the protection of playing within the jurisdiction of
the EBU.
All County events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Any events licensed by another National
Bridge Organisation will not be able to have master
points credited to members’ records save
for Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
with whom the EBU have a reciprocal
agreement.
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scores are a battle to the end. Take this one:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer West.
´ K5
™KQ943
tK87
®984
AQ82
´ 10 7 4
N
A7
™ 10 8 5 2
W
E
AJ943
tQ62
S
Q6
®K73
´ J963
™J6
t 10 5
® A J 10 5 2

West
1t
1´
Pass
Pass
Pass

North
1™
Pass
Pass
Pass
3®

East
Pass
Pass
2t
2´
All Pass

South
Pass
2®
2™
Pass

What an auction – more than five rounds of
bidding! No one wanted to let the opponents
declare the Love All part-score. Now whether 2´
(and for that matter 2™) would have made is moot.
But it’s easier to declare than defend, and they
certainly might either or both have made on
imperfect defence. So it was good tactics to bid on.
The music eventually stopped at 3®.
West had an awkward lead. Ace and another
diamond would have been best but, not unreasonably, he tried ace and another heart. Winning
with the jack of hearts, at trick three declarer led the
five of diamonds, West grabbing his diamond ace
(or the diamond king would have won and the ten
of diamonds be thrown on the king of hearts). West
exited with a second diamond.
Winning with the king of diamonds, declarer led
the four of clubs (not the nine or the eight) to the
www.ebu.co.uk

club jack, West winning with the queen of clubs and
leading a third diamond. Ruffing with the two of
clubs, declarer led up a spade, West ducking and
dummy’s king of spades winning. Declarer now led
the nine of clubs and passed it when East played low
(note that if he’d earlier squandered the nine of
clubs and now led the eight, East could cover with
the king of clubs and declarer could not get back to
dummy).
Leaving East’s club king out temporarily, declarer
could now lead dummy’s king-queen of hearts, East
helplessly following, while he shed two spades from
hand. East ruffed the fifth heart (with the king), but
declarer could overruff with the ace, cash the ten
and merely give up the last trick, a spade. Nine tricks
made.
HHHHH
Just reflect on the likely look of such a traveller
(from, say, North-South’s perspective). In the first
quartile (ranking the scores from best to worst),
you’ll have scores resulting from North-South’s
making contracts. In the second quartile, you have
scores resulting from defeating East-West’s contracts (they’ll not be as great as the scores from the
making contracts). In the third quartile, you’ll have
scores resulting from you failing to make your contracts; in the bottom quartile, you’ll have scores
resulting from the opponents making their contracts.
My point is this: if you declare, then you’ll have a
score in the first quartile (if you make) or third
quartile (if you go down). First or third. Conversely,
if you defend you’ll have a score in the second
quartile (if you defeat their contract); or the fourth
quartile (if they make). Second or fourth.
So declare!
r

MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS
As a member of the English Bridge Union,
you can receive the following benefits:
• HMCA healthcare benefits
• Household Insurance Scheme
(Osbornes Insurances)
• Club Insurance (Osbornes Insurances)
• Car Hire

Read all about it at
www.ebu.co.uk/member-benefits
www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge Fiction
Stefan Götel’s Hopeless Joke
THE Headmaster looked up anxiously as Bertie
Bellis took his seat. ‘Has the Trewin boy heard from
Selwyn College yet?’ he asked.
‘No, but he’s almost certain to get a place there,’
the maths master replied. ‘As for an exhibition or
scholarship, I couldn’t say.’
‘But you know the senior maths tutor there, don’t
you?’ persisted the Headmaster.
Bertie Bellis sorted through his cards. It was only
his long-time friendship with Harry Kershaw that
gave Trewin any prospect of a place at Selwyn. He
wasn’t the most able member of the Maths Sixth.
More at home on the cricket field, if truth be told.
Now, who was the dealer on this one?

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer West.
´ 954
™52
t 10 7 6
®AKQ86
J
´ Q 10 8 2
N
KQJ9874
™ 10 6 3
W
E
Q92
tK85
S
94
®752
´ AK763
™A
tAJ43
® J 10 3

West
Rev.
Benson
3™
Pass

North
Percy
Cutforth
Pass
4´

East
Headmaster
Pass
All Pass

South
Bertie
Bellis
3´

The Reverend Benson led the ™K and Bertie Bellis
won with the ace. If trumps were 3-2, eleven tricks
were assured. Still, anyone opening at the three-level
was likely to hold a singleton somewhere. Charlie B
might well have led a minor-suit singleton, so perhaps he had a singleton trump. In that case further
8
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heart leads would threaten declarer with losing
control.
At trick two Bertie Bellis led a low trump from his
hand. The Reverend Benson won with the jack and
continued with a second top heart, ruffed in the
closed hand. Declarer was now at the crossroads. If
trumps were 3-2, he could simply draw trumps in
two more rounds and claim eleven tricks. If trumps
were 4-1, which was perhaps more likely, it would be
necessary to give up a second round of the suit while
dummy still held a trump to ruff a heart continuation.
With a shrug of the shoulders Bertie Bellis, led the
´7 from his ´A-K-7. When the Reverend Benson
showed out, the maths master knew he had done the
right thing. The Headmaster won the second round
of trumps and could do no damage with a third
round of hearts; declarer would be able to ruff it in
the dummy.
When the Headmaster switched to a diamond,
Bertie Bellis won with the ace, drew East’s remaining trumps and discarded two of his diamond losers
on dummy’s club suit. The game was his.
‘You read the cards well, Bertie,’ observed Percy
Cutforth, peering through his thick lenses. ‘Ducking
two trumps was the only way to make it.’
A couple of rounds later, the Headmaster faced
Stefan Götel and the Matron:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ 53
™ 10 7 5 3 2
t973
®J72
96
´ 872
N
KQJ9
™A864
W
E
J85
t Q 10 6 4
S
KQ83
®94
´ A K Q J 10 4
™ Void
tAK2
® A 10 6 5

www.ebu.co.uk

West
Rev.
Benson

North
The
Matron

East
Headmaster

Pass
Pass
All Pass

2t
2NT

Pass
Pass

South
Stefan
Götel
2®
2´
4´

The ™K was led and down went the dummy. ‘I
would normally pass 2´,’ declared the Matron. ‘Still,
you weren’t very pleased last time I did that.’
‘Quite right,’ said Stefan Götel.
‘So you say,’ continued the Matron, ‘but with
game in your own hand you could rebid 3´ instead
of 2´. I would never pass that.’
Götel ruffed the heart lead and drew trumps in
three rounds. He had a certain loser awaiting him in
diamonds, so he needed to reduce the club losers to
two. What was the best play in the suit? It looked
right to play ace and another club, ducking the
second round. That would succeed when either
defender held a singleton or doubleton honour, also
when the suit divided 3-3.
Two low cards appeared when the club ace was
played and Götel continued with the ®5, intending
to play dummy’s ®7. The Reverend Benson went in
with the ®Q and declarer’s problems were over. He
was assured of a second club trick from the jack or
ten and the contract was made.
‘Interesting one, Charlie,’ said Stefan Götel. ‘If you
follow with the ®8, I was going to play dummy’s
®7. I would have gone down!’
The Reverend Benson had rarely heard such a
feeble witticism. It was one thing for Germans to
produce excellent motor cars and steam engines,
another thing entirely to try to match the British
sense of humour. Who in their right mind would
play the ®7 from dummy when West had already
played the ®8?
The elderly cleric summoned a polite smile. ‘Very
amusing!’ he said.
r

2016 GOLD CUP
The premier British teams event
Closing date for this year’s competition:

Monday, 1st June 2015
NOTE
CHANGE

The schedule of the Gold Cup
has been changed for forthcoming years. It will start in June annually,
the Finals being played in August in the
following year. The Silver Plate, administered by the EBU, will not be affected.
Entry fee: £84 per team
(half-price pro-rata for players under 25)
The entry fee includes the fee for the Silver Plate

Enquiries to Sandra Claridge

claridge31@tiscali.co.uk

Entry form at
www.bridgegreatbritain.org

BRIDGE AND GOLF GIFTS
DIRECT LTD
Large selection of bridge and golf gifts, and
bridge accessories available online at

www.bridgeandgolfgifts.co.uk
( 07853 066 582 (quote English Bridge)
E-mail: baggdirect@live.co.uk
www.ebu.co.uk
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Heather’s Hints

Play Safe at Teams

N
S

West
4t

K Q 10 7
J 10 3
J2
8653

North
1®
4´

East
1t
All Pass

South
1´

PLAYING teams, North opens 1® and East overcalls
with 1t. South responds 1´ and West raises preemptively to 4t. What call do you make with the
North cards?

ADVERTISEMENTS
Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of Danby
Advertising (Advertising Agent for English Bridge) take
all reasonable precautions to protect the interests of
readers by ensuring as far as practicable that advertisements in the pages of English Bridge are bona fide,
the magazine and its publisher, the EBU, cannot
accept any undertaking in respect of claims made by
advertisers, whether these advertisements are printed
as part of the magazine, or are in the form of inserts.
Legal remedies are available if redress is sought, and
readers who have complaints should address them to
the advertiser or should consult a local Trading
Standards Office, or a Citizens Advice Bureau, or their
own solicitors. Readers should note that prices
advertised may not be accurate due to currency
exchange rate fluctuations, or tax changes.
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If the opponents weren’t in the auction, you
would have raised to 3´, showing invitational
values. In competition, you can stretch one level if
pushed, so you should bid 4´ and this becomes the
final contract.
West leads the king of diamonds, and then
switches to the eight of hearts. What do you do?
If you rise with the ace, you will need the clubs to
divide two-two in order to avoid four losers – two
hearts, a club and a diamond. Therefore you play
low, since this may limit the defence to only one
heart trick. East wins with the queen and switches to
the jack of clubs on which West plays the nine. How
do you plan the play?
This is the position we have reached:

Game All. Dealer North.
´ AJ86
™A75
t 10
®AK742

´
™
t
®

by Heather Dhondy

´
™
t
®

AJ86
A7
—
AK742
N
S

´
™
t
®

K Q 10 7
J 10
J
8653

Your plan might be to draw trumps and establish
the clubs (if they are 3-1). This is all well and good,
however suppose the trumps are 4-1? Now you will
be unable to draw trumps and establish the clubs as
the opponents will have diamonds to cash. You
might consider yourself a little unlucky that neither
suit divided favourably for you, but was there
anything you could have done to guard against this?
You might think about ducking a club once the
bad break is discovered; however, it is very likely
that the hand with the short clubs is the one with
the long trumps, and you will suffer a club ruff.
www.ebu.co.uk

What club holdings can this jack be from?
Singleton jack is a possibility, as is J-10 doubleton,
but presumably not Q-J-10. Given that, the only
hand that can have the singleton club is East.
Since West has failed to overtake this jack, it is not
dangerous to duck this trick as we have worked out
that West will not be ruffing the second round, but
is there any advantage?
Yes: you will give up on an overtrick if the suit was
originally divided 2-2, but this is teams, and the
advantage is that your clubs are now established
however the remaining cards in the suit divide – so
now you will be able to win any continuation and
draw four rounds of trumps if necessary, and then
cash your clubs.
This was the full deal:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

5
9862
KQ954
Q 10 9

AJ86
A75
10
AK742
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

9432
KQ4
A8763
J

K Q 10 7
J 10 3
J2
8653

West should have covered the jack of clubs with
the queen, and then you would have been unable to
duck the trick without the possibility of conceding
a club ruff. On the actual deal, you would have been
unable to make the contract, but West did not
envisage this position.

Heather’s Hints
1. In competition, you should be prepared to
be pushed up one level in the bidding in
order to support partner’s suit, but not two.
2. Playing teams (or rubber bridge), always
consider the possibility of a bad break, and
if you can cope with it. It is worth
sacrificing an overtrick to play as safely as
possible for your game contract.
r
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Bridge Tips
Respond Often Non-vulnerable
WE all learn that if partner opens one of a suit we
must respond with 6 points and pass with fewer. I
agree that one must respond with 6 points,
otherwise a game may routinely be missed.
However, there are many reasons to respond on
some hands with fewer than 6 points.
For example, playing match-pointed pairs at Love
All, you hold:

´
™
t
®

1.
2.
3.

Partner opens 1® and your
right-hand opponent (RHO)
passes. Holding only 4 points
should you pass? Absolutely
not! Responding 1´ has so
many ways to be good for your
side.

A 10 9 3 2
8765
642
2

It makes it harder for the opponents to enter
the bidding – it may well be their hand.
It may improve the contract.
You may even reach a making 4´ (or 4™
facing a club/heart reverse). Partner might
easily hold, say:

Only 17 points and no
singleton but an excellent 4´, and of course
partner may hold more!
Yes, partner may rebid
2NT but perhaps that is
a better spot than 1®. If partner rebids 3® –
OK, you apologise, but responding 1´ is a
long-term winning approach and even 3®
one off may be a save against a red-suit
contract for the opponents.
´
™
t
®

KQ54
A3
A7
A9864

HHHHHH
Now let’s look at a less obvious example.
Playing teams, non-vulnerable against vulnerable
opponents, partner opens 1´ and RHO passes.
www.ebu.co.uk
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You hold the following measly collection:

´
™
t
®

Q2
10 7 6 5 3
82
7652

Surely an obvious pass, you
think? I would, however, respond 1NT, which I am sure you
think is crazy, but here is why.

Opponents are quite likely to have a game on,
perhaps 3NT if partner is minimum. If you pass, it
will be trivial for them to reach it; however, 1NT
makes it very hard – perhaps the points are split and
the next player is unsuitable for a double but if you
pass he would have an easy 1NT bid.
What is the downside of responding 1NT? Well
partner may raise to 2NT; OK, so you pass and go
off in 50s, but who cares? 1´ was probably failing
anyway. Partner bids 3NT? Nowadays that usually
shows running spades, so partner is unlikely to bid
that. Partner bids 3® game forcing? Well, you pass!
Maybe it's a better spot than 1´. Partner bids 3™?
You try 4™. Partner bids 3t? OK, not great; you pass
or bid 3´ and pray, with an apology ready. The
point is that 1NT has many more ways to win than
lose and it retains the initiative that your side has
gained as a result of opening the bidding. Essentially
you are investing a few cheap undertricks in return
for stealing many hands from the opponents.
So in summary:

Respond as often as you can non-vulnerable!
Don't give away the initiative, be a difficult
opponent. When vulnerable, a response should
deliver 6 points, or close to that with redeeming
features. I would respond on the first example
hand even if vulnerable since our side may well
be able to make four of a major. I would not
respond on the second example vulnerable
though, since I would not want to be conceding many vulnerable undertricks!
r
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Bridge with a Twist

Ask Simon
by Simon Cochemé
HENRY C of Shepherds Bush says that he
understands that the modern way of writing
acronyms that are pronounced as words, rather
than a string of letters, is with a single capital
letter. Thus Ukip. Nato and Fifa (as opposed to
EBU, BBC and FBI). If that is the case, Henry
asks, shouldn’t we be writing ‘Imp’ for
International Match Point, rather than ‘IMP’?

Steady on, Henry. There are some who think that
EBU and IMP are the modern way of writing E.B.U.
and I.M.P.
By the way, did you know that when a defender is
over-eager to take the setting trick (where a
thought ful defence would have been more
successful), this is known as a ‘cash discount’ for
declarer?

GILLY of Cardiff tells me that some friends are
trying to persuade her to play Odd-Even
discards, where an odd card says you like the
suit, a high even card asks for the higher suit,
and a low even card asks for the lower suit. Gilly
isn’t convinced and wants to know what the
experts play.

I am not qualified to give an expert view, but I have
done some research for you. Of all the European
pairs who have qualified for the World Championships later this year, 53% play Attitude, 19%
play Count or Reverse Count, 18% (nearly all
Polish) play simple Suit Preference, and only 10%
play Odd-Encouraging discards. I should add that
82% of those who play Attitude actually play
Reverse Attitude (low means like) rather than
Standard Attitude (hi means hello!). So, if you are
thinking of revamping your signalling system,
Reverse Attitude is definitely the way to go.
And talking of reversing . . .
www.ebu.co.uk
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JANET de B of Chelsea writes to say: ‘I held:
´ K J 7 5 ™ A J 3 t A 9 3 ® A J 5.
My partner opened 4t and I bid 3NT. My
opponents objected but I told them I was
allowed to reverse because I had more than 16
points.’

I can see what you’re driving at, Janet, but I am
afraid you can’t do it in reverse.
By the way, did you know that the new approved
term for players who ignore Stop cards is ‘Cyclists’?

PYERS P of Eastbourne has noticed that when
results for a deal, including the leads, are shown
on websites after the event, the lead is often a
card that was not in the leader’s hand. He asks
why the lead can’t be checked when it is entered
into the electronic scoring device.

There is a good reason why we have a mildly random set of cards in the lead column. Imagine you
are declarer and North. When dummy goes down,
you see that you need to find the queen of clubs. If
you were to input the ®Q as the lead, and the computer were obliged to tell you that it was not a legal
card, you would know that it was in the hand of
your right-hand opponent. After doing this thirteen
times you would be playing double dummy!
By the way, did you know that a player who has a
row of Pass cards in front of him is said to be passing
through the green channel, with nothing to declare?

SIMON C of Hammersmith asks: ‘What do
JB Hickok, JG Bennett, A Jolson, JF Keaton, and
C de Gaulle have in common?’

This is me asking you a question for a change.
April 2015 English Bridge
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And the answer is: they all died playing cards.
James Butler ‘Wild Bill’ Hickok (1837-1876), was
playing poker in Deadwood (in what is now South
Dakota), on 2 August 1876. Contrary to his normal
practice, he sat with his back to the door. He was
shot in the back by Jack ‘Crooked Nose’ McCall.
Hickok held two pairs, aces and eights, since known
to poker players as Dead Man’s Hand.
John G Bennett (1893-1929), went off in a 4´
contract and was shot (twice) by his wife, Myrtle.
This was in America, of course; such behaviour is
strictly forbidden in England by the EBU’s Best
Behaviour at Bridge charter. Amazingly, after an
eleven-day trial, Myrtle was acquitted of murder.
The story that it was ruled as culpable homicide
because he misplayed the hand is not true. Myrtle
died in 1992 at the age of 96. She never remarried;
now there’s a surprise.
Al Jolson (1886-1950), born Asa Yoelson, died
playing gin rummy.
Joseph Frank ‘Buster’ Keaton (1895-1966) died
shortly after playing poker (OK, you can have him
as the odd one out because he wasn’t actually
playing cards when he died).
General Charles de Gaulle (1890-1970) died at his
home in Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises, playing
patience.

GUY H of Putney tells me that my article ‘20
Things that Annoy a Tournament Director’ did
not include his favourite: ‘If you are playing,
say, 4-board rounds,’ writes Guy, ‘play the boards
out of order. When the TD strolls around towards the end of the allocated time and sees
that the number of the board you are playing is
not divisible by four, he will become agitated.’

SCHAPIRO SPRING FOURSOMES
1 – 5 May 2015, Stratford upon Avon
This double-elimination event is one of the best in
the EBU calendar and deservedly attracts many of
the world’s best players. Due to the
generous sponsorship arrangement in Green
place, prizes are approximately twice points
the normal EBU value.

EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

16 English Bridge April 2015

I think you misunderstood the purpose of my
article, Guy. I was trying to point out ways players
could improve their behaviour, and thus not annoy
hard working TDs.

ELENA J of Aylesbury asks if I have a short joke
to extend the article to the end of the column.

Yes. My opponent was showing me her hand, but
unfortunately she hadn’t finished sorting it. In other
sports this is called peaking too soon.
r
www.ebu.co.uk

New Prize Leads Quiz
OPENING leads are often subjective and virtually any
opening lead can be successful some of the time.
However, bridge is in many ways a game of
percentages and therefore certain leads will gain more
often than others. In each issue you will be given three
hands and the bidding on each, and you are asked to
choose your opening leads from those proposed by
our Quizmaster. Answers will be in the next issue. In
each problem you are on lead as West.

THIS MONTH’S QUIZ
Hand 1
´ K 10 9 5 2
™ K7
t 983
® A52

West

North

East

South

4™
All Pass

makers of playing cards since 1824

www.piatnikcardgames.co.uk
( 020 8661 8866

Choose from: (a) ´5; (b) ™K/™7; (c) a diamond; (d) ®A.

HHHHH
Hand 2
´ J8532
™ 86
t J532
® 65

This attractive twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards
(‘A Map of London’) is the prize on offer this
month. For information on the new Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk

West

South

3™

6t

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´3; (b) ™8; (c) t2; (d) ®6.

HHHHH
Hand 3
´ A J 10
™ 84
t 10 8 3
® 97642

Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz,
23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR,
or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk
by 20th April 2015.
Please make sure you include your full postal
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail!
1

www.ebu.co.uk

East

All Pass

There are TWO categories in our competition: up
to and including Master, and those with higher
ranking. Please indicate on the top left-hand corner
of the envelope, or in the e-mail subject line, the
category for which you are entering. The first
correct entry in each category out of a hat will win
the prize. The Editor’s decision is final.

ANSWERS TO FEBRUARY QUIZ: PAGE 40

North

West

North

East

Pass
Pass

2®2
3NT

Pass
All Pass

South
1NT1
2t3

12-14; 2 Stayman; 3 No major,

Choose from: (a) ´J; (b) ™8; (c) a diamond; (d) a
r
club.
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Traps for the Unwary
The Dreaded 4-4-4-1 (Part I) by Michael Byrne
AS a bridge teacher, I find some topics a delight to
teach (much like some pupils) whereas some fill my
heart with dread (much like some pupils). Hands
that are 4-4-4-1 are notoriously difficult to cope
with as opener, if only because partner always
responds in your singleton and the hand turns out
to be a misfit. Let’s start with some of the simpler
guidelines for 4-4-4-1 hands, since there are four
different types of singleton you can have.

Red Singleton: Open 1®
When your singleton is in a red suit, this means you
have four clubs and four spades, and if you open 1®
and partner responds in the suit where you are short,
you can rebid 1´. The downside, of course, is that
1® – 1™ – 1´ or 1® – 1t – 1´ does imply 5-4 in
clubs and spades; unfortunately, this can’t be helped.
Note that when you are 4-1-4-4 (with a singleton

REALLY EASY
WEEKEND

26 – 28 June 2015
Days Hotel Marsham Court,
Bournemouth ( 01202 446644
A ‘house party’ with the emphasis firmly on
play, designed for more experienced novice
players of up to approximately five years
experience. Strictly limited to 36 people.
Bridge fee: £50 payable to EBU.
A bespoke package has been arranged at the
hotel. This includes two nights dinner and
b&b with sandwich lunch on Sunday.
£133 pp sharing (£163 single occupancy).
Book directly with Days Hotel.

EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or email comps@ebu.co.uk
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link

heart) you have the option of opening 1t and
rebidding 1´. If you fancy doing this (perhaps
because the clubs are very poor), that is perfectly
acceptable as well. The only downside is that it can
sometimes lead to a big club fit being missed:

´
™
t
®

K875
6
AQJ8
K763

W

E

´
™
t
®

A2
J873
7
Q98542

If the auction starts 1t – 1™ – 1´ it is rather
difficult to get to a contract of 5®!
By contrast if we give responder a long diamond
suit :

´
™
t
®
Blue
points

click

K875
6
AQJ8
K763

W

E

´
™
t
®

A2
J873
K76532
2

Now the auction will start 1® – 1t and the opener’s
support will come to light, enabling game to be bid.
The reason why red singletons are easier to cope
with is that when you have four spades (the boss
suit) you can always rebid at the one level and keep
control of the auction.

Singleton Spade
Hands that are 1-4-4-4 and 4-4-4-1 are by nature
much trickier. We need to separate them since they
are completely different to each other in terms of
what you open and what you rebid.
The 1-4-4-4 is the hardest sort of hand to cope
with and you simply have to find the ‘lesser of two
evils’ to sort it out.
First, let me start with a tale of woe from personal
experience:
www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

6
AJ87
AQ54
K876

W

E

´
™
t
®

J9732
K954
J3
Q2

I was West and opened 1t (recommended, as
shown below) and my partner responded 1´. I
rebid 2® and partner gave preference to 2t which I
passed. Not only had we missed a 4-4 heart fit, I also
went down in 2t! As much as I would have liked to
blame partner I was playing with England’s number
one ranked player, who accepted the bad board with
a stoic raise of the eyebrows.
How should the bidding have gone? It is easy to
say that I should have opened 1™ and then we’d
have found the 4-4 heart fit (in two bids, in fact) but
that doesn’t solve the problem – it just creates new
ones, as there are many hands on which partner
may give preference to 2™ on a doubleton after the
sequence 1™ – 1´ – 2®.
On balance, our auction was fair but unlucky, and
going down in the wrong part-score is unfortunate,
but not as costly as when game is involved. (The
story ended happily as it was teams bridge and at
the other table they did find the heart fit, but bid too
high and went down as well.)
My advice when holding a small singleton spade
is to open 1t and rebid 2®. This does show 5-4 in
the minors, but at least partner will strain (as always
when minor suits are involved) to get to no-trumps
or a major suit, and you won’t end up in that many
4-2 fits.
You’ll notice I have said a ‘small singleton’; what
difference does it make if your singleton is a high
card?
One option (and this isn’t everyone’s cup of tea)
is to open 1NT when you hold a singleton spade
honour, the idea being that a singleton king is as
good as the two small cards you might have held
otherwise.

Hand 1
´K
™AJ87
tQJ64
®Q432

Hand 2
´A
™ Q 10 8 7
tKJ32
®QJ87

Hand 3
´ Q
™ QJ95
t KQ86
® K 10 8 4

opening 1NT. (Note that if you and partner agree to
this, then you need to announce ‘12-14, may
contain a singleton honour’, so that the opponents
do not bite your head off when the spade situation
comes to light.)
It must be said that this will work well some of the
time, break even some of the time, and work badly
a small proportion of the time (for example, when
partner transfers to J-9-7-3-2 in spades). Like all
bridge decisions, we are interested in what will work
most of the time, and accept the bad results with
good grace.
What about if your point count is out of range for
your 1NT opening? Then it is actually easier, for a
rebid of no-trumps (whether it be 1NT or 2NT) is
often made on semi-balanced hands that are slightly
off-shape for a traditional no-trump bid. In any of
the example hands above, if you add a queen to each
of them then you can open 1t or 1™ and rebid 1NT
quite peacefully.
In the next issue I will look at what to do with a
singleton club and also at what to do with stronger
hands, but for now let’s review the dos and don’ts of
4-4-4-1 hands:

Do:
Carefully plan your rebid when you have a
4-4-4-1 hand, as opening the wrong suit
often ruins the whole auction with no
chance of recovery.

•

•

Open 1® with a red singleton, unless you
are 4-1-4-4 and the diamonds are so strong
you feel you must start with them.

•

Consider opening 1NT when you are in
range and you have a singleton spade
honour as ‘the least of evils’.

Don’t:
Be surprised when partner responds in
your singleton: it is the most likely bid he
can make and you should anticipate and
prepare for it.

•

•

Launch any new ideas on partner without
discussing them first; it’s no use saying: ‘I
read it in the EBU magazine’ without
making sure partner is on the same waver
length (and has read this article!).

All of these hands, (while not ideal) are best off
www.ebu.co.uk

April 2015 English Bridge

19

Camrose Report

Last Match Drama
THE first weekend of the 2015 Camrose took place
at Edinburgh’s Holiday Inn. The England team was
Paul Barden – Jonathan Mestel, Sally Brock – Barry
Myers, Heather Dhondy – Brian Callaghan.
England lost their first match 55-64 to Wales.
Brock made an instructive play on this board
against Northern Ireland:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer West.
´ 96
™Q96
t K Q 10 6 5
®753
AQ42
´ K73
N
AJ754
™ K 10 3
W
E
S
983
tA42
2
®KQJ4
´ J 10 8 5
™82
tJ7
® A 10 9 8 6

West
Brock
1™
2™
3´

North
Hamilton
Pass
Pass
Pass

East
Myers
2®
2´
4™

South
Ferguson
Pass
Pass
All Pass

Myers bid a third-suit forcing 2´, an artificial gameforce that said nothing about the spade suit. His
subsequent 4™ implied that he had some values to
spare, since he had not bid 4™ on the previous
round. How would you play the heart game when
North leads the tK?
You are in danger of losing two diamonds, one club
and one trump. Hoping to cut communication
between the two defenders, Brock made the excellent
play of ducking the first trick. She won the next
round of diamonds and led the ®K from dummy.
South won with the ace but, thanks to declarer’s
hold-up, had no diamond to play. Brock discarded
20 English Bridge April 2015
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her diamond loser on the club return, played the king
and ace of trumps and gave up a trump, scoring ten
tricks. This was the auction at the other table:
West
Currie
1™
3®
6™

North
Mestel
Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
Cole
2NT
4t

South
Barden
Pass
Pass

East bid a Jacoby 2NT to show at least a sound raise
to game in hearts. I cannot recommend strongly
enough that you should not use such a response
with only 3-card trump support (even if you play 5card majors). West’s 3® showed a shortage in the
suit. What can possibly justify West’s leap to 6™ over
4t, when holding only 11 points? West must have
thought his partner was showing a diamond void, in
which case his own three low diamonds represented
a fabulous fit. The slam went two down for an 11IMP swing and England won by 86-45.
A narrow 94-85 win against Scotland was followed
by a 94-33 drubbing of Northern Ireland’s second
team, the NIBU. Wales, Ireland and England were
close together at the top of the leaderboard when
England faced Ireland in the final match of the
weekend. Both Easts made a psychic bid on this deal:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ J92
™874
tQ52
®KJ72
10 6 3
´ 87
N
A K 10 6 2
™QJ93
W
E
43
t J 10 8 7
S
654
®983
´ AKQ54
™5
tAK96
® A Q 10

www.ebu.co.uk

West
McGann
Pass
2™
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
Myers
Pass
Pass
Pass
4®
5´

East
Hanlon
Pass
2´ (!)
3™
Pass
Pass

South
Brock
2®
Dble
Pass
4´
6´

Once again Wales had punched above their weight in
the Camrose. Well done to them. As last year, the
England team were some way off the lead and would
have to rely on the Allfrey team to come to the rescue
on the second weekend (as they did so effectively in
2014). Would the same story be repeated? We would
have to wait two months to find out!
HHHHHH

Tom Hanlon made a psychic bid of 2´. This was
smoked out by Brock’s double. When she subsequently bid 4´, Myers could see that his minor-suit
honours might be priceless. His excellent raise to
5´ was converted to 6´ by Brock. Well bid! There
was nothing to the play.
The action was spectacular at the other table too:
West
Dhondy
Pass
1™
Pass
All Pass

North
Garvey
Pass
Pass
1NT

East
South
Callaghan Carroll
1® (!)
Dble
Pass
Dble
Pass
3NT

Almost certain that his opponents would have at
least a game contract available, Callaghan psyched
1® in the third seat. John Carroll doubled and,
when West’s 1™ ran back to him, doubled again.
North’s 1NT showed a club stopper now, but not
necessarily a heart stopper (it was reasonable to
place South with something in hearts after his takeout double of clubs). Carroll’s 3NT looks like a big
mistake to me. Could he not bid 4´? Perhaps, also,
Tom Garvey could have bid 1NT one round before
he actually did. This would have shown around 7-9
points and exposed the situation. Anyway, the
defenders led hearts and 3NT went one down for a
swing of 17 IMPs to England.
This was one bright spark in an otherwise gloomy
match for England, which Ireland won by 108-60
IMPs. I was very impressed by what I saw of Barden
and Mestel, who were solid and reliable throughout.
It was no surprise to find them in first place in the
cross-IMP table for the whole field, with a fine
+0.66 IMPs per board.
The first weekend ended with this scoreboard:
1. Wales
71.67
2. Ireland
71.33
3. England
57.71
4. Scotland
41.23
5. N. Ireland
35.93
6. NIBU
22.13
www.ebu.co.uk

The second weekend was contested at the La Mon
Hotel and Country Club in Belfast. The two leading
teams faced each other on Friday night and the
result was a sensation. Wales defeated a star-packed
Ireland team by 113-47 IMPs, giving them 18.83
VPs out of 20. Not to be outdone, England (Alexander Allfrey – Andrew Robson, David Bakhshi –
Andrew ‘Tosh’ McIntosh, Tony Forrester – David
Gold) hammered Scotland 99-33, collecting the
same 18.83 VPs out of 20.
In an eerie echo of the deal we have just seen from
the first week-end, Tony Forrester psyched 1® on
Board 9, sitting in the third seat with:
´ 10 5 4 ™ J 8 t 9 6 2 ® Q 10 8 7 5.
Matheson and Sime then misbid to 3NT, going
down on a club lead when twelve tricks were

available in 4™. 13 IMPs to England.

SPRING BANK
HOLIDAY CONGRESS
23 – 25 May 2015
NEW
VENUE

Holiday Inn Hotel,
Stratford-upon-Avon

The Swiss Pairs is now a one- Green
day event on the Sunday. points
The Championship Pairs is a
four-session event with a two-session
qualifying round on the Saturday, leading to
a pair of two-session 'all play-all' finals on
Sunday. The Swiss Teams event on Monday is
stratified and suits a whole range of players
from Local Master to Premier Grand Master.
Blue
points

New since 2014: Really Easy Afternoon –
Saturday 23rd May, at 2pm
A relaxed duplicate pairs event
for those with less experience.

EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk/members
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 Great play by England at both tables led to a big
swing on this 3NT deal from the second half of the
match against Scotland:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer East.
´ A5432
™ 10 5 4 2
t 10 5
®J3
KQ
´ J 10 8
N
76
™KJ93
W
E
AJ632
tKQ97
S
Q642
®A9
´ 976
™AQ8
t84
® K 10 8 7 5

West
Forrester

North
Stephens

1t
1´
3NT

Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
Gold
1®
1™
1NT

South
Morgan
Pass
Pass
Pass

How would you play 3NT when South leads the ®7?
If this was a fourth-best card, South would hold
either ®K-10-8-7(-x-x) or ®J-10-8-7(-x-x). With
the latter holding he might well have led the ®J.
Gold duly rose with dummy’s ®Q, which won. It
was then a simple matter to knock out the ´A,
scoring two spades, five diamonds and two clubs.
You may be thinking: what’s so special about that?
Indeed, but at the other five tables only one declarer
(John Ferguson of Northern Ireland) found the
winning play of rising with the ®Q. Despite this,
3NT was allowed to make five times out of six,
which brings us to the action at the second table of
the England-Scotland match:
West
Sime

North
Bakhshi

3NT

All Pass

East
South
Matheson McIntosh
1NT
Pass

‘Tosh’ McIntosh (who you may be surprised to hear
was not representing Scotland) led the ®7 and John
Matheson played low from dummy, winning
North’s jack with the ace. When he led a spade to the
king, David Bakhshi found the fine defence of
22 English Bridge April 2015

holding up the ace. If declarer had continued with
the ´Q, Bakhshi would have ducked again. It would
then have been impossible for declarer to enjoy a
trick with the ®Q, since the defenders could claim
three spade tricks.
Sensing this, Matheson turned to the heart suit.
His ™J lost to South’s ™Q and Tosh persisted with
the ®10. Whether or not declarer wins with the ®Q,
he cannot make the contract. When he chose to win
the third round of clubs and play dummy’s
remaining spade honour, Bakhshi won with the ´A
and returned the ™2. Declarer rose with the ™K, his
only chance now, and that was three down for a loss
of 14 IMPs.
With one of the five matches completed, England
were already in second place, still around 14 VPs
behind Wales. In the second match Wales won easily
against Northern Ireland, picking up another 18.97
VPs, while England lost narrowly to Ireland, scoring
8.93 VPs. Wales then held a lead of some 26 VPs with
three matches to play. The Camrose was surely theirs.
England beat Wales by 17.01-2.99, leaving them
still in the lead by 12 VPs from both England and
Ireland. The three top teams were due to play
opposition from the lower half of the table on
Sunday. Unless Wales cracked, it would be hard
work to close this deficit.
Wales won their penultimate match 18.90-1.10
against the Northern Ireland second team (NIBU,
making the numbers up to six) and led by around
11 VPs with one match left. With Scotland to face,
they were massive favourites to win the Camrose for
only the second time in eighty years.
Wales took an early lead against Scotland, but
then events took a turn. Most Bridge Base Online
kibitzers were watching England face NIBU, but
news filtered through that Scotland had taken the
lead against Wales while Ireland was building a big
lead against Northern Ireland. In a heart-breaking
end to the event, Wales could only score 4.12 VPs in
their final match. Ireland won 18.05-1.95 to claim
victory. The England team were clear winners of the
second weekend but this was not enough to recover
the deficit from the first.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Weekend 1 Weekend 2 Total
Ireland
71.33
65.91
137.24
Wales
71.67
63.81
135.48
England
57.71
74.43
132.14
Scotland
41.23
44.51
85.74
N. Ireland
35.93
33.91
69.84
NIBU
22.13
16.43
38.56

r
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Review

Pianola Plus
PIANOLA is a bridge club management system
which is growing in popularity and I was given a
sneak preview of a few of the new Pianola Plus
features. Aimed at the players, rather than the
administrators, and priced at £3 per month, Pianola
Plus offers a wealth of new information, statistics
and graphics which augment the standard Pianola
interface. There are countless little user interface
improvements: attractive graphs showing your
progress through the year, colour-coded score-cards
so you can see your best and worst results at a glance,
better support for phones and tablets – but the two
killer features are undoubtedly the double-dummy
hand player and the bidding and play analysis.

Paper hand records have contained doubledummy analysis for a number of years – those little
number grids which tell you how many tricks the
computer would make if it could see all four hands.
Pianola takes this to another level by introducing a
graphical interface similar to Deep Finesse, letting
you play through the hand to see how many tricks
each card will yield. No longer do we have to ask
ourselves: how on earth can you make twelve tricks
on board 4? You simply fire up the player and step
through the cards to reach the compound squeeze
end position you inexplicably missed. It’s fast, feels
natural and, if the scorer has sent the results in
promptly, you can do all this in the pub afterwards.
But Pianola does a lot more with this. Since it
www.ebu.co.uk
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knows which contracts are makeable doubledummy, it can tell you when you’re overbidding,
underbidding and how your card play stacks up
against the theoretical maximum. In this way, you
can attempt to answer typical post-session
questions such as: ‘Why did we only score 9% on
board 8?’ It’s because you made three tricks fewer
than double-dummy and you bid too high. ‘We
defended board 4 well, so why did we score below
average?’ You did defend well, but you could have
sacrificed profitably. It’s not perfect and can’t
account for gifts or stupid plays by the rest of the
field – sometimes it will tell you that you bid
‘correctly’ and you made the right number of tricks
but yet you got a bad score – but I expect this sort of
analysis will only get better.
Pianola can be a strict mistress and is the worst
kind of team-mate, highlighting every deviation
from mathematical perfection. It tells you off for
not doubling the opponents whenever they go
down. It tells you off for not sacrificing into your
4-3 fit. In one case we were admonished for bidding
1´ over 1® and scoring -50, on the grounds that if
we had been doubled our -100 would not have done
well. In another we got a top for making eleven
tricks in 2NT when only eight were available and
were promptly marked down because 3NT could
have been made if only we had right-sided the
contract. And when you go off in a small slam which
you should have made, you really don’t want to be
told by a soulless machine that you should have
been in the grand. But it’s all part of the fun.
How useful it all is is difficult to say. I asked
James Ward, the founder of Pianola, who replied:
‘Our goal with these stats is to help players
(especially beginner and improver-level players) to
identify trends in their play and areas that they
need to work on.’ I agree. The patterns are there for
you to find and if you know what you’re looking
for it should be a valuable tool. But even if it’s only
a curiosity, it’s a fascinating one and if you have
any kind of statistical interest in your bridge game,
and your club uses Pianola, I highly recommend
giving this a try.
r
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Your Questions Answered
Misunderstandings
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link

What Should East Do?
DAVID THRUSH writes: Playing with an occasional partner we had problems on this board:
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

KJ6
3
A J 10 2
KJ632

9543
10 9 5 4
73
A94
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Q 10 8 2
AJ6
Q954
Q 10

A7
KQ872
K86
875

Prior to the event, partner had insisted on
playing Wenble (modified Ghestem) for twosuited overcalls. At the table, at Love All, South
opened 1NT, stated to be 11-14 HCP. Partner
(West) bid 2NT after a little thought. Automatically I alerted (I was used to playing UNT)
but after some thought and before the opponents had bid, I changed my mind and asked
for the alert to be rescinded.
If partner’s bid was a two suiter, a Wenble bid
would imply two suits of the same rank. I
couldn’t tell whether they would be major or
minor suits. Alternatively he may have a notrump hand he would like to show over an 11pointed opener, but below the 15 points he
would need for a double. After some thought, I
bid 3NT, thinking partner would either clarify
his holding or pass with a genuine no-trump
holding. He passed, opponents called the
director and after a retelling of the facts, I was
asked to leave the table while my partner was
quizzed on what was meant by the 2NT
overcall. Partner said that it meant both
minors. Opponents took four hearts and two
aces – the best results for E/W being 4´ or 5t.
Partner couldn’t bid 2® or 2t as these would
be Astro bids.
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This bidding problem is typical of those that come
up often at the table but are rarely covered in books:
what do you do when you don’t know what partner’s
bid means? Your partner gets the initial blame
because he broke one of my fundamental rules of
partnership bridge: don’t make a bid that will
confuse partner. Admittedly, it is the easiest one to
break as it’s not always easy to tell what poor partner
will understand and what he won’t.
If I had been faced with this 2NT overcall at the
table, this is what I would have thought:

•
•
•
•

This can’t be a strong balanced hand, because
partner would double for penalties (if we were
not playing double as penalties, then this would
have been a much more likely meaning).
This can’t be a Wenble bid, because that only
applies over a one-level suit opening. You need
to know what suit opener has in order to play
these two-suited overcalls, otherwise there is
ambiguity.
Partner can’t have a two-suited hand including
one or both majors, because he would have
overcalled with an Astro 2® or 2t.
Partner can’t have a weaker balanced hand,
because that is an automatic pass over a 1NT
opening.

That would leave me with two possibilities. The
original Acol meaning for a 2NT overcall of 1NT
was to show a game forcing, very distributional,
two-suited hand which couldn’t risk a double or
overcall that might end the auction. This is the only
meaning given in my (elderly) copies of All About
Acol and Acol in Competition. The other hand
partner might have is both minors. We’ve agreed
not to play the unusual no-trump, but perhaps this
doesn’t apply against a 1NT opening.
Luckily I’ve got a call that caters for both: 3t.
When you don’t know what partner is doing, try
and find an action that caters for all the options.
www.ebu.co.uk

If partner passes, he’s got a competitive hand with
both minors and if he bids again, he’s got a strong
two-suiter. East’s 3NT bid sounds too final as partner will pass it on anything except the really distributional strong hand. I realise that on this deal
bidding 3t won’t get me to any of the games that
happen to be making for E/W. However, it will
ensure a plus score, which is the principle objective
in a competitive auction at match-points.

What Should West Have Done?
What should West bid over 1NT? Most defences to
a 1NT opening are dedicated to finding a major-suit
fit and Astro is no exception. Even if you had agreed
to play 2NT as showing both minors, it is normal to
expect 5-5 or better in the two suits. While it is
usually right to bid over a 1NT opening, Love All, at
pairs, there is much less upside when you are short
in the majors because you might be nudging the
opponents out of 1NT into a better 2™ or 2´
contract. So unless you happened to be playing
Cansino (2® showing clubs and two other suits) or
fancied a seriously warped 2t Astro bid showing
‘spades and another’ the West hand is a pass of 1NT.
When 1NT is passed round to East, the balanced 11count is a much clearer pass.
However, looking at all four hands, passing out
1NT is unlikely to be such a bad score. If West leads
his five-card club suit, declarer will eventually win
the ace of clubs and play a heart. With no reason to
take a first round finesse against the jack, declarer is
likely to make no more than two aces and one top
heart honour, for four off or +200. That beats many

E/W part-scores and equals a spade partial making
eleven tricks, so I’d expect a reasonable result for
taking all my tricks. There’s no real reason why E/W
should reach game even if the auction starts 1™ –
Dble – 2™ as East does not have a hand worth
driving to game and West only has three spades.
A tangential point to the main issues raised by Mr
Thrush’s letter is his partner’s response to the
tournament director. It’s correct to call him, and
correct to send East away from the table, but West
must only say what the partnership have agreed, not
what he means by the bid. I’m sure he was just
trying to be helpful, but the correct answer would
have been: ‘We agreed to play Wenble over a onelevel suit opening, but we did not discuss what a
2NT bid over a 1NT opening would mean. My partner is as much in the dark as you are; I hope he can
guess what I’ve got.’ The more experienced you are
as a partnership, the more your partner is likely to
guess right, and the more information you should
give about your other agreements and other similar
auctions but if you really haven’t agreed any particular meaning for the bid then you should say so.

The Two Morals of This Story
1. Don’t make a bid that partner won’t understand. You are trying to obtain the best result
possible (with your methods), not the best
possible result.
2. When partner makes a bid that you don’t
understand, think logically through the
options and try and find a call that caters for as
r
many of them as possible.

STUDENT BRIDGE PLAYERS PUT BRAINS BEFORE STOMACHS
IF there is one thing students love more than
‘food’, it’s ‘free food’. So members of Surrey CBA
thought efforts to recruit bridge players would be
doomed when, at the University of Surrey ‘Fresher’s
Fayre’, they were positioned next to a stall offering
chances to win meals at Nando's restaurants.
But the lure of spicy chicken wasn’t enough to
stop sufficient student players signing up, and as a
result a new bridge club has been established at
the university.
The new club’s first session took place on 11th
December (without any peri peri sauce in sight),
and this shows that the appetite for bridge is still strong amongst student players. For more information
see http://tinyurl.com/kpjslab
(Peter Stockdale, with thanks to Surrey CBA’s Mac Derwig)

www.ebu.co.uk
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EBED NEWS
School Bridge Rewards

click
link

Sarah O’Connor is a teacher at St Paul’s Girls’ School, London; she was a successful junior player and is now
the U15s squad leader (see page 38). She is also a member of the EBU team for the 2015 Lady Milne Trophy.
WHEN first considering this article I asked my
pupils what they like about bridge. Every one of
them said that they loved the logical aspect of the
game and, as a teacher, I can immediately see how
useful it is for students to learn to think analytically
and to articulate this analysis when discussing
hands. The girls enjoy the fact that bridge becomes
more and more complex as they learn more but that
they can see the progress that they are making: they
always feel that there is a new challenge but that the
challenge can be met.
Playing bridge encourages students to think
logically and gives them confidence that they can sit
down and solve a difficult problem. They learn to
focus on one task for an extended period of time
and to remember cards that have been played, a skill
that seems like magic when they first start to learn
the rules of the game. Developing a skill that
initially seemed so impressive further builds
confidence and shows students that they are capable

of more than they previously thought. Further, the
complex nature of the game teaches them that it is
not always possible to be completely right and that
there can often be more than one potential solution
to a problem. I have seen my pupils’ confidence
grow and watched them become far more willing to
have a go at challenging tasks or to venture an
educated guess in class when they don’t know an
answer.
The other thing that pupils commonly men tioned is the social aspect of the game. Bridge is a
hobby that young people can share with parents or
grandparents but also a competitive game that they
can beat their siblings at! My students have learnt to
socialise with people in different year groups and
from other schools and, when they start to play in
clubs, they will learn to talk to adults, developing
social skills and enjoying spending time with people
they would not otherwise talk to. The bridge club
also provides a welcoming environment for
students who find it harder
to settle in socially.
Through playing bridge
students don’t ‘just’ learn a
fun and sociable pastime.
They also develop invaluable skills that benefit them
away from the table, and
make friends that they
would never otherwise have
met. I could not possibly
overstate how much I have
gained in terms of life
skills, unique experiences
and happy memories from
learning bridge at school
and it brings me a deep
2015 EBED Schools Cup winners: Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys School ‘A’: l-r, sense of satisfaction to see
Jack Ronayne, Dylan Dissanayake, Jonathan Clark, Kripa Panchagnula.
my own students starting
In the final they beat, by 23 IMPs, Queen Elizabeth Grammar School –
to experience the very same
r
Horncastle: Aaron Hutton, David Dichmont, Anna Hutton, James Burman. benefits.
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EBED NEWS
Thank You, Laurie!

click
link

Laurie Champniss recently generously gave the South Bucks Bridge Centre to English Bridge Education & Development.
Simon Barb, EBED Manager, met Laurie to express EBED’s gratitude and talk about the donation.
WHAT are your earliest bridge memories?
My mother played bridge every Tuesday afternoon
with seven friends for forty years, but she never
taught me! Amy Dale, a lovely lady, taught four of us
how to play bridge at the Harrow Bridge Club in
1969. She sat the four of us down on the steps, gave
us four lessons and sent us into the duplicate. We
didn’t know how bad we were, but we just got on
and played. Later, we came back for more lessons!
So what does bridge mean to you?
Even though I was never as good a bridge player as
I was a cricketer, and always better with a googly
than with Gerber, bridge has given me great pleasure.
Playing in a duplicate is a wonderful way of spending three hours; the time passes quickly and I find it
easy to switch off from the other challenges in life.

really needed to get someone else involved.
Why did you decide to give the club to EBED?
The word ‘charity’ had a powerful appeal for me. I
had considered making the club into a charity but
this seemed neater and I liked that EBED’s mission
is to make bridge more popular. I feel sure that
EBED will be around for the next twenty years, and
that will allow the club to continue, even if things
change round it.
What are the tax benefits in giving to a charity?
Companies that make donations to a charity receive
a reduction in corporation tax and South Bucks
Bridge Centre Ltd will be able to donate any surpluses to EBED. Also, donations by will attract a
reduction in Inheritance Tax if more than 10% of
the estate is given to charity.

SBBC is a huge success; how did that come about
EBED would be delighted to receive donations of
and why did you decide to part with it?
I wouldn’t say I was the best person to run a any size and kind. For information on how you can
bridge club, but I got on and did it. I think that one donate, please see www.ebedcio.org.uk/donate r
of the important decisions I made
was to make it a ‘pay-as-youplay’ centre with no subscription,
and that is why we have over
1500 bridge players who have
been to South Bucks. A visit to
Australia showed me the huge
opportunity for playing bridge
during the daytime, and social
daytime play is a big part of this
club. Now everyone is doing it,
but that was not always the case.
Having started the centre and
kept it going for twenty years, I
thought to myself: ‘How do I
keep this thing alive which gives
Laurie Champniss (second left, back row) on a 1973 MCC cricket tour
pleasure to such a lot of people?’
Eventually I realised that I am
to East Africa with Bob Barber (first left, seated), and Tom Cartwright,
not as young as I was, and that I
Peter Parfitt and team captain Mike Brearley (right to left, front row).
www.ebu.co.uk
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Advanced Defence

Smith Peters (Part II)
FIRST, a brief reminder how the scheme works: a
defender will make an opening lead vs a no-trump
contract. Now when declarer wins the first trick and
then plays a new suit, both defenders have an opportunity to signal in this second suit as to whether they
liked the initial suit led quite a lot or if they didn’t.
If either defender plays ‘high then low’ when the
next suit is played by declarer at trick two, this is a
Smith Peter signifying that they were quite happy
with the initial suit led by the defence.
If either defender plays ‘low then high’, then this
should be out of choice and signify not a great liking
for the initial suit led (i.e. nothing over and above
what partner might expect).
One of the key elements to introducing Smith
Peters is for both members of the partnership to
remember to signal and to interpret what partner
has played. I strongly recommend that it is more
productive for aspiring partnerships to discuss the
cards played and their associated meanings rather
than just endlessly only post-morteming the bidding – something I observe far too often.

click

by Neil Rosen

link

cards rather than leading fourth highest of your
longest and strongest suit as was traditional. When
Geoff Smith devised Smith Peters back in the 1960s,
everybody practically always led fourth highest
ahead of safe, passive leads. The introduction of
Smith Peters has seen a remarkable improvement in
partnership communication as defence develops.

Example 2
Here is a layout on a similar theme to last issue’s
example deal:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

Q J 10 9
97
A62
J943

A2
A 10 8 5 2
543
876

N
W

Example 1
Defending 3NT, you lead the ™5, to the ™J and
declarer’s ™K. At trick two declarer plays the ´K.
You duck and win the next spade. What now?
Do you play for Layout A?

A common layout is as follows:
96
N

7

W

E
S

Q J 10 2
Layout A

If West leads the seven of this suit vs no-trumps and
your ten is taken by declarer’s ace or king, you know
that partner did not lead fourth highest. Using standard leads, he will have led second highest from
something like 8-7-3, 8-7-4-3 or even 8-7-5-4-3. So,
if you know that he has found a great lead (while
partner might not), you should Smith Peter on the
first suit led by declarer to share the news.
This example demonstrates changing times and
trends. Nowadays it is common to lead passively vs
no-trump contracts (particularly round to the
strong hand), i.e. to lead from three or four small
28 English Bridge April 2015

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

A2
A 10 8 5 2
543
876

Q J 10 9
97
A62
J943
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

8654
QJ6
10 8 7
K 10 5

K73
K43
KQJ9
AQ2

www.ebu.co.uk

On this layout you must continue hearts to defeat
the contract. However, if the cards are as in B:

Layout B

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

A2
A 10 8 5 2
543
876

Q J 10 9
97
A62
J943
´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

8654
J63
J7
A 10 5 2

K73
KQ4
K Q 10 9 8
KQ

It is now imperative not to continue hearts. You
need to switch (to a club here) to put partner in, to
play a heart through South’s remaining honour.
Without Smith Peters, whether to play for Layout
A or B is a total coin-flip! However, using Smith
Peters the order of the spades that partner (East)
plays at tricks two and three should guide you to
finding the correct defence. If East plays high/low,
then you should play for Layout A and continue
hearts. If East play low/high, then find a switch,
playing for something like Layout B.
I am not saying that you will be able to defeat all
contracts (that would be impossible), but I do
maintain that the proportion of contracts which
could be, and indeed are, defeated will increase as
you start to solve these sticky problems.

You lead a low heart (the 6 – your 4th highest
probably), declarer plays the King from dummy,
partner plays the 8, declarer the 3. Declarer plays on
diamonds. You win the second round and do . . .
what?
Do you:
a)
b)
c)

At the table the full layout was:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

Sometimes Smith Peters are the only way to solve
certain defence problems. On occasion they simply
give extra clarity, while good, solid defensive agreements may be able to solve them too. Consider:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

QJ75
AJ964
A9
10 6

www.ebu.co.uk

K6
K7
KQJ853
854
N
W

QJ75
AJ964
A9
10 6

K6
K7
KQJ853
854
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

9842
10 8 5 2
10 4
KJ7

A 10 3
Q3
762
AQ932

Clearly it was vital to lay down the heart ace.
Two points for discussion arise here:
a)
b)

Example 3

Play the heart ace?
Play a low heart?
Switch to a different suit, hoping for a heart
through?

What does partner’s card mean at trick one?
Attitude or count?
If using Smith Peters, can you undo your
first attitude (or count, whichever you
choose) signal at trick one? That is, can you
first discourage and then later encourage via
Smith Peters?

The answers are more complex than at first glance.
Clearly whether to play attitude or count when
dummy plays the king is a matter for partnership
agreement.
I suggest that you should normally play attitude at
trick one (usually for the queen, i.e. the honour
below the one visible in dummy). Thus on the deal
of Example 3, as East I personally would discourage
at trick one (I don’t hold the queen) but would then
Smith Peter to say I like the suit in the context of
what has happened thus far. This gives partner a
chance to solve this tricky problem. If you agree to 
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 play count at trick one, partner still has to guess
whether you have two or four cards without Smith
Peters to aid him.

CAPTION
COMPETITION

When Not to Use Smith Peters
The main situation when Smith Peters must not be
used is when dummy has a good suit but no side
entry, something like:
Then if declarer plays on this suit
in no-trumps, count must take
precedence over Smith Peters to
know how long to hold up the
ace.
My rule is that the player with
the ace can still give a Smith Peter but his partner
must– repeat, must – give a true count signal – not a
Smith Peter!
The other point to consider under this heading is
a general one: bear in mind that you must not waste
high cards. Smith Peters are great in theory, but
don’t make a habit of liberally playing high/low in
suits with cards you cannot afford. Those nines and
tens (not to mention honour cards) are far too vital
to be squandered signalling.
´
™
t
®

632
764
97
KQJ54

Conclusion
Generally Smith Peters are fairly mundane. In only
about one hand in five do they actually make a
material difference. However, like so many things in
bridge, getting used to having good techniques will
give you a distinct long-term edge. They have to be
accepted by both members of a partnership. I
recommend once again regular discussions/postmortems discussing whether a defensive card was
attitude/count/Smith Peter etc.
One final point re ethos (nearly finished –
honest!). I have stated that the signal relates mainly
to the suit initially led. Now consider the following: partner leads a club vs a no-trump contract.
You quite like clubs but can see that a spade switch
will almost certainly be best. In this instance,
common sense must prevail: you should not
encourage clubs via a Smith Peter; you should in
fact discourage. I hope this will be obvious to
decent hard-working defenders (i.e. those of you
still reading this article).
In my next article I shall be looking at leading the
ace for attitude and the king for count in suit
contracts.
r
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Forgive me, father, for I have sinned. . . .
I went to bed with the King of Hearts!
THE winner of our February competition, with the
caption above, is Juliet Hipkin, of Epping Upland,
Essex who will receive a charming bridge mug from
our sponsors, Bridge and Golf Gifts Direct (see
advert on page 9). Sadly, many of the excellent
captions received were a tad too racy to be printed
in a family magazine – but it was interesting to see
that the worst ‘sin’ was considered to be trumping
partner’s trick! Special mention, however, must be
made of Unauthorised Information again. I'll have to
call my Director! (Peter Aston, Ross on Wye); Father,
I have sinned. I psyched at bridge last night. (Rita
Bierwirth-James, Corsham); I opened one no-trump
on just 11points! (Alex Wiseman, Whitefield); and I
arranged a supper party on my husband’s bridge
night (Ms P. Bell, Alderley Edge).
The cartoon for our new competition is below.
Please send your bridgy captions (multiple entries
accepted) to Caption Competition, English Bridge,
23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR or by e-mail to
elena@ebu.co.uk not later than 20th April 2015.
Don’t forget to include your full postal address!

Sponsored by Bridge &
Golf Gifts Direct
www.ebu.co.uk

CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

EBU News

n APRIL 2015
British Spring Pairs (Clubs)
Devon Congress
Palace Hotel, Torquay
11-12
Staffs & Shrops Congress
Park Inn, Telford
British Spring Pairs (Clubs)
13
17-19
Lady Milne
(see inset below)
18-19
National Pairs Final
Park Inn Hotel, West Bromwich
24-May 3 Lambourne Jersey Festival of
Bridge (see advert on page 51)
7-9
10-12

DIAMOND AWARDS

n MAY 2015
1-5
1-3
5-7
9
15-17
16
16
17
17
17
17
18-22
23-25
26-28
29-31
30-31

Schapiro Spring Foursomes
(see advert on page 16)
Cheltenham Congress
Chase Hotel, Brockworth
EBU Spring Sim Pairs (Clubs)
Garden Cities Trophy
Regional Final (Various venues)
Seniors Camrose
Gormanstown, Ireland
Northants GP Swiss Pairs
Bugbrooke CC, Northampton
Sussex GP Swiss Pairs
Crowborough
Hants & IoW GP Teams
John Henson School, Andover
Kent GP Swiss Teams
(Maidstone)
Merseyside & Cheshire GP Swiss
Pairs, Merseyside Bridge Centre,
Birkenhead
Warwickshire GP Pairs
C&NW BC, Coventry
Dunkenhalgh Blue Point Holiday
(see advert on page 41)
Spring Bank Holiday Congress
(see advert on page 21)
Oxford Belfry Midweek Congress
(see advert on page 51)
Yorkshire Congress
(see advert on page 12)
Corwen Trophy
Holiday Inn, B’ham Airport

n JUNE 2015
6-7
13-14
13
20-21
21
21
26-28
27-11 July
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Pachabo Cup
Park Inn Hotel, West Bromwich
Oxfordshire Congress
(see advert on page 12)
Garden Cities Trophy Final
West Midlands BC
Berks & Bucks GP Weekend
Windsor Community Centre
Bedford GP Teams (TBA)
Dorset GP Swiss Teams
Hamworthy Club, Wimborne
Really Easy Weekend
(see advert on page 18)
European Open Championship
Tromsø, Norway
National Inter-County Leagues
Final, C&NW Squash Club

www.ebu.co.uk

THE EBU have introduced a
new award, the Diamond
Award. It is given to players
who have contributed successfully over a long period at
international level. The first
two winners were Nicola
Smith and Tony Forrester

(photos above). They were
presented with their awards
by EBU Chairman Jeremy
Dhondy at the Lederer Trophy,
an event run by LMBA
comprising ten top international teams. For more
detail, see page 5.

EBU LIBRARY
THE EBU has a library of books and magazines. The majority
of the collection is held at Aylesbury but some is held in
Loughborough for the use of our junior squads. There is now
a complete listing of the books we hold and thanks are due
to a volunteer, Gordon Bickley, for undertaking this work.
A visit to the library by researchers is possible and can be
arranged by application to Aylesbury. Please contact:
karend@ebu.co.uk

EBU
DIARY
If you do not
require a copy of
the diary, please let
us know by ticking
the ‘No Diary’ box
in the ‘My Details’
section of your
member’s area, or
ring the office on
01296 317200.

THE LADY MILNE
Home Nations
Championship
for Women’s teams,
including an England team
and an EBU team
17–19 April 2015
Holiday Inn, Birmingham
Airport

FREE VU-GRAPH
THEATRE
www.ebu.co.uk/
lady-milne-2015
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Greenpointed
events

32 English Bridge April 2015

Bluepointed
events
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Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

April 2015
WEST HANDS

April 2015
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. E/W Game
Dealer East
(Bakhshi)
2. N/S Game
Dealer West
(Skorchev)

´
™
t
®

Q854
Q3
10 6 5
Q963

1. E/W Game
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

Q
A 10 9 7
95
KQJ973

2. N/S Game
Dealer West

(Gold)

(McIntosh)

´ 8
™ AKQ62
t A5
(Brock)
® KQJ62
* South passes and then bids 2´

(Levy)
5. Game All
Dealer West
(Prabhakar)
6. Love All
Dealer East
(Wolinski)

A6
AJ972
A3
A754

´
™
t
®

AK974
K6
732
A 10 5

´ A 10 2
™ 95
t J 10 4 3
(Smith)
® A853
* South passes and then bids 2´

3. N/S Game
Dealer South

4. E/W Game
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

3. N/S Game
Dealer South

´
™
t
®

Q543
K9
A 10 8 4
Q76

4. E/W Game
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

AQJ8
J64
AQJ
J63

5. Game All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

93
K6542
AJ754
A

6. Love All
Dealer East

(Volcker)

(Tewari)

(Urbanski)

´
™
t
®

K 10 7
A Q 10 4
732
A32

´
™
t
®

943
A 10 7 3
K
A9542

´
™
t
®

Q 10 8 4
Q 10 8
K6
J 10 7 5
click

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 37-39

link

$

click

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 37-39

link

EBU SHOP

EBU SHOP

Club Tables

Bidding Buddies

£19.99 per set of 4
(Red, Green or Black)
with cards

£49.99 SPECIAL LOW PRICE

Superluxe
Playing Cards

864mm square, black vinyl top,
black metal legs, folding for easy
stacking, light, compact and ideal
for storage. No further discount.

Why not add one of our corded
velvet table covers at £18.95 each –
available in Green, Wine and Blue?
Normal discounts apply.

Six red, six black, with the EBU logo.
Smooth finish.

( 01296 397851 / 317200

( 01296 397851 / 317200

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

or order at www.ebu.co.uk/shop

or order at www.ebu.co.uk/shop

Prices do not include p&p, but include VAT.
No further discounts.

Prices do not include p&p, but include VAT.
No further discounts.

Offers end 30th April 2015.

Offers end 30th April 2015.

$

£12 per dozen

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR
OBJECTION
THE front cover of the February
2015 issue of English Bridge must
be the worst front cover we have
ever produced.
No wonder we can’t attract
new young players! Could we
have something more uplifting
for the next issue?
Bryan Hutton, Wakefield
I hope Mr Hutton will feel suitably
‘uplifted’ this month, since (as
revealed by further correspondence)
he objected to the February cover
because of the age of the people
portrayed in it. At least he did not
suggest that people who do sterling
work should not get credit for it.

DISSENT
IN the February issue, Jeremy
Dhondy says that in 2015 the
EBU is going to continue its
battle to get bridge recognised as
a sport. If we accept that it’s a
matter of opinion with no
definitive answer, then we have
to rely on what we feel intuitively
is right and it’s clear to me that
bridge is a game.
The only reason given is to
avoid VAT, and while I have no
wish to see costs rise, I’d rather
pay a few pennies more and
retain the moral high ground.
Amazon and Starbucks practised
extreme avoidance and that
caused a storm of public protest.
It’s legal but still rather shameful.
Jeremy may be successful in
getting bridge deemed to be a
sport but please don’t fight in my
name – I’d say just pay up. If the
www.ebu.co.uk

Send your letters to the editor,
Elena Jeronimidis, 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR, or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal address)
The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

EBU avoids VAT someone else
will have to pay more.
Brian Dorey, Latchen
Jeremy Dhondy replies: Whether
bridge is called a sport, a mind sport,
a game, or any other name, it seems
reasonable to press for more equal
treatment. If you enter any EBU
tournament, your entry fee includes
VAT. If you enter the London
Marathon, it does not. Much of this is
down to a decision as to which
activities are on a list which is used
by, amongst others, HMRC. It
contains more than 60 activities
including darts, baton twirling and
Kabbadi. If we were in many EU
countries our treatment would be
better and fairer. In the UK the
Charities Commission regard bridge
as a sport. There is nothing
‘shameful’ in seeking more equitable
treatment. Bridge in England can
develop to assist in increasing social
inclusion; some research suggests it
can delay the onset of dementia-like
diseases. It has a role in schools
helping to improve mathematical
skills. All of these are things a
government of any hue would wish to
encourage and, of course, would save
them money. Mr Dorey may think
we should ‘pay up’ but most
individuals seek to minimise tax they
pay quite legally by having, for
example, ISAs. Bridge can be a
valuable asset to the community and
Government should recognise this.
This is what the EBU are seeking to
persuade Government to do.

DISAGREEMENT
IN his article ‘Beat Today’s
Experts’ (February issue, p.37,

Deal Number 1), David Bird
criticised the action of Piotr
Gawrys in raising his partner’s
bid of 1NT with a game
invitational 2NT. Experts believe
that, when they are vulnerable in
teams play, it is a winning
strategy to aim to declare in
game contracts that can have a
probability of success even as low
as 37.5%. Gawrys was playing for
the Mazurkiewicz team which
won the event, and I prefer to
believe that Gawrys had good
reasons for his bid.
Michael Akeroyd, by email
David Bird replies: It wouldn’t make
much of an article if I agreed with
every bid, just because it was made
by a world expert (who ‘must have
had good reasons for it’). If it
resulted in a poor contract, the aim
is to identify what went wrong.

PAT ON THE BACK
I’M enjoying reading the EBU
magazine archive. I’m also
pleased that although the pages
of older issues are scans you can
copy/ paste text and do a search
for a word. Very impressive.
I found this snippet in the May
1948 Contract Bridge Journal,
page 18: ‘LET US HELP YOU.
Our staff of experts will be pleased
to advise you on all problematic
points in bidding or play. A
prompt reply to all your queries is
guaranteed. Write to the Editor
[etc.]’
What about re-introducing
this offer? How many extra staff
would you need?
Ian Dalziel, Troon
April 2015 English Bridge
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PETER BENTLEY
Peter Bentley, who died
aged 81 on 6th February, was
a stalwart of Surrey bridge for
many years. He was President
of the county twice and served
on the committee for over
thirty years with some breaks.
He was awarded the Dimmie Fleming in 2004
for services to Surrey bridge. He was also a
Surrey eBU shareholder, and a regular attendee at Surrey events.
He was the non-playing captain of the
tollemache team for twenty-five years. He
was very pleased to achieve his goal of becoming a Grand Master in 2013.
Peter was an optometrist by profession and
had his own business in Camberwell for over
thirty years. He was also a keen golfer and
had been captain of his golf club at Dulwich.
Peter was generous and easy to get on with.
He never complained about anything and was
always upbeat despite suffering from cancer
since 2000. His wife Detta has suffered from
dementia for the past few years, and he was
determined to keep her at home as long as
possible. He also took her around the country
to bridge congresses, and also regularly to
Wimbledon until about a year ago.
Peter could also be very stubborn – despite
his illness, he was determined to keep going
and to remain a member of the Surrey committee. He attended his last meeting on 16th
January.
the bridge world will miss him greatly.
(Surrey CBA)

HACKETT TEAM WINS NEC CUP
The team of Jason hackett, Brian Senior, John
holland and Gunnar hallberg has won the prestigious NeC Cup in Yokohama, Japan. They overcame a deficit at the halfway point to beat the
team of David Bakhshi, David Gold, and Dutch
pair Ricco van Prooijen – Louk Verhees, in the
almost-all-english final.
Another english team – that of Frances hinden,
Graham Osborne, Alex hydes and Mike Bell –
were defeated in the semi-final by the hackett
team.
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CLUB PLAYER’S
BIDDING QUIZ
ON each of the following problems, you are
West. What should you bid with each hand on
the given auction at pairs, Game All?
click
Julian Pottage gives his answers on
link
page 62.
Hand 1
´ A K J 10 5
™ J 10 2
tJ753
®6

Hand 2
´ J7
™6
tAKQJ954
®J73

Hand 3
´ A7
™ A Q 10 7 5 2
tAQ6
®AJ

Hand 4
´ 10 8 7
™ J962
tQJ63
®Q6

Hand 5
´ AKJ743
™ 10 3
t5
®K972

Hand 6
´ KQ9
™ Q 10 8
t 10 4
®AJ983

W

N
1NT

E
Pass

S
2™1

?
1

Transfer to spades

W
?

N

E

S

W

N

E
4´

S
Pass

N
1®
1NT

E
1´
2t

S
Pass
Pass

W
1´
?

N
Dble

E
Pass

S
2™

W
?

N

E

S

?

W
Pass
?
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Bidding Quiz

Beat Today’s Experts

by David Bird
click

Answers to Problems on Page 33
1. E/W Game. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

Q854
Q3
10 6 5
Q963

N
W E
S

West
Bakhshi

´
™
t
®

A6
AJ972
A3
A754

East
Gold
1™
2®
2NT

1´
2™
3NT

WE start at the Gold Cup final, with Allfrey
facing McIntosh. The first three bids are almost
automatic. What should David Bakhshi say
over 2®?

2. N/S Game. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

Q
A 10 9 7
95
KQJ973

West
Skorchev
1®
2®
2™
4®

North
Robson
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

East
McIntosh
1´
2t
3t
5®

AK974
K6
732
A 10 5
South
Forrester
Pass
Dble
Dble

Both sides bid splendidly on our next deal from
the Gold Cup final. The key to the auction is
Tosh McIntosh’s artificial 2t bid. This is sometimes called ‘third suit forcing’ or the ‘Bourke
Relay’, after Australia’s Tim Bourke. It is an artificial game-force (similar to fourth-suit
www.ebu.co.uk

link

A game is still possible, since 2® is a wide-range rebid
(around 11-18). No doubt the illustrious contestants in the
Gold Cup final will think me an old fogey when I suggest that
West should pass 2®. This was the last contract that could be
made on a diamond lead.
‘How can I pass when he might hold 18 points?’ is something
that you hear quite often. It is worth remembering that 18
points is less likely than 17 points, which is less likely than 16
points, etc. If passing will allow you to collect a plus score on a
big majority of partner’s possible hands, this will compensate
for the occasional missed game.
3NT went three down vulnerable. At the other table
Cameron Small and Phil King bid 1™ – 1´ – 2NT - 3NT and
lost 3 IMPs for going four down. Should King have passed 2NT,
do you think?

n Awards: 1NT/2® (10), 2NT/3® (7), 3NT (4).

forcing) and asks for more information.
Stefan Skorchev showed values in hearts and East prompted
further, asking for a diamond stopper (or delayed spade support). When West bid his clubs again, East was happy to raise to
5®. Excellent!
This was the other auction:
West
Gold
1®
2®
2™
3t
4®

East
Bakhshi
1´
2t
3®
3´
5®

The same artificial 2t was used. This time it was West who
bid 3t to ask for a diamond stopper. Note that in both auctions
three suits had been bid, so 3t was ‘asking’ rather than ‘showing’.
(South held tA-K-10-8-6 and 3NT could not be made.)

n Awards: 5® (10), 3NT (6), part-scores (3).
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3. N/S Game. Dealer South.

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Q4
J 10 8
KQ9872
10 7
A 10 2
95
J 10 4 3
A853

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
KJ97653
743
6
94

South
Hackett
Pass
2´
Pass
Pass

8
AKQ62
A5
KQJ62

N
W E
S

West
Brock

North
Mossop

East
Smith

1™
4®
4NT
5NT

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

1NT
4´
5™
6®

4. E/W Game. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

Q543
K9
A 10 8 4
Q76

N
W E
S

West
Levy
1´
2NT

´
™
t
®

K 10 7
A Q 10 4
732
A32

East
Volcker
1®
1NT
3NT

We will take a deal from the Coupe de France.
Around 95% of French players use the strong
1NT, so Frederic Volcker’s 1NT rebid shows
12-14. Should West pass or try for game, do you
think?

Next we visit the English Senior Trials to check out the slam bidding of the world’s top-ranked women’s pair, Sally Brock and
Nicola Smith.
At the vulnerability, Paul Hackett does not rate his hand suitable for either 2´ or 3´. He passes and bids 2´ on the second
round. What should Brock say then?
She has a massive hand, yes, but it would be wrong to bid 3´,
showing the power but not describing the hand-type. Quite
rightly, she prefers 4®. Now it is Smith’s turn to make a good
bid. She has limited her hand with the 1NT response and is now
happy to cue-bid 4´ rather than merely raising to 5®. The slam
is then bid after two rounds of Roman Key-card Blackwood.
Gunnar Hallberg and John Holland bid with similar efficiency
to 6® at the other table. The auction was the same to 4´ and
Hallberg then jumped to 6®.

n Awards: 6® (10), 7® (7), 6NT/6™ (5), games (4).

If East had instead opened a weak 1NT, many Wests would
say: ‘I’d better bid Stayman in case there is a 4-4 spade fit.’ On
this auction, though, East would have raised the spades with four
cards in the suit. West can still say: ‘We have 23, 24 or 25 points
and I like to be in game with 25.’ Yes, but East is more likely to
hold 12 points than 13, and more likely to hold 13 points than
14. Even when you have 25 points, game may go down.
Alain Levy decides to raise to 2NT and East must now evaluate his hand. ‘13 points and two tens . . . it looks like 3NT.’ But
what about the sterile 3-4-3-3 shape? Should he not deduct a
point for that?
Whether you think my ramblings on these hands represent a
master class of clear thinking, or are a load of old cobblers, you
have to admit that it is a poor 3NT. There are only six certain
tricks (including a spade trick) and a long way to go to bump it
to nine. The contract went two down.

n Awards: 1NT (10), 2NT (7), 3NT (5).

UNDER 15 SQUAD
ThE EBU is pleased to announce that it will be forming an Under 15 squad to help develop and train an international team for that age group. There will be a number of training days in the coming months, supplemented by online coaching, and in the first instance the
squad will be used to select a team to send to the European Youth Bridge Teams Championships
in Tromsø, Norway (18th to 23rd July 2015). To be eligible to join, the squad players must have
been born on or after the 1st January 2000. Interested individuals or pairs should contact
dawn@ebu.co.uk for more information or to register an interest in being part of the squad.
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5. Game All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

AQJ8
J64
AQJ
J63

´
™
t
®

N
W E
S

West
Prabhakar
1NT
2´
3™

943
A 10 7 3
K
A9542

East
Tewari
2®
3®
4´

There were some instructive points in the auction of this deal
from the 56th Winter Nationals in Jaipur. Two of India’s top
teams, the Formidables and Indian Railways, faced each other.
Rajeshwar Tewari began with Stayman, looking for a heart fit.
What should he bid next?
At the other table, East rebid 3NT. With his singleton diamond being the king, this was a very reasonable move. Tewari’s
3® continuation was also fine because with his values facing a
strong 1NT it was possible that 5® might be best.
Now came the key moment of the auction. B. Prabhakar bid
3™. Apparently expecting that this showed values in hearts since
only two suits had been bid, East was worried that the diamonds
would be under-protected in 3NT. He jumped to 4´ and this
went two down for 13 IMPs away. Had West bid 3t, showing
diamond values, East could bid 3NT.

n Awards: 3NT (10), 5®/4´/4™ (4).

6. Love All. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

93
K6542
AJ754
A
West
Wolinski
1™
3t

N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

Q 10 8 4
Q 10 8
K6
J 10 7 5

East
Urbanski
Pass
2™
4™

We end at the Polish Premier League where the
Rosenblum champions, Gawrys – Klukowski
and Starkowski – Golebiowski, are in play. Are
they relaxing after their triumph in the world
final against Monaco? Not at all, they won this
match 100-16
Here their opponents start 1™ – 2™. West can
see a possible game if partner has perfect cards
for him. He makes a help-suit game try in diamonds and his partner is fully justified in accepting it with his splendid K-x in that suit.
There are three certain losers and a consider-

able amount of luck is needed in the red suits to make the nonvulnerable game. It was not forthcoming and world stars Piotr
Gawrys and Michal Klukowski picked up 5 IMPs at the other
table with their simple 1™ – 2™ auction.

n Awards: 2™ (10), 3™ (8), 4™ (4).

´™t®
Readers sometimes ask for part-score deals in this column.
They are not easy to find because such deals are usually
contested heavily. Well, you had three part-scores here. Did you
manage to beat our experts’ total of 37/60?

Bidding Tips

• When looking for 3NT, bid stoppers rather than ask
for them (unless three suits have been bid).

• When the opener rebids his minor suit at the two level,
use ‘third suit forcing’.

• Do not hope that partner holds ‘perfect cards’.

r

NEWLY AFFILIATED CLUB
Welcome to a newly affiliated club – Great Yarmouth BC.
They play duplicate bridge on Monday evening at the Gorleston Conservative Club,
34 Pier Plain, Gorleston on Sea. Visitors welcome. For further info, visit:
www.bridgewebs.com/greatyarmouth

www.ebu.co.uk
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Prize Leads Quiz Answers
Answers to February Problems

click

by Alan Mould

link

A-K so that partner will give you a count card.
(d) ®K: 10 marks. For the reasons given above.

Hand 1
´ 9872
™ J54
t 7
® AK532

HHHHHH

West

North

East

Pass

5t

All Pass

Hand 2
´ K762
™ AQ5
t J5
® QJ82

South
3t

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) a heart; (c) ®A; (d) ®K.

In the last magazine we had a hand with a similar
auction, and then I recommended the lead of the
ace from A-Q-x-x-x. Now we have an A-K
combination so now . . .
(a) A spade: 4 marks. As last month this could be
right if it is really necessary to lead through
dummy’s spade honours, but it seems very unlikely.
Since you have more spades than hearts, it is slightly
inferior to:
(b) A heart: 5 marks. If partner has good hearts and
you need to lead through dummy, then this could be
right.
(c) ®A: 7 marks. Would anyone not lead a club
here? If a club lead is wrong, then that is too hard
for me. However, if you follow the logic from last
time, partner will give you attitude on this lead and
you know he will discourage as you have the king
yourself! More importantly, you don’t know
whether or not declarer will ruff the second club as
you don’t know the count. Therefore, against high
level contracts it is essential to lead the king from

West
Dble
All Pass

North
Pass
Pass

East
Pass
1™

South
1t
1NT

Pick your lead out of: (a) ´2; (b) ™A; (c) ™5; (d) ®2

Declarer has a very good hand (typically about
18-19 balanced) and obviously the ™K. That leaves
about 8-9 points for the two remaining hands. If
dummy has a few, this will make. If partner has
most of them, this will be close, particularly given
your poor diamond holding. What then is best?
(a) ´2: 5 marks. Could be right if partner has
something juicy in spades. But given our poor pips
partner will need to have at least two honours and
three cards for this to be correct. If partner
miraculously has four spades, they will be pretty
poor since partner chose 1™ rather than 1´ in
response to our double. Also, with 4-4 in the majors
and a smattering of high cards partner may well
have chosen a 1´ response with four, intending to

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master: Dean Swallow,
London

Open:

John Cruickshank,
Weymouth

Sponsored by
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compete with 2™ if necessary. So I think a spade
lead is against the odds.
(b) ™A: 6 marks. Again this could be right. It gives
declarer the ™K immediately but will help to
develop partner’s hearts. Dummy’s holding and
partner’s card should also tell you whether to
continue hearts or not.
(c) ™5: 1 mark. This is a horrible lead! Not only
does it give declarer the ™K but it blocks the suit!!
You will have to cash the ™A-Q and get across to
partner’s hand.
(d) ®2: 10 marks. This was my choice and the
winner at the table. If partner has length in another
suit, it is liable to be clubs rather than spades for the
reasons given above. Plus our clubs are a lot better
than our spades. Partner actually held 10-x-x but
that was enough to get the clubs going and, with
dummy coming down with effectively a Yarborough,
declarer went off.
HHHHHH
Hand 3
´ 532
™ Q6
t A Q 10 5
® Q 10 6 2
West

North

Pass
2´
Pass
3´
1
Long suit game try

EBU BLUE POINT
BRIDGE HOLIDAYS
for Club Players

Blue

points
Holidays for 2015:
1. Dunkenhalgh, Lancs, 18-22 May,
£259 per person (no ss)
2. Hellidon Lakes, Northants, 3-7 August,
£299 per person (£14.99 ss)
3. Chilworth Manor, Hants, 16-20 October,
£299 per person (£9.99 ss)

A selection of mid-week holidays in various parts
of England, organised by Bridge Overseas and
aimed at social players looking to combine a
holiday with some gently competitive bridge.
Blue Points are awarded for all sessions.
Each hotel has excellent facilities, including
spas, swimming pools and saunas in all hotels –
plus golf, tennis and fishing in some. All venues
also offer free parking.

Bookings should be made directly to
Bridge Overseas via the Accommodation
Booking Service on 0800 0346 246.

∂
East
Pass
All Pass

South
1´
3t1

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™Q; (c) tA; (d) ®2.

Thank you, opponents, for helping me with my
opening lead. Can we make use of the information?
(a) A spade: 10 marks. The stand-out for me. I have
a very juicy holding in declarer’s long suit try. The
last thing I want is declarer ruffing any of those, no
matter how late in the day that may be. With my
trump holding I am unlikely to be picking up any
holding in partner’s hand that declarer could not
have done for himself.
(b) ™Q: 5 marks. Well, it could be right, I suppose,
playing for partner to have honours there and for a
ruff. But it is pretty wild. Plus declarer is possibly
short as well so it might not do any good even when
you find what you want in partner’s hand.
(c) tA: 1 mark. All I can say is: why are you leading
into declarer’s long suit, almost certainly setting up
www.ebu.co.uk

Great Value

∑

∏
the king? One mark for originality.
(d) ®2: 6 marks. My second choice, but a long way
inferior to a trump in my view. This could be right
but needs partner to have something in clubs. Also,
if we have club tricks, unless dummy has a surprising source of tricks we will be able to get at
them later. We may be forced to open up the clubs
later but there is no need to do it now. In a lot of
these part-score hands, particularly with a good
hand opposite a poor one, the trick is not to give
anything away and just let declarer go down on his
own.
r
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Suit Combinations
Drop or Finesse? (Part II) by Andrew Kambites

click
link

IN this article I will continue my investigation of the
‘Eight Ever, Nine Never’ guideline, looking at the
meaning of ‘Eight Ever’, and examining the virtues
and fallacies of this guidance.
In the combination below you have eight spades,
missing the queen.
´AJ32
N
W

E
S

´K654

Suppose this is your trump suit and to make your
contract you have to draw trumps for no loser. You
cash the ´ K, both defenders following. You now
lead the ´ 4 and West follows with a low spade. You
have to decide who has the ´ Q. You are missing the
´ Q and one other spade.
My first point is that you are still missing two
spades, making the concept of vacant spaces click
(see last issue’s article) far harder to apply.
link
Instead, I recommend that you look back to
the position as it was when you started playing the
suit. You needed a 3-2 break. You now know that if
spades started 3-2 you can only succeed if West has
the three spades. So do you play for the queen to be
doubleton with East (rise with the ´ A to drop it) or
do you finesse the ´ J, playing for West to have
started with ´ Q-x-x? The answer is that the ´ Q is

NATIONAL TEAMS NEWS
The team of Alistair Kent (Channel Islands),
Kevin Castner, David Gold (London) and Justin
hackett (Staffs & Shrops) won the Point-a-Board
event at the National Teams Congress.
The victory in the competition takes David
Gold into first place in the Player of the Year
Championship, and he holds a six-point lead.
In the Swiss Teams event, which ran alongside
the Point-a-Board event, winners on a split tie
were Steve Root, Jonathan harris, Steve Capal
and Andrew Sobell (all Middlesex).
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more likely to be in a hand with three spades than a
hand with a doubleton spade, so you should finesse.
This time the odds are not particularly close, so you
will need good reason to play for the drop.
At this stage I will consider another way of
looking at this that you may have spotted. You are
missing the ´ Q and another spade, say the ´ 10.
You might argue that it is equally likely that West
has the ´ Q and East the ´ 10, or that West has the
´ 10 and East the ´ Q. I find it very hard to explain
why this is an optical illusion without getting far too
complicated for this series. It is to do with the order
of small cards already played. If you have a mathematical mind you might like to revisit this after
reading a later article, on restricted choice.
Of course, in real life you cannot just look at a suit
in a vacuum. In the next two deals you have to look
at the spades in the context of the whole hand.
First you are in 6´ and the ™Q is led:

Game All. Dealer South.
´ AJ32
™K432
tJ76
®A7
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

K654
A8
AKQ
K953

The contract is lay-down if spades break 3-2: just
cash the ´ A-K and leave the missing trump out.
You can then cash your diamonds and crossruff
your way to twelve tricks. You can afford a trump
loser, but you cannot afford to take a failing spade
finesse and allow East to return his last spade,
destroying your cross ruff.
www.ebu.co.uk

This time you are in 4´ and West leads the ™J:

Game All. Dealer South.
´ AJ32
™65
tAKQJ
®754
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

K654
AK7
975
K32

Even if trumps break 3-2 the danger is that you lose
three clubs and a trump. Given time, you will
discard a club loser on dummy’s fourth diamond.
West cannot profitably attack clubs so losing a trick
to West doesn’t unduly concern you, but you cannot
afford to lose the lead to East’s doubleton ´ Q. Best
play is to win with the ™A, cash the ´ K and ´ A,
and then switch your attention to diamonds. Even if
East has a trump winner left, you will still be safe if
he has to follow to three rounds of diamonds.
A slight difference in suit texture can alter your
play. One variation concerns whether you can
afford to play a high card before taking the finesse:
Layout A
´32

Layout B
™32

N
W

N
E

S

´AKJ654

W

E
S

™ A K J 10 9 4

In Layout A you should cash the ´ A, then enter
dummy and finesse the ´ J. By cashing the ´ A first
you could drop West’s singleton ´ Q. That still
leaves you with a loser because East would then have
´ 10-9-8-7, but at least you avoid two losers.
In Layout B the ™10-9 strengthens your suit.
Should you cash the ™A before taking the finesse?
Certainly this is recommended as a no-cost play if
you have only one entry to dummy, but how about
if you have plenty of entries to dummy? There are so
many possible variations of holding eight cards
missing the queen that I cannot list them all. All I
can do is to show you a practical way of thinking.
The best way of looking at this is to consider
www.ebu.co.uk

distributions when each line gains or loses:
i) If hearts break 3-2, then either line works if
East has the ™Q but fails if West has the ™Q so
these distributions can be discounted.
ii) If hearts break 5-0 you lose one trick whatever
you do. Ignore this as well.
iii) Suppose hearts are 4-1. If West has four hearts
you will fail whatever you do unless East’s
singleton heart is the ™Q, and if East does have
the ™Q singleton you succeed with any
plausible line of play. If East has four hearts
including the ™Q, you need to take two
finesses, which is impossible if you first cash
the ™A. If East has four small hearts, giving
West the ™Q singleton, you need to cash the
™A before taking a finesse. These are the only
two scenarios where your decision makes any
difference, and if West has a singleton heart it
will be the ™Q only one time in five. It is clearcut to take two finesses.
The next combination is interesting. You seem to be
able to finesse either defender for the tQ. In the
absence of any clues is there any reason to prefer
one line over the other?
tAJ82
N
W

E
S

t K 10 4 3

Here I will introduce the concept of ‘balance’, which
I will be using extensively in this series.
The 3-2 breaks ‘balance’ each other in that if
diamonds do break 3-2, it is equally likely that West
or East has the tQ and that your prospects of
success depends on your decision as to whom to
play for this card.
If diamonds break 4-1 and the tQ is singleton
then you should succeed whatever you do because
presumably you are going to cash a top honour
before taking the finesse. If the t9 is singleton you
will succeed if you start by cashing the right top
honour first. How about if one defender holds
tQ-9-x-x? You cannot avoid a loser if East has
this holding. However, if West has this holding,
you can avoid a loser by cashing the tK and
continuing with the t10, intending to run it. If
West covers with the tQ and East shows out, then
you can return to your hand and take a marked
finesse against West’s t9.
r
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Around & About
SMART MOVE

WETHERBY
CELEBRATES
WETHERBY Bridge Club celebrated its 40th Anniversary in 2014 at a grand event attended by over
one hundred people at Wetherby Golf Club.
The entertainment was provided by a magician
(appropriately, mostly card tricks!) and past Chairman Geoff Shaw proposed a toast to the club.
The club was formed by a small group of students
and started in the Town Hall, often to the accompaniment of dance band music and stomping feet.
After three further moves, the club is now happily
settled in its own purpose-built premises.

The Markeaton BC Committee: from the left, front
Sue Witnall, Alwyn Lycitt (Chairman), John Robshaw
(Secretary); Standing Barry Witnall, Chris May
(Treasurer), Jean Robshaw (President)
MARKEATON Bridge Club was formed in 1965 by
John Robshaw at the old Markeaton Bowls Club
premises, but has had to move around a fair bit
since then. They are now safely ensconced at the
Weston Centre in Duffield, Derbys. Further info at
www.bridgewebs.com/markeaton/

HEXHAM IS 40
HEXHAM Bridge Club celebrated its 40th Anniversary in December at its playing venue, Wentworth Leisure Centre. Founder member, Mrs Jean
Charlton, cut a celebratory cake to mark the event
and members enjoyed wine and nibbles.
Founded in 1974 and previously known as
Stocksfield & District Bridge Club, the club moved
to Hexham in 1987 and changed its name in 2004.
In honour of past members who donated trophies,
the club runs five internal competitions and
presents a trophy to the pair who achieve the
highest percentage during the year. The club is
affiliated to the EBU, enters a team in the NorthEast inter-area league and enters various county and
national events annually. Duplicate bridge is
currently played on Thursday evenings in a relaxed,
friendly but competitive manner. Visiting players
are always welcome. Further information at
www.bridgewebs.com/hexham (Norman Robinson)
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Long-serving members Joyce Jones and
Dorothy Lamb cutting the anniversary cake
Wetherby BC boasts over three hundred members
and has sessions on every weekday evening and on
Wednesday afternoons.
(June Williams)

PRESTBURY DOES IT
AGAIN (AND AGAIN!)
At Prestbury Duplicate Bridge Club’s Christmas
party, Chairman Geoff Davison presented Dorothy
Barber, Ambassador from East Cheshire Hospice,
with a further cheque for the Hospice for £9,444.
The club, which meets on a Tuesday evening at
Prestbury Village Hall, has raised £69,444 for the
Hospice, as well as providing many hours of
stimulating bridge, since it began twenty-three years
ago.
(Lesley Marsh)
www.ebu.co.uk

Around & About
EVERY LITTLE HELPS

PROBLEM SOLVED
WE all know trying to have a chat with our
grandchildren can be very difficult. Normally we get
one-word answers to our predictable questions:
‘What did you do at school today?’ or ‘Did you enjoy
your day out?’ We want to have fun with our
grandchildren, but what do we know about Xboxes
or Nintendos? The answer is simple: children like to
play games, so teach them bridge. You will spend
hours talking about the game and you will never be
stuck for conversation again.

Card games at the Kasalu school, Zambia
HITCHIN Bridge Club’s old cards have been put to
good use in a small village in Zambia. The packs
were donated to Baraka Community Partnerships, a
UK-based charity, and taken to the village of Kasalu,
in Chikumbi district, 40 miles north of Lusaka, by
club member Judy Howlett.
The village is desperately poor with no running
water, inadequate sanitation, no electricity and poor
nutrition, not to mention malaria being rife. But the
local people have started a community school, albeit
with no funding from the Zambian government.
The cards were handed out to children at the
school. Cards help them with basic arithmetic and
most games help train their memories. And of
course, they have fun!
The photo shows Baraka volunteer Heather
Montgomery with some of the children playing
Pelmanism. For more information on the charity
and its work, see www.barakacommunity.com
(Margaret Eddleston)

Graham Jennings and Oliver Weightman (aged 10)
at the Hunstanton Bridge Club in Norfolk
You will be surprised at how quickly they absorb
sufficient knowledge to be able to play the game at
an acceptable level. Take them along to the bridge
club and get them hooked!
(Mark Keightley, Grandad)

RUGBY BC NOVICE EVENT
IN November, Rugby Bridge Club held its first Novice Event. The event was exclusively for those with
fewer than 1000 master points. As Rugby has only been EBU affiliated for two years, we have about fifty
friends who were eligible to play.
The evening started with a Bring and Share Supper and then five tables sat down for an enjoyable
evening of bridge. The final results were: 1. Terry Leary and John Leaviss; 2. Ann Evans and Wilma
Kiernan; 3. Peter Augustus and David Hicks.
We hope to make this an annual event but may have to change the eligibility criteria as our members
earn more master points!
(Sue Osborne)

www.ebu.co.uk
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Teach Your Grandchild Bridge

Towards Minibridge
Partnership Play and Target Tricks
AS we introduce each 9+ year old player to regularly
picking up thirteen cards each, the biggest difficulty
appears to be holding the cards. For small hands
and small fingers, this really is quite a daunting task.
Try not to underestimate how long it takes for a
young person to pick up the cards, sort them into
suits and count their high-card points (HCP). This
is quite a demanding task to ask of any nine year
old. Even with few points, allow for this to take
longer than you think. And all this before they get
started! So, no sighs of impatience, but also no
picking up of the cards and sorting of suits by you,
for them! No, no, I know you wouldn’t!
Today your ‘learners’ are being introduced to their
first partnership game. Four players are required,
sitting around a table, with those who are opposite
each other being known as ‘partners’. All fifty-two
cards are dealt face downwards in a clockwise
rotation by dealer. Picking up the cards, each of the
players counts and checks that they have thirteen
cards before sorting them into the suits – black, red,
black, red. The players will know by now that an ace
= 4 HCP, a king = 3 HCP, a queen = 2 HCP and a
jack = 1 HCP, and that there are 40 HCP in a pack.
Starting with the dealer, each player now ‘announces’
how many HCP they have. The total of all four
players must come to 40 HCP.
Each partnership now adds up their combined
HCP and the partnership with the most HCP above
20 becomes the declaring partnership. If both partnership HCP add up to 20, then a redeal is
necessary. The player in the winning combined
partnership with the most HCP is now designated
the declarer.
Declarer’s partner is now dummy (or ‘silent
partner’, as explained in my last article) and the
opposing partnership is known as the defenders.
Dummy puts his hand face upwards on the table in
four vertical straight lines, in suits, black, red, black,
red in numerical order with the highest card at the
top. Dummy then moves round the table, pulls up a
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by Liz Dale

stool and is totally involved with declarer in both
deciding on and playing out the contract. Importantly, declarer now says ‘Thank you, Partner’ in a
loud, clear voice. Both dummy and declarer, after
looking at both hands, must decide, together, on
whether the contract (i.e. the number of tricks to be
won) should be played in a suit or in no trumps,
and announce their decision. The declarers have to
win the number of tricks as allocated in the table
below. The opening lead, played by the defender to
the left of declarer, is not made until the declaring
partnership have announced their contract.

Table of Target Tricks
This refers to declarer and dummy’s partnership’s
combined HCP:
21-22 HCP = 7 tricks.
23-24 HCP = 8 tricks
25 HCP
= 9 tricks
26-28 HCP = 10 tricks
29-32 HCP = 11 tricks
33-36 HCP = 12 tricks
37+ HCP
= the lucky partnership is expected
to get 13 tricks.
I wrote in my last article that young people are
vigorous in their demands on ‘fairness’. This very
realistic table of target tricks ensures that all players
have an equal chance of winning the game.
A simple scoring system has been introduced. If
the declarers do not reach their number of target
tricks, as laid down in the above table, then the score
is 1 – 0 to the defenders. If the declarers do reach the
target tricks, then the score is 1 – 0 to the declarers.
The best of three games is played and the scores
recorded, for example, 2 – 1, 1 – 2 or 3 – 0.
The magic of this type of scoring is that it allows
the players to get on with developing their cardplaying skills, without worrying about part game/
game scoring.
The aim should be eventually to play three games
in thirty minutes.
r
www.ebu.co.uk

Overseas Bridge

2015 Overseas Bridge
February 2015
EBU Overseas Congresses usually have good
weather and hotels but the Lanzarote Congress was
somewhat disappointing. For the first four days the
total sunshine could be counted in minutes and the
temperature rarely exceeded 17 degrees. The
unheated bedrooms were cold; the soup at dinner
tepid.
The island landscape is volcanic. Apart from a few
vineyards producing the Malvasia grape little grows.
No cows, sheep nor horses visible. Maybe they were
inside keeping warm.
Henry Ford said cars had to be black; the local
artist/architect Cesar Manrique specified white for
buildings. Houses are mostly single storey.
The sun made a welcome appearance for the
‘Grand Island Tour’, the highlight of which was a
visit to the only active volcano – with a bit of
encouragement it produced flames and steam.
In the north there is a cave which extends for
miles partly under the sea. The section available to
tourists contains a lake which is the only place in the
world where a species of inch-long albino crabs is to
be found. Living in the dark, they have no need for
eyesight and are blind. The cave also contains a
restaurant, a platform for classical concerts and a
museum devoted to the local geology. Fascinating.

by Roy Garthwaite

distance there is a Temple in Ialyssos.
In Rhodes Town there is the Palace of the Knights
and the Street of the Knights interspersed with
hundreds of streets too small to be named. Above
the town the Acropolis is well worth a visit.
The sight not to be missed is Lindos. The
buildings in the village, which is almost traffic free,
have many interesting features. The beaches are only
a short distance away but the main reason for a visit
is to ascend to the Castle of Athena on the
Acropolis, the mode of transport being either on
foot or the back of an unwilling donkey.
Given good weather, this venue should be a great
r
success. Don’t leave booking too late.
7–13 October 2015

BRIDGE OVERSEAS
RHODES CONGRESS
Rodian Amathus Beach Hotel, Ixia, Rhodes

October 2015
The Knights of St John arrived in Rhodes seven
hundred and nine years before this year’s October
Overseas Congress which will be held in Ixia, a short
distance from Rhodes Town which can be reached
by local bus with a stop outside the hotel.
It will be a pleasure to be served with the main
course at dinner at the five star Amathus Beach
Hotel.
Whereas the sightseeing opportunities in Lanzarote were limited, the converse will be the case in
Rhodes, although we are two thousand years too
late to see the Colossus, which was one of the
Ancient Wonders of the World. Within walking
www.ebu.co.uk

Autumn Sim Pairs; Open Pairs; Men’s, Ladies’
and Mixed Pairs; Pivot Teams
Blue
Green
points Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams points

Bridge Fees: £132
( 01296 317203 or 8 comps@ebu.co.uk
Attendance at the congress is exclusive to
delegates booking their accommodation
with Bridge Overseas ( 0800 034 6246
8 office@bridgeoverseas.co.uk
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BRIDGE ENGLAND NEWS

Chennai Chutney

Members of the England teams on their way to the recording studio. From the left:
Fiona Brown and Nevena Senior (Women’s team), David Gold (Open) and John Holland (Seniors).
THE Bridge England calendar, created by the three
Chennai-bound England teams, has been a
tremendous success and the shop at Aylesbury sold
its last copy before the end of January. If you are
desperate to acquire one, there are a couple on eBay,
where they seem to be becoming highly desirable
collectables.
‘We are delighted it has gone so well,’ said David
Gold, who appeared as April, in a Morris dancing
outfit. ‘And the fantastic sales have justified our
decision not to have any nudity, however tastefully
done, you know, behind strategically placed
bidding-boxes or fanned-out hands of cards.
Thanks to everyone who supported the venture. We
think we’ve raised enough money to be able to have
chutney and lime pickle with our meals in Chennai.’
Gunnar Hallberg (Tower of London Beefeater,

October) used to tour Sweden with an Abba tribute
band, and he tells us the teams are planning a
second venture. Like the England football teams of
yore, they are going to record a song. Who can
forget Back Home (number 1 in May 1970), We’ve
Got the Whole World at Our Feet (1986) and Three
Lions (recorded by Baddiel and Skinner in 1996)?
‘We’ve had a trial session in the studio, but
nothing’s decided,’ said Gunnar, ‘We’re considering
a remix of Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds are Forever
a Girl’s Best Friend. Or maybe Anyone who had a
Heart of Glass and Left it in San Francisco. The one
thing I can say for certain is that Colin Simpson will
not be doing lead vocals.’
Keep an eye on the EBU website. You will be able
to download the song for 99p to raise money for
more of the team’s curry condiments.
r

For information about the England Supporters’ Club and what’s available to its members
at the World Bridge Championships in Chennai, see the advertisement on page 66 (online).
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Ask Gordon

Questions & Comments

by Gordon Rainsford

Email your questions to Gordon Rainsford at gordon@ebu.co.uk

click
link

Gordon, English Bridge and the EBU are not responsible if the information in the letters is incorrect or incomplete.

RON WEBB asks: I refer to Michael Byrne’s click
article on pages 18-19 of English Bridge, link
December 2014. Am I correct in my
understanding that both the Jacoby 2NT and
all the rebids on page 19 require alerting?

The Jacoby 2NT requires an alert because it is not
natural, and so do the three-level, new-suit rebids
that show shortages. Rebids at the four level are not
alertable because they are natural, and in any case
bids at the four level are not usually alertable after
the first round of bidding.

SUSAN and IAN HOGG comment: We have read
with interest your letters and answers in click
the December issue English Bridge. Our link
club allows recognised ‘slow’ players to
play un-started boards during our refreshment
break – without penalty
As average club players, who feel that slow
players gain an unfair advantage without
properly targeted sanctions, we think this cannot be within the spirit of the game.

This is certainly allowed by the Laws and it is up to
the club to decide whether or not to let players play
late boards. Personally I am in favour of it in a club,
providing it doesn't inconvenience anyone else,
since I think it is better to have bridge played than
to have to award artificial scores.
Of course, if the same people need late plays time
and again, it is reasonable to issue them with a fine
for slow play as well. I wouldn't usually allow
anyone to have more than one late play in an
evening.
www.ebu.co.uk

ROBERT TURNHAM writes: I came across a strange
anomaly and I wondered if you can explain
why it exists. In the auction 1-of-a-suit – Pass –
1NT – Dble, everyone plays this as take-out and
we were all under the impression that take-out
doubles are not alertable, but someone said that
this one was as they had fallen foul of a ruling
by yourself at a weekend congress. Having
looked it up in the Blue Book, it appears that it
is alertable, so please could you explain why
such an obscure exception exists? Presumably
if the double is penalty it is not alertable which
would also be against the rule where penalty
doubles are alertable. This is most confusing to
mere mortals as all obscure exceptions will be.

It’s precisely in order to avoid exceptions to the rule
that this is as it is! Unfortunately in your précis of
the regulations, you’ve missed out a very important
bit: a take-out double of a suit is not alertable; a
penalty double of a no-trump bid is not alertable.
The example you give is a double of a no-trump bid
and is therefore alertable if played as take-out
(which you correctly note is usually the case).
In order to reflect what you say ‘everyone’ does, in
this instance it would have been necessary to create
an exception to the general rule and it was instead
decided to keep the rules as simple as possible, even
if they do on occasion produce counter-intuitive
outcomes. In all cases you will be kept straight by
following the wording of the regulation precisely,
and not being deflected by what you may think is
contrary standard practice.
r
When you have finished reading
this magazine, please recycle it.
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Great Bridge Disasters

Playing against Ireland

click

by David Burn

link

A WORD of advice should you ever find yourself
non-playing captain of a bridge team. Don’t watch
them. If you do, sooner or later you will be caught
up in the inexorable progress towards calamity that
is bound to happen on at least one deal of any given
set of boards. Powerless to prevent your players
from doing something dire, the best you can hope
for is that they will get it over with quickly, but of
course they don’t. A phrase used about the style of
the great chess player Wilhelm Steinitz was
‘accumulation of small advantages’. More often than
not, bridge disasters are an accumulation of small
setbacks; this deal from the January Camrose weekend is a case in point.

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer West.
´5
™A854
t A K 10 6 4 2
® A 10
J872
´ Q964
N
32
™J976
W
E
QJ7
t8
S
K954
®8732
´ A K 10 3
™ K Q 10
t953
®QJ6

I was watching the Open Room, where England
were North-South against the Republic of Ireland.
The result from the Closed Room was already
known, for the Irish had bid:
West
North
East
Pass
1®1
Pass
Pass
2t3
Pass
Pass
3t
Pass
Pass
5®
Pass
Pass
6t
All Pass
1
Weak no-trump or a good hand
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South
1´2
2NT4
4NT
5t

2

8+ points and some spades
A good hand with diamonds
4
Forcing
3

I was not sure what was going on in the later stages
of the auction – 4NT looked as though it might have
been either Blackwood or natural, but 4NT always
looks as though it might be either Blackwood or
natural. At any rate, 6t was an excellent contract –
barring a 4-0 trump break, North’s club loser would
go on one of South’s top spades and his fourth heart
could be ruffed in the dummy. The Irish declarer
spotted both of these things, and recorded 1370 for
his pains.
I thought it would take a pretty good effort from
the English to bid this slam using natural methods.
Their auction began:
West
Pass
Pass

North
1t
2™

East
Pass
Pass

South
1´
3t

A modern idea with considerable merit is to play
that after opener reverses, responder uses a cheap
bid at the two level (say 2NT) to show a bad hand.
Opener usually makes some cheap bid of his own,
which responder can pass or convert to a contract in
which he wants to sign off. A corollary is that when
responder bids directly at the three level, this is
forcing to game; the method has much in common
with the Lebensohl convention after interference
over 1NT. Hence, South’s 3t above was forcing.
North bid 3NT and South raised him to 4NT – this
was natural, but I wasn’t sure that North had
enough extras to do anything over it. He has,
though – he jumped to 6t, and I made the fatal
mistake of relaxing for a moment in the belief that
the crisis was over for this deal at least.
Then South bid 6NT. I suppose that when you
have a 4-3-3-3 shape you don’t give much
consideration to ruffing something in your hand,
but South might have made an exception in this
case. The Vu-graph commentators were being
www.ebu.co.uk

reassuring, explaining that 6NT would also make
and England would gain a couple of IMPs. Just as
89% of statistics are made up, so 75% of Vu-graph
comments are wrong, and I thought I had better
follow the play.
East led a spade, pretty sure that declarer would
have a singleton in the suit so that the apparently
dangerous lead away from a queen would not in
reality cost anything, while the apparently safe lead
of a club might resolve a guess for declarer in the
suit. No wonder they let him play for Ireland. North
won in the dummy and contemplated a horrible
situation. In an ideal world you would like to test
hearts before falling back on the club finesse, but the
spade lead had removed an entry from dummy so
that diamonds would have to be played before
hearts in case West had tQ-J-8-7 (when a heart
entry needs to remain in dummy to pick up the
diamonds). So declarer played a diamond to the ace;
when everybody followed, he played king and
another diamond to clear the suit. Now, of course,
West (who is also allowed to play for Ireland on a
regular basis) switched to the nine of clubs.
Declarer could finesse, which is about 50%. Or he
could go up with ®A and play for hearts 3-3 (or J-9
doubleton), which is less than 50% by some way.
But he would also succeed by rejecting the club
finesse if the hand with ®K was also long in hearts,
which boosted his chances to some way above 50%.
He thought about this for quite some time. Guess
what he did. (A clue: Ireland gained 16 IMPs.) r

HAPPY 90

TH

BIRTHDAY!

Dorothy Gill-Carey celebrated her 90th birthday
in January. Dorothy was a founder member of
Penventon BC and regularly plays at the club.
She taught bridge for thirty years and still runs
her B&B business in St Agnes. All her friends
look forward to seeing Dorothy at the club for
many more years.
(Bobby Harbisher)

www.ebu.co.uk

24 April – 3 May 2015

LAMBOURNE JERSEY
FESTIVAL OF BRIDGE
Blue
points

Westhill Country Hotel,
St Helier JE2 3HB

Green
points

A joint venture between the EBU and
Channel Islands CBA, the congress provides
an attractive holiday in springtime
with a full bridge programme over ten days.

Entries / enquiries: John Honey

( 01534 874 702 or
8 jsybridgecongress@yahoo.co.uk

26 – 28 May 2015

Green
points

OXFORD BELFRY
MIDWEEK CONGRESS
The Oxford Belfry Hotel,
Milton Common, Thame OX9 2JW

A fully Green-pointed Tuesday-to-Thursday
congress, featuring a three-session
Championship Pairs event and a one-day
Swiss Teams. Both events will be stratified.

EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

EBU Accommodation Booking Service

( 0800 0346 246
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Top Table Jane Moore
JANE MOORE has represented England many times in the Lady Milne (first with Chris
Duckworth, then with Gillian Fawcett) and won four times. She has also played
representative bridge in various friendly internationals against other countries. Jane has
won the National Women’s Pairs three times and the National Women’s Teams twice.
When did you start playing bridge?
In my twenties, when a work colleague (who had only
played a couple of times herself) dragged me along to
Young Chelsea assuring me bridge was the same as
whist! Of course we came bottom about three weeks
running and she gave up. As I was wondering how I
could improve, John Pettit (who had played junior
Camrose for Wales with Peter Sutcliffe – subsequently
my first husband) offered to give me lessons. I was very
lucky in that many of the best players of the day played
at Young Chelsea and lots of them were kind enough to
have a game with me; it’s such a privilege and great way
to play with much better players.
How often / where do you play?
I play at Clare Bridge Club (a very small town in
Suffolk) which has a fantastic ethos and atmosphere.
There is a huge range of abilities from world champion
to modest beginner. The club holds social events
including a twinning with Huy Bridge Club in Belgium
with annual exchange visits. Richard Evans (an Andrew
Robson disciple) runs a club nearby in Stansfield (with
wine and nibbles made by members in the break,
which are much appreciated); the two clubs share
many members and are both doing very well.
Do you always play with the same partners / teammates?
Pretty much. I play at Clare with Elizabeth Tora whom
I first met at Young Chelsea nearly forty years ago; I
play with my husband Andrew in Suffolk events, and I
play with David Price (as often as he will put up with
me), whom I also first met at Young Chelsea forty years
ago – he has been a good friend ever since. I have
played with Gillian Fawcett for the last five or six years
in national women’s events; before that I played with
Chris Duckworth for many years.
What do you do for a living?
I am now retired. Latterly I ran Wivenhoe Bridge
Weekends with David Price, which were great fun and
had something of a house-party atmosphere with over
www.ebu.co.uk

click
link

80% repeat bookers (we didn’t advertise, relying on
word of mouth). David and I also had a bridge school,
aiming to get beginners out playing bridge within a few
weeks. I retired when my parents were both ill and
needed help. Prior to that I had worked in admin and
book-keeping.
What are your favourite bridge books?
When I first started I was lent the Victor Mollo books
and while the bridge was often over my head, they were
such fun and encouraged me to learn more. I have a
real soft spot for books I was lent early on: Right
Through the Pack, Why You Lose at Bridge, Harrison
Gray’s Country Life book etc. Adventures in Card Play is
extraordinary and I like anything by Mike Lawrence.
What are your hobbies?
I love travelling and have been lucky enough to go to
many countries and have many fantastic experiences.
Both Andrew and I love walking/hiking/trekking and
getting as far off the beaten track as possible. We had
an amazing six-day Cradle Mountain trek in Tasmania
last year just under a year after Andrew had a triple
bypass. I love playing tennis and I’m never averse to a
good meal in a restaurant.
What do you like and what would you change in
bridge?
I love bridge, it is endlessly fascinating, and it has
shaped my life in so many ways. I particularly enjoy
match-pointed pairs (fewer people to let down). I am
saddened by the decline in numbers at Brighton in the
last twenty-five years or so. The event seems to have
changed, with only pretty competent players entering
and a much more level standard. This is reflected in
clubs as people find the atmosphere unfriendly and
drop by the wayside when they find they struggle to
finish above average. At least 80% of my friends play
bridge but only about 20% of those play in clubs.
I wish I could enjoy more playing online bridge but
so much of the enjoyment for me is talking face to face
to the other people at the table!
r
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COUNTY NEWS
You will find your County’s ‘Local Results’ (if submitted) and obituaries (in our ‘In Memoriam’
column) in the online magazine (page 68 onwards). These pages are also available as a standalone pdf in the English Bridge Section of the website and at www.ebu.co.uk/ click
documents/magazine/county-extra.pdf. We would also encourage you to visit your County link
website for up-to-date news and results. The websites are given in each county report.
Avon
www.avoncba.org.uk
THE Tollemache final was a disappointment
for the Avon team who managed just one win
and two draws in the seven matches.
In the Western League match vs East Wales
the Avon A team won 16-4, the B team won
17-3 and the C team won 12-8. In the match
against Hereford, however, the A team suffered their first
defeat of the season losing 8-12, whilst the B team won well,
19-1, and the C team lost 5-15.
In the Garden Cities, Avon will be represented by a team
from Bristol Bridge Club. We wish them success in the
Regional Final.
Diary dates: Apr 9, Mixed Pairs. May 17, Handicapped
Pairs and AGM.

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
NATIONAL winners of the EBU British Winter
Sim Pairs on Tuesday 6th January were John
Neville – Jackie Davies who scored 73.57%
playing at Leverstock Green Bridge Club; 997
pairs competed in this heat.
Iain Roberts and Alan Oddie’s team were 3rd overall (1 VP
behind the winners) in the Swiss Teams event at the National
Teams Congress.
Diary dates: this year’s Charity Pairs event is being held at
Wilstead on Sun, Apr 19, starting at 1pm. The AGM, followed
by Sim Pairs, is being held at Wardown Pavilion in Luton on
Thurs May 7, starting at 6pm. Further details of these events
are available on the BBA website.

Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
IN the final of the Tollemache Cup, the intercounty team of eight competition, Berks & Bucks
came 4th, still a very creditable performance after
winning in both the previous two years.
Congratulations to Ed Scerri, runner-up in the
Sunday Telegraph Salver for number of Master Points gained
in 2014 (an award which he won in 2010 and 2011).
In the London Year End Congress, Colin Simpson was 3rd in
the Swiss Pairs; Sally Brock – Barry Myers warmed up with 4th
in the Mixed Pairs and then followed it with winning the Swiss
Teams. Callum McKail, Nigel Wolfendale, Bob Holder and
Phil Thornton were the top all-B&B team in the Swiss Teams
in 9th= place. In the Northern Year End Congress, Nigel Marlow
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(playing with former B&B member, Peter Hall) came 3rd in
the Open Pairs and 4th in the Swiss Pairs.
Bob Holder – Phil Thornton (with Oxon team-mates) were
2nd at the Seniors Trials – just missing the chance to represent
England in the Teltscher Trophy 2015 by a mere 0.3 VP!

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
Congratulations to Howard Basden-Smith and Sue
Rankin on their second place in the Open Pairs at
the EBU Overseas Lanzarote Congress, just failing to
do the double having won the event in Montenegro.

Cornwall
www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
THE Cornish ‘A’ and ‘C’ teams won their Western
League matches against Somerset in February,
and maintain a 100% success rate with three
teams – Avon, East Wales and Hereford – still to
come. The ‘A’ team won by the unusual score of 10-9 after a
lengthy appeal and the ‘C’ team by 13-7.
Neil Harris – Suzanne Warring are the leading qualifiers
from the Wadebridge heat of the National Pairs, and with Rob
Mabley – Mike Booth, Margaret Buckingham – Stephen
Crouch, will go forward to the regional semi-final in Bristol.
Richard Draycott – Jean Law have again decided to play in
Leatherhead.
Diary date: Apr 26, John Perks Cup, Ladock.
Please see the online magazine for county results and
obituary of David Wilman.

Derbyshire
www.bridgewebs.com/derbyshire
PLAYING in the county: details of events
scheduled by our county association can be
found on our website www.bridgewebs.com/
derbyshire; this also contains links to the websites
for all affiliated clubs, so if you are looking to play
bridge in Derbyshire please visit our website (please note our
original website www.dcba.org.uk has been superseded by the
new bridgewebs site above).
Diary dates: our popular Swiss Teams event starts on Apr
1st, all teams welcome. The Midlands Mixed Pairs takes place
at Spondon on Sun May 3, all pairs welcome. This year during
the summer we are running a Swiss Pairs event (fortnightly
over six Wednesdays) starting on May 20, all pairs welcome.
Contact the DCBA secretary (jimparker@totalise.co.uk) if
you are interested in any of the above events.

www.ebu.co.uk

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
THE DBA AGM will take place at the Isca
Centre on Sunday June 14 followed by a Swiss
Teams. Full details will be on the website and
notices at clubs. Nominations and resolutions
must be submitted to the Hon Secretary by May 16. Section
AGMs will also take place – watch local notice boards for
details. As always the county and sections would welcome new
volunteers to help with everything.
Diary dates: Apr 10-12, Devon Congress. Sun May 10,
Graphic Cup. Sun Jun 14, AGM.
Full details of all events and results are on the website.

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
CONGRATULATIONS to Margot WilsonGardner and John Gardner on winning the
Pre-congress Pairs at the Lanzarote Congress.
Diary dates: Apr 19, Gee Trophy (Blue Pointed) Swiss
Teams, Dorchester Bridge Club. May 10, Udall Trophy (Blue
Pointed) Swiss Teams & AGM, Hamworthy Club, Canford
Magna. Jun 21, Dorset Green-pointed Teams, Hamworthy
Club, Canford Magna.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
WE had a good turnout for the Really Easy Pairs
afternoon satellite event in Essex. Congratulations
to our three highest placed pairs: 2nd, Chas Moore
– Monica Watters; 7th, Premdat Hariram – Les
Woolard; 8th, Linda and Vaughn Jenkins.
Congratulations to Chris Chorley, Paddy Murray, Richard
Perryman, Michael Wren who were 6th in the National Teams
Congress.
At the Lanzarote Congress, well done to George and
Maureen Vede who were 3rd in the Mixed Pairs, and to Gad
Chadha who was in the 2nd-placed team in the Swiss Teams.
British Winter Sims: Monday (946 pairs): 10th, Peter
Williamson – Derek Stewart; 13th, Bernie Hunt – Paul
Mollison; 17th, Richard Register – Tanya Genthe. Wednesday
(986 pairs): 15th, Paul Spencer – Marc Chawner; 16th,
Yvonne Dias – Allan Greenstein.
Bridge England Pairs: Wednesday (228 pairs): 8th, Chris
Taylor – Steve Cade-Bowyer. WBF Charity Pairs: Thursday
(330 pairs): 7th, Keith Nicoll – Graham Allen.
Diary dates: Apr 12, County Pairs. May 10, Collier Row Open
Swiss Teams. May 16, AGM. May 20, Essex Mixed Teams.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
Lanzarote Overseas Congress: Karen Dewar – Adrian
Fontes (2nd in the Swiss Pairs) and Rosalind
Concanon – Gordon Clarke (3rd in the Open
Pairs).
East Wales Congress Swiss Teams: Miles Cowling – John
Dakin (joint 2nd).
Bridge England Sim Pairs, Wednesday heat: Margaret and
Budd Abbot on IOW (6th).
Diary dates: Apr 12, Pottage Final, Romsey. Apr 26, Philip
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Graham Blue-pointed Swiss Teams, IoW. Jun 7, AGM and
Ranked Pairs, Romsey; entries via HIOW website or Steve
Preston ( 02380 702934. May 17, HIOW Green-pointed
Swiss Teams, Andover; entries to Marian Rudd, marian@
marian37.plus.com or ( 01264 333847.

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
SO far, this has been a good year in the Western League. With
four of the seven matches played, the C Team are undefeated,
and the A Team have only had one narrow defeat. Let’s hope
this good form continues.
The Gloucestershire & Herefordshire Green Pointed Swiss
Pairs and Swiss Teams will be held this year on July 18 and 19
at the Larruperz Centre, Ross-on-Wye. Entry forms are on
both counties’ websites.
Full results of all county competitions are on our website.
Diary dates: Apr 10, Inter-club Teams Round 5, 7pm,
Ledbury. Apr 25, Avocet Teams, 10am, Brooms Green. May
11, Next Step Pairs (Restricted), 7pm, Much Birch. July 18-19
Gloucestershire & Herefordshire Green Point Events, Larruperz Centre, Ross-on-Wye.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
COUNTY matches: all three teams won their
matches against Suffolk. Team A won 11-9,
Team B won 14-6 and Team C won 13-7.
Diary dates: Apr 12, Desmond Flockhart
Trophy, 12 noon. Apr 14, Seniors Pairs (inc.
lunch), 11am. Apr 24, Club Cadet Teams, 7.30pm. Apr 26,
Championship Finals, 12 noon. The AGM followed by a Swiss
Pairs will take place on Sun May 17 at 12 noon. All these
events will be at the Bridge Centre WGC.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
READ the latest archive biographies now on the
website, Frere Allnut and Denis O’Donovan.
Contact Phil Jones, KCBA Archivist, if you have
any archive information.
Diary dates: Sun Apr 12, George Griffiths Cup
(Kent Seniors Pairs Championship), 11am, Tunbridge Wells.
Sun May 17, Green-pointed Swiss Teams Maidstone Leisure
Centre, 1pm. Sun July 12, Phillimore Cup (Kent Swiss Pairs
Championship) and KCBA AGM, 11am, Tunbridge Wells.

Lancashire
www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
CONGRATULATIONS to Jeff Smith – Jackie Pye
on finishing 2nd in the Northern End of Year
Congress Swiss Pairs. They were also runners-up in
the Swiss Teams with Alan and Kath Nelson.
Stuart Clarke – Bill Carr were 3rd in the Swiss Pairs and
Austin Barnes, Stuart Norris, Rod Greenhalgh and Des King
were 3rd in the Swiss Teams.
Lancashire finished 6th in the final of the Tollemache. The
team was Austin Barnes, Stuart Norris, Jeff Smith, Jackie Pye,
John Brearley, Ross Shine, Paul Hepworth, Rick Bentley, Bill
Alston and Colin Mitchell.
Lancashire will be represented in the Corwen by Nick and
Sue Woodcock, Paul Evans – Alan Whittam, John Brearley –
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Ross Shine and Andrew Lum – David Costich.
Bolton Bridge Club will represent the county in the Garden
Cities.
Diary dates: Apr 12, Sowerby Cup, Lancaster. May 3, LCBA
Swiss Pairs, Brierfield. May 10, Blackburn Swiss Pairs,
Blackburn. May 18, LCBA AGM, Bolton. May 25, Bolton
Spring Bank Holiday Swiss Teams, Bolton.

Leicestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
GOLD Cup: Jim Mason’s team with Paul
Bowyer, Duncan Happer, Hugh McGann, Alan
Mould and Les Steel reached the semi-final and
only lost to the eventual winners, the Allfrey
team, by a margin of 6 IMPs. Nick Stevens’ team had also lost
to the Allfrey team in the quarter-final round.
Recent County Teams results: vs Nottingham, 1st team lost
9-11, 2nd team drew 10-10, 3rd team won 18-2; vs Oxfordshire, 1st team lost 3-17, 2nd team lost 2-18, 3rd team lost
2-18. Current league positions are: 1st team (Dawes League) –
8th place; 2nd team (Porter Cup) – 6th place; 3rd team
(Markham Trophy) – 4th= place.
Diary dates: May 6, Hyman Crammer Pairs, Rothley. May
13, Joyce Cup Pivot Teams, Greenfields. Jun 10, LCBA AGM &
Prize Presentations, Greenfields.

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
DIARY dates: Sun Apr 12, Veteran Pairs, Dunholme Village
Hall; minimum total age of each pair is 125 years with the
youngest player in each pair being at least 60 years old; cost is
£5 per player. Sun May 10, Allcomers Duplicate Pairs, 1.30pm,
Dunholme Village Hall.

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk

Photo: EBU

CONGRATULATIONS to Anita Sinclair who won
the Lady Milne trials and will be part of the
England team, and to Kath Stynes – Hannah
Cornfield who came 3rd and will play in the EBU
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team in the Lady Milne. Well done to Susanna Gross – Frank
To, winners of the London Year End Swiss Teams with Andy
Bowles – Shireen Mohandes 2nd. Also to David Gold who
won the Year End Open Pairs with Phil King 3rd, and to Anne
Catchpole, second in the Year End Mixed Pairs. David Gold
also won the National PAB Teams, with Brian Callaghan and
Ben Green 2nd.
Diary dates: Sun Apr 19, London Trophy Pairs, RAC. Tue
Apr 21, Café Bridge, Tonsleys. Sun Apr 26, Fox Shammon
Seniors Pairs, Queen’s Club. Sun Jun 14, London Trophy
finals, RAC.

Manchester
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to John Holland who
has won the Sunday Telegraph Salver for the
most Master Points accumulated in the
calendar year 2014. John also won this award
in 2009, 2012 and 2013.
John Holland and Jason Hackett were part of the team that
won the prestigious NEC Cup in Japan in February (see page 36).
Manchester (Michael Byrne, Michael Newman, Jeff Morris,
John Hassett, Alec Smalley, Tom Slater, Gary Hyett, Alan
Mould and Ollie Burgess) were runners-up in the final of the
Tollemache. The result hinged on the last match when the two
leading teams of Manchester and Middlesex played each
other.
At the Lanzarote Congress Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield
won the Swiss Pairs, then went on to complete the double by
winning the Swiss Teams with Joy and Irving Blakey.
Diary dates: Sun Apr 26, Higson Cup and Plate Finals,
1pm, MBC. May 27, Annual General Meeting, 7.30pm,
Altrincham BC.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
CHESTER Congress results: in the Pairs, the
main final was won by Rodney Lighton –
John Currie, with Dan Crofts – Gary Hyett
2nd. The Consolation event went to Gillian
McMullen – Neil Thomas, with Stuart Matthews – Mark
Weeks runners-up. The winners of the Swiss Teams were Ian

2015 Tollemache Cup winners, the Middlesex team.
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Bates, Martin Cuthill, Geoff Paddle, Laurence Stone
In the East Wales Teams Congress, David Stevenson and Liz
Commins were members of the team that finished as
runners-up.
In the Manchester Congress, Merseyside players Tracy
Capal, Bob Pitts and Ted Reveley were, with Liz Muir,
members of the team that finished 3rd in the main final.
In the Northern Year End Congress, Peter Hall finished 4th
with partner Nigel Marlow (Berkshire).
Diary dates: Apr 26, Preece Rosebowl, Blundellsands BC.
May 17, John Armstrong Trophy (GP Swiss Pairs), MBC. May
30-31, Dublin match, Deva BC. June 11, Jim Davies Swiss
Teams, Heswall BC

Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to (left to right in the
photo on previous page) Ian Pagan, Thor Erik
Hoftaniska, Tony Waterlow (captain), Waseem
Naqvi, Tom Paske, Neil Rosen, Victor Silverstone,
Martin Jones, Simon Cope and Jeremy Dhondy
on winning the EBU Tollemache Cup for interclub teams of eight.
Congratulations to Jonathan Harris, Steve Capal, Steve
Root and Andrew Sobell on winning the EBU National Swiss
Teams. Jeremy Dhondy came 2nd in the Point-a-Board Teams.
In the London Year End Congress, Jerry Harouni – Waseem
Naqvi came 2nd in the Swiss Pairs, as did David Sherman and
Peter Hasenson in the Swiss Teams. Ian Pagan – Catherine
Seale came third in the Mixed Pairs.
Diary dates: Apr 26, Seniors Teams, Pinner BC. May 17,
Ranked Masters Pairs, 2pm, Pinner BC. June 1st, MCBA
AGM, 6.45pm, followed by the Committee Cup at 8pm, The
Bridge Academy, HA8 5PQ.
Please visit the county website which has an extensive
competitions calendar: www.middlesexbridge.co.uk

welcome all appropriate support from members.
Diary dates: Tue May 19, NEBA AGM, 6.30pm, Castle
Morpeth BC; all members are invited to attend, with
duplicate bridge to follow the business meeting. The 2015
NEBA Congress is again to be held in the splendid bridge
facility at the Marriott Metro-Centre Hotel on November 6-8;
all main events, Saturday Swiss Pairs and Sunday Swiss Teams,
will be Green-pointed.

Northamptonshire
www.bridgewebs.com/northants/
ON Sunday April 12 we shall be holding the
Alastair Brodie Memorial Trophy. The event will
be Pairs in the afternoon with Teams in the
evening, team-mates being determined by your
position in the afternoon Pairs. This year’s trophies will be
presented at this event rather than at the AGM, which will be
on Wednesday April 15 at Kettering Bridge Club.
In the Eastern Counties League match against Essex, the A
team won 15-5, the B team won 16-4 and the C team won
20-0.
Diary dates: Sun Apr 12, Alastair Brodie Memorial Trophy,
Kettering. Wed Apr 15, County AGM, Kettering. Wed May 6,
Fixtures Meeting, Kettering.

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
IN the first match of 2015, vs Leicestershire,
Notts won the Dawes 11-9, drew 10-10 in the
Porter and lost the Markham 2-18. In the final
match of the season, vs Derbyshire, Notts at last
showed signs of improvement winning the
Dawes match 12-8 and the Porter by a maximum 20-0. In the
Markham we lost 6-14.

Oxfordshire
Norfolk

www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk

www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
IN early February we travelled to Bedford for the
Eastern Counties League match; our B team
managed a close win – the others lost heavily.
Must do better against Suffolk; the match is just
after this report goes to press.
Diary date: Sun Apr 19, North Walsham Trophy, 2pm,
Costessey Centre.

North East
www.neba.co.uk
WE are pleased to announce that Roger Chappel,
Secretary of Hurworth Bridge Club, has agreed to
take on the role of County Youth Officer; his
primary aim will be to develop the playing of
bridge in the schools of the North-East area. Roger will

WELL done to Robert Procter and Mike
Robinson’s team who were 2nd at the Seniors
Trials for the Teltscher Trophy.
Oxfordshire’s Laura Covill was a member of the
England Under-25 Women’s team who came 2nd
in the Channel Trophy.
At the Manchester Congress, Ed Jones came 3rd in the Swiss
Pairs and 4th in the Swiss Teams final.
Oxfordshire pairs did well in the British Winter Simultaneous Pairs: David Bygott – Peter Russell were 2nd in the
Monday heat, and Peter Finbow – Martin Neal were 3rd in the
Wednesday heat.
At the Hants & Isle of Wight Candlestick Swiss Pairs, John
Gunn – Norman Gascoyne came 2nd.
The Oxfordshire Congress is being held in Woodstock on
June 13-14 (see advertisement on page 12). Further information is on the county website.

MASTER-POINT PROMOTIONS
The latest list can be found at
www.ebu.co.uk/masterpoint-promotions
www.ebu.co.uk

click
link
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Diary dates: Sun Apr 12, OBA Beck Cup. Sun Apr 26, OBA
County Pairs Final. Sun May 10, OBA Mixed Pairs. Sun May
17, Summertown Blue Pointed Swiss Pairs.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Dave Latchem, Sheila
Coda, Bill Rowe and Rodney Marks who came 2nd
in the National Swiss Teams on a tie break. A very
creditable performance.
Diary dates: Apr 9, 13 and 17, Pairs League. Apr
24, County League. May 17, County Percentage Final. Jun 14,
AGM, Woolavington.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
JUSTIN Hackett was in the winning team in the
National Point-a-board Teams having also qualified in first place. In the NEC Cup in Japan Jason
Hackett’s team virtually led the twelve-round
qualification from the start. They then won their quarter-final
and semi-final, and held on to win the final by 3 IMPs and
collect the $12,000 first prize.
Diary dates: Apr 11-12, Shropshire Green-pointed
Congress at the Park Inn Telford; Pairs Apr 11, Teams Apr 12;
also on Apr 12 there will be a No Fears Pairs tournament open
to less experienced players. Apr 14, Ladies’ and Men’s Pairs,
Wolverhampton BC.
Information and entries to all events via Judy Mitchell
mitchellmj@btinternet.com or ( 01743 235374.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
EVENTS to look forward to include the Club
Teams of Four at Pakenham on Apr 26 and the
Clare Swiss Pairs at Lavenham on May 10.
Our AGM is at Pakenham on May 17 and will be followed
by the AGM Pairs with free entry and tea for all AGM
attendees.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
MARIETTA Andree – Janet Cahm qualified via the
trials to play for the EBU team in the Lady Milne.
A team containing Frances Hinden and Graham
Osborne reached the semi-finals of the prestigious
NEC tournament in Japan.
Two Wimbledon pairs did well in the Tuesday heat of the
Bridge England Sim Pairs: Robert Simpson – Timothy Pelling

April 20th is the closing date
for the submission of county
reports for the next issue of
English Bridge.
Please e-mail: elena@ebu.co.uk
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were the leading pair nationally with Jonathan Hawes –
Robert Yates 3rd.
Nearly fifty children participated in the Surrey’s Schools
Annual Bridge Event. The joint winners in Minibridge Pairs
were Rufus Smith – Blake Pearce (Claremont Fan Court) and
Jasmine Nobbs – Aidan Fellows (Weydon), while the Teams
was won by the St Paul’s ‘B’ team of Quentin Gueroult,
Roman Evans, Max Groeller and Carlo Mancini.
Diary dates: Sun Apr 26, Friendly Teams, Ripley. Sun Jun
14, AGM Swiss Pairs, Ripley. Start time 1pm. Enter via the
Surrey web site or contact: Frances Trebble ( 01252 679883
or email f.trebble@ntlworld.com

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Stephen Kennedy who
was picked to play for England with partner Laura
Covill in the Home International Peggy Bayer Trophy
Under-20 event.
It is also with some pride that SCCBA records that
Alan Jeffery attained on Christmas Eve 2014 his
coming of age, namely his 100th birthday (see February 2015
issue, page 42). Well done!
Following our successful lottery application, SCCBA is
pleased to announce that we will be offering free bridge
tuition to all those of school age in Sussex at various club
venues – see the county website for details.
Diary dates: Apr 10-12, SCCBA Spring Congress
(incorporating the AGM), Uckfield Civic Centre. Apr 26,
Eastbourne Open Swiss Teams, Eastbourne BC. May 10,
SCCBA Basic Bridge Pairs, Eastbourne BC. Entry details and
more information can be found on the SCCBA website.

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
WARWICK University recently hosted the InterUniversity Bridge Festival helped by WCBA, West
Mids and Coventry bridge clubs. Seven university
teams were joined by a Warwicks team of three
youngsters and one not so young. This team won
the event beating the London School of Economics (and
winners of the Festival itself) into 2nd place. Many
congratulations to Andy Cope, Megan Jones, Liz Gahan, and
Darren Evetts on this achievement. The LSE team were Yifei
Zheng, Keith Lai, Tongzhou He, and Benedict Pang.
Diary dates: Sun Apr 12, Julia Mills Pairs, 1.30pm, Rugby.
Sun Apr 19, Fledgling Pairs, 1pm and Introductory Pairs,
1.45pm; both events at West Mids, entry via clubs only. Sun
May 3, Arden Charity Swiss Teams, 1.45pm. Tues May 12 and
Thurs May 14, Charity Simultaneous Pairs, various clubs. Sun
May 17, Green Point Swiss Pairs, 12 noon, Coventry. All
details on the county website www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk

Worcestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
THE Northern Year End Congress provided Worcestershire with some notable successes, Nick and
Steph Forward winning the Mixed Pairs and Nick,
playing with Dennis Loynes, coming 3rd in the
Swiss Pairs.
In the Midland Counties League, Worcestershire delivered a
consistent and creditable performance, despite being unable

www.ebu.co.uk

to repeat last season’s successes. The First Team finished 3rd in
the Dawes Trophy with the Second and Third Teams achieving
fourth place in the Porter and Markham Trophies respectively.
The AGM will be held on May 18 at Cutnall Green Village
Hall and all county members are invited to attend and play in
the bridge event after the meeting.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
AS reported in the February edition of English
Bridge (page 30), Graham Jepson was the recipient
of one of the EBU’s Silver Awards for 2014.
Graham has also been nominated as a VicePresident of the YCBA, both honours being well
deserved.
Leeds-based Phil Morrison has been selected for Scotland
for the Camrose Trophy home internationals; congratulations
to him. With Alexander Wilkinson, Phil finished 3rd in the
Swiss Pairs at the London Year End Congress.
Richard Pike, David Waxman, Gill Copeland and Steve
Blackburn were the winners of the Swiss Teams at the
Northern Year End Congress.
At the EBU’s Lanzarote Congress, Sandy Davies – Carole
Kelly were members of the team finishing 2nd in the Swiss
Teams. They were also 4th in the Swiss Pairs.
Diary dates: Apr 10-12, Scarborough Congress. Apr 15,
Nelson Rose Bowl, Harrogate. Apr 26, Yorkshire Mixed Pairs,
Bradford. May 10, Leeds Swiss Pairs. May 12, Yorkshire
Individual, Wakefield. May 29-31, Yorkshire Congress, Cairn
Hotel, Harrogate.
r

ENGLISH RIVIERA
CONGRESS
3 – 5 July 2015
Riviera Centre, Torquay

Green
points

THE 2014 MASTER POINT
ANNUAL COMPETITIONS
THE NATIONAL
LEADER BOARD
CONGRATULATIONS to John
Holland who has won the Sunday Telegraph Salver for the
most Master Points accumulated
in the calendar year for the
fourth time.
John, who also won this award
in 2009, 2012 and 2013, gained
a total of 28,824 points in 2014.
Ed Scerri, highest points-earner in 2010 and 2011,
was second with 24,510 points. Derek Oram was
third with 23,665.
John Durden remains atop the all-time list of
Master Point winners, though Derek has reduced
his lead to around 74,000.

GOLD POINT RANKING
In the Gold Point ranking list
David Gold (perhaps suitably)
reclaimed top spot with 102.48
points. John Holland is second,
with 100.60, and both are well
clear of the rest of the list. Andrew Robson, Tony Forrester
and Alexander Allfrey complete
the top five. Gold points are
awarded for any performance in a single event
which merits an award of 5 Green Points or more.
Gold Points devalue at the rate of 20% of their original value per annum (so, after five years, any Gold
Point award has devalued down to zero) so are
often used as an indicator of current form.

CLUB CHAMPIONS
PRIZE DRAW

Swiss Teams (two sessions)
and Swiss Pairs (three sessions)
EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

EBU Accommodation Booking Service

( 0800 0346 246

www.ebu.co.uk

The winners of the Club Champions prize draw
have also been selected. Club Champions are those
who won the most Master Points in events held at
each club. The winner was Chris Chowney of Rosson-Wye Bridge Club who receives £400. David
Brace of Hutton Duplicate Bridge Club was drawn
in second and wins £200, and John Copson of Afternoon Bridge Club wins £100 for being drawn
third.
The full Master Point lists for 2014, includ- click
ing a breakdown by county, can be link
accessed at www.ebu.co.uk/mpreports/?
year=2014
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Landmark Promotions
November 2014 – February 2015
Congratulations to
the newly promoted
Premier Grand Masters:
Mr PG King, London
Nr N Selway, Kent

Congratulations to
the newly promoted
Grand Masters:
Mr AP Allfrey, Middlesex
Mrs CJN Fisher, Warwicks
Mr J Halliwell, Lancashire

Mrs M Stagg
Jackie Tennant
Mr G Wasdall
Mr Bob Williams
Mrs Marjorie Williams

Cambs & Hunts
Master
Mr Adam Bowden
Mr G Kendall
Mrs A Theakston
Mr D Waldman

Channel Islands
Master

Dr SE Kennewell,Worcs

Mrs J Crispini
Jill Wills

Mr G Kenyon, Yorks

Cornwall

Miss M McCabe, NEBA
Mr P Radley, Yorks
Mrs J White, Manchester
Mr WD White,Manchester

Master
Mr Norman Banfield
Mr Jim Barton
Mrs E Clout
Carolyn Fraser
Mr Daniel Orchard

Cumbria
Regional Master
Landmark Masterpoint
Promotions
November 2014 – February
2015

Dorset

Kent

Regional Master

Premier Grand Master

Mr A Barnett

Mr N Selway

Master

Master

Mrs Ann Beeson
Mr Keith Beeson
Mrs Barbara Davies
Mr Mark Harrison
Mr Tom Holdsworth

Mrs A Banks
Mrs Diana Beamish
Mr J Bryan
Mr R Cave
Mr John Drury
Mr Graham Evans
Mrs Gill Flanagan
Mrs M Gamble
Mr Keith Hemstalk
Mrs CA Hughes
Mrs Barbara Jackson
Mrs MG Keir
Mrs Ann Laidler
Mr Jim Laidler
Mrs J Martin
Mrs Ruth Minshall
Mr Robert Morton
Mrs Pamela Pettigrew
Mrs CE Plumpton
Mr DE Price
Mrs CE Symons
Mr Mark Symons
Mrs Joyce Thomas

Essex
Regional Master
Mr GG Allen

Master
Mrs Jacqui Chesler
Mrs Lyn Gray
Mr Christopher Lloyd
Iris Robinson
Mr Colin Ryan
Mr JE Sargent
Mr Frans Vas Nunes
Mr L Woolard

Gloucestershire
Regional Master

Mrs S Rogerson

Angelos Agathangelou

Master

Master

Mr George Bullamore
Mrs J Roberts

Mrs SA Byers
Mr J Chaplin
Mrs A Ingram

Avon

Derbyshire

Regional Master

Life Master

Hants and I.O.W.

Mr TJA Butler

Mr R Gembicki

Regional Master

Master

Master

Mrs M Stothard

Master

Mr D Clarke
Mr Thomas Davies
Mr O Espitalier-Noel
Mrs Pauline Hart
Ms Josephine Mitchell
Mr Simon Rye
Mr John Whiting
Mrs M Williams

Bedfordshire

Dr J Bakshi
Mr Peter Elks
Mr A Margree
Mr AJH Martin
Mrs M Robinson
Mr Raymond Sellars
Peter Smith
Mr R Straw
Mrs VM Straw

Master

Devon

Mr P Garthwaite
Dr K Rickson

Master

Berks & Bucks
Life Master
Mr P Cockayne

Regional Master
Mr C Shambrook

Master
Mr J Coleman
Mr Philip Ewen
Mr Brian Heath
Mrs P Hopper
Maura Houlihan
Mr K Jones
Mr Ian MacGregor
Mrs S Reid
Mrs AM Smith
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Ms SE Allen
Mrs Tricia Brine
Mr David Cooke
Mr Stephen Francis
Ms JE Harrison
David Murphy
Mrs Jean Padmore
Miss JE Pinnock
Mr Colin Ralphs
Mrs B Rennie
Debbie Robertson Bond
Mr CJ Smitheman
Mr Alan White

Direct
Master
Mr K Castner

Mr Alan Burgess
Mr WJ Davies
Mr C Garrod
Mrs R Moore
Mr Charles Nixon

Herefordshire
Life Master
Mr CG Chowney

Master

Lancashire
Grand Master
Mr J Halliwell

Regional Master
Miss AE Atkinson
Mr A Butler

Master
Mr David Caygill
Mr Geoffrey Clegg
Mrs Ruth Evans
Mr J Firth
Mr N Hinton
Mrs M Holme
Mrs Sheila Judd
Mr Don Pitchers
Mr DJ Quick
Mr S Terry

Mr Ralph Roberts
Mrs JM Thomson

Leicester

Hertfordshire

Life Master

Master

Mrs S Bowyer

Mr KG Ashman
Mr Ken Bains
Mrs Maeve Boultwood
Mr Simon Carter
Ms LA Chester
Mr CG Corns
Joe Coulson
Mr David Green
Mrs J McEvoy
Mr Denis O’Brien
Mr Anthony Osborne
Mr Terry Sidey

Regional Master
Mrs LA Stone

Master
Mr G Conway
Ian Grudgings
Ms D Kettle
Mr Paul Loveday
Mr Doug Walton

Lincolnshire
Master
Dr Charles Hoyle
Mr Ken Thomas

www.ebu.co.uk

London

Mrs MA Smith

Mr P Whetton

Life Master

Premier Grand Master

Master

Master

Mr PG King

John Copson
Mrs SJ Falgate
Mrs S Hinks
Mr Kevan Mann
Mrs Dorothy Thorn
Mrs Wendy Turner
Ernest von Roretz
Kate Walshe

Jackie Chester
Mr M L Debenham
Cleopatra Hensby
Mr John Hooper
Dr John Symons
Diane Whitley
Mr Ed Winkworth
Dr KP Yates

Mr C Lang
Mrs E Lang
Mr PJ Nicholds

North East

Surrey

Grand Master

Life Master

Life Master
Mr SS Gillis

Regional Master
Mr T Nonnenmacher

Master
Mr Glyn Alsworth
Mr M Atkinson-Zahm
Ms H Bickerstaff
Mr C Dabezies
Mr S Di Bello
Mr ND Payne
Mrs H Stewart
Ms D Thompson

Manchester
Grand Master
Mr WD White
Mrs J White

Life Master
Mr A Smalley

Regional Master
Mrs S Massey
Sean Mekie

Master
Miss A Birchall
Mr PG Brough
Mr Hari Gohil
Mr DS Hill
Mrs L Hubbard
Miss J Jury
Mrs Nina Lee
Mr James Sheppard
Mr M Strange
Mr F Wetton

Merseyside/Cheshire
Regional Master

Miss M McCabe

Regional Master
Mr GF Young

Master
Mr D Bowling
Mr D Brook
Chris Griffiths
Mrs S Hall
Eddie Moore
Mrs Margaret Thompson
Mrs C Wigham

Northamptonshire
Regional Master
Miss H Bailey

Master
Mr Bob Braines
Mr Colin Cramphorn
Mr Paul Denton
Mr Roger Dunkley
Mr Alex Murison
Mr John Prior

Nottinghamshire
Master
Mr R Kowalczyk
Mrs Georgina Lyons
Mr Jim Lyons
Mrs M Sergeant

Mr L Stone
Mr GL Thomas

Oxford

Master

Regional Master

Mr Colin Bate
Mr J Gibb
Mr Graham Roberts
Dr Ian Taylor
Dr Russ Whelan

Mr James Anderson
Dr M R Hancock

Middlesex
Grand Master
Mr AP Allfrey

Regional Master

Master
Mrs P Belloni
Mr D Boulton
Miss L E Covill
Mr Christopher Earl
Mr S Fox
Mr N Igoe

Mr G R Diamond

Somerset

Master

Master

Mr David Carhart
Mr RE Davies
Prof Ali El-Agraa
Mrs M Patel
Mrs G Sheth
Mr S Skorchev
Linda Wald
Mrs S Young

Norfolk
Regional Master
Mr A Brown
Mr G Grist
Mrs J Pamplin
Mr M Pamplin
Mr Rob Richardson
Mrs RST Richardson
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Mrs Louise Hobhouse
Mr Trevor Lewis
Mrs HL Lilly
Mrs MV Lund
Mr Thomas Morgan
Mrs A Pike

Staffs & Shropshire
Master
Dr Mike Ingle
Mrs Rosie Ingle
Mrs R Jessop
Maureen Kenny
Mr P Laughlin

Mr PW Mumford

Regional Master
Mr PR Archer
Mr RH Buxton
Mr R Eddleston
Mr CE Lemon
Mrs M Samani
Dr RB Simonis

Regional Master
Mr E Legg
Mr AB Patel
Mr NJ Wain
Mr DG Werry

Master
Mr Balbir Chand
Dr Steve Clarkson
Mr M Cosh
Geoff Evans
Ms PA Jarvis
Mr WM Johnson
David Reed
Mr L Sayer
Mr LF Smith
Mrs Mary Wilson

Master

Westmorland

Mrs D Boatman
Dr J Carpenter
Mrs FC Clark
Mrs S Coldbeck
Mr MH Davies
Mrs Anne East
Mr JW Ellis-Gittins
Mrs S Found
Mrs Wendy Gilbert
Ms M Hutchinson
Mr Richard Hutchison
Mrs Jillian Lister
Mrs G MacNeill
Mrs Valerie Ovington
Mr Mark Rackham
Mr Roger Routledge
Mr I Schofield
Mrs Susan Sinclair
Mr David Stallan
Mr Michael Tinsley
Mrs K Verwiel-Marks
Mrs Ann Walker
Mrs P Watson

Regional Master
Mr RH Gregory

Master
Mr I Hatton
Brian Smith

Wiltshire
Life Master
Mr R McMurray

Regional Master
Mr S Lawrence
Mr P Nandi

Master
Mr Nigel Lewis
Mrs M Loudoun
Mrs A Spragge
Mrs Ros Wilcox

Worcester
Grand Master
Dr SE Kennewell

Life Master
Mr RC Rutter

Regional Master

Sussex

Miss WM Packwood

Master

Master

Mr Jeremy Attwood
Mr Harry Bailey
Mr JM Blume
Mr CCA Coote
Mr AJ Crawford
Mrs JLS Forrester
Mrs Rosemary Friggins
Mrs Claire Grimes
Mr BC Holding
Ms Edith Jeffery
Ms HAT Lott
Ms C Lowers
Gillian Mayhew
Mr Jack Pryer
Mr B Sowton
Mrs Pippa Turner
Mr M Wallwork
Miss LA Way
Mrs C Wickham

Mrs A Ball
Mr CD Chadwick

Suffolk

Warwickshire

Regional Master

Grand Master

Mr PT Brown

Mrs CJN Fisher

Yorkshire
Grand Master
Mr G Kenyon
Mr P Radley

Master
Mr Don Atkinson
Mr Robert Blackburn
Mrs Wendy Britt
Mrs S Brown
Mr M Brumby
Dr TD Chandran
Mrs J English
Mr A Grace
Mr CA Hall
Ms SE Hutley
Mr T Johnson
Mr DJ Longley
Mrs A Mackman
Mrs P Mitchell
Mr NB Peck
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Club Bidding Quiz
Answers to Questions on Page 36
Hand 1
´ A K J 10 5
™ J 10 2
tJ753
®6

W

1

N
1NT

E
Pass

S
2™1

?
Transfer to spades

Pass. If the opponents bid your
suit, usually you just have to pass
and hope they bid too high. The same applies here
when they show your suit with a transfer bid. If you
overcall 2´, partner will not take it as a natural.

Hand 2
´ J7
™6
tAKQJ954
®J73

W
?

N

E

W

N

E
4´

W
Pass
?

N
1®
1NT

link

E
1´
2t

S
Pass
Pass

2´. At pairs, you do not wish to
play in the lower-scoring diamond suit. Assuming that 2´ makes, you would
need to make two more tricks playing in diamonds
for a diamond contract to score better. You expect to
have an eight-card fit in either suit.

S

3NT. If you play a gambling 3NT
opening, this describes your hand
nicely. You have a solid minor
suit and very little outside. If
partner has a reasonable hand, 3NT may make. If
not, opening 3NT has a pre-emptive effect on the
opponents.

Hand 3
´ A7
™ A Q 10 7 5 2
tAQ6
®AJ

Hand 4
´ 10 8 7
™ J962
tQJ63
®Q6

click

by Julian Pottage

Hand 5
´ AKJ743
™ 10 3
t5
®K972

W
1´
?

Hand 6
´ KQ9
™ Q 10 8
t 10 4
®AJ983

W
?

N
Dble

E
Pass

S
2™

2´. Vulnerable and facing a hand
unable to respond, a slight risk
attaches to the bid. The upsides
to bidding are to compete if it is a part-score deal and
to make it hard for North to make an invitational
raise to 3™. With a good six-card suit and some
shape, bidding 2´ must be the percentage action.

S
Pass

?

4NT. You could just blast 6´.
However, partner's vulnerable
pre-empt could include eight
semi-solid spades and a red king on the side. Such a
hand would give you thirteen tricks. It costs nothing
to bid 4NT with the intention of following on with
5NT to see whether you can find out.

N

E

S

1NT. Do not worry about the
five-card suit or the losing
doubleton. You have a balanced
hand with 12 points – and a nice
12 points at that. Playing a weak no-trump, the 1NT
opening describes your hand well.
r

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, JOYCE!
Joyce Styles celebrated her 100th Birthday in December. She was a founder
member of the Ascot Bridge Club in the early 1970s and played regularly until
2001, when her sight deteriorated until she was no longer able to see the cards.
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Online Extra
The Junior Page Dominant in Wales – by Kyle Lam

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer West.
´ A97
™42
t Q 10 9 8 4 2
®43
J653
´ Q842
N
95
™QJ86
W
E
J76
t5
S
K862
® Q J 10 9
´ K 10
™ A K 10 7 3
tAK3
®A75

www.ebu.co.uk

West

North
East
South
Illingworth
Norton
Pass
Pass
Pass
2®
Pass
2t
Pass
2NT1
Pass
4´2
Pass
5®3
4
Pass
5™
Pass
5NT5
Pass
6t
All Pass
1
22-24 balanced; 2 Mild slam try in diamonds;
3
RKCB agreeing diamonds; 4 One key card;
5
Asking for extras.
Photo: Michael Byrne

THIS year it was the turn of the Welsh Bridge Union
to host the annual junior competitions between
England, Scotland, the Republic of Ireland,
Northern Ireland and, for the first time in four
years, Wales. The competition was held on the south
coast of Wales in the town of Porthcawl. England
arrived as defending champions in both the Junior
Camrose and Peggy Bayer, the Under-25 and Under20 competitions respectively, and both teams were
certainly keen to come away with the trophies.
Our juniors once again were dominant amongst
the home nations. In the U20 competition, the team
of Freddie Illingworth, Ben Norton, Laura Covill,
Steven Kennedy, Nick Dean and Sam Behrens, NPC
Michael Byrne, won every match to finish 28 VPs
clear of second-placed Republic of Ireland. Things
were slightly closer in the U25 series, where after the
first of two round robins, England led by 5 VPs.
However, a clean sweep in the latter half of the
competition, including two near-maximum scores,
resulted in England surging to a 19 VP margin over
runners-up Scotland. Congratulations to the team
of Tom Paske, Shivam Shah, Alex Roberts, James
Paul, Michael Alishaw and Toby Nonnenmacher,
NPC Jon Cooke.
The deal below is from the U20 competition and
sees Freddie Illingworth and Ben Norton take on
the hosts, Wales:

Toby Nonnenmacher, Freddie Illingworth and
Ben Norton take a break from play.
Ben Norton upgraded the South hand to 22-24
balanced and Freddie Illingworth bid 4´ which
showed a mild slam try in diamonds. Now Ben,
realising the suitability of his hand opposite this, bid
5®, which was Roman Key-card Blackwood for
diamonds. Partner showed one key card with the
bid of 5™ and now Ben bid 5NT asking for extras.
When Freddie bid 6t, Ben passed this, realising
that, although 7t may have thirteen tricks if the
hearts could be ruffed good, the other room may
stop in a game. As you can see on the layout, 7t
needed too much and 6t was an excellent spot. The
Welsh pair in the other room stopped in 3NT and
this was a well-deserved 9 IMPs to England after an
excellent auction.
The next step for our Juniors will be Amsterdam,
for the White House competition. This will be the
last stop before the pinnacle of the Junior cycle, the
European Youth Team Championships this July. r
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Online Extra
Rules & Maxims The Rule of 2 & 3 – by Michael Byrne
RATING HHHHH
What is it?
The Rule of 2 and 3 (also called the Rule of 500)
states that when you are vulnerable you should be
within two tricks of your pre-emptive contract, and
when you are non-vulnerable you should be within
three tricks of your contract, the idea behind this
being that 500 is about the same score as your
opponents’ game.
So following the Rule of 2
´ K Q 10 9 7 6 4
and 3 you would open this
™ 43
hand with a bid of 3´ if nont65
vulnerable, and a weak 2´ if
®75
vulnerable.
When does it apply?
It applies when you are considering a pre-emptive
opening in first or second seat. In third seat you are
allowed to throw caution to the wind (especially
non-vulnerable) since your partner has already
passed.
Why does it work?
This rule is a very simple guideline and is not
designed to be a royal command.
It works based on the theory that going for 500 is
about the same as the opponents’ game (tiny loss if
they are non-vulnerable when they score 400 or
420, small profit if they are vulnerable where they
gain 600 or 620) and thus two off vulnerable or
three off non-vulnerable are the same.

What are the problems?
Obviously when you are gauging how many tricks
you think you will take you will have to guess, since
holdings such as K-x in a side suit might be a full
trick, or worth nothing at all.
The Rule also fails to take into account distribution. Compare these two hands:

´
™
t
®

K Q J 10 9 6 2
7
865
62

´
™
t
®

KQJ6532
65
73
82

The first hand is significantly stronger than the
second, yet both would be judged as worth six
tricks, and thus only worth a non-vulnerable preempt. To open 2´ on the first hand (even at red)
would be cowardly in the extreme.
The Rule also fails to appreciate that being
vulnerable vs not (red) is far worse than being
vulnerable vs vulnerable (amber) as the difference
between going for 500 against 420 and 620 is quite
big at pairs
What more do I need to know?
Use your judgement at all times!
There’s no substitute for experience and common
sense.
r

Free trial ´ Acol widely played ® EBU Master Points
Friendly & fun online club for all players
www.ebu.co.uk
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COUNTY NEWS – LOCAL RESULTS
Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
THE Christmas Mixed Swiss Teams was won by
Callum McKail, Steve Gore, Sandra Belcher and
David Beever. Ed Scerri – Dick Davey retained
the County Pairs Championship and the Plate
competition was won by Rob Wilkinson – Colin Johns.
Congratulations to Sarah and Michael Baily on winning the
January Friendly Swiss Pairs.
Diary dates: Apr 12, Men’s and Ladies’ Pairs. Apr 15, Senior
Pairs. May 17, Friendly Pairs. June 7, Teams for the Perkins
Cup. June 20-21, Green-pointed Swiss Pairs and Teams.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
CI County Pairs Final: 1. Hugh Bacon – Tuula
Lehtinen; 2. Chris Hill – Jane Knight.
Jersey League Teams: 1. Howard Basden-Smith,
Marion Miles, David Hole, David Friswell, Roz Bavin and
Meredith Case; 2. Graham Boxall, Sue Rankin, Stephen
Halston, Sharon Halston, Jackie Rumball, June Le Blancq,
Norman Le Cocq and Rosemary Pallot.

Cornwall
www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
THE Falmouth Salver was won by Ken and Jan
Keast from Richard Draycott – Geoff Warren by
just 0.02%. The Star Masters went to Chris and
Sandra Bickerdike, with Jim and Frances Barker runners-up.
And the Tredova, for players below 1* Master rank, was won
by Carolyn and David Fraser, from Marcia Cloke – George
Wilson.
Rob Mabley, Alan Biggs, Celia Bishop and Viv Mably won
the County Teams of Four, from David Stone, Val Pitman, Rod
Bell and Owen Prior. Sadly the Swiss Pairs Championship was
cancelled as there were insufficient entries.

Derbyshire
www.bridgewebs.com/derbyshire
OUR annual County Pairs event took place at the
end of January; winners were Roger Mallinson –
Richard Edwards, 2nd were Jim Tomlinson –
David Briggs (winners of the event for the
previous two years). The winners of the Consolation Final
(Hazel Whinfrey Plate) were Keith Sherwood – Mike Spencer,
with Jackie Starsmore – Stan Haywood runners-up.
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Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
All county results, committee news and
minutes, etc. are on the county website
www.devonbridge.co.uk.

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
KNIGHT Cup: 1. Chris Stevens – Alastair
Cowley; 2. Keith Bartlett – Barrie Cantello;
3. Phil and Jo Norman. Simeon Cup (below
National Master): Andrew Barnett – Michael Yeo.
Frost Rose Bowl: 1. Eugene Sheehan, Robin Wright, Doris
Hutchinson and David Gill; =2. Sue Hands, Geoff Fogg,
David Berwitz, Rod Marks; and Margot Wilson-Gardner,
John Gardner, Kelly Courtney and Janet Smith.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Margaret Curtis – David
Sherman who won the Essex Swiss Pairs. Also well
done to Peter Oake – Simon Moorman (2nd), and
Jacek Lapszys – Sandy Riach (3rd).
Well done to Ray Clarke – David Clark who were first in
the Essex heat of the National Pairs; to Chris and Sue Taylor
who were 2nd and Richard Register – John Sutcliffe who were
3rd.
Also congratulations to the following players in the Gwen
Herga Trophies: the Men’s event was won by Monty
Krimgoltz – Cecil Leighton, with Peter Oake – Robert Elliot
2nd and David Clark – Dennis Valtisiaris 3rd. The Ladies’
event was won by Marcia Levan-Harris – Coral Fallon, with
Linda Fleet – Mary Homer 2nd and Fran Alexander – Ann
Morgan 3rd.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
YULETIDE Swiss Teams: Jeremy Baker, James
Guiton, John Sherringham, Fred Hotchen. Midwinter Swiss Teams: Tony Page, Guy Lawrenson,
Jeremy Baker, James Guiton. Candlestick Swiss Pairs: Jenny
Ashby – Barry Tobutt. Valentine Swiss Teams: Steve Preston,
Dave Huggett, Richard and Christine Ray. Chidwick Cup Sim
Pairs: Liz Madeley – Ann McMahon (Newbury). IBM Cup
Sim Pairs: Alan Burroughs – Sue Hands (Fordingbridge).
Diary dates: Apr 12, Pottage Final, Romsey. Apr 26, Philip
Graham Blue-pointed Swiss Teams, IoW. June 7, AGM and
Ranked Pairs, Romsey. Entries via HIOW website or Steve
Preston ( 02380 702934. May 17, Green-pointed Swiss Teams,
Andover. Entries: Marian Rudd, marian@marian37.plus.com
or ( 01264 333847.

www.ebu.co.uk

Hertfordshire

Lincolnshire

www.hertsbridge.co.uk

www.lincsbridge.org.uk

THE Humble Plate was won by Adrienne Tinn,
Mark Wadsworth, Robert Tait and David Carter.
The winners of the Cadet Pairs were Sue
Montague – Shelagh Wilson; Anthony
Osborne – Joe Coulson came 2nd.

MIXED and Married Pairs: the Hannan Cup was won by Ron
and Judith Wall, and the Dean Trophy went to David and
Carol Hall. Congratulations to both pairs.
In the Bainton Trophy, the semi-final has been held and the
field has been reduced to fourteen pairs for the final. Good
luck to all!

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
IN the Corbett League (Inter-club Teams of
Eight) twelve clubs from across the county played
against each other over two weeks, six in the Cup
and six in the Plate. The Corbett Cup was won by
Chislehurst A with Farnborough A 2nd. The
Plate was won by Swanley C ahead of Chislehurst C. The
Mitchell Salver (3rd division) had nine teams, playing on one
day only, and was won by Canterbury ahead of Hawkhurst.
Congratulations to Jean Paxton – Maggie Piazza, winners of
the Fleming Femina, the Kent Ladies’ Pairs Championship and
Gerald Soper – Colin Wilson winners of the Hunter Homines,
the Kent Men’s Pairs Championship.

Lancashire
www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
LCBA Butler Pairs: 1. Jeff Smith – Marianne Farr.
LCBA Championship Pairs: 1. Nick and Sue
Woodcock.
LCBA Teams of Eight: Bolton B (Austin Barnes,
Jeff Smith, Paul Evans, Alan Whittam, Mike Nicholson, Des
King, Stuart Norris and Rod Greenhalgh).

Leicestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
WILDE Cup (Restricted Teams): 1. Judy Hill,
Roy Davies, Jonathan Hughes and Krystyna
Krzeczkowska.
Josephs Bowl (Championship Teams of Four):
Semi-Finals: Myles v Wright, Krantz v Odams. Butterworth
Langley Trophy (Josephs Plate): Semi-Finals: Thompson v
Ronan, Arnold v Stokes.
Leicestershire Cup (KO Teams of Four – Aggregate): SemiFinals: Bowyer v Ayers, Cook v Wright. Leicestershire Plate
(KO - Aggregate): Semi-Finals: Hill v Myles; Beasley v Pacey.
Stanley Trophy (Butler Pairs): Leaders after five rounds:
1. Tim Glover – Peter Neville; 2. Peter Halford – John Milne;
3. Dick and Lucy Pathan.
Pairs League: Leaders after four rounds: Div. 1: Jenny
Grant – Bharat Thakrar; Div. 2: Marjorie Gilbertson – Pat
Watson; Div. 3: Peter Halford – Mick Mahoney; Div. 4: John
Bee – Mary Johnson.
Inter-Club Teams of Eight League: Current Divisional
Leaders: Div. 1: County B; Div. 2: Loughborough A; Div. 3:
Kegworth; Div: 4: Bradgate B.
National Pairs Heat: 1. Keith Preston – Ken Vernon; 2. Ben
Norton – Dick Pathan; these two pairs qualified for the
Regional Final. 3rd were Alison Nichols – Simon Stokes.

www.ebu.co.uk

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
THE ‘No Fear’ Pairs for the Palmer Bayer Trophy
was held in February. The winners were Jason
Crampton – Sam Oestreicher, who established a
commanding lead early on in the event and
maintained their lead throughout. Second were the father and
12-year-old son combination of John and Alex Pemberton,
with Adam Sutcliffe – Peter Cox 3rd.
The Qualifying Heat for the Ian Gardiner Trophy, the
London Championship Teams of Four, was also held in
February. The event was won by the holders, Brian Callaghan,
Chris Duckworth, Rob Cliffe and Frank To. The runners-up,
Stephen Popham, John Pemberton, Tim Gauld and Simon
Cochemé are not eligible to play in the Pachabo, so the
winners play against the third-placed team, Mike Hill,
Andrew Kisiel, Roger Morton and David Ould for the title
and the right to represent London in the Pachabo.

Manchester
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
IN the Manchester Congress held in January
Rodney Lighton – John Currie won the
Michelle Brunner Pairs Trophy. The teams was
won by David Debbage, Mike Goldsmith,
Adrian Kenworthy and Rob Myers. The Players Progress Cup
on the Saturday was won by Peter and Paula Berens, and the
Kevin Comrie Cup on the Sunday was won by Harry Gohil –
Gill Butterworth.
Manchester A (Michael Newman, Ollie Burgess, David
Debbage, Ed Levy, John Hassett, Jeff Morris, Kath and Alan
Nelson) won the Gazette Teams of Eight and will represent
MCBA in the Garden Cities Regional Final in May. Nine teams
played, which was the highest entry for more than fifteen
years.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
THE County Trials had a good turnout of
twenty pairs. The winners with a massive 133
VPs were Stuart Matthews – Alan Stephenson;
Matt Foster – John Hampson were 2nd.
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Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Enfield Bridge Club on
winning the Middlesex Club Teams of Eight.
Enfield was represented by Joanna and Michael
Lord, Mick Wood, Mike Mendlson, Anne Tovey,
Janet McQueen, Ernie Marriott and Beryl Eales.
Pinner B finished 2nd.
All results, diary dates and much more information can be
found on the Middlesex County Bridge Association website:
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
2015 STARTED with the emphasis on team
events. First was the Norfolk Championship
Teams, won by Matt Millson, Mike Walsh,
Michael Whiting and Roger Amey. This event is a
qualifier for the Pachabo Cup so there will be a
play-off against the second-placed team to see who goes
forward – but not until late April. The same team also won the
ABC Swiss Teams event two weeks later.
The Committee Cup between the county’s clubs, for players
below Regional Master, was attended by ten clubs. This is the
highest number for many years and we would like to thank
everyone for their enthusiasm and interest. The contest was
won by the Beccles team of Barbara Bensley, Charlie
Wilderspin, Rosa and Rob Richardson, Murray Brackenridge,
Malcolm Symonds, Charles Parker and Andre Gray.

North East
www.neba.co.uk
A SOLID performance in the challenging NimanIsrael Cup (pivot teams) gave a clear victory to the
team of Mary Page, Brian Lumsden, Inga and
Neil Aiston who finished 27 IMPs clear of nearest
rivals Frank Springett, Colin Hepworth, Brenda Osborne and
David Brickland. The team of Gill Gold, Susan Green, Elaine
Purvis and David Gold finished in 3rd place.
The top three places in the Arnold Deane Salver (Mixed
Pairs Championship) were closely contested, final honours
going to Liz Muir – Don Reid ahead of Inga and Neil Aiston
with Beverley Godfrey – Ken Pattison third. The NGS Prize
was won by Pam and Alan Greenhill. Congratulations go to all
successful players.
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Northamptonshire
www.bridgewebs.com/northants/
IN the Inter-club Leagues there are still a
number of matches to play in the first division.
In the second division Wellingborough A are
currently leading but Kettering B will overtake
them if they win their last match 14-6. Stamford D have won
the third division North-East. Rugby Village have won the
third division South-West in their first season in the league.
Marcus Witt, Trevor Thrower, Chandra Ramamoorthy,
Mike Gore Browne, Bill Chadwick have won the Saturday
Winter League with Ross Stacey, John Josephs, Malcolm OrrEwing, Leszek Lubaszewski winning the Wednesday section.
These two teams will play in the final.
The Broke Cup final will be between the Stacey team and
the winner of the other semi-final between Jim Deacon’s and
Tony Hough’s teams.
The Betts Bowl semi-finals are between the teams captained
by Richard Gibson and Graham Lightfoot in the first, with the
other between Robin Griffiths and Gill Webb.
Results: Wed Winter League 5: 1. Kevin Fogarty, Margaret
Bryant, Eifion Jones and Richard Gibson. Wed Winter League
6: 1. Ross Stacey, John Josephs, Malcolm Orr-Ewing, Leszek
Lubaszewski. Sat Winter League 5: 1. Mike Keogh, Mike
Kennedy, Angela Abbott and James Spencer. Sat Winter
League 6: 1. Marcus Witt, Trevor Thrower, Bill Chadwick,
Mike Gore Browne.

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
THIRTY-THREE pairs competed in the OBA
County Pairs semi-final which was won by Dinah
and Andrew Lintott with Brian Geary – David
Patterson in 2nd place. Twenty of the competing
pairs qualified for the final.
The OBA Pro-Am tournament was won by Matthew
Covill – Graham Walcroft with Sandra Claridge – Ian
Edwardes in 2nd place.
Jo Murray – Colin Jones were the winners of the Abingdon
Bridge Club’s Blue-pointed Swiss Pairs.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk
THE Restricted Inter-club Teams was won by
Langport Bridge Club (Joan Pooley, Kate
Pilkington, Alan Atkinson and Mike Readman).
Wells won the Club Championship top-tier teams
(Andy Ridgers, Sheena Lanham, Michael Smith and
Ray Beach). Congratulations to both teams.
The County Mixed Pairs was won by John Staite – Bridget
Thorn. The County Swiss Pairs was won by Ralph and Lesley
Smith.

www.ebu.co.uk

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
THIS year the County Simultaneous Pairs event
took place at the following clubs: Eccleshall,
Shrewsbury, Stafford, Tettenhall and Wolverhampton. A total of seventy-nine pairs took part.
The results are now complete and the winners were Ann
Berrisford – Geoffrey Neal, playing at Eccleshall; 2. Pat
Davis – Jane Randall; 3. Mark Story – Colin Stewart.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
ELEVEN teams contested the Championship Teams
at Colchester. Team O’Reilly won the Plate with
teams Morran, Price, Carey and Hanley qualifying
for the knock-out semi-final stages. Championship Teams
Plate: 1. Michael O’Reilly, Norman Less, Helen Mason and
David Mathews; 2. Roger Tattersfield, Jill Tattersfield, Neil
Bresler and David Cooper; 3. Christine Cooke, John Jeffries,
Keith Belsey and Diane Whitley. Championship Teams Round
2: 1. David Morran, Julian Lang, John Wilmott and Mike
Sherer; 2. David Price, Jane Moore, Jenny Price and Rosemarie
Mascall; =3. Malcolm Carey, Barbara Carey, Phillip Edwards,
Anne Edwards; and Graham Beeton, Rick Hanley, Chris
Chambers, Peter Gemmell.
Twenty-seven pairs contested the Mid-Anglia Pairs at
Woodbridge: 1. Ralph Parish – Paul Whetton; 2. Steve Berg –
David Green; 3. Graham Beeton – Rick Hanley.
Twenty players contested the Jyl Marsh Individual which
was held at Framlingham: 1. Simon Riley; =2. Arthur
Winchester, Rick Waters, Jackie Driver.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Steve Bourton – Mike
Ullyet who won the Men’s Pairs, and Pam Jardine –
Ulla Adilz who won the Ladies’ Pairs. Berry and
Graham Hedley won the Mixed Pairs.
Liz Dunjay – David Burch won the Friendly Swiss Pairs.
The Affiliated Teams of Eight was won by Selsdon who
qualify for the regional heat of the Garden Cities Trophy.

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Ingrid Boyd – Mike Pye
who were clear winners in the David Pavey Trophy
Final; Pat Tucker – Alan Bristow were 2nd and
Jason Fairlie and Arthur Chopping were 3rd.
Many congratulations to David Dickson –
Martin Greeley of Avenue Bridge Club who were the
confirmed winners of this year’s Charity Simultaneous Pairs.
The runners-up were C. Webley – A. Spencer of Wilton Bridge
Club and in 3rd place were Debbie Doran – Susie Swadling of
Crawley Bridge Club.
In the New Year Swiss Teams, the winners were the 2014

www.ebu.co.uk

trophy holders, Andrew Southwell, Richard Fedrick, Liz
Hoskins and Peter Clinch. The runners-up were Mike Allen,
Andy Ryder, Mandie Campbell and David Dickson. In 3rd
place were James Hobden, Mike Keeping, David Gritt and
Lindsay Geddes.
Congratulations to the Horsham team of John and Sonia
Fitton, Richard and Gini Phillips, Paul Castle, Helen Whiteley,
Michael Williams and Valerie Atkins who won the Elisabeth
North Trophy. This competition is for players with fewer than
25,000 master points and fewer than 25 green points.

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Coventry & North
Warwicks A on winning the county Garden Cities
qualifier.
W.P.L. ‘A’ was won by George Cuthbertson – Ian
Handley; W.P.L. ‘B’ by Denis Gough – Dennis
Heighway
The Seniors’ Teams event was won by Tony Poole, Peter
Oldbury, Pip Whitehouse and Roger Bowles.

Worcestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
THERE was a very close finish in the inaugural
Inter-Club Teams League with the result in doubt
right until the final match. In the end, Droitwich
1 prevailed. Final placings: 1. Droitwich 1 (Nick
and Steph Forward, Dennis Loynes, Sue Evans, Jette and Eddy
Blackburn); 2. Worcester 2 (Stewart Fishburne, Joyce Skelton,
David Thomas, Mike Vetch, Ross, Garratt, Jane Morton).
In the Grand Prix Teams, two times previous winners,
Worcester Grant, continue to lead the field. However,
Unquote are lying in 2nd place and look threatening with, at
the time of writing, two heats to go.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
CONGRATULATIONS to the following on their
achievements in recent events:
Mixed Pivot Teams (eight teams took part): 1.
Richard Winter, Giles Foster, Tom Cohen and
Sarah Teshome; 2. Stuart Davies, Steve Blackburn,
George Bak and Gill Copeland; 3. Jim Proctor, Pauline
Cooper, Roger Taylor and David Lewis.
Yorkshire Pairs (thirty-one pairs took part): 1. Richard
Winter – Giles Foster; 2. Graham Jepson – Dave Robinson;
3. Tony McNiff – Bill Townsend; 4. Stuart Davies – Sue Logan;
5. Graham Fry – Frank Bedi. The leading five pairs qualify to
represent Yorkshire in the EBU’s Corwen Trophy.
Yorkshire Cup (seventeen teams took part); the entry is
restricted to players ranked below Regional Master: 1. Leeds
(Henry Irving, J. Denton, Stephen Berson and Oliver Cowan);
2. Huddersfield (R. Pepper, J. Pember, I. Whitehead and P.
Whitehouse); 3. Keighley (David Ambler, Les Winters, Mike
and Carole Rattenbury).
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In Memoriam
JON GUESS (Bedfordshire). After a five-year battle
with cancer, Jon passed quietly away at the St John’s
Hospice in Moggerhanger. Jon loved his bridge and
was a regular fixture at Leighton Buzzard Bridge
Club, having been one of the founder members. He
was a larger than life character and everybody knew
when he entered the room. For twenty-plus years
before having to retire five years ago, Jon worked as
a Post Office counter clerk. His last job was as the
foreign currency clerk at Leighton Buzzard Post
Office. When last visited in the hospice, he asked to
pass on his thanks to all Bedfordshire bridge players
for their friendship over many years.
BRIAN FORD (Bedfordshire). In 2000 Brian took
early retirement and with Sue started playing
regularly at Bedford Bridge Club. He also
volunteered as Treasurer of Bedford Club. He set up
their Bridge School, which is now in its second year.
Not satisfied with that, he and Sue decided that a
bridge club for beginners was needed and their ‘No
Fear’ Bridge Club was born which has since grown
steadily.
Away from bridge, Brian’s studies in polymer
sciences and an MBA gave him a successful career
which resulted in the family moving ten times in
fifteen years. He also won the Sunday Times
Entrepreneurial Contest. In later life he had the joy
of three grandchildren.
DAVID WILMAN (Cornwall), a structural engineer
who had worked on the Thames Barrier, retired
from Kent to Gorran Haven thirty-five years ago
and devoted himself to choral work, enthusiastic
gardening and bridge. One of the two original
founders and first chairman of CAMRA, he received
from Kent an annual pin of his favourite brew. He
also played host to a strong Maidstone BC team,
who visited Cornwall for several years. He was a
scholarly bridge teacher, playing mostly at St
Austell.
David died recently after a short illness.
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NETHIE WHITE (Devon). It is with great sadness that
we have to announce that Nethie White has died
after a short illness. Nethie was a great bridge player
and with her husband, Geoff, won many tournaments. She will be sadly missed at both Exeter and
Torquay Bridge Clubs where she has been a member
for many years. Our sympathies go to her daughter,
Linda, and her grandson, David.
TONY JUDGE (Hertfordshire) was a much loved and
well respected long-time member of Welwyn
Garden City Club. He not only played but also
taught bridge. He was in the team that won the
Pachabo Cup in 1980. Tony was a warm, generoushearted man who will be sorely missed by all who
knew him.
ERNEST SENK (London), who died in December
2014, was a London player of distinction for many
years. He enjoyed rubber bridge but also played
duplicates – he was a member of the Young Chelsea
BC – and tournaments – he partnered Geoffrey
Breskal to success in several events. He was also a
qualified bridge teacher who taught at the Acol BC
and St John’s Wood BC as well as privately. In his
later years he moved to Eastbourne where he
continued to play.
PETER BENTLEY (Surrey): obituary on page 36.
SHEILA DUNSBY (Yorkshire). It is with deep sorrow
that Doncaster Bridge Club announces that Sheila
died of pneumonia. The effect that she had on the
life of the club over many years is incalculable. Until
she moved to be nearer her daughter in Devon,
Sheila, despite her medical condition, still
continued to play the game she loved and fully
enjoyed the camaraderie of members. Working
together with David, she was the driving force
behind many of the clubs initiatives and many of
the present members owe her a great debt for
introducing them to, and teaching them how to
play, the game. She was an excellent bridge player.
Because of her loyalty, honesty and commitment to
the club’s progress, Sheila, before she moved, was
made a lifetime member of the club. She will be
sorely missed.
www.ebu.co.uk

