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From the Chairman

The Oxygen of Publicity

by Jeremy Dhondy
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AN advertising agency told us recently that if we had
had to pay for the column inches generated by the
publicity bridge has gained in 2015 thus far it would
have cost us about £200,000. Even taking this
comment with many pinches of salt, one thing is clear
and that is that bridge has received more publicity in
the last year than it has for quite a while. Of course
turning that publicity into something more concrete
is the trick. Publicity though has a momentum of its
own so although a report in the local paper about the
local bridge club and its results or its teaching
programme won’t be earth shattering, it does build a
momentum and I urge club committees to consider
this if they don’t already. Each day Google sends me
detail of news mentioning terms like ‘duplicate
bridge’. It is noticeable that while there are a few from
England the bulk of results are American. Clubs can
look at http://www.ebu.co.uk/node/509 for suggestions on writing press releases in the most effective
way and contacting the right people. Our cases
against HMRC and Sport England may, I hope, bring
positive results but one story I did like seeing recently
was that in Asia both the 2017 South East Asian
Games and the 2018 Asian Games will feature bridge.
I know that a number of readers have written to their
MPs and I thank them for that. Sadly bridge didn’t
make it into the final eight for consideration for the
2020 Olympic Games. Wushu was one of the sports
preferred (yes, I had to ask Google) but the process
showed we are getting closer.
The Future of the Game
Increasing the number of juniors is important for
the future of the game and it was good to see a
modest increase in our number of junior members
last year. Clubs, counties and the EBU would all
dearly like to get more young people involved in
bridge in a world which has so many more
activities to compete with bridge than it once did.
One key event during the year is the Junior TeachIn held in Loughborough at the end of this month
(see page 29 for more information). All youngsters
www.ebu.co.uk

are welcome whatever their experience of bridge
thus far. Parents can come as well.
This year is the launch by English Bridge Education
and Development of a Junior Award Scheme. A
medium-term hope is that this can be dovetailed into
other schemes such as the Scout awards and the Duke
of Edinburgh Scheme. It can also be introduced into
those schools that have students learning bridge or
minibridge. There is more detail on page 16 and
thanks go to Alan Shillitoe, who is also our U25 squad
manager, for developing the scheme and making it
ready for launch.
Scoring and Chennai
There are going to be developments in scoring in the
coming months. Jeff Smith, a Lancashire member, has
produced and supported a program for some years
and it has users amongst a wide section of the bridge
community not only in England but all over the
world. The EBU score all their events using it and
about sixty-five affiliated clubs also use it. Jeff has
decided that there are other things he might like to do
in life so he has given the program to the EBU. A very
generous gesture – thank you. From October the
program will be re-launched as EBUScore. Details
about support and a number of other things will
appear on our website during September. We will also
write to all our clubs to explain the changes. If your
club uses another program, there will be nothing to
prevent it continuing to do so but we hope to make
the new offering an attractive one for clubs and
increase the user base during 2016.
By the time you read the next editorial the world
Championships in Chennai will be under way. You
will know that we have an Open, a Women’s and a
Seniors’ Team competing and we wish them all the
best of luck in their endeavour to return with medals.
You will be able to follow the matches live but the time
difference means that some will start at a rather early
hour in English time.
I hope to see many of you in Brighton at our
flagship Summer Congress.
r
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Pairs Tactics
Bid Slam Rarely but FAST
REMEMBER that at pairs every deal – that tricky
1NT and that 7t – both count the same. So pairs is
not really about slams – they are too rare. Don’t get
too fussed about slams: when an obvious slam
comes along bid it, but don’t look for marginal
slams.
Let’s do the maths to see why you should not bid
a marginal slam. Consider an imaginary board: say
that, provided you time the hand correctly, 6´
depends on a finesse. So, with you at Table Four, we
have:
(A) Finesse works
Table One
Table Two
Table Three
Table Four

4´ +1
4´ +1
4´ +2
6´ =

+450
+450
+480
+980

MPs
1
1
4
6

(B) Finesse fails
Table One
Table Two
Table Three
Table Four

4´ =
4´ =
4´ +1
6´ -1

+420
+420
+450
-50

MPs
3
3
6
0

Go back to the phrase ‘provided you time the hand
correctly’ . . . Tables One and Two have a less
experienced declarer who will not trick-maximise.
Tables Three and Four have a good declarer. Table
Three’s pair average five match-points out of six
(that’s 83%): a top when the slam goes down; a
second top when the slam makes. Table Four’s more
ambitious pair (that’s you), however, only average
three match-points out of six (50%).
You see the point. Bid conservatively, taking all
your tricks (à la Table Three), and you will score
well. Don’t gamble that the cards lie well enough to
make a slam. You’ll lose far more when you’re wrong
(slam fails) than you’ll gain when you’re right (slam
makes).
So that’s the maths. However, there are occasions
where you can bid a slam that the field won’t
necessarily bid – using good hand evaluation. The
key factors to look for in bidding a low point-count
6
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slam are given by the four-letter acronym FAST.
F = Fit – the ninth (and tenth) trumps are huge.
A = Aces – and voids. Naturally the opponents
must not have two cashing aces.
S = Shape – and shortages. There is the world of
difference between a 5-4-3-1 shape and a
5-3-3-2.
T = Two-quick-loser suits – not having them. If
the opponents can cash an ace-king, then
stay well clear of slam.
When you satisfy the FAST criteria, bid a slam fast
(i.e. don’t faff about). At pairs, there is a premium
on not giving away information. A technical cuebidding auction, stopping uneasily at the five level
when it becomes clear you are missing the ace-king
of a suit, is hopeless. The opponents are listening
too – and they will now know what to lead – even
from ace-queen. Settling for game, or even blasting
slam, are both more sensible approaches than the
revealing cue-bidding.
Exercise: you open 1™, partner bids 3™. What
now with these?

Hand (a)
´ K73
™ A K 10 8 6
t Void
® A Q 10 5 2

Hand (b)
´ QJ2
™AKJ53
tQ2
®AQ5

With Hand (a) you should simply jump to six. Ideal
FAST hand. You can construct hands where seven is
on – give partner ´A, ™Q and ®K. But it will be
hard to find this out – and with point-counters
settling for 4™ at some other tables, 6™+1 will score
well.
Hand (b) may have more high-card points, but it
is shapeless with two two-quick-loser suits. Settle
for 4™.
On our featured deal below South did not even
www.ebu.co.uk

try for slam. The lack of a singleton or void, plus the
two-quick-loser-suit in hearts, deterred him. Plus
he was playing pairs – not pushing for close slams.
However, he was very keen to make the twelfth trick
in the play:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer South.
´ Q954
™K63
tAQ2
®873
Void
´ J 10 6 2
N
A975
™ J 10 8 4
E
W
10 9 8 7 3
tJ65
S
J652
® Q 10
´ AK873
™Q2
tK4
®AK94

West

North

East

Pass
All Pass

3´

Pass

South
1´
4´

Declarer won West’s ten of diamonds lead with the
king and at trick two led the two of hearts (key
play). This put West in a fork: rise with the ace and
declarer would have two heart tricks (and, together
with the third diamond, two club discards). So West
played low (best).
Winning dummy’s king, declarer now started
spades in the correct way to cater for East holding
´J-10-x-x – cashing dummy’s queen (there was
nothing he could do if West held ´J-10-x-x). West
did discard, so South led back a second spade to the
(ten and) king. He now crossed to the ace-queen of
diamonds and shed his queen of hearts, then led a
third spade to the seven.
Declarer now cashed the ace-king of clubs and
was delighted to see East’s queen-ten appear. He
drew East’s last trump and then led the four of
clubs. West won the jack and led a diamond, but
declarer ruffed with his last trump and tabled the
promoted nine of clubs – twelve tricks and game
made plus two.
Should declarer have regretted his decision to
settle for game? No – 4´ plus two will score a neartop.
r
www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge Fiction

The Matron’s Signal
THE Headmaster took his seat for the weekly
duplicate with no great enthusiasm. The ordained
relationship between him and the boys could be
severely damaged by just one mistake at the bridge
table. News of a ‘careless play by the Headmaster’
would pass from boy to boy like a contagious
disease.
The first opponents of the session were the
fourth-formers, Hutson and Phillips. Ah well,
perhaps a miracle would occur and two good
boards could be scored against them.

´
™
t
®

Love all. Dealer South.
´ KQ9
™ 10 8 7 5 4
t653
®J6
843
´ 52
N
K96
™QJ3
W
E
J74
t 10 9 8 2
S
K954
®AQ87
´ A J 10 7 6
™A2
tAKQ
® 10 3 2

West
HeadMaster

North
John
Hutson

East
Rev.
Benson

Pass
All Pass

2´

Pass

South
Neil
Phillips
1´
4´

Not enamoured with his holdings in the side suits,
the Headmaster led a trump. The dummy appeared
and Neil Phillips paused to consider his line of play.
Without the trump lead, he would have been able to
give up two rounds of clubs and ruff the third
round for a tenth trick. If he tried that line now . . .
‘Have you forgotten something, boy?’ exclaimed
the Reverend Benson.
8
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‘Er . . . thank you, partner,’ said Neil Phillips.
The Reverend Benson peered disapprovingly at
his young opponent. ‘However clever you think you
are, you won’t go far in the outside world without
good manners.’
‘No, Sir.’
Phillips resumed his calculations. If he gave up a
club now, the defender with only two trumps would
win the trick. The defender with the last trump
could then win the second round of clubs even if he
had started with only one club honour. Dummy’s
last trump would be removed and that would be
one down.
Phillips headed in a different direction. After winning the trump lead in his hand, he played ace and
another heart. When the Reverend Benson won
with the jack of hearts and switched to the ten of
diamonds, Phillips won with the ace. He then
crossed to a trump and ruffed a heart with a high
trump. By good fortune the suit divided 3-3. He
returned to dummy with a third round of trumps
and discarded two club losers on the established
winners in hearts. An overtrick had been made.
The Headmaster recognised a bad board when he
saw one. What a hopeless effort Benson’s diamond
switch had been! Was it not obvious that the heart
suit would soon be established, giving declarer eight
tricks via five trumps and three hearts? Benson
should have laid down the ace of clubs. If a
discouraging signal came, he could switch to a
diamond then.
‘I was hoping you had something good in diamonds, Headmaster,’ said the Reverend Benson.
A few rounds later, Stefan Götel and the Matron
arrived at the fourth-formers’ table. The Matron
looked disapprovingly at Neil Phillips. ‘Did you
mislay your comb?’ she enquired.
Phillips looked mystified. ‘No, Matron,’ he
replied. ‘It’s in my pocket.’
‘You hair is very untidy,’ continued the Matron.
‘Particularly at the back.’
Phillips reached into his trouser pocket.
‘Not now!’ exclaimed the Matron. ‘What would
www.ebu.co.uk

your parents think if they saw you combing your
hair in public?’
This was the deal before them:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ 753
™K93
t63
® K Q 10 7 4
J 10 8 6
´ KQ92
N
Q4
™ J 10 7
W
E
AQ954
t J 10 8 2
S
J6
®83
´ A4
™A8652
tK7
®A952

West
Stefan
Götel

North
John
Hutson

East
The
Matron

Pass
All Pass

2™

Pass

South
Neil
Phillips
1™
4™

When Götel led the jack of spades, the Matron knew
what was required of her. To discourage with the ´2
would be a beginner’s mistake. By playing an

encouraging ´9, she could persuade Stefan to
continue the suit.
Neil Phillips, who had no wish for East to win a
spade trick and switch to a diamond, allowed the ´J
to win. Götel continued with a low spade and
declarer won East’s queen with the ace. He crossed
to the king of trumps, two spot-cards appearing,
and called for the ™3.
When the Matron followed with the ten, the lowest
trump out, Phillips played a low trump from his
hand. West, the safe hand who could not attack diamonds effectively, had to overtake with the queen.
The trump position was clear to Götel, since declarer would not have played low from A-J-8-6-5-2.
Could the Matron not have played the ™J instead of
the ™10? It would then have been too dangerous for
declarer to duck. When Götel returned a third
round of spades, Phillips ruffed in his hand. He then
drew the last trump and discarded one of his
diamonds on a long club.
‘My nine of spades was encouraging,’ observed
the Matron. ‘I hope you noticed it.’
Götel nodded politely. The ´9 had certainly been
quite encouraging for the declarer. Had the Matron
played one of her honours, she could subsequently
have won the lead in spades and beaten the contract
with a diamond switch.
The Matron smiled across the table. ‘Just imagine
how awful it would be, partnering someone who
r
didn’t know how to signal properly!’

LICENSED BRIDGE

ADVERTISEMENTS

When you see the ‘LB’ sign in an
advertisement in the magazine, it
means that:

Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of
Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English
Bridge) take all reasonable precautions to protect
the interests of readers by ensuring as far as practicable that advertisements in the pages of English
Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking
in respect of claims made by advertisers, whether
these advertisements are printed as part of the magazine, or are in the form of inserts. Legal remedies
are available if redress is sought, and readers who
have complaints should address them to the advertiser or should consult a local Trading Standards
Office, or a Citizens Advice Bureau, or their own solicitors. Readers should note that prices advertised may not be accurate due to currency
exchange rate fluctuations, or tax changes.

•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for,
and received, a licence from the EBU.
• They may choose to give master points in
accordance with EBU scales.
• These master points will be accepted and added
to player records.
• The bridge will be played in line with EBU
regulations and bye laws, thus affording all players
the protection of playing within the jurisdiction of
the EBU.
All County events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Any events licensed by another National
Bridge Organisation will not be able to have master
points credited to members’ records save
for Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
with whom the EBU have a reciprocal
agreement.

www.ebu.co.uk
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Heather’s Hints

Gather All the Clues
N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ K5
™J732
t75
® A Q 10 6 2
N
S

´
™
t
®

West
Pass
2t
All Pass

AJ
K 10 8 6 5
AK2
843

North
Pass
3®

East
1´
Pass

South
1NT
3NT

PLAYING teams, what call do you make with the
South cards after East’s third-in-hand opening bid
of 1´?
Your choices are 1NT or 2™, and neither is ideal.
1NT gets across your values and approximate
distribution, but your spade guard is not great, and
you might lose a heart fit. On the other hand, your

BRIDGE AND GOLF
GIFTS DIRECT LTD
Large selection of bridge and
golf gifts, and bridge accessories
available online at

www.bridgeandgolfgifts.co.uk
( 07853 066 582
(quote English Bridge)
E-mail: baggdirect@live.co.uk
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heart suit is rather weak for a two-level overcall and
you have plenty outside. Our declarer chose 1NT,
which would also be my choice. Partner’s 3® was
forcing, since they were playing Lebensohl, so a 2NT
bid, demanding 3® from partner, would have been
the way North would have shown a competitive 3®
call. Over this South should probably have shown
his hearts, given the weakness of his spade stopper,
but he decided to reveal as little as possible to the
opponents and simply bid 3NT. 4™ had been
defeated at the other table.
The lead was a spade, and South must have been
thankful to see a second stopper in partner’s hand.
He won in dummy and tried a heart to the king.
Unfortunately for him, West discarded a diamond.
Although there was no longer time to establish
hearts, four tricks in clubs would see him home.
How would you tackle this suit?
This is the position you have reached:

´
™
t
®

5
J73
75
A Q 10 6 2
N
S

´
™
t
®

A
10 8 6 5
AK2
843

You need to begin by working out West’s
distribution. He must hold only three spades since
he didn’t support his partner, and presumably only
six diamonds since he didn’t pre-empt. You know he
has a void in hearts, so that leaves him with four
clubs. The only danger comes if you insert the
queen or ten from dummy and lose to the wrong
singleton honour. Can you think of a way to
www.ebu.co.uk

guarantee four tricks in the suit, assuming you have
worked out the distribution correctly?
The answer is that you must not play the queen or
the ten. Instead you can duck the trick altogether.
Our declarer led the eight, and play low from
dummy when West followed with the five, since this
would have given him five club tricks if East had
begun with the singleton seven.
This was the full deal:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

K5
J732
75
A Q 10 6 2

10 4 2
N
Void
E
W
S
J 10 9 8 6 3
K975
´ AJ
™ K 10 8 6 5
tAK2
®843

´
™
t
®

Q98763
AQ94
Q4
J

When the club lost to the jack, South knew that it
was a singleton, and holding two further entries to
hand, it was not a problem to finesse the king twice
and make the contract.

Heather’s Hints
1. To overcall at the two level you need a good
suit, preferably a six-card suit, especially
vulnerable. Holding a mediocre five-card
suit in a decent hand, you should consider
overcalling 1NT instead, even if your suit is
hearts over 1´. As you can see from the
hand above, despite the nine-card fit, the
successful contract was 3NT (although 4™
should probably have been made also).
2. When deciding how to tackle a suit, stop to
gather all the clues. These might come from
the opponent’s bidding, or lack of bidding.
Other clues might come from the opening
lead and the defence up to that point. Here
your clues about the club distribution came
from West’s failure to open a pre-emptive
3t, and his failure to support his partner’s
suit.
r
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Bridge with a Twist

Bridge by Numbers
by Simon Cochemé
YOU will probably have heard the saying ‘There are
three types of bridge player, those who can count
and those who can’t.’ Here are a couple of
variations: ‘There are 10 types of person in the
world, those who understand binary and those who
don’t,’ and ‘There are II types of person in the world,
those who understand the Roman numbering
system and those who don’t.’
Numbers are the basic foodstuff of bridge players,
but there are some tricky teasers.
You are in a small slam with three possible
finesses. What is the probability that at least two of
the three finesses will work and that you will make
your slam? Intuitively it seems to me that answer
should have a three in it somewhere (one third or
two thirds, perhaps), but actually the answer is one
half, no trace of a three in sight! (1)
Or what about the proportion of boards that
should be arrow-switched to get a fair result in a
duplicate pairs field? A quarter would seem about
right – you switch a quarter, the other players in
your line switch a quarter, so you play half the
boards the same way and half the other way. Wrong!
It should be one eighth. (2)
A favourite conundrum away from the bridge
table is: ‘How many people do you need to have in a
room before it becomes more likely than not that
two of them will share the same birthday?’ The
answer is a surprisingly-low 23. (3)
A statistical fact I picked up from David Bird’s
voice commentary on BBO is that the probability of
holding a 17 point hand is about half that of
holding a 15 point hand (2.36% to 4.42%). So, if
your partner has opened a strong no-trump, or
rebid 1NT, showing 15-17 points, you should be
reluctant to make a game try on a poor 9-count; you
are nearly twice as likely to have a combined 24
count as a combined 26 count. It’s similar when

(1)

You will find an appendix with the extra
information referred to in this and the
following footnotes in the online magazine.
www.ebu.co.uk

click
link

click
link

your partner has opened a weak no-trump; the
probability that he holds 12 points (8.03%) is
greater than the probability that he holds 14 points
(5.69%), so be cautious with those poor 11 counts.

Continuous Scoring
Bridge scoring is not easy, what with tricks being
worth 20, 30 or 40 points, plus various bonuses for
making your contract. Scoring up in IMPs adds
another degree of complexity, with scores of 420
and 430 being significant at Pairs, but treated as
equal at Teams. Then Victory Points can be brought
into the equation, to prevent a particularly big win
at IMPs distorting a league table.
As if this wasn’t complicated enough, the
mathematically-minded world bridge authorities
decided to use a Victory Point scale with two
decimal places for international events. So, for
example, if you win a 16-board match by 15 IMPs,
the score is 13.97 VPs to 6.03. The WBF mantra in
support of this is ‘Every IMP counts’ and, to be fair,
it does have the advantage that ties in a league table
are extremely unlikely.
I have written to the WBF to suggest that they
could humanise this list, by giving names to the
numbers. Thus 13.97 could be called a Chaucer, to
reflect the fact that it was in 1397 that Chaucer first
recounted the Canterbury Tales. Similarly 16.42
would be a Tasman (discovery of New Zealand) and
a maximum 20.00 could be a Sydney (Olympics) or
a Mad Cow (the year of the disease). (4)
Not all dates occur in the table, alas, so we cannot
tease the French by scoring an Agincourt or a
Waterloo.

Player Numbers
If you follow cricket you will have noticed that
English Test cricketers have a three-digit number on
their shirts. It is their relative England cap number,
with the first ever international player as number 1.
W. G. Grace is 24 and the current England captain,
August 2015 English Bridge
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Alastair Cook, is 630. I did some research and came
up with lists for the England Open, Women and
Senior bridge players in European and World events.
Bridge’s Open list starts in 1932, and includes
Terence Reese at 32, David Gold at 100 and Alexander Allfrey (the most recent) at 109. The Women’s
list starts in 1935; Rixi Markus is at 27 and Susan
Norton (Stockdale), the latest, at 82. The Senior list
only dates back to 2000, and the current England
sextet are numbered from 13 (Paul Hackett) to 28
(David Mossop).
You might be interested to know that Cuthbert
Collingwood, number 7 in the Open list, is the
grandfather of actor Charles Collingwood, who
plays Brian Aldridge in The Archers.
You can find the lists on the EBU web-site under
Internationals – History. (5) A few of the early players
only have surnames. If you have a parent or grandparent who played for Great Britain before the war,
and can give me some details, please do so.
Rumour has it that the EBU has offered a year’s
free membership to any player who gets a tattoo of
their number.

World Rankings
Tennis and golf have oft-quoted ranking lists for
their players. The World Bridge Federation
maintains lists for the three categories, although
some great bridge players will never appear in them
because the teams in which they played weren’t
good enough (the George Best syndrome). The
majority of points are earned by finishing in the top
eight at World events, or the top five at Zonal events,
such as the European Championships. Points are
degraded at 15% per year.
Following the England Women’s team’s wonderful run of success over the past few years, it should
come as no great surprise that five of our Venice
Cup team are ranked in the top 40, with Nicola
Smith and Sally Brock first and second. (6)
David Gold is the highest ranked England Open
player at 93, with the other five Chennai-bound
players in the top 200. (6)
The Senior team are all in the top 100, led by Paul
Hackett at 11 and John Holland at 12. (6)
World rankings can vary, so tattoos are not recommended unless, perhaps, you reach number 1.
What about it, Nicola? You could have ‘46’ (your cap
number) on one ankle, and a golden ‘1’ on the other.
If you do it quickly, I am sure Elena would give you
the front cover of the next issue of English Bridge. r
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OMAR SHARIF
1932 - 2015
We are sad to learn
of the passing of
Omar Sharif.
Mr Sharif was
not only a great
actor, but one of
the most famous
bridge players and
one of the greatest
advocates of the
game. He once famously said: ‘Acting is my living,
but bridge is my
passion.‘
In 1967 he formed the ‘Omar Sharif Bridge
Circus’ which toured the world playing exhibition matches with, and against, some of
the leading players of the time. In his prime
he was often considered to be among the top
ten players in the world. He also coauthored newspaper columns and books,
and licensed his name to bridge computer
games and apps, becoming possibly the most
recognised face in the bridge world, both
amongst players and the general public.
He took part in a number of events in
england during his bridge career, including
the easter Congress and Spring Foursomes,
and is cited by many bridge players as the
opponent, or partner, whom they most remember, or would most like to have.
He passed away in Cairo, aged 83.

A MESSAGE FROM
GORDON RAINSFORD
In my column in the June issue of English Bridge I
gave an incomplete answer to a question about
dummy being mis-sorted when put down on the
table. I said that the normal revoke laws apply if
dummy has revoked. I should have clarified that
those normal revoke laws tell us there is no ‘rectification’ (automatic penalty) for an established revoke from dummy, but that if the revoke causes
damage we adjust ‘in equity’ using Law 64C.

www.ebu.co.uk

Bridge Tips
Leading Trumps (Part II)
Send Partner A Message With Your Trump Lead.

IN my last article I recommended leading low from
a doubleton trump unless holding a sequence. This
time I will look at what to lead with three (or more)
trumps.
Most of you probably lead middle from three
small planning to play middle up down (MUD) and
second highest from a bad suit (four small) but
when leading trumps you should forget all that. The
count is simply not important to partner. I suggest
that the default is to lead your lowest trump but that
you can lead a high trump to show interest in the
highest-ranking suit, a bit like a McKenney signal.
For example, playing pairs you pick up:
Your right-hand opponent
opens 1´, showing a five-card
suit and left-hand opponent
bids 2´, which everyone passes.
Rather than guessing which
minor might be best, you
decide on a trump lead, since
on this auction dummy will often have three spades
and a ruffing value. Following my tip you would
lead the nine of spades to tell partner that you
would like a heart switch. The full deal might be:
´
™
t
®

932
A Q 10 5
874
632

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

932
A Q 10 5
874
632

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®
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Q54
873
K Q 10 5
984

A K 10 8 6
962
J6
AK7

´
™
t
®

J7
KJ4
A932
Q J 10 5

by David Gold

click
link

Declarer plays small from dummy and wins your
partner’s jack with the ace. Next declarer plays the
ten of spades and you follow with the three (still
trying to point towards the heart suit); now declarer
plays the jack of diamonds and you play the four, to
show an odd number of cards, which partner carefully ducks. However, declarer plays another
diamond (eight from you, still pointing towards
hearts!) and partner wins the ace. Partner has a
tempting club switch, which would concede ten
tricks but he has taken notice of your nine of spades
lead, showing interest in hearts, so partner switches
to a heart, holding declarer to nine tricks.
This leading method does mean that a high
trump carries a clear message about interest in a
high suit and that a low trump is more neutral but
not stressing a higher suit. On the example deal, say
you had been on lead with:
Now you would lead the two of
spades and partner would
switch to a club upon winning
with the diamond ace since you
haven’t requested the heart
switch.
You can actually take the
agreement further and give a McKenney signal later
in the play when declarer is drawing trumps, e.g.
follow with your smallest trump first if you have no
strong message or have interest in a lower-ranking
suit, but remember: a high trump first asks partner
to switch to the highest suit.
This type of agreement is why good players
always seem to ‘guess’ which suit their partner
wants!
r
´
™
t
®

932
843
752
A932

HUBERT PHILLIPS PLATE
The team of Leigh and Sarah Chapman,
Michael Hampton and Michael Prior (all
Kent) have won the Hubert Phillips Plate, the
consolation event for the EBU’s mixed pivot
teams competition.
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EBED NEWS
To Boldly Go
THE readers of this magazine all know that bridge
is tremendous fun and that it offers unrivalled
richness and multi-faceted enjoyment – but how we
get across that message to young people is a question that clubs, counties and bridge administrators
nationally – and internationally – have wrestled
with in recent years.
An important and exciting new initiative from
English Bridge Education & Development is the
Junior Award Scheme which we will be launching at
the Junior Teach-In in August (see advert on page
29) and rolling out to schools at the start of the new
academic year. The scheme is designed to stimulate
enthusiasm for junior bridge among young players,
parents and educators.

Are We There Yet?
Our aim is to give young people positive reinforcement, confidence and a sense of achievement
through monitoring and encouraging their progress
along their bridge learning journey.
The scheme breaks down the skills required to
develop from raw rookie to serious contender into a
set of steps and milestones which can be easily
understood and evaluated in the classroom. These
skills (covering bidding, play and defence) are
grouped into six progressive levels of attainment:
Minibridge, Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum and
Diamond. Each level requires the satisfactory
‘demonstration’ of about twenty increasingly difficult elements of technique.
The scheme is intended to be administered by
school teachers through observation of the junior
player performing the required task in a real play
situation (possibly with prepared deals). Progress
cards for each student are maintained by the teacher
for ‘ticking off ’ each skill on the list, and the student
can see exactly where they stand against the
objectives for the level. We would expect that the
school’s bridge organiser would have the bridge
skills required to evaluate the students up to a
certain level, but for students attempting the higher
ranks, a local ‘expert’ may be drafted in to help.
16 English Bridge August 2015
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by Simon Barb

Once a student has acquired the complete set of
skills for a particular level, they will be awarded a
certificate which represents a permanent record of
achievement – with the holder’s name and details
recorded centrally.
We see the scheme having wide application in the
junior sphere including creating a framework for
skills attainment within the Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme, progress leading to invitations to
play at Junior Squad Training camps and possibly
forming the basis for a Scouts badge.

Coming Soon to a School Near You
The Junior Awards Scheme is now ready to be introduced. Starter packs with full details are available
from English Bridge Education & Development for
interested schools and we will be encouraging
everyone to adopt this structured approach.
Of course the scheme is nothing without teachers
to introduce it, so a second element of our strategy
is to gain the support of educators in making bridge
available to children in schools, particularly primary
schools. We believe that the learning of bridge is
something which schools should welcome. Dr Kairen
Cullen, a Chartered Educational Psychologist, is
quoted recently as stating: ‘Board and card games
help teach important life skills, such as communication, mental dexterity, logical reasoning and social
interaction. Games, also, by definition are about rules,
and having children engage with them in a positive
and play-based environment puts them in good stead
for the future. The aspect of winning or losing equips
them with the emotional capacity to withstand many
real-life situations and to enjoy winning with grace.’
We are now developing a range of publicity materials which can be used in presenting the benefits of
bridge in the classroom to our target audience.
These, together with our offer of Minibridge taster
sessions, generously sponsored by the Cutler Trust,
will form part of a direct-mail marketing campaign
to be launched in the new school year.
We look forward to reporting the scheme’s
success!
r
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New Prize Leads Quiz
OPENING leads are often subjective and virtually any
opening lead can be successful some of the time.
However, bridge is in many ways a game of
percentages and therefore certain leads will gain more
often than others. In each issue you will be given three
hands and the bidding on each, and you are asked to
choose your opening leads from those proposed by
our Quizmaster. Answers will be in the next issue. In
each problem you are on lead as West.

THIS MONTH’S
QUIZ
Hand 1
´ AQ843
™ Q2
t K764
® A6

West

North

East

1´
All Pass

2™

Pass

makers of playing cards since 1824

www.piatnikcardgames.co.uk
( 020 8661 8866

South
1™
3NT

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ´4; (c) t4; (d) ®A.

HHHHH
Hand 2
´ AQ2
™ KJ9852
t Q3
® 75

This attractive twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards
(‘Paisley Bridge Double’) is the prize on offer this
month. For information on the new Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk
There are TWO categories in our competition: up
to and including Master, and those with higher
ranking. Please indicate on the top left-hand corner
of the envelope, or in the e-mail subject line, the
category for which you are entering. The first
correct entry in each category out of a hat will win
the prize. The Editor’s decision is final.

West

South
3NT

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ™K; (c) ™9/™8/small heart;
(d) tQ.

HHHHH
Hand 3
´ Q42
™ 10 5 2
t QJ872
® Q 10

Please make sure you include your full postal
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail!

West

3t1
1

www.ebu.co.uk

East
Pass

All Pass

Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz,
23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR,
or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk
by 20th August 2015.

ANSWERS TO JUNE QUIZ: PAGE 28-29

North
3®

North

East

South

1´

6´

1t
Dble

All Pass

Pre-emptive

Choose from: (a) ´2; (b) a heart; (c) tQ; (d) ®Q. r
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Traps for the Unwary
Opening an Off-shape 1NT
THIS month we look at some tricky hands that
traditional theory glosses over and prefers to
pretend don’t exist. Sadly they do and present a
problem in normal methods. There is a solution but
it will be quite controversial to the purists amongst
you and involves opening 1NT when you should
rather than when you feel you should.
Imagine you pick up Hand A below:
Playing Acol, what is your
opening bid?
There is only one opening
bid that an experienced bidder
would consider, and only one
that a beginner would consider
and oddly enough they are not
the same one. Someone learning the game would open 1®, because ‘the hand has
two doubletons’ and that is what they have been
taught, while an experienced player would open
1NT. Why is 1NT right?
Those who open 1® have to consider what they
will rebid over the expected major-suit response
from partner, and thinking about your rebid ahead
is the key to realising that 1® will lead to a horrible
outcome. If you open 1® and partner responds 1™
or 1´, then you will have to rebid 2®. That will
often end the auction, and whether you are playing
teams or pairs you will have alighted in a horrid
part-score. At best partner will have doubleton
Hand A
´ AQ
™ K7
tQJ65
®97543

click

by Michael Byrne

link

support (if he has three cards the opponents should
be bidding their fit) and you will struggle to limp
home. Even worse, when you triumphantly make
your eight tricks on your reverse-triple-pinningElephant-squeeze, partner’s smile of admiration
will turn to confusion as he inspects the traveller
only to see that everyone else has made 120 or 150
in a no-trump part-score.
There are also other things that can go wrong: for
example, if partner has a good hand and is considering a slam he will upgrade a ‘good’ club holding
such as Q-J-x or K-x, and downgrade shortage, expecting your club suit to contain at least some
fraction of your high-card points.
And finally, you are not off the hook if the
opponents start bidding. No doubt you will feel
temporary relief as you don’t have to declare the
hand, but this will be short-lived and when partner
fishes out his low club from Q-x-x as an opening
lead, or even worse K-x, a sense of dread will
envelop you again . . .
The character and general nature of the hand is
much better served by opening 1NT. It is true that
having doubletons in the majors is not ideal; if you
catch partner with a 5-5 10 count you will probably
find yourself transferred into four-of-a-major after
reluctantly giving preference, but that is unlikely to
be such a disaster when your doubletons are so
strong. (Give partner a fair hand such as:
´ K J 7 6 3 ™ A Q 10 7 3 t 5 4 ® 3

and you quickly see what I mean).
So should all 5-4-2-2s within range open 1NT?
Of course not – knowing when to bend the rules
slightly (and when to break them outright) is part of
the key to developing judgement.
When you open a 5-4-2-2 weak no-trump, don’t do
it with 5-4 in the majors.
Obviously five spades and four
Hand B
hearts is easy to bid, but even
´ KJ76
with hands such as Hand B you
™ Q5432
shouldn’t consider opening 1NT.
tAJ
You will often miss a 5-3 heart
®Q3
fit or 4-4 spade fit by opening
18 English Bridge August 2015
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1NT, and if you do open 1™ you can always pass a
(dustbin) 1NT response, as it isn’t forcing.
In general try to avoid it when you have suits that
you could bid in a natural order, such as four spades
and five clubs.
If we change our example problem hand from
Hand A to Hand C, opening 1®
isn’t great, but at least you can
Hand C
bid 1´ over whatever red suit
´ QJ65
your partner bids, so opening
™ K7
1NT isn’t necessary.
tAQ
It is better to reserve it for
®97543
5-4 in the minors, or even
better those hands with a fivecard minor and a major suit
you won’t be able to show since such a bid would be
a reverse bid, such as Hands D-F :

Hand D
´ Q3
™KJ75
t A 10 8 3 2
®Q3
Diamonds &
hearts

Hand E
´ KJ
™Q542
tK8
®KJ754
Clubs &
hearts

Hand F
´ AQ
™ J4
t KQ43
® J9532
Clubs &
diamonds

What about opening 1NT with
a six-card minor suit? This is
only permissible if the suit is
very poor and the hand has
predominantly soft values,
(queens and jacks) as otherwise
the hand is simply too

Hand G
´ A3
™ 87
t K J 10 7 4 3
®KQ3

powerful. A hand like Hand G
is far, far too good, with several
honour tricks and possible
entries. Change it to Hand H,
and now it is more suitable,
lacking the strength and crisp
honour structure of the
previous example.

Hand H
´ AQ
™ QJ
t 10 7 6 5 3 2
®QJ4

Let’s review the Dos and Don’ts of opening an
off-shape 1NT:

Do:
Feel free to open 1NT with 5-4-2-2 shape if
you have a terrible five-card suit and honours spread evenly throughout the hand.
Take into account whether you could show
your suits if you opened the longest and
partner responded as expected. Suits that
would need you to reverse to show both
(such as five clubs and four diamonds) are
ideal for 1NT.

•
•

Don’t:
Open 1NT with 5-4 in the majors either
way round.
Open 1NT with a six-card minor suit
unless the hand is soft and feeble with a
poor anchor suit.
Be put off if you get one bad result from
opening 1NT with 5-4-2-2. Keep a note of
the first ten times you do it and in the long
r
run you will show a profit.

•
•
•

TELTSCHER TROPHY
THE 2015 Teltscher Trophy
(previously known as the Senior Camrose) has been won
by Ireland (with 123.9 VPs).
Scotland were second (on
111.39) and England third
(on 97.54).
England were represented
by (from the right in the photo)
Brian Senior, Norman Selway,
Nick Irens, Tony Forrester and
David Kendrick, with Simon
Cochemé as NPC.

www.ebu.co.uk
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Great Bridge Disasters

Dicing with Calamity
I SUPPOSE that a fireman would be a useful chap to
have around in case of a disaster. But at the recent
US Trials to select their second team for the
Bermuda Bowl, Paul Fireman who captained the
eventual winners could only sit and watch as his
team-mates diced with calamity.

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer North.
´ A9632
™85
t Q 10 8 7
®54
J
´ K 10 5
N
A Q 10 4 3
™K76
W
E
J
t9432
S
A K Q J 10 9
®873
´ Q874
™J92
tAK65
®62

GILL PAIN HAS RETIRED
GILL Pain, one of the key
members of the EBU staff
in Aylesbury, retired after
over twenty years of service. After starting in the Education Department, she
moved to Competitions
and for many years she
arranged everything which is required for an
event to run smoothly (including the Sim
Pairs events). Many members will want to
join the EBU staff in wishing Gill well and we
hope she enjoys her retirement. Her successor is Julia Thomas, who has been working
alongside Gill for a while, and we're sure she
will continue the great work which Gill has
done.
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The auction began with two passes to John Kranyak
as South, who naturally opened 1t. I say ‘naturally’
not because the bid was natural (though it was) but
because the average age of the players in this match
was considerably less than the norm. Every balanced
eleven count was routinely opened, and ten-point
hands were regarded as eleven if the circumstances
warranted – as they frequently seemed to do.
Geoff Hampson with the West cards overcalled
2NT to show the lowest two unbid suits. How he
planned to develop the bidding from this point will
never be known, because now the auction took a
turn for the bizarre. North, Vincent Demuy,
doubled 2NT as a kind of negative double,
primarily showing spades (the only ‘unbid suit’).
East, Eric Greco, passed the double because – one
presumes – he didn’t want to give preference
between hearts and clubs with equal length in the
two suits, and relied on his partner to name his
longer suit (or perhaps to redouble with equal
length in both). Although Kranyak could have
supported spades at this point, he also thought that
Hampson would bid one of his suits, after which
Kranyak could support spades without implying
any extra values.
Doubtless Hampson interpreted East’s pass of
North’s double as showing stoppers in both the
opponents’ suits. Otherwise, it isn’t at all clear why
he decided that 2NT doubled would be as good a
place to play the hand as any other. That was eventually his view, though, and his pass concluded this
remarkable auction:
West
North
Hampson Demuy
Pass
2NT
Dble

East
Greco
Pass
All Pass

South
Kranyak
1t

Put yourself in the place of Paul Fireman as he
watched his Northern team-mate contemplate an
opening lead. He could see, as we all could via
Bridge Base Online, that if Demuy chose to lead a
diamond it would be normal for the defenders to
www.ebu.co.uk

cash out that suit – and in the process, Kranyak
would show up with tA-K. That would mean
Demuy really had to have the ´A for his secondround double, and Hampson would make the
contract.
Of course, that need not be a tragedy – 2NT
doubled making exactly is an unusual way to score a
vulnerable 690, but East-West could score almost
that in more orthodox contracts such as 4™ or 5®.
(In fact, at the other table North-South had done
pretty well to buy the hand in 4´ doubled, losing
only 300 in lieu of a vulnerable game.)
But Demuy didn’t lead a diamond, putting his
faith in his own suit. When ´3 appeared on the
table, shortly followed by Greco’s dummy, Hampson went into a lengthy trance. Well he might,
because the possible swings on the board had now
become considerable. If he played the king and that
held the trick, he would make 2NT doubled with
four overtricks. This has not happened very often in
the history of bridge, and even some of the expert
commentators did not have the score at their
fingertips, but a brief calculation produced the
answer 1490. If on the other hand Hampson played
the king and that didn’t hold the trick, he would lose
five spades and however many diamonds the enemy
could cash. Four down doubled and five down
doubled vulnerable are, alas, the more familiar
numbers 1100 and 1400 respectively.
If Hampson played low and that drew the ace, he
would be at the mercy of the diamond break. But if
he played low and that drew the queen, he would be
down whatever he did, and might kick himself for
several weeks for not playing the king.
The minutes ticked by, and still Hampson did not
move. Finally, with a gesture of resignation he called
for dummy’s low spade. Kranyak won his queen, the
defenders cashed their six tricks, and Fireman could
breathe again.
r

NEW PLAYERS WELCOME
The newly-formed Armada Bridge Club
meets every Thursday at 6.50pm in the Wigmore Lounge at Plymstock Community Centre, Devon, and welcomes new players and
visitors. A host system is in operation so you
don't need a partner. Light refreshments provided. The secretary is Dr Clare Hamon,
email clarehamon@blueyonder.co.uk or
( 01752 77 2395.

www.ebu.co.uk

Great Value

Blue
points

EBU BLUE POINT
BRIDGE HOLIDAYS
for Club Players

Last holiday for 2015: Chilworth Manor, Hants,

16-20 October, £299 per person
(£9.99 ss)

An extended weekend aimed at social players
looking to combine a holiday with some gently
competitive bridge. Blue Points are awarded for
all sessions.

Bookings to the organisers, Bridge Overseas,
via the Accommodation Booking Service
on 0800 0346 246.

6 – 8 November 2015

SENIORS CONGRESS

Holiday Inn – Birmingham Airport
To be eligible,
you must have been born in 1955 or before

Championship Pairs
Swiss Pairs
Swiss Teams

Greenpointed

Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Dept

( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219
or book online at www.ebu.co.uk
EBU Accommodation Booking Service

( 0800 0346 246
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Your Questions Answered

Third Suit Forcing
IAN JOHNS writes by email: Having recently
received and twice read the April 2015 issue I
again have been entertained and stimulated. In
particular I note three auctions featuring third
suit forcing – two from the Gold Cup final and
one from the Camrose. It seems a very
interesting idea, and a method employed by the
two Davids (Bakhshi and Gold) and other internationals is high endorsement. Any chance of
an article about it in English Bridge?

SUPPOSE partner opens 1®, you respond 1´ and
partner rebids 2®. What do you bid on the following hands?

Hand (a)
´ K Q 10 7 5
™K8542
t2
®85

Hand (b)
´ K Q 10 7 5
™AK75
t62
®A3

Hand (c)
´ A 10 9 7 5
™ AK7
t A4
® Q65

Playing Acol in its original form ‘the more you bid,
the more you’ve got’, so you bid:
(a) 2™, non-forcing with both majors. You get to
play in 2™ opposite, say:
´J ™A76 tK975 ®AQ974

which is definitely best.
(b) 3™, natural and forcing with both majors. This
is fine if partner raises hearts but it leaves little
room to investigate if the right contract is 3NT
(opposite ´ J 2 ™ 6 t K J 9 5 ® K Q J 10 9 6)
or a slam (imagine:

click

by Frances Hinden

link

7® needs much the same as 3NT). In fact, the
‘correct’ Acol response to 1® fifty years ago
would have been a strong jump shift of 2´; this
leads to the same problem of not knowing the
right strain or level.
The advantage of being able to bid 2™ non-forcing
is that you can deal happily with Hand (a). The
disadvantage is that stronger hands are much harder
to bid. As a consequence, the modern trend is to
play the 2™ bid here as forcing. You have to pass 2®
on Hand (a) and hope for the best (partner often
has six clubs) but on Hands (b) and (c) you bid 2™
safe in the knowledge that partner won’t pass. This
is called ‘Third Suit Forcing’. While is it ostensibly
natural (you bid your better red suit in this auction)
it does not promise a four-card suit.
As opener, you still bid naturally (although you
mustn’t pass). 2´, 2NT and 3® are not forcing.
With a strong hand unsure of what to bid, you bid
3t which is still fourth suit forcing. There is one good
agreement to have, however, and that is to play that
the raise to 3™ is forcing. It’s possible that you will
get too high if responder has a 5-4-3-1 11-count,
but as responder might not have four hearts, opener
cannot afford to jump to 4™ with four of them.
As responder, once you have bid ‘third suit
forcing’ and hear a minimum non-forcing rebid
from opener, you have two options: either pass
opener’s bid or make another bid which is now
game forcing:

´
™
t
®

A3
K42
W
J4
A 10 9 8 6 4

E

´
™
t
®

KQJ75
AQ6
72
QJ3

´ A 2 ™ 8 6 t K 7 5 ® K Q 10 9 7 6)

– but partner will bid 3NT on both these hands
over 3™.
(c) You have no good bid other than 3NT and
hope for the best, knowing this could be a silly
contract (opposite:
´ K 3 ™ Q 3 t 7 6 ® A J 10 9 8 7 4
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West
1®
2®
2´2
3´4

East
1´
2™1
3®3
4´
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1
2

3
4

Natural, but may not be four cards (third suit forcing).
Minimum hand, usually a doubleton spade (nonforcing).
Forcing with a club fit.
Best possible spade holding.

´
™
t
®

1
2

3

4

5
6

K4
AQ92
4
AJ7642

W

E

´
™
t
®

AQJ32
K J 10 3
A52
3

West
East
1®
1´
2®
2™
3™1
4t2
4´3
4NT4
5´5
7™6
Forcing, as partner may not have four hearts.
East has to cue-bid 4t to agree hearts. 3´ or 4® would
be natural, and suggest that he does not have four
hearts.
West has a huge hand opposite a slam try in hearts
but doesn’t know enough about the hand to take
control.
Roman Key-card Blackwood. The spade cue-bid
(which must be the king) is extremely good news.
Two out of five ‘aces’ and the queen of trumps.
Five spade tricks, two-minor suit aces, four trumps and
two club ruffs in hand comes to thirteen (the singleton diamond is not needed).

Spare Bids
If 1® – 1´ – 2® – 2™ is forcing, that leaves you free
to find a meaning for 1® – 1´ – 2® – 3™. Don’t try
this without discussion, as there are two sensible
meanings: either a singleton heart and a slam try in
clubs, or game forcing with at least 5-5 in the
majors. Both of these hands are not easy to show,
and they are both useful meanings; you just need to
agree which you will play.

A Step Further
The approach described here is to bid your better
red suit ‘naturally’ in the auction 1® – 1´ – 2® – ?
Holding:
´ K Q 10 7 2 ™ A K 3 t 7 2 ® A 8 4

you bid 2™; with:

you bid 2t. This is the most descriptive way of
bidding the hand.
It is possible to take this approach a step further
and play the cheapest ‘third suit forcing’ as
completely artificial. Bidding 2t as responder after
1® – 1´ – 2® doesn’t show diamonds at all, it is just
a forcing bid asking opener to describe his hand
further. 2™ retains its original meaning of natural
and non-forcing. This adds a lot of definition to
these auctions, but there is no point unless you and
your partner are prepared to discuss the method in
detail (for example: 1® – 1´ – 2® – 2t – 2™ – 3t:
is this showing 5-5 in spades and diamonds, or is it
‘fourth suit forcing’ looking for a diamond stop?).

Other Third Suit Auctions
There are a number of similar auctions: after 1t –
1™ – 2t, 2´ and 3® are both ‘third suit’ and
because of the higher level they are both usually
played as game forcing. Opener has denied four
spades, so responder is free to bid 2´ on, say, K-Q-x
without worrying about it being raised.
In fact, you will come to realise there are twentyfour possible ‘third suit’ auctions and you can spend
many hours discussing each of them individually.
r
Good luck!

A monthly publication
featuring book reviews,
news, quizzes &
competitions, readers'
letters, special
subscriber offers
and much more.
Bridge Magazine's
outstanding team of writers cover every
aspect of the game and deliver a ‘mustread’ publication no bridge player can
afford to be without.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR EBU MEMBERS:
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Report
2015 Schapiro Spring Fours by Heather Dhondy
THE Spring Fours always attracts a strong field with
many top international players and this year was no
exception. The final featured second seeds Hinden
(Frances Hinden, Graham Osborne, Jeffrey Allerton
and Jon Cooke) against a team that included two
current European champions from Israel, and two
Lithuanian stars (Lotan Fisher, Ron Schwartz, Vitas
Vainikonis, Wojtek Olanski, Waseem Naqvi and
Dror Padon). The Hinden team were undefeated
going into the final, and won it by 4 IMPs. As the
undefeated team, they could have called for eight
extra boards if they had been losing; however, this
proved to be unnecessary.
Their final three matches were all close affairs,
and the first deal comes from round five against
previous winners Penfold (Sandra Penfold, Brian
Senior, Nevena Senior, Kalin Karaivanov, and
Rumen Trendafilov):

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer North.
´ 10 9 8 5 4
™ 10 5 2
tA52
®KJ
K7
´ QJ62
N
Q93
™874
W
E
KQJ7643
t Void
S
7
® 10 9 8 5 4 2
´ A3
™AKJ6
t 10 9 8
®AQ63

‘MY EBU’
The new Members’ Area is available
to preview on the EBU website.

click
link

Read about it at http://ebustaff.blogspot.
co.uk/2015/06/beta-release-of-my-ebu.html

24 English Bridge August 2015

West
North
Trendafilov Allerton
Pass
1t
1´
Pass
3t
Pass
Redble
All Pass

click
link

East
Karaivanov
Pass
Pass
Dble
Pass

South
Cooke
1®
2™
Pass
3NT

Jon Cooke chose to reverse into hearts, holding no
stopper in diamonds, and Jeffrey Allerton’s 3t bid
was a probe for no-trumps. Kalin Karaivanov’s
double was a positive suggestion that a different
lead would be preferable, and Allerton’s redouble
showed the ace of diamonds. Despite holding just
one stopper the only realistic contract for Cooke
was 3NT.
Rumen Trendafilov led the king of diamonds
which was ducked, Karaivanov discarding a club,
and the queen of diamonds continuation was won
in dummy. How would you plan the play?
The simple chance is to play for the heart finesse,
but how likely is this to work? Cooke realised that
West must hold some outside cards, since otherwise
he would have made a pre-emptive jump to 3t. He
then had to decide what the alternative lead East
was hoping for could be, and clearly this had to be
spades. Given these clues, it seemed almost inconceivable that the heart finesse would work, so he
chose instead to attempt an endplay.
Suppose West had begun with:
´x ™Qxxx tKQJxxxx ®x
Now the line of cashing clubs and the ace of spades,
and throwing West in to lead away from the queen
of hearts would work, and this is the line many declarers would choose. However, Cooke saw a further
possibility. Suppose West had begun with two spades
to an honour and three hearts; now this line would
fail; but if, after unblocking dummy’s clubs, he played a spade to the ace, what should West do?
At the table West could see the endplay coming,
and he played the king of spades under the ace. This
was not a problem for Cooke since he simply played
a spade back to cut the defence’s communications.
www.ebu.co.uk

East could cash one more spade, but that was only
the third trick for the opponents and the position
was now set for the endplay on West.
This board earned them 14 IMPs, in a match
which they won by just 12.
Moving on to the final, this board proved to be a
decisive swing in favour of the Hinden team:

since 3NT cannot make on best defence, and 3®
duly made. This is what happened at the other table:
West
Naqvi

North
Allerton

East
Padon

Pass
All Pass

1´

Pass

South
Cooke
1®
3NT

West’s rather surprising pass over 1® gave the
North-South pair a free run, and South decided to
have a go at 3NT based, not unreasonably, on the
hope that his clubs would provide a source of tricks.
His partner’s void in the suit was thus a disappoint´
ment to him, but finding the right defence was not
™
going to prove easy.
t
Waseem Naqvi began with a top spade to take a
®
look at dummy, and had to decide how to proceed.
He figured that there was a threat of club tricks to
come, so the defence might need to get active.
You can’t be certain who holds the second spade,
so a low heart looks the most attractive switch since
this will provide five tricks for the defence if partner
hold ™K-J or ™K-Q, and your entry is preserved to
West
North
East
South
your top spade. A diamond looks dangerous since
Hinden
Fisher
Osborne
Schwartz
partner might hold, say, tK-x when the clubs aren’t
1®
running. The ten of clubs cannot give the club suit
1´
Pass
Pass
Dble
away if partner holds a slow stopper, but if the clubs
Pass
2t
Pass
3®
are running and declarer holds the ace-king of diaAll Pass
monds, you must attack hearts now.
On the actual layout, you can see that declarer’s
It is hard to criticise the Israeli auction, especially clubs are not going to provide the tricks he was
hoping for, so that
almost any passive
defence will work,
including a low
heart, but Naqvi
fatally chose the
ace, after which
declarer
simply
needed to drive
out the ®A to
make nine tricks.
This gave the
Hinden team a
crucial
10-IMP
swing. Congratulations to Frances
Hinden, Graham
Osborne, Jeffrey
From the left: event sponsor Helen Schapiro with the Spring Fours winners,
Allerton and Jon
Graham Osborne, Frances Hinden, Jeffrey Allerton and Jon Cooke.
r
Cooke.
Game All. Dealer South.
´ Q 10 4 3 2
™982
t Q 10 8 5 4
® Void
AK976
´ 85
N
A 10 7
™J653
W
E
632
tJ7
S
10 6
®A9532
´J
™KQ4
tAK9
®KQJ874

www.ebu.co.uk
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Basic Cardplay

Cover an Honour Quiz

click

by Paul Bowyer

link

IN the previous two articles I have looked at
examples of the hoary adage ‘cover-an-honourwith-an-honour’. The idea is to prevent declarer
making tricks to which he is not entitled.
Now the last article contained examples where
dummy was on your left, playing after you. This
article has the closed hand on your left, with
dummy leading through you. The question remains
the same, though. Should you (or should you not)
cover an honour with one of yours?
Let’s do this by example. Here are six of the best.
In each case declarer, South, leads a spade honour
from the table and you, sitting over dummy, have to
decide what to do.
Layout 1

´J62

covering sequences as there can be nothing to
promote in partner’s hand. If West has the ´K he
will make it anyway.
Layout 3

´ 10 8 3
N
W

E
S

´Q6

South, playing in 3NT, leads the ´10 from the
dummy. Do you cover with the ´Q? Why (or why
not)?
Answer: Yes, cover with the ´Q. There are all sorts
of layouts where covering is right: West might have
´K-9-x or even ´9-x-x-x. If declarer were to hold
´A-K-J-9 then all is lost whatever you do.

N
W

E
S

´Q97

South, playing in 3NT, leads the ´J from the
dummy. Do you cover with the ´Q? Why (or why
not)?

Many players fail to recognise that a Ten counts as
an honour under the meaning of the act. It does.
Layout 4

´QJ94
N
W

E
S

Answer: Yes, you must cover with the ´Q. West may
have the ´K or the ´10 or even the ´A all of which
would bring the ´9 into the game if you play the
´Q. If South were to hold ´A-K-10-x then all is lost
whatever you do.
Layout 2

´ J 10 9
N
W

E
S

´Q87

South, playing in 3NT, leads the ´J from the
dummy. Do you cover with the ´Q? Why (or why
not)?
Answer: No, don’t cover. There is no point in

´K63

South, playing in 3NT, leads the ´Q from the
dummy. Do you cover with the ´K? Why (or why
not)?
Answer: No, don’t cover. It is usually wrong to cover
the top of touching honours. If the ´Q wins the
trick and the ´J is led next, cover that. If you were to
cover the first spade declarer may make four tricks
with an original holding of ´A-x-x by finessing
against your partner’s ´10-x-x. If you hold back
your king for a round, you must make a trick for
your side. Of course, if partner doesn’t have the ´10
then all is lost anyway, but playing the ´K on the
first lead would gain you nothing.

The Judicial Review into Sport England's refusal to recognise bridge as a sport is scheduled for
September 22-23. A summary of the arguments for a reversal of their position can be seen in the
EBU Press Release online. Links to some of the media coverage are also available from the website.
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Layout 5

´QJ74
N
W

E
S

´K3

CAPTION
COMPETITION

South, playing in 3NT, leads the ´Q from the
dummy. Do you cover with the ´K? Why (or why
not)?
Answer: Yes, cover with the king. With only ´K-x
you have to take the opportunity while you can of
taking out two honours for one. If you don’t cover
the ´Q, you may have to play your ´K on the ´4 on
the next round. No red-blooded bridge player likes
to play his honours ‘on air’.
Still trying to figure out the Rule of 11, Professor?

And finally . . .
Layout 6

´Q863
N
W

E
S

´K9

South opens 3´ and plays in 4´. Dummy wins the
opening lead and South calls for the ´Q. Do you
cover with the ´K? Why (or why not)?
Answer: Certainly not! Play the ´9 smoothly and
quickly. Covering with the ´K is felo de se. South has
seven spades and is trying to hustle you into an
injudicious, revealing cover. As West has no spades
there can be nothing to promote, and promotion of
lower cards is the key to covering honours. How
could you promote a void?
You must play low with an innocent air and watch
as declarer attempts to drop West’s singleton ´K.
r
Oops!

ThE winner of our June competition, with the
caption above, is Derrick Balsom of Market
Drayton, Shrops, who will receive a charming
bridge mug from our sponsors, Bridge and Golf
Gifts Direct (see advert on page 10). Other very
good captions were: Professor, would it not be
easier to email the EBU for your rebate entitlement? (henry McBride, West Bromwich); Have
you got a problem with the losing trick count?
(William Montford, via email); So that’s how you
work out two down doubled vulnerable!? (William
Brooks, Bath); and So Professor, I see that you are
still teaching Robson’s simple responses to
an open ing Mini No-trump (Doug Evans,
Cheltenham).
The cartoon for our new competition is
below. Please send your bridgy captions
(multiple entries accepted) to Caption
Competition, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh Road,
Reading RG1 5LR or by e-mail to elena@ebu.
co.uk not later than 20th August 2015.
Don’t forget to include your full postal address!

MANCHESTER TEAM
WINS PACHABO CUP
ThE Manchester team of John holland, Rodney
Lighton, Michael Newman, Alan Mould and
Michael Byrne has won the Pachabo Cup. The
event, for the winners of each county’s teams of
four event, is scored using a combination of
Point-a-Board and VPs. The Manchester team
finished 5.5 points ahead of the field.
The Surrey team of Jeffrey Allerton, Mike
Scoltock, Graham Osborne and Frances hinden
narrowly took second place, finishing just half a
point ahead of Gerald and Stuart Tredinnick,
Jeremy Willans and Norman Selway of Kent.

www.ebu.co.uk

Sponsored by Bridge &
Golf Gifts Direct
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Prize Leads Quiz Answers
Answers to June Problems

click

by Alan Mould
Hand 1
´ AQ983
™ A
t K642
® AK2
West

North

Dble

All Pass

East

South
1NT1
1
12-14

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ´9/´8; (c) t2; (d) ®A/®K.

This problem was sent to me by Manchester player
Alan Jones though I have doctored the hand a little.
(a) ´A: 10 marks. Fourth highest of longest and
strongest? Not on this hand, in my view. Usually you
lead fourth highest so that when partner gets in
partner can return the suit to you, hopefully
through declarer’s honours. But exactly how likely is
that? You have a 20-count and declarer 12-14.
Partner is fairly unlikely to be getting in (certainly
not in time as declarer’s first play is likely to be on
hearts). So you are probably going to have to beat
this by leading yourself all the time. In that case it is
much better to start with the ´A as dummy’s
holding may tell you what to do. At the table this
was rewarded when dummy had J-10 stiff and you
could just continue with the ´Q. A low spade gave
declarer two spade tricks (she had K-x-x-x).
(b) ´9/´8: 7 marks. My second choice but inferior
to the ace for the reasons given above.
(c) t2: 2 marks. I really cannot see why you would

link

want to lead from a weak four-card suit rather than
a strong five-card suit.
(d) ®A/®K: 5 marks. This would be my second
choice if I didn’t lead a spade. However, the odds are
against it here. You lead from a short A-K against
no-trumps in the hope of setting up partner’s suit,
but as discussed above partner is unlikely to have
anything and most of the time you will just be
setting up declarer’s tricks. Plus, after the ´A, if that
suit looks hopeless, you could always try this one
next.
HHHHHH
Hand 2
´ AQ65
™ 4
t J 10 6 4
® A Q 10 3

West

North

Pass
2t2
Dble3
All Pass
1
12-14; 2 Transfer to hearts;

East
Pass
3

South
1NT1
2™

Take-out of hearts

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ™4; (c) tJ; (d) ®A.

This problem again comes from Alan Jones and
again I have doctored the hand slightly. You have
made a take-out double and partner has passed.
What now?
(a) ´A: 3 marks. Why? What is the hurry? Most of

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master: Dean Swallow,
London N7

Open:

Tim Greenhill,
Billingshurst

Sponsored by
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the strength is on your right so the ´A is likely to set
up declarer’s king. Plus, where are the spades going
anyway? Is it really likely that dummy (the one with
the long trumps) has discards in declarer’s hand?
(b) ™4: 10 marks. The stand-out lead, in my view.
You have been here before: partner has passed a lowlevel take-out double for penalties so has good
trumps. This lead helps you to draw trumps and
also does not lead away from your high cards. If
partner was not prepared to see a trump lead here
he should not have passed. At the table partner had
™A-Q-10-7 and dummy ™K-J-9-8-x so partner was
charmed with this lead.
(c) tJ: 7 marks. If I wasn’t going to lead a trump
this would be my choice, but it is nowhere near as
good as a trump and could still carve up the suit.
(d) ®A: 3 marks. Exactly the same arguments as in
(a) apply and exactly the same mark!

-

HHHHHH
Hand 3
´ J7632
™ J4
t KQ5
® 542
West

North

East

South
1™
2™1
3NT

Pass
2®
Pass
Pass
3®2
Pass
All Pass
1
Not forcing; 2 Invitational but not forcing

Choose from: (a) ´3; (b) ™J; (c) tK; (d) a club.

Both opponents have limited their hands and yet
opener has taken a shot at 3NT. Unless South is the
kind of player who always bids 3NT in these situations (‘It is the same number of tricks, partner!’),
South ought to think the clubs are running. Sadly
you agree with South looking at your holding! It is
likely therefore that left to his own devices declarer
will come to enough tricks and hence I think you
need an active defence here.
(a) ´3: 6 marks. Fourth highest of your longest and
strongest. But for the reasons I give above I think
this is just likely to be too slow here. Unless partner
has very good spades and you are cashing the suit
out, declarer will likely arrive at nine tricks.
(b) ™J: 1 mark. Why are you leading declarer’s suit?
No, I don’t know either.
www.ebu.co.uk

(c) tK: 10 marks. For the reasons given above I
think you need to play for a quick set. Plus, it is
fairly unlikely that either opponent has four diamonds, so length with partner is a distinct possibility. At the table partner had tJ-x-x-x-x, but also
had the ®K so this was the winning lead.
(d) A club: 1 mark. Just like a heart, I can see no
reason why you would want to lead dummy’s long
suit!
r
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EBU News
Where Does Your Money Go?
IN June three England teams competed in the
European Youth Teams in Tromsø, at the Under 25,
Under 20 and Under 15 levels.*
At the end of September our Open, Women’s and
Senior teams (pictures below) will be competing in
the Bermuda Bowl, the Venice Cup and the D’Orsi
Bowl respectively, at the World Championships in
Chennai, India. They’re there because this time last
year each of the three teams won a medal at the
European Championships in Croatia.

Forrester

Ja. Hackett

Robson

Ju. Hackett

Bakhshi

Cope

Gold

Murphy

So, who pays for all of this? Well, you do. In 20142015 about 5% of the EBU’s income went towards
helping our international participation.
For
example, every time you played at an EBU-affiliated
club, about 1.5p went towards the internationals
budget. If you play in the annual Bridge England
Simultaneous Pairs, all of the income from that goes
to funding international bridge. This year it is
paying for our Under-15 team to play in the European Championships.
In this article I will explain how we use your
money, and also why I think it’s a good idea.
The EBU’s budget for international bridge is
managed by the Selection Committee. The Selection

* I’m writing this article some time before the event,
so I don’t know whether I should be congratulating
the teams at this point.
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by Andy Bowles

Committee is a voluntary body which is elected by
the EBU Shareholders, and which operates within
parameters set by the Board of Directors.

Smith

Brock

Dhondy

Senior

Brown

Draper

Patterson

Burn

Most of the internationals budget is spent on two
areas: sending teams to representative international
events and training the junior squads.
We send teams to Home Internationals (such as
the Camrose and Lady Milne), European Championships, World Championships if we qualify, and
some secondary junior events.
A European or World Championship lasts about
two weeks. Each team comprises six players, a
captain, and usually a coach.

P. Hackett

Price

Mossop

Hallberg

Simpson

Holland

Cochemé

In Senior events the EBU pays only the entry fee,
www.ebu.co.uk

EBU News
with the team otherwise paying their own way. In
Open, Women’s and Junior events, the EBU pays for
the entry fees, travel, accommodation and subsistence for the team. We’re careful to keep these costs
low. Travel is always economy class (in contrast to
many of our rivals, who provide their teams with
business-class flights). The teams stay in reasonably
priced hotel accommodation, even if that means
being some distance from the venue. Juniors
generally stay in shared rooms or even dormitories;
adults usually get a room each. The allowance for
meals is adequate rather than lavish. And nobody
gets paid for their time.
In fact, for most of our players there is still a cost
to participation. Some of them have jobs and are
taking time off work, and some are bridge professionals. In either case the time they spend playing
for England is time when they are not earning a
living. Many of the players also spend some of their
own money one way or another, for example on
pre-event practice or on arriving at the event a few
days early so as to become more acclimatised.
This is, of course, fine with them. They are proud
to be representing their country, and grateful to the
EBU members for funding the teams.
The Selection Committee is also grateful, because
it means that we can always select what we consider

to be the best team. The cost of playing in a World
or European Championship is a significant amount
of money for most of our players. Without subsidy
from EBU funds, some of our top players would be
unable to play, or only able to play occasionally.
Playing for England would be limited to those who
could afford it. By paying the team’s expenses, the
EBU ensures that the team is chosen solely on merit.
The other main cost is in training juniors. We
have squads for each of the age-bands, managed by
three very hard-working squad leaders. Each squad
has frequent training sessions, with the training
provided by the squad leaders and by top players
who donate their time. We also send junior teams to
overseas invitation events to gain experience of
international bridge.
Again, we keep the costs down as far as possible,
but because of the number of junior players
involved and the intensity of the training, the costs
are significant. Without EBU funding, the squad
system simply couldn’t exist.
This is a vital part of our preparation of juniors
for international events, and a long term investment
for our Open and Women’s teams. It’s also good for
bridge in England generally for young players to be
helped to improve their game and encouraged to
r
succeed at the highest levels.

Members of the Junior Squad take a break from bridge at a Stratford-upon-Avon playground.
www.ebu.co.uk
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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

n AUGUST 2015
14-23
17-20
20-29
25-27

Summer Meeting, Brighton
(see advert on page 52)
Really Easy Congress, Brighton
(see advert on page 12)
World Youth Open
Championships, Opatija, Croatia
Northern Midweek Congress
Dunkenhalgh Hotel & Spa
(see advert on page 48)

n SEPTEMBER 2015
4-6
5-6

Isle of Man Congress, Douglas
Crockford Finals
Holiday Inn, Bir’ham Airport
7-11
EBED Autumn Sim Pairs, Clubs
11-20
Confiance Guernsey Congress
La Trelade Country House
(see advert on page 48)
12-13
Premier League 1st Weekend
Manchester Bridge Club
12-13
Bedford Congress
Milton Keynes
18-20
Cornwall Congress
Falcon Hotel, Bude
26-27
Cumbria/Westmorland GP Weekend, Castle Green Hotel, Kendal
26-27
Derby GP Weekend, Spondon
26-27
Essex/Herts GP Weekend,
Wodson Park, Ware
26-27
Surrey GP Weekend
Guildford Leisure Centre
26-10 Oct Bermuda Bowl/Venice Cup/
D’Orsi Bowl, Chennai, India

n OCTOBER 2015
2-4

West of England Congress
Weston super Mare
3-4
Great Northern Swiss Pairs
(see advert on page 48)
3-4
Felixstowe Congress
Felixstowe Leisure Centre
5-8
British Autumn Sim Pairs, Clubs
7-13
Bridge Overseas Rhodes Congress
Ixia, Rhodes
16-18
Autumn Congress, Peterborough
(see advert on page 48)
16-20
Blue Point Holiday, Hampshire
(see advert on page 21)
24-25
Lancashire Congress
Bolton (Sat), Blackburn (Sun)
24-25
Malvern Congress
St John’s Sports Centre
30-1 Nov Really Easy Weekend,
Horwood House Hotel, Bucks.
(see advert on page 45)
31-1 Nov Premier League 2nd Weekend,
C&NW Bridge Club
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BLUE AND WHITE BOOK UPDATE
THE Blue Book and White Book
are updated each year on
August 1st, but this year the
changes are not substantial.
One change in the Blue Book is
to allow some distributional
strong 1® or 1t openers (only)
to be 1 HCP weaker than formerly. All other requirements
will remain the same, so such an
opener must by agreement be:
(a) any hand of at least 16 HCP,
or:
(b) any hand meeting the Rule
of 24, or:
(c) subject to proper disclosure, a hand that contains at least the normal
high-card strength associated with a one-level
opening and at least eight
clear-cut tricks.
The important change in the
White Book is to the way we
deal with mis-bids. These will
no longer be treated the same
way as psyches (classifying
them as red, amber, green), but

will instead be dealt with by
using the existing laws on Misinformation (MI) and Un authorised Information (UI).
This means that if you misbid and your partner appeared
to have catered for that
possibility, the TD will consider
whether your stated agreement
really is your actual agreement
and, if not, whether your
opponents might have been
damaged by MI.
The other thing the TD will
look at is whether either
partner gave UI, through
alerting, explaining, making a
comment or using body
language. If so, that UI may well
limit what the partnership is
now allowed to do.
The intention of these
changes is not to be softer on
players whose partners cater for
their mis-bids, but to allow
bridge scores to stand when a
mis-bid really hasn’t damaged
anyone.

CHAMPIONS’ CUP
FROM 11th – 14th November
the EBU will host the Champions Cup at Horwood House
near Milton Keynes.
This event, the first European
event held in England since
2002, is for the winners of the
major domestic competition of
Europe’s ten top countries in
the previous European Teams
Championships.
England and the EBU will be
represented by the winners of
the Premier League – the team
captained by Alexander Allfrey

– and by a team captained by
Simon Gillis (interview page 53).
Spectators wishing to attend
can watch the elite of Europe’s
players at the table. The event
will also be shown on Bridge
Base Online. Timings will be
confirmed on the EBU website
nearer the event. Any volunteers wishing to help would be
appreciated and should contact
gordon@ebu.co.uk.
The event history can be seen
at www.eurobridge.org/europea
n-champions-cup.aspx.
www.ebu.co.uk

Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

AUGUST 2015
WEST HANDS

AUGUST 2015
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. N/S Game
Dealer North
(Wala)
* North opens 3™
2. Game All
Dealer West
(Tobing)
3. Love All
Dealer West
(Klinger)
4. N/S Game
Dealer East
(Nunes)
5. Game All
Dealer East
(Fleischer)

´
™
t
®

K Q J 10 5
3
84
AKQJ5

1. N/S Game
Dealer North

´
™
t
®

A7
AJ8
A32
K9543

2. Game All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

98642
3
AQ973
A9

3. Love All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

532
Q53
KJ5
A874

4. N/S Game
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

2
A764
K83
K 10 7 6 5

5. Game All
Dealer East

(Szenberg)
* North opens 3™

(Asbi)

(Haughie)

(Fantoni)

(Martel)

´ 10 3
™ KQJ743
t KQ2
(Zia)
® QJ
* South passes, North bids 1´

´
™
t
®

A32
A J 10
932
8732

´
™
t
®

K8642
Q65
J
A762

´
™
t
®

Void
AKQ84
KJ642
K82

´
™
t
®

AK84
A72
AQ2
KQ3

´
™
t
®

A K Q 10 7 3
Q85
AQ74
Void

´ Q964
™ A2
t A 10 3
(Duboin)
® 10 6 5 4
* South passes, North bids 1´

6. Game All
Dealer South

6. Game All
Dealer South
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EBU SHOP

EBU SHOP

Little Book of Bridge Tips

Bridge Quiz Challenge

£2.99
£10

– 104 Bridge Quiz Cards.
Use alone or with friends.

A great little book to guide you
through the key areas of the game.

Teach Your Child Bridge

by Sue Maxwell

by Ron Klinger

£5.95 (rrp £9.95)
An introduction to minibridge by one
of the EBU's most respected teachers

£8.99 (rrp £10.99)
An easy and comfortable path for
children to come to grips with bridge.

( 01296 397851 / 317200

( 01296 397851 / 317200

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

or order at www.ebu.co.uk/shop

or order at www.ebu.co.uk/shop

Prices do not include p&p, but include VAT.
No further discounts.

Prices do not include p&p, but include VAT.
No further discounts.

Offers end 31st August 2015.

Offers end 31st August 2015.

$

Minibridge Flipper

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR
BRIDGE IS A SPORT
THE article by Ian Payn (June
2015) concerning his experiences
in dealing with the media in the
context of the Judicial Review
was fascinating, witty and highly
entertaining. It is sad that the
idea of bridge as a sport is a
problem for some people.
Presumably there is no such
problem with other less physically demanding pastimes such
as darts, bowls and snooker.
Perhaps these and similar activities are not classed as ‘sports’ as
such, though I believe that such
classification may differ from
one country to another.
Matthew Tan, by email

Send your letters to the editor,
Elena Jeronimidis, 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR, or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal address)
The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

Sadly, Bernie Suits died in his
eighties in 2007. I suspect he
would have confirmed that bridge
is a game and not a sport.
Andrew Ward, Stroud

BRIDGE AND SPORTS
LOOKING for the bridge
column in my newspaper, I
wondered whether the EBU has
attempted to persuade the
broadsheets that the column
should appear in the sports
section or, indeed, the authors to
insist that is where their columns
should be? If the newspapers
accept this, would it not add
force to the legal argument that
bridge is a sport?
Paul Clayburn, Upper Colwall

BRIDGE IS A GAME
In 1976, when I was a graduate
student at the University of
Waterloo in Canada, I studied
under Professor Bernard Suits,
the philosopher who defined ‘a
game’ and ‘a sport’. Suits’s book,
The Grasshopper, is all about
defining ‘a game’.
His later definition of a sport
contained five components: the
prerequisite of a game, skilful
play, physical skill, a wide following, and a certain level of
stability so that the game can no
longer be seen as a fad or a craze.
Bridge’s main stumbling block
towards being a sport is its lack
of physical skill. Bridge players
don’t come top by displaying
superior physical skills in the
bidding or card-play. Tiddlywinks has a slightly better claim
since it requires finger dexterity.
www.ebu.co.uk

Jeremy Dhondy, EBU Chairman,
replies: Moving bridge columns
to the sporting section might
help (although not in my view
add force to a legal argument)
but not as much as ensuring
there actually is a bridge column
and also a steady flow of bridge
news to the press. We have done
more of this at national level
recently, aided by the interest in
the ‘Bridge is a Sport’ campaign
and our Communications Officer has produced a press pack for
those clubs and counties who
wish to encourage publicity. You
can find it at www.ebu.co.uk/
node/509

THE LAWS ARE A TURN-OFF
I READ Andrew Robson’s article
in the June 2015 magazine
addressing the issue of why

beginners are turning away from
bridge clubs.
I play at the Bath Bridge Club.
Tuesdays and Thursdays are for
the serious players. I play and
direct on Wednesday evenings
which is the ‘social bridge’
evening aimed at players who
want to play for fun. It is a very
welcoming group and is well
supported with 15 to 20 tables. I
aim to direct with a ‘very light
touch’. However, I am conscious
that new faces come but don’t
seem to stay. Why?
Our club is affiliated to the
EBU; directors feel obliged to
apply the laws of duplicate
bridge in their entirety, but they
are incomprehensible to both
inexperienced and experienced
players. The fear of the laws is
compounded when players read
questions about the laws in both
the EBU and the Mr Bridge
magazines which confirm their
complexity, and put players off.
I hear the cry that the laws are
there to restore equity (I note
Andrew Robson refers to
‘penalties’). That in my opinion
is largely illusory. For example, I
recently read the laws for leading
out of turn to an experienced
player and at the end she said she
was utterly confused and didn’t
know what to do. The application of the current laws clearly
made the situation worse.
I could draft a simple set of
bridge laws for my club, which
could be understood by all, and
applied to social bridge evenings
removing one hurdle in the transition to club bridge.
Les Shephard, by email 
August 2015 English Bridge

35

SELECTION ISSUES
I AM the bridge secretary at the
Bourne Club, Farnham and for a
number of years have been
editing the Bridge Section Newsletter. It’s small but, I hope,
interesting for members.
I am always trying to think of
topics which not only relate
directly to the Bourne, but also
to the wider bridge world. I
began to wonder how players
move from club level to representing their country internationally. Please note, I (or
anyone I know) do not have any
such ability or aspirations, but I
am curious.
Philippa Hutton, by email
Andy Bowles, Chairman of the
Selection Committee, has sent Ms
Hutton a detailed reply, but the
short(er) answer is: ‘All you have
to do is play well. Very well.
There are eight categories of
international bridge event: Open,
Women’s, Senior, Under 25,
Under 20, Under 15, and Under
25 women. We send teams to
World and European Championships, Home Internationals, and
various other events. Selection
for all of these teams is the
responsibility of the Selection
Committee (SC). The exact
method we use for selection
varies, depending on the category
of team, the nature of the event,
and the available pool of players.
For the juniors, we operate a
squad system. The squad leaders,
appointed by the SC, identify
promising players, arrange training and mentoring from experts,
and recommend teams.
For the Home Internationals in
the Open, Women’s and Senior
categories, we hold trials each
year. The format of each event
varies with the category, but in
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all three events the principle is
the same: if you finish high
enough, you earn the right to
play in the Camrose, the Lady
Milne, or the Teltscher Trophy.
There are no restrictions on
applications to play in the trials,
but entries from experienced
tournament players are subject
to approval by the SC as we do
need to limit entries to contestants of a suitable standard.
For two major events – the
Open and Women’s series at the
European and World Championships – the team is chosen by the
SC. To carry out this important
task they rely partly on experience and knowledge of the
players, and partly on watching
bridge, reading Vu-graph archives,
and consultation with top players.

ALWAYS: A SYNONYM
FOR ‘SOMETIMES’?
IT’S generally accepted that
bridge clubs need more players;
it’s not at all surprising therefore
that the standard Bridgewebs
information page says visitors
are ‘Always welcome’. What is a
great frustration, however, is that
it’s not always true!
While I appreciate clubs would
like to convert those players to
members, attempting to force
them to join because ‘you can
only play here three/four/five/six
times as a guest’ is not the way
forward. Firstly this feels unfriendly: by definition guests are
not, in fact, always welcome and
for some becoming a member
makes no sense. So players are
forced to play elsewhere or,
worse, not at all after the
particular limit is reached; is this
the way to improve numbers
generally? Membership should
be a viable cost-effective option
and where for whatever reason

this is not the case, then surely
‘guests’ should be allowed to
continue to play as guests by
paying the table money premium.
Sure, members nights and general
member’s privileges etc. may be
excluded, but the website statement should reflect the real
attitude to visitors if they’re not
‘always’ going to be welcome!
Tony French, Upminster

4-4-4-1 HANDS
UNFORTUNATELY
Michael
Byrne fails to emphasise at the
start of his article that, with a
view to a sensible rebid, the
strength of a 4-4-4-1 hand could
affect the choice of opening bid,
a fault in many past Acol books
which repeatedly gave a set of
‘one-size-fits-all’ rules. So Part 1
doesn’t come across clearly as
essentially applying to weak
hands, as identified by his final
statement that Part 2 covers
stronger hands.
Part 2 opens with ‘Open 1®
and rebid 1´ when holding a red
singleton . . .’ With a singleton
diamond and a 1t response
surely the rebid is 1™! Next,
when does ‘weak’ become
‘strong’? Column 1 states: ‘open
1™ when you have a normal (1214) strength hand’. In column 2
Michael goes on to slightly
stronger hands, 15 plus points –
but the 2NT rebid shows 15-19
points. With 17-19 points this is
hardly ‘slightly’ stronger. Column 3 gives minimum hands as
up to a poor 16. So this appears
at variance with ‘stronger hands
of 15 points’.
All the above must bemuse the
less-experienced! Fortunately this
type occurs only 3% of the time,
which could have been
mentioned.
Laurie Jackson, Hull r
www.ebu.co.uk

Bidding Quiz

Beat Today’s Experts

by David Bird
click

Answers to Problems on Page 33
1. N/S Game. Dealer North.
´
™
t
®

K Q J 10 5
3
84
AKQJ5

West
Wala

´
™
t
®

N
W E
S

North
Cebulski
3™

East
Szenberg
Pass

A32
A J 10
932
8732
South
Papierniak
Pass

4´

THIS deal from the 2015 Grand Prix teams
in Poland is instructive in the area of bidding
after an opponent’s pre-empt. What would
you say when North’s vulnerable 3™ runs to
you in the West seat?
The general guideline against a pre-empt

2. Game All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

A7
AJ8
A32
K9543
West
Tobing
1®
1NT
3®

´
™
t
®

N
W E
S

K8642
Q65
J
A762

East
Asbi
1™
2t
5®

No expense is spared as we visit the 2015
Gold Coast tournament in Australia. It has
reached the semi-final stage and Pertamina
(Indonesia) faces PD Times (China). Taufik
www.ebu.co.uk

link

is to assume (or hope) that your partner has around 8 points.
On that basis it is not enough to bid 3´. You may make game
if partner holds an ace and he will not raise in that case. I like
Wlodzimierz Wala’s bid of 4´, although it’s true that East
held enough to raise 3´ on this occasion. Eleven tricks were
made.
At the other table, West realised that he was too good for
3´ and started with a take-out double. East was happy to
pass, with the opponents vulnerable. Two spade tricks, two
trumps and one club were taken but that was only 200 for
one down and 6 IMPs away.
(Some players use 4® as non-leaping Michaels, showing
clubs and the other major. 4´ might still work better if there
were three red-suit losers and a chance that partner might
prefer 5® to 4´.)
n Awards: 4´ (10), 5® (9), 3NT (7), 3™ by North, doubled
(5), 6®/3´ (4).

Asbi’s 1™ is a transfer showing spades – an increasingly popular method nowadays. His subsequent 2t is a game-forcing
check-back bid. The opener should not assume that only the
major suits are of interest. Robert Tobing quite rightly shows
his five-card club suit and the best game is reached. Clubs
broke 3-1 but the heart finesse was right and declarer set up
the thirteenth spade for a heart discard. +620. At the other
table Fu and Zhou also reached the club game.
In the second semi-final Jan Cormack and George Kozakos
missed out with this check-back sequence: 1® – 1´ – 1NT –
2® – 2NT – 3NT. Over the 2® check-back Cormack bid 2NT
instead of 3®. A diamond was led and 3NT went one down
when the clubs failed to break 2-2.
n Awards: 6® (10), 5® (8), 3NT (5), 7® (4).
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3. Love All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

98642
3
AQ973
A9

´
™
t
®

N
W E
S

West
Klinger
1´
2´
4t
5®

Void
AKQ84
KJ642
K82

East
Haughie
2™
3t
4™
6t

We move to the final of the Australian Seniors Playoff, easily won by Brown over
Krochmalik. Is that West hand worth an
opening bid? It sure is! Bill Haughie’s 2™ response was not forcing to game and Ron
Klinger – like it or not – had to rebid his fragile spades to show a minimum opening. Dia-

4. N/S Game. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

532
Q53
KJ5
A874
West
Nunes
3®
4NT

´
™
t
®

N
W E
S

AK84
A72
AQ2
KQ3

East
Fantoni
2NT
3t
6NT

The mighty Monaco team faced Assael in the
quarter-finals of the 2015 Vanderbilt in New
Orleans and were 40 IMPs in the lead as they
entered the last 15-board set. They lost this
70-16 and crashed out of the championship!
This was one of several poor boards. Fulvio
Fantoni opened a 21-22 point 2NT. How

monds were then bid and agreed. What should Klinger say
over partner’s 4™ (a cue-bid suggesting a diamond slam)?
Cue-bids have a dual role. They show a side-suit control;
they can also indicate extra strength. These two aims may
conflict when you have a control to show but a weak hand
overall. In such a circumstance you should follow this rule:
always show an ace if this will not raise the level of the contract. This is particularly important when, as here, partner is
unlimited. Klinger duly cue-bid 5® and Haughie was then
happy to bid 6t. In fact 7t is an excellent contract. Haughie
could perhaps have bid 6® instead of 6t to suggest a grand
slam. Since Klinger had already denied any control in spades,
he might well have accepted such an invitation.
At the other table Nigel Rosendorff and Martin Bloom
were playing 2-over-1, so the 2™ response was game-forcing:
1´ – 2™ – 3t – 4t – 5t. Rosendorff did not like to cue-bid
5® on his minimum hand and 11 IMPs were lost.
n Awards: 7t (10), 6t (6), games (3).

strongly should West bid now?
Claudio Nunes has 10 HCP, not generally enough to seek
a slam. He has an unproductive 4-3-3-3 shape and no tens
or nines. Had he raised to 3NT on such values, he could not
have been faulted. He chose instead to bid Puppet Stayman,
asking for a five-card major. Fantoni’s 3t said ‘No five-card
major but I have a four-card major.’ Now, surely, 3NT is indicated. No, Nunes bid 4NT – a natural slam invitation. Fantoni held the dreaded 4-3-3-3 shape too, again with no tens
or nines. Still, with a maximum point-count and no wasted
jacks, he was entitled to bid 6NT.
What an awful contract! The clubs broke 3-3 and the ™K
was with South but the slam was still one down. At the other
table, Antonio Sementa and Mustafa Cem Tokay bid a disciplined 2® – 2t – 2NT – 4NT, scoring +460 for an 11-IMP
swing.
n Awards: 3NT (10), 4NT (8), 5NT (6), 6NT (2).

WELCOME TO OUR NEWLY AFFILIATED CLUBS
Welcome to Letchworth Heritage Bridge Club, Herts – info at http://tinyurl.com/omu72wp
Kings Sutton Bridge Club, Northants – info at http://tinyurl.com/pncmpor
and to Kingston Seymour Bridge Club, Somerset – more info at
www.kingstonseymour.org.uk/local-services/clubs-societies/bridge-club/
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5. Game All. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

2
A764
K83
K 10 7 6 5

´
™
t
®

N
W E
S

West
Fleischer
1NT
4t

A K Q 10 7 3
Q85
AQ74
Void

East
Martel
1´
3t
6t

We continue with a late deal from one of the 2015 Vanderbilt
semi-finals, with Fleischer facing Diamond. West’s hand here
is an Acol 2® response, particularly if you play the weak 1NT.
In the Wild West they respond 1NT instead. What should
East say then?
With such a strong hand, he will want to be in a game (and
just possibly a slam). I would rebid 4´ but it may seem that
nothing can be lost by rebidding a forcing 3t instead. This
suffers from the failing that partner will not know whether
you have four or five diamonds. When Martin Fleischer decided to raise the diamonds, Chip Martel leapt to 6t. Admittedly, his side was well behind in the match. It was not a
good spot and went one down against 3NT+1 at the other
table.
n Awards: 4´/3NT (10), 5t (7), 4™ (6), 6´/6t (4).

6. Game All. Dealer South.
´
™
t
®

10 3
KQJ743
KQ2
QJ

N
W E
S

West
Zia

North
Jacobus

East
Duboin

1™
2™
3NT

1´
Pass

1NT
2´

´
™
t
®

Q964
A2
A 10 3
10 6 5 4
South
Wold
Pass
Pass
Pass

We end with a deal from the last session of the
2015 Vanderbilt final with Lavazza facing
Diamond. What would you have said on
Giorgio Duboin’s hand on the second round?
At the other table, after the same start, Geoff
Hampson opted for a cautious pass. The BBO
commentators had noted that 3NT was a great
spot after North’s overcall but 4™ was not.
Could Zia and Duboin work a miracle?
Yes, they could! Duboin liked his two aces
and a potential double stopper in spades.
Rather than bid 2NT, he tried 2´ to keep two
denominations under consideration. Zia
could see that his ®Q-J were of potential

value in 3NT – less so in 4™. He leapt to 3NT, completing a
brilliant auction, and ten tricks were made after a low club
lead from ®A-K-8-3-2. If any readers found a route to this
magnificent contract, they can walk on air for a day or two.
n Awards: 3NT (10), part-scores (6), 4™ (3).

´™t®
Our experts score 40/60. This may look unimpressive but the
deals were unusually difficult. If you matched their total or
came close, you did well.

Bidding Tips
Be prepared to downgrade the value of your hand
• when
you have 4-3-3-3 shape. Playing in no-trumps,
middle cards such as tens and nines can be valuable.
Upgrade or downgrade your hand accordingly.
the value of your check-back bids by showing
• Extend
five-card minor-suit length when you have nothing
extra to show in the majors.
cue-bid an ace if this does not raise the level
• ofAlways
the contract.
r

ONLINE CHAMPIONS: The National Online Knockout Championships has been won

by the team led by Michael Byrne (Hugh McGann, Kieran Dyke, Fiona Brown, with Ed Jones and
Tommy Garvey in earlier matches). In the final they beat Pottage (Julian Pottage – Pat Shields, Jonny
Richards and father Simon Richards, and Mike Pownall – Richard Plackett).

www.ebu.co.uk
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Around & About
PARTY TIME!

CELEBRATION

EFFINGHAM bridge club celebrated fifty years of
existence in June – all of them in the same premises
at a church hall in Effingham. The club held a party
to celebrate at which the outgoing County President
Graham Osborne expressed his admiration for
clubs such as Effingham. Numbers were so low ten
years ago it was feared the club would go out of
existence. A recruitment drive by the members
meant that they now have ten tables playing each
Friday evening.

CELEBRATING its remarkable progress, Stamford
Bridge Club has marked the enrolment of its 500th
member with a special presentation.

Since the church hall is about to be demolished,
the club is shortly to move into new premises down
the road in Bookham where any new members who
would like to come along will be welcome. The
website is www.bridgewebs.com/effingham/
The photo shows founder members Pat and Alan
Hammond at the party.
(Shirley Pritchard)

NEW EBUTA MANAGER
ENGLISH Bridge Education and Development is
pleased to welcome Jonathan Taylor as its new
Manager for EBUTA, the Bridge Teachers’
Association which is now part of the charity.
Jonathan is a Bridge for All club teacher and
gives classes at Twixt Moors Bridge. Jonathan
joins EBED following a successful career in
finance, music and consulting. He was until
recently Development Director for Hughes Hall,
University of Cambridge.
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In March Chairman Paul Double presented a
bouquet and a free annual subscription to newlyarrived member Molly Turner (picture above). She
will also receive a framed picture of the presentation
at the clubhouse in Exeter Gardens.
Ms Turner, formerly of Highgate, North London,
moved to Wansford after retiring from a career as a
maths teacher and book-keeper.
‘Having played in several clubs in London, I
wanted to keep up my bridge in this area and I
found the Stamford club on the internet. They have
made me very welcome and I am sure I shall enjoy
myself,’ said Ms Turner.
With an annual subscription of £10, and only £2.50
per playing session, Molly Turner said the cost of playing at club level in Stamford was appreciably cheaper
than in London. ‘It’s very good value,’ she said.
Stamford BC’s membership has grown rapidly
since it moved into its new clubhouse, next to the
Bowling Club, in December 2011. It is now one of
the largest bridge clubs in the country, and one of
very few with a purpose-built clubhouse equipped
with electronic scoring and display digital technology. Playing sessions take place every day of the
week except Saturdays, and results are displayed on
the website.
The club is keen to welcome more new members,
and makes special arrangements to find partners for
those who come alone to bridge sessions. Further
details at www.stamfordbridgeclub.co.uk
(Brendan Alston)
www.ebu.co.uk

Around & About
WISE MOVE
SCARBOROUGH Bridge Club has acquired its own
premises after over sixty-five years of playing in
rented or leased premises.
Chairman, David Lewis, said: ‘Twenty-five years
ago the EBU helped us with a loan to lease a venue
as we had very limited funds. Members have always
aspired towards acquiring our own property but
prices have always been out of our reach. Since then,
we have managed our balance sheet well and finally
our patience has been rewarded. Fortunately for us,
commercial property prices in Scarborough have
fallen significantly and eventually a property purchase made financial sense based on very low
savings interest rates and increasing rental prices.’

BIRTHDAY PARTY

BRAUNTON Bridge Club, Devon, celebrated 25
years in April. All members received commemorative pens and enjoyed a buffet and a special cake. In
the photo from left to right are Regina Thomas;
Brenda Martin, Chairman and founder member;
John Sach, Director and Scorer and also a founder
(Catherine Davey)
member; and Tim Gay.

MIDSUMMER MEDAL

Committee Member, Mel Wilder, who led the
refurbishment of the property, said: ‘My brief was to
find new premises with the potential for twenty
tables, at least fourteen of them being on one level.
In addition, we needed a location with nearby
parking, comfortable non-playing space and all
within a limited budget. No properties fulfilled all
the criteria but a five-year search eventually identified a suitable commercial building which, unbelievably, was less than thirty metres from our
leased property.’
David Lewis said: ‘Due to our tight budget, we
had to call on our members to help in any way
possible and we were amazed to discover the range
of skills available.
‘Thanks to Mel’s leadership and the huge support
of the members we moved to our own club house in
June. We are, quite rightly, immensely proud of our
achievement.’
www.ebu.co.uk

THE England Juniors came third in the Junior
International event at the Midsummer Bridge
Tournament in Salo, Finland. The team of Rob
Myers, Shivam Shah, James Paul and Alex Roberts
(left to right in the photo below) finished behind the
Hungarian and Estonian Under 25 teams.

In the Open Teams which followed they finished
7th of the 31 teams, and were the third highest
junior team. In the Open Pairs which concluded the
event, Alex and James were 11th, and Shivam and
Rob were 15th, out of 54 pairs. Rob was also cowinner of the award for ‘Best Played Hand’, sharing
the prize with Jun Nakamaru-Pinder from Scotland.
August 2015 English Bridge
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Advanced Defence
Strong King Leads vs No-trumps by Neil Rosen
THIS subject is an advanced defensive technique;
this type of lead is used only by partnership
arrangement, of course, and when defending
against no-trump contracts. Also, the approach
applies specifically at trick one only.
The basic principle is that because the lead of a
king is now known to be ‘strong’ the partner of the
leader must play as follows:
a) Unblock an honour (A, K, Q, J, 10) if one is
held; or:
b) If no honour is held, give count, i.e. play low
then high from an odd number of cards, or
high then low from an even number (highest
from a doubleton, but second highest from
four cards).

click
link

and even:
KQ8x

it often works best to lead high, whereas with
smaller pips leading low works best.
The problem with adopting the Strong King lead
as part of your armoury is that you cannot now lead
the king with the above holdings, as partner will
start to liberally throw away aces and jacks like
confetti – much to the detriment of your defensive
prospects!
The idea therefore is to lead the queen from these
holdings rather than the traditional king, which
would be misconstrued.
Thus the lead of a queen vs no-trumps is now
from one of the following:

Holdings to lead a Strong King from
The idea is to have a very powerful suit, rather than
just the classic top of a sequence, so that partner will
jettison the vital fitting honour should he hold it:
e.g.
A K J 10 x
K Q J 10 x
K Q 10 9 x

In all these scenarios you are very happy for partner
to play an honour if he has it, and of course if he
doesn’t, you have the totally solid inference that
declarer holds it instead!

Leading from a ‘Soft’ King-Queen Holding
Leading against no-trumps from K-Q-x-x or the
like has always been a subject to divide the experts.
Many swear by the traditional fourth highest style –
whereas many experts now favour leading a top
card. I have found personally that from:
K Q 10 x
KQ9x
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a) A standard Q-J-10-x or Q-J-9-x etc.
b) A standard A-Q-J-x etc.
c) A ‘soft’ king/queen holding (K-Q-9-x etc.)

Signalling on the Lead of an Ace or Queen
vs No-trumps
The idea now is that partner should always signal
attitude and not count, e.g. holding J-x-x, if you see
partner lead the queen, you can rationalise that he is
extremely unlikely to have led a doubleton unsupported queen vs no-trumps (it would be bordering
on the bizarre to do so in fact); thus he is likely to
hold a soft K-Q holding. You should therefore
encourage the lead holding the jack (or indeed the
ace, of course) whereas you should discourage if
your holding is any worse.

Actions by the Partner of the Strong King Leader
Another point to note is that when you see your
partner lead a Strong King vs no-trumps you now
know he has an excellent holding in that suit. All
your senses should be heightened and indeed
working overtime to try to give the best defence; for
www.ebu.co.uk

example, no longer will a good declarer be able to
slip a trick past your ace in another suit and then
claim his contract: you will now be in a position to
fly in with your ace on the first round to ‘cash out’
the suit partner led at trick one with his Strong
King.
Let’s see a Strong King lead in action:
xxx
N

A K J 10 x

W

E
S

Defending 3NT as West you lead your Strong King:
a) if partner has the queen, he will drop it under
the king as instructed and your problems are
over;
b) if partner does not have the queen, he will give
count.
If he plays a very low card (you will of course
be studying the pips in your hand and dummy
with eagle eyes!) he will have an odd number –
either one or three here.
974
A K J 10 6

N
W

E
S

852

Q3

So if partner plays the two you know that he
either has a singleton (in which case nothing
matters) or, more importantly, he has three –
in which case you can cash the ace dropping
declarer’s queen as if by magic. Easy, huh!
If, however, the layout is as here:
974
A K J 10 6

N
W

E
S

Holdings from which not to Lead the King
if Playing Strong Kings
K Q 10 x
KQ9x
KQxx
KQx
AKJx
A K 10 x
AKxx
KQJx

As an aside, I am often asked about whether to lead
the ace or low from an ace-king holding. I generally
recommend as follows:
AKx
–
AKxx
–
AKxxx –

lead the ace
lead the ace
lead your low card (fourth highest
if applicable).

In summary: the use of Strong Kings will give you a
distinct advantage over standard methods when
defending no-trump contracts. Care should be
taken, however, to use Strong Kings at the
appropriate time and also to know when to lead the
queen instead.
Next time we will start to look in detail at the Suit
r
Preference Signal.

CORWEN TROPHY
Dave Robinson and Graham Jepson (Yorkshire) have won the Corwen Trophy, held in
Birmingham. The Corwen Trophy is open to
the leading pairs in the pairs championship
of each county association of the EBU.

82

Q53

Now partner will drop the eight suggesting an
even number (clearly two on this occasion) but
of course this denies the queen as he would
play that as his primary duty. It is now
imperative not to continue this suit but to
switch suits and hope that partner will gain the
lead at some stage to fire his remaining card
through declarer’s guarded queen, thus
defeating the contract.
www.ebu.co.uk

Dave (left in the photo, with EBU Vice-Chairman
Ian Payn presenting the trophy) and Graham
finished with 61.49%, aided by a final round
of 71.68%. Runners-up were Andrew Southwell – Ian Lancaster (Sussex) on 60.69%.
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Ask Gordon

Laws & Etiquette

by Gordon Rainsford

Email your questions to Gordon Rainsford at gordon@ebu.co.uk

click
link

Gordon, English Bridge and the EBU are not responsible if the information in the letters is incorrect or incomplete.

ROBERT STEEL writes: My partner and I use Acol
as summarised by Ron Klinger in his Flipper.
We have adopted ‘Red Suit Transfers’ to Majors
over 1NT. Recently my partner, who is more
experienced than me, asked me to consider
adopting another aspect. He explained: ‘It
relates to Transfers to Minors over 1NT. If I bid
2NT over your 1NT you bid 3®. If I really want
to transfer to diamonds I bid 3t over your 3®’.
I replied: ‘But that is not a transfer to
diamonds. Why not instead bid the Stayman
2® and hope I do not have a four-card major so
bid 2t. If I do bid 2™ or 2´, then you bid 3t
and we are no worse off.’ He said: ‘I think that
is illegal.’ I said: ‘Surely not, provided that when
I tell the opposition that your 2® is Stayman, I
add that it might be a transfer to diamonds.’
My partner was uncertain, so I am writing to
you to enquire if my suggestion is legal. More
important is an explanation of why it is illegal,
if applicable.

You are correct that to use a response of 2NT to a
1NT opening to show a weak hand with either
minor suit is not really a transfer bid – it is known
as a ‘puppet’ bid.
You are also correct that it is permissible to show
weak hands with a minor in the way that you
propose, by starting with Stayman. Our regulations
work on the basis that Stayman, if played in the
usual way, is announced rather than alerted and is
not considered to promise anything: it asks rather
than shows.
However, I do think you should alert the 3t rebid
(and 3® if you play it in the same way) on the basis
that it ‘is natural but has a potentially unexpected
meaning’ by being non-forcing.
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DAVID WING writes: I write further to a letter
published some five years ago when I suggested
that the now ubiquitous Bridgemate required
some guidance as to etiquette in its use. Five
years on and one cannot envisage bridge life
without this wonderful technology. Everyone
(nearly) is interested to know the Bridgemate
percentage following a board. Rather than all
four players craning their necks over the table,
it is usual for North or the ‘verifier’ to state the
percentage. This unfortunately leads to the
constant question: ‘Is that to us or to them?’ This
happens because there is no existing recommended procedure. A worse case scenario
follows a statement such as ‘Oh that's 100% to
us’ which doesn't always go down well with
opponents who've just had a disaster. Indeed
one has to be careful to maintain the tone of
this announcement such that it's not perceived
as gloating. I've always suggested that the etiquette should be that the announcement be
simply and only the North-South percentage
figure as shown on the machine. There is no
need for the EBU to have more rules.

I agree with not creating more rules about this and
my preference is for the verifier to turn the
Bridgemate so that all other players at the table can
see it before pressing the Accept button. That way
there shouldn’t be any need for anyone to read out
anything, which always has the danger of being
overheard and creating Unauthorised Information
at other tables. So, verifiers please display the
Bridgemate so it can be seen by everyone, and
players who want to know the score, please look for
yourselves and don’t make any comments on it or
any other results.
www.ebu.co.uk

NORMAN INNISS asks: My partner and I play
Herbert negatives (after a take-out double from
partner, the next suit up is a negative showing
up to 6 points). A recent opponent commented
that he thought that they had been banned at
one stage. Are they legal?

At Level 4 the only bids that are regulated are
opening bids and immediate overcalls. That means
you may play what you like in response to your
partner’s double.
When it comes to Level 2, although Herbert Negatives are not specifically mentioned, I think the
words of the Blue Book mean they are not permitted:
6 F 3 In Fourth Seat – after a natural one-level suit
opening
You may have any understandings in fourth seat
after:
(a) an artificial response to a one-level opening bid,
or
(b) opener’s suit is raised by responder, or
(c) second seat overcalls 1NT, or
(d) second seat overcalls showing a ER25 hand, or
(e) second seat overcalls showing a two-suited
hand.
You may use a cue-bid in fourth seat as a general force
or to show a good raise of partner’s overcall.
Overcalls and responses to second seat overcalls
must otherwise be natural.

Compulsory Play of Card: 1. A defender’s card held
so that it is possible for his partner to see its face
must be played to the current trick (if the defender
has already made a legal play to the current trick, see
Law 45E).
So the card in question must be played because it
could have been (indeed was) seen by the player’s
partner. ‘Without pause for thought’ – see Law
45C4(b) – is not a relevant consideration in these
cases: Until his partner has played a card a player
may change an unintended designation if he does so
without pause for thought. If opponent has, in turn,
played a card that was legal before the change in
designation, that opponent may withdraw the card so
played, return it to his hand, and substitute another
(see Laws 47D and 16D1).
This law only applies to cards that have been
designated rather than played, so in practice it
almost always applies when declarer calls for a card
from dummy. I’ve never had a case when it applied
to another player, though I could hypothesise some
cases when it might (a player who has dropped their
cards on the floor naming one of them while
picking them up; or a disabled player designating
cards to a helper who actually plays the card). r
30th October – 1st November 2015

REALLY EASY
AUTUMN BREAK
Horwood House Hotel, Nr Milton Keynes

AN UNNAMED player asks: Declarer leads from
dummy and plays the jack from his own hand.
The last player takes a card from his hand, (the
7 as far as I remember) then, before the card has
even been released on the table (so without
pause for thought – all the players agreed on
this) but when it has been seen by the other
players, realises he is about to play the wrong
card and replaces it with the queen. The
director rules that the first card must be considered as played, turning a near bottom into a
near top. Is this right? Does Law 45 only apply
to declarer when calling for a card from
dummy? Should the player concerned be more
careful next time (answer almost certainly
being yes)?

The question of a declarer’s card is covered by L45C,
www.ebu.co.uk

A ‘house party’ with the emphasis on play,
designed for more experienced novice players.
Strictly limited to 36 people.
Bridge fee: £50 payable to EBU
EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or email comps@ebu.co.uk
A bespoke package has been arranged at the hotel:
two nights dinner and B&B with sandwich lunch
on Sunday @ £130 pp sharing (£166 single occupancy).

EBU Accommodation Booking Service
( 0800 0346 246
August 2015 English Bridge
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Suit Combinations
Restricted Choice

by Andrew Kambites

click
link

THE spades in Layout A are your trump suit. With
no clues and needing only to avoid a spade loser to
make your contract you cash the ´K. West follows
with the ´2. If East had followed with the ´3 you
would have had no choice but to continue by cashing dummy’s ´A, hoping for a 2-2 break. However,
East follows with an honour – say, the ´J. When you
play a second spade, West contributes the ´3 and
you must decide who has the ´Q. What are your
thoughts?
Layout A
´ A 10 9 8 7 4
N
W

E
S

´K65

Vacant spaces suggests East is slightly more likely to
have the ´Q. This is the normal argument for playing for the drop when missing four cards in a suit
including the queen. However, this is marginal and
you might have more clues here. What do you know
about East?
If you are confident that East will always follow
woodenly with the ´J from ´Q-J doubleton you
know nothing about the position of the ´Q.
If you know that East is a smart Alec who will
always play the ´Q from ´Q-J doubleton you can be
confident that East doesn’t have the ´Q.
Of course, you probably don’t know enough about
East to take either of these positions, or alternatively
you know that East is a good enough player to vary
the card he will play from ´Q-J doubleton. In that
case imagine four deals, twice East being dealt ´J
singleton and twice East holding ´Q-J doubleton.
When East held the ´J singleton he would have of
necessity played it under your ´K. But on the two

When you have finished
reading this magazine,
please recycle it.
46 English Bridge August 2015

occasions when East held ´Q-J doubleton, once
he would have played the ´J and once the ´Q. On
these four deals East would three times have played
the ´J: twice it would have been a singleton and
once it would have been from ´Q-J doubleton. The
implication is that if as declarer you see East play the
´J, he is twice as likely to have started with ´J
singleton as with ´Q-J doubleton.
This is the theory behind the Principle of
Restricted Choice. It only applies when you are
missing two touching honours. If East has the ´J
singleton he would have had no choice but to play
it. If East had ´Q-J doubleton he would have had a
choice whether to play the ´Q or ´J. Playing with
the odds, it pays to assume that East had no choice
rather than he had the choice and chose to exercise
it in one particular way. Hence in Layout A on the
second round you should finesse dummy’s ´10.
Layout B
™AK98
N
W

E
S

™Q32

In Layout B you cash the ™A and return to hand
with the ™Q, East following with the ™4 and ™10.
When you lead a third heart towards dummy, West
contributes the remaining low heart. There is only
one heart outstanding, the ™J. You must decide
which defender holds it.
This is a classic application of the Principle of
Restricted Choice. The ™J and ™10 are touching
cards. If East had the ™10 doubleton he would have
had no choice but to play it on the second round. If
East had started with ™J-10 x he could have chosen
to play either the ™J or ™10 on the second round.
Rather than assume that East chose to exercise his
choice in one particular way, it pays to assume he
had no choice. The odds are roughly 2-1 that West
still has the ™J, so finesse dummy’s ™9.
On the next deal you are in 6® and West leads the
´Q. Where do you look for your twelfth trick?
www.ebu.co.uk

Love All. Dealer South.
´ 43
™ A J 10
t752
®86543
N
E

W
S

´
™
t
®

AK
86
AQ
A K Q J 10 7 2

You win the ´A and draw trumps. Keeping your
options open you finesse the ™10, losing to the ™K.
East returns a diamond.
You cannot read anything into the diamond
returned by East. The diamond finesse is a straight
50%. However, there is a restricted choice position
in hearts. The ™K and ™Q are equal cards. Look at
it this way: if East had held the ™K and ™Q he
would have had a choice of which one to play. If East
had held the ™K but not the ™Q he would have had
no choice. The Principle of Restricted Choice tells
you that you should rise with the tA and finesse
dummy’s ™J. This finesse is twice as likely to win as
it is to lose, enabling you to get rid of your diamond
loser.
Of course there is no point in playing for
restricted choice when that won’t help you. On the
deal below you are in 4´. The defenders cash three
rounds of hearts and switch to a club. You win with
the ®A and cash the ´K, West following suit with
the ´J. You continue with the ´2. Should you finesse
the ´10?

Love All. Dealer South.
´ K2
™984
tA753
®Q532
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

www.ebu.co.uk

A 10 9 8 7 6
J65
K8
AK

The Principle of Restricted Choice indeed suggests
that West is twice as likely to hold ´J singleton as
´Q-J doubleton. However, if East has ´Q-5-4-3
your contract is doomed whatever you do because
you cannot repeat the finesse. Your only chance is to
hope West started with ´Q-J doubleton.
Before leaving the Principle of Restricted Choice,
I will warn you that some positions that appear to
be examples of restricted choice are an illusion.
Look at the deal below. You are in 3NT. West leads
the ´K. Eventually you win the ´A and play the ®A,
West following with the ®3 and East with the ®J.
When you continue with the ®2 West produces the
®4. What card do you play from dummy?

Love All. Dealer South.
´ 75
™97
t865
®KQ9876
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A83
AJ82
AQ32
A2

This is not an example of restricted choice! It is true
that East will be more likely to hold the ®J singleton
than doubleton ®J-10. However, that is not the end
of the story. It is a no-cost play for East to play the
®J or ®10 from ®J-10-5, giving you a losing option
that you would not otherwise have had. Play clubs
from the top, hoping for a 3-2 break.
r

GARDEN CITIES TROPHY
Manchester Bridge Club has won the Garden
Cities Trophy, the EBU's inter-county championship for club teams-of-eight.
The team of Michael Byrne, Michael Newman, Alan Mould, John Holland, John Hassett, Jeff Morris, Catherine Draper and
Andrew Woodcock finished on 103 VPs, to
take the club's fourth victory in the competition. Cambridge Bridge Club was second on
97 VPs, with Chislehurst Bridge Club from
Kent third on 84 VPs.
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NORTHERN
MIDWEEK CONGRESS
25 – 27 August 2015

Green
points

Dunkenhalgh Hotel & Spa,
Clayton-le-Moors, Lancashire

Stratified Championship Pairs (Tues & Wed)
Stratified Swiss Teams (Thurs)

EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

EBU Accommodation Booking Service

( 0800 0346 246

CONFIANCE GUERNSEY
CONGRESS Green
points

11 – 20 September 2015
La Trelade Country House Hotel
Forest Road, St. Martins, Guernsey

Featuring Midweek
THE GUERNSEY SENIORS CONGRESS
Early reservation of hotel accommodation and
flights is strongly recommended

Entries ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk
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71ST AUTUMN
CONGRESS
16 – 18 October 2015

Green
points

Holiday Inn – Peterborough PE3 6SG

t First event in the 2015-2016
Championship Series
t Qualifying Swiss Pairs on Friday scored
by match-points
t Two Star Pairs Finals on Saturday
t Really Easy Afternoon on Friday for less
experienced players, with Blue Point
awards
t One-day Swiss Pairs available on
Saturday; entries also accepted for
Friday sessions only
t Multiple teams event on Sunday

EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

EBU Accommodation Booking Service

( 0800 0346 246

www.ebu.co.uk

Review

Bridge TD App
ONE of the problems club TDs face is that the Laws
of Duplicate Bridge are far from straightforward. For
that reason we strongly recommend all aspiring
TDs enrol in our series of Club TD courses, to help
them find their way through the poorly crossreferenced laws and make sense of the impenetrable
jargon that they use.
For those who haven’t yet been on these courses,
or who are just helping out at a club on an occasional basis, there have been various attempts to
make things simpler, such as the Duplicate Bridge
Rules Simplified booklet and the Flow Charts
published by the EBU.
Now there is also a Bridge TD app, which aims to
use the ubiquitous smartphone to provide help with
rulings via access to simplified laws information – a
more modern presentation of the flow-chart idea of
asking Yes/No questions to lead us to the correct
answer. The idea is that the smartphone is the one
thing that most of us
have in our pocket,
even if we don’t have
room for a laws
book, and many of
us might well prefer
an app to a booklet
or printed flowcharts.
In its aim of simplifying things, I am
sure this will gather
much support. However, the danger with
all attempts to simplify complex things
is that some vital details might be left
out and inaccuracies introduced. A quick first
glance at the Bridge TD app iden ti fied a few such
errors and over-simplifications:

• Everyone I showed it to quickly noted that the
section on Penalty Cards is incorrect (or at
least incomplete) in its description of how a

www.ebu.co.uk

click

by Gordon Rainsford

•
•
•

link

minor penalty card is created;
Revokes from dummy are inaccurately dealt
with because they are lumped together with
revokes at trick twelve;
The consequences of the penalty card law for
opening leads out of turn are not clear (in the
laws as well as in the app) and need to be
spelled out;
The insufficient bid law (Law 27) is a horribly
worded law for all of us, so it is no surprise that
the app struggles with it. The main problem in
the app is that it is presented as though the
players will have already taken action before
the ruling is given, whereas they ought to have
all the options explained to them before they
commit to anything.

I liked the use of law references, though it might
helpfully be made more explicit that that is what
they are, and it would also be even better if there
were links to the laws themselves. In the same vein,
it would be helpful for there to be hyperlinks from
one bit of the app to another. For example, when we
are told that an exposed card is a penalty card, I
think it would be good to have a link directly to the
Penalty Card section.
I put these points to Steve Dooley who made the
app and he responded positively to my suggestions
and indicated that he will be taking them on board
for the next update, some time in the next few
months. He also let me know that Jannersten are
planning to integrate Bridge TD with their BridgeTab scoring system, so those who use that will have
access to the app without having to buy it. For
everyone else I would say that if the idea of an app
(as opposed to printed material) appeals to you,
then this is worth a look but I would suggest waiting
until it has been updated. And remember that it
only covers a limited number of common infractions – don’t regard it as a substitute for the law
book or for proper TD training!
Bridge TD app can be used on Android phones,
iPhones and iPads, and can be downloaded from
the App Store (£3.99) or Google Play (£3.60). r
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The Junior Page

University Challenge

by Kyle Lam

click
link

THE National University Knockout Championship,
the Portland Bowl, reached its climax in April with
the final four teams, Cambridge A and B, Manchester A and Oxford A, fighting in the semi-final
stages having progressed through two previous
rounds. These matches were kindly hosted by the
Portland Club at the Army and Navy Club over a
weekend. The two Cambridge sides faced each other
in the first semi-final, ensuring at least one side
would be in the final. Cambridge B emerged victorious and faced Manchester A on the Sunday.
Cambridge were keen to retain the title they won
in 2014. Here is a deal from the first segment of the
final where Cambridge gained a big swing:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer North.
´ 95
™K86
tKJ432
®QJ2
83
´ J 10 7 6 4 2
N
Q 10 9 7
™A5432
W
E
Q65
t 10 9
S
A 10 7 5
® Void
´ AKQ
™J
tA87
®K98643

West
Freddie
Pass
Pass

North
Pass
1t
5®

East
Kyle
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
1®
3®

West was Cambridge’s Freddie Illingworth and East
was Kyle Lam. Freddie led the ´8 which ran round
to declarer’s ace. Declarer now played a small club to
the queen, finding out the bad break. He crossed to
hand with the tA and played the ®9. Freddie now
made the key play here of rising with the ®A,
50 English Bridge August 2015

effectively blocking the trump suit and leaving the
singleton ®J in dummy. West played another spade,
declarer winning in hand. Declarer then played a
club to the jack but now had no entry to hand. He
played the 6™ and when East rose with the ™A,
declarer was doomed – a spade allowing West to ruff
with his remaining trump for one down.
In the other room, North-South reached 3NT.
When East led a heart, declarer easily wrapped up
nine tricks with the working diamond finesse – and
that was +400 and a 10 IMP swing to Cambridge on
their way to the defence of their title. Congratulations to Michael Alishaw, Toby Nonnenmacher,
Freddie Illingworth, Kyle Lam, Helen Holmes and
Stefan David.
While this issue of English Bridge is being prepared for going to press, the Junior European
Championships are taking place in Tromsø, Norway, so it will be the October issue before any
success (as we hope!) will be reported.
In the meantime, I would strongly encourage any
junior of any level to attend the Junior Teach-In in
Loughborough, 28th-30th August 2015 (see advert
on page 29). This is a great weekend with teaching
sessions, playing opportunities and a chance to
r
show off your talents on the rounders field!

Portland Bowl winners, Cambridge University B: from the left,
Freddie Illingworth, Kyle Lam, Stefan David, Toby
Nonnenmacher, Michael Alishaw (Helen Holmes not pictured).

www.ebu.co.uk

Phil Philbrick
1918 – 2015
‘Phil’ (Fred) Philbrick,
a
former
member of the EBU
board, has died aged
96.
Phil served on the
EBU board during
the 1970s, during
which
time
he
helped restructure
the EBU’s teaching
programme, and was also involved in bridge
administration in many forms and in many
locations. he served on the EBU’s laws &
Ethics committee, worked as a tournament
director, including in Malaysia having served
in the Far East during World War ii, and later
ran many bridge holidays, both in the UK and
overseas, in conjunction with Margaret
hancock. Phil was described as an archetypal
Sergeant Major, who was very organised and
ran his bridge events with military precision,
but also with a good sense of humour.
An accomplished player, and excellent
administrator, Phil was also equally
enthusiastic about introducing bridge to a new
audience. he founded clubs in Dorset,
hampshire, Wiltshire and three in Salisbury,
including a now defunct club at the Spinal
injury Unit at Odstock hospital. Even when he
and his wife had to go into a care home a few
years ago, he still managed to get into
Salisbury in his buggy and arrange for bridge
sessions to take place in the home. he was
very active in charity work, which was
celebrated in 1980 by his becoming first a life
Member of St John’s, then being appointed an
Officer of the Order.
he married Cecilia in 1944, and despite his
busy work life and numerous pastimes, still
found time to have six children.

CLUB PLAYER’S
BIDDING QUIZ
ON each of the following problems, you are
West. What should you bid with each hand on
the given auction at Pairs, Love All?
click
Julian Pottage gives his answers on
link
page 62.
Hand 1
´ KQ754
™ 98
t Q J 10 9 6
®A

W
1´
?

N
2™

E
Dble

S
Pass

W
Pass

N
1´

E
Pass

S
2´

W

N

2t
?

Pass

E
1NT
2™

S
Pass
Pass

Hand 4
´5
™ 10
tAKQ9
® A Q J 10 9 6 3

W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1™

S
Pass

Hand 5
´ AQ3
™ A6
t AJ52
® Q 10 9 3

W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1´

S
3™

Hand 6
´ 10
™ K92
t 10 8 7 5 4 2
®A54

W

N

E
1´

S
Pass

Hand 2
´J
™ Q 10 9 6 3
tA85
®KJ87

Hand 3
´ Q95
™AJ5432
t A 10
® 10 3

?

?

(This obituary includes content written by
Fred Hotchen and John Polley)
www.ebu.co.uk
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Top Table Simon Gillis
SIMON GILLIS has an impressive record in both domestic and international
competitions. In the UK he has won the Gold Cup once and the Brighton
Teams twice. Abroad he has won in Deauville and (twice) in Iceland, and in
2014 he came second in the World Open Pairs B Final in Sanya.

click
link

When did you start playing bridge?
Very briefly at school but I really learnt in my last
year at university – though sadly stopped within
three years due to work.

every eighty boards. However, Professional Slam
Bidding by Krzysztof Martens is a remarkable
book for presenting new ideas on advanced slam
bidding.

How often / where do you play?
I play about thirty-forty days a year. Gold Cup,
Spring Fours and perhaps the Easter Festival, and
then any major international open event like the
European Open Championships, the Transnationals and the Rosenblum. The Cavendish is now
a ‘must play’ as it is in Europe.
I also try and play one French tournament like
Deauville or Biarritz alongside the Iceland Bridge
Festival. I’ll play much more when the kids are at
university.

What are your hobbies?
Too many, I’m afraid. I’m a wine geek, love
literature and cinema, table tennis and high
stakes poker – but most of all I love studying and
discussing financial markets.

Do you always play with the same partners /
team-mates? What do you expect of them?
We are a group of about eight or nine, mainly
Norwegians. They are very much my friends as
well. We mix around quite a lot as our style of
playing the game is quite similar.
My expectations are no different from what
one would expect from any friend or professional
from another field. Zia, for example, is really
insightful and good fun when we go through the
hands. All the players find plenty of time to
practice bidding on BBO before tournaments
and there are inevitably tough bidding problems
thrown around from the US Nationals.
What do you do for a living?
Investment manager, but I also advise charitable
foundations on their investments.
What are your favourite bridge books?
I have to be honest: I rarely read any. They usually
describe hands or problems that come up once
www.ebu.co.uk

What do you like and what would you change in
bridge?
I most love the fact that it’s a difficult and social
game. Chess is too dry, Go is too difficult, and
poker is intrinsically boring. I love most of all
turning up at any major tournament and knowing so many people whom I like.
The game needs advancement and promotion,
both financially and through schools etc. but it’s
an uphill struggle. The young prefer other stimuli
than those on offer around a bridge table.
What’s the bridge success closest to your heart
(so far)?
It has to be the second win of the Open Teams at
the Reykjavik Bridge Festival – quite fantastic.
Artur Malinoswki described the team as ‘Simon
and his Friends’. I played with Boye Brogeland,
the only pro on the team, and Marianne Harding
played with Odin Svendsen.
Marianne is now my regular partner in mixed
events, Boye has taught me more about the game
than anyone could imagine, and Odin has similar
insane taste in literature, cinema, food as I. We
just all felt so good after the event, particularly
because of beating Tor Helness and two other
world champions, Erik Sælensminde and Per
Austberg, in the key match.
r
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COUNTY NEWS
You will find your County’s ‘Local Results’ (if submitted) and obituaries (in our ‘In Memoriam’
column) in the online magazine (page 68 onwards). These pages are also available as a standalone pdf in the English Bridge Section of the website and at www.ebu.co.uk/ click
documents/magazine/county-extra.pdf. We would also encourage you to visit your County link
website for up-to-date news and results. The websites are given in each county report.
Avon
www.avoncba.org.uk
AVON won the A Division of the Western
Counties League, thus qualifying for the
National Inter-counties Final.
Tim Brierley, Robert Covill, David Jones
and Steve Tomlinson have made it through to
Round 6 (last 16) of the NICKO, while the
team of Peter Shelley, Alan Williams, Mike Letts and Andrew
Urbanski has reached the semi-final of the NICKO Plate.
At the Spring Bank Holiday Congress Mike Huggins – Irene
Robinson won the Swiss Pairs.
David Jones’s team reached Round 4 of the Crockford’s Cup
before losing in a very close match. David and Trevor Ward
have also reached Round 4 of the Gold Cup.

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
THE BBA Management Committee has decided
to make changes to its competitions structure.
The Men’s/Ladies’ Pairs event will be discontinued; the County Pairs will be a two-session
competition with results carried over to the
second session. The County Plate will be awarded to the
runners-up, rather than having a separate evening play-off. A
new format has been devised for the County Teams League

and Knockout. Details of the new proposals have been
emailed to members.
At the Lambourne Jersey Festival, Alan Cooke, Maris
Sheppard, Maureen and Brian Stairs won the Country Club
Trophy. In the Mixed Pairs, BBA players held the top three
spots: 1. Alan Cooke – Maris Sheppard, 2. Maureen and Brian
Stairs, 3. Judi and Peter Malpass. Alan Cooke, Maris
Sheppard, Brian and Maureen Stairs were also 2nd in the
Seniors’ Teams.
Brian and Maureen Stairs have recently attained the EBU
rank of Grand Master. Congratulations to them!

Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
The Green-pointed Swiss events held on June 2021 attracted strong fields. The Pairs winners were
Sally Brock – Barry Myers and the teams was won
by Sandra Belcher, Bob Holder, Phil Thornton
and David Perkins (photo below left). All winners
are members of New Amersham Bridge Club whose members
also won the County Pairs, Teams of Four and Teams of Eight
championships this season.
Well done to Matthew and Heather Tan who were 2nd in
the Swiss Pairs at the Spring Bank Holiday Congress.
Diary date: get your entries in for the County Swiss Pairs
event on Oct 4 at Windsor. Full details of all results and events
are on the county website.

Photo: Berks & Bucks CBA

Cambs and Hunts

Winners of Berks & Bucks’ Richard Palmer Memorial Trophy,
from the left: Sandra Belcher, Bob Holder, Phil Thornton
and David Perkins.
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www.cambsbridge.org
JON Cooke was part of the winning team at the
Schapiro Spring Foursomes (see pages 24-25).
At the Spring Bank Holiday Congress, David
Kendrick won the ‘B’ final, while Giles Woodruff
finished 3rd. Nadia Stelmashenko – Victor Milman were 5th
in the Swiss Pairs.
Julian Wightwick – John Liebeschuetz finished in 9th place
at the Corwen, while Paul Fegarty, Catherine Curtis, Jon
Cooke and David Kendrick were 7th at the Pachabo.
The Cambridge Club qualified in 2nd place at the regional
heat of the Garden Cities, and then finished 2nd in the
national final. The team for all stages was: Julian Wightwick,
Jon Cooke, Jonathan Mestel, Paul Barden, David Kendrick,
Paul Fegarty, Catherine Curtis, Mike Seaver, Simon Barb,
Victor Milman, Catherine and Chris Jagger.
John Haslegrave and Paul Russell finished in the top ten at
the Northants One-day Swiss Pairs in May.
The county’s new website is now available at www.
cambsbridge.org.

www.ebu.co.uk

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
AT the Lambourne Jersey Congress, the Swiss Pairs
was won by Sue and Nick Woodcock from Paul
Martin – Roz Bavin. Paul and Roz did one better in
the Swiss Teams with Andrew and Jane Moore; 2nd
were Messrs Horscroft, Walsh, Thompson and Fletcher.
Other winners were: Pre Congress Pairs: Jean Squires –
Rosalind Morgan. Multiple Teams A: Roy Garthwaite, Heather
Hobson, Ted and Janet Latham. Multiple Teams B: Alan
Cooke, Maris Sheppard, Brian and Maureen Stairs. Midweek
Pairs: Adrian and Prue Knight. Mixed Pairs: Alan Cooke –
Maris Sheppard. Seniors’ Pairs: Roy Garthwaite – Heather
Hobson. Seniors’ Teams: Roy Garthwaite, Heather Hobson,
Ted and Janet Latham.
Diary date: the Confiance Guernsey Congress is from Sept
11 to 20.

Cornwall
www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
CHRIS and Sandra Bickerdike, playing with
Richard Draycott – Jean Law, have won the Greenpointed County Knockout, by just 2 IMPs after 48
boards, from Jim and Frances Barker, John and
Pauline Deal.
Appropriately, the Jo Brown Memorial was won by John
Hardesty – Jenny Cant, who had been a close friend of Jo’s.
Brian Colvin – Steve Flavell were runners-up. £220 was raised
for the Cornwall Leukaemia Trust.
The Western League programme is now complete, all three
teams having done well. The ‘A’ team won six out of seven
matches and were runners-up in their division. After a good
season the ‘B’ team slipped to fifth after a poor last match. The
‘C’ team remained undefeated and were runners-up to
Devon. Overall, the three teams’ total score was well ahead of
the other counties.
Please see ‘In Memoriam’ online for the obituary of John
Heath.
Diary dates: Sept 7, AGM, Ladock. Sept 18-20, Cornwall
Congress, Falcon Hotel, Bude.

Cumbria
www.bridgewebs.com/cumbria/
DIARY dates: Aug 9, AGM followed by the AGM Pairs,
Keswick. Sept 6, Blue Point IMP Pairs. Sept 26-27, Green
Point Weekend Pairs and Teams, held jointly with Westmorland, Castle Green Hotel in Kendal. Oct 18, Simple
Systems, Carlisle.

Derbyshire
www.bridgewebs.com/derbyshire

•
•

WE have recently held an EGM for election of
officers due to attendance at our AGM being
below the quorum specified in our constitution.
The officers for 2014 were re-elected.
Forthcoming competitions:
Our popular Swiss Teams event is ongoing (runs fortnightly for 12 sessions). All teams are welcome, it is not
compulsory to play in all sessions.
This year we have a new Green Point organiser, so if you are

www.ebu.co.uk

interested in playing in either our Swiss Pairs on Sept 26 or
our Swiss Teams on Sept 27 please contact Ian Blake at
igblake@aol.com.
• In August we have our Individual Championship and our
Ladies’ and Men’s Pairs events.
Contact the DCBA secretary if you are interested in any of
the events above: jimparker@totalise.co.uk
Playing in the county: details of events scheduled by our
county association can be found on our website.

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Ann Slee – Alison
Pollok who were first equal in the Championship
Pairs at the Cheltenham Congress and to Richard
Lingham, Viv Mably, Phil Palmer and Jenny
Flood who won the Open Teams.
May was a good month for Devon players on the road;
congratulations to them all. Ian Walsh, Peter Bowles, Jacek
Pietrzycki and Mike Orriel won the Hants & IOW One-day
GP Swiss Teams. Warner Solomon (with Sandy Davies of
Yorks) won the Welsh Senior Pairs and the team of Phil
Palmer, Jenny Flood, Dick Andrews and Gaynor Wiseman was
3rd in the Teams at the same congress. Joe and Gillian Fawcett
were 6th in the Swiss Pairs at the Spring Bank Holiday Congress.
Devon finished top of the C division of the Western League.
Entries are soon due for the Devon Teams (Western
Morning News) – two matches guaranteed at dates to suit the
teams. Full details of all events and results are on the website.

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
CONGRATULATIONS to Margot WilsonGardner who has achieved the rank of Grand
Master.
Garden Cities: the Allendale team representing Dorset
finished 2nd in the Regional Final and 7th in the National
Final. Congratulations to the following players: John Gardner,
Margot Wilson-Gardner, Daphne Philipps, Alan Wilson,
Jeremy Dhondy, Mike Pownall, Krzysztof Ginda, Mark
Hooper, James and Shirley Dutton, and Phil Norman.
SBU Corfu Congress: Margot-Wilson Gardner – John
Gardner and team won the Swiss Teams.
Hampshire Green Pointed Teams: Mark Hooper, Phil
Norman, Miles Cowling and team finished 5th.
Spring Bank Holiday Congress: Mark Hooper, Robin
Wright, Alan Wilson and Anne Allerston won the B
stratification of the Swiss Teams and finished joint 2nd
overall. Mark & Robin finished 9th in the B final of the
Championship Pairs.
Corwen Trophy: Keith Bartlett – Barrie Cantello finished
7th.
Diary dates: Aug 6, Chope Salver, Open Pairs, 7pm,
Allendale Bridge Club, Wimborne.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to all of the following: TGR
Super League: the Saxons won the 2nd Division with
a 25 VP margin and are promoted to Division 1.
Special congratulations to John Sutcliffe who
played in 7 of 10 matches and came 2nd in the overall Butler
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rankings for all players in the division.
Spring EBU Really Easy Afternoon: 1st, Petra Bromfield –
Gerry Seal; 8th, Stephen and Ted Munt; 12th, Mary Downes –
Iris Ireton.
George Curtis Blue-pointed Teams: 1. Margaret Curtis,
David Sherman, Peter Franklin, Frank Morrison; 2. Malcolm
Harris, Maria Budd, Graham Beeton, Rick Hanley.
World Wide Sim Pairs: Fri (4301 pairs) 275th: Graham
Foster – Marc Chawner; Sat (3881 pairs) 273rd: Mike Rand –
Petra Bromfield.
Diary dates: Sept 2, Essex & Herts GP Swiss Pairs. Sept 27,
Essex & Herts GP Swiss Teams. Oct 25, Fletcher Trophy and
Cup for Clubs. Oct 28, Autumn Seniors.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
NATIONAL Pairs Final: 4th Miles Cowling –
David Jones. Northampton One-day GP Swiss
Pairs: 1st Karen Dewar – Adrian Fontes. HIOW
One-day GP Swiss Teams: 3rd Helen Kinloch,
Tony Page, Clare and Ian Fearon; 4th Andy Hughes, Steve
Preston, Nicholas Craik, Dave Huggett. Petersfield Blue
Pointed Swiss Pairs: 1st Helen Kinloch – Tony Page; 2nd Miles
Cowling – Bob McRobert; 4th Iain Climie – Chris Kinloch.
Waller Bowl (B&B Club Pairs final): 1st Stuart Strachan – Paul
Hirszowicz. Chiltern Bridge League Elimination Pairs Final:
2nd Keith Terrell – Gill Weeks; 4th Stuart Strachan – Eleanor
Rice.
Diary dates: Sept 20, Candover Swiss Teams, Romsey. Oct
4, Mixed Pairs and/or Ladies’/Men’s Pairs, at either Winchester
or Romsey. Oct 18, Wessex Swiss Teams, Romsey. Entries via
HIOW website or Steve Preston ( 02380 702934.

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
THIS has been a much better season in the Western League.
The A Team won four and lost three and came 3rd in their
division; the B Team won three and lost four and came 6th,
and the C Team won six, lost one and came 3rd.
Carol and Albert Brown were in the team that came 5th
equal in the Cheltenham Congress Green Point Swiss Teams.
Full results of all county competitions are on our website.
Diary dates: Sept 4, Annual General Meeting, 7pm, Much
Birch Community Centre. Sept 18, Inter-club Teams Round
One, 7pm, Ledbury. Oct 3, Ladies’ and Men’s Pairs, 10.30am,
Tarrington.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
NORTHERN Easter Festival: winners of both
the Mixed Pairs and the Swiss Pairs were Paul
and Fiona Littlewood.
Diary dates: Sept 8, Senior Teams (incl.
buffet lunch), 11am, Bridge Centre WGC.
Sept 26, Green-pointed Swiss Pairs; Sept 27, Green-pointed
Swiss Teams; both events start at 12 noon at Haileybury
School, Hertford Heath. Oct 2, Really Easy Pairs, 2pm, Baptist
Church Hall, Watford. Oct 12, Hatfield Heath Swiss Teams,
1.45pm, Hatfield Heath BC. Nov 1, Rose Bowl Teams of Four,
12 noon, Bridge Centre WGC.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
HUBERT Phillips Plate winners: Leigh and Sarah
Chapman, Michael Prior and Mike Hampton.
Christine Kempton – Phil Jones were =1st in the
Sussex Green Point Swiss Pairs.
Pachabo Cup: the team of Gerald and Stuart
Tredinnick, Norman Selway and Jeremy Willans was 3rd.
Garden Cities Final: Derek Patterson’s Chislehurst team,
having won their regional final, came 3rd out of the 8 finalists.
Bill Gardner had successes in two congresses. In the SBU
Overseas Corfu Congress, Bill and his partner (Mike Bell) won
the Swiss Pairs, Pre-congress Pairs, Open Pairs, Men’s Pairs and
the Final Night Party Pairs; Bill and his team also won the
Open Teams (on a split tie). At the Yorkshire Congress, Bill and
his partner won the Secondary Teams event for the second
year. He also was 2nd in the main Pairs event. Congratulations to all.
New biographies of Kent people now on the website:
Edward Parker; Dorothy Pearson. Updated: Dimmie Fleming;
John Pearson.

Lancashire
www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
CONGRATULATIONS go to Nick and Sue
Woodcock on winning the Swiss Pairs at the Jersey
Congress. They also finished 4th in the Corwen
Trophy.
Congratulations also to Catherine Draper – Andrew
Woodcock who played in the Manchester BC team that won
the Garden Cities. The Bolton BC team of Austin Barnes – Jeff
Smith, Stuart Norris – Rod Greenhalgh, Mike
Nicholson – Des King, Paul and Hilda
Williams qualified for the final and ended 6th.
Diary dates: Aug 1, Northern Bridge
League, Round 1. Aug 2, Preston Pairs,
Preston Bridge Club. Aug 29, Northern Bridge
League, Round 2. Sept 4-6, Bolton Congress,
Bolton Bridge Club. Sept 12, Northern Bridge
League, Round 3. Sept 20, LCBA Mixed Pairs,
Bolton Bridge Club.

Leicestershire
Photo: EBU

www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
Manchester’s Pachabo winners, from the left: John Holland, Alan Mould,
Michael Byrne, Michael Newman and Rodney Lighton.
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THE 2015 AGM was held in
June. The committee reports
were adopted, and officers were

www.ebu.co.uk

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
AT the recent AGM the officials were all re-elected without
opposition. Chairman will be Guy Grainger, Vice-Chairman
is Adrian Underwood, Treasurer Mike Llewellyn, Secretary
Paul Wokes, Competition Secretary Glynn Elwick.
As a result of his support of Lincs Bridge over many years
Maurice Ladlow was made an Honorary Member of the
County. This award is richly deserved. Congratulations.

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Claire Robinson – Nick
Boss who won the Pairs A Final at the Spring Bank
Holiday Congress and to Alan and Olivia Woo and
Alex Hydes who won the Swiss Teams at the
Oxford Mid-week Congress. Well done to those who did well in
the Spring Foursomes – finalist Dror Padon, semi-finalists
David Gold, David Bakhshi, Andrew Robson and Alex Hydes
and Punchbowl semi-finalists Gitte Hecht-Johansen, Szczepan
Smoczynski and Mary Gordon-Smith. Also to Mike Fletcher,
2nd in the Jersey Swiss Teams.
Diary dates: Sept 10, AGM, 7pm, YCBC. Sept 15, Café
Bridge, Clapham. Sept 20, Mixed Pairs, 1pm, YCBC. Oct 25,
Men’s & Women’s IMP Pairs, 1pm. YCBC. More details from
the LMBA website.

Manchester
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
MANCHESTER’S Goldstone Cup winners have
won the EBU County Teams of Four Championship (Pachabo Cup) for the first time. Well
done to John Holland, Rodney Lighton,
Michael Newman, Alan Mould and Michael Byrne (photo on
previous page). Congratulations also to the winners of the
EBU Teams of Eight Championship (Garden Cities Trophy),
Manchester Bridge Club. This is the fourth time that Manchester Bridge Club have won. Well done to Jeff Morris, John
Hassett, Michael Byrne, Michael Newman, John Holland,
Alan Mould, Catherine Draper and Andrew Woodcock.
At the MCBA AGM Bob Cooke retired after two years as
Chairman. Irene Davies takes over and Ann Thornton
becomes Chair of the Tournament Committee. Karen Sandler
becomes Membership Secretary. Treasurer Joan Hinchcliffe
has retired after six years and is replaced by Haidee Tattersall.
Diary dates: Sept 12-13, Premier League, Manchester
Bridge Club.

www.ebu.co.uk

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
HUGE congratulations to Liz Commins who
was part of the Welsh team that won this
year’s Lady Milne Trophy.
Well done to Joan Marray – Paul Roberts
who won the Welsh Bridge Union Mixed Pairs final.
In the annual M&CBA match v Dublin, we are pleased to
say that we won narrowly by 899 IMPs to 891.
In the Northern Ireland Spring National Congress held in
Belfast (formerly Armagh) the Championship Pairs was won
by Liz Commins – David Stevenson. However, they were
unable to retain their teams title, finishing 2nd playing with
locals Robin Burns – Ian Lindsay.
In the WBU Seniors Congress the teams event was won by
John Hampson, Julian Merrill, Bob Pitts, Simon Whitehouse.
The Congress also had an Open Pairs event on the final day
and this was won by Barry Jones – Bob Pitts.
Diary dates: Aug 29, NBL Round Two. Sept 12, NBL
Round Three.

Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Waseem Naqvi who
was in the team which finished 2nd in the
Schapiro Spring Foursomes.
Well done to Simon Cope who won the Oxford
Midweek Congress Championship Pairs and Swiss
Teams.
In the Spring Bank Holiday Congress, Tony
Waterlow won the Pairs B Final.
Please visit the county website which has an extensive
competitions calendar.

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
SUZANNE Gill has plans.
She’s just become NCBA Chairman after
twenty years on the Norfolk committee and her
ambition for her county is boundless. Bridge
education is her watchword and the Norwich
Bridge School she has founded is just part of a renaissance of
teaching and teacher training across Norfolk.

Photo: Jane Scarfe

elected as follows: Chairman, Dean Benton; Treasurer, Henry
Cooklin; General and Membership Secretary, Pat Beasley;
League Secretary, Brian Stockdale; Tournament Secretary,
Neil Beasley; Fixtures Secretary, Dick Pathan; Webmaster,
Richard Smith; Education Liaison Officer, Simon Stokes.
The guest of honour was Phil Watts of the Bradgate club
who presented trophies to the competition winners. For
details see the online Local Results section.
Diary dates: Aug 27, League Forum. Sept 13, Midland
League v Worcestershire, Home. Sept 16, Stanley Trophy
Round 1. Sept 23, League – Round 1 matches. Sept 26-27,
Derbyshire Green Point Swiss Pairs & Teams, Spondon. Sept
30, League – Round 2 matches. Oct 7, Otto & Edith Cups –
Mixed Pairs.

Norfolk’s new Chairman, Suzanne Gill.

But her ultimate ambition is to help achieve a permanent
bridge centre for Norfolk, to house county competitions and
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teaching, and provide a base from which to promote the game
to schoolchildren as well as adults. She plans an in-depth
consultation with county clubs and an investigation into
funding options, including grants, sponsorship and
fundraising.
She sees it as part of uniting Norfolk’s many clubs in a
shared mission to make bridge fashionable again – with best
behaviour and sociability paramount.
It’s a hugely ambitious project. But if not now, when? And
if not Suzanne, who? You know something? She might just
pull it off.

North East
www.neba.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS go to Bill March for his
consistent performances throughout the season
resulting in the award of NEBA Player of the Year
2014-2015. Chairman Val Gibson made the presentation at the AGM in May. After nine years, the Hurworth
‘A’ grip on the 1st Division of the NEBA InterClub was broken
when Brunton ‘A’ took the 2015 title. The NEBA team selected
to play ED Scotland in July was Liz Muir, Don Reid, Clive
Owen, Damian Hassan, Liz Reese, Bob Watts, Neil Aiston and
Inga Aiston.
Diary date: the 2015 NEBA Congress is again to be held in
the splendid bridge facility at the Marriott Metro-Centre
Hotel from 6-8 November. All main events, Saturday Swiss
Pairs and Sunday Swiss Teams, will be green pointed.

Northamptonshire
www.bridgewebs.com/northants/
THE county will be holding a Blue-pointed
Swiss Pairs event on Saturday August 8 at
Stamford Bridge Club. The event will be open
to any pairs with the leading Northants mixed
pair receiving the Murchie Lerner Trophy. Details on the website.
The joint Bedford & Northants Congress will be held on
September 12-13 with Pairs on the Saturday and Greenpointed Teams on the Sunday. The event will be held at
Heron’s Lodge Guide Centre, opposite National Badminton
Centre, Bradwell Road, Loughton, Milton Keynes, MK8 9LG.
I would ask Northants members to support this event. Entries
can be made online on the Bedfordshire Bridge Association
website or to Rita Keable, 170 Bideford Green, Leighton
Buzzard, Beds LU7 2TS, email: congress@bedsbridge.co.uk

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
THE AGM at Nottingham Bridge Club in May
was not quorate. The new Committee was
elected at an Extraordinary General Meeting in
June. The Committee and the programme that
it established will be found on the website.

Roberts – Geoff Nicholas.
Ed Jones’ team came 7th in the Swiss Teams’ Hamilton Cup
at the Schapiro Spring Foursomes. Sandra Nicholson – Krys
Kazmierczak were 4th in the Swiss Teams at the Cheltenham
Congress. Aleksandar Lishov came 3rd in the Yorkshire
Congress John Colley Trophy and =7th in the EBU Spring Bank
Holiday Congress Swiss Pairs.
At the EBU Oxford Belfry Midweek Congress, Beryl Kerr was
6th in the Swiss Pairs.
The Oxfordshire Congress was another great success.
Winners of the Swiss Pairs were Sarah O’Connor – Mike Bell
with Oxfordshire’s Michiel Cottaar – Carlos Acero in 2nd
place. The Swiss Teams was won by Joan and Geoffrey Peel,
Chris Smart and Michael Lunn with Oxfordshire’s Abbey
Smith, Sandra Claridge, Robert Procter and Mike Robinson
3rd. Ruth Kim – Howard Arnes won the Sandra Landy Trophy.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk
THE County finished 4th, 2nd and 6th in the
various divisions of the Inter County Western League.
The team of Roger Sweet, Colin Juneman, Eric
Cummings and Colin Flood were defeated in the
3rd round of the Gold Cup.
The green-pointed West of England Congress will be held at
the Winter Gardens, Weston Super Mare, from 2 to 4 October.
Entry Secretary is Ann Bawdon, 4 The Perrings, Nailsea,
Somerset BS48 4YD or email abawdon@icloud.com

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
WITH three rounds to go the county team of
Dan Crofts, Barbara, Justin and Paul Hackett
were leading the Pachabo. In a close finish they
ended 4th.
Both our county teams had a creditable result in the
Midlands Bowl Trophy. Dan Crofts, Ed Levy, Jason and Paul
Hackett finished 2nd, while Robin Adey, John Day, Geoff
Davies and Geoff Feltblower were 3rd.
We wish Justin and Jason in the Open and Paul in the
Seniors the best of luck in the World Championships in
Chennai, India in September.
Andrew Robson is giving us a seminar. Details will soon be
appearing on the county website.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
ANDREW and Jane Moore won the Swiss Teams at
the Jersey Congress.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
AT the EBU Jersey Lambourne Festival, Jean
Squires won the Pre-Congress Pairs. Kathy and
Denis Talbot were 6th in the Midweek Pairs
Championship, 7th in the Swiss Teams and 7th at
the Hants & IOW Swiss Teams playing with Debbie
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JEFFREY Allerton, Frances Hinden and Graham
Osborne have had an amazing couple of months.
Not only did they win the Schapiro Spring Foursomes (see pages 24-25), but they were also runners
up with Mike Scoltock at the Pachabo, and Graham and
Frances were 3rd in the Corwen. Frances described these
achievements as disappointing as they could have won all three!
Six Wimbledon players were in the first two teams at the
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Oxford GP Congress. Joan and Geoffrey Peel, Chris Smart and
Mike Lunn won, and David Wing and Roland Gronau were in
the runners-up team.
Diary dates: Sept 26-27, Surrey Green Point Weekend,
Guildford; book via the website. August Bank Holiday Monday Aug 31, Blue-pointed Swiss Pairs, 1pm, Banstead; please
remember to bring your own tea. Enter via the Surrey website
or contact Frances Trebble ( 01252 679883, email
f.trebble@ntlworld.com

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Andrew Southwell – Ian
Lancaster who did excellently to finish 2nd in the
Corwen Trophy; Dave Franklin – Gerry Stanford
were a very creditable 12th.
SCCBA are planning to hold a lottery-funded
Bridge Festival from August 10-14 primarily for all
kids aged 7-17 but parents / grandparents are invited too. The
Festival is free and so this is a great chance to learn and / or
improve your bridge! The venue is the Avenue Bridge Club,
Hove. Contact andyjryder@hotmail.com for further details.
SCCBA is also launching a new initiative of ‘Basic Bridge
Rewards’ available to those with fewer than 5,000 Master
Points. Please see the county website for details. The next
qualifying events are the SCCBA Basic Bridge Bognor – Aug
30 at Bognor Bridge Club, and SCCBA Basic Bridge East
Grinstead – Nov 21 at The Ark, Turners Hill. All are welcome
– and why not get some practice at the Really Easy Congress at
the EBU’s Summer Meeting held in Brighton on Aug 17-20?

Wiltshire
www.wcba.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Chris Dixon, Pat
Davies and Taf Anthias who, as members of
Sally Brock’s team, have reached Round 5 of
the Gold Cup, having beaten a Wiltshire team in Round 4
(Richard Samter, Norman Botton, Roy France, Sam Sloan).
The new season will get under way in September with four
events: Western League Match vs Cornwall on Sept 12;
Premier League on Sept 21; Mixed Teams on Sept 27 and
Leagues 1 & 2 on Sept 28.

Worcestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
SUMMER is the time to reflect on the outgoing
season and plan for the new. Teams have already
been formed for the ever-popular Grand Prix
Teams series: however, for those players, either
from Worcestershire or other counties, who
haven’t yet done so, it’s not too late to join in the fun – details
are on the county website.
Other forthcoming open events include the Ladies’ and
Men’s Pairs on September 14, the Irene Allen Non-Expert
Swiss Pairs on October 18 and, of course, the Green-Pointed
Malvern Congress on October 25-26. The Congress moved to
a new venue, St John’s Sports Centre in Worcester, last year.
This proved extremely successful so we would encourage our
regular attendees, in particular, to get their entries in early.

Yorkshire
Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk

Photo: Margaret Cowe

CONGRATULATIONS to Susan Stockdale on her
recent marriage to Peter Norton.
With all the Pairs Leagues now completed anyone interested in joining the new series starting in
September should contact Elayne Meakin for the
WPL and BPL, John Pyner for the CPL.

Philip Mason celebrated fifty years of the Malton Cup on
Sunday 21 June at York Bridge Club.

www.ebu.co.uk

www.ycba.co.uk/
PHILIP Mason has retired as Chairman of the
Management Board after twenty-five years service
– a remarkable achievement. He will become the
new President. We thank Philip and wish the new
Chairman, Nick Woolven, every success.
Congratulations to Dave Robinson – Graham Jepson,
winners of the EBU’s Corwen Trophy (see page 43).
In the Pachabo Cup inter-county competition, Yorkshire
(Nick Woolven, Martin Edge, Alan Brosgill, Robin Jepson)
were 10th. In the Garden Cities Trophy, Yorkshire League
winners Bradford narrowly missed qualification from their
semi-final group.
At the Jersey Festival, Heather Hobson – Roy Garthwaite
won the Seniors’ Pairs and (with Janet and Ted Latham) the
Teams A Final and the Seniors’ Teams. Gillian Emerson – Alan
Stephenson were 2nd in the Really Easy Pairs at the EBU
Spring Bank Holiday Congress.
Diary dates: Sept 6, Huddersfield Rose Bowl. Sept 20,
Garforth Swiss Teams (Collingham). Oct 3-4, Great Northern
Swiss Pairs (Leeds).
r

August 20th is the closing date
for the submission of county
reports for the next issue of
English Bridge.
Please e-mail: elena@ebu.co.uk

August 2015 English Bridge

59

Landmark Promotions
March 2015 – June 2015
Congratulations to
the newly promoted
Premier Grand Masters:
Mr Kieran Dyke, London
Mr DA Gold, London
Mr S P Tredinnick, Kent

Congratulations to
the newly promoted
Grand Masters:
Mrs V Constable, Glos
Mr D Happer, Leics
Mr P Littlewood, Herts

Cambs & Hunts

Master

Roger Morris

Master

Mr T Peowrie

Kent

Dorset

Premier Grand Master

Mrs Jacquie Jones
Mr I A L Miller
Miss Carina Suzana Negreanu
Mrs L Stow

Grand Master

Mr SP Tredinnick

Mrs MF Wilson-Gardner

Regional Master

Regional Master

Mrs PA Alcalay

Channel Islands

Mr MA McMorran

Grand Master

Master

Master

Mr D McIntosh

Mrs MM Watts

Regional Master

Essex

Mr R M Laski
Ms C McMillen

Master

Cornwall
Life Master
Mrs V Mably

Mrs C Gilmore
Mr CP Hickson
Mrs RG Rogers
Brenda Vas Nunes

Mr D McIntosh, Guernsey

Regional Master

Gloucestershire

Mrs C Mueller, Berks/Bucks

Mr J Hardisty

Grand Master

Mrs I Robinson, Avon

Master

Mrs V Constable

Master

Mrs DJ Sanders, Direct UK

Dr David Fraser
Mr R Pretty

Mr B Stairs, Beds

Cumbria

Mrs MP Stairs, Beds

Regional Master

Mrs MF Wilson-Gardner,
Dorset

Mr JH Brown
Mr Sam Norman
Mrs MY Thornley

Master
Landmark Masterpoint
Promotions
March 2015 – June 2015

Ms HE Dinwoodie
Miss A Farrar
Mrs W Owen

Avon

Derbyshire

Grand Master

Master

Mrs I Robinson

Mr Clive Case
Gill Doggett
Mr G Povah
Mr Graham Reading
Miss R Rowe
Mrs J Sellars
Mrs Joan Smith
Mr T Wakeling

Regional Master
Mr D Beacham

Master
Mr David Griffiths
Mr Peter Shelley

Bedfordshire
Grand Master
Mr B Stairs
Mrs MP Stairs

Regional Master
Mr DS Alsford

Devon
Life Master
Mrs S Bennett
Mr R Carter
Mr DJ Harriman

Berks & Bucks

Regional Master

Grand Master

Mr Ian Bond

Mrs C Mueller

Master

Master

Mr A Blake
Ms Chris Fifield
Mrs Christine Jack
Mrs K Neville

Mr Michael Christmas
Mr C Colton
Mrs PA Ewers
Linsey Joyce
Dr A Lloyd
Ms Albine Patterson
Mr A Wisman
Mrs Liz Zoethout
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Direct
Grand Master
Mrs DJ Sanders

Regional Master
Ms C Ruiz-Castell

MS Sian Brady
Mr Dan Cherrington
Mr David Gilbert

Hants and I.O.W.
Life Master
Mr P Downham
Mrs HK Kinloch

Regional Master
Mrs MA Rubra

Master
Mr R Bungey
Mr Barry Cooper
Mr John Hawkins
Keith Terrell
Mr RJ Turner
Mr John Wilson

Herefordshire

Mr MJ Avery
Brenda Braybrooke
Mrs P Chowdhury
Mrs L Cummings
Mrs Gillian Finzi
Mrs J Freeman
Mr M Gipon
Jacky Hollands
Mr R Macaulay
Mr R Miller
Mrs Judy Scanlan
Mr T Sherwen

Lancashire
Master
Mr John Attree
Mrs B Begley
Mrs GL Bingham
Mr Geoffrey Brown
Mr I Hart
Mrs M Henderson
Mrs EJ Jones
Mr Harry Kessler
Mr Alan Martin
Mrs P Steiger

Leicestershire
Grand Master
Mr D Happer

Regional Master

Master

Dr C Shah

Maggie Appleton
Mike Appleton
Mrs Christine Barnes
Mr ML Cornelius
Mrs P Hill
Mrs VJ Lee
Mrs JM Pugh

Master

Hertfordshire
Grand Master
Mr P Littlewood

Regional Master
Mr AJ King
Mrs C Morley

Master
Tess Alexander
Mr AJ Allan
Mrs MA Ashman
Roger Clarke
Mrs B Eales
Ms CM Leek

Mr Michael Allsopp
Mrs Tricia Allsopp
Mr CHR Dobson
Shelagh Rumbelow
Robert Stokes
Mr Roger Ward

London
Premier Grand Master
Mr DA Gold

Life Master
Mr D Strawbridge
Mr AW Whittome

Regional Master
Mr J Drummond
Mrs T Isaacs

Master
Mr Ingleby Jefferson
Mr Edward Jones

www.ebu.co.uk

Manchester
Life Master
Mrs G McMullan

Mrs R Robson
Mrs Ann Rooke
Andrew Wood

Surrey

Master

Regional Master

Mr Terry Bloomfield
Anne Burrage
Mrs June Cooper
Dr S Dobson
Robin Field
Mr David Fuller
Mr Robin Gibbs
Mr John Grant
Anne Hastings
Mr Paul Machin
Mr D Marsh
Mr William McGilvary
Mrs S Osborne
Mr Ronald Pritchard
Mrs Susan Purvis
Mrs BR Stevens
Mr D Thomas
Mary Trahern

Master

Mr D Banks

Dr AC Bamford
Ms AM Burrows
Mr JA Osmond
Mr D Sims

Mr EJ Cadman
Mr John Derrick
Ms Barbara Eastabrook
Mr Harry Hadfield
Mr G Kasnicki
Dr IC Mackie
Dr Scott Middleton
Mr I Rosenberg
Dr B Tarnowski
Pat Tooze
Mrs H Worthington

Master

Master

Mr G Froggett
Miss Marie Hall
Mr Tony Warner-Smith

Mr Peter Bennett
Jan Benton
Mr Ray Burbridge
Mr Lee Byram
Mrs WAC Chandler
Mrs JA Clarke
Mr P Cox
Miss Claire Cross
Mr WM Edwards
Mrs Alison Gardner
Cookie Hoffman
Mr G Homewood
Chris Lewis
Mrs R Linington
Mr Owen Lunt
Nick McCarthy
Mrs L McCrum
Mr R J McDonagh
Mrs Anne Rae
Mrs Eve L Reynolds
Ms June Rose
Ms Olive Rowell
Mr Peter Sharpe
Mrs Joan Stammers
Mrs Anne Thain
Mrs Liz Trickett
Mrs CA Westcott

Regional Master

Northamptonshire

Nicholas Greer

Regional Master

Merseyside/Cheshire
Regional Master
Mrs GL O'Neill

Master
Mr S Anderson
Mrs Brenda Gray
Mrs Janet Joynson
Prof. PO Pharoah
Mr Alan Wilks

Nottinghamshire
Master
Mr NS Brown
Dr DH Dunford
Mr D Fletcher
Mr GM Graham
Mrs JH Langworthy

Oxfordshire
Life Master
Mr A Lishkov
Mr D Southcombe

Regional Master

Middlesex

Mrs A Adams
Mr A P Lambe
Miss L Pulford
Mr DA Walton

Regional Master

Master

Mr SJ Panchamia
Mr S Skorchev
Mr R H Spiro
Mrs SL Winton

Elin Andrews
Mr Bob Axbey
Mrs JM Bailey
Mrs L Cole
Dr K Collingham
Mr Brian Crawford
Mrs Cynthia Crawford
Mr M Cutler
Mr M Francis
Mrs K Hughes
Mr AF Hughes
Ms K Park
Mrs C Pollard
Mr P Viney

Master
Ashok Bavishi
Mr R Desai
Mrs J Harris
Dr LR Lazarus
Mr Michael Lord
Mrs J Ruparelia
Mr Sobhag Premchand Shah
Mr A Sheth
Mrs J Waterman
Mr R Wilson

Somerset

Norfolk

Life Master

Life Master

Mr RJ Marks

Mr B Drobny

Regional Master

Regional Master
Mr M Pooley

Master
Mr C Baskerville
Bet Davies
Mrs YL Douglas
Pamela Lockwood
Mr DP North-Graves
Tessa Shingler
Mr PJ Wrighton

North East
Regional Master
Mr N Oliver

Master
Mr R Chappel
Mr Roger Cohen
Mr AD Davies
Mrs Joan Davison
Mr Les Davison
Mr S Goode
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Dr A Atkinson

Master
Mrs B Badley
Robert Hobhouse
Mrs Pat Nelson
Mrs Annette Rawdon
Mrs Hilary Shove
Mr Grant Weston

Staffs & Shropshire
Master
Mrs Mary Dingley
Mrs Ann Law
Mrs E Turner

Suffolk
Regional Master

Sussex
Life Master
Mrs C Backholer
Mrs V Frearson
Mr E Williams

Wiltshire
Life Master
Mr ND Botton
Mr R Karn

Regional Master
Mrs Jan Dixon
Mr A Holmes-Mackie
Mr K Hughes

Master
Mr M Cripp
Karl Hollmann
Mr T Lucas

Worcester
Life Master
Mrs JM Rutter

Regional Master
Mrs LV Mitchell

Master

Master

Mrs A Sargent

Mrs Lynne Bayes
Mr Rod Bayes
Mrs I Boyd
Mr Bob Davidson
Mr G Doble
Mrs P Duffield
Mr R Hamilton
Mr John Hardy
Mr R Hopperton
Mr R C Mann
Mrs Eileen McNicol
Mrs S P Price
Mr Mike Quinn
Mrs Norma Quinn
Mrs Sandy Reimoser
Miss Christine Shaw
Lord Teviot
Mr N Warren
Mr DH Winterflood
Mr John Wintle
Mr T Wood

Yorkshire

Mr DJR Mathews

Warwickshire

Master

Regional Master

Mr David Lightfoot
Mr Bob Webb

Mr P Colman
Mr Roger Harris

Life Master
Mr LK Brown

Regional Master
Mr FA Gunnee

Master
Stephen Berson
Mrs BA Blyth-Bristow
Mrs H Cooper
Mr J Cornthwaite
Mr Oliver Cowan
Mrs AM Dearden-Briggs
Mrs J Godbold
Ms E Jobes
Mrs Lesley Knaggs
Dr J C H Richings
Mr L Rothnie
Mr G Shepherd
Mrs CAE Sienkiewicz
Mrs M Simpson
Ms D Thorp
Mr E Wilson
Mr Iain Wilson
Mr PM Witty
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Club Bidding Quiz
Answers to Questions on Page 51
´
™
t
®

Hand 1
KQ754
98
Q J 10 9 6
A

W
1´
?

N
2™

E
Dble

S
Pass

3t. Partner's double is for takeout and implies the other two
suits (or the ability to cope if you
bid one of them). Having already shown the spades,
you should show your second suit. This is not a high
reverse because partner has invited you to bid a
minor.

Hand 2
´J
™ Q 10 9 6 3
tA85
®KJ87

W
Pass

N
1´

E
Pass

S
2´

?

Double. You were very close to
opening the bidding. Now that
the opponents have found a fit,
you do not want to take the
chance that they are planning to stop in 2´. It will
be difficult for partner, who surely holds a few
spades, to act if you do not. Double is much more
flexible than 3™.

Hand 3
´ Q95
™AJ5432
t A 10
® 10 3

W

N

2t
?

Pass

E
1NT
2™

S
Pass
Pass

3™. Your initial transfer showed
at least five hearts. By raising
yourself, you are implying a sixth heart and inviting
game. With 11 HCP you do not really have enough
to insist on game. Partner will usually pass or bid 4™
but could try 3NT.

click

by Julian Pottage

Hand 4
´5
™ 10
tAKQ9
® A Q J 10 9 6 3

W
1®
?

N
Pass

link

E
1™

S
Pass

2t. The club suit is very good but
3® would not be forcing and 5®
would be unilateral. You can rebid the clubs next time, thereby conveying a picture
of four diamonds but rather longer clubs. A jump to
4NT would be wrong: the reply might take you too
high and partner might count the ™K as an ace.

Hand 5
´ AQ3
™ A6
t AJ52
® Q 10 9 3

W
1®
?

Hand 6
´ 10
™ K92
t 10 8 7 5 4 2
®A54

W

N
Pass

E
1´

S
3™

Double. These days a double even
over the bidder is normally for
take-out. It shows extra values
but no clear direction. With just A-x as a stopper,
you do not want to bid 3NT. 3´ would be wrong
because partner will not place you with 17 HCP
(you often have to stretch in competition) but will
place you with four spades.

N

E
1´

S
Pass

?

1NT. You do not promise a
balanced hand. You are simply
saying that you have enough to
respond but not enough to bid at the two level.
Unlike over a 2t response, partner will only rebid
2´ with a six-card suit.
r

Our report from the 7th European Open Championships could not be included in this issue
because of printing deadlines, but it will be published in the October magazine.
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Online Extra
Bridge Numbers Appendix – by Simon Cochemé
A Useful Appendix to Simon Cochemé’s article on pages 13-14)
(1) Making a slam with three finesses:
If you assume that each finesse is 50-50, like tossing
a coin, then there 8 (2 x 2 x 2) possible outcomes.
(2 x 2 x 2 is 2 to the power of 3 – I knew there would
be a 3 in there somewhere!) Using the coin-tossing
analogy, the eight possible outcomes are HHH,
HHT, HTH, THH, HTT, THT, TTH, TTT. For the
first four, two or three finesses are successful; for the
last four, two or three finesses fail, so the answer is
indeed 50-50.
(2) Arrow-switching:
Sorry, I looked, but there is no simple explanation
of why the answer is one-eighth. A very detailed but
not-so-simple explanation can be found at
www.ebu.co.uk/documents/media/bridge-move
ments-the-maths.pdf.
The simplest I could find is by David Stevenson
and is at www.blakjak.org/lwz_ste3.htm
I can do no better than quote David’s last
sentence: ‘Arrow-switching is fair, and roughly one
board in eight should be switched; trust me!’
(3) Sharing the same birthday:
If you have two people, the chance that they will not
have the same birthday is 364/365. If you add in a
third person, then the chance that all three have
different birthdays is 364/365 multiplied by 363/365
(that is about .99). Then multiply that result by
362/365 and so on. When you include the 22nd
person (multiplying the previous answer by
344/365) you get .52. It is the 23rd person who tips
the balance to .49. If the chance that 23 people will
not have the same birthday is less than half, then the
chance that two of the 23 will have the same
birthday is greater than 50%.
The next time you are at a gathering with thirty or
more people, you could try it out. Have a little side
bet, if you can; the odds of a shared birthday among
thirty people is just over 70%.

www.ebu.co.uk

(4) Continuous scoring names:
You can while away many an hour looking up the
dates from the 16-board scoring table. If you
wanted the results to have an international flavour,
you could call 1460 a Basle (the founding of the
university) and 1703 a Rultusk (Sweden beat Russia
in the battle of). An American version would have
to start late (nothing before 1492) but could include
a Morse (1844: Samuel Morse sends the first
telegram), an Einstein (1916: Albert Einstein
presents the Theory of Relativity) and an Apollo
(1969: first moon landing).
A well-rounded English list would include a mix
of the military, the arts, science and sport: a Stirling
(1304: Stirling Castle falls to Edward I), a Shakespeare (1609: his sonnets are first published), a
Handel (1717: Water Music first performed in
London), a Quebec (1759: Quebec captured from
the French), a Darwin (1833: HMS Beagle arrives in
Port Deseado, Patagonia), a Wimbledon (1877: first
tennis championships) and a Sherlock Holmes (1887:
publication of Conan Doyle’s first Holmes story, A
Study in Scarlet).
(5) Player numbers:
The bridge magazines of the time contain lots of
useful information, but building the lists wasn’t
always as simple as that. Sometimes teams were
selected and then changed; in 1939 a name was
changed but the team was the same! (Molly Withers
got married between her selection and the
competition itself, changing her last name to Furse,
and acquiring her husbands’ initials.)
My thanks to Peter Hasenson, Richard Fleet, Wolf
Klewe and Jeremy Dhondy for their assistance in the
production of the lists.

continued on next page
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(6) World Rankings:
The current rankings of our World Championship
teams (correct at time of going to print) are:
David Gold
Justin Hackett
Jason Hackett
David Bakhshi
Andrew Robson
Tony Forrester

93
114
122
130
153
194

Nicola Smith
Sally Brock
Heather Dhondy
Nevena Senior
Fiona Brown
Catherine Draper

1
2
16
24
37
126

Paul Hackett
John Holland
Gunnar Hallberg
David Price
Colin Simpson
David Mossop

12
13
30
59
59
84

Youtube Videos
At the European Open Championships in
tromsø, Norway, the European Bridge
League filmed a number of videos with some
of the elite players participating in the event.
In some of these videos, the contributors
look at some of the tactics used by top players, discuss some of the hands they played
during the tournament, or are interviewed
about bridge and their other passions.
Brian Senior discusses the ‘Pigpen’ Coup,
a descendent of the better known Bath Coup.

The complete lists can be found at:
www.wbfmasterpoints.com
HHHHH
Lastly, referring back to my mention of Roman
numerals in the first paragraph of the article (on
page 13), I wonder if any Victorian families (who
occasionally named their children Septimus,
Octavia and Decima) had a girl called Ivy as their
fourth child?
r

David Gold talks about how his bridge
game developed, and reveals his favourite
convention and ideal teammates.

these videos can be watched by clicking
the screens above.
Alternatively, visit the EBL’s youtube channel
(via http://tinyurl.com/eblyoutube) where
more are available, plus some ‘behind the
scenes’ videos and player interviews).
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Online Extra
Victor’s 13th Trick – by Barrie Partridge
WHILE the vast majority of bridge played in Bridge
Club Live is in our drop-in-drop-out Match Pointed
Pairs Room, we have two very popular marathon
events. One is a Butler IMPs Pairs League, with
eleven fortnightly matches of eighteen boards each
per division, run twice a year. The other is a Swiss
Pairs, with six fortnightly matches of eighteen
boards, run three times a year, with each board
played around forty times for good comparisons.
Most of those in slam on this board from a recent
Swiss Pairs series went off, so twelve tricks in a spade
game was worth a reasonable 72%.
Only one declarer made all thirteen tricks!

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

K6
Q765
K Q 10 7 6 2
J
´
™
t
®

AJ4
AK943
A854
8
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

10 5 3
10 8 2
93
10 6 4 3 2

Q9872
J
J
AKQ975

Victor Ridding of Manchester started playing online
bridge around eighteen years ago. He was South,
partnering Ros Hunt of Cambridge, and he was
declarer in 5´.
The tK was led. Victor won with the tA and led
the ®8 to his ace, noting the fall of the ®J. Victor
now led the ´2 to the ´J. This is far superior to
running the ´Q as many tried. The ´A dropped the
´K, and now Victor, being able to guarantee twelve
tricks, started looking for his thirteenth.
The t4 was ruffed and then the ®5 trumped,
declarer being disappointed that the clubs didn’t
break 4-2. Time for a squeeze! And straight away, as
the t5 was led from dummy to be ruffed, East was
www.ebu.co.uk

under pressure. He needed all his clubs so threw a
heart. He could have ruffed (and been overruffed)
but when declarer led his last trump at trick eight,
the pressure would have been on again.
On this last trump, West threw D10 and dummy
a heart and we were here:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

—
Q765
Q
—

—
AK94
8
—
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

—
10 8
—
10 6 4

—
J
—
KQ97

Having forced East down to two hearts, South
turned his attention to West.
On the ®K lead, there was no problem as West
could release the ™5, but the ®Q lead saw West in
trouble. He had to keep the tQ so away went the
™6, and declarer could throw the t8 – its work, as
they say, having been done.
With both defenders forced down to two hearts
each, declarer abandoned clubs and led the ™J,
overtaking in dummy with the ™A to cash the ™K
and enjoy the established ™9 for the thirteenth
trick. And that, ladies and gentlemen, is what they
call a Non-Simultaneous Double Squeeze! Well
done, Victor!
So it turns out that we now know that a heart
opening lead would have broken up the squeeze, but
I don’t think we can hold criminal charges against
West for the obvious tK lead!
Bridge Club Live is the only UK-based online
bridge club. Do join us for fast, fun and friendly
bridge – and EBU Master Points, too!
r
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COUNTY NEWS – LOCAL RESULTS
Avon
www.avoncba.org.uk
DIVISION 1 of the County Leagues was won
by the Smith team and the Knockout was won
by the Elliott team who therefore represented
Avon in the Pachabo. The Handicapped Pairs
was won by Jan Duncan and David Jones.

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
Winners of the Charity Pairs held in April were
Julie and Steve Abley; a good day was enjoyed by
all who attended.
Judi and Peter Malpass did well coming 6th
nationally in the EBU Sim Pairs which followed
the BBA AGM on May 7.
Alan and Saroj Ellis won the Champions’ Trophy in June.
Diary dates: the Beds and Northants Congress takes place
at the Heron Lodge Guide Centre in Milton Keynes over the
weekend of September 12-13. The Opening Pairs is played on
Thursday September 17 and Heat 2 of the BBA Teams-ofFour on September 24; both events to be held at Wilstead with
a 7.30pm start. Further details of these events are available on
the BBA website.

Cambs and Hunts
www.cambsbridge.org
THE County Swiss Pairs resulted in a tie between
Alison Lloyd – Verity Joubert and Jon BonsorMatthews – Roger Salmon. Both pairs were just 1
VP ahead of Graham Clarke – Pat Atkin, while 1 VP
behind them Simon Stokes – Tanawan Watts tied with Simon
Barb – Tim Pike. The Ascenders’ Prize was won by Victor
Milman – Nadia Stelmashenko.
The County Teams Plate was won by Ryan Chan, Jazlene
Ong, Helen Holmes, Paul Russell, Jesse Wang and Sorin Tirc.
Diary dates: Oct 12, closing date for County Knockout
entries. Feb 21, County Individual final. March 19, Novice
Pairs. March 20: County Pairs final. Apr 24, County Swiss
Pairs.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
Mixed Pairs: 1. Andy Hall – Karen Fooks, 2. Howard
Basden-Smith – Sue Rankin.
District news – Jersey: Ladies’ Pairs: 1. Jane
Knight – Fiona Honey, 2. Sue Rankin – Marion
Miles. Men’s Pairs: 1. Howard Basden-Smith – Chris Hill,
2. Eric Todd – John Honey. Open Pairs: 1. Chris Hill – Jane
Knight, 2. Ken and Hilary Wise. Unrestricted Pairs: 1. Howard
Basden-Smith – Marion Miles, 2. Graham Boxall – Sue
Rankin.
Club news – Jersey: Victoria Club, Championship Open
Pairs: 1. Chris Hill – Jane Knight, 2. Mary Horton – Kim
Lamb. Highfield Bridge Club, Ladies’ Pairs: 1. Margaret Farley
– June Le Blancq, 2. Margaret Treacy – Maureen Breuilly;
Men’s Pairs: 1. Mike Newman – Paul Reed, 2. Richard
Christensen – David Waters.

Cornwall
www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
PETER Scott – Eileen Collings were, perhaps,
surprise winners of the Johnny Perks, Cornwall’s
premier pairs competition, though both had won
competitions earlier this season. Chris and
Sandra Bickerdike were 2nd, with last year’s winners, Viv
Mably – Celia Bishop, 3rd. They have been in the top three in
each of the last three years.

Cumbria
www.bridgewebs.com/cumbria/
THE last county competition this season was the County Pivot
Teams which was won by Babs Matthews, Ken Johnston, Tim
Matthews and Paul Thornton. Runners-up were Adam
Aitken, Tony Bartlett, Joan Mossop and Geoff Thomson.
Congratulations.

Derbyshire
www.bridgewebs.com/derbyshire
WINNERS of recent DCBA competitions: the
Midlands Mixed Pairs and Flitch Cup (highest
placed married partnership) were won by Mary
and David Marshall.

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
AT the AGM the officers were re-elected and the
Chairman highlighted numerous gaps in administration which, if not filled, will compromise the schedule of events available. The bridge
that followed was won by Don Pearson, Norman Massey,
Andrew Leslie and Betty Golding.
All county results, committee news and minutes, etc are on
the website www.devonbridge.co.uk.
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Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
UDALL Trophy: 1. James and Shirley Dutton,
Rod Marks, Geoff Fogg; 2. Margot WilsonGardner, John Gardner, Alan Wilson, Janet
Smith; 3. Tim Dunsby, Helen Ackroyd, Ron Heath, Hugh
Kevill-Davies.
Dorset Knockout: Tim Dunsby, Ron Heath, James and
Shirley Dutton won the final, defeating Keith Bartlett’s team.
Western League: the B Team won the league qualifying for
the national finals. The A Team had a disappointing season
winning only one match. The C Team finished 4th, winning
four matches. Thanks to all players who have represented
Dorset this season.
The Hampshire Ranked Pairs was won by Janet Smith –
Mark Hooper.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
COLLIER Row Open Teams: 1. Ann and Terence
Clark, Gary Waller, Ashley Sawyer.
Essex Mixed Teams: 1. Robert Elliott, Coral
Fallon, Simon Moorman, Albert Kitchin; 2. Pat
Johnson, Peter Scotting, Tony Verran, Stuart Dunstan.
2014-5 Leagues: West Division: Waltham Forresters (Tony
Verran, Stuart Dunstan, Andy Barker, Phil Mattacks); SE Div
1: May & Baker (Jill and Roger Tattersfield, Alaric Cundy,
Chris Megahey); SE Div 2: Ladies and the Tramps (Catriona
Lovett, Mike Harbour, Sandy Smith, John Sutcliffe, Alan
Eames); SE Div 3: Hutton Blue (Maureen and George Vede,
Eric Field, Roger Bacon, David Brace).
2014 Premier League: 1. Barleylands (Peter Oake, Robert
Elliott, David Clark, Alan Green); 2. Loughton Collier (Peter
Scotting, Phil Collier, Sandy Riach, Mike Watson).
Knockout Competition Winners: Teams of 4: Alaric Cundy,
Nigel Bardsley, Tony Philpott, Chris Megahey, Margaret
Curtis, retained their title by beating Ian Moss, Mike Graham,
Ted Cockle, Martin Smith in the final. Teams of 4 Plate: Val
and Paul Mollison, Brian Davies, John Williams; Switch Cup:
Peter Scotting, Phil Collier, Michael Watson, Sandy Riach.
Eve Goblets: Ladies’: 1. Margaret Curtis, 2. Val Mollison;
Men’s: 1. David Sherman, 2. Peter Scotting.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
PHILIP Graham Blue Pointed Swiss Teams: 1. Jeremy
Dhondy, Andy Hughes, Steve Preston, Dave
Huggett. HIOW GP Swiss Teams: Ian Walsh, Peter
Bowles, Jacek Pietrzycki, Mike Orriel. Finale Pairs:
Janet Smith – Mark Hooper. No Fear Pairs: John Glasscock –
Martin Church. Petersfield Blue Pointed Swiss Pairs: Helen
Kinloch – Tony Page. Derek Gibbins Trophy (Victor Ludorum):
Steve Preston. Cahalan Cup (k/o teams of 4): Steve Preston,
Heather Maidment, Sonia Zakrzewski, Gareth Birdsall, Dave
Huggett. League Div 1: John Dakin, Richard Harris, Chris
Kinloch, Bob McRobert, Jeremy Baker, Richard Hyde. League
Div 2: Guy Lawrenson, Chris Bradley, Karen Dewar, Adrian
Fontes.
Diary dates: Sept 20, Candover Swiss Teams, Romsey. Oct
4, Mixed Pairs and/or Ladies’/Men’s Pairs, venue TBA. Entries
via HIOW website or Steve Preston on ( 02380 702934.
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Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
WINNNERS of the HBA Swiss Pairs Championship: Gila Tiplady – Kate Howland.
The Championship Pairs Final was won by
Karima Basse – Roy Button.
Gwen Flynn – Ian Buckley won the Cadet
Teams Championship. Jill Mumford – Mike Robson won the
Senior Pairs Championship.
Congratulations to all of them.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
THE Arnold Cup (County Teams of Four Knockout Championship) was won by Kay Preddy,
Norman Selway, Helen and Espen Erichsen.
Kent League winners: North West Kent Div. 1
(Gill Cup): Team Foster; North West Kent Div. 2:
Team Powell; South West Kent (Pearson Cup): Team Griffiths;
East Kent (Dover Cup): Team Crack; Mid Kent (Aveling
Trophy): Team Sissons (Maidstone B).
South East Bridge League: Team Ashcroft; Rotter Cup: Team
Chapman.
Diary dates: Sat/Sun Oct 24/25, 55th Kent Congress,
Tunbridge Wells (Blue-pointed). Sun Nov 1st, Dyer-Smith
Cup (Kent Mixed Pairs Championship), 11am, Tunbridge
Wells.

Lancashire
www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
MADELINE Berney Swiss Pairs: John Morrell –
Marianne Farr won on a tie break with Neil
Thomas – Gillian McMullan.
Blackburn Swiss Pairs: 1. Alex and Tony
Wilkinson.
Bolton Spring Bank Holiday Swiss Teams: 1. Michael
Tomlinson, Ewart Evans, Keith Stewart and John Whitaker.

Leicestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
Gimson Trophy (Pairs’ Championship): 1. Alan
Lord – John Thompson. Joseph’s Bowl (Championship Teams of Four): 1. Tony Odams, Paul
Bowyer, Duncan Happer, Kerri Happer, Jim
Mason, Dick Pathan; Butterworth Langley Trophy (Plate
competition for the Joseph’s Bowl): 1. Simon Stokes, Yasser
Haider, Tim Glover, Peter Neville, Bob Parker. Stanley Trophy
(Butler Pairs Championship): 1. Tim Glover – Peter Neville.
Leicestershire Cup (KO Teams of Four – Aggregate): 1. Paul
and Susan Bowyer, Duncan and Kerri Happer, Jim Mason,
Simon Stokes; Leicestershire Plate: 1. John Myles, Len Clayton,
Denis Davis, Jackie Wilkes.
Bucky Cup (Men’s Pairs): 1. Duncan Happer – Jim Mason.
Olga Cup (Ladies’s Pairs): 1. Lyn Hilton – Alison Nichols. Joyce
Cup (Mixed Pivot Teams): 1. Tom Lindop, Mike Ayers,
Malcolm Boyack, Lucy Pathan. Yates Cup (No-Fear Pairs):
1. Gilly Clear – Janet McEwan.
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London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
THE Tonsleys Café Bridge raised a terrific £2,000
for Age Concern Wandsworth. The winners were
Dominic Flint – Pamela Reiss with Susi
Behrmann – Malcolm Morris 2nd and Jacqui and
David Bowers 3rd.
The Fox Shammon Seniors Pairs had a big entry this year. It
was won by John Stimson – Benjamin Hackenbroch with
Bernard Teltscher – Victor Silverstone 2nd and Angela
Sillence – Robert Sheehan 3rd.
The Ian Gardiner Trophy – the London Teams of Four
Championship – was won by the 2014 holders: Brian
Callaghan, Rob Cliffe, Frank To and Chris Duckworth.
At the London Trophy Finals CMS Cameron McKenna beat
HM Treasury to win the title. RAC Woodcote Park won the
play-off for third place beating Verve. The Della-Porta Plate
was won by Concentric who beat Putney Pirates.

Manchester
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to John Currie who
has won the MCBA Player of the Year for the
2014-2015 season and to Peter-Carey Yard
who has won the intermediate category.
In the Manchester Intermediate Pairs N/S winners were
Annie Curtis – Jackie Lowrie; E/W winners were Roy Saleh –
Scott Middleton.
The Northern Counties Improvers Pairs for players below
the rank of Master was held for the first time this year.
Qualifying heats were held in clubs, then there was a final at
three regional centres. Winners of the North West final were
Howard Rosemarine – Johnathan Berg.
The Goldstone Trophy has been won for the fourth year
running by Michael Byrne, Rodney Lighton, Michael
Newman, Alan Mould, John Holland (and Gary Hyett in
earlier rounds).
In the Higson Final St Titus held a small lead at half time,
but an average second session allowed three teams to overtake
them. Justin Hackett’s Curry Eaters made up for a disappointing league season by having an enormous second half to
win ahead of Inverted Minors and Agamemnon in joint
second place. The Plate final was very close with City Aces
beating Midland Railway on a split tie; 3rd and salver winners
were Spinning Tops.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
THE winners of the John Armstrong Trophy
(County Open GP pairs) were Stuart
Matthews – Alan Stephenson
The County Ladies’ Pairs for the Preece
Rosebowl was won by Joan Marray – Avril Thompson and the
County Mixed Pairs event was won by David Stevenson – Liz
Commins.
Jim Davies Swiss Teams: the winners of this ever popular
event were Matt Foster, Peter Kaufmann, Paddy Murphy,
David Stevenson.
Deva BC results: Championship Pairs: Chris Pope – Andrew
Prothero; Fearn Cup (Individual): Jim Stambridge; Championship Teams: Peter Broster, Stuart Matthews, Bob Pitts,
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Alan Stephenson, Mark Weeks. Men’s Pairs: Paul Holt, Peter
Sumption; Ladies’ Pairs: Shirley Webster – Pam Edwards.
Merseyside League winners: Div. 1, Sutton; Div. 2, Arrowe;
Div. 3, WFC.
Championship Pairs: Bob Pitts – Mark Weeks.
The North Wales AGM Teams event was won by David
Stevenson, Liz Commins, Stuart Matthews, Mark Weeks.

Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Victor Silverstone,
Tony Waterlow, Gerald Haase, Jerry Harouni,
Waseem Naqvi and Thor Erik Hoftaniska who
beat Neil and Anne Rosen, Martin Jones, Simon
Cope, Jeremy Dhondy, Tom Paske in the final of
the Middlesex Cup. In the Middlesex Plate final
Nigel Clayton, Irene Fine, Denise Miller, Saleem
Sachak and Anojan Pothalingham beat Stuart Haring,
Jonathan Clark, Dylan Dissanayake, Kripa Pachagnula.
Well done to Allan Lipton, Sue Simon, Richard Spencer
and Ivor Miller who won the Committee Cup. Congratulations
to Neil Rosen on winning, for the second year running, the
Victor Ludorum Trophy.
The winners and runners-up of the Middlesex Leagues
were: Div. 1 (Peter Edelman Trophy): 1. Jill Feldman, Neil and
Anne Rosen, Simon Cope, Richard Hillman, Keith Bennett; 2.
Catherine Seale, Ian Pagan, Nick Simms, Andrew Sobell, John
Vos, Dmitri Stoev. Div. 2: 1. Ernest Schlesinger, Martin Lerner,
Philip Levi, Steve Jacobs, Benji Hackenbroch; 2. Vic Martin,
David Arundel, Lawrence Powell, Ian Budden, Ron Seymour.
Div. 3: 1. Jon Mundy, Geoffrey Levy, Ruth Poisson, Peter
Jacob, Lawrence Gold, Philip Levy; 2. Azad Hussein, Rob
Corrie, Peter Tischler, Anojan Pothalingham, Ratnaveri
Murugesu, Ponn Yogeswaran.
All results, diary dates and much more information can be
found on the Middlesex County Bridge Association website.

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
OUR summer season started at Lowestoft where
Giles Ip was a winner for the second year in a row
but now partnered by Paul Darby. Thank you
Lowestoft for arranging the evening.
The summer Fridays switch between Open
Pairs and Trophy events. We are fortunate to have a team of
stand-bys for the Open Pairs events – so please do come to
these events with or without a partner.
The first Norwich Trophy event was the Dereham &
Swaffham Trophy, won by – well, it’s that man Giles Ip with
another partner, Simon Budd.
In early June, the WBF Simultaneous Pairs evening was won
by Brian Renouf – John Dennis, an amazing 16% ahead of the
second-placed pair; they ended up 61st in the international
rankings – well done!
The last Trophy event in this report is the Gender Pairs,
with winners in both Ladies’ and Men’s Pairs. The Ladies tied,
so well done to Suzanne Gill – Trish Raywood and Jan
Pooley – Liz Portbury. The Men’s produced clear winners in
Richard Thornley – Michael Moseley. Just in case you were
wondering where Giles Ip was . . . he was second playing with
his dad!
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North East
www.neba.co.uk
AS the end of the season approaches, many
competitions have been finalised and
consequently we are only able to give brief
mention to each result: Club Champion Pairs:
1. Peter Allan – Ken Pattison, 2. Liz Muir – Don Reid. Club
Champion Teams: 1. Brian Lumsden, Frank Springett, Peter
Avery, Guy Herzmark; 2. Pat Barton, John Moor, Graham
Cox, Alleyn Erskine. Inter-Club Champions: 1. Brunton ‘A’,
2. Hurworth ‘A’. Kempson Cup: 1. Martin Kane, David
Broadhead, Bill March, Damian Hassan; 2. Clive Owen, John
Atthey, Phil Godfrey, Shivam Shah. Kempson Plate: 1. Val and
Julian Gibson, James and Eve Ewington, 2. Malcolm Dawson,
Audrey Bainbridge, Brian Myers, Roger Carpenter, John
Little, John Dobson. John Clarke Salver: 1. Brunton ‘A’,
2. Wearside ‘A’. North Eastern League: 1. Val Gibson, Bill
March, John Atthey, Julian Gibson, Clive Owen; 2. Liz Muir,
Steve and Georgia Ray, Don Reid, John Gladders. Summer
Swiss Teams: 1. Beverley Godfrey, Nichola Cockerill-Smith,
Julian and Val Gibson, 2. Steve and Georgia Ray, Don Reid, Liz
Muir. Congratulations go to all successful players.

Northamptonshire
www.bridgewebs.com/northants/
THE Broke Cup is a teams of four knockout
event with the winners representing the county
in the Pachabo. First-round losers compete in
the Betts Bowl so everyone is guaranteed at
least two matches. Entries are required by the end of August
to Susan Deacon.
The Northants Swiss Pairs in June was won by Karen Dewar
– Adrian Fontes with Bob Turnham – Harry Silverman 2nd.
At the same venue there was a Mentored Pivot Teams for the
less experienced players. The winners of this event were Chris
and Margaret Lack, Maureen Simpson and Ian Smorfitt; 2nd
were Karen Knight, Bob Braines, Hilary Stacey and Mel
Viljoen.
Congratulations to Mark Tilley, Ufuk Cotuk, Jim Deacon
and Rob Miller who won the Punchbowl at the Spring
Foursomes.
Diary dates: Sat Aug 29, Charity Salver, Kettering. Sat Sept
5, Winter League N/E, Stamford. Sat Sept 12, Bedford
Congress Pairs. Sun Sept 13, Bedford Congress Teams. Wed
Sept 16, Winter League S/W, Northampton.

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
THE winning teams in the three divisions of
the League for Teams of Eight were Nottingham
Gambit, Retford B, Nottingham A. The
winning team in the League for Teams of Four
was Parsons Pack.
The Team of Four Championship was won by William
Crook, Rob Sharpe, Sandy Fulton, David Hodge and Mark
Goddard.
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Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
AT the AGM, long standing officers Esme Alden,
Catering Officer and Stephen Brown, Chief
Tournament Director, who are both retiring this
year, were thanked for their services to Oxfordshire Bridge Association.
Congratulations to Dinah and Andrew Lintott on winning
the OBA County Pairs Final. John Williams – Chris Wilson
were in 2nd place.
Diana Nettleton – Matthew Covill won the Mixed Pairs
with Abbey Smith – Richard Plummer in 2nd place.
Kathy and Denis Talbot, Beryl and Chris Kerr, Robert
Procter and Nick Smith won the Chester Cup.
Mary-Ann Sheehy, Christopher Whitehouse, Cathy
Rowland and Aleksandar Lishkov won the President’s Cup.
Menagerie A won the Wessex League Division 1; Menagerie
B, Division 2; Thame A, Division 3; Wantage B, Division 4;
Abingdon C, Division 5.
Winners of the 1st Tuesday Pairs (May-October) were Alan
Wilson – Nick Smith; 2nd Tuesday Teams (May-October):
Stephen Brown, Sandra Claridge and John Williams; 3rd
Tuesday Swiss Pairs (May-October): Peter Briggs – Robert
Procter; 2nd Tuesday Teams (November-April): Alan Wilson;
and 3rd Tuesday Swiss Pairs (November-April): Chris
Wilson – Aleksandar Lishkov.
The Sadler Seniors’ Salver was won by Geoff Nicholas –
Norman Gascoyne. Alan Wilson won the Premiership Award.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk
The County Percentage Pairs final was won by Roger
Sweet – Sheila Coda; runners-up were Michael
Toft – Bob Warrender.
The results of the popular County Leagues were:
Div. 1, Taunton; Div. 2, Nailsea; Div. 3, Castle
Carey. The Pairs League results were: Div. 1, John Cockram –
Tom Gibbard; Div. 2, John and Shirley Durrant; Div. 3, Pat
Nelson – Bridget Thorn.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
Mixed/Flitch Championship Pairs: the winners
were Dan Crofts – Celia Day, with John and
Anne Seymour 2nd; Flitch Pair winners and last
year’s winners, James Vickers – Monica Scott,
were 3rd.
The Ladies’ Pairs was won by Pam Booth-Jones – Sue
Yardley, with Terry May – Kath Adams 2nd just ahead of Celia
Day – Alma Richards. The Men’s Pairs was won by Robin
Adey – Geoff Davies with Keith Shuttleworth – Brian Nicholls
2nd and Nicholas Thorne – John Seymour 3rd.
Diary date: Wed Aug 19, County Summer Sim Pairs; clubs
wishing to participate should contact John Withers
jwithersx@gmail.com.
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Suffolk

Worcestershire

www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
AGM Pairs: 1. Mike Sherer – Joan Mayhew, 2. Jeff
Orton – Rick Hanley, 3. Charles Parker – Andre
Grey.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Patricia Magnus – Mary
Taylor representing Kenley who won the Mary
Edwards Cup. Charles Chisnall – Ian Swanson won
the AGM Swiss Pairs.
League winners were: Div. 4: Claire Cross, Ian Lecky, Anne
East, Valerie Double; Div. 3: Colin Parker, Colin Wilby, Neil
Grayston, Archie Angus; Div. 2: Adrian Patrick, Peter
Cogliatti, Ann Madden, Rosemary Rice; Novices: Patti Ecob,
Les Hobbs, Jan and Brian Jeffries.

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
MANY congratulations to Ian Lancaster – Philip
Hunt and Phil Jones – Christine Kempton who tied
for 1st place in this year’s closely-contested Green
Point Swiss Pairs.
Congratulations also to Shirley Price – Howard
Da Vall who, with an excellent 70.37%, won this
year’s Eastbourne Basic Bridge Pairs.
The Championship Teams Final was won by Chris Jepson,
Dave Clifton, Neil Watts and Nigel Urban. Their worthy
opponents were Mike Keeping, David Benjamin, Roger
Poulter, Alan and James Hobden.
Congratulations to the 40th and probably, sadly, last
winners of the Henfield Candles, Fran Thornton, Jean
Smallwood, Eddie Lucioni and Ros Wolfarth. The joint
runners-up were David Gritt, Gerry Stanford, Mick
Carrington, Dave Franklin, and Jeffrey and Lydia Stanford,
David and Andrea Galpin. The winners of the non-expert
prize were Val Atkins, Gini Phillips, Jane Ross, and Richard
Phillips.

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
MIXED Pairs: 1. Peter Oldbury – Carolyn Fisher, 2.
Caroline and Harvey Brown. Mentored Novice
Teams: 1. Northfield ‘B’ (Pete Nicholds, Judy
Johnson, Melanie and Peter Boynton); 2. WCBA
Sarah and Megan Jones, Andy Cope, Elizabeth

www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
The first major event of the new season was the
Seniors’ and Veterans’ Pairs. John Sansom –
Richard Jephcott were clear winners of the
Seniors but the Veterans produced a tie between
Ian and Georgina Lineker and Heather Westcott –
Jennifer Romer.
The County Teams events have become increasingly
popular as we have changed and improved them to make
them more accessible to more of our members. The County
Knockout Teams Championship no longer has a qualifying
round, so all the rounds can be played at times convenient to
those entering. The Inter-Club Teams event that we introduced last season was enjoyed by everyone who participated
and we anticipate that many of the clubs that only entered one
team last year will enter two this year. Finally, we have seen an
increase in the number of teams entering the County League
No-Fear Divisions and we would invite more players to form
teams to join them.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
Nelson Rose Bowl: Nichola Cockerill-Smith, Bev
Godfrey, Val Gibson, Pearl Murphy. Yorkshire
Individual: 1. Maureen Jones, 2. Graham Read, 3.
Sheila Smith, 4. Jenny Walker. Northern Improvers
Pairs: leading Yorkshire pair were Fiona Drew –
Marie Hallam (3rd). Yorkshire Mixed Pairs: Carole Kelly –
Stuart Davies.
Yorkshire Congress: Mixed Pairs: Sarah O’Connor – Mike
Bell. Women’s Pairs: Susan Swiers – Anne Rowan tied with
Shelagh Flett – Agnes Baxter. Men’s Pairs: Richard Winter –
Stuart Davies. Improvers’ Pairs: Anthony Taglione – Terry
Hainsworth. Moortown Cup: Phil Morrison – Robert Myers.
York Mount Group Trophy: Janet and Ted Latham. Chairman’s
Plate: Alan Brosgill – Robin Jepson. Fell-Vincent Cup: Carole
Kelly, Geoff Kenyon, Alan Brosgill and Robin Jepson. David
Colley Trophy: Bill Gardner, Mike Bell, Sarah O’Connor,
Simon Creasey.
Scarborough Trophy: Babs and Tim Matthews and Joyce
and Bill White.
Waddington Shield (final): Nick Woolven, Phil Morrison,
Martin Edge, Robin Jepson, Alan Brosgill defeated Phil
Godfrey, James Thrower, Paul Brereton, Mark Bratley by 23
IMPs. Yorkshire Trophy (final): Janet and Ted Latham, Agnes
and Peter Baxter, Judith Biles, Bryan Snodgrass defeated John
O’Sullivan, Ian Johns, Geoff Newman, Adrian Goulding.
Castle Swiss Pairs: Stuart Barrett – Patrick Trevanion. r

Gahan.
C&NWBC unfortunately failed in their attempt to win the
Garden Cities Trophy for the 3rd time in a row, finishing 4th
in the final held recently at WMBC.
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In Memoriam
JOHN HEATH (Cornwall). Perrenporth-born John
Heath, who has died of cancer, had a wide and
varied range of interests and friends. An Oxford
physicist, he worked in South Wales for GKN and as
an industrial consultant. Returning to Cornwall
with Janet whom he had met, aged thirteen, when
they enjoyed adjacent beach houses, he transformed
his father’s hardware store into a focal point of
Cornish surfing.
For ten years he was an outstanding Chairman of
Governors at Truro School. And he was a good
bridge player, sometimes at Truro – not always with
Janet – though he preferred a strong social game.
John was 74.
ANNE MCCARTHY (Derbyshire). It is with sadness
that we announce the death of Anne McCarthy after
a long illness. Anne played her bridge at various
venues, winning the Beginners’ Pairs at National
Level with Bob Dykes. She was DCBA Membership
Secretary for several years.
SUE TAYLOR (Essex). After a serious illness, Sue
Taylor passed away on June 22nd 2015 at the age of
60. She was a Grand Master who played for her
County in the ‘A’ Team. She also created a bridge
network through her many phone calls to other
players. Having battled with health issues throughout her life, her health deteriorated in the last six
months and she could not participate in the game
she loved. She had strong opinions about what
needed to change in the bridge world and just a
month ago was about to be appointed Tournament
Secretary for Essex. It is a great sadness that her
health let her down before she was able to start. She
will be greatly missed.
HOWARD STEVENS (Leicestershire) died at the age of
83. Howard first joined the LCBA in 1956. He had
been a member continuously since that time. This
makes Howard the person with the longest LCBA
membership record to date.
Together with Phil Watts, Howard enjoyed considerable success playing both in the Dawes League
and various LCBA events. Later he and Phil were
members of the Bradgate A team which won the
Division 2 League trophy in 1992. His most notable
www.ebu.co.uk

other successes were winning the Loughborough
Cup in partnership with Phil Watts in 1972 and the
Hyman Crammer Trophy in 1976 and 1985.
The LCBA offers sincere condolences to Howard’s
widow Marian and his family.
MANCHESTER CBA are very sorry to inform members
of the deaths of Terry McCaughey and Shelagh
Kershaw (sister of league secretary Kath Nelson).
GEORGE EAKIN (Merseyside & Cheshire). In April we
lost one of the nicest players in the county when
George Eakin passed away. George had played in
local events and leagues for many years and will be
sadly missed.
DOREEN DOWELL (North East) died on 31st May
2015 at the age of 86.
Doreen contributed much to bridge administration in the NEBA region and was a Past
Chairman of Newcastle Bridge Club (2005-2007).
She supported many local clubs and fervently
believed in politeness and good manners at the
bridge table. Her many friends knew her to be a
wonderful cook (her superb chocolate cake was
considered to be simply the best) and her prowess at
knitting was hard to better. Latterly her failing
eyesight meant that she could no longer play bridge
but all who knew her held her in high regard and
will remember her with fondness.
MIKE FISHER (Warwickshire) died recently after a
number of years of illness. He was Life President
and Honorary Life Member of WMBC. Condolences to his wife Carolyn and family.
BETTY LIMB (Westmorland) died on May 17th a
month short of her 97th birthday. She was a stalwart
of Kendal Bridge Club, playing four or more times a
week at the Grange and Windermere Clubs as well
as Kendal. Her commitment to the Kendal club
earned her Life Membership. Latterly she became
the club’s President.
Betty was a vivid and warm person with a wicked
sense of humour. She believed in the happiness of
life. She set high standards in all she did. She will be
genuinely missed by so many of us in the county.
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