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TD legend, Jim Proctor celebrates
his 80th birthday – on the job!
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From the Chairman

The Lessons of History
IN 1965 before I learnt to play bridge and all I
knew was that bridge was the activity that took
my father out on a Tuesday night, there was a big
feature on the news magazine programme
‘Tonight’ introduced by Cliff Michelmore. It
concerned allegations of cheating by a British
pair and what then followed was much uninformed comment, accusations, speculation,
court cases for libel, a tribunal, refusal to play in
British teams and two books, one of which was
banned in the UK for some years but it also
demonstrated the maxim that there is no such
thing as bad publicity.
Fast forward to the early 1970s and a scandal involving an Indonesian pair and some illicit
signalling led to the introduction of screens at
international events. A subsequent scandal involving Italians and illicit foot signals led to screens
being extended to the floor. If you have never
watched such an event or played in one, screens
restrict your view to one opponent during the
auction and a hatch opens so you can see dummy
during the play. Editorials, letters and articles in
magazines around 1974 feared for the end of
bridge but that is typically the reaction when
something new comes along. Bidding boxes
attracted the same initial vilification. In 2013 the
papers once again got hold of bridge because of
the discovery of some coughing signals by a pair
of German doctors in the World Championship
in Bali. Although their team have been stripped of
their Gold Medal won in the Seniors’ event,
popular opinion suggests that some highly
dubious actions had been going on for some time.
It isn’t just internationally that these things
happen. A case a few years ago in England
involved so much tippex that the travelling score
slips weighed about twice as much as usual. It is
beginning to sound as if this is endemic in bridge
but I don’t think it is. There will always, of course,
be some rotten apples in the barrel and the
attractions of this activity rarely seem to be
money or prizes but how one is regarded by one’s
www.ebu.co.uk
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peers whether they be in the club or at top
international level.
Shortly before writing this article I went to my
local club and seven of my twelve opponents
wanted to know what the latest bad publicity was
all about (they may want to turn to page 51 – Ed.).
This time it is an Israeli pair being accused of
illegal conduct. The leading accuser is one of
Norway’s top players and he has produced some
evidence already with the promise of much more
to come. He is not alone in his beliefs. He and his
team have offered to relinquish three titles they
won in the US with these players as team-mates.
These are not titles won easily or by many, so this
is a significant sacrifice.
Of course, cheats must be rooted out of the
game and the authorities need rigorous procedures to ensure this. Screens were a good move
forty years ago but life has moved on and
technology can come to the aid of the potential
cheat. A recent chess scandal saw a player using a
mobile phone in the toilet to get information to
assist his cause. We must keep up with the threat
of technology. I wonder if that will mean the use
of tablets for the bidding and play in the future. It
won’t solve all problems but many methods are
not that sophisticated and will be ended by
moving to this. The authorities must not bury
their heads in the sand and need rigorous
procedures to investigate and deter.
What do you do with the convicted cheat? I
can’t understand why athletes who are convicted
drug cheats are back competing after two years.
Of course there are more minor offences but a
cheating case involving the worst behaviour is a
gross breach of trust and provided both the
evidence and due process are there I see no
reason to invite the player back any time within
his or her life time. It should be done properly,
and trial by internet forum is inappropriate. We
should have moved on from the Colosseum style
of justice by now but we also need to understand
the frustration felt if the authorities don’t act. r
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Pairs Tactics
Defending Anti-room Contracts by Andrew Robson
AS a defender, I’m sure at times you’ve looked at
dummy and thought, ‘Wow, I wouldn’t have bid that
way.’ That often means the contract is unusual. Let’s
take a couple of different situations:
A. The opponents bid 1™ – 1´ – 2NT (traditionally 17-18, but recommended is 18-19, rebidding 1NT with 15-17 and freeing up the
3NT rebid to show a gambling hand based on
the suit opened) – Pass. You are surprised to see
dummy table an 8-count. They have missed a
25-point game.
The reality is that you can take a breather here.
Other pairs will be in game. If game makes, you
have a top; if game goes down, you have a nearbottom (unless you can defeat 2NT by the
same amount that game goes down – unlikely).
It doesn’t much matter what you do.
B. The opponents bid 1NT – 3NT and dummy
tables a fair but not great 10-point hand. What
was dummy thinking? There cannot be enough
for game, and other pairs will be in a partscore. Simply, you must defend flat out to
defeat the game. If, in doing so, you present
declarer with overtricks, no big deal: you’ll get
the same bottom for conceding 3NT + 2 as
conceding 3NT just making.
Take this pair of deals:

´
™
t
®

6

Game All. Dealer South.
´ AK
™ 10 4
t J 10 9 6 3
®Q964
J85
´ Q 10 6 2
N
QJ53
™876
W
E
S
A85
t42
KJ3
® A 10 7 2
´ 9743
™AK92
tKQ7
®85

English Bridge October 2015

West

North

East

Pass

3NT (?)

All Pass
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South
1NT

As West you lead the normal but unfortunate three
of hearts at trick one, declarer winning with
dummy’s heart ten. At trick two, declarer leads a
diamond to the king, which you duck. You duck
declarer’s queen of diamonds continuation too,
winning the third diamond as partner throws a
heart. What next?
Because dummy has just 10 points and the other
Norths will simply pass 1NT, you must play flat out
to defeat the game. And things don’t look great.
Count declarer’s tricks: by looking at dummy, he
has four diamonds and two spades; because the ten
of hearts won trick one, he has three hearts.
Declarer has nine tricks in the three suits outside
clubs. To defeat 3NT, you must take four quick
tricks in clubs. Now.
You need partner to have ®A-10-7-x or better
and to cater to that ®A-10-7-x or ®A-10-8-x, you
must switch specifically to the jack of clubs (key
play).
Then if declarer withholds dummy’s queen, you
follow with the king and a third club to partner’s
ace-ten. If declarer covers with dummy’s queen,
partner wins the ace, returns the two and you win
the king and lead your third club, partner holding
®10-7 over dummy’s ®9-6. Down one.
HHHHH
On our second deal (diagram in the next column),
as West you lead the five of spades and are surprised
to see dummy’s 10-count (you’d have passed the
12-14 1NT) but are then disappointed when
declarer wins trick one with the ten of spades. At
trick two declarer leads a club towards dummy. You
stare at your wretched ace-queen doubleton club –
is there any hope?
You know you have to defeat the contract because
no one else will be there.
www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer South.
´ 73
™QJ9
tK87
® K J 10 5 2
J9852
´ 64
N
10 5
™K7432
E
W
J643
tAQ92
S
AQ
®97
´ A K Q 10
™A86
t 10 5
®8643

West

North

East

Pass

3NT (?)

All Pass

South
1NT

With declarer having four spade tricks (revealed at
trick one) and four-soon-to-be club tricks, plus at
least one trick in one of the red suits, you’ll have to
hope partner has a great holding in the other red
suit and switch to it now in the hope of five fast
tricks. To which red suit should you switch?
Diamonds. Partner cannot have good enough
hearts to run the suit with dummy holding
™Q-J-9. And to take four quick tricks in diamonds,
you need partner to have tA-Q-9-x or better.
Catering to that holding, you switch to the jack of
diamonds (key play). If declarer covers with
dummy’s king, partner wins the ace, cashes the
queen (felling declarer’s ten), then the nine-two; if
declarer ducks in dummy, then you’ll follow with a
second diamond through king-small to scoop up
three further winners in the suit. Note that
switching to a low diamond as opposed to the jack
doesn’t work, because declarer can duck in dummy.
You defend so well . . .
Note, also, that these above defences, whilst being
clear at teams, rubber, or at pairs when the contract
is anti-room, are not necessarily right at pairs when
the contract is normal. For most of the time these
aggressive switches present declarer with extra
overtricks which in the room contract will be very,
very, costly.
r
When you have finished reading
this magazine, please recycle it.
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Bridge Fiction

The Matron’s First Thoughts
BERTIE Bellis, the popular head of the mathematics
department, took the same approach to planning a
bridge contract that he would when solving a tricky
problem in an old maths examination paper. He
would often arrive at a solution in less time than it
took a second-former to open a tube of Rowntree’s
fruit gums.
‘Good evening, Sir,’ said Harry Wellstone, a
moderate academic performer who was more at
home on the cricket field.
‘I see you scored 62 in the match against Mill Hill,’
Bellis observed. ‘The winning innings, as it turned
out.’
Wellstone smiled. ‘I’d swap it for a 62% score in
this year’s maths O-level,’ he said.
‘Indeed,’ Bellis replied. ‘Well, you never know.’
This was the deal before them:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer East.
´ K J 10
™QJ6
tJ42
®AK82
862
´ A95
N
10 8 4 3
™9
W
E
Q63
t A K 10 9 8 5
S
10 4 3
®QJ7
´ Q743
™AK752
t7
®965

West
Harry
Wellstone

North
Percy
Cutforth

Pass
Pass

2t
4™

East
John
Bradbrook
1t
3t
All Pass

South
Bertie
Bellis
1™
Pass

Bertie Bellis passed over 3t, showing a minimum
overcall, but Percy Cutforth was happy to bid game
8
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anyway. East won the low diamond lead with the
king and continued with the ace of diamonds. Bellis
ruffed low in his hand and paused to consider the
play.
If one of the defenders held four trumps, there
was a danger of losing trump control. He would
have to knock out the ace of spades at some stage
and the defenders would then play another
diamond. Suppose he began with the queen and
jack of trumps and East discarded on the second
round. If he turned to spades before drawing the
remaining trumps, a third round of diamonds
would force him to ruff with the ace or king and this
would promote a trump trick for West.
Bertie Bellis crossed to the queen of trumps and
played a second trump to the ace, East discarding a
diamond. He then played a spade to the king and
ace. When a third round of diamonds was returned,
the maths master ruffed with the ™7. Dummy then
held the bare jack of trumps opposite the bare king
in his hand; West was down to the ™10-8.
Bellis crossed to the jack of spades and overtook
the ten of spades with the queen. When spades
broke 3-3, he was able to ruff his last spade with the
jack and score the king of trumps for a tenth trick.
The defenders scored their third trick when West
had to ruff his partner's club winner.
Percy Cutforth nodded happily. ‘Nicely done,
Bertie,’ he said.
‘It won’t be a top,’ Bertie Bellis replied. ‘Still, we
might get 62% for it.’
Later in the session Wellstone and Bradbrook
arrived at the Matron’s table.
‘I’m afraid I received a complaint from the school
laundry on the condition of your cricket whites,’
declared the Matron. ‘Muddy football shorts I can
understand. How did you manage to make such a
mess of your cricket trousers?’
‘The outfield was a bit wet, Matron,’ Harry
Wellstone replied. ‘I made a sort of desperate dive,
trying to prevent a four.’
‘Sounds a bit like showing off,’ retorted the
Matron. ‘Preventing a four can’t be that important.’
www.ebu.co.uk

The players drew their cards for this board:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer South.
´ 932
™842
t98643
®42
6
´ J 10 4
N
J7
™ Q 10 3
W
E
KJ752
t A Q 10
S
KQJ97
® 10 8 5 3
´ AKQ875
™AK965
t Void
®A6

West
North
Harry
The
Wellstone Matron
Pass
Pass
All Pass

2t
2NT

East
South
John
Stefan
Bradbrook Götel
2®
Pass
2´
Pass
6™

humour him by bidding 2NT. Madge Warner, who
knew what she was talking about, described that as
a ‘second negative’.
Stefan Götel took no further risk on reaching a
slam with his splendid hand. He rebid 6™, which
was passed out, and the king of clubs was led.
‘I knew I should have passed two spades,’
exclaimed the Matron. ‘I had a feeling we’d get too
high if I bid twice on a nine-high hand.’
The two schoolboys shared a glance. Surely the
Matron should have bid three times? Was it not
obvious to correct the final contract to 6´?
Stefan Götel won the club lead and played the ace
and king of trumps, everyone following. When he
continued with the ace and king of spades, West
showed out on the second round but was unable to
ruff. Declarer continued with queen and another
spade, discarding dummy’s remaining club on the
fourth round. East ruffed with the queen but the
German master then claimed the slam. A club ruff
in dummy would be his twelfth trick.
The Matron unwrapped the score-sheet. ‘Everyone else has bid six spades, going one down,’ she
observed. ‘First thoughts are best, partner. Had I
passed two spades, it would have been a top
r
anyway!’

The Matron found herself in a familiar situation on
the second round. With her highest card being a
nine, it seemed quite obvious to pass 2´. An
unpleasant memory stirred of the last time she had
passed when short of game in a 2® auction. Stefan,
normally the most considerate of partners, had
given her a very strange look. Perhaps she’d better

ADVERTISEMENTS
Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of Danby
Advertising (Advertising Agent for English Bridge) take all
reasonable precautions to protect the interests of readers by ensuring as far as practicable that advertisements
in the pages of English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine
and its publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking in respect of claims made by advertisers,
whether these advertisements are printed as part of the
magazine, or are in the form of inserts. Legal remedies
are available if redress is sought, and readers who have
complaints should address them to the advertiser or
should consult a local Trading Standards Office, or a
Citizens Advice Bureau, or their own solicitors. Readers should note that prices advertised may not be
accurate due to currency exchange rate fluctuations,
or tax changes.
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Heather’s Hints

Conning Declarer

Pass
Pass

North
1´
2NT
4™

East
Pass
Pass
All pass

South
1NT
3™

PLAYING teams North opens 1´ and South
responds 1NT. North rebids 2NT and South now
calls 3™. What does this mean?
If South had instead bid 3® or 3t it would have
been to play, showing a six-card suit and a hand that
was not strong enough to respond at the two level.
It is likely to be quite weak since 3NT has been ruled
out. A bid of 3™ is played differently, showing a fivecard suit (not strong enough to respond at the two
level) and offering a choice of games. The reason is
that a 5-3 heart fit could easily be the best game, and
needs to be investigated. On the hand above, North

10 English Bridge October 2015

link

is happy to raise hearts to game.
As West you lead the eight of diamonds against
4™. Partner wins the king, and cashes the ace, felling
declarer’s queen and jack. Now a third diamond is
led which declarer ruffs with the eight. How do you
plan the defence?
This is the position you have reached:

N/S Game. Dealer North.
´ AKQ8
™ A 10 9
t 10 9 7 3
®A7
´ J 10 3 2
™KJ32
N
W
t86
® 10 4 2

West

click

by Heather Dhondy

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

J 10 3 2
KJ32
—
10 4 2

AKQ8
A 10 9
10 9
A7
N
W

At first glance, it looks natural to overruff with the
jack, but can you see what is going to happen?
Declarer will win your return and finesse your king
of hearts. This is the winning line of course, and you
have left him with no other option. What you want
him to do is to misguess in trumps somehow, and
allow you to make two trump tricks. In fact ruffing
with the jack is one thing you must not do!
A better approach would be not to overruff at all.
Now declarer will have to guess how to tackle the

www.ebu.co.uk

trump suit and might well play your partner for the
king-jack, since you failed to beat the eight. If he
now leads low to the ace, and plays the ten from
dummy, intending to finesse your partner for the
jack, you will have your two trump tricks.
However, a third option is to over-ruff with the
king! Declarer may well be fooled into thinking that
your partner holds the jack, and when he wins your
return he will cash the ace and lead towards his
queen. When your partner discards on the second
round, he will know that he has been conned, but it
will be too late to do anything about it.
This was the full deal:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

J 10 3 2
KJ32
86
10 4 2

AKQ8
A 10 9
10 9 7 3
A7
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

7654
4
AK542
QJ5

9
Q8765
QJ
K9863

Heather’s Hints
1. Playing Acol, after the sequence 1´ – 1NT –
2NT, 3® or 3t is to play, and 3™ offers a
choice of games with a five-card suit. If
responder held a six-card heart suit, he can
simply jump to 4™, knowing there is an
eight-card fit since partner has shown a
balanced hand.
2. If you can see that declarer’s natural line of
play will inevitably succeed, you need to use
your imagination to find a defence to
deflect him from this line. On the hand
above this involves failing to overruff, or
overruffing with a higher card than
necessary. On a different hand it could also
involve underleading an ace or even an aceking, or dropping a high card under
declarer’s winner to persuade him that the
layout of the suit is different.
r

www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge with a Twist

The Ditty Committee

click

by Simon Cochemé
AS part of the EBU’s transparency drive, I was
invited to attend a meeting of the recently-formed
Ditty Committee.
As well as the Chairman, there are four committee members and a Poet-in-Residence (PIR),
responsible for the literary quality of the ditties.
Data Protection outranks transparency, so I am
unable to name the committee members and will
refer to them as West, North, East and South. Suffice
it to say they are worthy citizens and have the best
interests of bridge at heart.
The Chairman began by restating the committee’s
objectives; to assess the accuracy and usefulness of
bridge ditties and other aide-mémoires, and to
classify them as green, amber or red.
The Chairman then asked for comments on the
minutes of the previous meeting. North said ‘One
error’, East overcalled ‘Two queries’, South passed
and West closed the proceedings with ‘Three typos’.
With the formalities out of the way, the Chairman
reported that the committee’s decision to reject the
saying ‘Five-six, lots of tricks’ in favour of ‘Six-five,
come alive’ had been well received. The latter was
already being used by bridge journalists, and the
feedback from teachers was that their pupils were
no longer tempted to pick up sticks.
The committee is leading an initiative to produce
a range of clothing featuring well known bridge
expressions. This will be marketed to the general
public, as well as to EBU members and other bridge
players. The first item in the range will be a fleece
with ‘Six Five Come Alive’ written on the back.
‘It will be targeted at sexaginta-quinquarians, and
will make an ideal birthday present at retirement,
often the time when people take up bridge again.’
the Chairman told me. ‘It will be available in a
variety of colours and in three sizes: Medium, Extra
Medium and Life Master.’
The next item on the agenda was from an
experienced teacher asking for approval for a ditty
that covered opening leads after auctions such as
1™ – 1´ – 2t – All Pass. The teacher proposed
‘Second suit agreed, trump lead’. North said this was
12 English Bridge October 2015
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an excellent principle. The PIR was worried about
the scansion and suggested it should be rewritten as
‘When their second suit’s agreed, a trump perhaps
should be your lead’. West objected strongly, saying
that the PIR’s alternative version wasn’t positive
enough. A vote was taken and the teacher’s ditty was
given a provisional green licence.
The committee then considered the submission
from a teacher whose improvers’ class were having
difficulty accepting the concept of trial bids after the
bidding had started 1™ – 2™ or 1´ – 2´. Apparently
their previous teacher had indoctrinated them with
the saying ‘One, two, that will do’. It was agreed that
the ditty should be reclassified as amber – a
guideline, and not to be taken absolutely literally.
South asked if there were any useful ditties about
keeping the bidding low on misfits. North said that
he used ‘When your suits do not align, resign’. West
said that he preferred ‘When there’s no fit, it’s time to
quit’. The PIR objected to the use of the word ‘quit’
as a an example of creeping Americanisation of the
language, but conceded that the iambic tetrameter
form made the second option preferable. After a
brief discussion, the latter was given a green licence.
The Chairman then read out a letter from a
London headmaster, recounting how the matron at
his school had played the following hand in 4´:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer West.
´ AQ75
™K762
tA2
®J62
10 9 3
´K
N
Q3
™ 10 9 5
W
E
KQJ7
t 10 9 8 5 4 3
S
A987
® K 10 3
´ J8642
™AJ84
t6
®Q54

www.ebu.co.uk

West
1NT
All Pass

North
2®*

East
Pass

South
4´

West had opened a weak no-trump and North had
bid 2®, Landy, showing the majors.
The matron had won the tK lead in dummy, ruffed
a diamond to get to hand, and led the ´4. When West
followed small, the matron muttered something to
herself, just discernible as ‘Eight ever, nine never’, and
called for dummy’s ace, felling the king. She then drew
two more rounds of trumps, crossed to dummy with
the ™K and led the ™2. Muttering ‘Eight ever, nine
never’ once more, she finessed the jack. West won with
the bare queen and was obliged to open up the clubs
or give a ruff-and-discard.
The headmaster pointed out that if West had
started with three hearts to the queen, he would
have got off lead with his third heart and the
contract would have been defeated. The matron
should have played the ™A on the second round. If
the queen had not come down, a third round of
hearts would endplay whoever held it.
‘This reliance on incantations instead of logic is

www.ebu.co.uk

ruining bridge,’ the headmaster’s letter concluded.
‘If mantras were all that were needed, parrots would
be able to play the game.’
East queried the lack of clarity of ‘Eight ever, nine
never’. ‘Eight what?’ she asked. ‘And never what?
Finesse? Play for the drop? The matron didn’t even
know if it applied to a missing king or queen. It
should be completely rewritten.’
The PIR was shocked. ‘This is one of bridge’s
oldest pearls of wisdom,’ he insisted. ‘It’s concise, it
rhymes and it has admirable alliterative attraction.’
‘Playing for the drop with nine cards is statistically marginal,’ retorted East. ‘How about ‘With
eight cards and no queen, finesse. With nine cards and
no queen, just guess?’’’
After a heated discussion, the Chairman asked the
committee to take soundings and deferred the decision until the next meeting.
The Chairman had a quiet word with me after the
meeting. ‘I hope you’ll be telling the readers of
English Bridge what a great job we’re doing. Oh yes,
and make sure the article isn’t published in the April
issue. I would hate it if people thought we were a
r
figment of your imagination.’
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Bridge Tips
After Showing a Six-card Suit
David’s Tip: When one of you shows a sixcard suit, play 2NT as forcing.

I AM sure you are all familiar with weak twos.
When partner opens a weak two, we all play
2NT as some sort of enquiry, perhaps asking
for a feature, or shortage or simply the quality
of the hand. I recommend extending this
principle to other auctions where a six-card suit
is shown. The point is that it is rarely right to
play in 2NT when one hand has a six-card suit
(eight tricks being such a narrow target and it
will often play better in the suit if it is a partscore hand).
For example, partner opens 1™ and you hold:
You respond 1´ and partner
rebids 2™ which promises six
hearts (partner would open or
rebid 1NT with 5-3-3-2 and
rebid two of a minor (2m) with
five hearts and four of a minor).
Do you bid 3NT and find partner has Hand A or do
you bid 4™ and find that partner has Hand B?
´
™
t
®

AK54
Q3
K Q 10
J432

Hand A
´ QJ3
™AKJ754
tJ98
®7

Hand B
´ QJ3
™AKJ754
tJ
® 10 7 5

So the idea is that after 1™ – 1´ – 2™, 2NT is
forcing, not necessarily to game but for one round.
Simplest is to play that the hand with the six-card
suit chooses between showing a shortage (which
does not promise extras if it is below three of the
six-card suit) and rebidding the suit with a minimum (and no cheap shortage to show) or rebidding 3NT with no shortage and a good hand. In the
www.ebu.co.uk

by David Gold
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above example, partner would bid 3® with Hand A,
giving you an easy 4™ bid and would bid 3t with
Hand B, leading you to choose 3NT and avoid the
failing 4™.
2NT forcing also applies over two of a minor as
long as the 2m bid promises six cards. 1® – 1t – 2®
promises six, since you have not rebid 1M (one of a
major) or 1NT. However, 1® – 1™ – 2® does not
promise six, since you may hold five clubs and four
diamonds and less than reversing values.
Let’s look at another example. Partner opens 1t
and you hold:
´
™
t
®

Q54
A9753
Q3
K76

You respond 1™ and partner
bids 2t showing six (no 1´,
1NT or 2® rebid). You want to
make a move towards game, so
you try 2NT. Let’s look at some
possible hands for partner:

Hand C
´ 32
™J8
t K J 10 9 8 7
®AQ3

Hand D
´ K73
™ K 10 2
tAKJ987
®4

Hand C is a bare minimum, but clearly an opener.
2NT is a horrible contract but partner bids 3t to
show a minimum and no cheap shortage to show.
3t is much safer than 2NT.
Holding Hand D, partner bids 3® to show the
short clubs and you bid 3t to sign off; the club king
is wasted. Now partner bids 3™ to show three-card
support and a good hand for the 2t rebid. You try
4™ which is a decent spot.
If you do not like the idea of showing shortage
over 2NT, consider playing the same way as if you
had opened a weak two and partner had responded
2NT. The idea is to use 2NT as forcing when one of
you has shown a six-card suit; work out what
continuations suit your partnership best!
r
October 2015 English Bridge

15

Report

Farewell to Brighton
2015 SAW the final EBU Summer Meeting to be
held in Brighton before it relocates next year to
Eastbourne. The two weekends saw the usual
flagship events, the first weekend being for the
Harold Poster Swiss Pairs title which resulted in an
exciting finish with the title eventually decided on a
split tie. The second weekend, the Swiss Teams for
the Four Stars Trophy, also featured a tight finish,
with the winners just one victory point clear of their
closest rivals.
Let’s first of all take a look at a hand from the
Swiss Pairs. When you ask a winning pair to provide
you with a nice hand to show the fruits of their
labours, it will often be an exciting hand, such as a
game or slam deal. However, as the majority of the
top Match Pointed Pairs players will tell us, scoring
well in a long MP event is mostly about doing well
on the more mundane part score deals – with good
bidding judgement and taking as many tricks as
possible in defence and as declarer:

´
™
t
®

Board 2, Session 2
N/S Game. Dealer East.
´ J75
™K9764
tK43
® 10 4
AQ98
´ K 10 4
N
Q2
™85
W
E
652
t Q J 10 8 7
S
KQJ9
®A85
´ 632
™ A J 10 3
tA9
®7632

West

North
Dyke

1®
1NT

Pass
All Pass
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East
Pass
1t

South
Byrne
Pass
Pass

click

by Simon Cope

link

After the 1® opener Kieran Dyke was on lead as
North, and looked no further than his fourth
highest heart. Michael Byrne won with the ace, and
returned the jack. When the queen appeared, Dyke
faced a decision, as his partner could have started
with, say, ™A-J-x, in which case ducking keeps
communications fluid between the two hands.
However, looking at the tK as a very likely entry,
Dyke won and continued with the ™9 (as only the
ten and three remained, this cleared the suit for his
side even if declarer had started with four).

Kieran Dyke and Michael Byrne,
winners of the Harold Poster Cup

Now Byrne had to consider whether to overtake.
The only time it would be wrong to do so would be if
partner had led from a three card suit, very unlikely
versus 1NT, so Byrne overtook and played back his
last heart. Dyke won, and cashed the fifth heart on
which Byrne discarded a low spade, suggesting no
interest in that suit. Declarer had thrown three
diamonds away from hand, and this led Dyke to
correctly surmise that declarer was loaded in the black
suits, and he switched accurately to the tK to beat the
contract by a trick, for a 62% board on a hand where
their opponents had done well to stay low.
Commiserations to Andrew Bannock and David
www.ebu.co.uk

Arundel who missed out on a split tie, but hearty
congratulations to Michael Byrne and Kieran Dyke
on a hard-fought victory!
The second weekend culminated in the Four Stars
A Teams Final. It was won by the team of Frances
Hinden, Graham Osborne, Jeffrey Allerton and
Peter Lee. They achieved a game swing on the
following deal:

´
™
t
®

Board 12. Session 2.
N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ 10 8 7 4
™ A 10 7 6 5 4
tAK
®A
J
´ KQ95
N
8
™KJ3
W
E
QJ864
t 10 5 3
S
KJ9632
®875
´ A632
™Q92
t972
® Q 10 4

could see that if spades were breaking 4-1 the only
position which let her bring home her game was
´K-Q-J-x on her left and a stiff ´9 on the right. So
she crossed back to hand with a diamond, and led the
ten of spades from hand. East covered with the queen
(wouldn’t most of us?) and declarer put the ace on it,
and when West’s jack fell, so did East’s facial
expression. The defence was helpless, as Hinden was
able to secure two spades to go with her five trumps
and three minor suit winners, for +620 and 12 IMPs.
Congratulations to the winners, and commiserations once again to the runners-up (Erik Berg,
Glyn Liggins, Steffen Fre Simonsen, Helen and Espen
Erichsen), losing by the narrowest of margins.
The midweek events were well attended as usual,
and the presence of a large number of younger
players was particularly pleasing to see. Each
morning saw a ‘Discuss it with an Expert’ session
and these were enjoyable and well attended.
Congratulations to all the winners over the course
of the ten days, and I am sure we will all look back
on the many years in Brighton with great fondness.
While many are sad to see us leaving, the onus is
on us, the players, to make Eastbourne – the new
home of the Summer Meeting – equally successful.
r
See you next summer!

West

North
East
South
Hinden
Osborne
Pass
1™
Pass
2™1
2NT2
4™
All Pass
1
Constructive raise, approx. 7-10 points
2
Showing both minors after the initial pass

After winning the club lead, Frances Hinden played
ace and another trump (the auction suggested West
would be short in the majors). East won, and played
another club, which declarer ruffed. After drawing
East’s remaining trump, declarer considered the
position. With the short majors on her right, she

www.ebu.co.uk
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Traps for the Unwary

Game Tries
THE decision of whether or not to make a try for
game can be a tricky one, and this frequently clouds
the most important question, which is not ‘shall we
bid on?’ but ‘what should we bid?’ and results in
players getting the first question right but the
second wrong, and still ending in the wrong spot.
After partner has given a single raise in a major
suit, his range is the widest it can be – as few as 5
points (or even fewer if he is taking advantage of the
vulnerability to bid tactically) and as many as a
modest 9. Therefore you do need a bid to find out
whether or not partner is maximum or minimum.
Although it may seem natural to bid 1´ – 2´ – 3´
as a try for game, this is not correct. For starters
such a bid (even if it were invitational) carries no
description of the distribution of the opener, so it
doesn’t allow responder to see if his points are
working well. And, secondly, a re-raise of opener’s
suit should be a barrage bid, showing a poor hand
with a six-card suit that wants to keep the opponents out of the bidding for good. (Although it

LICENSED BRIDGE
When you see the ‘LB’ sign in an
advertisement in the magazine, it
means that:

•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for,
and received, a licence from the EBU.
• They may choose to give master points in
accordance with EBU scales.
• These master points will be accepted and added
to player records.
• The bridge will be played in line with EBU
regulations and bye laws, thus affording all players
the protection of playing within the jurisdiction of
the EBU.
All County events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Any events licensed by another National
Bridge Organisation will not be able to have master
points credited to members’ records save
for Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
with whom the EBU have a reciprocal
agreement.
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click

by Michael Byrne

link

might seem that after a start of 1™ – (P) – 2™ – (P)
you have already kept them out, any competitive
player worth his salt will be coming back into the
auction with a protective bid, having read the
articles in this series on ‘Protective Bidding’ in the
October 2013, December 2013 and February 2014
issues.)
Therefore, if opener bids three of his suit after a
single raise from partner, it is a pre-emptive re-raise,
and responder must automatically pass.
These hands would be suitable:

´
™
t
®

AQ6532
K4
Q43
54

´
™
t
®

7
AQJ873
QJ73
J3

´
™
t
®

Q763
J3
AKJ873
6

So what should the opener bid if he wants to make
a try for game? There are two categories his hand
falls into, balanced and unbalanced.

Balanced Hands
You open one of a major (1M) and partner raises to
the two level. If you hold a balanced hand with only
four cards in your long suit, then your point count
is between 15 and 19 points (with fewer points 1NT
would be your opening choice, with more you
would have started with 2NT).
With 15 or 16 points your hand is too weak to
look for game after a single raise and you should
pass. It is true that if partner is super-maximum
with 9 points you might just have 25 between you,
but remember that hands that think they can make
game facing 15-16 should raise one of a major to
three, as discussed in last year’s articles on ‘Raising
Partner’ (October and December 2014 issues).
If you have 17-18 points then you want to invite
game, so bid 2NT. This tells partner you have a
strong balanced hand with only four cards in your
long suit and invites him to game. Remember: your
www.ebu.co.uk

partner has not promised four-card support for a
single raise, he might have a poor hand with three
cards and a ruffing value. This will give him a good
chance to show whether he has four cards (by going
back to the major) or whether he has three (by
sticking to no-trumps).
In addition to picking what strain to play in,
partner must also choose whether or not he thinks
game will make. He can pass or bid 3M if he wants
to sign off, and bid 3NT or 4M if he wants to have a
go at game.
If the opener has a good chunky 19 after 1™ – 2™
or 1´ – 2´, then he leaps to 3NT to simply offer his
partner a choice of games. Partner either leaves it
there, or returns to the major with four card
support.
Here are a few hands that would rebid no-trumps
after a single raise from partner:

´
™
t
®

AQ54
KJ7
A K 10 4
J6

´
™
t
®

KQ86
AKJ7
A43
94

´
™
t
®

AKQJ
J86
AQ2
Q 10 5

Long-suit Game Tries – ‘Trial Bids’
Most of the times when you decide to look for game
you will be unbalanced with a shapely hand and five
cards in the major suit you have opened. In that case
you will have a point count of between (14)1516(17) depending on distribution. (Obviously some
hands of 14 or 15 with a very long suit might be
more powerful than hands with more points and
less distribution.)
What should you bid after a single raise? The key,
having shown your long suit by opening, is then to
show your next longest suit by bidding it at the three
level. This says to partner that you are interested in
playing in game in the agreed major and you want
him to decide how high to go. He will principally
look at his point count, accepting with maximum
hands (8-9) and rejecting with minimum hands
(5-6). If he is somewhere in the middle, then he
looks at his holding in the trial-bid suit and accepts
if he has ‘help’. This term ‘help’ is rather vague:
basically partner is either looking for honours, or
for shortage accompanied by four trumps – a
singleton in the trial-bid suit is unlikely to pull
much weight if accompanied by only three trumps
as partner will have too many losers to be ruffed.
www.ebu.co.uk

Note that a trial bid (for that is what the bid of a
second suit is called) is often based on four cards,
but it is perfectly acceptable to be only three cards in
length if you are stuck.
All of the hands below qualify for a trial bid after
their opening bid of 1M has been raised to two:

´
™
t
®

A Q 10 7 3
KJ97
A 10 3
6

Bid 3™

´
™
t
®

KQ7
KJ743
A Q 10 2
3

Bid 3t

´
™
t
®

AQ842
K3
AQ93
J2

Bid 3t

Note that in response to a trial bid partner has two
main choices: to go back to the major suit at the
three level (turning down the game try), or at the
four level, accepting the game try. Rarely he might
also respond by bidding a suit of his own; in that
case such a bid would show strength and invite the
opener to choose. In each case the idea of making a
try for game is for partner to evaluate his hand
based on what he knows about yours, and for each
player to continue the dialogue and come to a
concerted decision.
Let’s review the Dos and Don’ts of making game
tries:

Do:
Remember that a raise from 1M to 2M only
promises three trumps.
Let partner decide whether or not a game is
on by making a trial bid and getting him to
decide if he is maximum or minimum.

•
•

Don’t:
Leap to game in your major suit after you
have received a single raise if you hold a
balanced hand with only four cards in your
long suit; your bid should either be 2NT
(17-18 points) or 3NT (19 points).
Forget that if opener bids three of his suit
after a single raise (1´ – 2´ – 3´ or
1™ –2™ – 3™), then that is a pre-emptive
re-raise and does not invite a raise to game.
Be afraid to make a trial bid on a three-card
suit; the assumption is always that you will
r
play in the major suit regardless.

•

•
•
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Reviews

Computer Bridge
YOU may not realise it but your computer, tablet or
even smart phone can play a pretty good game of
bridge. It may not quite be up to winning the World
Championship, yet, but a number of programs can
play far better than the average club player. In this
article I’m going to look at bridge on a conventional
computer. Another article (in the next issue) will
look at what’s available for tablets or smart phones.

Why Play Bridge on Your Computer?
So why would you want to play bridge on your
computer? Well, first and foremost, you don’t need
three other people. You can play one hand and the
computer can play the remaining hands – without
cheating! Most programs can deal with a mix of
human and computer players so you can always get
a game.
Computer bridge is also a great tool for learning,
with most programs being capable of dealing
specific types of hand to let you hone your skills in
a particular area such as slam bidding, or to let you
try out that latest convention you are thinking of
using. Some programs can optionally be set to
comment on your bidding and play – letting you see
immediately where you are going wrong.
In addition, if you are lucky enough to play at a
club that uses computer-dealt hands and makes the
deals available on the internet then you can load the
deals that you played and see how the computer
would have dealt with them.

by Geoff Davies
for you. This won the first championship and has
come second a number of times since.
These commercial programs cost in excess of £50
but Wbridge5, a three-times world champion, is free
and worth a try if you can read a little French, play
five-card majors and put up with the lack of polish.
You needn’t worry about what system you have to
play with the commercial programs. Most have a
wide range of predefined convention cards and the
ability to tailor them to your tastes. I’m currently
playing a cross between Benji Acol and Five-card
Majors and Jack seems to have no problem with this.

Are the Programs Good at Declarer Play?
The best programs are exceptionally good players of
the cards. While we may compare a few different
strategies and make a rough estimate of
probabilities, these programs deal hundreds to
thousands of hands, all compatible with what is
known so far, to see what card works best when
subsequent play is made double dummy. Look at
this deal which I played in a teams match against
Jack. Both Jack and I ended in 6® by West and
received the lead of the seven of diamonds from
North.

´
™
t
®

Q
AKQ5
A 10 8 2
K932

W

E

´
™
t
®

A76543
Void
J9
A 10 8 6 5

What’s the Best Program?
What’s the best program then? Well, it depends
what you mean by best. As far as ultimate performance goes, we can look at the World Computer
Bridge Championship which has been running since
1997. The 2014 champion is Shark Bridge but the
program with the best overall record is Jack which has
won ten times in all, most recently in 2015 (just after
this article was written). If you have a Mac, then Jack
isn’t an option and Bridge Baron is probably the best
20 English Bridge October 2015

Lazily, since I always find it difficult to estimate how
a cross ruff will go, I thought that on a 2-2 trump
break I had five clubs, two spade ruffs, three hearts,
one spade and one diamond. On a 3-1 trump break
I had only four clubs but could possibly set up a
long spade. This line failed when drawing trumps
revealed North holding Q-J-x and only two spades.
After taking the ace of diamonds, however, Jack took
two rounds of hearts discarding the jack of
www.ebu.co.uk

diamonds and a small spade, and then embarked on
the cross-ruff. Whether North overruffs a spade or
not, the contract is still made.
Interestingly,
you
can ask what Jack
expects to make by
playing different cards
at any point. After
taking the first trick
with the ace of diamonds he estimates
his average score as
1372.2 if he plays a
high heart. Since 6®
scores 1370, this means
he thinks he is slightly
more likely to make one overtrick than one or more
undertricks. Playing a small club, however, his
estimated average score is 1350.6 – about two thirds
of a trick worse.

Putting Jack Through its Paces
I tried Jack with the February English Bridge ‘Prize
Leads Quiz’ and he achieved top marks on all three
problems. His performance on the February
‘Bidding Quiz’, however, depended upon the
convention card used. Playing his own system, Jack
only scored 32/60 but he scored 41/60 when playing
Benji Acol and 45/60 when playing SAYC (Standard
American Yellow Card). Six hands is not an
extensive test but it does suggest that the program
has some way to go to become world class at
bidding. Before you write off computers, however,
try the bidding quiz yourself with your favourite
partner. How do you compare with Jack?

A Quick Comparison
We are now going to take a closer look at the
programs which competed in the 2013 and 2014
world championships. These are: Jack, Bridge Baron,
Q-plus Bridge, Shark Bridge, MicroBridge, Wbridge5
(free download) and RoboBridge (free download).
Limited functionality demonstrations of all the
commercial programs are available (though the
demonstration for Shark Bridge must be accessed
through iTunes) so you can try all of the programs
for no cost if you are so inclined.
The standard of bidding and play of all these
programs is more than adequate and isn’t really an
issue in the comparison. In fact, to make a game of
www.ebu.co.uk

it, I limit the standard of play so that I have a chance
of winning. This has the additional advantage that it
improves the speed of play. For training purposes,
however, I set the best possible standard and accept
a few seconds delay.

User Interface
To my mind, Jack
and Bridge Baron
offer the best looking user interfaces
and are also the
most flexible, readily allowing you to
take back bids,
claim, ask for help
etc. Q-plus Bridge
has a rather old-fashioned look but a playable interface while MicroBridge and Shark Bridge are the least
playable of the commercial programs with unattractive interfaces and fewer on-screen controls
meaning you have to delve into menus or remember
control-key sequences to take back a card or make a
claim.

A Q-plus Bridge screen
Of the free programs, Wbridge5 has the betterlooking interface and functionality. Annoyingly,
RoboBridge does not allow you to take back a bid
you have clicked on by mistake nor to claim the rest
of the tricks. It forces you to play out hands to the
bitter end even when you have a long running suit.

Bidding
Acol players who aren’t too computer literate
should probably try Q-plus Bridge first since this is
the only program which plays Acol by default.
People who are willing to spend some time configuring the software to their liking should try Jack
or Bridge Baron. Unfortunately, the free Wbridge5
October 2015 English Bridge
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only plays variants of Five-card Majors. This is a
pity since it plays well and has a range of useful
features. RoboBridge has an Acol convention card
but offers far less functionality.

by way of a change but Jack takes team matches one
step further by operating a league system with six
different divisions (A – F) with nine teams in each!
You start in Division D and after the full round
robin has been played you may be promoted to
Division C if you do well. Conversely, you may be
demoted if you do badly! The higher divisions offer
higher standards of play, of course, and fighting
your way up the divisions is remarkably compelling.
In addition to tournaments and team matches,
Bridge Baron offers a wide selection of ‘challenges’
which are declarer play problems where your
main concern is to make your contract without
looking for risky overtricks. Many of these are
quite challenging and will test even experienced
players.

The Wbridge5 interface

Tournaments and Matches
When you have played a few practice hands, you
might like to try a pairs tournament or a team of
four match. Pairs tournaments usually require the
program to have a database of hands and results for
comparison with your result. The data may come
from an actual event or may be simulated by the
program playing the hands many times with
different convention cards and/or skill settings.
RoboBridge takes a different approach, however, and
uses the internet to let different players play the
same hands, each with RoboBridge as a partner. You
can then compare your results with everyone else’s.

RoboBridge at play
Team matches are usually scored by comparison
of your result on a set of boards with the result
when the computer plays all four hands for the
same boards. MicroBridge offers a three-team match
22 English Bridge October 2015

A Microbridge auction

Bells & Whistles
Turning now to practice and advice, all programs
except RoboBridge offer you the ability to generate
deals in which different hands contain particular
point counts or distributions etc. Only Bridge
Baron, however, can be asked to deal hands which
are suitable for practising selected conventions. This
is much more convenient than trying to set deal
filters so that hands suitable for practising a
particular convention are dealt. As an added bonus,
Bridge Baron then comments on whether you are
using the convention correctly or failing to use it
where it would be appropriate.
While most programs can suggest
what bid to make or
what card to play,
Jack is particularly
flexible and can be
set to hint only
when requested or
to comment on
your bidding or play at the time or at the end of the
www.ebu.co.uk

hand. Shark Bridge, uniquely, can give you a text
analysis of how to approach the play of the hand.
You can then choose whether to play it yourself or
let Shark Bridge suggest what card to play. This does
not make up for the extremely unattractive interface, however.
Uniquely amongst these programs, Q-plus Bridge
offers a Minibridge mode to introduce complete
beginners to the playing of the hand without the
complications of an auction. This is ideal to
encourage children to try bridge. See the
click
EBU web page for full details (search for
link
minibridge).
Well now, Christmas is coming and a good bridge
program would be a great present from Santa. I
hope I’ve stimulated you to try some of the demos
and see which program you’d like.

How to Get a Free Demo
or Free Full Program
Jack: http://www.jackbridge.com
select demo from side menu
Bridge Baron: http://www.greatgameproducts.com/
select Windows or Mac download
Q-Plus Bridge: http://www.q-plus.com/
select English site then select Downloads
Shark Bridge: http://www.sharkbridge.dk/
scroll down for app via iTunes details
MicroBridge: http://www.osk.3web.ne.jp/~mcbridge
select free downloads
Wbridge5: http://www.wbridge5.com/
click link following Télécharger
RoboBridge: http://www.robobridge.com/
select Install

CAPTION
COMPETITION

Gladys!! How come you were caught driving in a
bus lane at 8pm last Wednesday? You told me
you were at the bridge club all that evening!

THE winner of our June competition, with the
caption above, is John MacLeod of Kingstonupon-Thames, Surrey, who will receive a
charming bridge mug from our sponsors,
Bridge and Golf Gifts Direct (see advert on page
24). Other very good captions were: It's
unauthorised information about you and the club
secretary! (Dave Bryan, Upton, Chester), and
Not even a falsecard on my birthday! (Frank
Fallon, Charminster).
The cartoon for our new competition is
below. Please send your bridgy captions
(multiple entries accepted) to Caption
Competition, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh Road,
Reading RG1 5LR or by e-mail to elena@ebu.
co.uk not later than 20th October 2015.
Don’t forget to include your full postal address!

For your own safety, please download demonstration software via the above sites. Other sources
may be corrupted with viruses or malware.

Where to Buy
Jack

http://shop.chess.co.uk/
£59.95
search for Jack 6
Bridge Baron http://shop.chess.co.uk/
£49.99
search for Bridge Baron 25
Q-Plus Bridge http://www.mrbridge.co.uk/ £92
search for qplus 11
Shark Bridge http://www.amazon.co.uk/ £68.99
search for Shark Bridge
MicroBridge http://www.jannersten.com/ US$68
search for microbridge 13
r
www.ebu.co.uk

Sponsored by Bridge &
Golf Gifts Direct
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Basic Cardplay
The Need for Good Planning

click

by Paul Bowyer

link

WHENEVER dummy appears in all its glory declarer should take time out to think how he is going
to play the hand. This means counting (winners and
losers, the latter in a suit contract) and planning the
play. Far too many players have a few tricks on the
table early, as though there were some kind of race.
Are you a good planner? Can you count your
winners and losers in the deal below, in a contract of
4´? What is your plan?

Hand 1
South plays in 4´.
West leads the tJ.
´ J87
™AJ2
tA52
®QJ85
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A K Q 10 3 2
73
K643
7

Now the formula shouldn’t vary, it is Count – Plan
– Execute. So let’s start by counting. As we are in a
trump contract we ought to count losers as well as

BRIDGE AND GOLF
GIFTS DIRECT LTD
Large selection of bridge and golf gifts, and
bridge accessories available online at

winners.
In terms of winners there are obviously nine on
top (six spades, one heart and two diamonds). In
terms of losers there are three obvious ones – a
heart, a diamond and a club. Hold on – that doesn’t
balance – nine winners, three losers. Before you call
for a card from dummy you need to resolve the
anomaly. If you study the South hand more
carefully you should note that there are actually two
diamond losers, not just one. Were you to draw
trumps (the reflex play, maybe) you’d only have
nine winners and would be at the mercy of a 3-3
diamond break.
Now you can see the hand more clearly, the
solution may present itself. The only way of
ridding yourself of a loser is to ruff it (in the
short-trump hand), or to discard it. You either
trump it or dump it.
Here, there is no source of discards (so you can’t
dump the diamond loser); you can, though, trump
it in dummy. You have made your plan. Before
drawing trumps you cash the tA-K and give up a
diamond. You take the return and trump the last
diamond with dummy’s ´J. The full deal is:

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

J87
AJ2
A52
QJ85

´
™
t
®

´ 9654
™ Q 10 8 5
S
tQ7
® K 10 6
A K Q 10 3 2
73
K643
7

Void
K964
J 10 9 8
A9432

N

W

E

www.bridgeandgolfgifts.co.uk
( 07853 066 582 (quote English Bridge)
E-mail: baggdirect@live.co.uk
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Ten tricks come from seven spades (six in hand and
a ruff in the short-trump hand), one heart and two
diamonds. How many players of your acquaintance
www.ebu.co.uk

would have drawn trumps at 100 miles an hour, sat
back, sighed deeply and studied the ceiling for
inspiration?
Perhaps we might call these deals ‘Look before
you leap’. In similar vein try this one:

Hand 2
South plays in 4´.
West leads the ®J.
´ K98
™J73
tAK9
®Q753

nine winners and three losers. A more careful
perusal shows that the South hand has three heart
losers, not two. Draw trumps and you will lose three
heart tricks unless the suit breaks 3-3.
The play on the last hand should point you in the
right direction here. Ruff the second club and play
to trump the fourth heart on table. Play off the ™A
and another heart, win the return (a trump?) and
play another heart. Eventually, you should be in a
position of being able to ruff the last heart loser on
table (with the ´K, just to be flash!) draw trumps
and cash the diamonds. True, you may be thwarted
by bad breaks but this still represents your best
chance of ten tricks. The full deal is:

N
W

E

´
™
t
®

S

´
™
t
®

A Q J 10 7
A642
QJ8
4

‘Thank, you, partner, play small please.’ Well, you
are obviously going to play a low club but you
should refrain from doing so until you have
absorbed the whole hand and made a plan. Try
counting as the first stage of Count – Plan –
Execute. Winners? You have nine obvious ones (five
spades, one heart, three diamonds). Losers? Two
hearts, and a club. Oops! This does not compute;

´
™
t
®

542
K8
10 6 3 2
J 10 9 8

K98
J73
AK9
Q753
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

63
Q 10 9 5
754
AK62

A Q J 10 7
A642
QJ8
4

Once again, the reflex play of ‘draw trumps quickly
and then look around’ fails to secure the contract. r

PLAYER OF THE YEAR 2014-2015
CongrAtulAtions to David gold, who has won the 2014-15 Player of
the Year Competition.
in the competition players gain points based on finishing in the top
places of the most prestigious events on the EBu calendar. David has had
a great year, winning the Premier league, gold Cup, and the Point-a-Board
competition at the national teams Congress. He also finished second in
the Crockfords Cup, reached the semi-finals of the spring Fours, and was
fifth in the swiss Pairs at the summer Meeting.
the full list of point winners – over 130 players scored points this year –
can be seen at http://tinyurl.com/p6rahxs. the competition will run again in 2015-2016, so try to
earn points to see your name among the game’s elite, gain kudos from your peers, and maybe
win £1000. For more information visit http://tinyurl.com/pm75oyt.

www.ebu.co.uk
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EBED NEWS
How to Help Bridge
WE are all familiar with the legal struggle to get
bridge classified as a sport. If it succeeds, there will be
some significant tax advantages, including making
more of our entry fees available to provide a better
experience for the players. However, some aspects of
the activity being undertaken to promote this
wonderful hobby of ours already have a tax-favoured
status. EBED – English Bridge Education and
Development – is a Registered Charity allowing us to
obtain some help from the Treasury to secure the
future of bridge.

Gift Aid
There are a number of ways that this can be done, one
being the use of Gift Aid. If you pay income tax, you
can allow EBED to get some of that tax back by
making a donation using Gift Aid, amounting to 25p
for every £1 you donate. And if you have the good
fortune to be a higher-rate taxpayer, George Osborne
is kind enough to give you a further 25p when you
submit your self-assessment tax return. If you are
undecided about making a donation, surely the
knowledge that HMRC will be contributing is
sufficiently tempting to make the idea irresistible.
Gift Aid donations can be a one-off or, if you feel that
‘little and often’ is really more manageable for you, a
regular donation might be a better route. The EBED
website has all the details and the forms that are
needed to take advantage of Gift Aid.

Charitable Legacy
Another way to frustrate HMRC in their attempts to
appropriate your wealth is to make a charitable legacy
in your will. Above a certain level, your estate will
normally be subjected to a 40% tax charge. Any part
of that excess which is given to a charity, however,
does not suffer this tax. Naturally, you will want to
make sure you have provided for your nearest and
dearest, and that is only as it should be. However, if
you do feel that you would like some part of the
funds for which you have worked hard and saved
carefully to be used to benefit the education,
promotion and development of bridge, why not
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by Simon Husband, Chartered Accountant
include a legacy to EBED next time you ask your
solicitor to review your will? Incidentally, as I am
forever telling my clients, if you don’t have a will, the
challenges that omission presents for your friends
and family, should the worst happen, can be really
quite dire. Maybe this could be a prompt to persuade
you, finally, to undertake that chore you’ve been
meaning to get around to, and arrange an
appointment with your solicitor to get your will
sorted.
Leaving part of your estate to one or more charities
can further reduce the tax payable. If your will passes
on at least 10% of your taxable estate – and meets one
or two other rules that we don’t have space here to tell
you about – then the rate of tax on what remains
drops from 40% to 36%. If you are thinking of
making some provision for charities in your will, it is
therefore worth taking the time to see if you can meet
this requirement and save tax for your family and
friends at the same time. Perhaps simply adding a
modest legacy for EBED would be just what it takes
to bring this generous tax relief into play!

A Popular Legacy
Many of us have played at events and matches in the
lovely surroundings of the South Bucks Bridge
Centre in Burnham. In January this year, all the
bridge activities at this fine venue were very kindly
donated to EBED to continue the tradition of
promoting the learning and playing of bridge. What
the stories covering the news of this very kind and
generous-spirited act don’t generally mention is that
some more great tax breaks exist for this kind of
donation.
All in all, if you are tempted to make some financial
effort towards the promotion of this wonderful
activity – bridge – which has given us all so much
pleasure and mental stimulation for so many years,
then there are some more good reasons included in
the tax legislation to do it. If you do, I’d strongly
recommend you seek advice from your accountant or
solicitor to make sure all the boxes are ticked, but it
will be well worth it!
r
www.ebu.co.uk

Ask Gordon

Correct Rulings

by Gordon Rainsford

Email your questions to Gordon Rainsford at gordon@ebu.co.uk

click
link

Gordon, English Bridge and the EBU are not responsible if the information provided is incorrect or incomplete.

JO ROY from Layham writes: As East-West we
were playing against opponents who were in
2´. When we came to the last two cards, North
realised he was out of cards and in fact had left
two in the board. On the scoresheet we were
marked ‘Game Void’ and no score was given.

Law 15B says: When one or more hand(s) is/are found
to contain fewer than thirteen cards, with no hand
having more than thirteen, at any time after the
opening lead is faced (until the end of the Correction
Period), the Director makes a search for any missing
card, and:
1. if the card is found among the played cards, Law
67 applies.
2. if the card is found elsewhere, it is restored to the
deficient hand. Rectification and/or penalties may
apply (see 4 following).
3. if the card cannot be found, the deal is
reconstructed using another pack. Rectification
and/or penalties may apply (see 4 following).
4. a card restored to a hand under the provisions of
Section B of this Law is deemed to have belonged
continuously to the deficient hand. It may become
a penalty card (Law 50), and failure to have
played it may constitute a revoke.
So the correct ruling would have been to play out
the hand with the two cards restored to the player’s
hand. If, as is quite likely, the player had revoked by
failing to follow to a lead of a suit of one of the two
cards he was unaware he held, then the revoke laws
would apply.
It is never correct to score a board that was
scheduled to be played as having no score: if no
score could be obtained (not the case here) then
Law 12 should be used to award Average, Average
Plus or Average Minus according to the degree of
fault of the pairs concerned.
www.ebu.co.uk

BOB WARDLE asks: The other evening the bidding went: Pass, 1´, Pass, Double. We all said
‘You can’t double your partner’ . . . but the
doubler has given his partner a massive amount
of information about his hand: probable 4-4-4-1
shape, singleton or void in spades and opening,
or near, points. What should the TD do?

As always in rulings of this sort the TD should read
the appropriate bit from the law book and apply it.
Law 36: Inadmissible doubles and redoubles:
A. Offender’s LHO Calls before Rectification.
If offender’s LHO calls before rectification of an
inadmissible double or redouble the inadmissible call
and all subsequent calls are cancelled. The auction
reverts to the player whose turn it was to call and
proceeds as though there had been no irregularity. The
lead restrictions in Law 26 do not apply.
B. Offender’s LHO does not Call before Rectification
When A does not apply:
1. Any double or redouble not permitted by Law 19 is
cancelled.
2. The offender must substitute a legal call, the
auction continues, and the offender’s partner must
pass whenever it is his turn to call.
3. Law 23 may apply. The lead restrictions in Law 26
may apply.
4. If the call is out of turn the auction reverts to the
player whose turn it was to call, the offender may
make any legal call at his turn, and his partner must
pass whenever it is his turn to call. Law 23 may
apply. The lead restrictions in Law 26 may apply.
So the player has to substitute a legal call and the
player’s partner is barred from bidding for the rest
of the auction. If they end up defending, lead penalties apply. At the end of play an adjustment can be
made in the unlikely event that the conditions of
Law 23 apply.
r
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Report by David Bird
THE 2015 European Open championships were
held in Norway’s Tromsø, north of the Arctic Circle,
between 27th June and 11th July. The first event was
a four-day Mixed Teams championship ─ ten
rounds of Swiss, then sixteen teams qualifying for
the KO stages. Eighty-eight teams entered and
Penfold (Sandra Penfold, Brian and Nevena Senior
and Bulgaria’s Roumen Trendafilov) qualified in
13th place, falling to Whitehouse in the round-ofsixteen. In the eventual final Whitehouse (Ton
Bakkeren, Jacco Hop, Meike Workel from the
Netherlands, Christina Lund Madsen from
Denmark) defeated A J Diamonds (Poland) to claim
the gold medals.
Next came the Mixed Pairs Championship ─ a
serious business with qualifying, semi-finals and a
two-day final. Philippe Cronier and Sylvie Willard
of France took gold, ahead of Norway’s Geir
Helgemo and Aase Langeland (silver) and Russia’s
Andrey Gromov and Victoria Gromova (bronze).
Congratulations to the four England pairs who
reached the 52-pair final: Catherine Seale and
Thomas Paske (25th), Janet de Botton and Artur
Malinowski (27th), Sally Brock and Barry Myers
(31st), David Gold and Susanna Gross (32nd).
The ‘main event’, the Open Teams, was next on
the schedule. Again this lasted four days with a Swiss
qualifier and sixteen teams advancing to the knockout. England’s 10CC (Richard Bowley, Simon Cope,
David Gold, Thomas Paske, Shivam Shah and USA’s
Kevin Caster) did brilliantly to finish in 5th place in
the qualifier. They were the only team to defeat
Netherlands’ Orange White, which took them into
first place at that time. De Botton (Janet de Botton,
Artur Malinowski, Nick Sandqvist, Tom Townsend,
with Norway’s Thor Erik Hoftaniska and Thomas
Charlsen) also qualified in 11th place.
The two English teams went out in the roundof-sixteen, as did the big favourites Monaco. See
what happened to them on this deal against
Noralia:
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´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ AKJ53
™6
t A Q 10 7 4
® 10 4
10 6
´ 92
N
AKQJ87
™5432
W
E
Void
tJ962
S
Q8762
®953
´ Q874
™ 10 9
tK853
®AKJ

West

North

East

South

Sveindal

Helness

Rasmussen

Helgemo

4™
Pass

4NT
6t

5™
All Pass

1t
6®

The diamond slam is proof against four trumps
with West, since declarer can ruff a heart and ditch
a club on the spades. All four trumps with East
could not be overcome. A top heart was led and
Helgemo went one down. What would happen at
the other table?
West

North

East

Multon

Dyke

Zimmermann Howard

South

1™
3®
Pass

Dble
4™
6´

Pass
Pass
All Pass

1®
2´
5®

North’s double showed spades. The spade slam
seems to have the same two losers but Multon led
the ™8, hoping that his partner could win and
deliver a diamond ruff. (He knew he would perform
a starring role in the next day’s bulletin for one
www.ebu.co.uk

reason or another.) Howard was soon writing +980
in his card and that was 14 IMPs to Noralia.
Team Orange White (Netherlands) went on to
defeat Blund (Norway) to claim the gold medals.
Bronze medals went to Noralia (Norway/Australia)
and Khyuppenen (Russia/Netherlands).
There was an entry of twenty for the Women’s
Teams and Baker (USA) won the final against China
Orange to collect gold. England’s Catherine Seale,
with Gail Cameron and Vanessa Vos (Zimbabwe)
and Maruša Baša (Slovenia) finished 6th in the
qualifier, going on to beat Poland before losing to
Baker in the semi-finals. Hurray! This splendid
result earned Seale a bronze medal.
The Seniors’ Teams attracted fourteen entrants,
with Take (Sweden) beating Sagg (Norway) in the
final.
We move now to the Open, Women’s and Seniors
pairs events ─ once more, serious championships
with play extending over four days. In the Open
Pairs, Phil King and Tosh McIntosh, along with
Willie Whittaker with Sweden’s Peter Bertheau,
qualified for the final. Well done to them. Gunnar
Hallberg and Andrew Black, also Sarah O’Connor
and Michael Bell, reached the main semi-final but
not the final.
Let’s see a big deal from the Open Pairs final:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer East.
´ Q 10 7 6 3 2
™ 10 7 4
t943
®4
AKJ98
´5
N
K
™J3
W
E
A K J 10 8 6
tQ2
S
10
®AKQJ9532
´4
™AQ98652
t75
®876

West

North

East

Kolesnik

Kopstad

Roeder

Grude

1®
5®

3™
Pass

3´
6t

4™
All Pass

South

West had a close decision between bidding 6t and
raising to 6®. The club slam cannot be beaten. To
www.ebu.co.uk

make the diamond slam, declarer would need
several club tricks. It was up to the defenders to kill
the dummy in some way.
Suppose North leads the ®4. Declarer will win in
dummy and play a second high club, ditching the
™K. North can ruff, yes, but this will reduce him to
only two trumps. On any return, declarer will be
able to draw trumps in two rounds, ending in the
dummy, and enjoy the remaining clubs.
It’s no use for North to refuse to shorten his
trumps by ruffing, waiting instead for South to
ruff. Declarer will ditch a spade on the third club
(North not ruffing again), return to the tA, cash
the ´A and ruff a spade with the tQ. He can then
reach his hand to draw trumps, losing a spade
trick at the end.
The Norwegian defenders showed how to beat the
contract. Ole Kopstad led a heart to the ace and Tor
Grude smartly returned a club. Declarer had no way
home after this bright defence. He won, cashed the
´A and ruffed a spade with the t2, overruffed by
South. A trump return then put the slam three
down, North-South scoring a handsome 48 MPs
out of 50.
Thomas Bessis and Frederic Volcker (France)
took the gold medals, ahead of Sweden’s Anders
Morath and Bengt-Erik Efraimsson (silver) and
USA/Denmark’s Chris Willenken and Dennis Bilde
(bronze). Phil King and Tosh McIntosh finished in a
creditable 22nd place with Willie Whittaker and
Peter Bertheau 51st.
Gold in the Women’s Pairs went to Sandra
Rimstedt and Emma Sjoberg from Sweden. The
Senior Pairs gold was claimed by Bernhard Sträter
r
and Ulrich Kratz of Germany.

Team 10CC in the lead: from the left, Simon Cope,
Shivam Shah, Kevin Caster (USA), David Gold,
Tom Paske and Richard Bowley of England.
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New Prize Leads Quiz
OPENING leads are often subjective and virtually any
opening lead can be successful some of the time.
However, bridge is in many ways a game of
percentages and therefore certain leads will gain more
often than others. In each issue you will be given three
hands and the bidding on each, and you are asked to
choose your opening leads from those proposed by
our Quizmaster. Answers will be in the next issue. In
each problem you are on lead as West.

THIS MONTH’S QUIZ
Hand 1
´ J 10 7 5
™ Q752
t 5
® A873
West

makers of playing cards since 1824

www.piatnikcardgames.co.uk
( 020 8661 8866

North

East

South
2NT
3´2

Pass
3®1
Pass
Pass
3NT
All Pass
1
Stayman; 2 Four or five spades, denies four hearts.

Choose from: (a) ´J; (b) ´5; (c) ™2; (d) ®3.

HHHHH
Hand 2
´ 87532
™ 5
t A532
® A42

This attractive twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards
(‘Square Bridge Double’) is the prize on offer this
month. For information on the new Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk

West

North
1´
Pass
3™
Pass
4™
1
Support (not a cue-bid).

East
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
2™
3´1

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) tA; (c) ®A; (d) ®2.

There are TWO categories in our competition: up
to and including Master, and those with higher
ranking. Please indicate on the top left-hand corner
of the envelope, or in the e-mail subject line, the
category for which you are entering. The first
correct entry in each category out of a hat will win
the prize. The Editor’s decision is final.
Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz,
23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR,
or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk
by 20th October 2015.

HHHHH
Hand 3
´ A2
™ QJ75
t K Q 10 2
® 943
West

Pass
Pass
Pass

North
2

2t
3t
4´

East

South

Pass
Pass

2®1
2´
3´
6´

Please make sure you include your full postal
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail!

Pass
All Pass
1
Acol-style, 23+ balanced or any game force; 2 Negative.

ANSWERS TO AUGUST QUIZ: PAGE 44-45

A somewhat surprising auction: you have a 12 count
and South bids a slam basically on his own. Choose
your lead from: (a) ´A; (b) ´2; (c) ™Q; (d) tK. r
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EBU News
Junior Awards

Jill and Dave Armstrong receiving the
Tom Bradley Award from Jeremy Dhondy

by Peter Stockdale

Carshalton High School students collecting
the Alec Salisbury Award for teacher Amy Huber

Tom Bradley Award
The Tom Bradley Award, presented to a non-teacher
who has made a significant contribution to the
teaching of junior bridge, was awarded to Dave and
Jill Armstrong from Sussex. They have provided
teaching for many young bridge players in the
county, and have been crucial to the success of the
Junior Teach-In over many years.

2014 Young Pair of the Year Award

Alec Salisbury Award
The Alec Salisbury Award, presented to a teacher
who has made a significant contribution to
promoting bridge in their school and the local area,
was awarded to Amy Huber of Carshalton High
School for Girls in Surrey. Amy established a bridge
club at the school, and hosted teaching days; the
girls have since progressed from minibridge
through to full bridge in local clubs.
These two awards are given in conjunction with
English Bridge Education and Development, and
are based on suggestions from EBU members. If
you know of a person who has done something
exceptional for Junior Bridge and you think
worthy of one of these awards, please write to
simon@ebedcio.org.uk
www.ebu.co.uk

Tom Paske, collecting the Young Pair award from
Jeremy Dhondy at the Brighton Summer Meeting
Tom Paske and Graeme Robertson have been stalwarts of the England junior teams for many years –
Tom was part of the Young Pair of the Year in 2005,
and was Young Player of the Year in 2008; Graeme
was Young Player of the Year in 2010 and 2013.
They combined in 2014 to great effect, winning a
bronze medal at the European Under-25 Pairs
Championships.
October 2015 English Bridge
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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

n OCTOBER 2015
2-4

West of England Congress
Weston-super-Mare
3-4
Great Northern Swiss Pairs
Hilton Hotel, Leeds
Felixstowe Congress
3-4
Felixstowe Leisure Centre
5-8
British Autumn Sim Pairs, Clubs
7-13
Bridge Overseas Rhodes Congress
Ixia, Rhodes
Autumn Congress
16-18
Peterborough
24-25
Lancashire Congress
Bolton (Sat), Blackburn (Sun)
24-25
Malvern Congress
St John’s Sports Centre
30-1 Nov Really Easy Weekend,
Horwood House Hotel, Bucks.
(see advert on page 45)
31-1 Nov Premier League 2nd Weekend,
Coventry & NW BC

n NOVEMBER 2015
6-8

6-8
6-8
11-14
21-22
28-29

Premier League 3rd Weekend
D1 Young Chelsea BC;
D2 Richmond BC
Seniors Congress, B’ham Airport
(see advert on page 34)
North East Congress
Gateshead
European Champions Cup
Horwood House, Milton Keynes
Tollemache Qualifier
Holiday Inn, B’ham Airport
Middlesex Congress, Barnet,
Queen Elizabeth's School

EBU News
MEMBERS DISCOUNT AT EBU SHOP
WE would like to remind all
members that you can receive a
discount on most items bought
from the EBU shop. The
discounts available include
10% for EBU Members, 12%
for EBUTA Members, and 12%
for affiliated clubs. Simply give
your EBU number when
ordering over the phone, or if
using our online shop –
www.ebu.co.uk/shop – enter
your EBU number at the
checkout (you will also need
your password). The prices

quoted are before any discounts
are applied, so you will
normally get an even better
price than the one listed.
We will also try to match any
price available at another
retailer, so please ask us before
placing an order elsewhere.
The shop sells all the
equipment and stationery you
need for a game, plus books
and items that would make
great gifts for a bridge player
this Christmas. Have a look at
the advert on pages 52-53!

JOHN ARMSTRONG AWARD

n DECEMBER 2015
12-13
18-20
27-29
27-30

Gold Cup Finals
West Midlands BC
European Seniors Trials stage 1
West Midlands BC
Northern Year End Congress
(see advert on page 34)
Year End Congress London
(see advert on page 34)

n JANUARY 2016
4-7
8-10
8-10
16-17

22-24
22-24
30-31
31

British Winter Sim Pairs, Clubs
Midlands Congress, Solihull
Camrose Trophy (1st weekend)
Ireland
National Teams Congress
Holiday Inn, B’ham Airport
(see advert on page 61)
European Seniors Trials stage 2
TBA
Lady Milne Trials, TBA
Chester Congress, Deva BC
Swiss Pairs (Blue-pointed)
Abingdon BC
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THE EBU endorses this award
which commemorates John
Armstrong, a player who embodied the expression ‘fair
play’ in everything he did at
the table and away from it.
John’s support for younger
players was well known. This
year the winner is Sarah
O’Connor (in the photo, receiving the award from EBU Chairman Jeremy Dhondy), who
now has a tree planted with
her name in Heritage Wood,
near Ashford.

When it was announced
that there would be a new
Under-16 European Championship Sarah, with the
assistance of Gillian Fawcett,
set out to find players who
would be eligible. She soon
formed a group and gave
them coaching, eventually recommending a team which
competed and finished a
respectable fourth.
John would have utterly
approved of Sarah’s efforts
and she is a worthy winner.
www.ebu.co.uk

Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

OCTOBER 2015
WEST HANDS

OCTOBER 2015
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. E/W Game
Dealer South
(Berg)
* South opens 1®
2. Game All
Dealer East
(Hallasa)
3. Love All
Dealer West
(Selway)

´
™
t
®

AQ642
52
9653
K6

1. E/W Game
Dealer South

´
™
t
®

AKQ7654
K732
8
10

2. Game All
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

85
K J 10
Q82
K7542

3. Love All
Dealer West

(Austberg)
* South opens 1®

(Imasaih)

(Irens)

´ 9
™ AKJ
t A54
(Justin Hackett)
® A Q 10 7 6 5
* South opens a Weak 2´

(Allerton)

´
™
t
®

J
A4
AKQ874
A432

´
™
t
®

J83
A
A Q 10
J98632

´
™
t
®

AKJ
Q6
AKJ97
A 10 6

´ KJ42
™ Q 10 8
t 10 9 7 3
(Jason Hackett)
® KJ
* South opens a Weak 2´

4. Game All
Dealer North

5. Game All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

4. Game All
Dealer North

J5
A K 10
Q 10 9 8 5 3 2
J

5. Game All
Dealer West
(Cooke)

´ 6
™ K9764
t AKJ987
(Sacul)
® 5
* North bids 3®, South 4®

´
™
t
®

AQ87
987
A
A K Q 10 5

´ AK9
™ AJ85
t Q632
(Polii)
® A9
* North bids 3®, South 4®

6. Love All
Dealer North

6. Love All
Dealer North

click

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 37-39
www.ebu.co.uk

link

$

click

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 37-39

link
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27 – 30 December 2015

6 – 8 November 2015

YEAR END
CONGRESS

SENIORS CONGRESS

Greenpointed

Holiday Inn – Birmingham Airport
To be eligible,
you must have been born in 1955 or before

Championship Pairs
Swiss Pairs
Swiss Teams

Greenpointed

Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Dept

( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219
or book online at www.ebu.co.uk
EBU Accommodation Booking Service

Royal National Hotel, London WC1
Special package deals are available – single-bedded rooms
only – at the nearby Imperial Hotel. For details and
reservations contact Imperial Hotel Ltd.,
Central Reservations Office ( 020 7278 7871

Stratified Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams
Mixed and Open Pairs
Really Easy Afternoon
Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Dept

( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219

( 0800 0346 246

or book online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

1 – 7 February 2016

27 – 29 December 2015

BRIDGE OVERSEAS
CYPRUS CONGRESS

NORTHERN
YEAR END CONGRESS

Athena Beach Hotel, Yeroskipou, Paphos

Open Pairs; Men’s, Ladies’ and Mixed Pairs;
Pivot Teams
Blue
Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams Green

points

points

Bridge Fees: £132
( 01296 317203 or 8 comps@ebu.co.uk
Attendance at the congress is exclusive to
delegates booking their accommodation
with Bridge Overseas ( 0800 034 6246
8 office@bridgeoverseas.co.uk
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Dunkenhalgh Hotel and Spa,
Clayton le Moors BB5 5JP ( 01254 426800
Bluepointed

Mixed / Open Pairs
Swiss Pairs, Swiss Teams

Greenpointed

Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Dept

( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219
or book online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

www.ebu.co.uk

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR
BRIDGEMATES
IN the August issue Gordon
Rainsford commented on the
etiquette of using Bridgemates to
show players the percentage
achieved on the played board.
While I enjoy the many advantages of the machine, it is still
much easier and quicker to flash
a paper traveller around the
table. I envisage the time in the
future when North will have an
embedded screen and key-pad
and each player will have their
own embedded screen. We will
then marvel at how primeval the
present system was. The technology is there and while the cost
will be high initially, it will
reduce with mass production.
David Wilson, by email

SELECTION ISSUES
WHAT a pity neither you nor
Andy Bowles mentioned county
bridge in your reply to Philippa
Hutton’s letter in your August
edition, inquiring how to move
from club bridge to international
standard. Andy states that you
have to play very well, and the
way to play very well is by gaining
experience against better players.
The next stage up from club
bridge is county bridge, just as it
is in other sports and pastimes.
I am fortunate living in Gloucestershire, where I play in the
(friendly) County Club League,
playing matches in people’s
homes. However, I play most of
my bridge in Wiltshire, where I
have the opportunity to play in
weekend pairs and teams events
www.ebu.co.uk

Send your letters to the editor,
Elena Jeronimidis, 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR, or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal address)
The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

open to relative newcomers and
experts alike, a League Teams
event running through the winter
season, with divisions catering
for those who play inter-county
matches and those moving on
from club bridge, a green-pointed
knock-out competition which is
again played in players’ homes,
with suitable hospitality, and
finally a Green-pointed weekend
of pairs and teams competitions.
I am sure most counties
arrange a similar programme.
Do well in some or all of the
above and those wanting to
move up the bridge ladder will
come to the attention of the
county selection committee, and
move on from there!
Richard Gwyer,by email

THE LAWS ARE A TURN-OFF
OH how I do agree with Les
Shephard! (Letters, August 2015.)
Our club is very friendly and
we all enjoy the sessions of afternoon duplicate as most of us are
senior and retired gentlefolk. No
one I play with would deliberately break any law in collusion
with their partner, which presumably happens at the higher
levels of competition that Andrew
Robson referred to. Our crimes
are simple mistakes with no
malice intended such as bidding
out of turn, leading out of turn
and revokes. If possible, most of
us laugh it off and just move on.
Some, however, do call the
Director and as Les describes, the
multi-choice options for these
offences add up to a very
distasteful atmosphere. Many of

our group are of a generation
that had higher moral standards
and are mortified to be impugned in such a way. A minor
mistake ruins their afternoon.
Les Shephard is so right that a
light set of Laws for our grassroots level of bridge is all that is
needed. I do wish the EBU would
get a grip of this situation and
build a bit of common-sense discretion into the Laws. Before discussing options and penalties, the
Director should identify intent.
If none, the offender is kindly
reminded of the Law(s) and the
matter is closed. Obviously the
Director will be aware of repeat
offenders and act accordingly.
A.I. Russell, Freshwater Bay
Gordon Rainsford, EBU Chief TD,
replies: The laws are there primarily to deal with accidental infractions, and I would much prefer an
environment in which they are
applied equally to all, rather than
requiring TDs to selectively apply
them according to their assessment
of intent. It’s a game with rules,
with consequences for failing to
follow them, even accidentally!

SCORING CURIO
READERS may be amused at a
recent score at Banbury Bridge
Club. In a three and a half table
Howell, there was a three-way tie
for first, one match-point above
average, and a three way tie for
second on average, i.e. sixth was
one match-point behind first!
Scores can be seen on
www.bridgewebs.com/banbury
David Flower, Banbury r
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People in Bridge

Interview by Gordon Rainsford

Happy 80th Birthday, Jim Proctor!
IT is typical of Jim Proctor that he intends to spend
November 27th, his eightieth birthday, directing a
bridge congress in Porthcawl. Jim is by far the
longest-serving member of the EBU Tournament
Directors’ panel and has held the top rank of
National Tournament Director for several decades.
He joined the panel proper as a ‘B’ Congress
Director in 1974 after the Brighton Congress,
having been a trainee for some six years, and four
years later in 1978 he resigned from his day job, as a
computer programmer for the civil service in
Cheltenham, to work full time in bridge.
Asked about how he started as a
TD, Jim says: ‘I drifted into it at
Cheltenham Bridge Club in the
mid ’60s. The TD kept messing up
the movements. I was always
interested in the mathematical side
of movements and so I decided to
put my name down as a volunteer
to look after Monday evenings.
There was an elderly TD based at
Cheltenham, Willie MorganBrown, and when he realised I was
quite good at scoring he took me to
Droitwich to help with the scoring
of the Regional Masters Pairs and the Portland
Pairs.’ From that start, Jim became an EBU trainee
and his first job for the EBU was with Graham
Jepson at the Pachabo at Leicester in 1968, assisting
Harold Franklin.
Jim was born in Wakefield but moved to
Skelmersdale when he was seven, and says: ‘My
Yorkshire accent has been corrupted by being
brought up in Lancashire.’ He moved back to
Yorkshire, to his mother’s bungalow in Scarborough
when she died in 1986, but nowadays he spends a lot
of time in Brighton where his partner lives: ‘I found
my soul-mate when I was 63 and I’ve been very
happy ever since. It’s made a big difference to me in
my declining years, it certainly has.’
It’s in Brighton that Jim plays much of his bridge,
afternoon rubber bridge at the Avenue Bridge Club.
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‘I really do enjoy a game – I’m not very good but I’m
very proud to have had a hand I played in Fit for a
King (an anthology of articles originally nominated
for the brilliancy prizes sponsored by BOLS – Ed.). I
do prefer duplicate really, but they are two different
games.’
Other directors often comment on how much
they have learned from Jim, with his wide and deep
knowledge of the Laws, careful planning and
attention to detail, although it can be challenging to
work with someone with such exacting standards.
He says of himself: ‘I am finicky, fanatically tidy. I
keep my eyes open and try to pick
up everything – for example, in the
first six hours here at the Brighton
Congress I found six mistakes –
notices with spelling errors,
nameslips that don’t match their
colours, that sort of thing.’ When
asked about the way bridge has
developed, Jim says: ‘What’s
changed most is the scoring. It was
wonderful in the old days but very,
very difficult and took a long time.’
Bridge is far from Jim’s only
interest in life: he used to play
football and cricket, and tells of one Portland Pairs
weekend, scored by hand over three venues, when
he got special dispensation to start at 7pm so that he
could play football in the afternoon. Another time
he cycled the thirty miles from Cheltenham to
Droitwich for a Sunday event because ‘it was the
only safe way of ensuring I got there on time.’
As I finish talking to Jim for this interview, he tells
me a story that reveals his quiet humour as well as
the importance of communication in directing. ‘At
the Kings Lynn Congress I had to postpone the play
of a board and I said to a table: ‘Would you please
play Board 6 before 5 so that another table can play
it?’ At the end of the round one of the players came
to me apologetically and said: ‘We didn’t quite
manage it’, showing on his watch that it was two
minutes past five!’
r
www.ebu.co.uk

Bidding Quiz

Beat Today’s Experts

by David Bird
click

Answers to Problems on Page 33
1. E/W Game. Dealer South.
´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

J
A4
AKQ874
A432

West
Berg

North
East
P Lindqvist Austberg

1´
3´
4t

Pass
Pass
Pass

South
E Lindqvist
1®
Pass
Pass

AQ642
52
9653
K6

N
W E
S

3t
3NT
6t

WE start at the Norwegian Club Teams final.
Is West worth a 1´ overcall at adverse vulnerability? Yes! A one-level overcall does not
promise very much. A 1´ overcall takes away

link

bidding space from the opponents and may suggest a good
lead. What should East say in response? It depends whether
you play a change-of-suit as forcing. This is a popular
method, with the advantage of simplicity. Here East-West
were playing the equally good scheme that 2t would be ‘constructive but non-forcing’. East therefore bid 3t.
With four-card support and some useful cards, West
should surely have raised to 4t. He chose 3´ instead and
heard a 3NT sign-off. Having limited his hand, as he saw it,
West was now willing to raise the diamonds. East then advanced to a small slam. In fact 7t is an OK contract on the
bidding. South is very likely to hold the ´K and a spade finesse will allow a heart discard. You can ruff two club losers
if trumps break 2-1; otherwise you can perhaps set up a discard on the spade suit (or ruff two clubs while South still
holds the tJ).
n Awards: 7t (10), 6t (9), games (5), part-scores (1).

2. Game All. Dealer East.
´
™
t
®

AKQ7654
K732
8
10
West
Hallasa
1´
2t
4´

N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

J83
A
A Q 10
J98632

East
Imasaih
1®
2®
2´

We visit the 2015 Asia/Middle East championship, with Jordan sitting East-West against
the UAE. What should Iskandar Imasaih bid
at his second turn? A raise to 2´ has much to
www.ebu.co.uk

recommend it, particularly when the six-card clubs are so
weak. East chooses to rebid 2® – fair enough – and partner
continues with 2t. This is a third-suit forcing bid click
(see Frances Hinden’s article in last month’s issue, pages link
22-23). It is game-forcing and asks partner to describe
his hand further. What should East say now?
As I see it, 2´ is wholly inadequate. He has already limited
his hand with the 2® rebid and should now jump to 3´. This
would allow West to proceed to 6´, which requires only two
heart ruffs in dummy.
At the other table North intervened with 2t and East
made a Support Double to show his three-card spade support. The bidding continued: 3t – 3NT – 4NT (RKCB) –
5™ – 6´ for a 13-IMP swing.
n Awards: 6´ (10), games (5), 7´ (3).
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3. Love All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

Q 10 6 4 2
9432
5
Q93

85
K J 10
Q82
K7542

N
W E
S

´
™
t
®
West
Selway
Pass
2t
3®
4®
4™
6®

´
™
t
®

AKJ
Q6
AKJ97
A 10 6

973
A875
10 6 4 3
J8

North
Salisbury
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

East
Irens
2®
2NT
3NT
4t
4´

South
Tedd
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

We move to the Teltscher Trophy (the home international
event for seniors). Norman Selway bids Puppet Stayman,
looking for a 5-3 heart fit. When a club fit is found subsequently, three cue-bids lead to a small slam in clubs. It’s not
a good spot because the defenders are almost certain to claim
the ™A and a trump trick. 6NT is better because you have
eleven top tricks once the ™A is removed and prospects of a
twelfth trick are slightly better than the spade finesse.
Here the point-count was somewhat low for 6NT and it
was right to look for a 5-3 heart fit since a spade ruff might
provide a twelfth trick. It was less attractive to play in a 5-3
club fit, particularly as East held the queen of his doubleton
suit.
(At the table, 6® was allowed to make after the t6 lead
was won by dummy’s t8. North switched to a spade after
ruffing the second round of diamonds. Selway then finessed
the ´J, discarding all three hearts in dummy. South had followed with the t3 on the second round. Should this have
been taken as a suit preference signal? Alternatively, North
might have delayed his ruff, seeking a further signal.)
n Awards: 6NT (10), 5NT/4NT/3NT (8), 5® (6), 6® (2).

4. Game All. Dealer North.
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

9
AKJ
A54
A Q 10 7 6 5
´
™
t
®

West
Justin H.
Dble

10 5
965432
KJ6
92
N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

KJ42
Q 10 8
10 9 7 3
KJ

AQ8763
7
Q82
843

North
Allerton
Pass
All Pass

East
Jason H.
Pass

South
Cooke
2´

Mossop faced Hinden in one of the Spring
Foursomes semi-finals. Jonathan Cooke
opened a weak 2´ in third seat and Justin
Hackett had to consider his best action. At

both tables West judged that his hand was too strong for a
3® overcall, preferring a take-out double. All now depended
on East’s next move.
Jason Hackett decided to pass for penalties. West led the
´9, covered by the ten, jack and queen. East won the first
round of hearts and returned another trump, won by the ´5.
A heart ruff was followed by a diamond to the jack, another
heart ruff and a second round of diamonds. Declarer was
now poised to score all six trump tricks and had to be prevented from scoring two diamond tricks. Justin rose with the
tA and underled his clubs to East’s king. Three more rounds
of clubs allowed East to discard his t10-9 and the contract
went one down.
It was still a costly board for East-West because at the other
table Frances Hinden preferred to bid 3NT on the East cards.
An easy eleven tricks were made for a 10-IMP swing. Hinden’s judgement was surely correct. It is not often a good idea
to play for penalties when your trumps lie under declarer.
Jason may have thought: ‘There is no guarantee of a game
our way.’ Yes, but in that case 2´ doubled might be made.
n Awards: 4NT/3NT (10), 2´ doubled (4), part-scores (3).

The EBU Shop has had its 10,000th order since it went online in April 2014. Mr Saxton from
Southampton has won a £25 voucher to spend in the shop. If you would like to order anything
from the Bridge Shop, go to www.ebu.co.uk or telephone 01296 397851.
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5. Game All. Dealer West.
´
™
t
®

J5
A K 10
Q 10 9 8 5 3 2
J
West
Allerton
1t
2t
3t
3NT

N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

AQ87
987
A
A K Q 10 5

East
Cooke
2®
2™
3´
4NT

This deal is from the Spring Foursomes final
between Hinden and Vitas. The West hand is
surely worth an opening bid of 1t. The task
for the partnership then is to stop short of
what would be a below-par slam. Did you

6. Love All. Dealer North.
´
™
t
®

6
K9764
AKJ987
5

West
Sacul
Dble
6t

North
Yeung
3®
Pass

N
W E
S

East
Polii
Dble
5®

´
™
t
®

AK9
AJ85
Q632
A9
South
Chiu
4®
Pass

We end with a deal from the Asian-Pacific
Seniors in Bangkok, with Indonesia facing
Hong Kong. What should West say at his first
turn? At the other table, Hong Kong’s Edmund Tse bid just 4™. This ended the auction
and a fine slam was missed.
Here Denny Sacul delays committing himself by starting with a responsive double. Bert
Polii has a strong hand and shows this with
5®. Happy to play in a slam now, Sacul leaps

manage it?
Cooke responded 2® and continued with a third-suit forcing 2™ to ask for further information. When Allerton bid his
diamonds one more time, Cooke kept the auction moving
with 3´ even though he knew that West could not hold a fit
there. Over the ensuing 3NT he exercised restraint by bidding
only an invitational 4NT, rather than flying into a small slam
somewhere. It was an excellent auction.
A spade lead would be slightly awkward if you reached 6t.
Even if you overcame this hurdle in the side suits, you would
need to lose only one trump trick. A singleton tK or tJ
would be welcome. Otherwise you would have to find a defender with tK-x or tJ-x, also to guess which of the two it
was. At the table North held tK-J-6-4, so eleven tricks was
the limit. The Israeli pair, Fisher and Schwartz, stopped in
5t after a 3t opening from West .
n Awards: 4NT/3NT (10), 5t (8), 6t (5), 6NT (4).

to 6t. What a great auction! Simple but effective. (Note that
declarer has a safety play in hearts, cashing the ace first to
deal with a 4-0 break either way.)
n Awards: 6™/6t (10), 7™/7t (7), games (4).

´™t®
Our experts match their 40/60 score from last time. The
hands were not quite so difficult, though, and I expect a good
number of you were able to beat them.

Bidding Tips

• Play ‘third-suit forcing’ after partner has rebid his suit.
Look for a way to delay the final decision in an
• auction,
rather than relying on a premature guess.
with your partner at what levels a new-suit bid
• isCheck
forcing opposite an overcall.
r

NEWLY AFFILIATED CLUBS
Welcome to Malden Bridge Club; the club meets every Tuesday in New Malden, Surrey;
info from David Watts at wattsd@blueyonder.co.uk
Also welcome to Reigate Bridge Club; they play duplicate sessions on Wednesday afternoons in
Reigate, and also have three teaching sessions a week; more info at www.bridgewebs.com/reigate

www.ebu.co.uk
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Around & About
UNIQUE CHANCE

A SPECIAL DAY

ALL duplicate players are invited to take part in the
Night of the Stars (NoS) 2016, an extremely goodnatured charity Pro-Am. Many of the biggest Stars
in the world of bridge regularly support the event.
Last February, over fifty pros played and nine others
wrote analysis of the hands for the booklet. Eleven
clubs joined in the fun by playing the hands on the
night and all clubs are welcome to do so in 2016.

Zia Mahmood explains a bridge point
at a past Night of the Stars.
NoS is actually two events. The first, the popular
Charity/Auction Pairs, is a social duplicate session
with Paul Mendelson’s entertaining auction of Stars
during the tea break. This will take place at
Richmond Bridge Club on the afternoon of Sunday,
29 November 2015. The Night of the Stars, when all
the Stars join everyone to play with their lucky
partners, will be on Thursday, 25 February 2016 at
the Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability in Putney.
Information about the events and the Stars who
are taking part can be found on the website
www.nightofthestars.org.uk. Please contact the
organisers at terry@nightofthestars.org.uk if you
would like more information, tickets or would like
to bid to play with a Star. It is not necessary to
attend the auction to bid.
The Night of the Stars has become the chance
for all duplicate bridge players to band together to
raise money for charity by playing the game we
love. Please take part and find out for yourself why
Andrew Robson has described the Night of the
Stars as ‘the flagship event in the world of charity
bridge.’
(Terry Hewett)
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IN July, three of Warwickshire’s junior members
and eight students from Bentley Heath School took
part in a Bridge Challenge against a team from the
House of Lords.
The visit, arranged by Baroness Henig, began
with a tour of the Palace of Westminster. Three
tables played minibridge and two played bridge.
The adults, including six peers and EBU board
member Heather Dhondy, played a mixture of
bridge and minibridge, allowing them to play
against most of the students. Some peers played
minibridge for the first time. There were a number
of interesting results in both sections.
In the minibridge, the students prevailed but in
the bridge section the three separate matches were
much closer with the House of Lords team winning
by a slender margin.
The English Bridge Union presented the students,
Warwickshire, and Bentley Heath School with
beautifully engraved crystal plaques. The day ended
with refreshments in the House of Lords terrace
restaurant.
An added bonus for the students, prior to the
visit, was being interviewed and photographed for
local papers and radio. Listening to themselves on
the radio during the journey to London added a
unique extra to the day.
Our thanks go to everyone who contributed to
the success of the day, especially the students who
were the real stars. Junior Bridge in Warwickshire is
supported by our sponsors Nicklin Business
Associates www.nicklins.co.uk.
(Myra Scott)
www.ebu.co.uk

The Junior Page

Tromsø Triumphs

click

by Kyle Lam

link

IN July, a contingent of eighteen juniors travelled to
Tromsø, Norway to play in the 25th European Youth
Bridge Teams Championships. Tromsø is located
over 300 km north of the Arctic Circle and over the
course of the week the players would not experience
any darkness (in fact I am told the next sunset was
scheduled for mid August).
England entered teams into the U26, U21 and the
brand-new U16 series. The competition is a gruelling one: an all-play-all round robin held over a
week for the U26s and U21s with the U16s playing
a shorter competition over four days. For those
readers who start to nod off at the end of a duplicate, players in the U26s would have played 340
boards by the end of the competition!
Picture the scene. You've been practising hard for
this tournament for the past two years and you're
up against some of the toughest players in Europe.
The pressure’s on. Can you handle it? The director's
calling you to take your seat and play is about to
begin. You grab a cup of water and pick up your
hand under the watchful eye of your NPC.

N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ AK72
™K62
t 10 5
®AJ74
´ 10 9 5
™753
N
E
tAJ9643
®9

West
Pass
Pass

North
1NT
4™

East
3t
All Pass

South
3™

Partner leads a third best t2 which you win with
your ace, declarer playing the queen. What now?
www.ebu.co.uk

N/S Game.
Dealer East.
´ A2
™ Q 10 8 5
tA63
®6532

Love All.
Dealer West.
´ 65
™ K9
t98
® K Q J 10 7 6 3

West North
2™

Dble

East
1™
3™

South
Pass
?

The clock begins to tick as the
director stands over your
shoulder. What now?
West North
1™
Dble

East
4™

South
?

You look away and before you
realise the third board is on the
table and the bidding has
already reached the four level.
What now?

All three of these boards were real problems faced
by the players in the competition. Let’s see if you did
as well as they did.

Under 26s
Eighteen teams competed in the U26 competition
this year which featured many experienced players.
Some players have not only enjoyed international
success at Junior level but also at Open level which
demonstrated the strength of the competition.
England were represented by the experienced team
of Tom Paske, Shivam Shah, James Paul, Alex
Roberts, Dan McIntosh, Rob Myers, NPC Alan
Shillitoe, Coach Jon Cooke with five of these players
winning world silver medals at U21 level.
The team could not have had a better start to the
competition with a solid win against Bulgaria, a
maximum against a less well known Portuguese side
and a 17.90-2.10 win against archrivals France.
England continued their storming form, extending
their lead at the top of the table when they faced
third-placed Norway in Round 9 from which our
first deal is taken. It was first spotted by David Bird,
to whom many thanks:
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´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ AK72
™K62
t 10 5
®AJ74
J643
´ 10 9 5
N
A8
™753
W
E
K72
tAJ9643
S
Q 10 8 6
®9
´ Q8
™ Q J 10 9 4
tQ8
®K532

Our first deal was a problem faced by a Norwegian
opponent. As you can see, 4™ can be defeated by a
club ruff. Defenders must cash two diamonds
before switching to a club. Declarer can now
attempt to draw trumps but is powerless when West
rises with the ™A to give East his ruff.
A simple one down? Enter James Paul as South.
When East played the tA, he realised the danger
and made the beautiful play of falsecarding the
queen. Now East, who knew from partner’s lead that
declarer held another diamond assumed that this
would be the king. A club switch ended proceedings
as James was able to play three rounds of spades
discarding the t8 from hand for the loss of one
diamond, one trump and a club ruff. Well done if
you found the diamond continuation.
West
Pass
Pass
Pass

North
1NT
2™
4™

East
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
2t
3NT

At the other table, the contract was played the other
way round and Tom Paske led the ®9. Declarer won
this trick in hand and played three rounds of spades
discarding a diamond. When declarer turned his
attention to trumps, Shivam Shah rose with the ace
and led the ®6 for partner to ruff. Tom, acknowledging Shivam’s suit preference signal, underled his
ace playing the t3 to partner’s king for another club
ruff. This was worth 12 IMPs and went towards a 15
IMP win to England.
The U26s continued their fine form, leading the
competition until Day 6 of 7 when a few results did
not go their way. Heavy defeats to Poland, the
eventual winners, and Sweden meant their lead
42 English Bridge October 2015

slipped away and the U26s finished agonisingly out
of the medals in fourth place. Though this was a disappointing result for the players since they led for so
much of the way, this was the best result in this
competition for England for twenty-one years and
they have much to be proud of.

Under 21s
England were represented by Freddie Illingworth,
Ben Norton, Laura Covill, Stephen Kennedy, Sam
Behrens and Nick Dean; NPC Michael Byrne;
Coach Bryony Youngs. In complete contrast to the
U26 side, for five of the six players this would be the
first major championship. The first day was a true
baptism of fire facing tough sides from Italy, Poland,
and defending European and World Champions
Sweden. Three tough matches resulted in three
losses and the team never recovered and finished
thirteenth overall. Despite the disappointing result,
the following hand against Poland nicely
demonstrated the capabilities of the team:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer East.
´ Q96
™ Void
tKQ954
® A 10 9 8 7
K843
´ J 10 7 5
763
™AKJ942
N
W
E
J 10 8 7
t2
S
KJ
®Q4
´ A2
™ Q 10 8 5
tA63
®6532

West

North

2™
All Pass

Dble

East
1™
3™

South
Pass
3NT

Did you find the bold call of 3NT by Ben Norton?
The hand was played twenty-four times in the U21s
and U26s events. Four pairs managed to get to game
but only one pair bid and made 3NT. Ben reasoned
that his aces would help run partner’s five-card suit
and also that his ™10 would be worth a trick. He was
correct on both counts. The defence led a heart to
the king and the jack was returned. Ben won and led
www.ebu.co.uk

a club, ducking the jack. West now played another
heart but in vain for Ben had now wrapped up three
diamond tricks, three club tricks, two heart tricks
and the ace of spades for 600. In the other room,
England were allowed to play in 2™ for -50 and this
was a handsome 11 IMPs to England.

West
1™
Dble

West
North
Channon
1™
Dble

Under 16s
For the first time ever, the European Championships were held at U16 level, requiring players to be
born in this millennium. England were represented
by Daniel Winter, Jack Ronayne, Liam Sanderson,
Isaac Channon, Harry Madden, Oscar Selby; NPC
Paul Barden; Coach David Bakhshi. For the U16s, it
was to be the curse of the morning match with their
only three defeats coming in the morning sessions
of the first three days. The second match of Day 3
saw them face Germany when the following deal
occurred:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer West.
´ J9874
™ Void
tAQ43
®A854
AK3
´ Q 10 2
A Q 10 8 3
™J76542
N
W
E
J 10 7 2
tK65
S
2
®9
´ 65
™K9
t98
® K Q J 10 7 6 3

North
Madden
Dble
All Pass

East
4™

South
Selby
5®

East
South
Sanderson
4™
All Pass

While the German South opted to pass, Oscar Selby
as South elected to bid 5®, which was doubled. West
led a top spade and despite seeing dummy’s fivecard spade suit failed to switch to a diamond. Two
more spade leads meant that Oscar could now ruff
the spades good and discard his diamond loser
losing only two spades for 550. In the other room,
Isaac Channon received a spade lead against 4™
which he won in dummy to play a heart. He guessed
wrong and rose with the ace before exiting a heart.
South now cashed the ®K before playing the t8 to
the ten, queen and king. When the t9 fell on the
next round, declarer’s t7 was good for the tenth
trick and +420 was nicely wrapped up for a big
swing towards the U16s’ biggest win of the event.
On Day 4 the team continued their fine form
scoring a big win in the morning against neighbours
Scotland and another against Norway to finish 4th
overall, only 9 VPs off the winners, Poland (who
they had convincingly beaten!). Although outside
the medals, this was an impressive performance
from a side who had only been formed for six
months. Congratulations to them!
The U26s and U16s now qualify to play in the
World Championships which are to be held in
Salsomaggiore Terme, Italy. The journey for both
teams begins now!
r

Team England
www.ebu.co.uk
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Prize Leads Quiz Answers
Answers to August Problems

click

by Alan Mould
ALL this month’s problems have been sent to me –
problem 1 is from Scottish international John
Matheson, problem 2 from Alan Jones and problem
3 from Malcolm Pryor. My thanks to all of them.

Hand 1
´ AQ843
™ Q2
t K764
® A6
West

North

East

1´
All Pass

2™

Pass

hand.
(c) t4: 5 marks. I cannot see how this is superior to
a spade. You will need to find partner with
something good in diamonds and even then it is
only a couple of tricks you are setting up. This lead
may well need partner to hold tQ-J-x or better to
beat the contract. Still I prefer it to:
(d) ®A: 1 mark. You have a 15 count and the
opposition have sailed into 3NT having found a
major-suit fit. This suggests two balanced hands and
the entire rest of the pack between them. Is it really
likely partner has something like ®K-Q-x-x-x?

South
1™
3NT

HHHHHH
Hand 2
´ AQ2
™ KJ9852
t Q3
® 75

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ´4; (c) t4; (d) ®A.

(a) ´A: 6 marks. This could be right if dummy, for
example, has something like ´J-9 doubleton that
you can squash by then continuing with the ´Q.
The problem is that your pips are not very good at
all so you will need a very precise layout for this. I
thus prefer:
(b) ´4: 10 marks. Fourth highest of your longest
and strongest. And why not? You have almost all of
your side’s assets, so to beat this you need to get
your suit going and that means leading it! At the
table partner had ´J-x and no other high cards and
declarer had ´K-10-x so only a low spade beats the

link

West

North
3®

East
Pass

South
3NT

All Pass

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ™K; (c) ™9/™8/small heart;
(d) tQ.

Quite a good way of thinking about auctions like
these is that they are similar to leading against a
gambling 3NT. Declarer is almost certainly hoping

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master: Howard Rosemarine,

Open:

Chris Shambrook,

Gatley,

Reading,

Cheshire

Berkshire

Sponsored by
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to run dummy’s long suit and therefore is likely to
have enough tricks left to his own devices. I would
thus go with the following:
(a) ´A: 10 marks. This will get an attitude signal
from partner and so will enable you to switch if you
have done the wrong thing. It also stops people
stealing blind from you when they have, say, ´x-x-x.
This may well cost the overtrick but you would be
unlucky if it gave the contract (´K being declarer’s
ninth trick). At the table it was the big winner as
partner had king to seven spades (!) and no other
high cards.
(b) ™K: 6 marks. An attempt to pin the ™Q in
dummy. You will still need partner to have the ™10
though, and you will look very foolish if partner
has, say, ™Q-x or even worse ™A-x! So there are too
many positions where this is wrong and only one
where it is right. Thus, if I was going to lead a heart,
I would go for whichever one my partnership says I
lead from these sorts of combinations:
(c) ™9/™8/small heart: 8 marks. For the reasons
given above. I think it is pretty close between the ´A
and a heart and this is reflected in the marks.
(d) tQ: 2 marks. Opening leads against these kind
of auctions always involve some guesswork but this
seems massively anti-percentage to me, needing
partner to have a good diamond holding.
HHHHHH

3t1
1

North

6´

East

South

1t

1´

Dble

All Pass

Pre-emptive

Choose from: (a) ´2; (b) a heart; (c) tQ; (d) ®Q.

Plenty of action in this auction! You had better get
this lead right or it will be expensive. It is a well
established principle of bidding that a double of a
freely bid slam means one of (a) it is going off and I
don’t care what you lead (my partner once doubled
such a slam holding A-K-J of trumps!) or (b)
Lightner asking for an unusual lead. You are
expected to work on premise (b) as premise (a)
looks after itself. So what is an unusual lead here?
www.ebu.co.uk

Blue
points

REALLY EASY
AUTUMN BREAK

Horwood House Hotel, Nr Milton Keynes

A ‘house party’ with the emphasis on play,
designed for more experienced novice
players. Strictly limited to 36 people.
Bridge fee: £50 payable to EBU
EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or email comps@ebu.co.uk

A bespoke package has been arranged at the
hotel: two nights dinner and B&B with
sandwich lunch on Sunday @ £130 pp
sharing (£166 single occupancy).

EBU Accommodation Booking Service
( 0800 0346 246

Hand 3
´ Q42
™ 10 5 2
t QJ872
® Q 10
West

30th October – 1st November 2015

(a) ´2: 1 mark. Why? How on earth can this be
right? It means declarer picks up the trumps even
on the off chance he was about to get them wrong!
(b) A heart: 10 marks. Your LHO has leapt to slam.
This suggests a source of tricks. Partner has
Lightner-doubled, which is usually a void. Partner’s
void is more likely to be in hearts, both because you
have more of them and because LHO will consider
a suit of A-K-Q-J-x-x as more tricks than A-K-J-xx-x. Hence this is the standout lead in my opinion.
(c) tQ: 3 marks. This is just an insult to partner. If
partner wanted a diamond lead he wouldn’t have
doubled! Still I suppose I prefer it to a trump . . .
(d)®Q: 6 marks. I much prefer this to either a
diamond or a trump, but for the reasons above a
heart is a stand-out. At the table partner held:
´ x ™ Void t A K 10 x x x x ® A 9 x x x

so a heart is +200 and anything else -1660 or -1860. r
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Suit Combinations
‘Balancing’ a Decision

by Andrew Kambites

click
link

IN this series I do not intend to try to list every
possible suit combination. There are simply too
many to list, and with any particular combination
the best play might depend on how many tricks you
need, how many losers you can afford, how many
entries you have or whether one defender is a ‘safe’
hand. Instead I hope to show you how to approach
the task.
How do you play Layouts A and B for four tricks?
Layout A
´ Q 10 5 4 3

Layout B
™ Q 10 9 4 3
N

N
W

W

E

E

should turn your attention to whether you can
succeed on any 4-2 breaks. East holding ™K-8 won’t
help whatever you do, as West still has the guarded
™J. Equally, if East started with two small hearts,
West has two tricks. But if East has ™J-8 then
playing dummy’s ™Q will catch the ™J, leaving the
™10-9 able to force out West’s ™K. The 3-3 breaks
balance each other, but the chance of success if you
play dummy’s ™Q and find East started with ™J-x
has nothing to balance it. Therefore it is correct to
play dummy’s ™Q.
In Layout C you have to play the diamonds for
one loser. How should you play:

S

S

´ A2

™ A2

With A you cash the ´A and continue with the ´2.
West follows with the ´6 and ´7 and East plays the
´8. If West started with ´K-7-6, you must play
dummy’s ´Q. If West started with ´J-7-6, you must
play dummy’s ´10. No other layout gives you any
hope. In the absence of any clues and provided you
believe West to be good enough not to rush in with
the ´K if he has it, it is a pure guess. We say that
´K-7-6 balances ´J-7-6.
With Layout B similar thought processes come to
the same conclusion for 3-3 breaks, so now you

Ralph ChuRney
1931- 2015
Merseyside&CheshireBridgeAssociation
haveannouncedthepassingofRalphChurneyattheageof83.
Ralph won the Gold Cup in 1987, and
wentononrepresentGreatBritaininthe
EuropaCupinDenmarkin1988.Healso
won other major tournaments, including
theTollemacheCup,SilverPlate,National
SwissTeamsandLifeMastersPairs.
He was a Director at Liverpool Bridge
Clubformanyyears.
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i) If you have plenty of entries to the South hand?
ii) If you have only one entry to the South hand?
Layout C
t K J 10 9 8 5 4
N
W

E
S

t32

I will assume that you lead from South and West
follows with the t6.
For both i) and ii) the 2-2 breaks balance. If West
has tA-x you must play dummy’s tK. If West has
tQ-x you must play dummy’s tJ.
How about 3-1 breaks?
a) If West has tA-Q-6 you must play dummy’s
tJ and repeat the finesse.
b) If West has tQ-7-6 and East has the singleton
tA you must play dummy’s tJ and repeat the
finesse.
c) If West has tA-7-6 and East has the singleton
tQ you must rise with dummy’s tK.
In scenario i), where you have plenty of entries, a)
and b) combined outweigh c), making it correct to
finesse the tJ.
However, in scenario ii), where you have used up
your only entry to South to lead the first diamond,
www.ebu.co.uk

it is not worth considering a) and b) because you
have no further entry to South to repeat the finesse.
Therefore the only 3-1 break that allows you to
succeed is c), and there is nothing to balance this.
You should rise with dummy’s tK.
How you play a suit can often depend on how
many tricks you need from that suit. In the next deal
West leads the ´Q against your 3NT and East
discards a club. The scoring is teams of four so you
can totally concentrate on fulfilling your contract
without having to worry about overtricks.

Game All. Dealer South.
´ 8542
™ AQ2
t A65
® K72
N
W

E

or loses. So you should win the ´A at trick one and
immediately take the heart finesse.
There are plenty of combinations where your line
of play depends on how many tricks you need. You
might like to try some. In my early days of bridge I
tried to improve my knowledge by fiddling about
with combinations like those in Layouts D and E,
distributing the missing cards at random and finding what worked. I didn’t always come to a definitive
conclusion but it certainly improved my awareness
of cards.
i) With no entry worries, how should you play
Layout D in no-trumps:
a) for four tricks?
b) for three tricks?
ii) With no entry worries, how should you play E
in no trumps:
a) for three tricks?
b) for two tricks?

S

´
™
t
®

AK7
643
KJ32
A98

You have seven top tricks. You must find another
two from the red suits.
This is all about how you play diamonds. If you
require four diamond tricks, your only chance is to
cash the tA and finesse the tJ. You need East to
hold the tQ and diamonds to break 3-3.
However, suppose you only need three diamond
tricks. Now you can succeed either if diamonds are
3-3 or if East has the tQ. At this stage it is worth
considering whether you can find any additional
chances without losing any of your existing chances.
(I must emphasise the italics: there are plenty of
stories featuring bridge players finding exotic lines
to make a contract if a suit breaks 5-0, only to go
down when it breaks 3-2.) You can indeed succeed
if West started with the doubleton tQ by cashing
the tK, crossing to dummy’s tA and leading
towards your remaining tJ-3.
So you have one line of play to give you a chance
of four diamond tricks, and another line of play
which maximises your prospects of three diamond
tricks but gives you no chance of a fourth. Which do
you choose? The answer is that you will only know
when you have discovered if the heart finesse wins
www.ebu.co.uk

Layout D
´ AJ32

Layout E
™ AJ32
N

N
W

E
S

´ K954

W

E
S

™ 10 6 5 4

i) a) Lead low from hand intending to finesse
dummy’s ´J. You need spades to break 3-2 and
West to have the ´Q.
i) b) You can make certain of three tricks by
cashing dummy’s ´A and leading a spade
towards your ´K-9. If East follows suit, cover
any card East plays as cheaply as possible. If
East fails to follow rise with your ´K and lead
towards the ´J.
ii) a) As good a way as any is to lead the ™4
towards dummy and if West plays low insert
the ™J. On the next round you will cash the
™A. You need a 3-2 heart break and you
succeed if West has ™K-x, ™Q-x, ™K-Q-x or if
either defender has ™K-Q doubleton.
ii) b) You can ensure two tricks on any distribution by cashing the ™A and then leading
the ™2 towards your ™10. If hearts are 3-2 any
sensible line will ensure you make the fourth
round of hearts. If hearts are 4-1 and a defender has a singleton honour, then use the ™J-10
to force out the other honour. If hearts are 4-1
and one defender started with ™K-Q-x-x, then
either your ™10-6-5 or dummy’s ™J-3-2 will
still be sitting over the remaining ™K-Q-x. r
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Great Bridge Disasters

Cold Comfort
HOW, you might wonder, can it be a disaster to win
a twenty-board match by 46 IMPs? May I suggest
that you do not wonder this out loud anywhere in
Sweden for the next several years. This was the final
deal of the Under 26 event in the Junior European
Championships recently concluded in Tromso,
Norway. Game all, dealer West:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

AKQ
62
A5
K Q 10 7 4 2
´
™
t
®

52
J53
98732
J96
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

J 10 9 6 4 3
A K 10 9
Q 10
3

87
Q874
KJ64
A85

Before the final round began, Poland were ahead of
Sweden by 225.14 Victory Points to 223.31. Until
comparatively recently it was difficult to score a
fraction of a Victory Point, let alone a fraction as
complicated as 0.31. But nowadays the VP scale
used in international events – and some events in
England – is based on the work of (among others)
Henry Bethe.
Henry, who sadly died earlier this year, was an
American player who spent many years in England;
his wife Kitty played bridge for Great Britain. He
devised a scale whose primary objective is that every
IMP should count for something towards the final
VP score, and every IMP should count fractionally
less than the one before it. An eminent player and
journalist suggested to me that this was a disaster,
because people would not understand sporting
results presented to two decimal places. As far as he
is concerned, the world record for the 100 metres
stands at nine seconds (and is shared by quite a lot
48 English Bridge October 2015

by David Burn

click
link

of people).
What these VP totals meant in real money was
that Sweden, who were playing Greece, needed to
win their final match by more IMPs than Poland,
who were playing against Turkey, needed to win
theirs. By how many more IMPs exactly nobody
knew, for you see . . . but perhaps we had better get
back to the bridge.
How good a contract is 6´ on the East-West
cards? Well, if the opponents don’t lead a diamond
it is excellent, for West’s clubs are very likely to
provide all the extra tricks that declarer will need. If
they do lead a diamond, from which side would you
like to play the contract without looking at the
North-South hands?
The answer to that is East, because if South leads
a diamond you just have to play low and hope it’s
from the king – no thinking, no guessing, no
agonising. If you are West on the other hand, you
will suffer horribly when North leads a diamond,
feeling that the destiny of the contract and perhaps
the tournament has fallen into your hands.
In the August issue Andrew Robson advised you
to bid slams rarely but fast – that is, without giving
away information in the auction. The juniors all
ignored him, as juniors will. The Turkish East-West
took five rounds of bidding to reach 6´, during
which every suit except diamonds had either been
bid naturally or cue-bid. South led a diamond. East,
declarer, played low and prayed high. The Polish
East-West took six rounds, during which every suit
had been bid but the only diamond bid was artificial
and said nothing about the suit. South also led a
diamond. East also ducked with fingers crossed.
Both declarers made the slam in comfort. No one
scored any IMPs, and the Poles won their match by
33 IMPs.
Now it was time for the computers. As the diligent
reader will have gathered, first you have to convert
33 IMPs to VPs – it comes to 16.66, which gave
Poland a final total of 241.80. Then you have to
subtract Sweden’s total before the match started to
give 18.49. Finally, you have to look at the scale
www.ebu.co.uk

again to determine how many IMPs Sweden needed
to give them that number of VPs. That answer, as it
happened, was 49.
When the last board appeared, Sweden were
ahead by 63. If Greece didn’t bid a slam, it didn’t
matter what Sweden did – even if they bid one and
went down, they would lose only 13 IMPs. But
Greece did bid a slam, and East did end up as
declarer. Now if Sweden didn’t bid a slam, they
would still win the tournament. But Sweden did bid
a slam. No matter, you might think – that would just
win them the tournament by a wider margin.
Whereas everyone else had started the auction
with 1® by West and 1´ by East, the Swedes were
using the increasingly popular system of transfer
responses to an opening 1®. West made that
opening, East bid 1™, West bid 1´ and after four
more rounds of bidding during which no one
mentioned diamonds North led one against 6´ by
West. Mikael Gronkvist will in later years be grateful
for one small mercy: it wasn’t possible to guess
correctly. 17 IMPs to Greece and the gold medal to
r
Poland.

www.ebu.co.uk
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Your Questions Answered

Opening Strong Hands
DEAR Frances, Occasionally I see, or read about,
hands that I would open with 2® but top
players open with a one-level bid. Could you
please highlight the pros and cons of different
approaches? (Jerry Fitzpatrick, Surrey)

When to open with a strong bid and when to open
at the one level is partly a question of partnership
style: the top players do not always treat big hands
in the same way. However, there is some definite
best practice, and a few principles worth discussing
with your partner.

click

by Frances Hinden

link

You could miss a grand slam by opening 2NT
opposite Hand C as the power of the club fit and
doubleton diamond is unknown. What is more,
partner will make a slam try with Hand D and the
four level (whether 4´ or 4NT) is not safe. If you
have a conventional way of showing a strong hand
with long clubs after opening 1®, that is a better
approach but overall opening 2NT will work more
often than not.
Stronger balanced hands
Hand E
with a long minor can afford
´ A4
to open 2®, rebid the minor
™ K3
then bid 3NT: hands such as
tA2
Hand E are a genuine game
®AKQ7642
force.

Balanced Hands
Distributional Hands
Strong balanced hands (4-3-3-3, 4-4-3-2, 5-3-3-2)
are easy: count up your points and bid appropriately. In Acol, an opening 2NT is 20-22, 2® then a
2NT rebid is 23-24 HCP, and 2® followed by 3NT is
any 25+. There are a number of conventional
schemes to avoid jumping to 3NT but if you want to
keep it simple, then it is wise to jump to 3NT only
on 4-3-3-3 or 4-4-3-2 shapes, otherwise rebid in
your five-card suit. Faute de mieux, most pairs also
treat 4-4-4-1 hands as balanced.
Strong 6-3-2-2s with a long
Hand A
minor are awkward because they
´ K3
have more playing strength than
™ A8
the point count suggests, but
tA92
risk getting too high opposite a
® A K 10 9 6 5
misfit. A hand such as Hand A is
worth 2NT; 3NT will often make
opposite a hand that might pass 1® such as Hand B:

Hand B
´ Q52
™ J 10 6
t8653
®Q87

Hand C
´ AQ52
™7654
tK3
®Q84
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Hand D
´ A 10 6 4 2
™ J93
t KQ64
® 8

The traditional definition of a 2® opening was ‘23+
HCP balanced or nine playing tricks’ but that isn’t
always enough. I recommend playing that (unless
partner passes your 2NT rebid) a 2® opening is
forcing to game. An unbalanced hand with a long
minor needs more than nine tricks to force to game.
It is also exceptionally rare for a one-minor opening
to be passed out, so the risk of opening at the one
level is small.
As an example, I would
Hand F
open Hand F with 1® because
´3
if partner finds a response I
™ A3
can comfortably reverse into
tAK85
2t to establish a forcing
®AKQJ74
auction. A 2® opening has
two major risks: opponents
bid and raise spades before I have shown anything
about my hand or we have an uncontested auction
starting 2® – 2t – 3® – 3™ and I don’t know if 3NT
is making or if I should bid
Hand G
my diamond suit. It’s also
´ Void
possible we have no game on.
™ A3
Strengthen the hand to Hand
tAKJ8
G and, even though it cannot
®AKQ7432
quite underwrite 5®, it’s too
www.ebu.co.uk

strong to do anything other than open 2®.
Strong hands with a major need less to make
game, but the advantage of waiting for a real rockcrusher before opening 2® is that partner knows
that one or two good cards are all that is needed for
slam to be good.
A hand such as Hand H can
Hand H
be described well by opening
´ A K Q 10 8 6 3
1´ and rebidding 4´ over a
™ AK2
1NT response and 3´
tK3
(forcing) over a new suit.
®2
Alternatively, if you have a
way of showing an Acol Two
in a major, you can certainly save up the 2® opening
for the really strong hands.
Three-suiters are very hard
Hand I
to bid. Consider Hand I: after
´3
2® – 2t – 3t – 3´ you
™ AK52
simply have no room to look
tAKQ76
for a heart fit, a club fit and
®AQ2
stop in 3NT. I would open
that hand 1t: if it really does
end the auction, it is possible that we have missed
game but if partner responds with 1´ or 1NT there
is room to reverse into hearts and then look for a
club fit, as shown below:

´
™
t
®

3
AK52
AKQ76
AQ2

W

E

´
™
t
®

A9752
6
52
K 10 8 7 5

7® is playable and 6® is comfortable. A possible
natural auction is:
West
1t
2™
3®
6®

East
1´
2NT
4®
Pass

Two-suiters can also be a challenge. I have a simple
guideline for when to open a two-suiter with 2®: if
partner passes a one-level opening, can I have
missed slam in my second suit? I am also more
likely to open 2® if one of my suits is spades and if
the opponents are vulnerable (in both cases opponents are less likely to get involved in the auction).
I open 1™ on Hand J. The auction after a 2®
opening is awkward if partner has diamonds: 2® –
www.ebu.co.uk

2t – 2™ – 3t – ? Introducing the club suit goes
above 3NT which may be the last making game
(and there may not be any making game).

Hand J
´ K53
™AK532
t Void
®AKQ42

Hand K
´ AKQ53
™ Void
tAK532
®A64

However, I open 2® with
Hand L
Hand K. It is true that I can
´ 42
show all three suits more
™ 765
easily if partner responds to a
t J 10 9 8 7 6
1´ opening, but this is a hand
®32
where we could play in 1´
with a grand slam making if
partner holds something like Hand L. I am also
more comfortable forcing to 4´ opposite no fit with
such a good suit.
In summary:
Don’t open 2® just because you have a lot of
points. Think about how the auction may
develop.
In a regular partnership, try and agree methods
so that you avoid showing hands with a long
minor as ‘balanced’. That either understates
their playing strength or overstates their high
cards.
Don’t open at the one level if you may be left to
play there with slam making in your second
r
suit.

•
•
•

OVERSEAS SCANDAL
BOYE Brogeland, Allan Graves, Espen
Lindqvist, and Richie Schwartz have offered
to vacate three prestigious titles they won at
American competitions in the last two years.
They have said it is the correct course of
action as they believe their team-mates, the
Israeli internationals Lotan Fisher and Ron
Schwartz, have been cheating.
You can read more about it on the click
BridgeWinners website, or in the Daily link
Telegraph.
Boye Brogeland has published his analysis
of the situation in http://bridgecheaters.com/
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EBU SHOP GIFT IDEAS

Notepads £1.75 t Mugs £6.49 t Coasters £2.50
t Pens £2.75 t Pencils 60p t Twin-Pack Cards £10.98
t Bridge Quiz Challenge £10
t Rubber Bridge Score-pads £2.99
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EBU SHOP SPECIALS

Bidding Buddies (red, green or black) £17.50 (set of 4)
t EBU0021 Scorecards & Conventions £20 per 1000
t EBU0011 Scorecards – 49 Boards Teams £20 per 1000
t EBU Playing Cards £12 per dozen
( 01296 397851 / 317200 E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk
or shop online at www.ebu.co.uk/shop
Prices do not include p&p, but include VAT. No discounts.
(New reduced postage rate for heavier items – see website for details)
Offers end 31st October 2015
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Advanced Defence
The Suit-preference Signal Part I by Neil Rosen
OVER this and the next article I shall look in depth
at an absolutely vital part of defence: the Suitpreference Signal.
Originally devised by an American, Hy Lavinthal,
in the 1930s, the basic premise is that at certain
times you can signal to partner which suit you
would like him to play next. The principles behind
this were picked up on by Herb McKenney also, so
those of you familiar with McKenney Discards will
be familiar with the concepts involved.
Let us start with a fairly ordinary defensive problem. After the auction below:
West

North
1t
4™

Pass

East
1´
All Pass

´
™
t
®

963
862
5
Q86432

K84
AQ75
KQJ86
7

N
W

So, you have led your diamond, and lo and behold
partner produces the ace and returns one for you to
ruff. Can you do even better?
Yes, remembering the bidding, you now play a
spade to partner’s ace and he gives you a second
diamond ruff to defeat the contract by one trick.
You sit back with a warm glow at a job well done.
One off!
But wait a minute . . . not so fast . . . the actual deal
was as follows:
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´
™
t
®

963
862
5
Q86432
´
™
t
®
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K84
AQ75
KQJ86
7
N
E

W
S

´
™
t
®

Q J 10 7 2
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As West you decide to start proceedings by leading
your singleton diamond instead of playing partner’s
suit and this is what you see:
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So if you did indeed return a spade, declarer would
win, draw trumps and claim his 4™ contract. If
instead you had played a club, partner could have
won and given you a second diamond ruff to defeat
the contract. ‘How frustrating, you didn’t have the
ace of spades for your bid,’ is the type of comment I
often hear at the table after a missed opportunity
like this.
So how do you determine whether to play a spade
or a club back? The answer lies with suit-preference
signals.
The principle here is that in an obvious ruffing
situation [nothing could be more obvious to tell you
the truth, since a) you haven’t led partner’s suit and
b) you have chosen to lead the first suit bid by the
opponents], the size of the card which partner
returns for you to ruff gives you an indication of
which suit he would like you to play next after you
have won the trick by ruffing.
If partner returns a low diamond, he is asking you
to return the lower remaining suit excluding the
trump suit and the led suit (clubs not spades, in our
example hand).
If he returns a high diamond, he is asking for the
higher remaining suit (spades not clubs).
So when partner gives you your diamond ruff you
should watch eagle-eyed since by returning the t3
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on this occasion he will be asking you to return a
club and not a spade as would have been suggested
by the bidding.

Neutral Signalling
Sometimes, of course, poor old partner does not
have a side-entry and therefore has no great desire
to signal for one suit or another. The principle is
that a high card or a low card acts as a suitpreference signal, so with no great desire for a given
suit partner should play back a ‘middle’ card to
suggest no great choice. Needless to say, it is not
always easy to be sure, which is why these things
must be practised at the table to become familiar
with how they really work.
As always with signalling, I recommend that
playing a high card is always a signal whereas
playing a low card might be a signal for a lower suit
or might simply be your neutral message with no
preference and no middle card to play.
One further technical aspect for the more advanced partnerships is that sometimes you should
signal simply to stop partner from finding a
seemingly obvious switch which may prove fatal to
the defence.
If dummy has a weak side suit (say, three small
cards) and that suit is also your own weakness, as
East you should expect that partner, West, would
as a matter of routine be switching to it once he
scored his ruff at trick two. In this instance, it
might well be advisable to give a suit-preference
signal for a different suit (even with nothing
special in the suit you signal for) simply to deflect
partner from switching to the suit which is both
dummy’s and your own weakness. This style of
signalling can also occur with discards as well,
where you simply invoke common sense to try to
give partner a helping hand towards a successful
defence.

To summarise: ‘In obvious ruffing situations’
the return of a high card calls for the higher
ranking of the remaining suits, whereas the
return of a low card calls for the return of the
lower ranking of the remaining suits.

Next time I will look at how suit-preference signals
can be applied in the middle of the play and not just
in obvious ruffing situations.
r
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CLUB PLAYER’S
BIDDING QUIZ
ON each of the following problems, you are
West. What should you bid with each hand on
the given auction at Pairs, Love All?
click
Julian Pottage gives his answers on
link
page 62.
Hand 1
´ J983
™ A8532
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®J742
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E
1t

S
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1™
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Hand 3
´ 64
™962
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®Q9842
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N
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E
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Hand 4
´ AK42
™AK965
t 10 5 3 2
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Hand 2
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® A 10 8 7 5 4

W
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Hand 5
´ AQJ8763
™84
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® Q972

W

Hand 6
´ Q5
™A
tAQJ53
®A7642

W
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?

?
* Hearts and a minor
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The Two-minute Interview

by Peter Stockdale

Sir Chris Bonington
Mountaineer Chris Bonington (CVO, CBE, DL ) is one of the great explorers of modern times. His career has included nineteen
expeditions to the Himalayas, including four to Mount Everest and the first ascent of the south face of Annapurna.
How did you start playing bridge?
I started playing in the late ’60s. I had previously
played a lot of poker, and often with a group that
included film directors with incomes ten times
mine – that was a scary business. I learnt my bridge
on expeditions from fellow climbers, particularly
from a great climbing friend, Graham Little. Graham
was a good player, and had a photographic memory
so could remember every card – after each hand he
could tell us where we’d gone wrong to help teach us.

What skills are common to playing bridge and
climbing?
When playing bridge you’ve got to plan ahead, just
as with climbing. You plan ahead the whole time.
Not just the next move, but the ones after that –
planning where you are going and making sure you
are in the right position. Leading big expeditions, as
I have on Everest, takes very full and careful planning. Also in both you have to really concentrate –
that process in bridge offers a real therapeutic value.

What is your experience of
more competitive bridge?
I never had much chance
for ‘club’ bridge due to my
other commitments, but it
is something I would very
much like to do in future to
keep my mind active.
I once lectured on the
QEII, and there was a bridge
club. We started against a
Photo: Chris Bonington Picture Library
couple who discussed conL to R: Chris Bonington, Rob Ferguson and
ventions with great preciJim Lowther playing bridge on a natural table
sion and speed. We were
on their Greenland 1993 Expedition.
very impressed, and confesHas it always been happy?
You don’t want to be trapped in a tent with sed to being quite inexperienced and nervous, but
they just looked down their noses at us. They were
someone if you’ve argued over a hand.
Absolutely true. I remember on one expedition, one the only pair we beat and doing so made our evening.
member could play bridge, but never took it
seriously – he almost seemed to enjoy making What do you think of the current efforts to have
mistakes. As I’m very competitive, I confess I did bridge recognised as a sport?
lose my temper – I can understand why people have I wouldn’t agree with it, as I believe that sport
should be ‘physical’. But I do think bridge and chess
been shot playing bridge.
are activities that are hugely important, and should
Have any ‘locals’ played with you on an expedition? be encouraged. I think we should be questioning the
No, just those in the expedition party. In Nepal values and priorities of government and society in
particularly, they are passionate card players. The relation to these activities – if this action is
porters, when resting, will all be playing card games, necessary to get better exposure and funding, then I
but none have shown an interest in playing bridge. think it is a sad reflection on our society.
r
What is the appeal of
playing bridge on an
expedition?
The beauty is that all you
need is a pack of cards. It
weighs virtually nothing –
less than a paperback – and
can give you hours of
pleasure. So, you may be
caught in a storm, but you
can have two or three days,
trapped in a tent, happily
playing bridge.
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COUNTY NEWS
You will find your County’s ‘Local Results’ (if submitted) and obituaries (in our ‘In Memoriam’
column) in the online magazine (page 66 onwards). These pages are also available as a standalone pdf in the English Bridge Section of the website and at www.ebu.co.uk/ click
documents/magazine/county-extra.pdf. We would also encourage you to visit your County link
website for up-to-date news and results. The websites are given in each county report.
Avon
www.avoncba.org.uk
TIM Brierley, Robert Covill, David Jones and
Steve Tomlinson have made it through to the
quarter-final of the NICKO, while the team
of Peter Shelley, Alan Williams, Mike Letts
and Andrew Urbanski have reached the
quarter-final of the Silver Plate. Trevor Ward
and Rob Lawy are in a team which has reached the final of the
Gerard Faulkner Salver.
In the Gloucester/Hereford Green Point Swiss Pairs Peter
Shelley and his partner came 4th, while Mary McKenzie and
Gerry Gowling were 5th. In the East/West Wales Swiss Teams
Tony Gammon, Sue O’Hara, Peter Shelley and Nelson
Stephens came 4th.

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
DAVID Woulds and Janis Maurins were 2nd= in
the BBA GP Swiss Pairs in June. John Neville and
Richard Chester were 11th nationally in the
EBU Sim Pairs on 29th July, playing at Leverstock Green BC.
At the Scarborough Summer Congress, four of the 46 teams
competing in the Multiple Teams featured Bedfordshire
players and all made it through to the A Final; Iain Roberts –
Alan Oddie, playing with Giles and Gabriel Ip of Norfolk,
finished 4th. Iain Roberts – Alan Oddie were also 9th= in the
Swiss Pairs as was Ron Davis, partnering Bill Taylor of
Hampshire.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
CONGRATULATIONS to Dan McIntosh on coming 4th in the Junior European Championships – the
best result England has had in the U26 event for the
last twenty-one years (see pages 41-42).
Also congratulations to Dan McIntosh – Robert Myers on
winning the North Wales Swiss Pairs.

Cornwall
www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
IT is good to see our new, slimline, chairman,
Mike Booth, back at the bridge table after a
lengthy spell in hospital.
Viv Mably, who now plays most of her bridge
in Exeter, has been promoted to the rank of Life Master. She
has also become the first Cornish player to be awarded a Gold
point, for her performance at the Brighton Congress. Many
congratulations.
Congratulations also to Rod Bell – Stephen Crouch, who
were 3rd nationally in the British Summer Sim Pairs, playing
at Helston on the Tuesday evening. They scored an excellent
70.94%. Bill Adams – Audrey Barker, playing at Carnon
Downs, were 6th with 68.01%.
Diary dates: Oct 11, Mixed Pairs, Ladock. Oct 25, Swiss
Teams, Penzance. Nov 8, Mixed Teams of Four, Ladock. Nov
29, Bodmin Swiss Pairs, Lanhydrock Golf Club.

Derbyshire
www.bridgewebs.com/derbyshire
DERBYSHIRE’S Harry Madden played in the
England U16 team that finished 4th in the recent
European Junior Championships. They were only
9 VPs behind the winners Poland whom they
convincingly beat on the first day (see pages 41-43).

Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
BERKS & Bucks players were well represented in
the Summer Seniors’ Congress held at Eastbourne
in July. Heather and Matthew Tan were 3rd in the
Championship Pairs A Final, just behind Celia
and Derek Oram in 2nd place. In the Swiss Teams,
Colin Simpson was in a team in 9th place, with Heather and
Matthew Tan (playing with Sue and Richard Millard) tying
with Phil Thornton and Bob Holder (playing with R Proctor
and M Robinson) both in 14th place.
At the Brighton Summer Meeting, Andrew Murphy (playing
with Simon Cope) took 1st place in the Open Pairs on August
18. Ed Scerri – Dick Davey came 18th in the Swiss Pairs.
At the AGM Anders Wallen left the committee after many
years of service and his place as treasurer is taken by Joyce
Baldock. Tony Aston was appointed to the committee.
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Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
DEVON’S C team of Gwen Watkins, Stephen
Rafferty, Jeanine Keith, Roger Gowland, George
Delafield, Bill Luscombe, Betty Golding and
Andrew Leslie won the Inter-league Finals for
the winners of all the C divisions of the regional leagues.
Devon players did well at the Riviera Congress: Richard
Lingham, Ann Slee, Ruth Edmondson and Brigid McElroy
were 2nd in the Swiss Teams; Warner Solomon – Peter Bowles
were 2nd in the Swiss Pairs, Alison Pollok – Ian Walsh 4th and
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Stefan Lindfors – Miles Cowling 5th=.
At the (last) Brighton Summer Meeting Michael Hamon
was 3rd in the Midweek Pairs Championship with Gad
Chadha, and Warner Solomon was 2nd in the Seniors’ Pairs A
Final with Mike Fithyan.
Diary dates: entries are soon due for the Devon Teams
(Western Morning News) – two matches guaranteed at dates
to suit the teams. Full details of all events and results are on
the website.

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
CONGRATULATIONS to Helen Ackroyd who
has achieved the rank of Grand Master.
Dorset Green-pointed Teams: 1. Miles Cowling,
Dave Huggett, Steve Preston and Jeremy Baker; 2. Krzysztof
Ginda, Mark Hooper, Phil Norman and Christine Bradley;
3. James and Shirley Dutton, Geoff Fogg and Sue Hands.
Dorset Green-pointed Pairs: 1. Miles Cowling – Mike Pownall,
2. Edward Leatham – Nick Forrest, 3. Barry Tobutt – Jenny
Ashby. Riviera Congress: Mark Hooper, Ron Heath, Alan
Wilson and A. Allerston finished 10th in the Teams. EBU
Summer Seniors’ Congress: Janet Smith – Alan Wilson
qualified for the B Final.
Diary dates: Sun Oct 11, Boston Cup, Swiss Teams,
1.45pm, Shaftesbury Bridge Club. Sun Nov 1st, Flemmich
Cup, Blue-pointed Swiss Teams, 2pm, Allendale Bridge Club,
Wimborne. Mon Dec 7, Weymouth & Hardwick Cups,
Multiple Teams, 7pm, Weymouth Bridge Club.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
Congratulations to all of the following: Kent GP
Swiss Teams: 6th, Pat Johnson, Peter Scotting, Tony
Verran and Brian Gladman. Summer Seniors
Eastbourne: Championship Pairs ‘B’ Final: 3rd, Alan
Cohen – Richard Register; Swiss Teams: 7th, Richard Register,
Alan Cohen, Richard Perryman, Mike Wren. Essex/Herts GP
Weekend: Pairs: 7th=, Robert Elliott – Peter Oake; Teams:
4th=, Paul and Val Mollison, Bernie Hunt, Brian Davies; also
Alan Mayo and team; 6th=, Chris Taylor, David Wing, Albert
Kitchin, David Clark. Scarborough Congress: Swiss Pairs: 8th,
Chris Chorley – Paddy Murray.
Simultaneous Pairs: EBED Spring Pairs: Tue: 3rd, Ted
Cockle – Tony Philpott; Wed: 5th, Marc Chawner – Paul
Spencer; Thurs: 3rd, Andrew Mundy – Paul Cast, 12th: Sandy
Lambert – Pat Taylor. Kidney Research Pairs: 6th, Peter Oake –
Frank Morrison; 10th, Phil Mattacks – Ken Rolph.
Diary dates: Oct 16, Really Easy Afternoon. Oct 25,
Fletcher Trophy & Cup for Clubs. Oct 28, Autumn Seniors.
Nov 15, Tony Kelvin Teams. Dec 6, Mixed Pairs.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
A DONATION of £1,600 was made to Hampshire
Air Ambulance at the end of last season. This was
our ‘charity of the year’.
Brighton Summer Meeting: 3rd in the Swiss Pairs,
Andy Hughes – Jeremy Dhondy; 2nd in the Seniors’ Pairs A
Final, Mike Fithyan – Warner Solomon. Summer Seniors
Congress Eastbourne: 1st in the Swiss Pairs B final, John Jones
– Adrian Fontes. Riviera Congress: 3rd in the Swiss Teams, Bill
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Taylor and John Dakin. Dorset GP Swiss Teams, 1st, Miles
Cowling, Dave Huggett, Steve Preston and Jeremy Baker.
Dorset GP Swiss Pairs: 1st, Miles Cowling – Mike Pownall; 3rd,
Barry Tobutt – Jenny Ashby.
In the national k/o competitions, four Hampshire teams
are through to the quarter-finals. Crockfords: Tim Smith.
Crockfords Plate: Andy Hughes and Jeremy Baker. NICKO:
Petersfield.
Dave Huggett is holding a special charity seminar on ‘All
about overcalling’ at Winchester Tennis Club on November 15
at 3pm. This is in aid of ‘Help for Heroes’.

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
IN the Gloucestershire and Herefordshire Green Point Event, the
Swiss Pairs was won by David Thomas – Jimmy Ledger; 2nd
were Carmen Ruiz-Castell – David Southcombe, with Barry
and Beth Wennell 3rd. The Non-expert Prize was won by
Margaret and Peter Randell.
In the Swiss Teams, the winners were Martin Garvey, Alan
Wearmouth, Tony Hill and Steve Evans; 2nd were Judith and
Allan Sanis, Tony Letts and Brian Goalby, and 3rd Philip
Howard, Dave Latchem, Richard Sampter and Andrew Parkes.
The Non-expert Prize was won by Ken and Diana Vowles,
Mike and Maggie Appleton.
Full results of all county competitions are on our website.
Diary dates: Oct 17, No Fear Teams (restricted), 1.30pm,
Wellington Heath. Nov 13, Inter-club Teams Round 2, 7pm,
Ledbury.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to our B Squad who
won their division of the final of the National
Inter-county League Final. The team was;
Karima Basse, Roy Button (capt.), Fiona and
Paul Littlewood, Maria Budd, Malcolm Harris,
Roger Edmonds and David Stimson.
County v Cambs & Hunts: another clean sweep for the
county against Cambs & Hunts in July. The A team won 14-6,
the B team won 18-2, the C team won 20-0.
A Café Bridge event in Hitchin was organized by Margaret
and Bernard Eddleston. This went very well and everyone
enjoyed themselves. We had 18 tables and were turning people
away. People who came were not all regular club attendees but
people who play more social bridge. We had a range from
unranked players to Grand Masters (report in the next issue).

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to everyone who has
been successful over the summer competition
season. Brighton Summer Congress: Monica
Aitken, Angela Treen, Rodney Meredith and
Chris Morgan were 2nd in the Bracketed Teams A
Final; Brian Crack, Shirley Goldwin, Diana Avis and Colin
Wilson won the Bracketed Teams B Final. Torquay Riviera
Congress: in the Swiss Teams, Bill Gardner’s team won all
seven matches to take the title; in the Swiss Pairs, Michael
Hampton – John Amor were undefeated in all twelve matches,
winning ten and drawing two, to take the title by an emphatic
margin of 26 VPs.
July EBU Sim Pairs: the Monday event was won by Frank
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Wright – Mary Lee (Dover BC) and the Wednesday event by
Nicky Adamson – Malcolm Lewis (Broadstairs BC).
‘The History of the KCBA’ – people and cup winners, is now
up in the Archive section of the website. Contact Phil Jones or
Gerald Soper if you have any information they can add.

Lancashire
www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
CONGRATULATIONS go to Marianne Farr and
Mike Nicholson who comprised half the winning
team in the Manchester GP Swiss Teams at
Altrincham.
Cumbria defeated Lancashire by 18 IMPs in the Pearse
McNamara Trophy held at Lytham Bridge Club.
In the first round of the Northern Bridge League, Lancashire
A finished third out of six teams, Lancashire B first out of
eight teams and Lancashire C second out of seven teams.
Diary dates: Oct 3-4, Great Northern Swiss Pairs, Leeds.
Oct 10, Northern Bridge League, Round 4. Oct 24, LCBA
Congress Swiss Pairs, Bolton Bridge Club. Oct 25, LCBA
Congress Swiss Teams, Blackburn Bridge Club. Nov 8, Pendle
Witch Pairs, Brierfield Bridge Club. Nov 15, Foundation Cup
Swiss Teams, Blackburn Bridge Club. Dec 6, Lytham Rose
Bowl, Lytham Bridge Club.

Leicestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
CONGRATULATIONS to Ben Norton from
the Loughborough Bridge Club, who played for
the England Under 21 Team in the European
Junior Championships (see pages 41-43).
Congratulations also to the Loughborough Club which
recently celebrated the 60th Anniversary of its foundation.
Diary dates: Oct 7, Otto & Edith Mixed Pairs, County
Club. Oct 11, Midland League vs Oxfordshire, away. Oct 21,
Stanley Trophy Round 2, Glenfield. Nov 1st, Midland League
vs Derbyshire, Greenfields. Nov 4, Leicestershire Cup Round
1, Rothley. Nov 18, Stanley Trophy Round 3, Glenfield. Dec 2,
Josephs Bowl Round 1, Rothley. Dec 6, Midland League vs
Gloucestershire, away.

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
AFTER the 2015 AGM the officials of the county remain the
same. Please remember that entries have to be received by the
Competition Secretary at least seven days before the event.
Diary dates: Sun, Oct 11, Allcomers Duplicate Pairs,
11.30am, City of Lincoln Club; cost is £5 per player. Sun, Nov
1st, County Swiss Teams, 11.30am, Scunthorpe Bridge Club;
cost is £50 per team which includes a buffet meal. Sun, Nov
29, Ghost Pairs, 1.30pm, Dunholme Village Hall; cost is £5 per
player. Light refreshments will be available at County events.

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
AT Brighton, many congratulations to Kieran
Dyke and Andrew Bannock, equal first in the
Pairs; Toby Nonnenmacher – Michael Alishaw,
2nd, and Nick Dean, 3rd, in the Under-25 Pairs;
David Gold, 1st and Mike and Carrie Eden, 2nd, in the Playwith-an-Expert Pairs; Ewa Kater – Tom Townsend, 2nd, and
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Gad Chadha, 3rd, in the GCH Fox Trophy.
Also well done to Phil King – Rob Sheehan, losing Hubert
Phillips finalists; Mike Bell, 1st in the Riviera Congress Swiss
Teams; Bernard and Kitty Teltscher and Willie Coyle, 1st, and
David Ould, 2nd, in the Summer Seniors’ Swiss Teams; Ben
Green, 2nd in the Teams A Final and Anne Catchpole – David
Schiff, 1st in the Consolation Teams at Scarborough; Dessy
Malakova – Shahzaad Natt, 3rd in the B&B GP Swiss Teams.
Diary dates: Oct 25, Men’s & Women’s IMP Pairs, 1pm. Jan
31, Palmer Bayer No Fear Pairs, 1pm. Feb 7, Championship
Teams for the Ian Gardiner Trophy, 11.30am – all at YCBC.

Manchester
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
MANCHESTER won the National County
Teams of Eight A Division Final. Well done to
John Holland, Gary Hyett, Michael Byrne,
Michael Newman, Rodney Lighton, John
Currie, Alec Smalley and Tom Slater.
EBU Summer Congress Scarborough: for the second year
running John Holland and Alan Mould won the Teams
playing with Bill Hirst and EBU Chairman Jeremy Dhondy,
then completed the double by winning the Swiss Pairs.
Michelle Brunner Memorial Trophy: eighteen teams played
in this annual event and raised over £1,650 for the Christie
Hospital and St Anne’s Hospice. The winners were Sally
Brock, Alan Mould, Michael Newman and Neil Thomas.
Brighton: congratulations to Michael Byrne who won the
Swiss Pairs playing with Kieran Dyke of London. Also well
done to Sean Mekie on winning the Under-25 Pairs Championship.
Diary dates: Sun Nov 1, Manchester Intermediate Pairs,
1.30pm, St Peters Assembly Rooms, Hale; entries to Barbara
Lewis babsandalec@dsl.pipex.com. Sun Dec 6, Ben Franks
Pairs, 1.30pm, Manchester Bridge Club.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
THE President’s Cup, which David Stevenson
organises on behalf of the county, is
becoming increasingly popular. This year
teams from thirteen counties entered.
Yorkshire won, and we were fourth.
Well done to Julian Merrill’s team who have reached the
Crockford’s Plate Final.
In the Bill Hughes Simultaneous Pairs (another event that is
expanding under David Stevenson’s stewardship) locals Liz
Commins – Paddy Murphy finished 2nd of the 848 pairs who
took part.
Diary dates: Oct 10, NBL Round 4. Oct 18, Chester Bowl
(charity pairs), Deva BC. Nov 1st, Merseyside Cup. Nov 29,
Waterworth Cup (county pairs).

North East
www.neba.co.uk
A TREMENDOUS performance by Val Gibson’s
team brought the EBU Hubert Phillips Bowl to the
North East for only the second time since its
inception in 1937 (previous occasion 1993).
Congratulations go to Val Gibson, John Atthey, Bill March
and Clive Owen who defeated the team of Sally Brock, Phil
King, Robert Sheehan and Barry Myers in an extremely close
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contest over 60 boards. Further congratulations go to Clive
Owen who, with partner Damian Hassan and Charles and Di
Outred (from Scotland), won the Championship Teams event
at the SBU Summer Congress.
A hearty well done goes to Gianna Ulyatt for her successful
initiative in bringing bridge lessons to sixty Year Two children
at St Margaret’s CE Primary School in Durham.
Diary date: the 2015 NEBA Congress is again to be held in
the splendid bridge facility at the Marriott Metro-Centre
Hotel on November 6-8. Both main events, the Saturday Swiss
Pairs and Sunday Swiss Teams, will be green pointed.

Northamptonshire
www.bridgewebs.com/northants/
NINETEEN tables competed in the bluepointed Swiss Pairs. The winners were Derek
and Celia Oram; 2nd were Jim and Susan
Deacon who were awarded the Murchie Lerner
Trophy for the highest-placed Northants mixed pair.
In the Eastern Counties League match against Hertfordshire
all three teams lost, the A team 4-16, the B team 6-14 and the
C team 8-12. Against Bedfordshire the A team lost 2-18, the B
team won 19-1 and the C team won 16-4.
The C team played in the National Inter-county Final. In a
very tight finish they were third, only 4 VPs behind first place.
Diary dates: Sat, Oct 10, Saturday Winter League,
Stamford. Wed, Oct 21, Wednesday Winter League,
Northampton. Sun, Oct 26, Lakeland Trophy, Stamford. Sun,
Oct 25, Kettering Trophy, Kettering. Sat, Nov 14, Saturday
Winter League, Stamford. Wed, Nov 18, Wednesday Winter
League, Northampton. Sun, Dec 6, Porch Trophy, Kettering.

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
AT the EBU Brighton Summer Meeting, Laura
Covill won the first Friday Speedball; Rob Dixon
was 3rd in the Sunday Open Teams and Tim
Dickinson was 4th in the Tuesday Championship
Pairs.
Congratulations to Abbey Smith and Robert Procter’s team
on winning the Essex & Hertfordshire Swiss Teams.
At the Berks & Bucks Green-pointed Weekend, Debbie
Roberts – Geoff Nicholas were joint 2nd in the Swiss Pairs.
Chris Cooper’s team were 3rd in the Multiple Teams A Final
at the EBU Scarborough Summer Congress. Rob Dixon’s team
were 4th in the B Final and he was in joint 5th place in the
Swiss Pairs.
David Southcombe came 2nd in the Gloucestershire &
Hereford Swiss Pairs and joint 5th in the Swiss Teams in the
East & West Wales Congress.
Trevor Dawn & Robert Gasser came 3rd in the Monday
heat of the EBU British Summer Simultaneous Pairs.
Diary dates: Mon, Nov 16, OBA Management Committee.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Donne Hoong and Pip
Duncan for being in the winning Swiss Team in the
Scottish Bridge Union Overseas Congress.
A creditable performance from Dave Latchem,
Sheila Coda, Bill Rowe and Rod Marks for coming
7th in the Swiss Teams event in the Riviera Congress.
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The Andrew Robson seminars will take place in the
Webbington Hotel on Nov 19. If you wish to participate
please contact Tony Russ on tony.russ@btinternet.com

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
AFTER serving twenty-three years on the county
committee, recently as secretary, Pat Poxon has
decided to call it a day. We thank Pat for her
services throughout those years and hope she
will continue to enjoy her bridge.
Paul and Justin Hackett did the treble at Deauville, winning
the Men’s Pairs, the IMP Pairs and the Tournament of
Champions in which they were joined by Jason. Jason came
back to Scarborough where he finished 3rd in the Teams and
4th in the Pairs.
Diary date: the dates of the Shropshire Congress have been
changed to April 16 and 17, 2016.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
SUFFOLK did well in the first week of Brighton.
Chris Chambers finished 8th in the Harold Poster
Pairs over the first weekend, ahead of players such
as Brian Senior and Andrew Robson. Jane and Andrew Moore
won the B Final of the Seniors’ Pairs.
Claude Stokes is moving out of the area in October. Claude
is a founding father of SCBA, an ex-Chairman and ex-County
Captain. He was also a leading organiser of the very successful
Clacton Congress. We are very grateful for all Claude has done
for Suffolk Bridge and we wish him well in his future.
Diary dates: Sun, Nov 15, Club Teams of Eight, 2pm,
Colchester. Sun Nov 1st, Novice Pairs, 2pm, Great Barton
Village Hall. Sun, Dec 6, Teams of Four, 2pm, Colchester.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
FRANCES Hinden, Jeffrey Allerton, Graham Osborne and
Peter Lee won the A Stars Final in the main Teams at Brighton.
Ken Ford – Ian Swanson were in the runners-up team at
the Summer Senior’s Congress at Eastbourne.

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Geoffrey Wolfarth who,
with Brian Senior, was a very creditable 9th= in the
Swiss Pairs at the Brighton Summer Meeting and then
followed it up by winning the Mercian Travel Seniors’
Pairs.
Many congratulations also to Mike Keeping and
David Benjamin who won the Championship Pairs A Final at
the EBU Summer Seniors Congress. Sussex were well represented in the A Final with Geoffrey Wolfarth – Vivian Priday,
Dave and Jill Armstrong, and Dave Franklin – David Gritt
also finishing in the top ten. Peter Griffin and partner also did
well to finish as runners-up in the B Final. Well done also to
Alan and Nanette Gillespie who finished equal 3rd in the
Swiss Pairs.

www.ebu.co.uk

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
THE county is very grateful to Nicklins, business
advisers, for their continued sponsorship for 20152016. This enables the county to increase and
develop its youth programme which has been
hugely successful. Future sponsorship by individuals or groups would be very welcome and anyone interested should contact the county secretary for further information.
Diary dates: Sun, Oct 11, Rugby Lions Club Annual Pairs,
1.30pm, Rugby. Wed, Oct 14, Ladies’ and Men’s Pairs, 7pm,
West Mids. Fri, Oct 16, Really Easy Congress, 3pm, West Mids.
Thurs, Oct 29, Seniors’ Pairs, 1.30pm, West Mids. Sun, Nov
15, Mentored Novice Pivot Teams, 1.30pm, Arden. Sun, Nov
22, Chick O’ The County Pairs, 1.30pm, West Mids.

NATIONAL
TEAMS
CONGRESS

Green-

pointed

16 – 17 JANUARY 2016
Holiday Inn, Birmingham Airport

Wiltshire
www.wcba.co.uk
THE next county event is the Blue Point Open
Pairs on October 11 (2pm, Bowls Club, Devizes). The event is open to all EBU members.

Worcestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
THE Midland Counties Bowl held in June
attracted entries from eleven teams from six
counties. It was hosted by Worcestershire this
year and one of the Worcestershire teams won the
event. Results: 1. Worcestershire 1 (Dennis Loynes,
Roger Bowles, Nick Forward, Steve Allerston); 2. Staffs and
Shropshire 1 (Paul Hackett, Dan Crofts, Jason Hackett, Ed
Levy); 3. Staffs and Shropshire 2 (Robin Adey, Geoff Davies,
John Day, Geoff Feltblower).
At the time of writing, there are still a few places left for the
Green-pointed Malvern Congress on October 25-26. The new
venue, St John’s Sports Centre in Worcester, has proved
extremely popular – if anyone else would like to enter, please
do so as soon as possible.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
THE YCBA will celebrate its 80th anniversary
with a special event, open to all members. It will
take place at the Bridge Inn, Wetherby on Saturday November 28. More info on the website.
Daniel Winter was in the fourth-placed
England Under-16 team at the European Youth Teams
Championship. Yorkshire (Tony McNiff, Bill Townsend, Nick
Woolven, Phil Morrison, Dave Robinson, Phil Godfrey, Sandy
Davies, Tom Gisborne) successfully defended its President’s
Cup title in the annual inter-county event. Yorkshire SouthEast (Rod Hose, Rob Turner, Lesley Blanchard, Stuart
Fletcher, Wendy Watson, John Squires, Mary Whyms, Barrie
Partridge) were 2nd in the National Final for County C Teams.
Roman Gembicki, Arthur Hughes, Frank Littlewood and
David Musson won the Nottinghamshire Swiss Teams.
Congratulations to all.
Diary dates: Oct 25, Yorkshire League (match 1). Nov 1,
Ryedale Pairs, York. Nov 14, Schools Cup, York. Nov 15,
Yorkshire League (match 2). Nov 29, Stratified Pairs, York.
Dec 6, Yorkshire League (match 3).
r

www.ebu.co.uk

PART OF THE SERIES FOR
THE ‘PLAYER OF THE YEAR’
CHAMPIONSHIP
EITHER
START IN THE POPULAR
POINT-A-BOARD TEAMS EVENT
(with enhanced master points for
matches won)
OR
PLAY IN THE TRADITIONAL
SWISS TEAMS THROUGHOUT
(Teams eliminated from the
Point-a-Board event at the end of
Saturday will join the Swiss Teams
with a carry-forward score)
With Point-a-Board scoring, only two points
are at stake on each board. You gain 2 if your
score is higher than the opponents’ (even by
only 10 points if, say, you were in 1NT making
for +90 and your opponents were in 1´
making for +80). If you score less than your
opponents, you get zero, and if your score is
the same as theirs you get 1 point each.

Entries / enquiries: EBU Comps Dept.
( 01296 317 203 / 219 8 comps@ebu.co.uk

EBU Accommodation Booking Service

( 0800 0346 246

October 2015 English Bridge

61

Club Bidding Quiz
Answers to Questions on Page 55
Hand 1
´ J983
™ A8532
t Void
®J742

W

N

E
1t

S
1´

?

Double. The hand is too weak to
bid 2™ (normally showing at
least 9 HCP). It is too shapely to
bid 1NT and a bit weak for that as well. While the
negative double is not perfect, it gives partner an idea
that you have responding values and some hearts.

Hand 2
´ A K 10 3
™ 74
tA
® A 10 8 7 5 4

W

N

E
Pass

S
Pass

1®
?

1t

1™

Pass

1´. You should not jump just
because you have a 5-loser hand.
You need to find a fit before you can count losers.
Nor should you ignore the spades just because partner failed to make a negative double. The simple 1´
rebid continues the description of your hand and
leaves space for exploring the best contract.

Hand 3
´ 64
™962
t762
®Q9842

W

N

Pass
?

Dble

E
1´
2®

S
Pass
2t

3®. You have already announced
a very weak hand by passing first
time around. The good support for partner’s second
suit entitles you to compete. Maybe you will buy the
contract. Maybe you will push the opponents a level
higher. Maybe you will just cut out their bidding
space. Bidding could gain in so many ways.

click

by Julian Pottage

Hand 4
´ AK42
™AK965
t 10 5 3 2
® Void

W

N
3®

link

E
Pass

S
5®

?

Double. When the opponents
pre-empt, you need to enter the
auction when you have sound
opening values and a shortage in their suit. Partner
will look to take out your double. With two acekings, you will also be happy enough to defend 5®
doubled.

Hand 5
´ AQJ8763
™84
t Void
® Q972

W

N

E
1NT

S
2™*

?
* hearts and a minor

4´. Holding a seven-card suit and
knowing that you are facing at least a doubleton in
support, you know you want to play in spades. By
going directly to game, you make it as hard as
possible for the opponents to judge whether to
sacrifice.

Hand 6
´ Q5
™A
tAQJ53
®A7642

W
1t
?

N
1™

E
1´

S
4™

Double. Since you have much
better than a minimum opener,
you must do something. Even
though partner should have five spades to bid 1´,
Q-x is inadequate support, especially with bad
breaks around. Doubling is the most flexible
action.
r

HUBERT PHILLIPS BOWL: The team of Val Gibson, Bill March, Clive Owen and John Atthey (all North
east) have won the hubert Phillips Bowl. They defeated the team of Sally Brock, Barry Myers (both Berks
& Bucks), Phil King and Rob Sheehan (both London) in the 2015 final by 1470 aggregate points.
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Online Extra
Steve Allen’s Clever Play
BRIDGE Club Live’s IMPs League is believed to be
the only such event in the world. We have seven
divisions of twelve pairs each with one eighteenboard match played every fortnight for twenty-two
weeks with scoring by Butler IMPs, converted to
VPs. Pairs arrange with their opponents when to
play each match. The top division is a field with an
average grade around 60%, so is quite tough.
Winning the most recent series were Ed Scerri
(Berks & Bucks) and Gilly Cardiff (London), with
Steve Allen and Francis Eddleston (both Herts)
second. Here is a board from the last match of the
series which was worth 13 IMPs to Steve and Francis
when most Souths were going off in 6NT:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

85
65
J73
10 9 6 4 3 2
´
™
t
®

A 10 4
10 8 7 3 2
A5
J85
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

J9632
QJ94
Q964
Void

KQ7
AK
K 10 8 2
AKQ7

At the table, Steve found a good line to make the
contract for 13 IMPs. West led the ®10 and East
threw a spade.
Steve played three rounds of clubs as East threw
spades. Now the ´K and ´Q revealed that East had
started with five spades and West two. Steve then
played his final boss club from hand in the following position:

by Barrie Partridge

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

A
10 8 7 3 2
A5
—
—
´
N
65
™
W
E
J73
t
S
964
®
´7
™AK
t K 10 8 2
®A

—
QJ94
Q964
—

The ™2 went from dummy, but East was squeezed in
the red suits. East made it easier for Steve by
throwing a heart, so Steve cashed the ™A-K and
crossed to dummy via the carefully preserved ´A,
exited with a heart and had the tA as entry to enjoy
a fourth round of hearts.
If East had thrown a diamond, Steve would have
played diamonds to let East in while not letting West
in (as West could have cashed two more clubs).
Steve had planned to run t10 or t8, covering with
tA if West played tJ, and running it if not covered.
Thus East would have got in, but with nothing to
cash, Steve would have made the rest, including a
fourth round of diamonds.
Although I often feature boards played in this
event or our other special competitions, the vast
majority of bridge played in Bridge Club Live is in
our drop-in-drop-out Match Pointed Pairs Room,
where you can play any number of rounds of four
boards with any number of different partners any
time of day or night with each of the 96 available
boards being played around 30 times for good
Match Point comparisons.
r

Bridge Club Live is the only UK-based online bridge club. Do join us
for fast, fun and friendly bridge – and EBU Master Points, too!
www.ebu.co.uk
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COUNTY NEWS – LOCAL RESULTS
Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
PROSPECTS are looking good for the new BBA
League format with fourteen teams already
entered, and what looked to be a league system
in decline now appears rejuvenated.
Diary dates: Oct 15, Mixed Pairs, 7.30pm,
Wilstead. Nov 12, Marsh Trophy, 10am, Bedford No-Fear
Club. Nov 19, Seniors’ Pairs, 1pm, Wilstead. Further details of
these events are available on the BBA website.

Details of events scheduled by our county association can
be found on our website.

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
ALL county results, committee news and
minutes, etc are on the website at
www.devonbridge.co.uk

Dorset
Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
THE final event of the 2014-15 season, the
Perkins Cup, was won by Stan and Tara Harding,
Chris Mooney and Kevin Elstow. The Victor
Ludorum was won by the county chairman, Dick
Davey.
For details of events in the 2015-16 season visit the county
website. We hope to see you at county events.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
COUNTY: Inter-Insular Sims: 1. Liz Thompson –
Susan Jones, 2. Graham Boxall – Sue Rankin.
Individual: 1. Robert Plumley, 2. Daniel McIntosh.
District: Jersey (nice to see some new names!) B
Le V Dit Durell Trophy: 1. Seb Perez – Craig Honey, 2. David
and Biddy Waters. Individual: 1. June Le Blancq, 2. Pat Panter.
Guernsey: Unrestricted Pairs: 1. Mike Handcock – Melvyn
Russel, 2. Andy Hall – Mike Allen.
Club: Victoria Club: Ladies’ Pairs: 1. Sue Rankin – Marion
Miles, 2. Sally Brouard – Elizabeth Heron. Mens’ Pairs:
1. Richard Christensen – Chris Davey, 2. Brian Youd –
Graham Boxall.

Derbyshire
www.bridgewebs.com/derbyshire
WE have recently held an EGM for election of
officers due to attendance at our AGM being
below the quorum specified in our constitution.
The officers for 2014 were re-elected.
Winners of recent DCBA competitions: the
Individual was won by Richard Edwards. The Atkins Cup
(Swiss Pairs) was won by Roman Gembicki – Fank
Littlewood.
Forthcoming competitions: In October our Club Teams of
8 competition starts; results are accessible from the DCBA
website. Our Winter Teams of 4 competitions started in
September; the Winter Plate and Secretaries’ Cup (for newer
players) can be entered at any point during the ten Wednesdays they run – a prize is awarded on the night. On
October 24 we have the Warnock Trophy; this is for Pairs with
a NGS grading of 8 or less.
Contact the DCBA secretary if you are interested in any of
our events jimparker@totalise.co.uk
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www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
CHOPE Salver: 1. Alastair Cowley – Chris
Stevens, 2. Eugene Sheehan – David Gill,
3. James and Shirley Dutton.
Handicap: 1. Angela Walters – Inga-Lill Button, 2. Anne
Allerston – Doris Hutchinson, 3. Hugh Kevill-Davies – Jon
Holland.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to all of the following:
Club Pairs: 1. David Brace – Eric Field. 2= Alan
Bryant – Geoff Weber and George Vede – John
Peacock; Billericay Mayflower won the overall Club
Prize.
Pro-Am: 1. Martyn Neill – Simon Moorman, 2. Richard
Manning – Jon Ward, 3. Richard Wilson – Mike Harbour.
Summer Seniors’ Pairs: 1. Graham Foster – Marc Chawner,
2. Alan Green – Frank Morrison, 3. Chris Chorley – Paddy
Murray.
Friendly League Finals: 1. Barleylands (Irene Bessell, Trevor
Elcock, Monica Watters, John McCoy, Catherine Gilmore,
Janice Ashby, Alastair Robertson and Martyn Neill);
2. Chelmsford (Joan McGuffin, Brian Mitchell, George
McGuffin, Ivan McLauchlan, Judith Loveridge, Susan
Thorburn, Ann Owen and Neil Grandy).
Eastern Counties League vs Norfolk: the A team won 13-7,
the B team drew 10-10, and the C team won 19-1.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
DIARY dates: Oct 4, Men’s/Ladies’/Mixed Pairs,
Winchester Tennis Club. Oct 18, Wessex
Teams, Blue-pointed, Romsey. Nov 15, Jubilee
Cup Teams of Eight, Romsey. Nov 29, Bloxham
Teams, Basingstoke Bridge Club. Dec 13, Yuletide Teams,
Romsey.
Entries via the HIOW website or Steve Preston ( 02380
702934.

www.ebu.co.uk

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
AT the last AGM, Bernard Eddlestone retired as
President after serving Hertfordshire well for
seven years. We wish to thank him for his
service. Richard Banbury has taken over the
Presidency.
Congratulations to Malcolm Harris and Rick Irwin on
winning the Saturday Green-pointed Swiss Pairs in July at
Wodson Park, Ware – unbeaten in all seven matches in a field
of 112 pairs. Runners-up were also a Herts pairing, Celia and
Derek Oram.
Diary dates: Sun, Oct 12, Hatfield Heath Swiss Teams,
1.45pm, Hatfield Heath BC. Wed, Oct 14, Really Easy Pairs,
2pm, Baptist Church Hall, Watford, WD17 1JJ. Sun, Nov 1st,
Hertfordshire Rose Bowl, 12 noon W.G.C.B.C. Fri, Nov 13,
Club Winners Cup, 7.30pm, W.G.C.B.C. Fri, Nov 20, Mixed
Pairs, 7.30pm, W.G.C.B.C. Fri, Nov 27, Eccles Cup, 7.30pm,
Bennetts End Community Centre, HP3 9LZ. Sun, Dec 6,
Desmond Flockhart Trophy, 12 noon, W.G.C.B.C. Sun, Jan 10,
Humble Cup, 12 noon, 1st Qualifinal, W.G.C.B.C. Sun, Jan 24,
Championship Pairs Semi-final, 12 noon, W.G.C.B.C.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
BROOK Shield play-off of the four area league
winners: 1st SW league (Pearson Cup) team
Griffiths – Mike Griffiths (Capt.), John Murrell,
Harry Trusted, Ian Soutar.
Congratulations to Croz Croswell – Matthew
Brown, winners of the Kent Swiss Pairs Championship and the
Phillimore Cup. Phillimore Cup runners-up: Gerald Soper –
Terry Goldsmith.
Congratulations to Stuart Tredinnick on promotion to
Premier Grand Master.
Diary dates: 56th Kent Congress (Blue-pointed): Swiss
Pairs Saturday October 24, 11am, TWBC; Swiss Teams
Sunday October 25, 11am, TWBC. Sun, Nov 1st, Mixed Pairs
Championship, 11am, TWBC (Dyer Smith Cup / Hunter
Cup).

Lancashire
www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
PRESTON Pairs: 1. Andrew Woodcock – Catherine
Draper.

Leicestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
IN the Samani Salver (the summer knockouthandicap teams of four competition), the final
will be between the two Clarendon Teams
(South & North) who beat Loughborough A &
Glenfield A respectively in the semi-finals.
In the Samani Plate (for first-round losers), the final will be
between County B and Bradgate B, who respectively won
against Bradgate C and Blaby A in the semi-finals.

www.ebu.co.uk

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
IN the London League, Division 1 was won by
Punters, captained by Brian Kelly, 7 VPs clear of
YC1, led by Fiona Hutchison, in second place.
Division 2 was won by Uday Hegde’s Tartan team,
9 VPs ahead of second-placed Café Bridge captained by Brian
Wallace. Division 3 was won by the Improbables captained by
Richard Wharton, who were over a match clear of John
Clarke’s Barrels in second place.

Manchester
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Raymond Semp
who won the MCBA Green Point Swiss Teams
with Alan Williams, Marianne Farr and Mike
Nicholson. Second were Alan Mould, Michael
Newman, Ollie Burgess and Barry Myers.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
HAPPILY we came out on top in the Annual
Match v Derbyshire. Well done to our team of
Ann Davies, Dorothea Gilbert, Dave
Edwards, Peter Richmond, Paul Holt, Peter
Sumption, Paul Mathews, John Gibb, Angie Pinnington,
Helen Wight, Barbara Serres (capt.) and Gareth Thomas.

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
IN the last report, our summer season was in full
swing; now it’s gone and we have our Autumn
weekends to look forward to!
In July, the Holt Open Pairs was won by visitors
Giles and Gabriel Ip, whilst the Aylsham Open
Pairs was won by local members, Graeme Johnston – Cheryl
Plunkett. In the last of our ‘visits’, the Kings Lynn Trophy was
won by the visitors – John Harrison, Nawal Fenwick, and Tom
and Charlie Melvin.
Back home, the Wymondham Trophy was won by
Wymondham members John and Penny Stroud, and the
Mixed Pairs by Rob and Rosa Richardson. The final trophy
result we can include in this report is the Shaw Trophy, won by
Nigel Block – Mervyn Scutter.
Thank you to everyone who attended our summer
programme and particularly to the team of standbys who
made sure that no-one went without a game.
Looking forward, October brings the AGM followed by the
Smart Trophy. This is a point-a-board, blue-pointed teams
event. We hope that with questions on premises and
Charitable Status up for discussion at the AGM there will be
a good attendance at both the meeting and the play!
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North East
www.neba.co.uk
INGA and Neil Aiston completed their highly
successful season by winning the Summer Pairs
Final in June, just ahead of Jocelyn Gordon –
Pamela Niven; Desmond Dunleavy – Stella
Findlay finished third (56.89%).
The Northern Open Pairs was won by Brenda Osborne –
Frank Springett, second place going to Ajit Shivdasani – Mike
Stanbury and third to Inga and Neil Aiston; the NGS prize
went to Cecily Manghan and Ken Wharrier.
Unfortunately both NEBA ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams lost to East
District Scotland in the Annual Match played in July. Heavy
reverses in the respective final sets (which followed a super
tea) put paid to any chances of victory.
A very successful Cramlington Congress in August resulted
in a split-tie finish with the eventual honours going to the
Chester-le-Street pairing of Phyllis Hands – James Grant. On
the same score, Jim Hodgson – Chris Stenning were just
edged out into second place, with Pat Barton – Graham Cox
in third. The Consolation Final was won by Allan Hoggan and
Harold Wells.
Congratulations go to all successful players.
r

Northamptonshire
www.bridgewebs.com/northants/
THE Lakeland will be taking place on Sunday
October 25 starting at 1pm; it has changed to an
inter-club teams-of-four event. On the same day
the Kettering Trophy for teams of four will be held
at Kettering Bridge Club starting at 1pm; it is limited to
players playing in Division 3 of the inter-club league. Entries
to Susan Deacon.
Kettering Bridge Club’s Porch Trophy will be held on
Sunday December 6 starting at 1pm. Entries to Colin Tuton.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to the joint winners of the
Barometer Pairs, Gina and David Howard, Steve
Tomlinson and Ralph Smith. This was a new county
event held at Woolavington in July, which was a very
enjoyable success.
The AGM Swiss Teams was won by Wendy Miller, Sheila
Coda, Daphne Greatorex, and Les Barrett.
Congratulations to David and Gina Howard, Eric
Cummings and Graham Heal for winning the Paul Jones team
event.

the overall winners with Marion Jordan – Kevin Sullivan at
Newcastle 2nd and Paul and Linda Laughlin, playing at
Stafford, 3rd.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
IN the Mixed Pairs Jill and Roger Tattersfield won
the Ringer Cup for coming 1st; Jane and Andrew
Moore won the Lang Cup for the highest placed
married pair (not having won overall). Graham Beeton –
Janet Fleming were third.
The winners of the Club Players Championship were
Bridget Smith – Paul Flavell, who finished ahead of Cleopatra
Hensby – Marcus Hopkins in second, with Jackie Chester –
Susan Nisbett third.
Congratulations to Helen Mason – David Mathews whose
fine score secured the Seniors’ Pairs. Richard Evans – Marion
Spear were second and third-placed Bim and Sam Wilson
took the Veterans’ Prize.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Elizabeth Taylor, Margaret
Mansell, Beryl Mullins, Marilyn Frame who won the
Wanborough Cup representing Woking.

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to the team of David Gritt,
Mike Keeping, Vivian Priday and David Benjamin
who won the Green Point Swiss Teams at Crowborough in July. The runners-up were Dave
Franklin, Gerry Stanford, Neil Watts and Nigel
Urban.
Congratulations to Matt Davis and Stephen Kennedy who
won this year’s SCCBA Venture Pairs at West Sussex Bridge
Club. Stephen also represented England in the Under-21 team
in Tromsø, Norway, in the European Junior Championships.
Both the Sussex A and B teams acquitted themselves well
with two solid above-average performances in the National
Inter-county League Finals. Sussex finished second in the A
Final behind a strong Manchester team and third in the B
Final.

Staffs and Shrops
THE winners of the No Fear Pairs event that took
place at Wolverhampton in July were a
student/teacher partnership, Sean Clarke – Ann
Sleightholme; 2. Eileen Pinches – Joan Butler;
3. Tom Redshaw – Guy Kershaw. Linda and her helpers laid on
an excellent lunch and the day was most enjoyable. Another
such event is planned in February.
In August the Summer Sim Pairs was played. All six
S&SCBA clubs that play on a Wednesday took part, 40 tables
in all. David Clarke – Gillian Allsop at Wolverhampton were
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www.staffsandshrops.org.uk

Staffs & Shrops No Fear Pairs’ winners, Ann Sleightholme and
Sean Clarke from Stafford, receiving their prize.

www.ebu.co.uk

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
SHAKESPEARE Swiss Teams: 1. Mary Andrew,
Margaret Crangle, Andrew Clifford, Mike
Thorley; 2. Brian Lawless, Gordon Fox, Anne
Lawless, Gaynor Fox.
Seniors’ Pairs: 1. Barry Holloway – John
Wright; 2. Adrian and Prue Knight.

Worcestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
THE new season has got off to a good start and
early leaders in the Grand Prix Teams are Half and
Half, closely followed by Unquote. In the Phillipps
Pairs, Nick Forward – Steve Allerston have
established an early lead, with Mel Downing –
Roger Bowles snapping at their heels.
The Irene Allen Swiss Pairs for players below the rank of
Regional Master will be held on Sunday October 18. It has
been decided to hold the event in the North and South of the
county in alternate years and this year it will be at a venue in
the South, the British Legion Club at Claines.
The Inter-club Swiss Teams of Four for the Healey Cup will
be held on Sunday November 22 at the Astley and Dunley
Village Hall. Every club in Worcestershire and Herefordshire
is invited and encouraged to enter at least one team in this
popular event.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
CONGRATULATIONS to the following on their
achievements:
John Gerrard Simultaneous Pairs: John
O’Sullivan – Ian Johns. Victor Ludorum prize – all
three simultaneous pairs competitions – Frank
Littlewood.
Malton Teams: Stuart Davies, George Bak, Gill Copeland
and Steve Blackburn. Flitch: Lesley and Ron Millet.
Waddington Cup: Malton (Philip Mason, Robin Ashdown
and Mike and Annette Jackson). This is the first time Malton
has won the Waddington Cup. However, Philip Mason was in
the winning team for the second time, having represented
York in 1963, no fewer than 52 years ago! Possibly a minor
record.
Newcomers Pivot Teams: Ana-Maria Scherson, James
Newby, Madeleine Newby and Sue Sheldrick. Peter Littlewood
Midweek Pairs: Stuart Davies – Alan Jarvis.
EBU Pachabo Cup: Nick Woolven, Martin Edge, Alan
Brosgill and Robin Jepson were 10th out of 26 counties.
EBU Scarborough Summer Congress: in the A Final of the
Teams event, Barrie Partridge, Linda MacFarlane, Mary
Whyms and Nick Hodsdon were 5th. In the Swiss Pairs, Hugh
McGann – Ciaran Coyne were 2nd.
r

A monthly publication
featuring book reviews,
news, quizzes &
competitions, readers'
letters, special
subscriber offers
and much more.
Bridge Magazine's
outstanding team of writers cover every
aspect of the game and deliver a ‘mustread’ publication no bridge player can
afford to be without.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR EBU MEMBERS:

Register for a FREE
3 month subscription at
bridgemagazine.co.uk
www.ebu.co.uk
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In Memoriam
BETTY RADCLIFFE (Cornwall) has died, aged 99. Her
sight was poor and she had not played bridge for
some years, though formerly she had enjoyed
county competitions and been a member of
Falmouth and Truro. She lived in Truro, where her
family owned the Royal Hotel and often she made
rooms available for bridge, without charge, and
provided refreshments. With her husband, she ran a
pub until it was demolished by a runaway lorry.
RAY NOBLE (Derbyshire). It is with great sadness that
we have learned that Ray died at home on Monday
10th August.
BEN BEEVER (Manchester). We are sorry to report
the death of Ben Beever at the age of 39 as a result
of a fall from a balcony. Ben was a well known
bridge player in the Manchester area and an
inspirational teacher of bridge at Manchester Bridge
Club. As a player his major achievements were
winning the Ben Franks with Eddie Thornton-Chan
in 2011 and winning the second division with the
Petersfield team in 2014. He was also a regular
player at Bramhall Bridge Club where he won
several trophies and served as Chairman for a year.
Ben was also well known as an expert juggler,
performing and running workshops. He held some
world records for a time and wrote a book on the
subject.
The funeral took place on Thursday 23rd July at
Southern Cemetery and afterwards at Manchester
Bridge Club where Ben’s mother, Pru, was able to
meet many of his friends. A donation in Ben’s
memory to the Red Cross can be made at
www.justgiving.com/BenjaminBeever.
DR JOHN BIRD (Manchester). It is with great sadness
that we report the death of John Bird. John was a
member of Manchester and Bramhall Bridge Clubs
for very many years and a regular player in the
Manchester League, playing in particular with Geoff
Storry. He was a psychiatrist by profession and an
honorary fellow of the Royal College of Psychiatrists.
John was also a keen poker player and regularly
went to Las Vegas to play,
He was a gentleman at the bridge table and will be
greatly missed.
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RIC DEARING (Merseyside & Cheshire). Ric sadly
passed away on 24 July. Despite not being in the best
of health lately, Ric lived life to the full and will be
very much missed by his friends in the bridge world.
MIKE DUNSTAN (Surrey), who has died following a
stroke, was a member of Wimbledon Bridge Club
for many years. Mike always played on Wednesday
and Thursday afternoons without fail, and was
loved by the whole club. He was always courteous
and friendly to all at the table.
Mike was a doctor and was also an accomplished
pianist. Mike was Heather Dhondy’s father.
BRIAN STANDISH (Worcestershire). We learned the
sad news of Brian’s death on the 16th August. At
various times over the years he had been both a
committee member and chairperson of the
Stourbridge clubs and also of the Worcestershire
County Association. The older players in particular
at the county will remember both Brian and his
wife, Jean, although his bridge in his later years was
confined solely to playing at the Stourbridge club.
Unfortunately, increasingly severe ill-health
culminated in him latterly ceasing playing – much
to his understandable great disappointment.
Perhaps one lasting way in which he will be
remembered is by the trophy awarded to the Flitch
Winners at the Midland Counties Congress – the
Standish Salver.
MIKE POWERS (Worcestershire) died on 5th July. He
was born in Birmingham in 1942, attended King
Edward’s Grammar School and obtained a degree in
Russian, maintaining his love of the language all his
life. Mike ran a business chauffeuring people from
all walks of life. Whether it be a celebrity or someone going to the airport for their holiday, he was
proud to perform a friendly yet professional service.
Mike was a member of Bromsgrove Bridge Club for
thirty-two years and represented the Club in the
Worcestershire League Teams, the Garden Cities
Cup and the Club Pairs Championship. It was not
necessary to see Mike at an event to know he was
there: he had a very loud laugh and a mischievous
wit. His laughter and humour will be a remaining
memory.
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