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From the Chairman

Education and charity in 2016

by Jeremy Dhondy

WELCOME to the first magazine of 2016. We’ve
made our resolutions and hopefully already stuck to
them for a month. Here at the EBU we are hoping
more people will learn to play bridge, more people
will turn out at the clubs and also enter various
tournaments.

New techniques for learning bridge
It’s important to have a steady stream of people
learning bridge and there are new initiatives to help.
I think the days of getting lessons for a couple of
years are coming to a close – many who would like to
learn wish to do it more quickly and play sooner.
EBED (English Bridge Education and Development)
is currently working on an accelerated learning
package to address this.

Keep the bridge club friendly
Once people have learnt the game and braved it to
the club, they will only stay if they have a good time.
Beware people giving them a hard time because of
minor infractions, bellowing for the director and
lecturing them on how they could have done better.
It is likely to mean they won’t return.
I hope no-one in your club would do this – but
judging from reports there are a few who, sadly, do. I
think it is the job of the club committee to be firm
with those who ruin the game for others. I was
recently congratulating someone on getting
beginners to play in the full duplicates at his club
and asked him how he did it. He told me there was
an expectation that they would, and the club
provides ‘buddies’ to help with the transition – but
the most important thing had been to ask six players
to leave. No-one likes turning away business but in
his case there was a minority who consistently
ruined the game for others. Hopefully your club
won’t need to do this but if players behave badly they

click
link

should have only so many warnings before action is
taken. It will ensure a more pleasant game for the
rest of us.

Using bridge to raise money
One thing bridge players are good at is
supporting charity. We do it through simultaneous
pairs with clubs supporting Children in Need, EBED
and other good causes.
Later this month there will be an event called
‘Night of the Stars’ where professional players offer
their services and are ‘sold’ at auction for a game
which raises around £40,000 for charities each year.
Many clubs organise a charitable night – not quite
on that scale – it helps the chosen charity and
attracts positive publicity.
One activity taking place in the first part of 2016
is for Stoke Mandeville Spinal Research (SMSR) – a
small independent charity which undertakes
research to tackle the day-to-day challenges and
medical complications that come with spinal cord
injuries.
In 2016, SMSR are working with the bridge
community on a number of initiatives. One is ‘The
Big Bridge Quiz’ which will cost £10 to purchase,
and offer a £1,000 prize. The quiz is going on sale in
mid-February and the winner will be announced on
6 May at ‘Some Enchanted Evening’ – a bridge event
in aid of SMSR. If you are interested or wish to learn
more about the bridge evening, get in touch with
Briony Brock at briony.brock@smsr.org.uk.
A reminder that our Summer Congress is moving
to Eastbourne for 2016. You can find details on the
website – www.ebu.co.uk/competitions. It will
bring cheaper entries, cheaper hotels and cheaper
parking. With all that to entice you, we hope to see
r
you there.

NEW EBU BOARD OF DIRECTORS
As announced at the AGM, four candidates were nominated and agreed to stand. The new Board is:
Jerry Cope, Heather Dhondy, Jeremy Dhondy, Darren Evetts, Anthony Golding, Rob Lawy,
Ron Millet and Ian Payn
Officers Jeremy Dhondy – Chairman, Ian Payn – Vice-Chairman, Jerry Cope – Treasurer
www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge Tips
Evaluating a singleton king

click

by David Gold
EVALUATING singletons is very tricky. Most people
are taught to add on three points for a singleton if a
fit is found. Does that mean that a singleton king is
worth six points – three for the king and three for
the singleton? – of course not!
A singleton king is an ugly holding, it does not
operate exactly like a singleton OR a doubleton but
in my view it operates much closer to a doubleton.
´
™
t
®

K
KJ82
KJ54
Q 10 9 2

Are you going to open 1™ or
1t? What will you rebid
over a likely 1´ response
from partner? Solve that
problem immediately –
open 1NT, simply treating
the K, as K-x.

Another common situation, you pick up Hand A:

´
™
t
®

Hand A
K
A Q 10 3
K 10 8 7 3
653

´
™
t
®

Hand B
4
A Q 10 3
K 10 8 7 3
K53

Partner opens 1™. Will you splinter with 3´?
Absolutely not, partner will expect that spade king
to be elsewhere, such as in Hand B, so will have a
very wrong picture of your hand.
Say partner opens 1™ on the hand opposite and

link

above. That will produce a playable slam despite
only holding 12 points
´ 9875
opposite Hand B. Opposite
™ KJ984
Hand A, slam is almost
tA2
hopeless. The club king is
®A4
worth so much more than the
spade king and partner
expects you to have values outside your splinter.
With Hand A start with a Jacoby 2NT (game forcing
with heart support) or 2t as a delayed game raise.
With Hand B you have a perfect splinter.
I use this rule religiously, so whenever I have an
awkward bidding problem on a hand containing a
singleton king, I simply look at it as K-x and bid
accordingly – this may sound like you now have a 14
card hand but simply borrow the 'x' from where you
deem appropriate. I would look at Hand C as
though it were Hand D:

´
™
t
®

Hand C
K
AQJ3
KQ64
J543

Hand D
´ K3
™ AQJ3
tKQ64
®J54

I’d open 1NT if playing 15-17 or 1™/1t if playing
Acol and over a 1´ response I would rebid 1NT.
This may not be perfect but nothing is. It works
for me. Hopefully you will never worry about how
r
to treat a stiff king again!

ADVERTISEMENTS
Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English Bridge) take all
reasonable precautions to protect the interests of readers by ensuring as far as practicable that advertisements in
the pages of English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking in respect of claims made by advertisers, whether these advertisements are printed as part of the magazine,
or are in the form of inserts. Legal remedies are available if redress is sought, and readers who have complaints
should address them to the advertiser or should consult a local Trading Standards Office, or a Citizens Advice
Bureau, or their own solicitors. Readers should note that prices advertised may not be accurate due to
currency exchange rate fluctuations, or tax changes.
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Double, Bid or Pass?
Look at the Quacks

by Andrew Robson
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WELCOME to our new editor Lou. To mark her
arrival, I am altering my theme somewhat to focus
on those ever-so-common conundrums of the
competitive auction: whether to pass, double or bid
on. The emphasis will continue to be on
matchpointed-pairs, for that is the form of the game
I expect you mostly play, however not to the
exclusion of teams (and rubber).
This month’s conundrum: You are East and the
bidding proceeds as follows (with neither side
vulnerable):
South
1™

West
1´

North
4™

´
™
´ A632
t
™ QJ2
®
t 93

A632
QJ2
93
8532

Love all. Dealer South.

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

KJ875
10
K 10 8
A J 10 9

East
?

Here are two possible – pretty similar – hands for
you to hold and my question is: what, if anything,
would you bid with either – Pass, Double or 4´?
Hand AHand A

Let’s have a look at a typical layout where you hold
Hand A.

HanHand B

´ QJ42
™ 752
´ QJ42
t 93
™ 752
®
A532
t 93

(B)

Q 10 4
8543
AQ752
Q
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ 9
™ AK976
t J64
® K764

A632
QJ2
93
8532

As long as West leads sensibly – ie not a diamond
or a low club, 4™ stands no chance, losing a trick in
each suit. Four spades (doubled by North) would go
two down, losing two diamonds and a trick in each
other suit.

Now let’s look at a similar layout where you, as
East, hold Hand B.
Clearly it’s a two-way decision – you’ll hardly
double as partner has shown no defensive strength
with their mere overcall. Have you made your
choice yet?

Love all. Dealer South.

´
™
t
®

8
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´
™
t
®

A K 10 7 6
J
K 10 8
J 10 9 8

853
K 10 6 4
AJ752
Q
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

QJ42
752
93
A532

9
AQ983
Q64
K764

www.ebu.co.uk

South’s 4™ makes comfortably, losing a trick in each
suit outside hearts. And 4´ goes just one down,
losing a heart, two diamonds and one club – a very
good sacrifice. You should have passed with Hand A
and bid 4´ with Hand B.
You may say, ‘one deal proves nothing’. However
the point is that the key differences between East’s
hands A and B will have the same effect across every
single comparison. In A, East has a heart holding
that will (almost certainly) be a defensive trick – yet
worth next-to-nothing to partner in 4´. In B, East’s
Q-J will be worth a lot to partner in 4´, yet likely
worth next-to-nothing in defence to 4™.

Of all the point-scoring cards, it is the queen that is
the most volatile. In your trump suit – or a long side
suit – the queen is very valuable offensively and – in
an otherwise marginal scenario – you should bid
on. In the opponents’ trump suit, or a short suit,
you should not bid on.
Do you recall sacrificing over the opposing
contract, thinking they’ll be able to make, only to
realise that your holding of Q-x in a side suit
coupled with partner’s J-x-x – worth nothing to
you – amounts to the defensive trick that defeats
their contract.
The same logic applies to the jack – only less so.
Which brings us to this month’s tip.

Where are your points?
In the competitive auction, it is not how many
points you hold that is important, but where they
are. In general, bid on when your points are in your
side’s trump suit and pass (or double if you think
the opponents are stealing – obviously not the issue
here) when your points are in the opponents’ suit.

Andrew’s Great Tips
With ‘quacks’ (queens and jacks) in your side’s
trumps or long suit, bid on. With quacks in the
opposing trump suit or a short suit, don’t. r

Bridge Ha Ha
Why not send in funny stories, April Fools or pictures to the
editor for consideration in the next issue?

www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge Fiction

A Mixed Blessing
THE Headmaster was always in two minds when
facing Bertie Bellis, the senior mathematics master.
Of course it was an asset to the school that so many
pupils from Maths 6A went to Oxbridge. As far as
the Headmaster was concerned, there was a price to
pay for this. Every Thursday, in the school duplicate,
the chances were that he would have to suffer two
bad boards, playing against Bertie and Percy
Cutforth. Ah well, perhaps this particular evening
would prove an exception.
‘Interesting boards tonight,’ observed Bertie
Bellis, taking his seat.
The Headmaster managed a brief nod. Interesting
boards? Not that he had noticed. This was the first
board of the round:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer East.
´ A6
™ Q653
t AK865
® Q8
84
´ K Q J 10 9 7 3
N
8
™ J 10 4
W
E
S
Q 10 9 3 2
t J4
J 10 4 3 2
® 6
´ 52
™ AK972
t 7
® AK975

West
Headmaster

North
Percy
Cutforth

Pass
Pass
Pass

4NT
5NT
7™

East
Rev
Benson
3´
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
Bertie
Bellis
4™
5®
6®

‘How can you bid a grand slam when he shows you
no aces and no kings?’ demanded the Reverend
10 English Bridge February 2016
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Benson. Percy Cutforth turned his unusually thick
lenses in the cleric’s direction. Was Charlie
attempting some feeble joke? Perhaps he had never
heard of Roman Key-card Blackwood. ‘Bertie
showed me three key-cards and then the king of
clubs,’ he replied.
The Reverend Benson shook his head
disapprovingly. ‘It takes all the fun out of slam
bidding if you know exactly what partner has,’ he
said. ‘That sort of thing will ruin the game.’
The 7™ bid was passed out and the Headmaster
led the ´8. Bertie Bellis won with the ´A and drew
two rounds of trumps with the ace and king, West
discarding a spade. The Headmaster was marked
with long holdings in both minors. What would he
discard on the next trump?
When a trump was led to the queen, the
Headmaster could see that he needed to keep his
diamonds to prevent dummy’s suit from being
established. He discarded a club. Bertie Bellis played
the ace and king of diamonds, throwing a spade,
and ruffed a diamond in his hand.
If diamonds had broken 4-3, his thirteenth trick
would have come from that suit. The ®Q and a club
ruff would have provided the necessary entries. As it
was, it was a simple matter to play the three top
clubs and establish the thirteenth club with a ruff in
the dummy. The grand slam was made.
‘Oh dear, he set up a long club,’ exclaimed the
Reverend Benson. ‘Unlucky, Headmaster. Your club
discard was very expensive.’
The Headmaster gritted his teeth. Charlie could
be exasperating at times. ‘If I throw a diamond, he
sets up that suit instead,’ he replied.
‘Yes, yes, I’m not saying it was easy for you,’
Benson continued. ‘Bertie hadn’t bid clubs, I realise.
I probably would have made the same mistake.’
The Headmaster decided to give up the struggle.
Earlier in the day Mr Fairweather, a recent addition
to the maths staff, had been telling him how hard it
was to teach the denser members of class 4D. Trying
to explain bridge situations to Charlie B was much
the same.
www.ebu.co.uk

This was the second board of the round:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer North.
´ A5
™ AKQ5
t AK5
® QJ64
K Q J 10 9 6
´ 842
N
7
™
632
W
E
S
984
t Q63
K32
® A975
´ 73
™ J 10 9 8 4
t J 10 7 2
® 10 8

West
Headmaster
2´
Pass

North
Percy
Cutforth
2®
Pass
4™

East
Rev
Benson
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
Bertie
Bellis
2t
3™

The Headmaster led the ´K and down went the
dummy. ‘How can you pass over 2´ on a strong
hand like that?’ queried the Reverend Benson.
‘Surely you’re worth a take-out double?’
‘A double would have been for penalties,’ Percy
Cutforth replied. ‘After my 2® opening, Bertie has to
bid again when I pass.’
‘That may be,’ the ancient cleric replied. ‘I’d still
find passing a bit risky.’
Bertie Bellis won the ´K lead with dummy’s ace
and drew trumps with the ace, king and queen. A
light came to his eye. The club position had some
potential. His next move was to play the ®4 to his
®8. When this forced an honour from West, the
contract was his. He won the diamond switch with
the ace and played another club. It made no
difference whether East played his ace or not. If he
did, there would be two discards for the diamond
losers. If he did not, declarer would lose only one
club and could afford to lose a diamond.
‘The interesting deals keep on coming tonight,’
declared Bertie Bellis. Finessing the ®8 was an extra
chance. If it loses to the ®9, I can still take the
diamond finesse.’
Interesting for some, extremely tedious for
others, thought the Headmaster. Thank goodness
he had to face Bertie for only two boards a week!r
www.ebu.co.uk
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Heather’s Hints

Discovery plays
N/S Game
Dealer South
´
™
t
®

10 7 4
A Q 10 3
A93
AK4
N
S

´
™
t
®

AK95
KJ42
J6

QJ9

West

North

East

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

2NT
4®
4NT
5NT

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

South

1™
3NT
4™
5™
6™

SOUTH opens one heart and her partner responds
2NT, Jacoby, showing game values and primary
trump support. Playing a weak no trump, a rebid of
3NT now shows a strong no trump hand. From this,
North knows that there are values for slam, and
proceeds with a 4® cue bid. South replies 4™ with a
minimum hand and no diamond control.
Blackwood establishes all the keycards are
present, which North shows by bidding 5NT, but
South has nothing extra to show and the bidding
comes to rest in 6™.
Despite holding the requisite values, the contract
isn’t all that great. How do you plan the play on the
lead of the five of diamonds?
You have only ten top tricks, and a diamond ruff
will take you to eleven, so there is no chance of a
12 English Bridge February 2016
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squeeze. Your remaining hope lies in bringing in
the spade suit for no loser. The options are to cash
one top honour, playing for singleton honour with
West, or take the double finesse. The double finesse
has a greater chance of success but can you find out
anything further about the distribution?
You won’t be able to cash all your tricks since you
will deprive yourself of the necessary two entries to
dummy should you need the double spade finesse,
since East can split his honours if he realises you
can’t get back to dummy. You do best to duck this
trick. It’s not that dangerous since it is unlikely that
East did not make a pre-emptive overcall with seven
diamonds at this favourable vulnerability, and it
may help you discover the distribution.
East wins with the queen and returns the four to
your jack, West’s king and your ace. Now you can
ruff your third diamond, East following with the
two, and West the ten. Drawing trumps reveals that
West began with three and East two.
This is where we have got to:
´
™
t
®

10 7 4
10
–
AK4
N
S

´
™
t
®

AK95
–
–

QJ9

You can continue your discovery of the
distribution by playing a club to the queen and one
back to the ace, to which both defenders follow. You
can’t try the third club because of the entry
problems so it’s time to decide about the spades.
What is your impression of the diamond layout?
www.ebu.co.uk

The lead is consistent with a three or four card
holding. So it is just possible that West began with a
1-3-4-5 shape, and a singleton honour in spades.
This would be a very specific layout to choose to
play for, as against many layouts where the spades
are more evenly divided with East holding two
honours. Your final clue comes from the cards that
East played in diamonds. If he began with Q-?-4-2,
it would be normal to return the original fourth
highest – the two. If East had just three diamonds,
West would have K-10-8-7-5, and would have
begun with the seven. When East returned the four
and followed with the two, it looks more probable
that East began with five, so cannot hold five spades.
Play a spade to the nine, and keep your fingers
crossed! This was the full deal:

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
862
965
K 10 5
8732

10 7 4
A Q 10 3
A93
AK4
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

QJ3
87
Q8742
10 6 5

AK95
KJ42
J6
QJ9

Heather’s hints:
1 A Jacoby 2NT over one of a major shows game
values and four card support. It is highly
recommended as these hands are otherwise
rather unwieldy, and space-consuming to
describe, which may leave you short of room
to investigate a slam.
Using 2NT as a natural response is
unnecessary and undesirable in any case. It is
better to respond in a four card minor suit
with invitational balanced hands since this
leaves room to establish whether there is a
five-three major suit game available.
2 When you have a crucial decision to make in a
suit, leave it until the last possible moment,
gathering as much evidence as you can along
the way. Remember to look carefully at the
small cards played in other suits if you want to
get a count on the hand.
r

www.ebu.co.uk
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Great Bridge Disasters

Letting a slam through
HOW WOULD you play 6t on the two hands
below? My apologies if instead you would have been
in 6NT, but apart from you, it’s an imperfect world.
´
™
t
®

A K 10 5 4 3
K4
A7
J72

W

E

West

´
™
t
®

Q
Q2
KQJ863
AQ94

East

1´
2t1
2´
3®
3t
3™2
3NT
4t
5®3
4™3
6t
Pass
1
Game-forcing; 2Fourth suit forcing; 3Cue bids with
diamonds agreed
South starts with ™10. Using Roman leads this
usually promises the jack. You play low from
dummy, but North wins ™A and returns the suit,
knocking out your late entry to dummy’s spades.
One possible line of play is to rely on a miracle
position in spades and diamonds – if one defender
has precisely ´J-x and precisely two diamonds, you
can play a spade to the queen, draw two trumps
ending in dummy, and cash three spades discarding
three clubs. The chances of this are not very high.
Another possibility is to run trumps, intending to
overtake the queen of spades after you have done so.
This will work if someone gets squeezed. You have
only ten top tricks (two spades if you’re going to
overtake the queen, one heart, six diamonds and the
club ace), but if an opponent has four low spades
and ®K-10 or ®K-x-x-x, his discard on the last
trump will present you with two extra tricks in the
suit of that discard. The chances of this are also not
very high.
Finally, you can take the club finesse. If this loses
you will of course go down at once, but if it doesn’t
14 English Bridge February 2016
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you are in better shape than in either of the lines
above. The king of clubs might be doubleton, as
might the jack of spades, or North might be
squeezed in the black suits. The chances of this
are, as by now you will have gathered, also not very
high, but they are higher than the chances in either
of the alternatives.
When this deal arose in the semi-final of the 2015
Bermuda Bowl, England confronted Poland in a
match that had been close all the way. Half-way
through the penultimate stanza of 16 boards, the
English declarer found himself confronted with the
problem as given. He took a club finesse.
The Polish declarer was in 6t at the other table.
He followed the first line above, playing for the
miracle position in spades and diamonds. How did
everyone do?

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer West.
´ J8
™ A97653
t 10 5
®865
A K 10 5 4 3
´ Q
N
K4
™ Q2
W
E
A7
t KQJ863
S
J72
® AQ94
´ 9762
™ J 10 8
t942
® K 10 3

As you can see, the club finesse failed and the
contract with it. You can also see the miracle
position in spades and diamonds was present – and
the black-suit squeeze line would have worked. A
16 IMP swing to Poland, which in a match that
England eventually lost by single figures was vital.
Why did the Polish declarer adopt a line that was
considerably against the odds? Because at his table
the bidding had been:
www.ebu.co.uk

West

North

East

South

1´
2NT2
3´
Pass
4t5
5t7
Pass

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

2t1
3t
4®3
Redble4
4NT6
6t

Pass
Pass
Dble
Pass
Pass
Pass

Not game-forcing; 2 Usually 6+ spades, extra
values, forcing to game; 3 Cue bid agreeing spades;
4
First-round club control; 5 After six and a half
minutes; 6 Keycard Blackwood for spades; 7 Three
key cards
If Zia Mahmood had been sitting South the
double of 4® might have been mischievous, but as
he was playing for another team in another room
declarer knew the club finesse wasn’t going to work.
From that moment England were doomed,
because whatever declarer did that involved not
taking the club finesse was bound to succeed. It was
hard to blame South for his double, though – for all
he knew West was going to play the hand in spades,
and he really wanted a club lead rather than a heart
against a spade (or no trump) contract.
That wasn’t the end of the story. The tempo of
West’s bid of 4t had, in the opinion of the English,
facilitated the auction for East-West – in particular,
it was contended that East might not have found it
so easy to drive to a slam had he not been sure that
his partner was considering alternatives to 4t. Since
West would have no such alternatives without a
heart control, East could infer that West had one
and use Blackwood with two losers in a suit that had
not so far been bid. Ultimately, the officials did not
concur with this view and the result was allowed to
stand. Debate continues to this day.
r
1
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Your Questions Answered

Responsive doubles
Mr
Nicklin
writesanswer is ‘correct’
As isAshley
often the
case, neither
Can you
a second
take-out
double? One
because
this do
is purely
a matter
of agreement.
When
each?
Acol
was first developed, a double was only “takethe bidding
wentby
out”Against
when ita weak
was two
the opening
first (non-pass)
action
2™-double
I had athis
3-1either
player. (take-out)-3™-?
All other doublesto– me.
including
one
in that most
order.tournament
With four spades
– 4-5
weredistribution
penalties. Today
players
I would
bidmore
3´ instantly.
Not knowing
agree
to playhave
many
take-out doubles.
This
partner’s shape I doubled instead for my
partner to do a continued take-out. My partner
was told my bid should have been considered as
penalties, there is no such thing as a secondary
take-out and I should have bid clubs! Please can
you advise which is correct and why?

2

4

What is a ‘responsive’ double?
Suppose your left hand opponents open the bidding
at the one or two level, partner doubles, and right
hand opponent raises to the two or three level:
1´

– Dbl –

2´ – ?

1®

– Dbl –

3® – ?

2™

– Dbl –

3™ – ?

A double now says simply ‘I have some high cards
but I don’t have an obvious suit to bid’. It is far
more likely that you have one of these hands than a
strict penalty double, and double lets you avoid
guessing which suit to bid.
Here we have an example of hands where East
will bid 3™ without the use of the responsive
double, and the better spade fit will be lost:
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KJ42
A54
K J 10 4 2
5

South

1

link

by Frances Hinden
´
™
t
®

3

AS IS often the case, neither answer is ‘correct’
because this is purely a matter of agreement. When
Acol was first developed, a double was only ‘takeout’ when it was the first (non-pass) action by either
player. All other doubles – including this one – were
penalties. Today most tournament players agree to
play many more take-out doubles. This sequence is
one where double is called ‘responsive’.

click

W

West

E

´
™
t
®

North

A 10 8 3
KQ82
53
972

East

1®
Dbl
3®
Dbl1
Pass
3t2
Pass
3™2
Pass
3´3
Pass
Pass4
Pass
Responsive – two or more possible places to play
Lowest suit
I don’t have hearts, but I do have spades
Finally we have found our fit

Bidding at a minimum level after the double is nonforcing, as the initial objective is to find a fit and
compete the part-score. With a strong hand, cuebid or jump. Assume that the responsive doubler
has a decent 8 or 9 count if they may have to play at
the three level; a little less at the two level. The hand
below provides an example:
´
™
t
®

KQ42
A52
A K 10 4 2
5

South

West

W

E

´
™
t
®

North

A 10 8 3
KQ83
53
972
East

1®
Dbl
3®
Dbl
Pass
4™
Pass
4®1
Pass
4´
All Pass
1
I’ve got a good hand, bid your lowest 4-card suit

What does the double say about the other major?
Many pairs get no further than agreeing
‘responsive doubles’ but it is a good idea to discuss
how many cards in the other major the double of a
major shows. Some like to say that ‘If I’ve got
www.ebu.co.uk

spades, I’ll bid them’ so that, say, 1™-Dbl-2™-Dbl
denies four spades. However, there’s no reason not
to double with four spades because partner can bid
them; sometimes three of a minor is a better spot:
´
™
t
®

West

J42
´ J42
A5
™ A5
A872
t A872
K J 10 3
® K J 10 3

´
´
™
™
t
t
®
®

A873
A873
842
842
KQJ3
KQJ3
94
94

East

W

E

South

West

North

East

1™
Pass
All Pass

Dbl
3®

2™
Pass

Dbl
3t

What do I do with a penalty double?
Suppose you are looking at

a) ´ J 4 2 ™ K Q J 3 2 t3

®Q 9 7 2

because a 4-3 spade fit should play well, possibly
better than a 4-4 club fit. After 1´-Dbl-2´, it is
harder to work out if there is a heart fit. One
solution is to agree that double promises four hearts
while 2NT is ‘unusual’ showing 4-4 in the minors.

Higher level doubles

and the auction starts 2™-Dbl-3™-? You cannot
double, because that is responsive and partner, with
0 or 1 hearts, will not pass. On hand (a) you must
pass smoothly and hope that partner doubles for
take-out again. If he doesn’t, you will defend 3™
undoubled and miss out on a nice penalty. That is
the downside of playing responsive doubles. On
hand (b) you bid 3NT.

´
™
t
®

K42
53
AK62
A J 10 3

W

´
™
t
®

E

Remember
When left hand opponent opens the bidding,
partner doubles and right hand opponent
raises, a common agreement is that your double
is ‘responsive’:

•
•

With a penalty double, pass (smoothly!)
Bidding shows confidence that the suit bid
is the right strain

•

At the three level you have less strict shape
requirements for the double, rather it is a more
flexible ‘I want to bid’. It shows decent values,
particularly after a weak two opening, as partner is
allowed to pass:

t Q 10 5 2 ® J 10 4

b) ´ A 6 3 ™ A K 2

A 2´ bid doesn’t promise five; it just says you aren’t
interested in playing elsewhere. After 1™-Dbl-2™ it
is best to bid 2´ with:
´ KQJ3 ™ 842 t94

®K872

At the two-level, double shows two fourcard suits

•

At higher levels double shows high cards
and invites partner to bid

•

Agree with your partner whether double
shows, denies or is neutral about your

A 10 7 5
97
Q 10 3
K972

South

West

North

East

2™
All Pass

Dbl

3™

Dbl

holding in the other major.

r

EW would far rather defend 3™ doubled on a trump
lead than toil in 3´ or 4®.
It’s common for partnerships to agree that double
is just ‘values’ rather than ‘penalties’ at any level.
The higher the level, the more often double will be
passed but it always shows ‘convertible’ values, not
good trumps.
www.ebu.co.uk
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Basic Cardplay
Controlling the trumps

by Paul Bowyer

click
link

MY PREVIOUS two articles stressed the need to
make a sound plan at the outset of a hand. This one
carries on the theme but focuses on how you need
to keep control of the trump suit.
We’ll start with a straightforward example of
drawing the right number of trumps:
Hand 1
Contract 4™ by South
Lead ´4
´ J 10 8
™ 943
t AK2
® 9864

(playing off the ™A-K and another) or to duck
an early trump. Now a further spade lead would
leave declarer with insufficient trumps to control
the hand. The full deal was:
Hand 1. Contract 4™ by South. Lead ´4

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Q64
10 8
10 9 6 4 3
A53

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

9
AK752
85
K Q J 10 7

Now the formula is always the same – Count – Plan
– Execute. Count your winners and losers and make
a plan before you start to play.
East-West (who have competed to 3´) lead two
rounds of spades against 4™ and you ruff the
second spade. Now, counting winners and losers
you can see three of the latter immediately, a spade,
a club and a trump. If trumps are 4-1 then you have
two trump losers and 4™ is doomed. Rather than
take a fatalistic approach you assume trumps are
going to split 3-2. What do you do?
Well, almost all players would get this right,
probably without really thinking it through. The
right play is to cash the ™A K and then, leaving the
master trump at large, set up the side-suit by
leading clubs. The defenders can take the ®A and
the boss trump at their pleasure but can take no
more than their three obvious winners. The fatal
mistake would be to drive out the winning trump
18 English Bridge February 2016

J 10 8
943
AK2
9864
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AK7532
QJ6
QJ7
2

9
AK752
85
K Q J 10 7

This type of play, leaving the opponents with a
winning trump or two and attacking a side suit, is a
common one. Here, in a modest contract of 2´,
declarer succeeds by ignoring the siren call
for overtricks.
Hand 3. Contract 2´ by South. Lead t10
´ Q7
™ J94
t AQ3
® A9642
´
™
t
®

J4
AQ7
10 9 8 4
KJ87

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

A 10 9 6
K 10 8 5 2
6
Q 10 3

K8532
63
KJ752
5

www.ebu.co.uk

South takes the diamond lead on table and advances
the ´Q, taken by the ace. Taking diamond ruffs
would not help the defence, so they play three
rounds of hearts, forcing declarer to ruff and
reducing his trumps. Correctly, South cashes the ´K
and then…? Playing another trump would net nine
tricks on a 3-3 break, seven on a 4-2 break.
Here, if South leads another spade East would
seize the chance to draw trumps and cash two heart
winners. The correct way to deal with the hand is
simply to ignore the outstanding trumps and to
play off diamond winners, forcing out the master
trumps that way. Sure, if trumps had been 3-3 then
declarer would lose two trump tricks instead of just
one, but he would still make the contract.
Declarer’s eight tricks come from four spades
(in a curious fashion), just three diamonds (two
of them get trumped) and a club. It is easier to
see that the losers are confined to three spades and
r
two hearts.

LICENSED BRIDGE
When you see the ‘LB’ sign in an
advertisement in the magazine, it
means that:

•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for,
and received, a licence from the EBU.

•

They may choose to give master points in
accordance with EBU scales.

•

These master points will be accepted and added
to player records.

•

The bridge will be played in line with EBU
regulations and bye laws, thus affording all players
the protection of playing within the jurisdiction of
the EBU.

All County events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Any events licensed by another National
Bridge Organisation will not be able to have master
points credited to members’ records save for Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland with
whom the EBU have a reciprocal
agreement.

www.ebu.co.uk
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Match Report

Gold Cup 2015
THE LAST two rounds of the 2015 Gold Cup didn’t
include quite so many of the usual suspects. Many
strong teams had fallen before or at the quarterfinal stage – most notably, the Allfrey team that
contained most of the current England side were
soundly defeated by their captain Simon Cope and
their sometime coach Ben Green in a team
completed by Nicola Smith, Peter Crouch and John
Holland.
That quintet outperformed Peter Lee’s team
(Mike Scoltock, David Burn, Ingar Hansen) in one
semi-final; in the other Sally Brock (Barry Myers,
Chris Dixon, Taf Anthias) were up against Simon
Gillis, Zia Mahmood, Tom Hanlon, Boye Brogeland
and Espen Lindqvist. The galaxy of international
superstars didn’t contain enough dark matter to
prevent it from falling apart, so the final would see
the partnership of Sally Brock and Nicola Smith on
opposite sides.
It was close. That is, it was close for three of eight
sets at the end of which Brock led by a single IMP.
The fourth set began thus:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer North.
´ AQ943
™ A765
t Void
® AJ75
J72
´ K 10
N
Q94
™ J 10 8
W
E
J52
t A K 10 9 8 4 3
S
Q 10 9 6
® 4
´ 865
™ K32
t Q76
® K832

West
Smith
Pass

North
Dixon
1´
4´
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East
Crouch
2t
All Pass

South
Anthias
2´

click

by David Burn

link

Gold Cup Winners
From left: Simon Cope, Nicola Smith, John
Holland, Peter Crouch and Ben Green
Crouch led tA, ruffed by Dixon who cashed ™A
and crossed to ™K to make the slightly inaccurate
play of a low spade to the nine (it is fractionally
better to run the eight, but that wouldn’t have
helped). This lost to Crouch’s ´10, and he led his
remaining heart over to his partner’s ™Q. Smith
played ´7 and Dixon made the perfectly accurate
but wretchedly unfortunate decision to finesse the
queen. Crouch had a club with which to exit, and
when that suit proved to have a loser the nonvulnerable game was one down.
West
Brock
Pass
Pass

North
Green
1´
Double
Pass

East
Myers
3t
Pass
Pass

South
Holland
Pass
4´

The intermediate jump overcall by Myers silenced
Holland temporarily, but he regarded his side kings
as working hard enough to jump to 4´ at his second
turn. Myers led tK and Green ruffed. He ducked a
heart next, and Brock overtook Myers’ ™8 with the
nine in order to shift to ®6. There isn’t much to say
about this other than that she would not do it again
www.ebu.co.uk

given the opportunity. When dummy’s ®8 held
Green was not minded to indulge in high-falutin’
technical plays in the trump suit – his finesse of the
queen lost to the king, but when the suit divided 32 he had his contract and 10 IMPs with it.
Not often does a side that can take eleven tricks
fail to bid beyond the one level, but not never either:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ 5
™ Q
t KJ8632
® Q7542
10 8 6
´ AQ74
N
AJ76
™ K 10 8 5 3
W
E
10 7 5
t 9
S
J96
® 10 8 3
´ KJ932
™ 942
t AQ4
® AK

West
North
East
South
Brock
Green
Myers
Holland
Pass
2t1
Double2
2NT3
Pass
3®
Pass
3´
Pass
4®
Pass
5t
Pass
Pass
Pass
1
Weak 2 Also weak, though technically not supposed to be
3
Not weak

That was normal enough. This wasn’t:
West
Smith
Pass
3™2

North
Dixon
Pass
Pass

East
Crouch
1™1
Pass

South
Anthias
1´
Pass

1
You may think this is a typical third-seat opening, but I
assure you that Crouch would have opened it wherever he
had been sitting.
2
Pre-emptive.

South probably ought to have bid again in the
knowledge of short hearts opposite, but when he
didn’t Cope scored 600 at one table and 140 at the
other for a 12 IMP gain. At the end of the eightboard segment his team had taken the lead by 33
IMPs, and they never looked like losing it.
r
www.ebu.co.uk

PERMITTED
AGREEMENTS
ADDITIONS and amendments to permitted
methods take effect from August 1st and any
applications to change anything need to be
received by the Laws and Ethics Committee by
the end of February.
If you wish to apply for approval of any
agreement not currently permitted, you should
send it by the end of February 2016 either
typed on A4 paper to the Secretary to the
Laws and Ethics Committee, EBU, Broadfields,
Bicester Road, Aylesbury HP19 8AZ or by email to John Pain, john@ebu.co.uk. You should
include a logical defence to any agreement and
how it is to be shown on the system card.
The Committee tend to look more favourably
on applications that are not especially difficult
to defend against.
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Suit Combinations
Enlisting opponents’ help Andrew Kambites

click
link

THE CONTRACT is 4´. West leads the ®J. How
would you plan the play?
´
™
t
®

K J 10 6 2
K76
A6
Q72

how to play the hearts. You have no minor suit cards
left. This is the position you have reached:
´
™
t
®

J 10 6
K76
---

N
W

N
E

W

S

´
™
t
®

AQ543
10 8 2
J7

AK8

As this is a series on suit combinations you may be
agonising over the best way you can play hearts for
two losers. If so you are on the wrong track. There
are very few combinations where you are not better
off forcing the defence into leading a tricky suit,
rather than opening it up yourself. This applies
particularly to combinations with scattered
honours and intermediates. In this hand you can
easily do that. Win the ®A, draw trumps, complete
the elimination of clubs by cashing your ®K and
®Q and play tA followed by a second diamond.
So far you have not needed to put any thought into
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E
S

´
™
t
®

Q54
10 8 2
--

--

The poor defender now on lead cannot lead a minor
suit card without conceding a ruff and discard. He
has no trump left to lead, and is left with no choice
but to play a heart.
1. If East has won the diamond trick he
immediately solves your problem.
2. If West wins the diamond and exits with a low
heart, play low from dummy and allow East to
win. East is now endplayed.
The only heart exit from West that will give you any
problem is the ™Q (or ™J). If you think West has ™J
as well, allow the ™Q to win and play low on the
heart continuation, hopefully forcing East to waste
his ™A to prevent your ™10 scoring.
A good West player will see you are preparing an
endplay and might exit with the ™Q from a holding
like ™Q-5-3, seeing that as the only chance to give
you a losing option. If you believe that West has this
holding you might cover the ™Q with the ™K,
leaving your ™10 sitting after East’s ™J.
Of course if West exits with the ™Q (or ™J) you
might guess wrong. It is not 100% foolproof but it
won’t damage you to force opponents to open up a
messy suit like the hearts.
www.ebu.co.uk

On the next deal you are in 4´. West leads the ´A
followed by the ´4, East following to both.
´
™
t
®

98
K 10 9
8643
A852
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

K Q J 10 7 3 2
753
AK

4

You need to avoid three losers in hearts, and the
opponents declined to play the suit for you. You
might make the token gesture of cashing the tA-K,
crossing to dummy’s ®A and ruffing a club but then
you will be faced with tackling hearts yourself. Start
with the ™3 to dummy’s ™9. East wins with the ™J
and exits with a minor suit. By all means try
running off a few trumps but you will eventually
have to play hearts again. You lead the ™5 and West
again plays low.
Of course this is a restricted choice position. If
East had the ™Q as well as the ™J he would have had
a choice. Faced with this, it will normally pay you to
assume that East had no choice. West is twice as
likely as East to have the ™Q so playing dummy’s
™10 is better odds than the ™K.
We now see the same heart suit but this time you
have better options. You are in 4´. West leads the ´A
followed by the ´5, East following to both.
´
™
t
®

Start by eliminating the minor suits – tA, tK, tQ
followed by the ®K, ®A and a club ruff. You cannot
force the defenders to initially open up hearts, but
you can certainly make them play the second round
to your advantage. Lead the ™3.
If West plays an honour your problem is solved. If
West plays low try dummy’s ™9. If East wins with
the ™Q or ™J he is endplayed – a heart return
guarantees a trick for your ™K while a minor suit
concedes a ruff and discard.
Even if you cannot fully eliminate the minor suits
you should do what you can. In the final example
West leads the ´A followed by the ´8 against your
4´ contract, East following once and then
discarding a diamond.

9832
K 10 9
Q64
A85

N

´
™
t
®

www.ebu.co.uk

K4

K Q J 10 7 6
753
AK

K4

With only one entry to dummy you cannot fully
eliminate clubs but it costs nothing to take the tA,
tK and ®K, ®A and ruff a club before tackling
hearts. One defender still has a club left. If West has
it, East will be endplayed after a heart to dummy’s
™9. If East has the last club no doubt he will use it to
escape the endplay, but you have lost nothing by
trying. This play is called a Partial Elimination.

•

E

K Q J 10 7
753
AK9

E
S

S

´
™
t
®

5432
K 10 9
Q6
A852
W

•

N
W

´
™
t
®

•
•

It is usually an advantage to force the
defence to open up a suit, particularly one
with scattered honours and intermediates.
Eliminate the side suits, so that when the
defence leads they are forced to make a
helpful action.
If you can force a defender to give you a
ruff and discard you can drop a loser.
If it is not possible to strip out all suits, you
can try a partial elimination.
r
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Bridge with a Twist

Westminster Bridge

click

by Simon Cochemé
I WENT to watch the annual Lords versus
Commons Bridge match, played at the Palace of
Westminster. I was met by the director, Rodney
Black, who took me through to the Great Hall. The
players were already gathering, and there was a fine
log fire in the grate.
‘The match started in 1876,’ he told me, ‘when
Disraeli became the Earl of Beaconsfield and moved
to the House of Lords. He and Gladstone wanted to
preserve their rivalry, so they started an annual
whist match. There is a lot of cross-over between
bridge and politics,’ he went on. ‘Palmerston was the
first Prime Minister to use the word reshuffle. We
call a game-forcing bid a three-line whip and we’ve
incorporated the concept of the transferable bid
into our proportional representation proposals. The
Commons have Bob Blackman and John Redwood
playing for them; a formidable pair, known as
Black-wood.’ He then excused himself, ‘I must get
ready and collect my staff.’
He returned a few minutes later, dressed as his
alter ego, in an 18th century jacket and britches.
He rapped his staff on the floor. The players
drew out their cards for the first board and
paused expectantly.
‘Order, order!’ cried Black Rod, and they sorted
their hands. It was a busy afternoon for Black Rod;
despite public outcry and frequent parliamentary
inquiries, there were many faulty claims.
The deal to the right was an early board where the
Lords pair were sitting North-South:
West
LotO

North
Lord T
1´

East
SSD
Pass

South
Earl C
4™

All Pass

West, hopeful that South’s 4™ bid might have been a
splinter, asked Lord Trumpingham what he
understood by the bid. The noble Lord,
who probably thought that a splinter was a
breakaway faction of a terrorist group, gave a noncommittal shrug.
24 English Bridge February 2016

´
™
t
®

link

Game All. Dealer North.
´ A K Q 10 6 2
™ –
t K 10 5 3
® 10 5 2
9754
´ J
N
65
™ A743
W
E
S
A82
t QJ74
KQ63
® J987
´ 83
™ K Q J 10 9 8 2
t 96
® A4

The House
of
V
Lords
‘You’re obliged to tell me,’ insisted West, ‘It’s my
right under the EBU’s Freedom of Information Act.’
‘I think it’s a Lords-a-Leaping bid,’ replied a
reluctant North, looking at his hand. ‘Like in
the carol. Ten Lords-a-Leaping: he’s contracting for
ten tricks.’
West – the Leader of the Opposition – led the ®K.
Earl Chiltern, the declarer, won and played a top
trump. East – the Secretary of State for Defence –
took the trick and exited with the ´J to dummy.
Declarer had no safe way back to his hand to draw
trumps. He tried playing a club, but West won and
www.ebu.co.uk

gave his partner a spade ruff. With the tA still to
come, that was one down. For Earl Chiltern, whose
tendency to bid too much when vulnerable had led
to the phrase The Chiltern Hundreds, this was a
good result.
A little later I saw the board being played at
another table (for you this will be a second reading).
The Countess in the West seat smiled at me. She had
a roving eye and rumour had it that she was not
averse to a Squeeze without the Count. The EBU
lawyers tell me that I should not give her name;
never mind, I expect you will be able to find it on
some social media site.
The bidding took a different course.
West
Countess
3®
Pass
Dble

North
CP
1´
Pass
3´
All Pass

East
Lord Y
Dble
Pass
Pass

South
CoWaM
2™
3™
4™

Lord Yarborough, whose hand was much stronger
than usual, ventured a take-out double on the East
cards. North-South then had a full and frank

The House
of
S
Commons
exchange of views, ending at Four Hearts.
‘That’s what we call a filibuster auction,’ South
told me, as he placed his 4™ bid on the table. ‘It goes
on and on and on until the time runs out.’
The Countess slapped down a double card. ‘And
that’s what we call a Motion of No Confidence,’ she
said. She led the ®K and the erstwhile Coalition
Partner – known as Dummy – laid out his hand.
Declarer, the Chairman of Ways and Means,
considered his ways and means, eventually playing
low from both hands. He won the club continuation
and played the ™K.
Continued overleaf
www.ebu.co.uk

The winning team from the House of Lords –
Baroness Blackstone, Lord Kalms, Baroness Henig,
John Deech, Lord Harrison, Lord Skelmersdale, The
Earl of Caithness, Baroness Billingham (seated),
Baroness Byford (seated)

THE 41st annual match between the House of
Lords and the House of Commons took place
on 4 November, and was won by a large margin
by the team representing the Upper House.
Aggregate scoring was used, and over 24 boards
they finished 2940 ahead. The winning team is
pictured above.
This broke a run of victories for the team
from the House of Commons, and the House
of Lords now lead the series 22-19.
The event was sponsored by Lord Kalms, and
organised by the two captains, Baroness Henig,
and Bob Blackman MP.
The Tony Berry Trophy for the best played
hand was judged by England international
Tom Townsend, and presented to Tony
McWalter of the House of Commons team.
The hands were set by Paul Bowyer, and his
fun and educational commentary is available
from http://tinyurl.com/q4ymvhk

Tony McWalter receives the Tony Berry Trophy for
the best played hand from Tom Townsend
February 2016 English Bridge
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As at the first table, East took his ace and switched to his singleton spade. The Chairman won in dummy
and was able to ruff a club to get back to his hand to draw the trumps. He then crossed to dummy with a
spade and disposed of his losing diamonds. The result was Four Hearts doubled, plus one.
South looked at me for approval. ‘Did you like my Oliver at trick one?’ he asked.
‘Oliver Twist? Because you wanted some more?’ I hazarded. ‘You wanted them to play another club?’
‘No, that’s what we call it when we duck a trick: Oliver Let-win.’
There was a short debate at the end when the Lords insisted on their numerous honours being included
in the score. After a recount the returning officer declared that the senior house were the winners and the
r
result was greeted with cheers and booze.
JUNIOR bridge players from Sussex visited the House of
Lords on Tuesday 24 November to play minibridge with
the peers.
The youngsters acquitted themselves well against their
more experienced opponents. No score was kept to
preserve the winning streak the Lords’ team is enjoying
at the moment. Following the visit, two of the
participants, Holly and Ruby, were interviewed on BBC
Radio about the visit, and why they enjoy bridge.

CAPTION COMPETITION
WE are delighted to welcome back Celia Weber as
our cartoonist. She continues to produce pictures
that make us smile. As usual we are asking you to
exercise your great imaginations and send us
captions to complement the cartoon opposite.
You may have noticed that Westminster and
parliament have featured heavily in this issue – see
previous pages – but, of course, any likeness to
anyone living or dead is entirely coincidental.
English Bridge is thrilled that Prestat Chocolates
has kindly agreed to donate a box of its very
superior chocolates as a prize. The brightly
coloured boxes, together with the scrumptious
contents, have become synonymous with good
taste – in all the best ways!
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Please send your entries to lou@ebu.co.uk by
20th February, or post to Editor, Raggett House,
Bowdens, Langport, TA10 0DD

www.ebu.co.uk

Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

FEBRUARY 2016
WEST HANDS

FEBRUARY 2016
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. Love All
Dealer South
(Robson)
* South opens 1´
2. Love All
Dealer West
(Dhondy)
3. N/S Game
Dealer West
(Holland)
4. Game All
Dealer East
(Bakhshi)
5. Game All
Dealer East
(Brock)
* South opens 3®

´
™
t
®

A K 10 2
A K Q 10 2
8
KQ2

1. Love All
Dealer South

´
™
t
®

AJ42
K6
AKJ94
Q9

2. Love All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

AK2
QJ7
K 10 8
Q987

3. N/S Game
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

AK4
A Q 10 8
A65
AQ6

4. Game All
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

A 10 4 3
QJ853
A43
Q

5. Game All
Dealer East

´ J762
™ Q984
t 7
(Mossop)
® AKQ4
* South opens 3t, North bids 4t

6. Game All
Dealer South

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 35-37
www.ebu.co.uk

(Forrester)
* South opens 1´

(Senior)

(Hallberg)

(Gold)

(Smith)
* South opens 3®

´
™
t
®

8
J854
A Q 10 9 7 4
74

´
™
t
®

65
AQJ9874
AKJ7

´
™
t
®

Q 10 5 3
AK2
A6
K543

´
™
t
®

Q97
754
K32
K J 10 2

´
™
t
®

K762
74
Q 10 9
A 10 5 3

´ KQ
™ AKJ65
t K84
(P Hackett)
® 852
* South opens 3t, North bids 4t

6. Game All
Dealer South

Did you beat the experts? – Pages 35-37
February 2016 English Bridge
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Christmas Quiz 2015

Answers and winners

by Bernard Magee

Full answers, including
the original hands are
available online
pages 68-71

SECTION C (Questions 6-9)
BRIDGE DINGBATS
The four phrases below represent something to do
with bridge. Two marks are available for each
phrase correctly decoded.

Q6. Forth rescue – BRIDGE CLUB (Rescue club
used in golf)

Q7. Strange fortnight – WEAK TWOS
Q8. One sirloin ends conversation – ONE NO
TRUMP OVERCALL (NOT RUMP)

Q9. Coffee with half-a-shot to go – WEAK
TAKE-OUT

SECTION A (Questions 1–3)
THE MISSING CARD
You are a card short, so you have to identify the
missing card. Five marks for each correctly
identified card.
Q1. Answer: ´Q
Q2. Answer: ®J
Q3. Answer: tQ

SECTION B (Questions 4-5)
CHOOSE THEIR LEAD
It is Christmas for the declarer and he is allowed
to choose the opponents’ lead!
Each correct lead gains you 5 marks. Choosing
the correct line of play in Q5 will gain you an extra
5 marks.

Q4. Answer: ´K
Q5. Answer: A HEART. Trumps break 2-1 because
neither player has a void. You ruff the lead
low, cross to ´A, ruff a second heart high,
cross to ´K (drawing the last trump) and
then ruff a third heart. Finally you cross to
the ´Q and play your hearts from the top
along with South’s two aces
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SECTION D (Questions 10-13)
BRIDGE HISTORY
Link the Kings with their slam contracts; each
correct pairing will gain you one mark.

Q10 6´ non-vulnerable – 980 – Ethelred the
Unready

Q11 6™ vulnerable – 1430 – Henry VI
Q12 7NT non-vulnerable – 1520 – Henry VIII
Q13 6® vulnerable – 1370 – Edward III

SECTION E (Questions 14A, 14B and 14C)
CHOOSE YOUR SWITCH
Q14A. Answer: ™7
Q14B. Answer: ®2
Q14C. Answer: ™7

r

Congratulations to our
TWO WINNERS
David Barley – Gillingham, Kent
Paul Roberts – Chester

www.ebu.co.uk

Our BRILLIANT Juniors

England Under 20s win Channel Trophy

Good results all round

The U20s team won every match, and led from
start to finish in a tremendous display of quality
and aggression. The December event was held at
the headquarters of the Dutch Bridge Federation
in Utrecht. The team beat France in the first match
before demolishing the Netherlands. Two solid
wins against Belgium and another crushing of the
Dutch meant a small cushion over France. In the
final match England narrowly beat the French to
win the Trophy.
This was an England U20 debut for Kripa
Panchagnula and Jonathan Clark. Ben Norton and
Sam Behrens have been capped many times while
Liam Sanderson and Daniel Winter previously
played in Tromso for the U15 team. This was a first
win for all six players.

In the U25s England had a chance going into the
final match but couldn't maintain their early lead
against France, and finished third.
In the U25 Women's event England fielded three
young players, Jasmine Bakhshi, Megan Jones and
Liz Gahan who were the youngest ever to represent
their country along with two older, and more
experienced players, Laura Covill and Katy Lee,
and Helen Holmes, who was making her debut.
Although they started very slowly they gained in
momentum as the event went on and in the final
matched destroyed the Belgium team to finish in
third place.
More details and pictures can be found on the
EBU website: http://www.ebu.co.uk/node/2255

Young Bridge Challenge

Loughborough, 5th March 2016
A free, fun, one-day bridge
event for school-age players of
all experience levels.

™ Schools Cup ´ Minibridge Pairs t Swiss Teams
® Pairs game for accompanying adults
For more information please
contact Lisa on 01296 317217 or
at lisa@ebedcio.org.uk

www.ebu.co.uk

Camrose victory
Congratulations to the English team which
raced into the lead on the first weekend of the
Camrose Trophy held in Ireland in mid-January.
The team won all five matches, only once by
less than 18 VPs. It starts the next leg some 37
VPs ahead. The players were Alexander Allfrey &
Andrew Robson, Mike Bell & David Gold, David
Bakhshi & Tony Forrester.

February 2016 English Bridge
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A ro u n d & A b o u t

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

DIAMOND
ANNIvERSARY

Lowestoft Bridge Club, the most easterly club
in
England, has recently celebrated its sixtie
th
anniversary. On the night members enjoyed
a

and Joy
rs, Jane Bracher
Regular membe
hdays at
rt
bi
th
ing their 95
at
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r,
ne
ar
W
nt Bridge club
the Weald of Ke

pairs competition for the (new) Anniversa
ry
Cup, and a special cake cut by the oldest (94)
and longest serving member, Louis Clayd
on.
Corks popped and wine was served. The toast
was to the next sixty years!
Felicity Hillier

G
DEvASTATIN
FLOODS

Miriam Walpole, from
Basingstoke Bridge
Club, who reached her
100th birthday
Miriam may be the bridgein November
in years, but certainly no club’s oldest member
t in spirit. She plays
regularly in the Wednesd
ay afternoon duplicate
sessions. A special celebr
ation included flowers,
balloons and a cake with
sparklers which set off
the fire alarm. A former
maths teacher, Miriam
learnt to play bridge in the
1930s. Despite bridge
not being officially a spo
rt, it is clearly doing
some good!
Helen Kinloch
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Arou nd & Ab ou t
SIMS PRIZE DRAW

JUNIOR CONGRESS

The average age of the Ox
ford Bridge Club was
lowered dramatically in No
vember when thirty
children, aged 8 – 18 years
descended upon the
balloon-decorated premises
generating laughter
and good will.

Jeremy Dhondy, EBU Chairman,
picks the winners at the AGM

Every club winner of an EBU-organised
.
SIMS event is entered into a prize draw
y
Hett
Congratulations to Susan Dodds and
who
Jackson of Castle Morpeth Bridge Club
With three sections to
won the £1,000 first prize. Wantage
run, mini-bridge,
novice bidders and exp
Bridge Club won the
erienced bidders, an
accolade must surely go to
£1,000 first prize for clubs
our scorers and TDs,
Diane Coe, Mike Fletcher
and Peter Sherry, who
managed to keep boards
and children moving,
despite the cross-table cha
tting!
When we called a halt, eve
ryone descended
upon the tea table, gro
aning with goodies,
mostly donated by parent
s, while the scorers
feverishly attempted to gen
erate results.
Prizes were presented
by Richard Sills,
Chairman of the Oxford
Bridge Club. In the
mini-bridge section, first pri
ze went to Reading
siblings, Jacob and Alice Ha
thaway (in spite of
one of them trumping the
other’s ace!!!) In the
novice bidders section, wh
ere we had four full
tables, the results were extrem
ely close with John
Wood and Freya Baldwin
taking first prizes and
top prizes in the experience
Shaftesbury
d section went to the
Brid
Anstice brothers, Arthur and
the St Renan ge Club in Dorset twin
George.
n
ed
Bridge Club
with
Thanks to the Chairman
France) in
(Nr Brest,
and Trustees of the
2014. Some
Brittany,
OBC for generously donatin
16 member
spouses wer
g their premises, to
s with som
e hosted in
e
Da
vid Bygott, our ‘official’ pho
F
ra
took place
nce. A retu
tographer and to
at the end
rn
vi
si
t
all our volunteers present
of Septemb
we’re confid
on the day, plus those
er 2015 and
ent les Fran
who teach in the junior
cais enjoyed
immensely
clubs and schools
themselves
in Dorset.
throughout the year.
Pip Duncan
Holly Kilpatrick
Next similar event on 21
February. Contact
joanmbennett@hotmail.co.
uk

FRENCH T
WINNIN

G

EBU Awards
EBU AWARDS 2015
These awards were announced at the 2015 AGM. The Tony Priday award, in memory of the man himself, is given for
outstanding contribution to bridge and enhancing the game in all its aspects. The Diamond Award is given to players in
recognition of excellence and success over a sustained period for England’s international teams. Silver Awards recognise
long service and outstanding contribution to the administration of bridge at county and national level; Dimmie Fleming
Awards are given in recognition of a valued contribution to the game of bridge at county level and voluntary services to the
English Bridge Union.

BERNARD TELTSCHER

SANDRA LANDY

DAvID BURN

Tony Priday Award

Diamond Award

Diamond Award

The inaugural Tony Priday
Award is being given to Bernard
Teltscher. Bernard established
and funded the Senior Camrose,
which is now known as the
Teltscher Cup.
Bernard played with Tony
Priday in many events, including
the 2014 Teltscher Trophy, with
the Great Britain team finishing
second, and the pair finishing
second in the cross-imp scoring.
He is President of the London
Metropolitan Bridge Association
and has also sponsored the
prestigious Lederer trophy.
Bernard can also be credited
with restarting the Cambridge
Bridge Club, in 1946, which had
been dormant during the war,
and acted as its President.
He is also the only EBU
member to have recognised the
work of the EBU staff by giving a
gift each Christmas.

Sandra
represented Great
Britain with distinction for more
than three decades winning five
European Championships and
two World Championships. She
has also represented England
successfully in both the Camrose
and Lady Milne.

David has represented England
with distinction on a number of
occasions. He has been a
successful coach of England
teams for nearly thirty years. He
coached Great Britain to the
Bermuda Bowl silver medal
(1987) and victory in the
European
championships
(1991), has coached the highly
successful England Women's
team over recent years, and aided
the Senior team in their victory
in
the
2014
European
Championships. He has also
acted as NPC for many Camrose
teams.
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PHILIP MASON
Silver Award

Philip Mason is
of
President
Yorkshire having
been its very
successful chairman for 25 years
until earlier this year. He is a
member of the EBU tournament
committee and served with distinction as its chairman for some years.
He was an EBU board member and became its vice chairman. He was
also the board’s representative to Bridge Great Britain.
There is no sphere of bridge administration with which Philip has
not been involved, at county or national level for a period of over
thirty years.

www.ebu.co.uk

EBU Awards
ELENA
JERONIMIDIS
Honorary Life
Membership
Elena was at the helm of English
Bridge for eight years, and
responsible for the change to a
smaller format which has
ensured the publication’s future.
As editor she always showed
great integrity and judgement
whilst maintaining a good sense
of humour. She is hugely
respected by authors, players and
readers alike.

BARRY
BRELSFORD
(Lancashire)
Dimmie Fleming
Award
Barry has been Lancashire’s
anchor of bridge administration,
holding various posts at the
LCBA for over 20 years.
In 1996 he was elected ViceChairman of the LCBA and
became Chairman in 1999 but
stood down in 2001 to become
Secretary, a position he still
holds. In 1997 he was elected as a
Lancashire delegate to the EBU
Council
and
became
a
Lancashire Shareholder. He has
been on the LCBA Selection
Committee since 2006. When the
EBU
introduced
universal
membership, he rewrote the
LCBA Constitution to conform
to the new circumstances. Barry
puts a lot of time and effort into
promoting bridge ensuring
'things ran smoothly at county
level for many years'.

www.ebu.co.uk

GEOFF SMITH
(Kent)
Dimmie Fleming
Award
Geoff joined the
KCBA Committee in 1990 and
has completed 25 years. He was
Treasurer for 19 years until
becoming Deputy Chairman in
2010, and Chairman in 2011. He
was directly involved in the move
to P2P. The number of Kent
members
has
significantly
increased under his leadership.
He has tirelessly recruited more
Tournament Directors and
bridge teachers in the county’s
clubs. Numbers at Kent events
have increased. Since 2012 Geoff
has also been the county’s Chief
Tournament Director.
Geoff
also
drove
the
appointment of an Archivist,
resulting in an excellent addition
to the KCBA website.

CHARLOTTE vINE
(Middlesex)
Dimmie Fleming
Award
Charlotte has served on the
MCBA Committee for 15 years,
the last 11 as President until her
retirement earlier this year. She
was also a county and club
Tournament Director for many
years until retiring from such
duties in 2011.
Charlotte attended many
county committee meetings. She
organised and attended county
events and generally promoted
the county. She was a steady
influence on those around her
and always on hand for advice.

BERNARD
EDDLESTON
(Herts)
Dimmie Fleming
Award
Bernard joined the Executive
Committee of Hertfordshire in
2002 as Treasurer and EBU
shareholder. In 2008 he was
elected President (Chair) of the
County Association and ensured
the smooth transition to
Universal Membership. He has
pushed for greater accountability
through the publication of
committee
decisions,
clear
selection criteria for County
representation
and
the
introduction of a newsletter. He
established
meetings
with
affiliated clubs and made a point
of visiting them all.
Since 2014 Bernard has been a
trustee of English Bridge
Education and Development
(EBED), helping develop bridge
teaching in schools.
Bernard decided to retire as
President in May 2015 but has
been the driving force making
the County association more
efficient and relevant to its
members and affiliated clubs.

MORE
WELLDESERvED
AWARDS
OvERLEAF
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EBU Awards
ELIZABETH MUIR
(North East)

JOAN BURGESS
(Notts)

DAvID BURGESS
(Notts)

Dimmie Fleming
Award

Dimmie Fleming
Award

Dimmie Fleming
Award

Liz has given over
twenty five years service to the
NEBA committee – her roles
covering all aspects of ‘officership’ from Chairman, Secretary,
Congress organizer, Selector and
numerous other roles which
have championed bridge in the
North East, all of which she has
carried out with true honesty
and integrity.

Joan was a member
of the Nottinghamshire CBA
Committee from 1991 to 2015.
She was its Masterpoint
Secretary until 2010. She was
Teams of Eight League Secretary
from 1992 – 2011, and Team of
Four Secretary from 2011 to
2015. She was Secretary from
2001-2003 and Shareholder for
Nottinghamshire from 2001 to
2014.

DAvID GALPIN
(Sussex)

LESLIE REECE
(Warwickshire)

Dimmie Fleming
Award

Dimmie Fleming
Award

David has served
the Sussex County Contract
Bridge Association for many
years in multiple roles, including
serving on the Management
Committee,
the
Selector’s
Committee (as Chair for eight
years to 2014), the County
Tournament Directors panel and
as Honorary Treasurer for over
thirteen years to date.
He has also been Tournament
Organiser for the annual Sussex
League for the last sixteen years.
David has made an enormous
contribution to the success of
Sussex bridge over close to
twenty years. However, it would
be wrong to measure his service
just in terms of time. Rather we
should look at the personal input
he has provided and reflect on
the level of
enthusiasm,
commitment and sheer effort
involved.
34 English Bridge February 2016

Leslie has been a
member of the Warwickshire
Executive Committee for thirty
four years. Joining in 1981 he
took over as League Secretary in
1985, an office he held until he
became Vice-Chairman in 1990.
and then Chairman in 1992 for
two years. He then spent a year as
an Ex-Officio member of the
Committee.
In 1996 Leslie
returned to the office of League
Secretary, a post he held for nine
years until, in 2005, he became
Treasurer, an office he still holds
today.
In addition to his various roles
on the Committee Leslie has,
over the years, represented
Warwickshire as a Shareholder,
which he still continues to do. He
has also served on many
subcommittees of the County,
and on the Midland Counties
Congress Committee.

David
was
a
member of the Nottinghamshire
CBA Committee from 2000 to
2015. He was Events Secretary to
2004, and the Secretary to 2014.
For the county he directed many
of the weekly Wednesday drives
and ran most of the major events
for some years. He was also the
Appeals Chairman for the
county. David was a member of
the EBU Panel of Referees from
2006 to 2011 and chaired appeals
panels at EBU congresses in the
Midlands during that time.
David wrote a suite of scoring
programs which were later used
for club and county events plus
the annual Nottinghamshire
Heat of the EBU school event.

COLIN WOODS
(Cumbria)
Dimmie Fleming
Award
Colin Woods became Treasurer of
Cumbria in 1995 and has done a
sterling job looking after its
finances for 20 years, and
continues to do so. He is at the
Cumbrian Congress every year,
often the first person to welcome
the visitors, with his list of
entrants, taking money and
sorting out the prize money,
before becoming one of the
players himself.

Please recycle
this magazine
when you
finish it
www.ebu.co.uk

Bidding Quiz

Beat Today’s Experts

by David Bird
click

Answers to Problems on Page 27
1. Love All. Dealer South
´
™
t
®

A K 10 2
A K Q 10 2
8
KQ2

´
™
t
®

N
W E
S

8
J854
A Q 10 9 7 4
74

West
Robson

North
East
Majumber Forrester

Dble
2NT
3™
4NT
6™
Redble

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

2´
3t
4™
5®
Pass

South
Manna
1´
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble

This month we will see some further action
from the three England teams in the Chennai
world championship. Since I usually choose

2. Love All. Dealer West
´
™
t
®

AJ42
K6
AKJ94
Q9

N
W E
S

West
Dhondy
1t
2´
4NT
7™

´
™
t
®

65
AQJ9874

–
AKJ7

East
Senior
2™
4™
5´

link

deals where our pairs have excelled, you can guess that it will
be difficult for you to ‘Beat the Experts’ this month. Have a
go, anyway!
How would you respond to West’s take-out double? No
red-suit response is satisfactory and Forrester began with a
strength-showing cue-bid. Robson bid no trumps before
hearts, since this would leave East more bidding space. When
hearts were agreed, the RKCB cannon was fired. East showed
one ace with his 1430 5® response and Robson jumped to
6™.
The India South, Manna, held ´QJ643 ™9 tKJ63 ®A96
and doubled the slam. He was presumably asking for a
diamond lead rather than the expected spade lead. Robson
promptly redoubled and the resultant 1620 was worth 12
IMPs against 980 for 6™ undoubled at the other table.
Awards: 6™ (10), games (6), part-scores (2).

We move now to the Venice Cup and a round-robin match
between England and Italy. Nevena Senior was pleased to
have a strong jump shift available (old-fashioned jump-shift,
some players call it!). On discovering two aces and the trump
queen opposite, Heather was happy to bid the grand slam on
general values. How right she was.
At the other table the auction between Paoluzi and
Saccavini was less convincing: 1t-1™, 2´-3™, 4™-5®, 5t6™. It was not so easy to identify the playing values for a
grand slam without the original jump-shift response. That
was 11 IMPs to England, who won the encounter by 30-25.
Awards: 7NT/7™ (10), 6NT/6™ (6), games (2).

www.ebu.co.uk
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3. N/S Game. Dealer West
´
™
t
®

AK2
QJ7
K 10 8
Q987

´
™
t
®

N
W E
S

West
Holland
1NT
2t

Q 10 5 3
AK2
A6
K543

East
Hallberg
2®
4NT

We take a look at the England Seniors now,
facing Poland in the quarter-finals of the
d’Orsi Trophy. John Holland opens a 15-17
point 1NT. Although the weak 1NT is still
immensely popular in English clubs, most
players around the world prefer the strong
1NT. A popular argument in favour of the
weak 1NT is that it occurs much more often
and is then a solid springboard for the ensu-

´
™
t
®

AK4
A Q 10 8
A65
AQ6

62
KJ63
Q J 10
8754
N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

West
Bakhshi

North
Katz

2®
2NT

Pass
Pass

´
™
t
®

Q97
754
K32
K J 10 2

West
Rodwell

North
Justin H

1®
2NT
4NT

Pass
Pass
Pass

East
Meckstroth
Pass
2t
3NT
5NT

South
Jason H
Pass
Pass
Pass

2t showed a balanced hand with 8-10 points and 2NT asked
for a major. 4NT was slam-invitational and 5NT showed an
in-between hand, leaving the last move to West.
Justin Hackett led the tQ against the unusual contract of
5NT. Rodwell won and played four rounds of clubs, followed
by a finesse of the ™10. Justin won and cleared a diamond
trick. After three rounds of spades, Rodwell finessed the ™Q,
North winning and claiming the setting trick in diamonds.
That was 12 IMPs to England.

J 10 8 5 3
92
9874
93

East
Gold
Pass
2t
4NT

Awards: 4NT (10), 5® (8), 5NT (6), 6® (5), 6NT (3)

with 9 points and two kings opposite a 2® opening. Let’s see
if megastars, Meckstroth and Rodwell can do as well:

4. Game All. Dealer East
´
™
t
®

ing auction. It’s true that if you dealt a large number of random hands, you would find many more weak 1NT openings
than strong 1NT openings. However, when you hold such
hands in second, third or fourth seat, there is more chance
that an opponent will open in front of you – particularly
nowadays. So, the frequency argument loses its power. Also,
of course, you risk the occasional catastrophic penalty if you
are so bold as to play a weak 1NT when vulnerable.
Am I ever going to discuss the bidding of the hand from
the England-Poland match? Er… yes. Gunnar Hallberg bid
Stayman, looking for a spade fit, and heard 2t. His
subsequent 4NT bid was a limit bid, non-forcing but inviting
a slam if his partner was maximum. With only 15 points and
an unproductive 4-3-3-3 shape, Holland was happy to pass.
6® is slightly better than 6NT, since you can ruff a diamond.
However, you would still need to pick up the clubs for one
loser (guessing which defender was more likely to hold ®Ax and leading through his ace on the first round).

South
Nickell
Pass
Pass

Again we see a natural 4NT limit-bid raise of
a no-trump bid. Bakhshi had no reason to
advance and the England pair stopped safely

Awards: 4NT (10), 5NT (7), 6NT (5)

NICKO RESULTS
The National InterClub Knockout (NICKO) has been won by Bristol B who beat Petersfield B by 42
imps over the 48 board final. Bristol took an early lead, and won five of the six sessions in a very
friendly and good spirited match.
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5. Game All. Dealer East

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

A 10 4 3
QJ853
A43
Q

QJ8
A K 10 6 2
J852
4
N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

West
Brock

North
Meyers

Dble

Pass

´
™
t
®

K762
74
Q 10 9
A 10 5 3

95
9
K76
KJ98762
East
Smith
Pass
Pass

South
Migry
3®
Pass

6. Game All. Dealer South
´
™
t
®

J762
Q984
7
AKQ4

N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

West
Mossop

North
Sadhu

East
P Hackett

Dble

4t

4™

KQ
AKJ65
K84
852
South
Das
3t
Pass

England faced India in the Seniors roundrobin and the raise to 4t took away valuable
space from East-West. What should Paul
Hackett say over 4t? A slam is possible but
not so easy to investigate. If, for example, you
choose to bid 5™, this would usually be taken
as a request for partner to bid 6™ with any
sort of diamond control. Paul Hackett knew
that his tK was likely to be worthless and decided to take the low road, bidding 4™ and
scoring an overtrick.

England faced the Netherlands in the Venice Cup bronze
medal match. What should East say when her partner doubles 3® for take-out?
The options are: Pass, 3´, 3NT and 4´. Nicola Smith
elected to pass and +500 was taken in defence. At the other
table van Zwol, East for Netherlands, bid 3´. This was passed
out for +140 and a loss of 8 IMPs.
When East chose to respond 3NT or 4´ to the double,
elsewhere in the championships, this always went down. In
the England-USA2 Bermuda Bowl bronze medal match,
both Easts elected to defend 3® doubled, scoring +200 and
+800.
Awards: 3® Dbled (10), 3´ (7), 4´ (5), 3NT (4)

East at the other table extracted most of the cards in his
bidding box, finishing at 6™. By the end of Trick 2, Hallberg
and Holland had taken their two aces and that was 13 IMPs
to England. A spade lead to North’s ace would put 4NT five
down. It is barely possible to catch them in 4t doubled. If
you managed that, give yourself 10 points and a 2-point
bonus.
Awards: 5™/4™ (10), 4NT (4), slams (2)
Well, I did warn you. Our experts scored 60/60 on the deals
that I chose. Perhaps you can beat them next month.

Bidding Tips
an opening or rebid of 1NT or 2NT, responder’s
• After
4NT is a limit bid.
same applies if responder uses Stayman or
• The
a transfer before bidding 4NT.
freely-bid slams just because you hold a lot
• Doubling
of points is a poor idea. All such doubles should be
lead-directing (Lightner Doubles).

r

NEWLY AFFILIATED CLUB

Welcome to Stretford Bridge Club, in South Manchester. The club has a varied
programme of afternoon and evening bridge, an Improvers Class, Supervised
sessions, Team events and fun supper evenings.
Visitors are welcome, but should check beforehand.
More information from Peter on 0161 610 3187, peterj@lilycomms.net
www.bridgewebs.com/stretford/
www.ebu.co.uk
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Traps for the Unwary

Responder’s rebid
IN LAST month’s article we were considering which
suit to respond when your partner opens the
bidding. Sometimes you should respond in a major
suit, sometimes in a minor suit. The key to having a
smooth and confident auction is to consider how
the rest of the auction will continue, concentrating
on both the initial call and your rebid.

Changing the suit
Let’s take a typical start to the auction:
West
1®
2®

North
–
–

East
1´
?

South
–

You have the following hands:
´
™
t
®

Hand 1
AQ32
K87
Q 10 2
J 10 4

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
AQ943
K872
92
J 10

Hand 4
AQ43
K87
432
J84

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
AKJ83
A Q 10 8
Q64
6

Hand 5
A6532
K872
543
J

The first thing to decide is what strength the hands
fall into. Generally when your partner rebids his suit
you should pass on poor hands, even if they lack
support.
Hand 5 is a case in point – whilst it is possible that
you have a 5-3 spade fit or a 4-4 heart fit (partner
might have rebid 2® with five clubs and four hearts,
lacking the strength to reverse), it is inviting trouble
to bid on. Passing looks best, as even a 5-1 club fit
will not be the end of the world. It is worth noting
that partner should never rebid a five card club suit
if he is shapely with three spades, those hands
should raise to 2´.
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Hands 2 and 4 are invitational in strength, they
want to invite game. Hand 4 has an easy raise to 3®.
Whilst it’s true your likely game (if you have one) is
3NT, to bid 2NT will leave you in the wrong partscore if partner passes. 3® will end the auction if
partner is minimum, but if he is maximum he can
bid again, either 3™ to show strength, 3´ to show
support (both of which will see us play in clubs) or
3t over which we can try 3NT.
Hand 2 should bid 2™, forcing for one round. If
partner gives simple preference to spades or rebids
clubs we can pass, while if he raises hearts or jumps
to 3´ to show six clubs and three spades and a non
minimum hand then we can go on to game.
Hands 1 and 3 are game-forcing hands. On the
first, 3NT is the bid – don’t think for a moment
about only bidding 2NT. You hold two honours in
partner’s suit as well as a full stopper in both of the
unbid suits. There is no need to consult partner. If
he has either modest clubs and a stronger hand, or
a minimum hand with good clubs you will have a
play for game.
Hand 3 may well end up in 3NT but there is no
need to rush. Your priority (as ever) is to locate a
major suit fit. Many people would jump to 3™, but
that is too space consuming. A change of suit is
forcing for one round so 2™ is your best bet. A
major suit fit will soon come to light or no trumps
can be located.
Now let’s give you a really tough hand to bid,
again after the same start of 1® – 1´ – 2®:
´
™
t
®

AKJ85
65
AJ3
865

This is the sort that teachers dread their beginners
picking up, for there is only one answer that does
not always sit well with those that like simple rules.
First let’s consider some candidates before
dismissing them. A raise to 3® shows your support,
but partner can (and often will) pass it. A bid of 2´
www.ebu.co.uk

is weak with 6 cards, and a jump to 3´ is
invitational with a 6-card suit, wrong on both
counts. The second best bid is 3NT, but holding two
small hearts the bid is unattractive, you might
belong in clubs or spades – and you will invariably
get a heart lead having bypassed the major. The
solution is to bid 2t, to suggest a forward going
hand with five spades and four diamonds.
Although partner will expect a four card
diamond suit there is no danger. If he raises to 3t
you can bid 3™ (4th suit forcing) and try and angle
the partnership into no trumps. On the plus side,
partner might support spades or go to No Trumps,
and the right strain is reached from the right side crucial if partner has a position stopper like K-x.

partner has 3-card support for hearts he can show it
now, or he can rebid clubs as weak (to play), or raise
to 3NT if he has enough general strength.
Hand 9 can’t really bid 2NT with no stopper in
either of the unbid suits so should raise to 3®. It is
true that this could be a 5-2 fit (if partner has four
diamonds and five clubs) but it won’t be a disaster
as your hand is composed of aces, which play well in
a suit contract.
Sadly hand 8 must simply pass – however
unappetising – since game is not on the agenda.
And finally hand 7. This is a perfect responder’s
reverse, forcing to game and keeping every strain in
the picture. And if the final contract is 3NT then it
is partner, with the diamond stopper, who should
be playing it.

Responder’s reverse
In all of the examples above you had responded 1´,
and a second suit you were considering bidding was
lower ranking than your first. What about situations
where you are considering a responder’s reverse?
This time the auction starts in similar fashion:
1® – 1™ – 2® – ?
´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Hand 6
A 10 8 4
K Q 10 5 2
J4
32

Hand 8
K762
Q 10 6 3 2
K64
6

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Hand 7
J973
AQJ85
32
AJ

Let’s review the dos and don’ts of responder’s
rebid after partner makes a minimum rebid of
his opening suit:

Do:

•

Get out of the auction when you know
game is not on and you sense a misfit.

•

Raise 1M to 2M on minimum hands
that have three-card support and a
ruffing value, whether you are opener
or responder.

•

Feel free to introduce a three-card suit –
particularly a minor – in a forcing
auction if it includes strength and you
are trying to explore the hand as much
as possible.

Hand 9
6532
A Q 10 7 3
65
A3

Don’t:
Hands 6 and 9 are invitational in nature and want to
explore game. On hand 6 a responder’s reverse of 2´
would force to game, not explore it, so is best ruled
out. This is a relatively new shift in modern bidding,
but there is little point in bidding a suit in which
partner has denied four cards unless it sets up a
game force.
Any rebid of hearts would guarantee a 6-card suit
and suggests a weak hand, so that is out of the
question. The least bad bid is 2NT, which projects
your general strength and balanced nature. If
www.ebu.co.uk

•

Forget that a change of suit is forcing
after partner rebids his own suit, there
is no need to leap to the three level and
consume all the bidding space.

•

Worry about raising partner on a
strong doubleton when he has rebid his
suit. The odds are with you that he will
have six and even when he doesn’t it
r
won’t be a disaster.
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Advanced Defence
The Suit-preference Signal Part 3by Neil Rosen
I HAVE always found that the use of the suitpreference (sp) signal spells chaos and confusion for
many pairs at all levels of ability and experience.
There seems to be an inconsistency – due essentially
to a lack of organisation and structure to their
defensive thinking.
A quick recap of what we have looked at in the
last two articles may help:

Count or attitude?

•

In ‘obvious ruffing situations’ the SP
signal should certainly apply.

• We

have an established order of
preference
a) Attitude
b) Count
c) Suit Preference
This can vary for specific partnerships –
many pairs prefer count as their first priority

• a)

having given attitude our next signal
is count.
b) having given count our next signal is SP.

Count or attitude depends upon the situation.
Attitude is virtually always when partner has led to
the trick, whereas count is more usually when
declarer has led to the trick. This is a generalisation
of course but useful nonetheless.

Signalling when dummy has a ‘dead’ suit in
No Trumps
If partner leads a suit in no trumps and dummy
turns up with A-K-Q-x, or something similarly
solid, it should be clear that there are no defence
riches coming from this suit! This is known as a
‘dead suit’ for the defence.
In this situation the partner of the opening leader
should play a card at trick one which is suit
preference. It is neither attitude nor count when the
suit led is deemed to be a dead suit.
40 English Bridge February 2016
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Signalling when dummy has a dead suit in a
trump contract
If a card is led in a side-suit and dummy has no
losers in the suit:
A or A-K or A-K-Q
With no associated small cards we can expect to
take no tricks in the suit, since dummy will be able
to ruff. Again it is deemed to be a dead suit and
partner’s signal should therefore be suit preference
rather than attitude or count.

Signalling when dummy has a singleton in the
suit led vs trump contracts
If partner leads an honour card and dummy has a
singleton in this suit signals revert immediately to
suit preference in place of attitude or count.

•
•
•
•

A high card – suggests values in the higher
remaining suit
A low card – suggests values in the lower
remaining suit
A middle card – encourages a continuation
of the suit led. This can be quite
important, since on occasion it might be
vital to reduce/force the dummy early.
An honour card – this is not always a suit
preference message. It is often vital simply
to clarify a solid holding between the
partnership so that the opening leader can
judge whether to continue the suit and it
allows them to place the values more
accurately around the table.
tx
tA

N
W

E

t Q J 10 x

S

www.ebu.co.uk

Here if partner leads the tA vs a 4´ contract usually promising the king remember – then the
play of the queen should not be a suit preference
signal – it simply tells partner of the Q J or Q J 10.

Signalling in the Trump Suit
Most expert partnerships now use suit preference
signals when following with their seemingly
innocuous trump pips.
The idea is NOT to use these signals as
‘commands’ to play a specified suit, but more to let
partner know where their side-suit values lie. This
can often be crucial to defence.
Once again a high-low signal is showing values in
the higher-ranking remaining suit whereas lowhigh shows values in the lowest remaining suit or is
neutral. Remember you often have no side-suit
values so play a neutral signal.
Even if you choose to lead trumps the principle
can be applied. With ™8-7-2 in trumps, lead the ™2
with club values or the ™8 with spade values.

To summarise
It is amazing the amount of information that
can be exchanged between two defenders.
Using all the defensive methods – attitude,
count and suit preference – correctly and
more importantly at the correct time will
improve your results instantly and
immeasurably!
Next time – we will explore a new aspect of
Advanced Defence – Second player plays low,
r
or do they?

1 - 3 April 2016

REALLY EASY
WEEKEND
Blue
points

Wroxton House Hotel
near Banbury, Oxon

‘House parties’ designed for novice players
with up to around five years’ experience.
Four bridge sessions and seminar.
£240 pp single, £214 pp sharing, inc’g bridge
Entries / enquiries: EBU Comps Dept

( 01296 317 203 / 219
or 8 comps@ebu.co.uk

www.ebu.co.uk

CLUB PLAYER’S
BIDDING QUIZ
ON each of the following problems, you are
West. What should you bid with each hand on
the given auction at Pairs, Love All?
click
Julian Pottage gives his answers on
link
page 62.
Hand 1
´ 9863
™ A87
tA6
®A765

Hand 2
´ 64
™ KQ97
t A 10
®AKQJ7

W
?

N

E

S

W

N

E

S
3™

?

Hand 3
´ Void
™J8542
tJ3
®AKQ863

W
1®
1™
?

N
Pass
Pass

E
1t
3NT

S
Pass
Pass

Hand 4
´ K9
™ J 10 9
tKQ8653
® A5

W
1t
2t
?

N
Pass
Pass

E
1´
2™

S
Pass
Pass

W

N

E
1t

S
1´

N
2®

E
2´

S
4®

Hand 5
´ KQ6
™Q8
t 10 8 7
® 10 6 5 4 2

Hand 6
´ A4
™ KQ98753
tA82
®5

?

W
1™
?
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EBU SHOP

CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

n FEBRUARY 2016
19-21
19-21
27-28
28
28

Harrogate Spring Congress
(see advert on page 47)
Junior Camrose / Peggy Bayer
Scotland
Ranked Masters Pairs
Holiday Inn, B’ham Airport
Masters Pairs (various venues)
(see advert on page 44)
DBA North Devon Congress
Blue Point Swiss Teams
Barnstaple Hotel

n MARCH 2016
4-6
5
5

5-6

Really Easy Bidding
Really Easy Play in No Trumps
Really Easy Mistakes

5-6
5-6
6
6
6
13
14-17

Practice Beginning Bridge
Practice Continuing Bridge
Really Easy Modern Acol
Really Easy Play with Trumps

18-20
20
20
25-28

n APRIL 2016
1-3

Really Easy Defence
Really Easy Competitive Bidding
Really Easy Slams

Offer price £6 each
( 01296 397851 / 317200

1-3
4-7
8-10
8-10
8-10
9-10
15-17
16-17
16-17

E-mail: bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk

22-1

or order at www.ebu.co.uk/shop

29-3

Prices do not include p&p.
No further discounts.

29-1

Offers end 29th February 2016.

Camrose Trophy (2nd – Wales)
Manchester GP Pairs
Young Bridge Challenge
Loughborough
(see advert on page 29)
Leicester GP Pairs
East Mids Bridge Academy
Avon/Wilts GP Weekend
University of Bath
East Anglia GP Weekend, Ipswich
Bedford GP Teams
Kent GP Pairs (see page 15)
Mer/Ches GP Teams
National Pairs Regional Finals
(various venues) (see page 47)
Club Stratified Sim Pairs
(various venues)
Cumbria Congress
Grange-over-Sands
Portland Pairs (various venues)
(see advert on page 47)
Isle of Man Pairs
London and Northern Easter
Festivals, London & Ilkley
(see advert on page 44)

30-1

Really Easy Weekend
Wroxton House Hotel
(see advert on page 41)
Norfolk Congress, Norwich
British Spring Sim Pairs (various
venues)
Devon Congress, Torquay
Coventry Congress
Sussex CCBA Spring Congress
Civic Centre, Uckfield
Portland Bowl Finals
Portland Club
Lady Milne Trophy, Scotland
National Pairs Finals, B’ham
Shropshire Congress, Telford
(see advert on page 22)
Lambourne Jersey Festival
(see advert on page 44)
Schapiro Spring Foursomes
Stratford-’on-Avon (see p 47)
Marsham Court Bridge Holiday
Bournemouth
Cheltenham Congress
(see advert on page 13)

Ask Gordon

Deviations & shuffling

by Gordon Rainsford

Email your questions to Gordon Rainsford at gordon@ebu.co.uk
Gordon, English Bridge and the EBU are not responsible if the information provided is incorrect or incomplete.

CHRIS FROST ASKED
Law 6B recommends a normal sequential deal i.e.
1234, 1234. But recommends does not necessarily
forbid other approaches such as 1234, 4321 etc or
even 111, 222, 333, 444 and whatever subsequently.
However, a goulash approach would I’m sure cross
a boundary.
Do you have any advice? Or, is it for the club to
prescribe what it takes to be acceptable and
unacceptable approaches to the method of dealing?
My view is that any method is legal that ensures
that two consecutive cards are never dealt into the
same pile.
So, 12345, 4321, 2345 (with piles 1 & 5 being
combined at the end) is legal, but 1234, 4321 is not.

GODFREY CHASMER WONDERED
Could you help me with the following:
1 Are any players (except dummy) allowed to ask
for a review of the bidding throughout the play of
the hand i.e. after the first card to the first trick has
been played face up?
2 If a conventional call, say 2® Stayman, is
doubled for lead direction should it be alerted?
Players may ask about the meaning of any bids in
the auction at any time during the play (if they
know what the auction was) but they can only ask
for a review of the auction until they have played
to the first trick. For declarer that means until he
has played from dummy.
Doubles of conventional bids are assumed to
show the suit doubled and do not need an alert if
that is the case. Many play that the double of 2®

www.ebu.co.uk
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Stayman shows a strong hand and says nothing
about clubs – for them the double is alertable.

JAMES ROGERS WROTE
I CAME across a situation at my local club last night
which I would be grateful if you could clarify in
your excellent column in the EBU magazine.
One of our players was playing with a new
partner and opened 1NT with a singleton. I wasn't
at the table but I believe he held ´Txxx ™Axxx
tAJxx ®A. He and his partner had not agreed that
1NT could contain a singleton so it was just
announced as ‘12-14’.
When it became evident during the play that he
had done this, the director was called. He ruled that
no adjustment was necessary as the partner of the
1NT opener was not aware that it could contain a
singleton. However, the opponents did not think
this was correct, commenting that opening 1NT
with a singleton is illegal unless by partnership
agreement and announced as such, and that a
procedural penalty should have been imposed.
I had always understood that the situation here is
as the director had ruled, effectively 'psyching' 1NT
on this sort of hand. Please could you provide
clarification?
The short answer is that you are right – although
in my opinion it’s not a psyche, it’s a ‘deviation’.
However, since it has happened, unless they have
agreed not to do it again, I would say that they do
now have an implicit agreement and should
announce it in future.
r

More questions answered
online, page 66
February 2016 English Bridge
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Easter Festival
of Bridge

Greenpointed
events

25-28 March 2016
Royal National Hotel, London

Blue
points

The event includes Stratified Teams,
Flighted Swiss Pairs, Under 21 Pairs and
Championship Pairs (in which points will
be awarded for the Player of the Year
Championship). There is also a ‘Really
Easy Afternoon’ for newcomers to
tournament bridge.
Entries / enquiries: EBU Comps Dept

( 01296 317 203 / 219
or 8 comps@ebu.co.uk

RANKED MASTERS
PAIRS 2016
A group of Pairs Championships for players
with specific Master Point ranks

Free entry: If a player was promoted in
2015 to one of the four landmark ranks
(Grand Master, Life Master, Regional Master,
Master), his/her entry to the 2016 event is
FREE.
27 February – 28 February 2016
All
Greenpointed

Holiday Inn, Birmingham Airport

Northern
Easter Festival

EBU Accommodation Booking Service

( 0800 0346 246

All events start at 2pm on Saturday and
end between 3.30pm and 5.30pm
on Sunday depending on numbers.

25-27 March 2016
Craiglands Hotel, Ilkley
Green
points Blue
points

The event is run by
theYorkshire CBA on behalf of
the EBU and includes Mixed,
Open and Swiss Pairs, Speed Ball,
Improvers Pairs and Swiss Teams

MASTERS PAIRS
28 February 2016

Entries / enquiries: Stuart Davies

( 01274 598 408 8 stuart@svd1.uk

22 April – 1 May 2016

LAMBOURNE JERSEY
FESTIVAL OF BRIDGE
Blue
points

Westhill Country Hotel,
St Helier JE2 3HB

Green
points

A joint venture between the EBU and
Channel Islands CBA, the congress provides
an attractive holiday in springtime

Premier Grand Masters Pairs
Grand Masters Pairs
Premier Life Masters Pairs
Life Masters Pairs
National Masters Pairs
Regional Masters Pairs

The Masters Pairs section is open to all below
the rank of Regional Master on 1st Jan 2016.
Unlike the other categories in the Ranked
Masters Pairs (see above), it is a two-session
one-day event (11.30 start, finish by 6.45pm
approx.) at these venues:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bradford Bridge Club
Exeter Bridge Club
First Class Bridge Academy, Billericay
Richmond Bridge Club
GreenTunbridge Wells Bridge Club
pointed
Welwyn Garden City Bridge Club
West Midlands Bridge Club

with a full bridge programme over ten days.

Entries / enquiries: John Honey

( 01534 874 702 or
8 jsybridgecongress@yahoo.co.uk
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Entries / Enquiries:
EBU Competitions Department
( 01296 317 203 / 219 or e-mail
comps@ebu.co.uk

www.ebu.co.uk

EBED – Universities
Pancakes, graduate placements, friendships and
the Beer Card – the benefits of university bridge
UNIVERSITIES have always been a hotbed of
bridge, with many players – whether future
internationals or just ‘social’ players – learning to
play and developing their game. Participation is
lower than at its peak thirty or forty years ago, but
there are still active bridge clubs on UK campuses,
with many people discovering their love for the
game while at university.
We asked current and recent students to share
their experiences of university bridge, and tell us
why they believe it can still be a popular part of
modern student life.
A friend taught me and some friends how
to play in my first year at university. It
turned out to be rather addictive. I then
went along to lessons run by the university
bridge club. They were free which was
fantastic! I now regularly play at my
university
club
and
against
other
universities.
I love the challenge, but it is not all
serious. I also play more relaxed games of
bridge at the pub. Bridge has been a great
way to meet people who I may not have
otherwise met. I have become friends with
many of these people, and I even met my
boyfriend while playing bridge.
I would recommend the university bridge
club to anyone who would like a challenge,
is looking for some fun and would like to
meet some really interesting and likeminded people.
Rosie Buckland, Oxford
I learnt to play before university and
have enjoyed playing here as it has allowed
me to meet like-minded people
It has provided a challenging way to
stretch myself beyond my academic studies,
and I always look forward to playing weekly
at the university society.
The social side is something that is often
www.ebu.co.uk

overlooked – people rarely think of the
bridge sessions held in pubs or in punts. As
well as this, The Beer Card* (see page 65
online) offers an excellent opportunity to
gain free drinks from your partner (I have
won half a gallon of beer in an afternoon)
– if that's not an incentive to play I don't
know what is!
Peter Banks, Oxford
Having never played bridge before I came
across the stall at Freshers' week. I wasn't
particularly enticed, but I’d been advised to
try everything. At the time I wasn’t sure I’d
go to the taster session but thankfully I
did! A few months in and I was addicted;
what's better than meeting with friends in
the pub, having some food and drinks and
playing some cards? Two years later and I'm
representing the University in the Portland
Bowl. What a proud moment it was to come
second. Four people who would otherwise
never have met, coming together through a
mutual love of bridge, spending a weekend
in London doing what they do best.
In May I was at an assessment day for a
graduate job, and the presentation I gave
about bridge was the highlight; it was the
deciding factor in me being offered the job!
So a lifelong skill, a whole group of friends
and a job! Mitchell Dytham, Manchester
English Bridge Education and Development
hopes to encourage more young people to play
bridge, and wants to enable university clubs and
local bridge clubs to work together to help increase
participation at both clubs. If you would like to
develop university bridge in your area, or cultivate a
link between a university club and a local ‘town’
club, contact info@ebedcio.org.uk

More students discuss their love
affair with bridge, see online, page 65
February 2016 English Bridge
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People in Bridge

Derek Patterson
DEREK Patterson is a well known figure in English
bridge circles. He is one of our leading players and
a much admired teacher with his own successful
local club. To cap it all he was NPC of the English
Ladies on their medal-winning Venice Cup outing
to India. I understand that he has emerged
unscathed from this last experience.
Why bridge and how did you get started?
I was introduced to bridge at school and
immediately became fascinated by the various facets
of the game and I still am!
How about triumphs and disasters?
My bridge club (Chislehurst) is my greatest
triumph and it is still going strong after more than
twenty years! It sets the scene for one of my greatest
disasters too – although I got away with it.
One evening, having asked a friend to direct in
my absence, I returned half-way through to find
that I recognised the board being played at table one
in the beginner’s section. I looked at table two and
there it was again. I realised that they were using my
teaching boards, without re-dealing them. It turned
out that there were six identical copies in
circulation. On the penultimate round, one of the
players asked, somewhat tentatively, ‘Has something
gone wrong with the movement? I’ve a feeling that
I’ve played this hand before.’ In an attempt to be
diplomatic, I thanked him for his concern but
assured him that there was no problem with the
movement. Accepting this, play continued and
nobody else seemed to notice at all (even for
beginners, I found this quite worrying . . . especially
given that I had been teaching many of them).
In terms of disastrous bidding decisions, consider
this hand. I picked up:
´ A K Q J 10

™–

t A 10 8 7 6 5 4 2 ® –

My LHO opened a precision 1® (advertising 16+
HCP). My partner overcalled 2t which was
showing a weak hand, either three-suited with short
diamonds or single-suited with long diamonds. My
belief that partner had the former seemed to be
confirmed when RHO continued with 2NT. As the
46 English Bridge February 2016

opponents were in a game-forcing auction, I
decided that a jump to 7´ had a certain
(mischievous) appeal. I was doubled with some
alacrity and received the lead of the ®A. The full
(somewhat suspicious) deal can be seen below.

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ 74
™ 84
t KQJ93
® 10 5 4 2
–
´ 986532
N
9652
™ A K Q J 10 7 3
W
E
S
–
t –
AKQJ98763
® –
´ A K Q J 10
™ –
t A 10 8 7 6 5 4 2
® –

Eight off!
After everybody had stopped laughing, I asked
what the 2NT bid meant – ‘8-10 HCP’. Ah, the
wonders of precision.
Do you use psychic bids?
Psyches are risky and so I have tended to use them
very rarely and only if behind in a match. With the
odd exception, most of these manoeuvres end in
tears. Although not exactly a psyche, a memorable
result was when my team bid and made 3NT in
both rooms on the same deal. On my table partner
opened 2®, propelling us into game. Dummy went
down and there was a certain surprise at the distinct
lack of high-cards. It transpired he had used his
favourite defence to a 1NT opening that had, in fact,
been made at an adjoining table – no bidding boxes
in those days! Somewhat disconcerted, the
opponents lost their way and despite being severely
short of high-cards, I emerged with nine tricks. r
www.ebu.co.uk

STARTING 13 MARCH 2016

NATIONAL PAIRS
NEW STRUCTURE FOR 2016
Regional Finals will take place in 10 venues, with no club heats. The National
Final will be contested by the top 50 pairs
on 16 - 17 April at the Holiday Inn near
Birmingham Airport.
REGIONAL FINAL VENUES - 13 March
Billericay
Bradford
Brighton
Bristol
Darlington
Exeter
London
Peterborough
Richmond
Solihull

First Class Bridge Academy
Bradford BC
Green
Patcham BC
points
Bristol BC
St George’s Bridge Centre
Exeter BC
Young Chelsea BC
Cresset Centre
Richmond BC
West Midlands BC

Entries to the EBU, either online at
www.ebu.co.uk/members
or to the Comps Dept
email comps@ebu.co.uk
or ( 01296 317203/219

SCHAPIRO SPRING
FOURSOMES
29 April - 3 May 2016, Stratford upon

19 – 21 February 2016

HARROGATE
SPRING CONGRESS
The Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate

Blue
points

Mixed and Open Pairs on Friday
Swiss Pairs on Friday & Saturday
Swiss Teams on Sunday

Green
points

Entries / enquiries to Comps Dept
( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219
email comps@ebu.co.uk
or book online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

EBU Accommodation Booking Service

( 0800 0346 246
20 March 2016

PORTLAND PAIRS
Mixed Pairs. Starting time 12 noon with
two sessions of 24 boards.
ENGLISH VENUES:

Whether you end up competing in the
Green
main event for the Schapiro Trophy, or points
for the consolation Punchbowl Trophy,
or for the Hamilton Cup in the Swiss
Teams, this double-elimination event is one of
the best in the EBU calendar and it deservedly
attracts many of the world’s best players.
Due to the generous sponsorship arrangement in place, prizes are approximately
twice the normal EBU value.

EBU Comps Dept ( 01296 317 203 / 219
or enter online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

www.ebu.co.uk

Billericay
Bournemouth
Brierfield
Bristol
Bury St. Edmunds
Darlington
Exeter
London
Richmond
Sheffield
Solihull
Stamford
Tunbridge Wells
Wallingford
Welwyn Garden City

First Class Bridge Academy
Christchurch BC
Green
Brierfield BC
points
Bristol BC
Great Barton Village Hall
St. George's Bridge Centre
ISCA Centre
Young Chelsea BC
Richmond BC
Sheffield BC
West Midlands BC
Stamford BC
Tunbridge Wells BC
Wallingford BC
Welwyn Garden City BC

Entries: www.ebu.co.uk/members
comps@ebu.co.uk, 01296 17203/219
WELSH VENUE: Colwyn Bay Cricket Club
Sheila Shea – email: sheila.shea@talktalk.net
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Report

Premier League 2015
THE PREMIER LEAGUE is held over three weekends
and the winners represent England in the
subsequent Camrose series. It attracts all the top
players in the country and is a fierce competition.
Last year the event was won by Allfrey and they
again found themselves at the top of the table, ahead
of Mossop by just one victory point, with one match
to go. Hinden and De Botton were also close behind.
Allfrey played Hinden in the final match and
managed a 10-10 draw.
Meanwhile at the other table Mossop was playing
De Botton, with a win for either side likely to move
them into first place.
The first swing occurred immediately when
Liggins and Erichsen playing for De Botton, bid a
decent slam which was missed at the other table on
the following deal:

´
™
t
®

West
Jason
Hackett
Pass
Pass
Dble

Board 1. Love All. Dealer North.
´ AKQ9865
™2
tQJ7
®A7
74
´ –
N
QJ754
™ K 10 9 3
W
E
10 9 5 2
t K83
S
10 4
® K98532
´ J 10 3 2
™ A86
tA64
®QJ6

North
Liggins
1´
4®
4NT
6´
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East
Justin
Hackett
2®
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
Erichsen
3®
4´
5™

click

by Heather Dhondy

link

Liggins essentially drove to slam after his partner’s
unassuming cue bid and checking for aces along the
way, despite the fact that he failed to cue-bid over
4®. The contract relies only on the diamond finesse
through the overcalling hand, since the third
diamond will disappear on the club once the king
has been driven out. On the other table:
West
Malinowski
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
Price
1´
4®
4™

East
De Botton
2®
Pass
Pass

South
Simpson
3®
4t
4´

Price’s partner Colin Simpson did co-operate
with a cue-bid over 4®, and yet the slam was
missed. Did Price do enough with his great trumps?
Certainly for both Souths, the trump quality would
have been a concern, and sometimes it is necessary
for the hand with good trumps to take the pressure
off partner by taking control of the auction.
Mossop, however, were to fight back straight away,
including
a
useful
swing
on
the
following deal:
Board 3. E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ K53
™ K2
tKJ854
®532
´ 10
´ QJ876
N
™ A875
™ QJ4
W
E
t AQ73
t 10 6 2
S
® KQ76
® A 10
´ A942
™ 10 9 6 3
t9
®J984

www.ebu.co.uk

West
Jason
Hackett

North
Liggins

1t
2®
3NT

Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
Justin
Hackett

South
Erichsen

1´
3t

Pass
Pass
Pass

Justin and Jason had a natural auction to 3NT
and Jason as West received a spade lead, won by
South with the ace. It is now necessary to switch to
a diamond but that is not so easy to find when you
expect West to hold five from the bidding. Instead
Erichsen switched to a heart, which was ducked to
North’s king and a heart returned. Jason played the
queen of spades from dummy, and when Liggins
won and continued spades, he could build his ninth
trick in the suit. At the other table:
West
Malinowski
1t
1NT

North
Price
Pass
All Pass

East
De Botton
1´

South
Simpson
Pass
Pass

At the other table Malinowski and de Botton
stayed out of game, despite the combined point
count being sufficient, and North led a diamond. To
make nine tricks now, he needed to rise with the ten
from dummy. However, he played low as there was
little problem in securing 1NT and eight easy tricks
were wrapped up, but conceded 10 IMPs to Mossop.
Mossop gained a few small swings on the other
boards, but the only other gain of note occurred on
the following deal:

´
™
t
®

Board 8. Love All. Dealer West.
´ J 10 7 3
™ 85
t97
® A K 10 6 2
95
´ KQ862
N
AK94
™ 10 6
W
E
Q J 10 8 5 2
t 4
S
7
® QJ943
´ A4
™ QJ732
tAK63
®85

www.ebu.co.uk

Winning team members, from left, David Price, Jason Hackett,
Colin Simpson, David Mossop, Justin Hackett, Alex Hydes

West
Jason
Hackett
1t
Pass
Pass

North
Liggins

East
Justin
Hackett
1´
Pass
Dble

Pass
3®
Pass

South
Erichsen
2™
3NT
All Pass

Liggins and Erichsen got a little high, and Justin
was there to punish them. He was sitting over the
clubs in dummy, and knew his partner would be
holding heart cards over declarer. He also held eight
points facing an opening hand so knew that the
opponents were short of values. The cards could
hardly have been lying worse for declarer, and when
the dust had settled he was three down for -500.
West
Malinowski
Pass
Redble
2t

North
Price
Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
De Botton
1´
2®

South
Simpson
Dble
Pass

When Malinowski elected to pass the West hand,
the auction was quieter. De Botton made a light
third seat opening of 1´ and Colin Simpson chose
to double rather than overcall at the two level with
his poor heart suit. Malinowski redoubled, and de
Botton described her light, distributional opening
by removing to 2®. Malinowski now knew to take a
cautious approach with this misfitting hand, and his
2t bid ended the auction and just made.
Overall this added up to seventeen IMPs to
Mossop and that was sufficient to see his team rise to
the top of the table. Congratulations go to Mossop
and Hydes, Hackett and Hackett, Price
and Simpson.
r
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New Prize Leads Quiz
OPENING leads are often subjective and virtually any
opening lead can be successful some of the time.
However, bridge is in many ways a game of
percentages and therefore certain leads will gain more
often than others. In each issue you will be given three
hands and the bidding on each, and you are asked to
choose your opening leads from those proposed by
our Quizmaster. Answers will be in the next issue. In
each problem you are on lead as West.

THIS MONTH’S QUIZ
Hand 1
´ J52
™ AQJ754
t A7
® 75
West
1™
Pass

makers of playing cards since 1824

www.piatnikcardgames.co.uk
( 020 8661 8866

1

North
Pass
3NT

East
Pass
All Pass

South
1NT1

10-14.

Choose from: (a) ´2; (b) ™A; (c) ™Q; (d) tA.

HHHHH

Hand 2
´ 986
™ 10 4
t AQ
® 10 8 7 6 5 4

An attractive twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards is
the prize on offer this month. For information
on
the
new
Piatnik
cards
visit
www.gibsonsgames.co.uk
There are TWO categories in our competition: up
to and including Master, and those with higher
ranking. Please indicate on the top left-hand corner
of the envelope, or in the e-mail subject line, the
category for which you are entering. The first
correct entry in each category out of a hat will win
the prize. The Editor’s decision is final.

1
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North

East

Pass
Pass

2t2
4™

Pass
All Pass

12-14;

2

South
1NT1
2™

Transfer to hearts

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) a heart; (c) tA; (d) a club.

HHHHH

Hand 3
´ K Q 10 2
™ K532
t 7652
® 8

Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz,
Raggett House, Bowdens, Langport, Somerset,
TA10 0DD
or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
by 20 February 2016.
Please make sure you include your full postal
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail!
ANSWERS TO DECEMBER QUIZ: Page 54

West

1

West

North

East

Pass
All Pass

4NT2

Pass

12-14;

2

South
1NT1
6NT

Natural and invitational.

Choose: (a) ´K; (b) ™2; (c) a diamond; (d) ®8.

r
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Overseas Bridge

2015 Overseas Bridge in Rhodes

by Roy Garthwaite

THE 2015 Autumn Overseas Congress was held in
Ixia a few miles along the west coast from Rhodes
City. Being English, the first subject on which to
report was the weather. With the exception of one
morning when it was cloudy with a few spots of
rain, it was perfect blue skies and a temperature of
25°C all day every day.
There were three well-attended organised
excursions. The first was Rhodes city where those
who hoped to see the Colossus of Rhodes were over
2000 years too late but an Old Town survives and
flourishes. Within the square mile are 200 unnamed
streets in addition to the famous Street of the
Knights with the Grand Master's Palace and
various Inns of the Order of St. John. Within the
Old Town are houses, hotels, churches, mosques,
shops and restaurants. Shopkeepers accepted credit
cards but because of the restrictions imposed by the
banks preferred cash, in return for a discount of up
to 10 percent.
The second was a full day trip to Symi, the nearest
island, whose harbour is said to be the most
beautiful in Greece.
Then there was the much-photographed ancient
city of Lindos. Some went on the organised trip,
others by car, bus or boat. From the main square, for
a few euros, a donkey will take you to the foot of
the Acropolis. The remainder of the climb over
slippery rocks is by Shanks Pony. There stands the
remains of the fourth century BC Temple of
Athena. The views of the countryside, the coast and
the white buildings of the city below make the effort
well worthwhile.
On a donkey, David Wing had a problem with his
stirrup and almost ended up on the ground. It could
be said that he was nearly dismounted on a Wing
and a prayer!
Those who used the bus services emanating from
Rhodes city, or hired a car, were able to visit
interesting sights such as the ancient ruins of
Kameiros, the Kallithea Springs in the area where
the Guns of Navarone was filmed and the Valley of
the Butterflies. No butterflies were to be seen
www.ebu.co.uk

because they left in September but they will emerge
from caterpillars in the Spring.
The staff in the hotel were courteous and helpful.
Although meals were buffet style the quality was
superior to many previous Overseas Congresses.
Those not wishing to venture afar enjoyed high
quality hotel leisure facilities.
One extremely large bearded guest, who found a
snake in his room when the Congress was held in
Rhodes eight years ago, had more problems this
time. A collision between a full length mirror and a
television resulted in hundreds of pieces of glass.
The staff replaced the broken items within the hour.
With such good weather and so much to do it felt
like a holiday with bridge than a bridge holiday.
For once Peter Jordan, the Congress Manager, had
a relatively stress-free time as there were few serious
problems. The bridge started with the EBU Autumn
Simultaneous Pairs, followed by Championship
Pairs and finished with the Championship Teams
with plenty in between. It was directed by David
Jones, assisted by Neil Morley and both their wives.
Prize-giving and a Bridge Overseas reception
r
concluded a very successful Congress.
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Italy’s fifth
win in a
row by David Bird

click
link

THE EUROPEAN Champions Cup is a 3-day
tournament for the champion teams of Europe’s
top 11 bridge countries, the current champions
(ITALY-Allegra) and the host country. In November
2015 it was held in Milton Keynes. The four
countries involved in cheating scandals (Israel,
Monaco, Germany and Poland) withdrew of their
own accord and were replaced by teams from the
next-ranking countries.
The host team, England-EBU, was Simon Gillis (a
sponsor of the event), Boye Brogeland, Tom
Hanlon, Espen Lindqvist, Zia Mahmood and Eric
Saelensminde. Italian teams had won 11 of the 13
previous holdings and England’s highest finish had
been sixth place.
On the first two days there was a round-robin of
10-board matches. The top four, next four and
bottom four would then compete in three knockouts (semi-final and final). The very first round
offered some juicy action. This is what happened
when Italy-Allegra faced Italy-Angelini:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer West.
´ 52
™ K J 10 5 2
t 2
® AJ986
AK98
´ 10
N
A3
™ Q94
W
E
AKQ9
t J 10 7 6 5 4 3
S
Q32
® K5
´ QJ7643
™ 876
t 8
® 10 7 4

West
Giubilo

North
Bianchedi

East
Cima

South
Di Franco

2®
Dble
5t

2™
Pass
Pass

Pass
4NT
6t

3™
Pass
All Pass
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The meaning of Leonardo Cima’s 4NT was not
announced. Perhaps it was UNT with the intention
of correcting 5® to 5t (to show a strong 5t bid),
perhaps it was merely a transfer to diamonds. Be
that as it may, the safe hand became declarer in 6t.
North led the ™J and dummy’s ™Q won for an
easy make.
What would happen at the other table?
West
Duboin

North
Tokay

East
Bilde

South
Sementa

2NT
5®
5™

Pass
Pass
Dble

4´
5t
6t

Pass
Pass
All Pass

Dennis Bilde’s 4´ showed either clubs or
diamonds and 5® was ‘pass or correct’. When
Giorgio Duboin heard of long diamonds opposite,
he made a grand slam try of 5™. He must
have regretted this ambitious move (rather than a
simple 6t) when he heard a lead-directing double
from North.
The ™6 was led and Bilde called for dummy’s ace.
He played the ace, king and jack of trumps, North
throwing the ´2 and the ®9. When declarer led
the ´10, Antonio Sementa played low! Bilde ran the
ten and made the slam for a flat board. It was
unlikely that North would have discarded his only
spade when he had plenty of other cards to
throw. Sementa might well have read declarer for
a singleton ´10 and split his honours to defeat
the slam.
If a club is led against 6t, North is caught in a
Morton’s Fork. If he wins with the ®A, declarer has
two heart discards. If he holds back the ace, declarer
wins and ditches his other club on a spade. If South
leads a trump or a spade, declarer must arrange the
Morton’s Fork himself. He will need to guess
whether to lead towards the ®K or the ®Q.
In the semi-final of the middle-four knockout,
England (Alexander Allfrey, David Bakhshi, Mike
Bell, Tony Forrester, David Gold, Andrew Robson)
faced Sweden. They lost the first half by 46-12, but
www.ebu.co.uk

ROUND ROBIN RESULTS
1
2
3
4

ENG-EBU
NED-Bc’t Onstein
ITA-Angelini
ITA-Allegra

127.58
125.89
125.01
124.94

5
6
7
8

NOR-Heimdal
ENG-Allfrey
SWE-Uppsala
TUR-Cayyolu

115.86
115.52
112.35
102.43

9
10
11
12

FRA-Soulet
ROM-Bucharest
DEN-Pharmaservice
BUL-Radkov

101.38
97.59
88.84
79.61

recovered brilliantly in the second half to lead by 2
IMPs with one board to play. Would this be a
horrible echo of the two last-board defeats in
Chennai? The result from the other room popped
up. Worryingly, Sweden had bid and made 7t.
Could Bakhshi and Forrester match this result?
With the aid of Exclusion Blackwood (5® to ask for
key-cards outside the club suit, where Forrester held
a void) they did!
Next we will see a great deal from the penultimate session of the event, with ENG-EBU facing
ITA-Angelini:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer West.
´ J42
™ A Q 10 8 4
t A3
® AK8
953
´ 8
N
763
™ KJ92
W
E
S
J2
t Q875
J 10 6 4 2
® Q973
´ A K Q 10 7 6
™ 5
t K 10 9 6 4
® 5

West
Versace

North
Lindqvist

East
Sementa

South
Brogeland

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

1™
2NT
3´
4t
5t
7´

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

1´
3™
4®
4NT
6t

www.ebu.co.uk

Brogeland’s 3™ was a transfer for spades. After
cue-bids in clubs and diamonds, he bid Roman
Key-card Blackwood, to discover three aces. Now
came the master bid, 6t! What does that mean? It
confirms the presence of all six key-cards and asks
partner to bid 7´ with third-round diamond
control.
Lindqvist would have bid 7´ immediately if he
held the tQ. With a third-round control by
shortage (a doubleton) he was nervous that his
modest ´ J 4 2 might prove inadequate to establish
partner’s diamond suit. Eventually he did bid 7´,
completing a great auction.
Brogeland won the trump lead and set about
establishing dummy’s heart suit. He crossed to the
™A, ruffed a heart low and played the ´A. He then
crossed to the tA and ruffed another heart low, all
following. He played the tK, ruffed a diamond with
the ´J and ruffed a heart with the ´Q. he then drew
the last trump and dummy was high.

Running out of entries
At the other table Valerio Giubilo also reached
7´. The first three tricks were the same: trump lead,
™A, heart ruffed low, but now came a disastrous
mistake. Instead of saving the ®A as the eventual
entry for the 13th heart, as Brogeland had done,
declarer crossed to the ®A! Heart ruff high,
diamond to ace, heart ruff high and now declarer
slowed down, realizing his mistake. He crossed to
the ´J, returned to the tK and led a third round of
diamonds, hoping for a 3-3 break. West ruffed with
the ´9 and it was 17 IMPs away.
r
FINAL RESULTS
1
2
3
4

ITA-Allegra (vs NED-Bc’t Onstein, 114-38)
NED-Bc’t Onstein
ENG-EBU (vs ITA-Angelini, 93-58)
ITA-Angelini

5
6
7
8

ENG-Allfrey (vs NOR-Heimdal, 82-53)
NOR-Heimdal
TUR-Cayyolu (vs SWE-Uppsala, 108-94)
SWE-Uppsala

9
10
11
12

FRA-Soulet (vs DEN-Pharmaservice, 67-39)
DEN-Pharmaservice
ROM-Bucharest (vs BUL-Radkov, 68-63)
BUL-Radkov
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Prize Leads Quiz Answers
Answers to December Problems

click

by Alan Mould
PROBLEM 1 comes from Manchester player and
international, Gary Hyett.

Hand 1
´ J2
™ 932
t 10 8 4 2
® 10 9 8 3
West
2®2
Pass
Pass
1

North
Pass
Dble
4´

East

1NT1
2™
Pass
All Pass

South
Pass
Pass
2´

12-14; 2 Stayman

Choose from: (a) ´J; (b) a heart; (c) t2; (d) ®10.

We have run from 1NT before it gets ugly and have
survived. Now, how do we try and beat the
opposition game, given that we know they have 25
HCP as a minimum?
North seems to have a remarkably good hand, but
could not take any action after 2® Stayman as this
would have been lead-directing. Our problem is to
beat 4´. And if we are going to beat it, partner will
basically have to take the tricks as he holds the values.
Unfortunately declarer knows that as well which means
he won’t be taking any finesses into partner’s hand and
partner is ripe for endplays. How best to avoid this?

link

(a) ´J: 1 mark. This lead is incredibly dangerous.
Imagine partner with Q-x-x, or even say K-x-x or
A-x-x and you could blow a trick in the suit. It may
or may not be a good idea to draw trumps, but it is
just too dangerous from this holding.
(b) a small ™: 10 marks. Since we are relatively
short in hearts this may well be a place to hunt for
tricks. At the table Gary chose to lead ™9 and was
heavily rewarded when dummy had A-Q-x and
partner K-J-10-x. This set up the two heart tricks
immediately. On a low heart lead declarer can just
duck, but it’s still top marks.
(c) t2: 4 marks. Not as dangerous as a spade, but
nowhere near as good as the other two leads. You
have more length in this suit, so there will be, on
balance, fewer tricks to set up.
(d) ®10: 8 marks. If you are not going to lead a
heart then this is definitely second best. As you hold
sequential clubs you are very unlikely to blow a
trick, plus you may be able to hold the lead again
when dummy has something like A-Q-x and
partner K-J-x – something you cannot do in
diamonds.
HHHHHH
Hand 2
´ 87
™ K762
t K Q 10 2
® 874

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master:Robin Squire,
London

Open: Chris Shambrook,
Reading,

Sponsored by
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West

North

Pass
All Pass

Pass

East
1™
Dble

South
7´
Redble

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™2; (c) tK; (d) a club.
The way to think about this hand is not to panic
Unless South is completely bonkers he (for they
were all male) thinks they have 13 tricks and the
redouble just confirms it. Partner is sure he can beat
it. There is no reason at all why partner should think
an ace is standing up so either (a) he has a trump
trick – that isn’t going to happen after the redouble!
and anyway it then doesn’t matter what you lead or
(b) partner has a ruff. If partner has a ruff what suit
is it? It cannot be diamonds as otherwise declarer
cannot have 13 tricks since you have the KQ of
them. Hence it must be clubs. Thus you should lead
a club – either partner will ruff it or claim his trump
trick. It is a sad fact that in the Camrose trials NO
ONE got this right.

(a) A spade: 1 mark. The very worst lead of all!
Partner is not going to be charmed by this if he has
made a speculative (and ridiculous) double on say
´Q-x-x or ´J-9-x-x.
(b) ™2: 2 marks. Not a lot better! What if declarer
has taken a real wild shot on a hand with ™A-Q stiff,
assuming he will get a heart lead. Unlikely but why
take the risk?
(c) tK: 5 marks. If you are not going to lead a club
then at least this is safe!
(d) A club: 10 marks. For the reasons given above.
Declarer held
´A K Q J 10 x x ™- t- ®A K Q J 10 x
and your partner ´x x x ™A Q J x x tA x x x x ® .
HHHHHH
Hand 3
´ J 10 2
™ AJ9532
t K4
® 32

1

West

2™1

North
Dble

Pass

5´2

Weak;

2

East
Pass
All Pass

South

4´

Asks for a heart control

Choose from: (a) ´J; (b) ™A; (c) ™5; (d) ®3.

www.ebu.co.uk

The opposition have strayed to the five-level
hunting for a slam. Can you punish them? They
have kindly told you that two heart tricks are
cashing – North would not ask for a heart control
with one, and South also denied one. Hence partner
has the ™K. What use can we make of that?
(a) ´J: 2 marks. Does it really sound like the
opposition are short of tricks here? Declarer will
draw trumps and cash some winners – 13 of them
in this case.
(b) ™A: 6 marks. OK – sort of the right idea as you
are cashing your two known tricks. But where is the
third coming from? Much the best idea is . . .
(c) ™5: 10 marks. A heart to partner’s king, a heart
to your ace and when you see dummy:
´ A Q x x ™ x x t A ® A K Q J 10 x

it was obvious to lead a third heart. Partner had a
doubleton heart and the magnificent singleton ´9
so that promotes a trump trick for your J-10-x. One
might criticise declarer’s leap to 4´ on
´ K x x x x ™ Q x t Q J 10 x x ® x

but unless you do this he is getting away with it.
(d) ®3: 3 marks. For similar reasons to the above,
this just looks way too slow. Anyway, if you need to
lead a club you can always do it after one or two
r
rounds of hearts.

Opting out of NGS
calculations
EBU affiliated clubs have been
reminded of the requirements for an
individual to be excluded from the
NGS calculations. The opt-out may
only be chosen by one player per
session, and only if they are acting as
a host – their partner for that session
can also be excluded if desired.
The decision must be made before
the start of the game and applied
regardless of the pair’s eventual score.
The option is available to protect
players against any disadvantage that
might result from the unfamiliarity of
a host partnership, and is therefore
not available to anyone playing with a
regular partner, even as a host.
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Junior training weekends

Behind the scenes . . .

by Kyle Lam

click
link

THE ENGLISH Juniors are currently training for
the World Championships to be held next summer.
A crucial element of their preparation is training
weekends. We go behind the scenes to look at a
typical weekend for the young elite:

Saturday
12:00 noon: The proposed kick-off time. The
Young Chelsea Bridge Club is looking fairly empty.
Juniors are not famed for their punctuality. Cue the
usual flurry of text messages varying from ‘The dog
ate my train ticket’ to ‘Sorry, I might be a bit late
because I’m in the wrong city’.
12:30pm: Alan Shillitoe, the U25 squad manager,
is rescued from his solitude
as members start to trickle
in. A worksheet is issued.
This time it is ‘Test your
Suitplay 4’ which bears a
surprising resemblance to
the previous weekend’s
‘Test your Suitplay 3’. Any
complaints
about
repetitiveness are quickly
silenced when it is pointed
out that most responses are
still incorrect.
1:00pm: Guest speaker, Graham Osborne, arrives
and the theme of the weekend, ‘Opening Leads’ is
announced. We are extremely lucky to have the
opportunity to listen to expert players such as Chris
Jagger, Frances Hinden and Jason Hackett (to name
only a few) talk about aspects of the game that are
often glossed over. A quiz with a few problems is
handed around and the problems are discussed in
small groups.
After a long enough period of time for most of
the Juniors to have given up, the discussion is
opened up to the whole room and the answers are
revealed. Although finding out whether you are
right or wrong is important, hearing the thought
process behind the answer is so much more
valuable.

3:30pm: The session regroups after a quick break
for food (obviously most of the Juniors go for a
nutritious salad?). The day normally finishes with a
set of themed boards and everyone tries to find a
spectacular lead – often catastrophic when a 2 is led
from A-K-Q-J-2 against 3NT.
6:00pm: After a quick discussion of the boards,
the training breaks for the Saturday. Most people
would have thought that was enough bridge for the
day but I assure you the hand records stay out after
the session has ended – much to the
bewilderment of the general public.

Sunday
10:30am: An optimistic
start time. Most of the
players are not looking
fresh. The majority have
been playing bridge until
the early hours of the
morning. Sunday centres
around playing long sets in
preparation for the big
championships where three
gruelling sets of 20 boards a
day is the norm. Players are
out to impress the coach but the focus is on making
mistakes here and now rather than in the
competition a month down the line.
1.00pm: The infamous post-mortem. ‘Never bid
that again’ and the sound of a board pen glancing
off a player resonate around the room. This is a
relaxed environment for people to review boards.
The discussion is light-hearted and the emphasis is
upon learning rather than criticism. And a board
pen doesn’t sting that much!
4.00pm: The weekend closes. Alan makes sure
there is no one left behind (this has only happened
once) and locks up the bridge club. r

Interested in joining a
junior squad and
possibly playing for
England? Read
Alan Shillitoe’s
article online, page 67
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Kyle Lam also plays for the Cambridge
team that won the universities’ 2015
Portland Bowl. See photo online, p 65
www.ebu.co.uk

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Send your letters to the editor,
Lou Hobhouse, Raggett House, Bowdens, TA10 0DD, or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal address)
The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

MISSING MASTER POINTS

WEAK JUMP OvERCALLS

The EBU has changed the master
point system so that unless
players have played 70% of
boards no master points can be
awarded. I am a director on
bridge holidays. Suppose I have
14 tables on the first night. I only
want to play 18 boards because
many of the guests were up at
3am for flights. If I run a 14 table
Mitchell (two boards a round, 28
boards in play) I cannot give
master points because 18 out of
28 is less than 70%. But this
permutation allows players to
meet nine opponents on the first
night. The master point system
has been highly successful for 50
years. It motivates players, and
provides a lot of money for the
EBU. Are they are killing the
goose that lays the golden egg?
Andrew Kambites by email

Andrew Robson has many
followers (quite rightly so) but
he is handing a licence to
commit suicide to my partners
with his weak jump overcalls
advice (see December issue, p8).
On the last hand his suggested
auction is 1™-2´-3™-P-4™-all
pass. Really? Is that how the
auction goes? Not where I play.
1™-2´-3™-P (no chance!). East
bids 3´ every day of the week.
South bids 4™ (I’m not going to
let them steal the contract). West
is in a turmoil “I was not going to
bid again . . . I’m a bidding addict
. . . I can feel it coming . . . I can’t
stop myself . . . that lovely big
black spade with 4 on the top
looks so handsome.” He bids 4´.
North flourishes that red card
with the cross. DOUBLE!
Down 300 with the wrong side
grinning.
Richard Cross by email

There have always been regulations
limiting the issuing of master points
and this latest one came about to
allow Bridge Club Live and other
online providers to issue master
points in a way that would be fair.
When we first proposed this as the
75% rule, a small number of clubs
brought to our attention problems it
would cause, and so we modified it
to 70% to take account of them.
We have provided assistance to
directors about movements on our
website as well as answering
individual queries. Andrew has been
given a suggested movement to
comply with the regulation, fit his
requirements and provide a better
competition. No one should be
deprived of their master points.
Gordon Rainsford
www.ebu.co.uk

Dear Richard, thank you for your
very amusing riposte. On an
instructive note, though, there are
two styles of preempting.
There is the Sound style, where
you always have your bid and
partner can freely support with J-x
(although this East's hand is so
defensive eg ™Q-J-10 that I'd be
reluctant to do so here).
Then there's the Freewheeling
style of pressure bidding where you
cannot be relied upon to have full
values (or even half-values) for your
bid and the last thing you want is for
partner to support you with J-x.
Both styles are workable, but you
have to have a partnership
agreement. I prefer the second

approach: (a) you get to bid more
often; (b) you do not give a virtual
blueprint of your hand to the
opponents because your hand is so
wide-ranging; and (c) it's more fun!
Whichever style you agree to play
with your partner, though, you must
not bid again. To go on with 4´ in
the auction is a clear break of
discipline.
Andrew Robson

TOO MANY SLAMS
In the December 2015 issue, a
very large proportion of the
sample deals are slams. In real
life, slams are only the icing on
the cake. In a normal session of,
say, 12 hands, there may be about
nine part scores and three games
bid. I suggest your sample deals
should reflect this accordingly.
Jim Seddon by email

AN END TO CHEATING
Surely the ‘cheating video’ proves
that physical cards are numbered
at top level bridge? To eliminate
cheating, all players will sit at
computer terminals and not
within ‘coughing
distance’.
Players would alert their own
bids and opponents’ systems
would be available electronically
as on BBO. Play at all tables
would be available for viewing in
real time and stored for later.
Electronic clocks could keep a
running
total
of
each
partnership’s ‘thinking time’.
Necessity is the mother of
invention, so perhaps the cheats
will make top level bridge a
better experience for players and
spectators.
Ian Dalziel by email
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COUNTY NEWS
You will find your County’s ‘Local Results’ (if submitted) and obituaries (in our ‘In Memoriam’
column) in the online magazine (p72 onwards). These pages are also available as a standalone pdf in the English Bridge Section of the website and at www.ebu.co.uk/ click
documents/magazine/county-extra.pdf. We would also encourage you to visit your County link
website for up-to-date news and results. The websites are given in each county report.
Avon
http://site.pianola.net/avon-contract-bridge-association
OUR JOINT green-pointed weekend with
Wiltshire and the EBU is on the 5 & 6 March.
More information on the website.
ACBA Pairs qualifier on 11 Feb, 7.15pm @
Bristol BC.
Congratulations to Tim Brierley, Robert
Covill, Graham Hartley, David Jones and Steve Tomlinson on
winning the EBU 2015 NICKO, representing Bristol BC. Well
done to Jan Duncan & David Jones on winning the Torquay
BC Congress Mixed Pairs on 13 Nov.

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
IN THE ECats BBC Children in Need Sims, Paul
Bower & Steve Webster were 14th nationally
with 67.3% while playing at Wardown on 9 Nov.
Rita Keable & Monica Lucy were 7th with 68.3%
while playing at Milton Keynes Club on 11 Nov.
Thia & Kamala Thiagarajah won the Saturday Afternoon
Pairs event (N/S) at the Really Easy Weekend at Horwood
House in Buckinghamshire on 31 Oct to win their first ever
Blue Points.

Berks and Bucks
www.berks-and-bucks-cba.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Kevin Elstow & Chris
Mooney who were runners up in the national
senior knock-out competition (Gerald Faulkner
salver) playing with Rob Lawy & Trevor Ward
from Avon. Also congratulations to the
Tollemache team, Sally Brock, Barry Myers, Ed Scerri, Gary
Jones, Richard Bowdery, Andrew Murphy, John Howard and
Tim Rees, for reaching the national inter-county finals for the
fourth successive year.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
INTER-INSULAR WEEKEND
Guernsey won the A Team match 410-310 and the
B Team match 431-289. The A Team was: Dan
McIntosh, Rune Hauge, Don Babbe, Anne Babbe.
The B team was: Peter Keeling & Rod Goldsbrough, Sue
Corbet & Margaret Le Page.
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Cornwall
www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
THIS month our report can be found online on
page 72.

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
AT THE Malvern Congress in October, Warner
Solomon was in the winning team and was 2nd
in the Swiss Pairs; Ian Walsh was in the 6th
placed team. Phil Palmer and Jenny Flood won
the B Final Pairs at the Welsh Open in Porthcawl in
November.
In the Tollemache qualifier Devon finished 7th in their
group of nine. Their four wins included beating the group
winners Middlesex.
Diary dates: Qualifiers end soon for the Devon Pairs
Final on 12 Mar (please confirm entries to Ann Slee). North
Devon Congress 26-28 Feb (entries to Beryl Lloyd). Devon
Congress 8-10 Apr (teams can fill up by mid-March).

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to all the following:
South Wales Porthcawl Congress – Ladies Pairs: 1st,
Pat Watson & Margaret Lane. Essex Competitions:
Autumn Seniors: 1st, Tony Philpott & Nigel
Bardsley. 2nd, Graham Foster & Marc Chawner. 3rd, Pat
Johnson & Peter Scotting. Tony Kelvin: 1st, David Piper &
Albert Kitchin, Chris Megahey & Alaric Cundy. 2nd, Pat
Johnson & Peter Scotting, Jacek Lapszys & John Birch. Mixed
Pairs: 1st, Audrey Hartley & Ian Moss. 2nd, Margaret Curtis &
David Sherman. 3rd, Ray Clarke & Linda Fleet. Flitch: 1st,
Terence & Ann Clark.
League Cup Final: Winners
Barleylands; Peter Oake & Robert Elliott, Alan Green & David
Clark. Eastern Counties League vs Northants. A team won
14-6, B team won 15-5, C team lost 8-12.
Diary dates: 13 Feb, Play with an expert. 21 Feb, Ray
Cornell Trophy. 11 Mar, Gwen Herga. 13 Mar, National Pairs
Heats. 16 Mar, Spring Seniors. 25 Mar, Really Easy Afternoon.
10 Apr Championship Pairs & 'B' Flight Pairs.

www.ebu.co.uk

Gloucestershire
www.gcba.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Richard Butland,
whose team reached the quarter finals of the
Gold Cup, to be knocked out by Zia and a team
of professionals. The Welsh Premier League was
a triumph for Gloucestershire when Paul Denning’s team
won, just 1 VP ahead of Patrick Shields’s team.
We have started up a successful youth programme in
Gloucestershire. It is marvellously rewarding working with
young people, so if you’d like to join in helping to run events,
or teach, please email youth@gcba.org.uk.
Diary dates: the Newent Bowl on 21 Feb, and the Everett
Cup on 19 Mar, which this year we shall be running as a
charity event.

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
IT HAS been a bad start to the Western League season. All
three teams have lost in the two matches so far, though the C
team lost by a narrow margin in both. Full results of all
county competitions are on our website.
Diary Dates: 27 Feb, 10.30am, Club Teams of Eight,
Tarrington; 5 Mar, 10.30am, Championship Pairs, Tarrington;
11 Mar, 7pm, Inter-club Teams Round 4, Ledbury; 18 Mar,
7pm Mixed Pairs, Bartestree; 8 Apr, 7pm, Inter-club Teams
Round 5, Ledbury; 23 Apr, 10am, Avocet Teams, Brooms
Green.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
HEARTY congratulations to our retired
chairman Bernard Eddleston for winning the
prestigious Dimmie Fleming Award 2015 for his
dedicated service since 2002 to bridge in the
Hertfordshire and beyond – see page 33.
The Gerard Faulkner Salver, for the Seniors Knockout
Competition, has been retained by the team of Derek Oram &
Celia Oram, Alan Kay (all Herts) & Jeremy Dhondy (Hants &
IOW). The team were on a roll and also won the Senior Swiss
Teams at the Seniors Congress 8 Nov.
Diary dates: 19 Feb, 7.30pm, Cadet Pairs Final at The
Bridge Centre, Gosling Sports Park. 23 Feb, HBA
Simultaneous Pairs at the following clubs: Berkhamsted,
Harpenden Tuesday, Hitchin, Letchworth Heritage,
Leverstock Green, New Hertford, Watford & Bushey. 4 March,
2pm, Really Easy Pairs, Hatfield Heath Village Hall, Stortford
Road, Hatfield Heath. 11 March, 7.30pm, Marjorie Lukyn
Charity Cup Final at The Bridge Centre, Gosling Sports Park.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
THE KCBA is delighted to announce that its
Chairman, Geoff Smith, has been honoured by
the EBU with a Dimmie Fleming Award in
recognition of more than 25 years’ service to
bridge in Kent – see page 33.
Playing for the Tollemache Cup, many congratulations
to the Kent team of Jeremy Willans (Capt) & Ian Draper,
Derek Patterson & Gerald Tredinnick, Pat Collins & Peter

www.ebu.co.uk

Law, Norman Selway & Kay Preddy and reserves Colin
Wilson & Gerald Soper which won their group in the
qualifier, winning all their matches.
In the Premier League 2nd Div, Derek Patterson &
Gerald Tredinnick were in the winning team. Kay Preddy &
Norman Selway, Ian Draper & Jeremy Willans were
runners-up. Both teams were promoted.
In the Seniors Congress Pat Collins & Andrew Petrie
won the Pairs B Final and were second in the Swiss Teams.
Nicky Adamson & Frank Wright won the Swiss Pairs.
Malcolm Lewis & Doug Andrews won the Senior Pairs
qualifier and finished 7th in the A Final.
Metropolitan Cup: Many congratulations to the Kent B
and C teams who both won their sections.
Kent B Team: Colin Wilson (Capt) & Gerald Soper, Bill
Charlwood & Jon Chapman, Steve Barnfield & Frances
Connell, Norman Inniss & Stefan Syplywczak, Keith
Ashcroft & John Hemington and Tony Price & Robin
George.
Kent C Team: Gwyneth Davies & Sarah Chapman, Ann
Cox & Val Golding, Barbara Schulz & David Powell, Gillian
Foster & Alan Foster, Graham Foreman & Lyn Foreman and
Colin Game & Pat McBain.

Lancashire
www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
IN THE Qualifying Round of the Tollemache Cup
Lancashire finished fifth out of nine counties in
Group C. The team was John Brearley & Ross
Shine, Paul Hepworth & Rick Bentley, Colin
Mitchell & Bill Alston, Nick & Sue Woodcock and Jeff Smith
& Jackie Pye.
Congratulations go to Colin Mitchell & Bill Alston on
winning the Steve Haley Trophy for the best performing
Lancashire pair in the Northern Bridge League.
Diary dates: 7 Feb, LCBA Championship Pairs, Blackburn
BC; 14 Feb, LCBA Club Teams-of Eight Championship, Bury
BC; 19-21 Feb, EBU Spring Congress, Harrogate; 5 Mar,
MCBA Swiss Pairs, Altrincham BC; 6 Mar, M&CBA Swiss
Teams, Deva BC; 20 Mar, Portland Pairs, Brierfield BC; 27
Mar, Hector Barker Pivot Teams, Southport BC.
LCBA Congress winners – Swiss Pairs: Austin Barnes &
Des King. LCBA Congress Swiss Teams: Paul Hackett & Jason
Hackett, Brian Senior & Adrian Kenworthy. Pendle Witch
Pairs: Rodney Lighton & John Currie. Foundation Cup: Sue
Woodcock & Stuart Clarke, Nick Woodcock & Sue Fjortoft.
Lytham Rose Bowl: Paul Worswick & David Hammonds.

Leicestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
WE ARE sad to announce the death of Jean
Wightman the first Leics CBA lady
Grandmaster – See the In Memoriam section
(online p76).
Midlands League County Team results: 1 Nov vs Derbyshire
(Home): 1st team won 14-6, 2nd team drew 10-10, 3rd team
won 13-7. 6 Dec vs Gloucester (Away): 1st team lost 5-15, 2nd
team won 15-5, 3rd team won 12-8. Leicestershire finished in
4th place in the Tollemache Qualifier Heat in November.
Diary dates: 10 Feb, Stanley Trophy Round 5 (Glenfield)
11 Feb, Pairs League Round 2 (Rothley). 21 Feb, Midland
League vs Staffs & Shropshire (Greenfields). 24 Feb, Joseph’s
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Bowl & Butterworth Langley Trophy Semi-Finals (Blaby).
5 Mar, Leicestershire Green Point Swiss Pairs (Spondon).
9 Mar, Stanley Trophy Round 6 (Glenfield). 10 Mar, Pairs
League Round 3 (Rothley). 20 Mar, Midland League vs
Warwickshire (Away). 5 Apr, Mercury Learners Trophy
(County BC). 6 Apr, Gimson Trophy Semi-Finals (Rothley).
10 Apr, Charity Swiss Teams (Glenfield).

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
MANY congratulations to Ben Green, a member
of the 2015 winning Gold Cup team. At the
Autumn Congress Kieran Dyke shone, coming
equal first in the Eastbourne Bowl and second in
the Swiss Pairs; the team of Paul Chapman & Graham Pollack,
Tim Chanter & Helen Wildsmith were third in the
Eastbourne Bowl; Alan & Olivia Woo and Alex Hydes were
third in the Burlington Cup; and Anne Catchpole & David
Wing were second in the Sussex Cup.
The Platinum (70th) Lederer Memorial Trophy will be
held at the RAC in Pall Mall on 27-28 Feb. Entry for
spectators will be free this year, but pre-notification is
required. Enquiries to Ian.Payn@charterchambers.com.
Diary dates: 7 Feb, Ian Gardiner Trophy (Championship
Teams). 10 Apr, London Championship Pairs11.30am at
YCBC. Entries/enquiries to lmbaentries@gmail.com.

Manchester

Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Andrew McIntosh on
winning the EBU Premier League second division
and to Neil Rosen & Martin Jones who finished
second and gained promotion. Congratulations
also to Tony Waterlow on winning the
Eastbourne Bowl at the Autumn Congress.
Middlesex won their group at the Tollemache
qualifier. Elections at MCBA AGM – Chairman: Peter
Hasenson; Vice Chairman: Paul Wilson; Treasurer: Pradip
Shah; Secretary: Harish Patel. Shareholders: Peter Hasenson,
Harish Patel, Harold Schogger.
Diary dates: 21 Feb, Rank Masters Pairs. Championship
Pairs Semi-finals. 2 Mar and 3 Apr, Championship Pairs
Semi-finals. 12 Mar and 6 Apr, Mixed Pairs Semi-final.

North East
www.neba.co.uk
WE ARE delighted to extend hearty
congratulations to our Chairman Liz Muir upon
her receipt of the prestigious EBU Dimmie
Fleming Award – see page 34.
The 2016 NEBA Congress is again to be held in the fine
bridge facility at the Marriott Metro-Centre Hotel from 5-7
November 2016. All main events, Saturday Swiss Pairs and
Sunday Swiss Teams will be green pointed.

www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
MANY congratulations to John Holland on
winning the Gold Cup, Britain's most
prestigious competition, for the first time.
John and partner Ben Green played every
board in the final stages beating the holders (Allfrey, Robson,
Forrester, Gold, Bakhshi, McIntosh) in the quarter finals and
Peter Lee's team in the semis by 98 IMPs.
The final weekend of the Premier League finished with
Jason & Justin Hacketts’ team winning and the twins top of
the cross IMPs. Michael Byrne's team survived in sixth place,
but John Holland's team was relegated. In the second division
Paul Hackett, John Sansom, Alan Mould, Ollie Burgess, Jeff
Morris and John Hassett dropped to third place after leading
throughout.
Llangollen Swiss Teams – Michael Byrne & Gary Hyett
playing with Irish teammates won this event in mid-Nov.
Diary dates: 7 Feb, Gazette Cup Teams of Eight,
Altrincham BC. 28 Feb, 1.30pm, Cantor Cup (Newcomers),
Manchester BC. 5 Mar, 11.00am, Green Pointed Pairs, St
Peters Assembly Rooms (Altrincham BC).

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Bob Pitts and
Barry Jones who were selected to play for the
WBU team in the first weekend of this year’s
Camrose event. Well done to David
Stevenson & Liz Commins, who, with Steve & Georgia Ray
won the teams event at the NEBA Congress.
Diary dates: 7 Feb, County trials. 21 Feb, Jean Keen
trophy (Women’s pairs) MBC, 6 Mar, Eric Howarth trophy
(GP teams), 20 Mar, Portland Pairs, 24 Apr, Preece Rosebowl
(Ladies pairs) BBC, 22 May, John Armstrong trophy.
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Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
THE COUNTY is very pleased to learn that David
& Joan Burgess have both been awarded the
Dimmie Fleming Award – see page 34. A formal
presentation was made by the county chairman at
the Xmas Pairs event.
Notts had a rare success against Oxfordshire winning the
coumty match 20-0 in the first team and 12-8 in the second.
In the Senior Congress teams Sandy Fulton & Willie Crook
were in the 5th placed team.

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
SOME 30 children took part in the Oxford Junior
Congress in November. Winners of the MiniBridge section were Alice & Jacob Hathaway.
Freya Baldwin & John Wood won the section for
Novice Bidders and Arthur & George Anstis won
the section for Experienced Bidders – see page 31.

Somerset
www.somersetbridge.org.uk
SOMERSET won all of their matches against
Hereford – A 15-5, B 16-4, C 11-9.
Tollemache – Somerset were 4th in their group
which is the best performance for some years
although did not qualify for the final. The team was
John Cockram & Tom Gibbard, Roger Sweet & Colin
Juneman, Colin Flood & Eric Cummings and Alan &
Jette Bailey.

www.ebu.co.uk

Diary dates: 13 Feb, Café bridge Seminar with Bob Baker.
20 Feb, Championship pairs and plate at Woolavington. 11 Mar
Non Expert pairs at Woolavington. 12 Mar, County teams of
eight at Woolavington.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
WE WOULD like everyone to join us on Sunday
15 May to commemorate the life and Bridge
contribution of Roy Edwards. Details and entries
at www.bridgewebs.com/wolverhampton .
Jason & Justin Hackett won the Premier League and go on
to represent England in the Camrose weekend in March. They
have also been selected for the England team in the European
Championships. Paul Hackett was in the winning team in the
Asean championships in Bangkok,
Our Tollemache team, David Beavon, Roger Keane, Dan
Crofts, Alistair Kent, Barbara, Jason, Justin and Paul Hackett
and captained by Paul Cutler had wins against
Gloucestershire, Devon, Notts and Bedfordshire and finished
in 5th place.
Reserve your place in our county Congress at the Park Inn,
Telford. Pairs on 16 April and teams on the Sunday. Both
events are green-pointed. Entries and information from Judy
Mitchell, 01743 235374 or email mitchellmj@btinternet.com

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to David Price on winning
the EBU Premier League and earning selection to
represent England in one weekend of the 2016
Camrose Trophy series, and the European Champions' Cup
2016 if England qualifies.
Congratulations also to Ipswich & Kesgrave who have
qualified to represent Suffolk in the Garden Cities 2016.
You can play Green-Pointed Swiss Pairs and Teams at the
East Anglia Bridge Weekend at Ipswich UCS the first
weekend of March. Our Championship Pairs semi-final is at
Kesgrave on 19 Feb and the Jyl Marsh Individual at
Framlingham on 21 Feb.

Surrey
www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to the Tollemache team
who qualified for the final in February.
It has been decided that the format of the
bridge at this year’s AGM will change to a
bracketed Pairs instead of Swiss. This gives members an
opportunity to meet and play against several other members.
Please put the date in your diary now – 3 July, 1pm. Venue tbc.
Forthcoming events: Sunday 21 Feb, 1pm, Men’s & Ladies
Pairs, Oxshott. If insufficient numbers of pairs of each gender
enter for this competition it will be run as one event. County
Pairs 3 April, 1pm, Oxshott.
Please would players book online using the new website. If
you do want to book by phone please call Shirley Pritchard on
0208 5407636.

www.ebu.co.uk

Sussex
www.sccba.co.uk
Diary dates: SCCBA are very proud to confirm
that the Henfield Candles is now to be run by the
County on 5 June and will be a Blue Pointed event
and,
SCCBA Spring Congress (incorporating the
AGM) at the Uckfield Civic Centre on 8-10 Apr.
Entry details and more information can be found on the
SCCBA website.

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
AFTER 4 matches in the Inter County League,
Warwickshire are leading in the Dawes, lying 2nd in
the Porter, and 4th in the Markham
Diary dates: 9 Mar, 6.45pm Non Expert Teams,
West Mids. 25 Mar, 3pm, Really Easy Congress, West
Mids. 31 Mar, 11.30am, Seniors Teams and lunch, West Mids.

Worcestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
THE MALVERN Congress once again proved
extremely popular and was enjoyed by all.
Warner Solomon, Taf Anthias, Richard Samter
and Pat Davies won the Origin Financial Swiss
Teams and Diane & Filip Kurbalija won the Wall
James Chappell Championship Pairs.
In national events, Worcestershire have qualified for the
Tollemache final, winning all the matches except one in their
group – we wish them luck in that. Stewart Fishburne, Mike
Willoughby, Chris Philp and Tony Poole have reached the
final of the Silver Plate and we wish them well in that match.
Nearer home, the Healey Cup is open to members of
Herefordshire as well as Worcs. This year Malvern BC won –
Nigel Laville, Geoffrey Herbert, Heather Westcott and
Jennifer Romer, with runners-up Evesham BC – Mark
Stretch, Barry Sayers, Ronnie Moore & Veronica Enticknap.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
CONGRATULATIONS to YCBA President and
former chairman Philip Mason on his receipt of the
prestigious EBU Silver Award – see page 32.
Yorkshire’s team of Richard Pike, Dave
Robinson, James Thrower, Phil Godfrey, Sandy
Davies, Tom Gisborne, Sandra Penfold and Brian Senior
finished second in its group, qualifying for the final of the
EBU’s Tollemache Cup inter-county competition.
Frank Littlewood & David Musson won the
Championship Pairs at the EBU Seniors Congress. Ian Martin
& Richard Cross were second in the Swiss Teams.
A successful inaugural Members’ Meeting was held at the
Bridge Inn Wetherby alongside a pairs event to celebrate the
YCBA’s 80th anniversary.
Diary dates: 7 Feb, Doncaster Swiss Pairs; 11 Feb, Margery
Cartwright Simultaneous Pairs (clubs); 19-21 Feb, EBU
Spring Congress (Harrogate); 13 Mar, Northern Pairs
(Bradford); 13 Mar, Yorkshire Improvers Pairs (Leeds); 25-27
Mar, Northern Easter Festival (Craiglands Hotel, Ilkley).r
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Club Bidding Quiz
Answers to Questions on Page 41
Hand 1
´ 9863
™ A87
tA6
®A765

W
?

N

E

S

1NT. Although a hand with three
aces looks like it might produce
only three tricks, do not forget
you have a partner. Your aces
turn partner's kings into sure winners. The hand
could be worse; you do have a bit of shape plus a
smattering of eights and nines.
W
Hand 2
´ 64
™ KQ97
t A 10
®AKQJ7

N

E

S
3™

?

3NT. You might wish you could
go back to the days when a
penalty double was available.
These days almost everyone plays
double for takeout. Since your hand is far too good
to hope that partner can reopen with a double, you
must bid 3NT. The club suit will come in handy in
3NT.

Hand 3
´ Void
™J8542
tJ3
®AKQ863

W
1®
1™
?

N
Pass
Pass

E
1t
3NT

S
Pass
Pass

Pass. Yes, you have more shape
than you have previously shown.
Yes, your void is in the unbid
spade suit. Nevertheless, you should trust your
partner who is duty-bound to have the spades
covered. A leap all the way to 3NT over 1™ should
show a strong desire to play there. If you belong in
4™ or 5®, it is not your fault! .

click

by Julian Pottage

Hand 4
´ K9
™ J 10 9
tKQ8653
® A5

W
1t
2t
?

N
Pass
Pass

link

E
1´
2™

S
Pass
Pass

2´. Going back to partner's first
suit typically shows a doubleton
honour (you would jump to 3´ if
you had three-card support). You would need four
hearts to raise to 3™. If the bidding continues, you
might be able to show the club stopper next time.

Hand 5
´ KQ6
™Q8
t 10 8 7
® 10 6 5 4 2

W

N

E
1t

S
1´

?

1NT. The overcall does not stop
you from responding what you
were planning to respond anyway.
The only difference is that now partner knows you
have a spade stopper and at least seven points (you
would pass with five or six after the overcall) up to a
maximum of a poor ten.

Hand 6
´ A4
™ KQ98753
tA82
®5

W
1™
?

N
2®

E
2´

S
4®

4™. The vigorous opposing
bidding has limited your
options. Fortunately, you hold a
decent seven-card suit. If you do not bid 4™ now,
you will never be able to convey what sort of suit
you have. Even facing a singleton 4™ should have
some play. Besides, the big fit for the opponents
increases the chance of a fit your way.
r

Prestbury’s charity fund-raising
Prestbury Duplicate Bridge Club presented a £1,500 cheque to the East
Cheshire Hospice at their Christmas party. The picture shows John Houlker,
Treasurer, with Hospice Ambassador, Midge (Dorothy) Barber. Over its 25
year life, PDBC has given a total of £75,850 to the Hospice.
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EBED
Bridge at universities
Continued from page 45

I became involved with my university's
team because I love playing bridge, but I
never imagined I would make such good
friends or have so much fun.
The president of the society has sought
to recruit new members by novel ideas,
such as 'give it a go bridge' and 'bridge on
tour', where we travel around locations at
the university playing bridge. And my
favourite part about playing bridge at
university is that the society is extremely
inclusive and leads to great friendships!
On the social side, Durham University
Bridge
Society
has
hosted
several
competitions, giving members a chance to
meet and play with other university teams.
We have experienced 'Pancake Bridge', held
on Shrove Tuesday where we made pancakes
together and enjoyed them over a round of
bridge, 'Christmas Meal Bridge' and are
looking forward to 'Formal Bridge' – this is
where all the members are invited to one of
Durham University's colleges for a formal
meal, not forgetting to mention '24-hour
Bridge'!
Lauren Davey, Durham
Learning to play bridge has been a very
enjoyable and social experience. Not only
have I become part of a friendly and
welcoming community, but I have been
taught from scratch by approachable,
advanced players who have given me the
confidence to continue playing bridge at a
local club during vacations. I am grateful to
my university club for the opportunity and
encouragement to learn bridge and to play
Sophie Mitchell, Cambridge
regularly.

www.ebu.co.uk

I played most weeks at a lovely bridge
club in Birmingham during my first year of
study.
Bridge lets you hone some skills which are
incredibly useful for other aspects of your
life. If there's a bridge club or society
which is associated with your university, I'd
wholeheartedly recommend joining it; I
regret that I didn't have the opportunity to
do so myself – the bridge society in the
Students' Union closed a few years before I
arrived.
Rob Sassoon, Birmingham r

* The Beer Card – In basic terms, if you win
the final trick with the 7 of Diamonds everyone
at the table should buy you a drink.

Cambridge B win the 2015 Portland Bowl
Freddie Illingworth, Kyle Lam, Stefan David,
Toby Nonnenmacher, Michael Alishaw (and
Helen Holmes, not pictured)
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Ask Gordon – more from page 43
IAN DEAN WONDERED
I was playing in our club's regular duplicate session.
The bidding – only by our side – was 1´-2t-2´pass; so I was declarer in 2´. After about two
uneventful rounds there was a bit of a distraction
on an adjacent table, which held us up for a
moment.
Having won the previous trick it was my turn to
lead but I could not remember for sure whether we
were in two spades or three spades so I looked at my
score card to check. One of our opponents objected
strongly to this and called the director who, to my
surprise, agreed with the complainer that I was not
allowed to look at my card for any reason. I feel that
such a prohibition is illogical. Could you please
confirm whether or not it does exist (the Rulebook
is unclear on this) and if so, why? On this occasion
the director imposed no penalty other than to say
that I should not do so again.
As noted in my reply to another question on page
43, you are allowed to ask what the contract is at
any time, but not what the auction was once you
have played to the first trick from dummy.
However there is also the following in the Laws:
L40C3. (a) Unless permitted by the Regulating
Authority a player is not entitled during the
auction and play periods to any aids to his
memory, calculation or technique.
So I think you would be safer to ask what the
contract is, rather than risk having your opponents
imagine that you might be looking at your
scorecard for any other reason!
Additionally it’s worth noting that the club itself
is the Regulating Authority for its games, so it
could if it wished make a regulation to allow this.
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JERRY ANSTEAD ASKED
What should the director rule here?
Declarer was in 5t. A heart was led and dummy
went down with a 5-0-2-5 distribution. No one
noticed that this was 12 cards. Declarer discarded
allowing RHO's ™A to win trick one, thus
promoting her own ™K. She took the diamond
return and ruffed a heart in dummy. After eight
tricks had been played dummy straightened his
cards and out popped the queen of hearts.
Neither I – a basic level club director – nor a
county director I later consulted, could find
anything in the rulebook which appeared to cover
this situation. What should the TD's ruling be?
Here’s the relevant law:
14B. Hand Found Deficient Afterwards
When one or more hand(s) is/are found to
contain fewer than 13 cards, with no hand having
more than 13, at any time after the opening lead is
faced (until the end of the Correction Period), the
Director makes a search for any missing card, and:
1. if the card is found among the played cards,
Law 67 applies.
2. if the card is found elsewhere, it is restored to
the deficient hand. Rectification and/or penalties
may apply (see 4 following).
3. if the card cannot be found, the deal is
reconstructed using another pack. Rectification
and/or penalties may apply (see 4 following).
4. a card restored to a hand under the provisions
of Section B of this Law is deemed to have belonged
continuously to the deficient hand. It may become
a penalty card (Law 50), and failure to have played
it may constitute a revoke.
So dummy revoked on the first trick. However,
Law 64B3 tells us there is no rectification for such
a revoke and we go to Law 64C to see if we need to
adjust in equity.
From your description, it doesn’t seem as though
the number of tricks would have been any different
if dummy had played the ™Q on the first round, so
there would be no adjustment. If in fact declarer
would have made fewer tricks without the revoke,
then you would adjust accordingly.
r
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Alan Shillitoe

U25s coach, tells us about joining the English
youth squads
click
link

THERE are four junior squads in England.
They are there to coach aspiring young players
across the range of age groups. The U15s (led by
Sarah O'Connor), U20s (Michael Byrne), U25s
(Alan Shillitoe) and U25 Womens (led by a recently
appointed Sally Brock). The aim is to train and
select teams for the Junior European
Championships that takes place every two years
and, if they qualify, for the World Junior
Championships in intervening years. There are also
smaller events throughout the year that aid training.
All of these are a great experience – travelling
around the world, visiting fantastic places while
playing the game they love and making friends.

Alan Shillitoe (2nd from right) with the team in
France for the second Paris Youth Open 2015
Chris Derrick, Nick Dean, Tommy Brass, Sean Mekie

guest tuition from top players who kindly give their
time to help.
In addition, members may be granted free entry
to selected national events to practise against good
players. Squad members are also expected to work
and practise by themselves – playing locally, reading
and using the internet (such as BridgebaseOnline).
Anyone logging on will frequently find England
Juniors in the bidding rooms!
The squads are open to any juniors who are
interested in attempting to improve their games and
represent their country. Each junior has to sign a
contract stating they will abide by the squad rules.
In return, the squads undertake to provide training
and instruction. Squads will have about half a dozen
training weekends a year at locations around the
country. These will feature a combination of
technical exercises, instruction and play with
analysis afterwards. Many sessions will also feature

England Under 15s finish well against an
experienced field in the Czech Republic
www.ebu.co.uk

One greatly treasured aspect is the number of
friends that players make. Being in a team trying to
win championships creates bonds and friendships
that last long after the bridge (and indeed the junior
squad) is over. The social aspect means there are
good times after the tuition and play has finished.
If you are an aspiring junior and you want to try
to take your game to the next level, then get in
contact with your prospective squad leader. The
contact details can be found on the youth section of
the EBU website. They'll be delighted to help you
take the next steps on your great Bridge journey! r
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Christmas Quiz 2015

Answers and winners

by Bernard Magee

SECTION A (Questions 1–3)
THE MISSING CARD
YOU ARE West in the first three questions and the
bidding is as shown. However, you are a card
short, so you have to identify the missing card.
Five marks for each correctly identified card.
Q1
´ AK43
™ K842
t J7
® 95

W
1´
2™
3NT

W

E

N
Pass
Pass
All Pass

E
2®
2NT

´
™
t
®

96
765
KQ4
AQJ43

S
Pass
Pass

Answer: ´Q
You opened 1´ and rebid 2™, so you should really
have five spades and at least four hearts. So the
missing card is a spade. Subsequently you raised
East’s 2NT to 3NT. East’s bid would show about 11
points so you would need to have a hand worth
about 14 points to go for game, which means the
missing spade must be the queen. With such a
strong five-card spade suit, you add a point on and
evaluate the complete West hand as 14 points.
Q2
´ KNQ 4
Q2
2NT ™ KPass
t K6NT
Q
®
K
Q
Answer: ®J 4 3

W
2NT
6NT

N

W
E
´ A95
E W SE S
W
E
S
4NT
Pass ™ A 9 3
t A762
All Pass
N

® 852

N
Pass
All Pass
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E
4NT

S
Pass

Answer: ®J
Your 2NT shows 20-22 points, so the missing card
cannot be an ace, but since West chose to accept the
slam invitation by his partner it must be a jack. It is
debatable whether West should accept any
invitation with just an extra jack, but considering
that he has accepted it, you should give him the
most valuable jack and that is most certainly the ®J.
With a strong five-card suit, once again you might
consider your hand to be worth 22 points.
East had a bare three aces and a completely flat
hand, so invited slam: with the ®J the slam is
excellent, but change the jack for any other jack and
the slam is not so good.
Q3
´ J3
™ A K 10 4 2
t J7
® A95

W
1™
Pass
2NT

W

N
Pass
Pass
All Pass

E

E
1´
Dble

´
™
t
®

A9872
J3
98
KQ76

S
2t
Pass

Answer: tQ
West has opened 1™ and then passed over South’s
2t overcall, finally responding 2NT to his partner’s
take-out double. Clearly West has to have another
high diamond to make the 2NT bid. With the tA he
may well have called a direct 2NT over South’s 2t
because he would have had 17 points and a good
stopper. With the tK, he has 16 points and with the
diamonds well-placed he might well have bid 3NT
in response to his partner’s double. The only
card with which he might settle for a 2NT bid is the
tQ. The two hands do have 25 points between
them, but they do not fit well and 2NT is probably
high enough.
www.ebu.co.uk

SECTION B (Questions 4-5)
CHOOSE THEIR LEAD
It is Christmas for the declarer and he is allowed
to choose the opponents’ lead!
Which lead do you pick from the West hand to
make sure South’s contract makes? You can choose
any card, but note that the other cards will be
nastily placed, although on Q5 neither opponent
has a void.
Each correct lead gains you 5 marks. Choosing
the correct line of play in Q5 will gain you an extra
5 marks.
Q4 - Contract 6NT
´ Q2
™ AKQJ
t 8765
® 876

´
™
t
®

CHECK out three excellent ‘Master Solver’
videos filmed at the World Bridge Teams Championships in Chennai by David Bakhshi
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMDE83om9dQ),

Q5 - Contract 7´
´ AKQ
™A8765432
t8
®8

N

N

S

S

AJ3
–
A K Q 10 9
A K 10 9 5

MASTER SOLvER
vIDEOS

´ J987654
™–
tAQ4
®AJ4

Simon Cope (www.youtube.com/watch?v=
18Af_y6OHz0)

Q4

You choose the ´K lead and all your troubles
evaporate. You win with your ace and you have 12
tricks: 3 spades, 4 hearts, 3 diamonds and 2 clubs –
the ´Q being your crucial entry to dummy.
Any minor suit lead does not quite do the trick
because it will give East the ´K and you won’t get to
dummy. On a heart lead West will have tJxxx and
the ´K and you can only make 11 tricks.

and David Gold (www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-zs2SEWnE).

Q5
Trumps break 2-1 because neither player has a void.
You need a heart lead of any sort. You ruff the lead,
cross to ´A, ruff a second heart high, cross to ´K
(drawing the last trump) and then ruff a third heart.
Finally you cross to the ´Q and play your hearts
from the top along with South’s two aces
Any other lead leaves you a trick (or entry) short.
The tK can be won and you can ruff a diamond,
cash ™A, throwing a club, but you need to ruff a
heart high to get back to hand to take a final club
ruff and the defence will make their ´10.
Continued overleaf/. . .

www.ebu.co.uk
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SECTION C (Questions 6-9)
BRIDGE DINGBATS

SECTION E (Questions 14A, 14B and 14C)
CHOOSE YOUR SWITCH

The four phrases below represent something to do
with bridge. Two marks are available for each
phrase correctly decoded.

The auction has been 1´ – 3´ – 4´; your partner,
West, leads a low trump to your ace and you are on
lead to trick two with Hand X. Choose your switch
for each of the dummies below (Hands A, B and
C), assuming standard leads. Each correct switch
is worth 5 marks.

Q6
Q7
Q8
Q9

Forth rescue
Strange fortnight
One sirloin ends conversation
Coffee with half-a-shot to go

Answers:
BRIDGE CLUB (Rescue club used in golf)
WEAK TWOS
ONE NO TRUMP OVERCALL
(NOT RUMP)
Q9 WEAK TAKE-OUT

Q6
Q7
Q8

SECTION D (Questions 10-13)
BRIDGE HISTORY
Link the Kings with their slam contracts; each
correct pairing will gain you one mark.

Q10
Q11
Q12
Q13

Ethelred the Unready
Henry VI
Henry VIII
Edward III
6® vulnerable
6™ vulnerable
6´ non-vulnerable
7NT non-vulnerable
Answers: The scores are dates in each King’s reign:
6´ non-vulnerable – 980 – Ethelred the Unready
6™ vulnerable – 1430 – Henry VI
7NT non-vulnerable – 1520 – Henry VIII
6® vulnerable – 1370 – Edward III

Q14 Hand X
´A
™ 8765
tJ754
®K832

Hand A
´ KQ43
™932
t K 10
®Q765

Hand B
´ KQ43
™ Q 10 3 2
t K 10
®765

Hand C
´ KQ43
™A32
t 10 6 3
®Q65

Answer 14A – ™7

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
852
A Q 10
Q862
10 9 4

KQ43
932
K 10
Q765
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

A
8765
J754
K832

J 10 9 7 6
KJ4
A93
AJ

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNERS
Paul Roberts from Chester
and
David Barley from Gillingham, Kent
who win a luxury bridge table or
£100 towards EBU entry fees
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With dummy on your right you are looking for the
weakest suit in sight (leading up to weakness) and a
heart switch looks best. Lead a high heart to deny an
honour in the suit, so your partner does not return
the suit – the ™8. Your partner wins the ™10 and
switches back to trumps. Declarer cannot get rid of
his two hearts and goes one off. Any other switch
allows declarer the chance to endplay West. When
West wins his first heart trick he will have to lead a
heart back or give a ruff and discard.
Answer 14B – ®2

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
852
94
Q9862
AJ9

KQ43
Q 10 3 2
K 10
765

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

A
8765
J754
K832

J 10 9 7 6
AKJ
A3
Q 10 4

Once again, with dummy on your right you are
looking for a weak suit and clubs is the right choice.
This time you lead a low club back – the ®2 – to
show your honour and this will encourage partner
to continue the suit. Your partner wins South’s ten
with the jack and follows with the ®A hoping you
have the king and the defence take the first four
tricks. Clearly, any other switch allows declarer to
throw a club on his heart suit.

Winners receive a beautiful wooden
bridge table or £100 towards EBU
entry fees

www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
852
QJ9
AQ8
10 9 7 4

KQ43
A32
10 6 3
Q65
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

A
8765
J754
K832

J 10 9 7 6
K 10 4
K92
AJ

Answer 14C – ™7
Going by the same rules, surely a diamond lead
looks right – dummy’s worst suit?
Be wary of switching to a suit in which you hold
a high card immediately above the one in dummy:
®K over ®Q and tJ over t10. Your lead lends the
high card in dummy strength and will often give
declarer an extra chance.
Another important element of switching is that
the ace is unbeatable – this means when
contemplating dummy it can be useful to take the
aces away and see what is left. The hearts are weak
and therefore make a great switch. You are hoping
to lead through declarer’s queen or jack to your
partner’s strength. Once again you should switch to
a high heart just in case your partner needs to know
of your lack of strength in the suit.
Here your heart switch does no immediate good,
but it does no damage either. To engineer a perfect
endplay declarer needs four entries to dummy – one
to finesse in clubs, two more for a heart ruff and a
club ruff and finally a last entry to lead a diamond.
He falls an entry short and has to lose three
diamond tricks to go one off.
A club switch would have given declarer his extra
entry – he wins ®J cashes ®A and plays a trump,
ruffs a club, ™K, ™A and another ruff. Finally a
trump to dummy allows declarer to lead a diamond
to the nine – endplaying West. (It does East no good
to insert the jack).
A diamond switch has a simpler result because of
the power given to the ten. Declarer ducks the
diamond to West’s queen, but can then finesse for
East’s jack on the next round. If declarer has to
play diamonds himself, he has to use the nine to
force West’s queen and then the second round
might go ten, jack, king, ace. Leaving West’s eight to
win the third round of the suit!
r
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COUNTY NEWS – LOCAL RESULTS
Avon
http://site.pianola.net/avon-contract-bridge-association
Congratulations to Pat Chant & Cathy
Davies on winning the ACBA Ladies’ Pairs
and to Tim Brierley & Graham Hartley on
winning the ACBA Mens’ Pairs on 12 Nov.
Please visit our website for the latest
successes by our members.

Bedfordshire
www.bridgewebs.com/bba/
Winners of the BBA Marsh Trophy on 12 Nov
were Purnima & Ashwin Ruparel who scored
71.3%. Paul Kilduff & Peter Scott won the BBA
Seniors’ Pairs on 19 Nov with 61.3%. Winners
of the BBA Seniors’ Teams on 10 Dec were Rita
& Brian Keable; Greg Ward & Monica Lucy with +44 IMPs.
The BBA County Pairs Final and Plate competitions will
be contested at Wilstead on 21 Feb, 2.00pm. Winners of each
gain entry to the Corwen. The BBA Green Pointed Swiss
Teams are at Wilstead on 6 Mar – further details to follow.
The BBA inter-club Teams of 8 takes place at Wilstead on 10
Mar, 7.30pm. The BBA Swiss Pairs on 21 Mar is being held at
Leighton Buzzard Rugby Club, 7.30pm.

Berks and Bucks
www.bridgewebs.com/bbcba/
Please try to play at club heats for the Committee
Cup (club teams) and Waller Bowl (club pairs)
and if you do well you can represent your club in
the county finals.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
Winners of the Sigma Pairs were John & Pat Panter
with Tuula Lehtinen & Sue Shaw coming second.
David & Biddy Waters won the Newcomers section.
The County Ladies Pairs was won by Cherry
McMillen & Jacqueline Crispini with Barbara Hunter &
Lynne Williamson coming second.
Robert Plumley & Rudi Falla triumphed in the County Men’s
Pairs, with Hugh Bacon & Martin Jones coming second.
The County Open Pairs was won by Rosemary Pallot &
Norman Le Cocq, with second place to Sue Corbet & Jill Wills
CI Unrestricted Pairs – 1st Stephen & Sharon Halston, 2nd
Jacqueline Crispini & Cherry McMillen.
District results – Jersey. Mixed Pairs was won by Chris Hill
& Jane Knight, with Graham Boxall & Sue Rankin coming
second.
Club results – Jersey. The Victoria Club Mixed Pairs was
won by Howard Basden-Smith & Marion Miles with Chris
Hill & Jane Knight coming second.
Highfield BC Slams Ladder was won by Jane Knight. John
Panter & Chris Hill came joint second.
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Cornwall
www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
JOINT winners of the Penzance Swiss Teams were
Ann Ampleford & Val Clifford, Linda & Phil
Dickson tying with Lynda & David Chidell,
Sandra & Chris Bickerdike. Winners of the Bee
Clarke Pivot Teams were Joe Bryant, Janet Heath, Peter
Hoadley and Rob Jones comfortably ahead of Rod Bell,
Richard Draycott, Jean Law and Geoff Warren. The Bodmin
Swiss Pairs was won with a match to spare by Richard
Draycott & Bob Underhill (Sidmouth). Second were Brian
Colvin & John Hardisty, with Brian & Elaine Relton third.
Diary Dates: 21 Feb, Swiss Pairs, John Betjeman Centre,
Wadebridge. 6 Mar, John Perks Cup, Ladock. 3 Apr, Club
Teams of Eight, Ladock.

Cumbria
www.bridgewebs.com/cumbria/
THE Simple Systems Pairs was played at both Eden and
Barrow Clubs, to cut down on travelling, and scored as a
simultaneous pairs. The overall winners were Dorothy
Pritchard & Colin Woods, 2nd Margaret Thornley & Howard
Brown, both pairs from Barrow. Pro-Am Teams was won by
Brenda & George Bullamore with Glenda Lloyd & Peter
Boardman, runners up Bill & Sheila Rodger with Bob &
Nancy McLure.
The County Teams qualifier was won by Glenda Lloyd,
Peter Boardman, David Strawbridge and John Farmer, who
will play either Ian Smith, Tony Bartlett, Peter Mollart and
Adam Aitken, or John Turner, Rosemary Jackson, Marjorie
Swann and Sylvia Rogerson, for a place in the Pachabo.

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset/
FLEMMICH Cup. 1st Janet Smith & Kelly
Courtney, James & Shirley Dutton, 2nd Jean
Harrison, Norman Massey, Andrew Leslie &
Betty Golding, 3rd Michael Yeo, Basil Barnett,
Geoff Cave & Andrew Barnett. The Weymouth Cup (teams
below National Master) was won by Arthur & Jane Soar,
Vivienne Allan & Joan Kenmir. Hardwick Cup. 1st Bob Matt,
Ann Sharples, Chris Stevens & Barrie Cantello, 2nd Pat
Savage, Audrey Macleod, Richard Bates & Andrew Biship.
Diary Dates: 23 Feb, Multiple teams, Weymouth BC.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to all the following:
Children in Need SIMS – Mon, 5th place, Bill
Cannavan & George Tibbo. Tues, 1st place, Marc
Chawner & Graham Foster. Weds, 11th place, Paul
Spencer & Marc Chawner. Thurs. 4th place, David Tennet &
Theo Todman.
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Gloucestershire
www.gcba.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to this season’s winners
so far: Tricia Gilham & Richard Harris in the
Mixed Pairs, Pam Pearce & Lesley Harrison in
the Ladies’ Pairs, Ian Constable & Roy Collard in
the Men’s Pairs and Paul Lilley, Mike Wignall, Geoff Foster
and Andrew Courtman in the Cotswold Cup. Thribb won the
Bredon Vale Cup, represented by Angelos Agathangelou, John
Councer, Natalie Davenport and John Whittenbury. For more
details, visit the county website.

Hertfordshire
www.bridgewebs.com/herts/
CONGRATULATIONS
to the Hemel
Hempstead BC team of June Ball & Helen
Robinson, David Stimson & Roger Edmonds,
Derek & Lesley Peers, George Summers & Julian
Peers for winning the Desmond Flockhart
Trophy for teams of 8 on 6 Dec.
Congratulations Karima Basse & Francis Eddleston for
winning the Mixed Pairs trophy on 20 Nov. Paul & Fiona
Littlewood came second and also won the Flitch cup as the
highest-placed married couple.
Congratulations to Watford BC for winning the Eccles
Cup on 27 November.
The Club Winners Cup was won on 13 Nov by Kevin
Clark and Paul Kemp from Royston BC. Congratulations to
both of them.

Kent
www.bridgewebs.com/kent/
PLAYING for the Dyer Smith Cup – Valerie
Frearson & George Phillips, winners of the
Kent Mixed Pairs Championship. Hunter Cup
(Married pair) Leigh & Sarah Chapman.
56th Kent Congress: Swiss Pairs Invicta Cup
winners – Victor Milman & David Kendrick. Allnut Trophy
(Mixed pair) Helen Erichsen & Gerald Soper. Gentry Cup
(Married pair) Frances Connell & Steve Barnfield.
Puddleduck Plate (Non-expert) Konrad Mau & John
Gibbons. Swiss Teams winners – Michael Prior & Keith
Ashcroft/Mike Hampton & John Amor winners of the
Lukey Cup. Owl Cup (Runners-up) Peter Brown & Yves
Lebrec/John Jackson & Leon Northeast. Birkle Bowl (Nonexpert) David Lightfoot & Mary Kendall/Jo Lightfoot & Jan
Johnson. Congratulations to all.
Go to the Archive section of the website for the history
of the KCBA – people and cup winners. Contact Phil Jones,
KCBA Archivist, assisted by Gerald Soper, if you have any
information e.g. past results of KCBA tournaments and
events, players of note who had successes while members of
the KCBA (e.g. Gold Cup/Spring Fours winners) and
significant contributions made either as a member of the
committee or in some other function for the KCBA.
Diary Dates: Green pointed Swiss Pairs Sunday 6th
March 1pm. Maidstone Leisure Centre. Larsky Final: TW
BC Sunday 3rd April 11am. George Griffiths Cup (Kent
Seniors Pairs) Sunday April 10th 11am.

Leicestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
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THE Otto & Edith Cup (Mixed Pairs) was won
by Alison Nichols & Richard Smith with Paul &
Susan Bowyer in 2nd place. The Non-Expert
Prize was won by Tracey Bridges–Webb & John
Nolan in 7th place.
Current Leaders in the Stanley Trophy (Butler IMPs Pairs)
after 3 Rounds are John Glover & Lyn Hilton (0.49) with Peter
Halford & John Milne (0.44) close behind. Best placed of
those who have played only two heats are Ian Bruce & Mick
Mahoney (0.78).
Current Divisional leaders in the League (Club Teams of
8) are: Div 1 – Clarendon 51/5; Div 2 – Westcotes A (43/5);
Div 3 – Westcotes B (39/5) Div 4 – Blaby B (42/4).
The Josephs Bowl (Championship Teams of Four) had 15
entries in Round 1 as did the Leicestershire Cup (Aggregate
Scoring Team of Four).

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
PAST events: Ghost Pairs. Winners N/S were Maurice Ladlow
& Maureen Parsons. Runners-up were Brian Smith & Ron
Wall and in third place came Guy Grainger & Jo Pike. Sitting
E/W the victors were Mike Llewellyn & Megan Williams, with
runners-up Nick Hunter & Ruby Schnalke. Third place went
to Phil Harland & Sue Barraclough.
Future events: After having held qualifying heats in the
Clubs, the semi-final of the Bainton final will be held at
Dunholme Village Hall on 31 Jan, 1.30pm. After that the final
will be at the same venue on 28 Feb, 1.30pm.

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
THE Men’s & Women’s Pairs were held together at
the YCBC on 25 Oct 2015. The Women’s Pairs was
won by Anne Catchpole & Stefanie Rohan, with
Camilla Warren & Terry Hewett second and Lyn
Poole & Elisabeth Cocking third. The Men’s Pairs was won by
Nigel Freake & Paul Lamford, with Ian Pagan & Geoffrey
Lederman second and Gad Chadha & Roger Mapp third.

Manchester
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
TOLLEMACHE: Manchester qualified for the
final by winning their group. The team was
John Hassett & Jeff Morris, Michael Byrne &
Michael Newman, John Holland & Alan
Mould, Tom Slater & Alec Smalley. Rodney Lighton was NPC.
Ben Franks Trophy: Michael Byrne & Michael Newman won
the Corwen qualifier on 6 Dec. Ollie Burgess & Rob Myers
were second, 10% behind the winners. In third place and also
intermediate prize winners were Graham Campbell &
Lindsey Barnes. The other qualifiers for the Corwen were
Gillian McMullan & Neil Thomas. The ascenders prize went
to Barbara Lewis & Alec Smalley.
Autumn Intermediate Pairs: Thirteen and a half tables
played at Altrincham on 1 Nov. In the N/S section winners
were Andrew Jackson & Adam Wiseberg and runners up were
Chris Baker & Jim O'Neill. E/W winners were Peter Allison &
John Attree and 2nd were Nicki Decent & Haidee Tattersall.
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Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
WATERWORTH Cup – County pairs event
and our Corwen trophy qualifier: 1st Stuart
Matthews & Mark Weeks, 2nd David
Flacks & Laurence Stone, 3rd Chris Pope &
Andrew Prothero.
The Merseyside Cup (inter-club restricted teams) was won
by Dave Edwards, Gillian Jones, Rob Roberts and Earl
O’Keeffe with Patricia Arthur, Stephanie Howard, Colin
Nugent and John Griffith being the runners-up. Nine teams
took part.

Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
MIDDLESEX Congress Results – Pairs: Anne
Rosen & Sarah O’Connor. Teams: Martin Garvey,
Jeffrey Allerton, Frances Hinden and Graham
Osborne. Senior Pairs: Maurizia & Michael
Trowell.

Norfolk
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
THE Norfolk Contract Bridge Association and its
affiliated clubs continue to place increasing
emphasis on bridge education. Members and the
general public can avail themselves of a wide
variety of courses on offer from beginners and
improvers to advanced private coaching and masterclasses.
Details can normally be found via your local club or by an
internet search.
Bawburgh BC has recently hosted a very successful EBED
teacher training course with 13 delegates attending from
Norfolk and surrounding counties.
The YMCA Trophy, the last of the summer season, was
won by Margaret Motch & Alan Hourd. The September
EDP/John Harrison Trophy was won by Maureen Kimbley &
Bogdan Drobny. The next event was the Houston Trophy and
Bogdan was on form again, this time with Paul Darby, Stuart
Langridge & Jill Innes. Maybe this is why he is our County
Captain!
Moving into October the Smart trophy, point-a-board,
was won by Paul Darby, Roger Amey, Matt Millson & Mike
Walsh. The west of the County took victory in the Orb
Pacquot Trophy. Peter Clemens & Trish Foster were first
equal with Tam Payne & Brian Barrett.
The Allwood-Wharton inter club teams was won by
Wymondham & District club – their first win in this
Competition – and they will represent Norfolk in the Garden
Cities Trophy.
Last, the Barclays Bank trophy was won by John Dennis &
Bryan Renouf – with a good turnout of 39 pairs.
Our next big event is the Norfolk Congress from 1-3 Apr.
It is hoped as many as possible from Norfolk and beyond will
come to what has become known as a very friendly Congress.
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North East
www.neba.co.uk
MANY congratulations go to Clive Owen for his
successes at the Scottish National Congress (1618 Oct). Playing with John Holland from
Manchester, Clive won the Swiss Pairs and
together with Charles & Vi Outred from Glasgow, they won
the Open Teams.
Clive also finished second in the
Championship Teams. October’s Gazette Cup Final was won
by Patricia Tuff & Andrew Cornish (65.45%). The Gazette
Shield went to David Rossiter & Jenny Grist (64.17%).
The results of a splendid November NEBA Congress were:
Congress Pairs and Arnold Deane Quaich – James & Eve
Ewington (69.16%). Ladies Pairs – Aileen Cunningham &
Mary Page (63.10% – retaining their title won in 2014).
Mens Pairs – Brian Pacey & Ray Green (56.85%). Swiss Pairs
– Damian Hassan & Martin Kane (126 VPs). Swiss Teams –
David Stevenson, Liz Commins, Georgia Ray and Steve Ray
(114 VPs). Congratulations go to all successful players.

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
THE NOVEMBER Winter Pairs was won by Willie
Crook & Rob Sharpe and the December event by
Sue & Frank Ball. After four events the leaders are
Gordon Fullerton & David Burgess.

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
THE OBA Swiss Pairs Championship was won by
Liza Furnival & Peter Finbow. In 2nd place were
Leonie Pulford & Angela Adams.
Congratulations to Wantage BC, club winners
in the EBU Simultaneous Pairs winners’ draw.
Chipping Norton club was among the runner-up clubs. Liza
Furnival & Peter Finbow won 3rd prize in the pairs prize draw
and Keith Robbins & John Gunn were among the runner-up
winners. Paula Hopkinson & David Patterson were prize
winners from the EBED Spring Sim Pairs Tuesday heat.

Somerset
www.bridgewebs.com/somerset/
Congratulations to Graham Heal, Roger Sweet, Gina
and David Howard winning the Mixed Teams in
October. Also congratulations to Gina & David Howard,
Colin Juneman & Graham Heal on winning the County
Swiss teams held in November.

Staffs and Shrops
www.bridgewebs.com/staffsshrops/
Another of the popular No Fear Pairs events will
be held at Wolverhampton BC on 25 Feb,
10.45am for 11.30am start. It includes a light
lunch finishing around 4pm.
Shrewsbury Open Swiss Pairs. This blue pointed event,
licensed by the EBU and offering a superb Afternoon Tea,
takes place on 5 March, 2pm, Radbrook Community Centre,
SY3 6DZ.
Shropshire Congress – 16-17 April, Park Inn, Telford, TF3

www.ebu.co.uk

4NA. Green Pointed Swiss Pairs on Saturday, Green Pointed
Swiss Teams on Sunday.
County Championship Pairs (Bearn) – 24 April, 2pm. An
event for members of S&SCBA, taking place at Newcastle BC,
6 King Street, ST5 1EL.
Enquiries & entry forms for the above events from Mrs
Judy Mitchell, 01743 235374, mitchellmj@btinternet.com or
check on http://staffsandshrops.org.uk/
Wolverhampton BC will hold a Teams of Four
Competition on 15 May to celebrate the outstanding
contribution to bridge by Roy Edwards. Roy died in October
2015 after a long battle against cancer. All bridge players are
invited. Details and entry form are on the website
http://www.bridgewebs.com/wolverhampton/

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
IN the Championship Teams, Beeton (Graham
Beeton, Rick Hanley, Chris Chambers and Peter
Gemmell) won Round 2 and have chosen to play
Tattersfield (Roger Tattersfield, Jill Tattersfield, Neil Bresler
and David Cooper) in the semi-finals. The other semi-final is
Newman (Eric Newman, Mike Sherer, David Morran and
Julian Lang) vs Price (David Price, Jane Moore, Jenny Price
and Rosemarie Mascall).
Bushby (Peter Bushby, John Wilmott, Keith Belsey and
Diane Whitley) won the Plate.
The top three in the Suffolk Simultaneous Pairs were:
1 Bill Johnston & Mike Williams Frinton (72.14%)
2. Barbara Polding & Bill Rose Frinton (68.24%)
3. Paul Flavell & Bridget Smith Stansfield (66.26%)
The Club Teams of Eight was won by Ipswich & Kesgrave
(Robert Green, Peter Gemmell, Maria Allnutt, Tony
Shearman, Barbara Barker (Club Captain), Chris Chambers,
Anne Edwards and Phillip Edwards). The club qualify to
represent Suffolk at the 2016 Garden Cities.
The Summer Teams of Eight League concluded with
Colchester winning Division One and Woodbridge winning
Division Two.

2015 Hills Trophy and George Phillips & Valerie Fearson won
the Kent Mixed Pairs Championship. Well done!

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
Congratulations to Pauline and Simon Hogan on
winning Chick O' The County. Leslie Reece & Peter
Oldbury were winners of the recent Senior Pairs
with Tony Poole & Terry Parkes 2nd.

Worcestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
THE County Championship Pairs will take place
on 6 Mar. All County Members are encouraged
to take part in what has always been an enjoyable
and closely-contested event The Garden Cities
Qualifier takes place on 10 April and all the clubs
in the County are invited to send a team of eight.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
THE winners of the pairs event at the YCBA’s 80th
anniversary celebration were Phil Godfrey & Stuart
Davies. At the EBU Overseas Congress in Rhodes,
Sandy Davies & Tom Gisborne won the Swiss Pairs.
Heather Hobson, Roy Garthwaite and Janet & Ted
Latham were third in the Swiss Teams.
Congratulations to the above, and to Tricia Pearce &
Stanley Bough for their victories in the county’s Ryedale Pairs.
The Yorkshire Schools teams champions are Corey
Eastwood, Amit Portnoy, Conor Cooley, Henry Brock and
Josh Glover. The Minibridge team champions are Harrison
Nichols, Nathan Millett, Tom Harvey, Daniel Seavers and
Jonah Stevens.
Stratified Pairs – Grade A: Tom Gisborne & Sandy Davies,
Grade B: Jason Levesley & James Carpenter, Grade C: Wei Che
Tham & Rachel O'Brien.

Surrey
19 – 21 February 2016

www.surreycountybridge.org.uk
WINNERS of the Senior Pairs by a large margin of
10% were John McKimmie and Nigel Barnes.

H A R R O G AT E
SPRING CONGRESS

Sussex
www.bridgewebs.com/sussex/
CONGRATULATIONS to the overall winners of the
Stratified East Grinstead Basic Bridge Pairs who
were Joan Moxham & Carol Mitchell. Other prizewinners were Jim Downes & Thomas Serkowski who
were overall runners-up and Pat Comer & Susie
Swadling (mum & daughter) who won the
Stratification Levels B+C grouping and Christine Wright &
David Underhill who won the Stratification Level C grouping.
Gerry Stanford & David Cairns came first overall in the
Thursday heat of the 2015 Children in Need Simultaneous
Pairs. Well done to them and also to Christina Backholer &
Peter Griffin who were runners-up in the Wednesday heat.
More successes for Sussex players: Gerry Stanford, Nigel
Urban, Neil Watts and Dave Franklin were the winners of the

www.ebu.co.uk

The Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate

Blue
points

Mixed and Open Pairs on Friday
Swiss Pairs on Friday & Saturday
Swiss Teams on Sunday

Green
points

Entries / enquiries to Comps Dept
( 01296 317203 or 1296 317219
email comps@ebu.co.uk
or book online at www.ebu.co.uk/members

( 0800 0346 246

EBU Accommodation Booking Service
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In Memoriam
JEAN WIGHTMAN (Leicestershire): It is with great
sadness that the LCBA has to announce the death of
Jean Wightman who became the LCBA’s first ever
lady grandmaster in 2001.
Jean was one of the founders of Oadby BC in the
late 1960s where she encouraged the development
of students at the local school.
In 1975 she joined the LCBA committee as
Bulletin Secretary and remained on the committee
for the next ten years.
A regular player at national congresses she also
won several LCBA trophies including the Olga Cup,
Gimson Trophy, Joyce Cup and Otto & Edith
Trophy. She played regularly for the 1st team in the
Midlands County League.
A full obituary can be found on the LCBA website.
BERYL ABSALOM (Surrey): Beryl, who has died aged
85, was a highly talented player with great table
presence. She won many county and national events
and was a delight to partner.
She also won every prize – some more than once –
at Selsdon Bridge Club. She will be sadly missed
both there and at Coulsdon where she played every
Monday.
TOM GUNN (London): We are sad to report the
death of Tom Gunn after a long battle with cancer.
Tom was a host at the Young Chelsea Bridge Club
for many years and was always a popular and sought
after partner, both for his excellent bridge skills and
his cheerful demeanour. He will also be
remembered fondly for his care and kindness to
Warwick Pitch, the club’s founder, in his failing
years.
AILEEN BRYANT (North-East): Sadly we report the
sudden and unexpected death of Aileen Bryant on
18th November 2018 at the age of 77 years. Aileen
played at a number of clubs, but more recently she
had served as a proactive member of the Morpeth
Bridge Club where she had been Treasurer for the
last seven years. In earlier years Aileen achieved
much success dedicating a lot of her time to
teaching bridge. Aileen was a delightful lady who is
greatly missed by all her bridge friends.
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LESLIE ROWE (Norfolk): Les Rowe who died on 3rd
November joined the Norfolk & Norwich Bridge
Club in 1978 and had given valuable service in his
time as a member. Les was Treasurer from 1989 to
1997 and President in 2002-3. This impressive
contribution was recognised with his being elected
an Honorary Member in the following year.
As a partner or opponent Les was ever courteous
evincing the same competence and forbearance as
was evident when carrying out his duties as
Treasurer. In his time as an active player, Les joined
in formidable partnerships, particularly with Philip
Cozens and Ron Binks winning trophies and
representing the Club in both the Allwood Wharton
and the Committee Cup. On the very rare occasions
that Les had taken an overly optimistic view of a
hand which he was about to table as dummy he
would say, ‘partner you may be a trifle disappointed
with this.’ This remark was typical of his dry but
ever kindly wit.
Les was never a man to push himself forward but
was always ready to lend a hand and, when asked,
always gave sound advice. Someone as dependable
and generous as Les will be greatly missed.
JOHN MASSEY (Norfolk): Sadly we report the death
of John Massey, who died on Sunday 18 October
after a long, stubborn fight against cancer. He was a
long-standing and active member of the Norfolk
and Norwich Bridge Club. As a player, John was
very competent, easy to play with, and at all times
courteous to both partner and opponents. He had
a lovely gentle wit and could usually make even the
most dour of opponents smile.
On two occasions, John represented the Club in
the team which won the Allwood-Wharton Trophy
– the County Inter-Club Teams Championship. He
also played regularly in the County BC teams over a
number of years.
As well as being an active player, John served on
the Committee for several years, including terms as
Chairman and Treasurer.
As Chairman, he
provided sensible and efficient leadership at a tricky
time for the Club. It was during his chairmanship
that exchange visits were arranged with a Bridge
Club in Koblenz, one of Norwich’s twin cities. John
and his wife May led the intrepid travellers. Teams
www.ebu.co.uk

were played, much fun was had but, alas, success in
the matches was missing!
At county level, John was elected President and,
during his year of office, managed to visit all EBUaffiliated clubs in Norfolk, playing with whoever
each club provided as a partner for his visit.
John was a good friend to many, ever ready to
provide help and support when needed. He was a
true gentleman and will be much missed.
MALCOLM CONNOLLY (Norfolk): Malcolm peacefully
passed away in the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital
on 24th November. He was 83 years old and left a
son and two daughters.
For several months he had suffered with poor
health, which made life very difficult for him and
prevented him from playing his beloved bridge, but
he always coped with his characteristic cheerfulness.
Malcolm has been a stalwart of local bridge for
almost half a century and was a member of Norfolk
and Norwich, Noverre and Wymondham, serving
on various committees for lengthy periods. He
learned to play bridge while in the RAF during
National Service and returning to civvy street ran
garages for a time before going into local
government. He retired as Secretary to the Lord
Mayor.
Like many of us, Malcolm was a bridge addict
and would gladly play every day of the week if he
could. He never tired of it and during his long
playing career won many trophies at Club and
County competitions.
He firmly believed in straightforward natural
bidding with a bold style and partnering Malcolm
was never boring. The glass was always half full for
Malcolm, which together with him being very much
a ‘people’s person’, made him a popular member
and partner. He will be sadly missed.

GERALD EVERITT (Herts): Gerald passed away
peacefully on 18 December at the Lister Hospital,
Stevenage. Gerald was a diligent member of the
Hertfordshire Bridge Executive and also County
Tournament Director for many years. He was much
loved for his humour and will be greatly missed by
the bridge community. Our thoughts are with
Marjorie and all his family at this time.
JO WHITTY (Dorset): Jo Whitty died aged 81 on 20th
November after a four year battle with cancer.
Always a card player from a very young age, she
began to play duplicate in Bucks and Berks in the
1980s and particularly in Maidenhead where she
helped to found the successful 5 Aces Non Smoking
Club.
Jo moved to Dorset and became a dedicated
member of Dorchester and Weymouth Clubs,
playing regularly for 15 years in congresses across
the country, abroad and in County events.
Jo was a member of the team that won the
National Women Teams event in 2011.

JUSTIN WICKENS (London): Justin died peacefully on
24 December at a care home in North London
where he was for his last couple of weeks.
He was a stalwart of the British Telecom Bridge
Club – now Buttons – for 30 years and the director
for most of that time, bar a couple of stints while
working abroad. He leaves a big gap.
He has also directed regularly at Wimbeldon
Bridge Club on Saturdays.
Our thoughts are with his two brothers and sister.
It's never a good time to lose a loved one, but to do
so at Christmas is particularly difficult.
www.ebu.co.uk
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