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From the Chairman

Technology reaches new peaks
by Jeremy Dhondy

I

f I had written this editorial in 1974 I might
have been introducing bidding boxes. They got
quite a bad press in those early days but today
you would be pushed to find a tournament or club
duplicate that doesn’t use them. Even in Australia,
where they have been wedded to a bit of paper in
the middle of the table, many clubs have switched.
A lot of clubs also use the computer to score and
some of those have Bridgemates or other equivalent
devices on the table to assist. This allows
players to see their ranking, the
hands and how they did by the
time they are home.
In an EBU tournament you
get the results emailed to
you after the session, so if
you have gone to bed rather
than for a drink you can still
see if you have qualified. While
some items of technology are
not important to a club, it is going
to play a greater part at all levels. Watching
or playing online is either free, or very cheap and
the EBU online KO has proved a welcome addition
to the calendar for quite a few teams in the last
couple of years.
At the recent EBU Autumn Congress two things
made their debut and may well become more
common. The first was a simple (free) app made by
Bridgemate. You can download it to any iPhone or
Android. You can see your results for the session,
your current ranking, hands (provided you have
played them) – in short, a wealth of information. In
Swiss events it tells you which table to go to next. All
it requires is Bridemates and a set-up.
The second innovation has the potential to be
more far-reaching. The finalists in the Two Star
Pairs found a machine in the centre of the table and
a tablet which performed the functions (& more) of
a standard electronic scoring device. What does the
machine do? The Bridge+More (pictured) sits in the
middle of the table, connected to the internet, and
invisibly deals the next hands while you play. When
www.ebu.co.uk
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you are ready for the next deal – the cards emerge,
and four new hands are ready for play. Insert the
cards you have just played without messing up the
order and the dealer records the exact way the hands
were played. It will be a while before these reach
clubs because at present they are expensive. The
EBU is going to trial them a bit more and gradually
I think they will become more common and
affordable. They do away with the need for dealing
in advance; you need far fewer cards and no
wallets or boards. The tablets and
machines survived the 57 boards of
the final with almost no difficulty.
The scoring was instant although
perhaps the display could be
improved.
One
possible
luddite said, ‘If you had told me
in advance these were going to be
used I wouldn’t have entered but I
thought they worked well’. No more
picking up boards chucked along the
floor from the next table!

THANK YOU BILL PENCHARZ
One of our vice presidents, Bill Pencharz, has
resigned. He is a former Chairman of the Union,
was our Honorary Solicitor for many years and I
would like to thank him here for the assistance he
has given the Union and me personally since I have
become Chairman.

GOOD NEWS FOR BRIDGE
I hear players talking gloom and doom
sometimes, perhaps lamenting the decline in young
players or lower numbers in tournaments. To
counter this there is the positive announcement that
bridge has been added to the programme at the
2018 Asian Games to be held in Vietnam. I hope it
goes well and others catch on. The World Bridge
Federation has also recently held its first online
World Bridge Cup in which Bill Gates was a
participant and the Chinese have held a camp for
aspiring young players, attended by 800
youngsters.
r
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Christmas Quiz 2016

Quiz Questions

T

his year’s Christmas Quiz will have two
winners, the highest scorer in each of these
categories: NGS grades 2-8, and 9 and above.
Ties will be resolved by a draw. Our Quizmaster is
bridge celebrity Bernard Magee. The prizes on offer
are either £100 towards entry fees to an EBU event
or a luxury bridge table. Your choice!

Entries must reach the Editor (Raggett House,
Bowdens, Langport, Somerset, TA10 0DD or e-mail
lou@ebu.co.uk) not later than 5th January 2017, and
clearly marked with NGS rank.

THE EXTRA CARD
You are West in the first three questions and the
bidding is as shown. However, you have an extra
card, so you have to identify the superfluous card.
Five marks for each correctly identified card.

Q1- WEST

´
™
t
®

AKQ62
AK
AQ4
J653

Q2

´
™
t
®

- WEST
AQ76
K Q 10 4
AK2
QJ5

Q3

´
™
t
®

6

- WEST
AK53
AK5
7
AKQ932

W
1´
3®
4™

W
2NT
6NT

N
Pass
Pass
Pass

N
Pass
All Pass

E
1NT
3´
4´ All

E
4NT

W

N

E

Dble
Dble
3´

2t
Pass
All Pass

Pass
2´
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S
Pass
Pass
Pass

S
Pass

S
1t
Pass
Pass

by Bernard Magee
LEAD OUT OF TURN
You are declarer. Your right hand opponent makes
a lead out of turn, the director gives you five
options:
1 Accept the lead out of turn and play the hand
yourself
2 Accept the lead out of turn and let your partner
play the hand
3 Refuse the lead and require that the partner leads
the penalty card suit – the opening lead is picked
up and the defender can now play any card on his
partner’s lead.
4 Refuse the lead and prohibit the partner from
leading the penalty card suit – the opening lead is
picked up and the defender can now play any card
on his partner’s lead. The partner is prohibited
from leading the penalty card suit for as long as
he retains the lead.
5 Refuse the lead and allow the partner to lead
anything he wants to – the lead out of turn
remains face up on the table as a Major Penalty
Card and must be played at the first legal
opportunity.
Which option do you take, sitting SOUTH holding
these cards after the auction given and when your
RHO makes the lead out of turn given. Five marks
for each correct answer.

Q4 - SOUTH

´
™
t
®

AQ3
AQJ863
A9
92

W

N

E

Pass
1´
Pass
Pass
4™
All Pass
East leads the ´9 out of turn

S
1™
3™

Q5 - SOUTH

´
™
t
®

Q J 10 8 7 6
432
76
A2

W

N
1NT

E
Dble

S
2´

All Pass
East leads the tA out of turn

www.ebu.co.uk

CHOOSE YOUR LEAD

BRIDGE DINGBATS
The four phrases below represent something to do
with bridge. Four marks are available for each
phrase correctly decoded.

Q6
Q7
Q8
Q9

Shy God with bow
In wheelie bins
Chess go
Chess go swish

CARD GAMES AND CARD TRIVIA
Name the card that results from these sums. Four
marks each.

Q10 BEZIQUE – PUSHKIN =
Q11 2nd highest Straight Flush in hearts – two
highest trumps in BELOTE – Royal
Marriage =
Q12 Highest ranking 3-card club run in BRAG Hunting Season =
Q13 Doubleton Diamond Dog – Pope =

You are sitting WEST, playing match pointed
pairs. What is your lead after each auction? Five
marks per question.

Q14
WEST
´ 87
™ KJ42
tA965
®972

W

N

E

Pass
All Pass

3´

Pass

Q15
W

N

E

Pass
Pass
All Pass

2®
3t

Pass
Pass

S
1NT
2´
3NT

N

E

S
3NT

W

N

E

Pass
Pass
Pass

2´
4NT
6t

Pass
Pass
All Pass

S
1t
3t
5™1

Q16
W
All Pass

Q17

1

www.ebu.co.uk

S
1´
4´

two key-cards
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Bridge Tips
Give Kokish a work-out, Part 1
by David Gold

F

irstly, what is ‘Kokish’? It is a convention
named after the great Canadian player and
legendary coach Eric Kokish. It is used to
distinguish between 23-24 balanced and 25+
balanced hands after opening 2® without having to
bid 2®-2t, 3NT which is very space consuming.
Here is how it works:
2®-2t,
2™= natural (5+hearts unbalanced) OR 23-24
balanced, after which responder normally
bids 2´ as a waiting bid asking opener to
clarify their hand type.
2NT= 25+ balanced, game-forcing
After 2®-2t, 2™-2´:
2NT= 23-24 balanced
3®= natural 5+™/4+®
3t= natural 5+™/4+t
3™= natural 6+™ no second suit
3´= natural 4+´/5+™
3NT= Various possibilities. A suggestion is 27-28
balanced which makes the original 2NT bid
25-26 or 29+.
Let’s look at a common situation:
´
™
t
®

AK32
A4
KQJ4
AKQ

W

E

´
™
t
®

Q 10 9 8
32
9832
10 7 6

Standard systems might bid these hands
2®-2t, 3NT-Pass
On a heart lead the contract has virtually no play,
yet 4´ is cold.
Using Kokish the bidding would go:
2®-2t, 2NT-3®, 3´-4´
(by all means use your favourite version of
puppet Stayman here instead)
Another advantage to Kokish is describing a very
weak hand and a long suit facing 23-24 balanced:
8
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2®-2t, 2™2´= relay, used on 99% of hands
2NT= asks opener to bid 3®, shows at most a
queen topping a 6-card suit
(like
Lebensohl). Opener may bid 3t if wanting
to play game facing the club hand but not
the diamond hand. For example:
´
™
t
®

A982
AK3
AJ
AK72

Bid 3t since six low clubs will make 3NT
virtually cold. With diamonds responder will pass
and with a 6-card major responder will bid it and
you will raise to game.
If the opener holds the heart hand after 2®-2t, 2™2NT he still bids 3® if happy to play there
opposite the weak hand with clubs. If not,
then:
3™= shows six hearts and responder may pass,
but will raise with three hearts. One can play
3™ as forcing, but remember responder has
denied having more than a queen.
3´= artificial (5+hearts and unbalanced),
Responder bids 4™ with 3-6 of them or
names their suit, bidding 3NT to show
spades.
3NT= balanced, wants to play game facing any
hand. For example:
´Ax ™AQx tAKxx ®AKxx
4®/t= natural at least 5m/5™
4™= to play
To continue, after
2®-2t, 2™3®/t/™/´= a 6-card suit headed by the A or K, and
nothing else. Opener selects the contract
and may pass occasionally. A couple of
examples:
www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

AKJ2
J73
AKQJ
A2

W

E

´
™
t
®

76
92
972
Q87543

2®-2t, 2™-2NT, 3®-Pass.
3® is a good contract, favourite to succeed. 2NT
(or 3NT) is very poor.
´
™
t
®

AKQ3
A2
AK2
K 10 3 2

W

E

´
™
t
®

54
987
94
A97654

2®-2t, 2™-3®, 6NT
A very greedy 6NT!! But six club tricks can be
counted, to go with two diamonds, one heart and
three spades.
What about other bids after 2®-2t, ? Well all
other bids are natural and promise a 5+-card suit.
And responder does not have to bid 2t after a 2®
opening, but usually does unless holding a natural
positive.
Essentially Kokish is well ahead on the balanced
hands. It can fall slightly behind on the hands where
the bidding starts 2®-2t, 2™-? and opener actually
holds hearts, since it takes one further round of
uninformative bidding (2´) before opener starts
describing their hand. However in my experience
after 2®-2t, 2™ eight to nine times out of ten,
opener has the balanced type.
Kokish can also be fitted into a Benjy-Acol
structure. Here is an idea:
Opening 2NT=20-22 balanced, no 5-card suit
Opening 2® then bidding 2NT=23-24 balanced
Opening 2® then bidding 2™ followed by
2NT=20-22 balanced with a 5-card suit
somewhere
Opening 2t then bidding 2NT=25+ balanced
This is only an idea, try using the principle of the
2-way 2™ bid to best suit your system and style.
Next time I’ll give a suggestion on how to put 2®r
2t-3NT to good use and some other ideas.
www.ebu.co.uk
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If you could add one thing . .
Game tries when competing
click

by Neil Rosen

link

F

irstly I will start with an apology to all my
readers (both of you!) for the mistake that
occurred in the August article, where the ace
of clubs mysteriously managed to get played twice
from the East hand. Fortunately the thrust of the
hand involved counting out East’s points, so I hope
the main learning point was not affected.
On to this month’s subject:

GAME TRY DOUBLES AND ASSOCIATED
GAME TRIES.
I have always found it immensely frustrating
when the auction goes something like:
West
1™
?

North
2®

East
2™

South
3®

You never seem to be able to win here.

l If you are close to competing to 3™ but don’t, its
wrong!
l If you do stretch to bid 3™, partner invariably
bids 4™ – and it’s wrong!
l If you bid 3™ with a little to spare – hoping
partner will go on to 4™ if they are maximum,
but they are reading from a different hymn sheet
and pass – it’s wrong!

´
™
t
®

Here you can bid 3t. This acts as a game try (3½
hearts!). The key to understanding this is that unlike
game-try (trial–bid) type auctions which occur in
uncontested auctions these game tries cannot
necessarily make any guarantees as to the holding in
the bid suit.
Sometimes there are two possible game try suits
available 1´-(2®)-2´-(3®). Here you could bid 3t
or 3™ as a game try and double would be penalty
orientated. Now you can promise a slightly more
natural game try – bid the suit where you hold more
length/values.

BIDDING THREE OF THE AGREED MAJOR
If instead of bidding a new suit (a game-try
remember if below the level of the agreed major)
you simply bid three of the agreed major – then this
should be purely competitive – there is no, repeat no,
suggestion that partner should undo your good
work by then raising to four with a maximum:

HOW VERY FRUSTRATING . . .
What we actually need is a system where we can
bid 3™ (or 3´ if spades is our suit of course) in a
purely competitive sense, with no suggestion that
partner bid on if maximum. If this is the case we
obviously also need to be able to bid 3½ hearts –
looking for partner to go on to 4™ when max. How
nice would that be?

GAME TRIES – NEW SUITS
The answer is that you can bid a NEW SUIT
BELOW the 3-level in your agreed major suit as a
game try.
West
1™
3t

North
2®

East
2™

10 English Bridge December 2016

South
3®

A54
K Q 10 7 3
K97
A5

´
™
t
®

West
1™
3™

A4
KQ8732
K97
95

North
2®

East
2™

South
3®

Here we might well now bid 3™, safe in the
knowledge that:

l We have bid to the ‘level of the fit’ if partner has
supported with three cards – as they often do
after an overcall or if you play a five-card major
system
l Confident that partner will not misconstrue and
www.ebu.co.uk

raise to 4™ with a max, generating a very likely
minus score.
This extra clarity is immensely useful for judging
competitive auctions.

GAME TRIES – DOUBLES

Double = Penalty orientated
3™ = Game try for spades (alertable, not natural)
3´ = Purely competitive
West
1´
?

North
2™

East
2´

South
3™

If there is no room to make a bid of a new suit
below the level of the agreed major then I
recommend that you play:

Double = Game try, not penalty
3´ = Purely competitive

l You use double as a Game Try Double, not as a
penalty double.

Check out Neil’s quiz online, page 65

l Bidding three of the agreed major again as purely
competitive – not invitational to game.

West
1™
?

North
2t

East
2™

r

Have you got it?

South
3t

Here there is no room to bid a new suit below 3™
as a game-try, so we give up on the penalty double
and play:
Double = Game try double (essentially 3½ hearts)
3™ = Purely competitive
Thus with our two earlier examples after the
auction given above:
´
™
t
®

A54
K Q 10 7 3
K97
A5

´
™
t
®

A4
KQ8732
K97
95

This hand would make a
game try double, whereas

this hand could compete with
3™, safe in the knowledge that
partner would now recognise
it as purely competitive, and
not go on to game when max.

SOME AUCTIONS DEFINED
West
1´
?

North
2®

East
2´

South
3®

Double = Penalty orientated
3t = Natural(ish) game try for spades
3™ = Natural(ish) game try for spades
3´ = Purely competitive
West
1´
?

www.ebu.co.uk

North
2t

East
2´

South
3t
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Heather’s Hints

Discovery Plays
click

by Heather Dhondy

link

dummy. West discards a heart, and East switches to
the queen of spades, which you win and West
follows with the eight. You duck another diamond
and East continue with the jack of spades. What do
you do now? This is where you have got to:

Game All. Dealer North
´ 743
™ A
t AKJ942
® Q52
N
W

Game All. Dealer North
´ 74
™ –
t AKJ9
® Q52

E
S

´
™
t
®

AK5
Q 10 9 5
876
A 10 3

N
W

E
S

West

North

2®

2t

East

South

1NT

Pass

Pass

3NT

´
™
t
®

K5
Q 10 9
8
A 10 3

All Pass

P

laying teams, East opens 1NT (12-14) and
South passes. West bids 2®, Stayman, and
North bids 2t which is passed by East. What
action would you take with the South cards?
It is hard to believe that you have such a good
hand given all the bidding that is going on, however
you must believe partner to have a fair hand with a
good suit to come in in this exposed position. The
West hand could be very weak with both majors and
be hoping to scramble to a better contract.
Vulnerable at teams you don’t want to be missing
any games so it is a fair gamble to try 3NT, expecting
to be able to use partner’s suit as a source of tricks.
West leads the ™7. How do you plan the play?
Partner’s hand is far from disappointing, and if
you have five diamond tricks you can come to nine
tricks, provided that you retain an entry to dummy.
Your only problem will come if East holds all four
outstanding diamonds. In order to cater for this you
will need to begin with a low diamond from

12 English Bridge December 2016

You should win this trick because, after cashing
the diamonds, you will want to exit with your
remaining spade and hope to collect two club tricks
in the end game. What do you know about East’s
points? There are only thirteen missing, so West has
at most one jack. Therefore you know that West’s
lead must have been second highest from small
cards. If East holds the king and jack of clubs, he
will quickly dispose of his remaining spade on the
diamonds in order to allow his partner to gain the
lead when you exit with your spade. In this way he
can get a club through from his partner and prevent
himself from being end-played.
If, however, West holds the ®J, both defenders
will need to hang on to two clubs and therefore they
will only have two winners to cash before opening
up the clubs for you.
This was the full deal:
www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
10 8 6 2
87642
–
J976

743
A
AKJ942
Q52
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ AK5
™ Q 10 9 5
t 876
® A 10 3

QJ9
KJ3
Q 10 5 3
K84

West could alternatively bare the jack of clubs and
retain two spades and a heart. Now you would need
to lead the queen of clubs from dummy, pinning the
jack, rather than exit with your spade. Remember,
however, that the defenders can’t see through the
backs of the cards, and if there is a legitimate way to
beat the contract, they will be looking to find it, and
will therefore be communicating with each other by
signalling. In this situation that signal is likely to be
distributional, and you should believe their carding
to determine what four cards West has kept.

Heather’s Hints

•

When you finish up in game after one
opponent has opened the bidding, you are
going to be able to place virtually all the
outstanding high cards in the opener’s
hand. This may well leave him guarding
too many suits and become vulnerable to
an endplay or squeeze.

•

Remember that the defenders are human!
They can’t see through the backs of the
cards any more than you can, and must
draw inferences from the clues they
receive. The best information they get will
come from their partner, but you can also
use this to your advantage. This doesn’t
mean that they should stop signalling since
it is often crucial to finding the correct
defence.

www.ebu.co.uk

r

December 2016 English Bridge

13

Bridge Fiction

The Matron’s Inspiration
by David Bird

T

he end-of-term match between the Masters
and the Boys was nearing its conclusion.
Much to the boys’ disappointment, the
Matron had played above herself and the Masters
team led by 24 IMPs at half-time.
‘We need a few good ones against Gertie and the
Matron,’ said John Hutson as they walked across the
room for the penultimate four-board round.
‘Hullo, boys,’ said the Matron, as they took their
seats. ‘Have you enjoyed the match?’
‘I suppose so,’ Neil Phillips replied. ‘It would have
been better if we were winning.’
‘That’s not the right attitude,’ admonished the
Matron. ‘When you get older, you’ll realise that in all
sports and games it doesn’t really matter who wins.’
The two fourth-formers nodded politely. What an
amazing attitude! Trying your best to win was the
very essence of competitive sport.
This was the deal before them:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ K Q 10 5
™ A54
t J4
® 10 8 5 3
73
´ A6
N
Q 10 8 7 2
™ KJ96
W
E
10 9 7 3 2
t Q86
S
2
® QJ97
´ J9842
™ 3
t AK5
® AK64

West

North

East

South

Neil

Stefan

John

The

Philips

Götel

Hutson

Matron
1´

Pass

3´

Pass

All Pass
14 English Bridge December 2016

4´
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The boys were happy to see the Matron playing
the contract. Other things being equal, there might
be a useful swing coming their way. Phillips led the
®2 and the Matron won East’s ®7 with the king.
Since the contract was a vulnerable game, she
paused to make a plan. The opening lead looked
very much like a singleton. Surely it must be right to
draw trumps before West could get a ruff.
When a trump was played to the king, Hutson
won with the ace and returned the ®Q. The Matron
did not like the look of this. If she tried to win with
the ace, West would ruff. Since there would still be
two club tricks to lose, she would go one down.
Stefan Götel surveyed the scene with his usual
equanimity. By all appearances the Matron was
taking this match quite seriously. She was actually
thinking what to do next, rather than reaching
immediately for some card or other.
The Matron concluded that she was certain to go
down if she played the ®A on this trick. The only
hope was to play low and hope that Hutson
switched to a different suit.
When the Matron’s ®4 appeared on the table,
John Hutson blinked in surprise. Was this the
Matron long regarded as a source of tops and IMPs
in the plus column – the one that all the boys had
grown to love during their time at Cholmeley
School? He continued with the ®9 and the Matron
played the ®6 with a resigned air. Neil Phillips
claimed his ruff and switched to the t10. The
Matron won and drew the last trump. With a look
of surprise she noted that only three cards were
pointing in the defenders’ direction. Somehow she
had made the contract.
‘What a delightful play in clubs, partner!’ declared
Stefan Götel. ‘It could be a good swing our way.’
In the final round, Hutson and Phillips faced the
Masters’ top pair. This was the last board of the
match:
www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

Game. Dealer East.
´ Q954
™ 8643
t A4
® AK9
J 10 7
´ K8
N
Q
™ K J 10 9 2
W
E
96532
t Q J 10 8
S
7642
® 83
´ A632
™ A75
t K7
® Q J 10 5

West

North

East

South

Neil

Percy

John

Bertie

Phillips

Cutforth

Hutson

Bellis

1™

Dble
2´

Pass

2™

Pass

Pass

4´

All Pass

Percy Cutforth’s 2™ showed a strong hand
opposite his partner’s double and Neil Phillips led
the ™Q against the eventual contract of 4´. John
Hutson overtook with the king and the senior
maths master won with the ace. What now?
Two tricks would have to be lost in hearts, so
declarer needed to lose only one trump trick. The
opening bid placed the ´K with East, so leading
towards the ´Q was no good. What would happen
if he played the ´A and then ducked a spade, hoping
to find East with a doubleton king? On the present
deal that wouldn’t work either. East would score two
heart tricks and lead a fourth round for partner to
ruff. Was there any other possibility?
A glint came to the maths master’s eye – just as it
did when he spotted an elegant solution to some
problem in a maths scholarship paper. How about
leading the ´9 from dummy? If East had begun
with ´K-8 or ´K-7, he would have no answer. If he
played his spotcard, the safe West hand would win
the trick and East’s ´K would fall on the next round.
If instead East were to play the ´K, the defenders
would score only one trump trick.
Bertie Bellis crossed to dummy with the tA.
‘Nine of spades, please, Percy,’ he said.
The ´8 appeared from East and West won with
the ´10. Bellis won the diamond continuation,
www.ebu.co.uk

drew the outstanding trumps and claimed the
contract for the loss of one trump and two heart
tricks.
‘Wow, what a play!’ exclaimed John Hutson.
‘Would you have found it if I hadn’t opened the
bidding. I only had 10 points.’
The two masters exchanged a smile. ‘Do you
know what?’ said Bertie Bellis. ‘I’m not sure that I
would have done.’
‘I wouldn’t normally open on my hand,’ Hutson
continued ruefully. ‘I thought if I gave you a clear
run in the bidding, we’d get a bad board anyway.’
For the second year in a row the Masters had won
the match, this time by a full 39 IMPs.
‘Several excellent boards on your card, Stefan,’
observed the Headmaster, as the players enjoyed a
post-match cup of tea and a slice of chocolate cake.
‘You did well.’
‘I did make a couple of small slips,’ Götel replied.
‘It was the Matron, here, who pulled us through.’
The Matron smiled at her younger partner. ‘Kind
of you to say so,’ she replied. ‘Playing in such an
important match, well, it seems to bring out my
competitive spirit!’
r

PREMIER GRAND MASTER
Congratulations to
DR MALCOLM COPLEY OF YORKSHIRE
on becoming a Premier Grand
Master, the English Bridge
Union’s highest rank, requiring
a minimum 1,500 Green Points
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Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

DECEMBER 2016
WEST HANDS

DECEMBER 2016
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. Game All
Dealer West
(Hu)
2. N/S Game
Dealer South
(Sulgrove)
* North overcalls 2™

´
™
t
®

A 10 8 4
Q973
KJ96
8

1. Game All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

AQ643
–
Q86
AKJ83

2. N/S Game
Dealer South

´ A 10 2
™ 10 3
t AJ642
(Oursel)
® K84
* South opens 1®, North bids 3® (pre-emptive)
3. E/W Game
Dealer South

´ A7
™ 4
t AKJ63
(Zimmerman)
® K Q J 10 9
* North bids 2™ (weak), South bids 3™
4. Love All
Dealer West

5. Game All
Dealer West
(Helgemo)

´
™
t
®

A 10 7 5 4
K864
74
A4

´ K Q J 10 9 4
™ 10 5 4
t 65
(Martens)
® 64
Did you beat the experts? – Pages 42-44
6. Game All
Dealer West

(Ran)

(Cappelletti)
* North overcalls 2™

´
™
t
®

K
A86
A Q 10 7 5 4 3
Q4

´
™
t
®

KJ98
87
AK32
Q74

´ K7
™ AKQJ72
t 10 5 3
(Soulet)
® Q5
* South opens 1®, North bids 3® (pre-emptive)
3. E/W Game
Dealer South

´ 62
™ 7632
t 10 9 4 2
(Martens)
® A86
* North bids 2™ (weak), South bids 3™
4. Love All
Dealer West

5. Game All
Dealer West
(Helness)

´
™
t
®

3
3
A K 10 6 2
K Q 10 9 7 5

´ A75
™ –
t K 10 9 3
(Multon)
® A Q 10 7 3 2
Did you beat the experts? – Pages 42-44
6. Game All
Dealer West

Double, Bid or Pass?
The low level double

Y

ou are West after South opens 1™ with
neither side vulnerable.
South
1™

West
?

North

East

Here are three possible hands for you to hold and
my question is:

DOUBLE, BID OR PASS?
´
™
t
®

Hand A
J2
Q82
AK632
Q92

´
™
t
®

Hand B
AQ8
3
AQ9632
K 10 5

´
™
t
®

Hand C
AQ8
A942
AKJ62
Q

Hand A is clearly unsuited to a take-out double
(with just two spades), so the only decision is
whether to pass or overcall 2t. And in truth it’s no
decision: you wouldn’t get a single top player
bidding 2t with that defensive junk.
Think Tricks not Points. Your hand could take just
two or three tricks facing the wrong dummy.
Let’s have a look at a typical layout where you
hold West’s Hand A.

´
™
t
®

Dealer South.
´ 10 6 5 4
™ 74
t Q 10 8 7 5
®A3
J2
Q82
AK632
Q92

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AK8
AK953
J
K865
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´
™
t
®

Q973
J 10 6
94
J 10 7 4

click

by Andrew Robson

link

You’ll have to play 2t doubled – and you will be
doubled: North will pass over 2t, South will reopen
with a take-out double, and North will (happily)
convert it to penalties by passing. North-South will
win their ace-kings plus three trump tricks: down
four. Against a mere part-score. Enough said.
On Hand B, the choice lies between doubling and
bidding 2t. Before you decide, let’s compare the
likely auctions for the two actions, assuming North
is about to bid 2™ (the single likeliest development,
you’d have to think).
1. (1™)-Dbl-(2™)-P, (P)-3t
2. (1™)-2t-(2™)-P, (P)-Dbl
The second auction is clearly better. You have
imparted the main feature of your hand (the
diamonds), and your second-round double shows
the support for both black suits in a hand with extra
values. You have painted a virtual blueprint of your
hand at the two-level. If partner has flat rubbish, he
can go to 3t, but if he has five cards in a black suit,
he can bid that suit and you’ve found your fit.
Elegant.
Far more elegant than the first auction, where
you’re already at the three-level, giving partner no
appetising option much of the time.
Let’s have a look at a typical layout where you
hold West’s Hand B.

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
AQ8
3
AQ9632
K 10 5

KJ94
J965
10 8 5 4
Q
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

10 7
Q742
7
J87432

6532
A K 10 8
KJ
A96

www.ebu.co.uk

After (1™)-2t-(2™)-P, (P)-Dbl, East can bid 3®,
a very pretty contract that cannot be defeated. After
the inferior (1™)-Dbl-(2™)-P, (P)-3t, there’s not
going to be a happy ending for East-West.
Although the overcall-then-double (for take-out)
is generally preferable to the double-then-overcall,
sometimes your hand is simply too strong for a
mere overcall. Eighteen/nineteen points is the
approximate cut-off. Hand C is simply too strong to
overcall 2t – there is too great a risk of missing
game.
Let’s have a look at a typical layout where you
hold West’s Hand C.

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
aQ8
a962
aKJ62
Q

742
7
Q 10 8 7
97654
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

653
QJ3
53
K J 10 3 2

K J 10 9
K 10 8 5 4
94
a8

If you double, the bidding will go as follows:
(1™)-Dbl-(P)-2®, (P)-2t-(P)-3NT. West’s doublethen-bid shows a hand too strong to bid the suit
first time – around 19 points (see footnote), so East
can jump to 3NT. This contract will make. South
leads the jack of spades and East, declarer, finesses
dummy’s queen, then leads the queen of clubs and
overtakes it with the king (play low and South can
duck). South wins the ace and continues with the
king of spades. Declarer wins dummy’s ace and
leads a low heart to his queen. South wins the king,
cashes the ten-nine of spades (dummy throwing a
diamond and declarer a club) and exits safely with a
diamond. However declarer can win dummy’s ace,
cross to the jack of hearts, cash the jack-ten of clubs
discarding diamonds, then lead a heart to the nine.
Dummy’s ace of hearts and king of diamonds bring
the trick tally to nine. Game made.
Answers:
Hand A should Pass.
Hand B should bid 2t, planning to double for
take-out at his second turn.
Hand C should Double.
Footnote:
A few pairs in England, and most French pairs, play
Equal Level Conversion (ELC) where (1™)-Dbl-(P)-2®(P)-2t shows little extra perhaps a 4-2-5-2 14-count.
Playing ELC, West is probably best bidding 2NT over 2®,
showing a ‘balanced’ 19-21.

If you bid merely 2t over South’s 1™ opener, the
bidding will end right there. You’ll make it easily
enough, but you’ve missed the opportunity to win
game.

Andrew’s Tip
Unless very strong, overcalling your suit then
doubling is normally a better route than
r
doubling then overcalling.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR 2015-2016
Congratulations to alexander allfrey and andrew robson, who have jointly won the 2015-16
Player of the Year Competition.
Players must gain points by finishing in the top places in the most prestigious events on the EBu
calendar. alexander and andrew won the Harold Poster Cup swiss Pairs event at the Eastbourne
summer Meeting, were part of the winning team in the schapiro spring
Foursomes, and were in teams which were runners-up in the Crockfords
Cup and Premier league.
1st= alexander allfrey 41
1st= andrew robson 41
3rd Jason Hackett
35

6th=
6th=
6th=

David Bakhshi
tony Forrester
David Mossop

29
29
29

4th=David gold
4th=Justin Hackett

6th=
6th=

David Price
Colin simpson

29
29

30
30

over 140 players scored points this year. the full list can be seen at tinyurl.com/zfq2jbw

www.ebu.co.uk
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Match-pointed Pairs

Decisions, decisions

click

by Simon Cope

I

n this edition of my series about the difference
between MPs and IMPs (mostly duplicate pairs
and teams respectively), we are going to look a
little closer at how we might think about matters as
declarer in an MP game. IMPs bridge is in essence a
purer form of the game - I have to try to make my
contract at all costs. However at MPs, there are
many more factors to consider, and one of the most
important of these is the concept of a par contract.
This is an educated guess, about what contract
most of the room will be playing in – important
because you are being compared against the whole
room as opposed to just one counterpart on an
opposition team. Let's have a look at the following
example and consider what the par contract is and
how that should affect our MP play.
´
™
t
®

A52
K98
QJ842
K6

W

E

´
™
t
®

9843
AQ2
A 10 7 5
Q9

On the above hands, you have conducted the
(slightly) pessimistic auction of 1NT (12-14) from
West, 2® (Stayman) from East, 2t from West and
2NT invitational from East which concluded
matters. You had just had a bad board, and both
players were (probably) overly cautious meaning
you alighted below game despite having 25 points
between the two hands. North leads the ®2 playing
4th best leads. What do we know about the hand?
Playing West, you should be thinking two things.
First of all, you have stopped a level lower than most
of the room – you hold a 13 count which looks
better than average and partner holds 12 so both of
you might have bid game. Therefore the par
contract is probably 3NT for E-W. Second, the
opponents have certainly hit on the best lead for
their side – a four card club suit – on an auction
which strongly suggested a major suit lead after
West denied holding a major. You are behind the
game in two ways - first of all you are not in a game
20 English Bridge December 2016

link

which you expect most of the room to be in, and
second the opponents have found the best lead
which you can't be sure will be the case elsewhere.
Having established that you are likely to be in a
position which very few declarers will be in, and
indeed one you don't want to be in, you should
think about what might happen in the par contract
of 3NT. On a club lead, when declarer gets in, they
will play the tQ and when North plays a small
diamond they will shut their eyes and finesse. If this
holds, they will emerge with ten tricks – and leave us
scoring very few MPs, if any at all. Therefore, you
must hope that the tK is offside – meaning people
in 3NT are going down. If that is the case, you may
as well play a diamond to the ace – given that you
are hoping the tK is offside. You will try and drop
a singleton king! Don't forget – if you succeed make
sure you smile and remind your opponents to hold
their cards up! You score a top as the majority in
3NT will go down taking the finesse.
If the king does not emerge there are two
alternatives. First, it was with North. Everyone else
makes their 3NT which they bid and you get a
bottom whether you make the contract plus one (by
also taking the finesse), or go heavily down. Second,
it was with South and you go down one less than
everyone else in 3NT, and you score a top. This is a
typical board where you can’t chase 60%. You find
yourself facing a bottom, which you can turn into a
top with Lady Luck on your side.
´
™
t
®

K62
KJ8
AJ743
86

W

E

´
™
t
®

A 10 8
AQ3
K 10 8 6 2
Q9

The auction started with 1t from West (playing a
strong NT and 5-card major system) and North
overcalled 1´. East (you) bid 2´ (alerted, to show a
good raise or better in diamonds) and South passed.
West was minimum so rebid 3t, and when North
passed East closed proceedings with 3NT. While
www.ebu.co.uk

nobody did anything daft in the auction, the final
contract could be described as anything but pretty.
The good news was that South was an old faithful,
and led the ´Q against 3NT. Winning the king looks
clear, and you can cash five rounds of diamonds
first (Note if the suit splits 2-1 there is no problem –
but if anyone has a void it is surely more likely to be
North who has advertised 5+ spades), and three
rounds of hearts. Your tricks are up to nine, and it is
fair to say that you could be happy with the total of
ten tricks which is available if you cash the ´A.
However, North has overcalled and his partner held
the ´Q – we have a choice whether or not to cash
out for ten tricks, or to play a spade to the ten. If this
loses to a possible Q-J doubleton with South they
will surely cash three club tricks so we never make
our tenth trick. What should we do?
It looks like we are already on to a pretty decent
board – some pairs may play the contract from the
West seat after a 1NT (12-14) opener, with South
raising to game - and it is possible that North would
have led a club (quite likely in fact). If a club lead is
found elsewhere, 3NT will go down, so even nine
tricks will be good for us. Additionally, the odds of
the ´J being with the overcaller are surely far greater
than 50%: say 80% of the time we will make 11
tricks by finessing the ´10 and 20% of the time we
will only make nine tricks, we can see that the odds
firmly favour the finesse. A good maxim is that if
you feel you are in the par contract then as declarer
you should play a Maximum Trick Strategy when
playing pairs – always try and make as many tricks
as you can, including taking some risks if you think
that it is more likely to succeed than not – the
frequency of gain overrides the size of the gain at
r
this format.

Prize Vouchers
Redeem yours by 1 May
Prize vouchers – last issued at congresses in
2009 – will not be accepted after 1st May 2017.
Subsequent prizes have been credited directly to
your EBU account. Please search your drawers to
unearth any you may still have, and send them to:
Accounts, English Bridge Union,
Broadfields, Bicester Rd, Aylesbury, HP19 8AZ.
We hope you will include an entry for a
forthcoming congress, or an order from the EBU
Shop, as they can be used for payment for either
of these. But if not, they can be credited to your
account for future use or withdrawal.
www.ebu.co.uk

LORDS VS COMMONS

The winning team from the House of Lords. Back
row: Baroness Byford, Lord Kalms, Baroness Henig,
John Deech, Lord Oaksey, Baroness OppenheimBarnes, Lord Harrison. Front row: Lord Howard,
Baroness Blackstone, Baroness Billingham

The House of Lords defeated the House of
Commons by 48 IMPs in their annual bridge
match in early November. The Lords team led by
50 IMPs at the halfway point, and although the
Commons team reduced the deficit in the third
quarter, the Lords pulled away again in the final
set. The House of Lords now leads the series by
23-19.
The Tony Berry Trophy, for best played hand,
was won by Bob Blackman MP and Lord
Hamilton of the Commons team for their defence
which defeated a slam by two tricks. They are
pictured below receiving their trophy from judge
Tom Townsend.
The match was sponsored by Lord Kalms, and
organised by the two captains, Baroness Henig,
and Bob Blackman MP.
The hands were set by Paul Bowyer, and his fun
and educational commentary is available for you
to read at http://tinyurl.com/zpwc4ww.

Bob Blackman and Lord Hamilton receive the Tony Berry
Trophy for the best played hand from Tom Townsend
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Bridge with a Twist

Partners: For Worse . . .
by Simon Cochemé

W

hy is it that so many players still feel they
have to discuss the bidding or play after
every hand? The rudeness to opponents
has certainly decreased in recent years, but the need
for an exchange of views with partner, often
acrimonious, still seems almost irresistible.
It was much worse in the old days, of course. Rixi
Markus was notoriously difficult to play with and I
remember watching her in the first part of a mixed
pairs event at Juan les Pins in the mid '80s. She was
partnering a young German international and by
the end of the tenth board he was in tears. Another
time, Rixi was playing with Martin Hoffman and
they were arguing so fiercely that a kibitzer assumed
they must be married! Are married couples worse
than other partnerships? Are they bringing
extraneous baggage to the table (‘I would have
made 3NT if you had remembered to ring the
plumber’)? I have certainly seen players who were so
rude to each other they just had to be a married
couple – they certainly weren’t a Civil Partnership.
(Definition: a bridge game – the only time a
husband wants to do his wife’s bidding.)
I was at the table when Italy played England in the
final of the Olympiad in Beijing in 2008, and I was
surprised that Lorenzo Lauria and Alfredo Versace,
an established partnership, seemed to have
something to say after every board, lowering their
heads to communicate under the screen. They were
speaking Italian, so maybe they weren’t talking
about the bridge (‘Shall we go back to that Smooth
Duck restaurant again tonight, Lorenzo?’ and
‘Wasn’t it great, Napoli beating Juventus last
night?’), but I doubt it.
The rules say that all conversation at the bridge
table should be in English, unless the opponents
agree that you can use another language, so Lauria
and Versace shouldn’t have been talking in Italian. I
am reminded of the story of a heavily-accented
Scottish player who was asked by his opponents to
use English, and was aggrieved to have to tell them
that he was speaking English!
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Silence can be golden. Another Italian pair, Pietro
Forquet and Guglielmo Siniscalco, had a disaster on
an early board of a match against France in 1956,
running from a making 7´ doubled, to 7NT
doubled, down six. Not a word was said at the end
of the hand; the Italians just got on with the next
deal. It was their opponents, unnerved by the lack of
recriminations, who were affected by the incident,
and who quickly conceded their advantage and
went on to lose the match.
Misunderstandings should be discussed and
resolved after the session, away from the table. Even
then, instant tinkering with the system, based on
one poor result, is not necessarily a good idea –
you’ll be creating a system to cope with the last
problem, not one that will work for the best in the
long run.
Assuming a fledgling partnership survives its first
game or two, it should be able to develop its system.
There will be a couple of conventions and
agreements to add. I’m sure you’ll recognise the
need for these:
™ ‘When my 1NT is overcalled, is your double for
penalties or take-out?’
™ ‘When you open 1® and they overcall 1t, could
my response of 1™ or 1´ be on a four-card suit,
because a double would promise 4-4 in the
majors?’
™ ‘We need a wriggle for when they double our
1NT.’
The conventions that were agreed before the first
game may need to be refined or enhanced:

® ‘What does a 2NT response to one of a major
mean on a passed hand? It can’t still be Jacobean,
can it?’
® ‘I thought if you bid Stayman and then bid a
minor at the three level, it was a sign-off, but we
missed a slam.’
® ‘We agreed to play 2NT as Ogust opposite a weak
two, but what if there has been an overcall – what
does 2NT mean then?’
www.ebu.co.uk

As well as ironing out what certain bids mean, a
new pair will be developing a style, or at least an
understanding of where their natural styles differ:

t ‘I would never open a weak two with a four card
major (even a weak one) on the side.’
t ‘When you open 1® and they overcall 1t, does a
double promise 4-4 in the majors, or could you
be 3-4?’
t ‘I was surprised when you opened 1NT with
doubletons in both majors.’
t ‘Do you ever pass third-in-hand and nonvulnerable?’
Lastly, the pair needs to address behavioural
aspects that affect the partnership. What does your
partner do that annoys or distracts you? And viceversa. At the top level this may be
the sort of thing that a sports
psychologist can help with, but
some of it is just common sense.

´ Punctuality is very important
to some players. They will not
perform well if their partner
regularly arrives less than a
minute before the start time,
complaining about the traffic
again.
´ The way your partner plays his
cards can become irritating:
flicking them as he takes them
from his hand, or snapping
them as she puts them on the
table.
´ Those little comments, that
seemed so droll the first time
he said them, aren’t really
amusing when used every
session.
´ If your partner feels time pressure, don’t waste
time looking at all the results on the electronic
scorer (‘Look, three pairs made 4´’). After the
session is over, sitting with the hand records and
a glass of wine, is the time to decide if and how
you should have bid to 4´.
´ Don’t even start to discuss complex alternative
lines of play. That just wastes mental energy and
may distract the brain from getting on with the
next deal.

And so the partnership moves into the stable
phase. Bidding misunderstandings are few and far
between (cue soft lighting and gentle mood music),
www.ebu.co.uk

the chemistry is working, you are consistently above
average and your NGS grade is going up. Good pairs
are inviting you to play in teams events. Life is
beautiful.
Or – back to reality – the partnership starts to
decline. One of you wants to tinker with the system;
to experiment with odd-even discards and add
Leaping Michaels and Rubensohl; the other is
regularly making a mess of Puppet Stayman, and
things that are already on your card. Then it gets
worse; you find you are having competitive
auctions, even when the opponents are passing
throughout. You used to be playing against two
people: LHO (left-hand opponent) and RHO; now
it seems to be three; CHO (centre-hand opponent)
has joined the fray. Both of you are wondering if it

By Bill Buttle

wouldn’t be more fun to play with someone else. It’s
time to implement the ‘part’ part of partnership; the
‘ship’ has run aground.
Did you notice? Nearly every time I have used the
word ‘partnership’, you could substitute the word
‘marriage’ and much of the advice would still apply.
Playing with the electronic scorer is obviously a
reference to mobile phones; irritating behaviour is
just as annoying in life as it is in bridge; and the
same goes for punctuality and time pressure. As for
experimenting with the wriggle and Leaping
Michaels, I’ll leave them to your imagination. r
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Coasters £2.50 each

Bridge Mugs £6.75 each

Stocking Fillers from the EBU Shop
Order online ebu.co.uk/shop
Telephone Sue or Liz in the Bridge Shop on 01296 397851/01296 317200

Angel Notepads £1.99 each

Ten Bridge Commandments
Tea Towels £4.75 each

EBU Pens (Boxed with suit design) £3 each
Please note. There are no EBU member discounts on gifts

New Prize Leads Quiz

O

pening leads are often subjective and
virtually any opening lead can be successful
some of the time. However, bridge is in
many ways a game of percentages and therefore
certain leads will gain more often than others. In
each issue you will be given three hands and the
bidding on each, and you are asked to choose your
opening leads from those proposed by our
Quizmaster. Answers will be in the next issue. In each
problem you are on lead as West.

THIS MONTH’S QUIZ
Hand 1
´ Q3
™ A K 10 9
t J94
® 9832

South
1t
1NT

West
Pass
All Pass

North
1´

East
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´Q; (b) ™A/K; (c)t4; (d) a club.

HHHHH

makers of playing cards since 1824

( 020 8661 8866

An attractive twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards is
the prize on offer this month. For information
on the new Piatnik cards visit:
gibsonsgames.co.uk/cards
There are TWO categories in our competition: up
to and including Master, and those with higher
ranking. Please indicate on the top left-hand corner
of the envelope, or in the e-mail subject line, the
category for which you are entering. The first
correct entry in each category out of a hat will win
the prize. The editor’s decision is final.

Hand 2
´ A J 10
™ 3
t J 10 9 8 5 2
® 652
South
1®1
Pass
4™
5®5
All Pass
1

East
2´3
Pass
Pass
Dble

Could be two clubs; 2 Showing hearts; 3 Weak; 4 Take-

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ™3; (c) tJ; (d) ®6.
Partner has doubled the opponents’ slam.

HHHHH

Hand 3
´ 10 9 8 7 2
™ 42
t QJ
® A432

1

www.ebu.co.uk

North
1t2
Dble4
4NT
6™

out; 5 One or four key cards.

Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz,
Raggett House, Bowdens, Langport, Somerset,
TA10 0DD
or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
by 26 December 2016.
Please make sure you include your full postal
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail!
ANSWERS TO OCTOBER QUIZ: Page 46

West
Pass
3´
Pass
Pass

South

West

1™
4™
5®2

Pass
Pass
Pass

North
1t
3´1
4NT
6™

East
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

Splinter; 2 One or four key cards.

North seems to have a very good hand!

Choose from: (a) ´10; (b) tQ/J; (c) ®A; (d) ®2. r
December 2016 English Bridge

25

Traps for the Unwary

High two-suited overcalls

click

by Michael Byrne

L

ast issue we looked at making two-suited
overcalls, particularly the Michaels Cue Bid to
show the major suits. This week we are going
to look at tricky competitive situations where it
occurs at higher levels and you feel like you want to
bid again.
Sitting East, what would you do with this hand?
´
™
t
®
West
Pass

AKJ96
A K Q 10 3
43
4

North
1®
Pass

East
2®
?

South
3®

Holding a chunky 17 count (not to mention those
major suit intermediate cards) you want to bid
again, and many players would bid 3™ ‘asking
partner to choose’. The trouble is, bidding 3™ does
not ask partner to choose, it follows the simple rule
that when you show two suits and then bid one of
them again, it shows you have more cards there,
typically 6-5.
The solution to the hand above is to double 3® to
show a strong hand and invite partner to take some
action. Note that whilst a double from partner
would be penalties (since you have defined your
hand clearly) it doesn’t make sense to play a double
by a hand that has ten major suit cards as penalties,
since partner is always able to judge the situation
better than you.
Let’s keep the same hand but make the auction
higher:
West
Pass

North
1®
Pass

East
2®
?

South
4®

North
1®
Pass

East
2®
?

South
5®

link

In each case you should double to lay claim to
ownership of the hand. Note that the higher up you
double the more likely partner is to pass it – when
you double 4® he will pass unless he has a good fit,
when you double 5® he will pass unless he has an
enormous fit. It would be wrong for partner to bid
5™ over 5® directly on a Yarborough with six small
hearts. He should pass awaiting your double if you
have a good hand and then take it out.
Note that partner is expecting you to have aces
and kings in your suits – if he has a misfit then he
knows they are standing up and he should pass the
double, if he has a big fit then he knows they are not
and should take it out.
What about if instead of having extra values you
have extra shape? Can you carry on bidding on your
own then?
The answer is yes, but remember you need to try
and give partner a chance to show preference when
he can . . .
Imagine you have this hand:
´
™
t
®

AKQ94
AJ97543
5
–

After 1® on your right you overcall 2® to show
the majors – although a 7-5 hand is often best
played in the 7 card suit, you need to get both your
suits in for later, in case the opponents start bidding
and partner needs to make a judgement.
The auction continues 3® on your left passed
back to you:
West
Pass

North
1®
Pass

East
2®
?

South
3®

OR:
West
Pass
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Easy enough – you can bid 4™. Just as double
would show extra values, leaping to game shows
extra playing strength. It is unlikely you can make a

www.ebu.co.uk

slam (partner rates to be stacked in the minors) and
by stressing your hearts you get across that you only
want preference if partner has a real liking for
spades.
However – let’s change the hand so that the
majors are reversed:
´
™
t
®

AJ97543
AKQ94
5
–

Now there is a problem with leaping to 4´ on the
second round, as we look at partner’s hand:
´
™
t
®

2
8732
Q 10 8 3
Q743

If you leap to 4´ how is partner supposed to put
you back to hearts? (Anyone who answered ‘he bids
5™’ gets extra homework – you have missed the
point).
What you want to do is force partner to speak
while telling him you prefer spades. The hand is
wrong for a double – you have a lot of playing
strength and not as much defence as you’d like. You
are expecting to making tricks from shape not
power.

Amazon vouchers
given to winners as Bridge
Survey is concluded
THE survey on ‘Social Participation and
Wellbeing’ relating to bridge, which was
undertaken over the summer, has concluded
with over 7,000 responses received. EBED would
like to thank everyone who took part in the
survey, and also those who helped circulate it to
a wide audience.
The researchers at Stirling University, along
with EBED Trustee, Caroline Small, are working
to produce a report and a paper for peer-review
in a journal. An article summarising the key
findings will hopefully be printed in the next
issue of English Bridge.
The prize draw for those completing the
survey has been won by Jemma Calderwood of
Roy Bridge, and Helen Kane of Glasgow – they
will each receive a £100 Amazon voucher.

www.ebu.co.uk

The solution I use is to bid the opponents’ suit
again:
West

North
East
South
1®
2®
3®
Pass
Pass
4®
4® = partner you must choose a suit this time, (I prefer
the higher-ranking one if you are not fussed)

This way you will play in 4™ when partner has a
clear preference, otherwise you’ll play in 4´. It will
also help him to judge if there is further bidding. He
will know you are at least 6-5.

The Dos and Don’ts of
Michael’s Cue Bids at higher levels
Do be prepared to double back in when you have
made a two-suited overcall and you hold a
strong hand in high cards, this will let partner
judge.

Do leap to game in the lower of your two suits
if you have lots of playing strength, partner
can convert to your other suit if he wishes.

Don’t unilaterally commit your side to playing
the hand just because you have a lot of high
card points, a value showing double allows
partner to exercise his judgement.

Don’t Leap to game in the higher ranking of your
two suits, instead cue-bid the opponents
suit again to demand that partner bid. r

ADVERTISEMENTS
Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of
Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English
Bridge) take all reasonable precautions to protect
the interests of readers by ensuring as far as
practicable that advertisements in the pages of
English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its
publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any
undertaking in respect of claims made against
advertisers, whether these advertisements are
printed as part of the magazine, or are in the form
of inserts. Legal remedies are available if redress is
sought, and readers who have complaints should
address them to the advertiser or should
consult a local Trading Standards Office or a
Citizens Advice Bureau or their own solicitors.
Readers should note that prices advertised
may not be accurate due to currency exchange
rate fluctuations or tax changes
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Basic Cardplay
Empty Spaces
click

by Paul Bowyer

link

T

he last few articles have considered odds and
percentage plays. By now you should know
the right way to play the following hand in
4™ on the ´K lead:

Hand 1. South plays 4™
West leads ´K
´ J2
™ KJ84
t KQ83
® Q 10 7
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A5
A 10 9 6 3
AJ96
53

You can see that you have to lose two clubs and a
spade so the whole hand revolves around not losing
a trump. You take the ´A, therefore, cash a top
trump (it really doesn’t matter which) and then play
another heart.
With no other indication, you would cash the
other top heart honour, hoping that the queen fell.
You would succeed whenever the hearts split 2-2 or
the queen fell singleton. You would also succeed if
you discovered a 4-0 heart split and your play of the
ace (or king) revealed a finesse position. It would be
a lucky guess which honour to play first, of course.
However, I neglected to tell you the bidding on
the last hand. It may be because there wasn’t any, at
least by East-West, in which case you may as well
play the odds and play off the top hearts. Suppose,
though, that the bidding had been as follows:
South

West

North

East

1™

3´

4™

All Pass
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Now, what difference does that make?
Actually, quite a lot. There has now been a
significant change in the odds. You may assume that
West has seven spades for his nuisance bid, leaving
East with just two. So there are six unknown cards
in the West hand and eleven unknown cards in the
East hand.
We call these unknown cards empty spaces. Now,
as declarer in 4™, you take the ´K with the ace, cash
the ™K first (it’s possible that West has no hearts so
East’s ™Q 7 5 2 can be picked up with a finesse) and,
if East-West do both follow, play a low heart.
Assume East follows with the last low heart. At this
stage eight of West’s cards (seven spades and a low
heart) are known and only four of East’s (two
spades and two hearts). There are therefore only five
empty spaces in the West hand and nine in the East
hand. The odds are now as good as 9-5 in your
favour (can you see where these odds come from?)
that the ™Q is with East so you should play the ™J
hoping and expecting West to discard.
Note that the finesse is nearly 2-1 on so is a much
better play than trying for the drop. Of course, 2-1
on does not represent certainty and sometimes West
will have started life with ™Q-x. C’est la vie. One
down. Avoid dummy’s icy stare, put the next board
on the table, get on with the next deal:

Hand 2. South plays 3NT
West leads ´K
´ 875
™ Q 10
t A K J 10
® AJ95
N
E

W
S

´
™
t
®

A96
K9
Q72
K 10 8 3 2

www.ebu.co.uk

Try this one. You are in 3NT, after West has
opened 1´. You receive the ´K lead, on which East
contributes the two. You duck this and take the ´A
at trick two, on which East pitches a heart.
Count your tricks (an essential in any contract).
You have one spade, four diamonds and two clubs
off the top. West is marked with the ™A for his bid,
so you daren’t lose the lead; you have to bring in the
clubs.
Having made the ´A at trick two you cash four
rounds of diamonds and discover that they break 33; both opponents chuck a heart on the last
diamond. What next? Well, West doesn’t have to
have the ®Q for his opening bid – six lovely spades
and the ™A-J is ample for an opening bid. Let’s try
counting the suits. West started with six spades,
three diamonds and is sure to have the ™A.
We know of eleven of West’s cards (six spades,
two hearts – he must have the ace and he has
thrown one on the long diamond – and three
diamonds). He has just two unknown cards or
empty spaces. East, by contrast, has shown up with
one spade, two hearts (both discards) and three
diamonds. He has seven unknown cards. The odds
are heavily on East having club length and hence he
is a strong favourite to hold the queen of clubs. You
should cash the ®A and, assuming all follow small,
run the ®J. Should that lose to West’s last empty
space, the ®Q, you could consider yourself very
unlucky.
Eight ever, Nine Never? Never say never! Allow me
to quote from the great S J Simon who wrote (long
ago):
I have written elsewhere that I have made myself
the following rule for dealing with nine cards missing
the queen. When there is no other indication, and only
when… play for the drop. When there is no other
indication.
Cut for Partners by S J Simon. Pub. Nicholson &
r
Watson 1950.

www.ebu.co.uk

CLUB PLAYER’S
BIDDING QUIZ
ON EACH of the following problems, you are
West. What should you bid with each hand on
the given auction at pairs, Game All?
click
Julian Pottage gives his answers on
link
page 62.
Hand 1
´ A9642
™J863
tA2
®62

W

N

E

Pass
2®
?

Pass
Pass

1NT
2´

S
Pass
Pass
Pass

Hand 2
´K
™ 732
tKJ984
®Q532

W

N

E
1´

S
Pass

N

E

S
1™

N

E
3t

S
Dble

?

Hand 3
´ 652
™–
tAKQ83
® 10 9 6 5 2

W

Hand 4
´ K 10 6 4 3
™QJ3
tAQ76
®Q

W

Hand 5
´ AQ983
™AQ
tQ752
® A5

W
1´
?

N
Pass

E
2´

S
Pass

Hand 6
´ QJ5
™J
t76432
®AKJ6

W

N
1™

E
1´

S
Pass

?

?

?
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Your Questions Answered

Well played partner

click

by Frances Hinden

H

ere is one question no-one has asked my
advice on: How can I be a good partner? I
have played in a number of county events
in the last few months and I consistently saw the
same behaviours which were not going to lead to
good partnership results.

LIKE many things in life, it is far easier to tell you
the answer to this question than to act accordingly!
Don’t complain if you see me behave differently, it
doesn’t mean I am wrong . . .

RESPECT YOUR PARTNER
The most important feature of a partnership is
respect: you cannot enjoy yourself or get good
results if you don’t respect your partner. I don’t
mean that you have to believe they are a better
player than you (I’m sure about 80% of players
believe they are better than their partners), but that
you have to know that you are both on the same
side. If you find yourself not enjoying a session, ask
yourself seriously, why are you playing. Perhaps
your partner is your friend or your spouse, and they
are keen to play. Perhaps your partner is paying you
to teach them, or you are paying them. Whatever
the reason, remind yourself why you chose to be
there.

link

it was the best action even if it didn’t work; (iii)
partner had a temporary mental blind spot, in
which case there is no need to talk about it unless
you can think of a way to avoid it in future.

LEARNING FROM BAD RESULTS
One of the best exercises to do after a bad result is
to ask – seriously – ‘how could I have stopped this
happening?’ You may be surprised at the answer;
I’ve found more than once that there was something
I could have prevented which I thought at the time
was obviously partner’s fault. Here’s a deal I was
given and asked whose fault it was:
N/S Game. Dealer South.

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

92
KJ4
A Q J 10 9
K64
´
™
N
W
E
t
S
®
´ A87
™ AQ72
t 87
® QJ82

K Q J 10
653
532
10 5 3

6543
10 9 8
K64
A97

DEALING WITH BAD RESULTS
If partner passes a forcing bid, or goes off in a
contract you would have made, they didn’t do it to
spite you – they will be as upset as you. You
shouldn’t need to say ‘sorry’ at the table: it is taken
for granted that bad results are never deliberate and
equally upsetting to both players. Post mortems,
however, are still very useful as long as they aren’t
‘assign-the-blame’ exercises. If you think partner
passed a forcing bid, there are three possible
explanations: (i) partner didn’t think it was forcing,
in which case you need to discuss how it should be
played in future; (ii) partner knew it was forcing
and decided to pass anyway, in which case you may
want to discuss style but you understand he thought
30 English Bridge December 2016

West

North

South

East

1NT (12-14)
Pass

3NT

All Pass

West led the king of spades, which South ducked
and East played the ´6 (top from an even number).
West continued with the ´10, also ducked (East
playing the ´3) and then the ´Q for a heart discard
from dummy, the four from East and South’s ace.
South then played a diamond to the queen. East
won and played back the ´5 to West’s jack. West
then thought he had a guess and played a heart, to
declarer’s relief who took nine tricks.
www.ebu.co.uk

Whose fault was the bad result? East thought his
partner had been very careless. After giving count at
trick one, East played the three, then the four, then
the five of spades. These should all be suit
preference for clubs. If West had been paying
attention, he would have known what to do after
winning the spade.
When West suggested that East could have made
it easier by cashing the ace of clubs – the setting
trick – before playing the fourth spade, East said he
didn’t want to give up the chance of two off if
declarer mis-guessed clubs. However, East was also
guilty of not paying attention: declarer had at most
the ace of spades and the A-Q of hearts as high cards
outside clubs, so had to have the queen of clubs to
get up to 12 points. Both West and East could learn
from the hand, but not if they were too busy
explaining why partner misdefended to listen.

DON’T GIVE PARTNER IMPOSSIBLE
PROBLEMS

Avoid putting partner in a position where the
Laws won’t let him do the right thing. Suppose
right hand opponent is dealer and you hold
´
™
t
®

Here’s another one:
´
™
t
®

A J 10 6 2
K J 10
AQ52
10

1´ – 2®
2t – 3™
?
Partner’s 3™ bid shows a singleton heart,
diamond support and a game force. You have extra
high cards but your heart holding is unsuitable for
slam, and at matchpoints you may want to play in
3NT. I don’t know what the best bid is here, but I
do know that the worst bid is a very slow 3NT. If you
are going to bid 3NT, bid it quickly, so partner
doesn’t get the wire that you were unsure. If partner
has a marginal slam try, and bids over a slow 3NT,
r
the TD is likely to adjust the score back.

KJ2
642
10 8 3
AQ97

The auction starts:
West

North

Pass

Pass (you)

A

2®
A

East
1™

South
Pass

?

Alerted

If 2® is artificial, you might want to double
it to ask for a club lead (although this could go
wrong). There are two sensible things you can do:
ask what 2® means, then double if it doesn’t
show clubs; or pass without asking. There is one
thing you absolutely shouldn’t do, which is to ask
what 2® means, then pass when it doesn’t show
clubs. Unless you ask about every alerted call
whenever it is your turn, this suggests to partner
that you have good clubs. Now, as an ethical
player, he will actively choose not to lead a club if
he has a viable alternative and you are in a worse
position than if you said nothing.
www.ebu.co.uk

DAVID ANNING
1939 - 2016
DAVID Anning was a keen sportsman in his
younger days, playing county hockey, lawn tennis &
squash. David took up duplicate bridge in 1989 to
provide him with the competitive edge he missed in
sport. He was a member of Canterbury BC for over 25
years where he scored, directed and was treasurer for
10 years. In 2013 David was the driving force in the
recreation of Tyler Hill BC. He was also a bridge cruise
director for over 15 years, helped by his wife Linda
who died in 2005. David was area secretary for East
Kent until 2013, Kent’s auditor from 1985-95 when he
joined the committee, becoming treasurer in 2010
until retirement in 2016. Approval for a Dimmie
Fleming award came through a few days after his death
on 9th September following a stroke.
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B R ID G E H A H A
2

1

3

4

5

6

8

7

9

10

CROSSWORD NO 5

14

13

15

16

18

19
22

21

20

17

24

23

Compiled by MERMAN
Answers page 39

12

11

25
26
ACROSS
carefully,
2. Just lead clubs and spades? It comes about, when used
(9)
good
look
you
make
can
they
10. Religious type’s lancing a boil (8)
11. What a king gets you (Law 4) (5)
12. Name of something as it was before October 1945 (4)
no trump (6)
14. Love, it’s frivolous to worry about making a mess of one
(5)
shuffle,…
to
get
15. Sometimes she’d
they are a
17. … shuffle cards, having removed diamonds - it’s the circles
part of… (4)
18. … she would find it stimulating (shuffling them) (4)
19. Scope of sacrificial offering - it’s good to go first (5)
20. One’s father can be bloody strange! (6, two words)

Bob Dylan,
awarded N
obel Prize in
Literature 2
016
Well, I return
to the Quee
n of Spades
And talk wit
h my cham
bermaid
She knows
I am not afra
id
To look at h
er
I Want You,
1966
The curfew
had been lif
ted and the
Anyone wit
gamblin' w
h any sense
heel shut d
had already
He was stan
own
left town
din' in the d
o
o
rway lookin
Lily, Rosemar
' like the Jack
y and the Ja
of Hearts
ck of Hearts,
1975
Well, I’m lo
okin’ down
at two card
They seem
s
to be handm
ade
One looks lik
e it’s the ac
e of diamon
The other lo
ds
oks like it is
the ace of sp
Standing on
ades
the Highway
, 1962

23. Five diamonds? It could get you
into trouble (4)
24. Tricky to open up with one club? On
balance it has little effect (5)
25. Impatient movements of uncle’s?
(8)
26. What one special day or another
might be called by communist
landlord (9, two words)
DOWN
1. Mechanical spade, perhaps, can
produce heart (10)
3. Playing with Lego could get you
one of those funny looks (4)
4. Kill Cinderella (maybe) on the radio
- it’s a festive jingle (10)
5. Minded out for dungheap (6)
6. “Come back, Peter…” (4)
7. … scruffy man got to taunt likewise
(10)
8. Congress needing sound advice…
(7)
9. … singer initially took lead in
Congress then got stumped (10)
13. The shortest route taken between
lions (no towns involved) (7)
16. Don’t make a claim when you do
this - forget about the lead and
produce plan (6)
21. Something to play? 20 to one North
conceded (4)
22. Going to church? Never again (4)

BR IDG E HA HA

Send in funny
letters an d jokes
to the editor for
consideration

CAPTION COMP
ETITION

CHRISTMAS was bo
und
issue. As usual, please to feature in this
inundate me with
captions to accompa
ny the picture. The
best, (yes – it’s just my
opinion) will win a
delicious box of Pr
estat’s very superior
chocolates. These brigh
tly coloured boxes,
together with the scr
um
have become synonym ptious contents,
ous with good taste
– in all the best ways.
Send your entries to
lou@ebu.co.uk by
31st Dec, or post to Ed
itor, Raggett House,
Bowdens, Langport,
TA10 0DD.
CONGRATULATION
S to Nina Gittins
who sent in my fav
ourite for last issue’s
cartoon (see below
). Other close
contenders were: He
Hathaway to make,
methinks, from Dave
Ro
more bard play . . . I can binson; Oh not
see another Bottom
coming, from James
Andrews; and Is
forsooth forcing? fro
m Edward Blincoe
.
And yes, there were
eight To bid or not to
bid . . , and many mo
re variations of the
theme. A couple of
verses submitted are
below, including a ‘To
Sacrifice or not to. . .

Winning caption:
Only you my man ha
ve failed to get a ruff

tonight

rd
e the Nation’s Ba
They may call m
ite hard
qu
e
m
w Bridge ga
But I find this ne
ruffing
My plan to keep
o about Nothing
Is now Much Ad
g card
ve kept the wron
As I seem to ha
Chris Phillips

After the successful introduction of Pay to
Play
the EBU makes plans for Pay to Pee

t to Sacrifice
To Sacrifice or no
tion
That is the ques
s?
ake the last gues
And who doth m
Thomas Paton

Ask Gordon

Revokes, hesitations & lost cards
by Gordon Rainsford, EBU Chief Tournament Director
click

Email your questions to Gordon Rainsford at gordon@ebu.co.uk
Gordon, English Bridge and the EBU are not responsible if the information provided is incorrect or incomplete.

B

ernice Bailey wrote, ‘Recently the wrong
person made the opening lead. I was
playing the contract and it should have
been this person's partner on my left. I realised
and said, ‘It's not your lead’, and they took the card
back. It had not been placed on the table, but I did
see what it was. Their partner then made an
opening lead. My partner objected and called the
director. I made the contract, but my partner still
felt we should have had a penalty point.’

Things would be simpler if everyone called the TD,
as they are required to, whenever there is an
infraction! That way you all know your rights and
responsibilities before making decisions, rather
than the players making their own rulings and
maybe deciding they have been hard done by!
If the opening lead out of turn was faced, declarer
has five options to exercise, so you really do need
someone to tell you what they are before you make
a decision:
1. You can accept the lead and put your own hand
down as dummy, making your partner play the
contract.
2. You can accept the lead and play the contract
yourself, with dummy being put down
immediately but play to the first trick proceeding
clockwise as usual.
3. You can reject the lead and allow the correct
defender to lead anything, with the incorrect lead
remaining on the table as a major penalty card,
subject to the usual restrictions.
4. You can reject the lead and prohibit the lead of a
card of the suit of the incorrect lead, in which
case the incorrect lead gets picked up and goes
back in the hand of the player; this prohibition
continues until the opening leader has lost the
lead.
5. You can reject the lead and insist on the lead of a
34 English Bridge December 2016

link

card of the suit of the incorrect lead, in which
case the incorrect lead gets picked up and goes
back in the hand of the player.
However, if you managed to stop the wrong
defender from leading before the card was seen by
their partner, play could proceed as normal.
When in doubt, call the director!
MARTIN Epstein asked, ‘West opened one spade,
my partner, after a slight hesitation, passed, East
went two spades and I, non-vulnerable with six
points and with a shortage in spades, 2434,
doubled, getting a good score. Like many players
nowadays, I hate to pass a 1-2 bid, knowing my
partner must have a few points and would always
double, but should I have passed after my
partner's slight hesitation?’
Law 73C. When a player has available to him
unauthorized information from his partner, such as
from a remark, question, explanation, gesture,
mannerism, undue emphasis, inflection, haste or
hesitation, an unexpected alert or failure to alert, he
must carefully avoid taking any advantage from that
unauthorized information.
I don’t think you have done this but I would
expect to disallow your double under Law 16B1:
(a) After a player makes available to his partner
extraneous information that may suggest a call or
play, as for example by a remark, a question, a reply
to a question, an unexpected alert or failure to alert,
or by unmistakable hesitation, unwonted speed,
special emphasis, tone, gesture, movement, or
mannerism, the partner may not choose from among
logical alternatives one that could demonstrably have
been suggested over another by the extraneous
information.
(b) A logical alternative action is one that, among the
class of players in question and using the methods of
the partnership, would be given serious consideration
www.ebu.co.uk

by a significant proportion of such players, of whom it
is judged some might select it.
Note that it is not good enough to say ‘I would
always have done this’. If you really do, I imagine
you must have had some bad results from it when
your LHO had been about to rebid 3NT and
redoubled instead!

Greenpointed

NEIL Hayward asked, ‘What if dummy has a
diamond hidden behind a club? A singleton
diamond appears on table. Case A: Defenders do
not cash a second diamond (suit contract), seeing
a ruff coming. Case B: Defenders ‘force’ dummy
to ruff. Later, the hidden diamond appears.’
When dummy has a hidden card and revokes
because of it, the TD can adjust in equity using Law
64C, but there is no automatic revoke penalty –
there has to be damage before an adjustment is
made. If dummy doesn’t revoke but the defenders
are misled or otherwise damaged, the TD can adjust
using Law 12A1 because dummy has breached Law
41D which tells us how dummy’s cards must be laid
r
out.

Which system card do
you use?
PLEASE be aware that the EBU no longer
permits the use of the EBU20A system card. The
approved EBU20B has been the sole type
available from the EBU Shop and website for a
number of years. If you are still using the EBU20A
type please switch to the EBU20B, and note that
from 1st April 2017 we will enforce the use of the
EBU20B card at all EBU congresses*. Blank, and
simple pre-completed cards, can be downloaded
from ebu.co.uk/laws-and-ethics/convention-cards.
One feature of the EBU20B system card is the
section on the front cover which allows you to
highlight significant features of your system
which may not otherwise be obvious without
more detailed study of your card or knowledge of
your agreements – an example being to indicate
that a 1♣ opening may be a two-card club suit
and that the hand may also include an outside 5card suit. Please assist your opponents by
completing this section and making it available to
them prior to each round.
* The WBF card is only permitted at a few high
level events
www.ebu.co.uk

For more information and an entry form:
http://www.ycba.co.uk/events/hsc-f.htm

BRITISH RAIL TEAM WINS
NICKO PLATE

HAPPY faces all round as (left to right) Roger
Mallinson, Peter Kelly, Andy Wells & Alex Hogg
win the NICKO plate, playing for the British Rail
A team against Chichester A. Sheila Kelly and
Cedric Cockcroft (not pictured) played in some
earlier rounds. The final, held at Basingstoke BC,
was closely contested in the first half, but in the
second half the British Rail team pulled away to
win by a convincing margin of 81 IMPs.
The Chichester team comprised David Telfer,
Peter Burns, Michael Campbell, Gerry Hegan,
Yves Lebrec & Peter McLarens.
December 2016 English Bridge
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Great Bridge Disasters

Pick up on scoring errors
by David Burn

Y

ou are doing well in the final of the World
Pairs Championship in Wroclaw. You score a
complete top on board 3 of the seventh
session. How bad can that be?
Board 3 itself, though it is of no particular
importance, was:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South
´ A J 10
™ J 10
t Q8742
® KJ7
KQ86
´ 92
N
A92
™ Q87543
W
E
A3
t K965
S
A Q 10 8
® 3
´ 7543
™ K6
t J 10
® 96542

As North-South, you defended a contract of 4™
which made 11 tricks. This was as well as declarer
could do on the board, and there were many who
did not manage so well – someone actually went
down, and someone else went three down in
Blackwood.
For those who have been following this account
closely I assure you that there is no error in the facts
as I have recounted them. How, then, did you score
a complete top for minus 650?
It’s a long story, but to summarise the main
episodes of it:
You spend a while waiting for your opponents to
arrive at the start of the round, because they have
gone to the wrong table.
While at the wrong table, they have taken the
East-West cards out of the board and started
bidding the hands. They are supposed to be North36 English Bridge December 2016
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South at this table, but the Director instructs them
to sit East-West and you North-South for this one
board.
They bid and make 4™ with an overtrick. You are
North-South, so one of you (South) picks up the
Bridgemate to enter the score. Believing however
that you are still East-West, you (West) enter the
score as 4™ making 11 tricks by your right-hand
opponent (who is East but whom you believe to be
South).
Got all that? Good, because now you will see how
you came to score a top for your plus 450 in a line
of game contracts the other way. (For theoreticians,
it is not believed possible for both sides to be able to
make five of the same suit against best defence – the
record currently stands at three.)
As luck would have it, this is the session before the
lunch break. It is not all that easy for players to
check their scores at the best of times, and this is not
the best of times – the schedule is fairly intense
anyway and you have about half an hour to get
some food and prepare yourselves for the final 30
boards of the tournament. So, you do not check the
results and neither do your opponents.
The scoring system should of course flag a result
of 4™ making 11 tricks by both sides. There may
have been a problem either with the system itself or
with the supervision thereof; at any rate, even if the
system did sound an alarm it went unheard.
The error remains in the system until after you
have been awarded the gold medal. One of your
opponents on board three of session seven then
publishes some of the details on social media, and
the solids collide with the air conditioning because
if the error had been detected and corrected when it
‘should have been’, you would have finished second.
There is what is called a correction period during
which scoring errors can be undone. Once that has
expired, the results are final. By the time this error
came to light, the correction period had long
expired. So it was that Sabine Auken and Roy
Welland found themselves in a horrible position:
www.ebu.co.uk

they had a gold medal as a result of a mix-up, but if
they wanted to hand it back the rules would not
permit them to do so. Of course the second-placed
pair, Ashley Bach and Michael Cornell from New
Zealand, weren’t in a particularly cheerful frame of
mind themselves: they had a silver medal as a result
of a mix-up, but if someone wanted to give them a
gold instead the rules would stand in the way.
While all this was being deliberated, in public and
in private, it was discovered that the women’s World
Pairs Championship had also been decided as a
result of a scoring error. This one had been reported
to the proper officials, but had not been corrected
because the report had come after the correction
period for the session had expired. A spectacular
hat-trick was narrowly avoided when a player in the
Seniors event, elated that his opponents had missed
a game, entered his score as plus 180 instead of
minus 180 (for two overtricks in 2NT) but, by a
fraction of one per cent, could not contrive to win
the tournament as a result.
It didn’t turn out too badly. The World Bridge
Federation has often been accused of acting like a
dodo, but when this time it announced that
‘everybody has won and all must have prizes’ it was
not universally jeered. The now joint gold
medallists in the Open championship agreed to be
team-mates in the forthcoming Rosenblum event.
The now joint gold medallists in the Women’s
championship have, I hope, lived happily ever after.
But for a while, things were looking pretty
r
disastrous.

SIMULTANEOUS PAIRS

RANKED MASTERS
PAIRS 2017
A group of Pairs Championships for players
with specific Master Point ranks

25 - 26 February 2017
Premier Grand Masters Pairs
Grand Masters Pairs
Premier Life Masters Pairs
All
Life Masters Pairs
GreenNational Masters Pairs
pointed
Regional Masters Pairs

Holiday Inn, Birmingham Airport
EBU Accommodation Booking Service

( 0800 0346 246

All events start at 2pm on Saturday and
end between 3.30pm and 5.30pm
on Sunday depending on numbers.

MASTERS PAIRS
26 February 2017
The Masters Pairs section is open to all below
the rank of Regional Master on 1st Jan 2017.
Unlike the other categories in the Ranked
Masters Pairs (see above), it is a two-session
one-day event (11.30 start, finish by 6.45pm
approx.) at these venues:
• Bradford Bridge Club
• Exeter Bridge Club
• First Class Bridge Academy, Billericay

British Winter Sim Pairs
9 - 12 January, 2017
Bridge England Sim Pairs
7 - 8 February, 2017
Club Stratified Sims
13-16 March, 2017
British Spring Sims
3-6 April, 2017
More information on the EBU website
http://www.ebu.co.uk/sim-pairs

www.ebu.co.uk

• Richmond Bridge Club
• Tunbridge Wells Bridge Club

Greenpointed

• Welwyn Garden City Bridge Club
• West Midlands Bridge Club

Free entry: If a player was promoted to
the landmark rank of Master in 2016, his/her
entry to the 2017 event is FREE.
Entries / Enquiries:
EBU Competitions Department
( 01296 317 203 / 219 or e-mail
comps@ebu.co.uk
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Who, what, where, why?
Sleuth’s quiz - reading the cards
click

by Ron Klinger
West

North

East
South
Pass
2NT1
Pass
3®2
Pass
3NT3
1
20-22 points; 2 5-card major Stayman; 3 No 4- or 5card major

1 What would you lead, as West, from:
´
™
t
®

65
A2
A32
J86432

Answer: When responder uses Stayman and
declarer denies a major, it is usually attractive to
lead a major. Here, however, you have a 6-card suit
and two outside entries. With a little help from
partner, you might be able to set up the clubs.
You lead the ®4 and this is what you see:
N/S Game. Dealer East.
´ QJ9
™ 6543
t J 10 9 5 4
® 7
´ 65
N
™ A2
W
t A32
® J86432

Trick one goes: ®4-®7-®10-®A
2 Who has the king of clubs?
Answer: Declarer has the ®K. With ®K-10, East
would play the king, third-hand-high, not the ten.
3 Who has the queen of clubs?

Answer: Declarer has the ®Q for the same reason.
With ®Q-10, East would play the queen, thirdhand-high, not the ten. In third seat you play the
cheaper card only from touching honours. From J10, the right card in third seat, when partner and
38 English Bridge December 2016
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dummy have played low, would be the ten, but from
K-10 or Q-10, the higher honour should be played.
4 Who has the nine of clubs?

Answer: Declarer has the ®9. A very important
principle follows from the rule that in third seat,
when playing third-hand-high, you play the
cheapest card from touching honours. From K-Q-J,
you would play the jack, from Q-J-10-9, the 9, and
so on. It follows that whatever card partner plays as
third-hand-high denies the next lower card. In third
seat, when playing third-hand-high, the king denies
the queen, the queen denies the jack, the jack denies
the ten and in the problem situation, the ten denies
the nine. Even if partner had 10-9 doubleton, if
playing third-hand-high, the correct card is the
nine.
5 What do you now know about declarer’s club
holding?
Answer: Declarer began with A-K-Q-9 in clubs.
6 How does that affect your future play?
Answer:
1. You do not want to lead clubs again. Declarer
already has three tricks in clubs. A club from you
will give declarer a fourth club trick.
2. You will not be able to defeat 3NT via the club
suit. Declarer is far too strong in clubs.
3. If declarer starts playing spades, you can afford
to discard one club. A second club might be safe, but
it might allow South to set up an extra club trick, if
South began with five clubs. You definitely must not
discard three clubs. That would give declarer one
extra trick for sure and maybe two extra tricks.

In practice, declarer plays the tK at trick two.

7 Do you take this or duck?
Answer: You should play low. If you take the tA
at once, declarer might be able to use dummy’s
length in diamonds for extra tricks. Perhaps
declarer has no entry to dummy, for example, if
South had ´A-x.
www.ebu.co.uk

Partner plays the t8.

Here is the complete deal:

8 What does that tell you?

Answer: Playing natural count, if the t8 is not a
singleton or not from Q-8 doubleton, partner is
about to play high-low in diamonds to show you an
even number of diamonds, either two diamonds or
four.

´
™
t
®

9 Which is more likely?
Answer: If partner has four diamonds, declarer
would have only one, the tK singleton. This is
impossible given the lack of a 4-card major in
South’s hand. With a tK singleton declarer would
have six clubs, leaving partner with none – but
partner did follow. So partner holds two diamonds.

Love All. Dealer East.
´ QJ9
™ 6543
t J 10 9 5 4
® 7
65
´ 87432
N
A2
™ KQ87
W
E
A32
t 86
S
J86432
® 10 7
´ A K 10
™ J 10 9
t KQ7
® AKQ9

10 And so?
Answer: Declarer began with three diamonds.
11 If South continues with a low diamond, what
should you do?
Answer: Play low, just in case East did begin with
Q-8 doubleton.

12 In practice South continues with the tQ. Do
you take this or duck?
Answer: You should play low again. If declarer
began with four diamonds, you cannot prevent
declarer reaching dummy eventually. If declarer
began with three diamonds and you take the tA,
declarer will collect four diamond tricks. By holding
off with the tA, you might prevent declarer from
using dummy’s diamonds and restrict declarer to
two diamond tricks.

13 You duck the tQ and East plays the t6. Was
there another benefit for holding back the tA?
Answer: If declarer plays a third diamond,
partner will make a discard and that might help you
to decide what to do next.
14 South plays the t7-tA-t9-´2 from East? What
does the ´2 tell you?
Answer: Playing standard signals, highencourage, low-discourage, the ´2 denies interest in
spades.
15 What do you do next?
Answer: Since you know South is very strong in
clubs and partner has denied interest in spades, the
only suit left is hearts.
16 Which heart do you play?
Answer: With a doubleton, it is normal to lead the
top card. There is no reason here to depart from
that and so you should switch to the ™A, followed
by the ™2.
www.ebu.co.uk

After you play ™A and the ™2, the defence takes
four heart tricks and the tA to beat 3NT. Notice
that if you continue clubs after taking the tA,
South will make eleven tricks. If you switch to a
spade after taking the tA, South will make ten
tricks.
If East-West are using different discarding
methods, East can still indicate a desire for hearts. If
you play high-hate, low-like, East would discard the
´8, no interest in spades. If you play suit-preference
discards, East would also throw the ´8: do not want
spades and do want the higher of the other two
suits.
r

Answers to crossword on page 32
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8

7
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Gold Cup

Digging for gold

T

he seeding committee for the Gold Cup did
a great job, with all eight top teams reaching
the quarter-finals. Allfrey beat Senior; Brock
beat Cope; de Botton beat Price and Gillis beat
Mould.
The semi-finals were both close. Brock defeated
Allfrey, the number one seeds, by 22 IMPs. They
took an early lead and maintained it throughout.
This was a fine achievement for a team of only four
players. Gillis beat de Botton by 19 IMPs. So, Sally
Brock’s squad, seeded 6th, were in the final for the
second year running. How would they fare? This
was an early board:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer North.
´ AQ965
™ 2
t J98654
® 7
K 10 8 7
´ 432
N
10 4
™ AJ
W
E
AKQ2
t 10
S
653
® A K Q J 10 8 4
´ J
™ KQ987653
t 73
® 92

West
Brock

North
Erichsen

East
Myers

South
Gillis

Pass

1®

4™

Dble

Pass

6®

Pass

Pass

Dble

All Pass

Sally Brock’s negative double suggested length in
spades. Espen Erichsen made a Lightner double of
6®, inviting a lead of dummy’s suit (spades). Simon
Gillis duly led the ´J, Erichsen overtaking with the
´Q. A continuation of ace and another spade,
ruffed by South, took the slam two down for +300.
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This was the bidding at the other table:
West
Brogeland
6®

North
Jones
2´
All Pass

East
South
Lindqvist Rosen
3´
Pass

East’s 3´ asked partner to bid 3NT with a spade
stopper. Boye Brogeland diagnosed the solid clubs
and leapt splendidly to 6®. Martin Jones did
wonderfully well to find the killing defence of ace
and another spade, putting the slam one down for a
loss of just 5 IMPs.
You may think that the opening lead did not
matter, since declarer has only 11 tricks. Not so.
Suppose South had led the ™K at the first table.
Declarer could win, draw trumps and play the
tA-K-Q, throwing two spades (rather than his
heart loser). He ruffs dummy’s last diamond and
plays a spade to the jack, king and ace. North is then
end-played!
This deal from the 5th set had interest in both the
bidding and the play:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer North.
´ 10 6
™ Q5
t K Q J 10 7 6 4
® 87
Q9
´ AJ32
N
J8632
™ K 10 7 4
W
E
932
t A5
S
A62
® J 10 3
´ K8754
™ A9
t 8
® KQ954

West
Zia
4™

North
Myers

East
Hanlon

South
Brock

3t

Dble

Pass

All Pass

www.ebu.co.uk

Zia opted to respond 4™ rather than 3™ and won
the tK lead in the dummy. ‘Small spade,’ he said.
Leading towards the closed hand often causes a
problem. When Sally Brock played low, Zia won
with the ´Q and played a trump to the 10, South
winning and returning a trump.
One way home now is to lead the ®J. When South
covers, declarer ducks and South must then give a
trick in one or other black suit. In fact North had
signalled with the ´10 on the first round, so Zia
could simply lead to his ´9, setting up two club
discards.
At the other table West responded only 3™,
passed out, and went one down for a 10 IMP loss.
I will end with a great auction by Zia and Tom
Hanlon from the 7th set from the deal opposite.
West

North

East

South

Brock

Hanlon

Myers

Zia

Dble

Rdble

1t

1™

Pass

2®

Pass

3®

Pass

3t

Pass

3´

Pass

5®

All Pass

1®

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer South.
´ K 10 6 3
™ Q 10 2
t A83
® Q 10 6
754
´ J98
N
A94
™ 865
W
E
KQ97
t J 10 6 5 4
S
A97
® 32
´ AQ2
™ KJ73
t 2
® KJ854

Zia had suggested 3-4-1-5 shape and Hanlon
leapt to the top contract of 5®. This made easily, for
the loss of two aces. At the other table Neil Rosen
(North) preferred 2NT over West’s double, and was
raised to 3NT. A diamond lead put this two down
for a gain of 13 IMPs.
The Gillis team led by 95 IMPs with one 8-board
set to play and the match was conceded. Many
congratulations to the winners!
r

Gold Cup 2016 winners (from left to right)
Tom Hanlon, Boye Brogeland, Espen Erichsen, Simon Gillis, Espen Lindqvist, Zia Mahmood

www.ebu.co.uk
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Bidding Quiz

Beat Today’s Experts
ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS ON PAGE 16

by David Bird

click
link

1. Game All. Dealer West
´
™
t
®

A 10 8 4
Q973
KJ96
8

N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

K
A86
A Q 10 7 5 4 3
Q4

West
Hu
Pass
1™
3´
5t

East
Ran
1t
3t
4™

We start at the final of the USA’s Waqar (women’s teams)
Championship, with Weingold facing China Yellow. What
should West say over partner’s 3t rebid?
The meaning of 3´ is debatable. Some might claim it was
a cue-bid, agreeing diamonds, but any such bids below 3NT
are generally played as stopper-showing. When East showed
delayed heart support, West called it a day in 5t. She had a
club control, yes, but with her modest values opposite a nonforcing 3t rebid, it would be ambitious to look for 6t.
5t was very much the par contract. Declarer can ruff a
club and discard a heart on the ´A.
Awards: 5t (10), part-scores (4), 3NT (2), 6t (1).

2. N/S Game. Dealer South

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
AQ643
–
Q86
AKJ83

´
™
t
®

7
A K Q 10 9 3
J 10 7 5
65
´
N
™
W E
t
S
®
10 5 2
J6542
94
10 9 2

West
North
Sulgrove Zhou

East
Cappelletti

1´
4®
4™
5NT

3™
4t
4NT
6´

2™
Pass
Pass
Pass
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KJ98
87
AK32
Q74

South
Gu
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

The Waqar final is into its final set. Shannon Cappelletti’s 3™
showed a sound raise to at least 3´. Three cue bids followed
and East then bid a RKCB 4NT. Kathleen Sulgrove responded
5NT and Zhou subsequently enquired what that meant.
‘Undiscussed,’ Sulgrove replied.
Well, there is hope for us all if you can reach a national
final without knowing your Blackwood responses. The
Director was called and Zhou remarked that she was very
confused. The Director observed that players should be
careful of not saying anything that might constitute an
insult to the opponents. That must have cleared the air.
Thirteen tricks were cold but the Chinese stopped in 4´
at the other table, losing 11 IMPs. China Yellow had the last
laugh, winning eventually by just 1 IMP.
Awards: 7´/7® (10), 6´/6® (6), games (3).

www.ebu.co.uk

3. E/W Game. Dealer South

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
A 10 2
10 3
AJ642
K84

986543
8
9
10 7 6 3 2
N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

K7
AKQJ72
10 5 3
Q5

QJ
9654
KQ87
AJ9

West
Oursel

North
Bianchedi

East
Soulet

1t

3®

3™

South
Madala
1®
All Pass

We move now to the Spingold, one of four great
championships held every year in the USA. It is the roundof-32 with Lavazza facing Payen. Agustin Madala opens 1®,
his side’s first move on a weak 1NT hand. Alejandro
Bianchedi raises pre-emptively to 3® over the 1t overcall.
Phillippe Soulet is a two-times world champion and must
have been disappointed when he was passed out in 3™. If
West was uncertain whether a new suit at this level was
forcing, perhaps he might have considered that his hand
was far from hopeless in support of hearts.
The point is that when partner has a great hand with 5+
hearts, what else can he bid but 3™? It would be a poor
system design that used 3™ only for weakish hands that
wanted to contest the part-score.
At the other table South opened 1® and West did not
overcall. North made a fit-jump of 2´ and East bid 3™,
raised to 4™ for +650 and 10 IMPs.
Awards: 4NT/4™ (10), 5™ (6), slams/part-scores (1).

4. Love All. Dealer West

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
A7
4
AKJ63
K Q J 10 9

West
Zimmerman
1t
Dble

10 5 4 3
AKJ85
5
752
N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

62
7632
10 9 4 2
A86

KQJ98
Q 10 9
Q87
43

North
Welland
2™
Pass

East
Martens
Pass
5t

South
Auken
3™
All Pass

The last three deals come from the Spingold final between
Zimmermann and Fleischer. Roy Welland makes a somewhat
unorthodox 2™ weak jump overcall and Sabine Auken raises
to 3™. What action should Pierre Zimmermann take now?
Despite the doubleton spade, I like his take-out double best
on such a strong hand. If partner bids 3´ or 4´, you can
convert to clubs at the lowest level. Krzysztof Martens in fact
leapt to 5t. Welland cashed one top heart and switched to a
low spade, South playing the ´J. Zimmermann won and now
had to take a winning view of the diamond suit.
The question declarer might ask himself was pointed out
by David Burn in commentary: ‘Would North have made a
weak jump overcall on ™A-K-J-x-x and tQ-x?’ He would
surely then have preferred 1™ and you should therefore
play the tA and cross to a club for a diamond finesse.
Zimmermann played the top diamonds and was one down
when South ruffed the third round of clubs, before a spade
could be ditched. Chip Martel took the same failing line at
the other table but North had overcalled only 1™ there. As
you see, picking up the diamonds will give you 6t as well as
5t.
Awards: 6t (10), 5t (8), 6®/5® (6), part-scores (4).

www.ebu.co.uk
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5. Game All. Dealer West
´
™
t
®

A 10 7 5 4
K864
74
A4

N
W E
S

´
™
t
®

West
Helgemo
1´
2™
3t

3
3
A K 10 6 2
K Q 10 9 7 5
East
Helness
2®
3®
3NT

2® was a game-forcing response and Tor Helness rebid his
clubs on the next round. Geir Helgemo had nothing more
to say about his own hand and bid the fourth suit to keep
the bidding moving. After close inspection, Helness was
satisfied with his stopper in diamonds and ventured 3NT.
Well bid. You would be very unlucky to lose five heart tricks
and, in fact, the ™A was onside.
At the other table Auken and Welland climbed to 5®,
going three down when the diamonds broke 5-1.
Awards: 3NT-W (10), 3NT-E (9), 5® (6), 6® (4), partscores (3)

6. Game All. Dealer West
´
™
t
®

K Q J 10 9 4
10 5 4
65
64

West
Martens
2t
2´

N
W E
S

North
Fleischer
Pass
Dble

´
™
t
®

A75
–
K 10 9 3
A Q 10 7 3 2

East
Multon
2™
4™

South
Martel
Pass
All Pass

In the last set of the Spingold final, the score
was 75-73 when this catastrophic board
arrived. Krzysztof Martens opened a multi,

showing a weak two in hearts or spades. Franck Multon was
happy to stop in 2™ if that was partner’s long suit. When
West showed spades with his 2´ rebid, Fleischer made a takeout double and Multon suggested a spade slam. Martens
took 4™ as natural and his partner went five down
vulnerable, losing 15 IMPs and eventually the match by the
same margin.
We are here to draw instruction from this horrendous
misunderstanding. Martens should have paused to consider
carefully the apparent inconsistency between partner’s 2™
sign-off and the later leap to 4™. East would have responded
2´ with good hearts. In the cold light of day, his 4™ could
only mean that he had a great hand for spades.
Awards: 4´ (10), 5´/6´ (5), part-scores (2), 4™ (0).

Our experts limp home with 34/60. Not so good for them but maybe we can all learn from their mistakes,
which reminds me that I must end by looking for some bidding tips.

Tips to Remember
It is better to know a relatively simple system well than to play a complex system and forget it every
• now
and again. There are hundreds of ways to lose IMPs after doing very little wrong. Do not add
extra ways unnecessarily.
If you are not sure whether partner’s bid is forcing (yes, it can happen to us all), it is usually safer to
• bid
than to pass.
When your partner makes a bid that seems surprising (or impossible) after the preceding bids, think
• carefully
before you decide on your next action. Partner thinks he had made the best call on his hand
and you should trust him.
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CALENDAR

YOUR COUNTY OF PRIMARY ALLEGIANCE

OF EVENTS

n DECEMBER 2016
16-18
16-18
27-30
28-30

Senior Trials for Teltscher Trophy
West Midlands BC, Solihull
Junior Channel Trophy
Young Chelsea BC, London
London Year End Congress
Royal National Hotel, London,
(see p47)
Blackpool Year End Congress
Hilton Hotel, Blackpool, (see p47)

n JANUARY 2017
6-8
6-8
7-8
9-12
21-22

27-29

Midland Counties Congress
West Midlands BC, Solihull
Camrose Trophy - 1st weekend
near Coventry
Manchester Congress
Marriott V&A Hotel
British Winter Sim Pairs
Various clubs
National Point-a-Board Teams
Young Chelsea BC, London
(see p50)
Lady Milne Trials, Young Chelsea
Bridge Club

n FEBRUARY 2017
2-8
7-8
11-12
17-19
17-19
25-26
26

Bridge Overseas - Lisbon Congress
(see p59)
Bridge England Sim Pairs
Various clubs (see p37)
Tollemache Cup Final
The St Johns Hotel, Solihull
Harrogate Congress
Cairn Hotel, North Yorks (see p35)
Junior Camrose (Peggy Bayer)
Ireland
Ranked Masters Pairs (see p37)
Holiday Inn, Birmingham Airport
Masters Pairs (see p37)
various venues

n MARCH 2017

3-5
3-5
3-5
4
4
4
5
5
5
11
12
13-16
17-19
19
19

Camrose - 2nd weekend
Scotland
East Anglia GP weekend
Wiltshire GP weekend
Young Bridge Challenge & Schools Cup
Loughborough Grammar School
Leicestershire GP Pairs
Manchester GP Pairs
Bedfordshire GP Teams
Kent GP Teams
Merseyside & Cheshire GP Teams
Channel Islands GP Swiss Pairs
National Pairs Regional Heats
Club Stratified Sims, various clubs
Cumbria Congress
Portland Pairs
Isle of Man GP Pairs

www.ebu.co.uk

WHAT IS IT?
When you first join a club and become a member of the EBU
you also become a member of the county to which the club is
affiliated. This is known as your County of Primary Allegiance.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?
If you wish to represent a county in certain events, such as
the Corwen, Pachabo, Tollemache and Inter-County League, it
must be your County of Primary Allegiance.

CAN I CHANGE IT?
Yes. There are a number of reasons why a player would have
a different County of Primary Allegiance than the one they live
in, or the one to which their club is affiliated. You are
permitted to change your County of Primary Allegiance once
per season (September 1st to August 31st) providing that you
have not already represented that County in a representative
event. To change your County of Primary Allegiance please
telephone the EBU on 01296 317200. Please note that a small
number of counties have specific requirements for
membership such as living or working in the county.

CAN I BE A MEMBER OF MORE THAN ONE COUNTY?
Yes. Some players want to play in events in other counties for
which they must be members. This is called Dual or Associate
Membership. Some counties charge a fee for Dual
Membership, and some do not. There may also be conditions
attached to membership, which you will be advised of when
joining. However, this does not affect your County of Primary
Allegiance, so you cannot represent a County of which you are
a Dual Member in the Corwen, Pachabo, Tollemache and InterCounty League.

MORE DETAILS?
www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/regulations/county-allegiance.
Membership of a county in any one financial year implies the
right to represent that county in the balance of the playing
season in the following financial year.

FREE POSTAGE FOR LARGER EBU SHOP ORDERS
Orders from the EBU shop worth over £100 will qualify for
free postage if placed before 21 December 2016. Delivery to the
UK mainland only (excluding Highlands and Islands). To take
advantage of this offer phone 01296 397851 or email
bridge.shop@ebu.co.uk. The offer cannot be used with online
orders. Please order as early as possible to avoid our Christmas
rush.
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Prize Leads Quiz Answers
Answers to October Problems

click

by Alan Mould

(d) ®3: 1 mark. I cannot see any case for this lead. If
partner had clubs strong enough to double 3NT for
the lead he should have bid them!
HHHHHH

Hand 1
´ 84
™ 752
t AQ742
® J73

South
1™
2NT
All Pass

West
Pass
Pass

North
1´
3NT

link

Hand 2
´ A Q 10 9
™ 10 9 3
t K74
® 652

East
Pass
Dble

Choose from: (a) ´8; (b) a heart; (c)t4; (d) ®3.

(a) ´8: 10 marks. Partner has suddenly doubled 3NT
after taking no part in the auction. This is a Lightner
variant and partner is asking for an unusual lead –
usually dummy’s first bid suit. Here the ´8 is clear in
my view. Partner was charmed holding AKQ10x!
(b) a heart: 5 marks. Yes, it is just about possible, I
suppose, that this is the lead partner wants, but why
should we be able to read that? With our heart
holding it is also unlikely that this is the case. Has
partner really got AKQJx in the suit?

(c) t4: 3 marks. Without the double I would have
led this in a heartbeat, but the double changes
everything and a low diamond is now simply
insulting partner. A case can be made for the tA so
you can see the dummy to make sure you get the
right switch but (a) an important tempo will be lost
which could let the contract through and (b) I didn’t
give you that option.

South
1®
1´
3´
5®

West
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
1™
3®
4®

East
Pass
Pass
Pass

You were rather hoping the opponents would
alight in Four Spades but it was not to be. Now you
have to lead against 5®.

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ™10; (c) t4; (d) a club.

(a) ´A: 1 mark. This will be right if and only if you
can give partner a ruff and just how likely is that?
Who is more likely to be short in spades, partner or
dummy? Plus, look at your trump holding – partner
has at most one of them.
(b) ™10: 4 marks. Well yes it could be right if partner
has a couple of heart tricks and we need to cash
them. But that seems long odds to me.
(c) t4: 7 marks. I think it is more likely to cash tricks

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master: Nick Goslett,
Hove

Open: Nigel Osmer,
Lewes

Sponsored by
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here than in hearts. After all the opponents have
made no attempt at all to play in NTs so the
diamonds are quite likely to be wide open and you
can cash a trick or so.
(d) a club: 10 marks. The clear winner in my
opinion. Your RHO seems to have 11 black cards,
LHO has jump supported clubs and does not like
spades. Surely declarer will be ruffing spades in
dummy, particularly given your great holding in
them. So your job is to get as many trumps as
possible off the table. Even if declarer has red suit
losers that go away on the other red suit your trump
leads may well be enough to beat the hand in spade
tricks. This time a trump was essential since dummy
was 2-4-3-4 and declarer 5-2-0-6. They had no red
suit losers but repeated trump leads meant declarer
could only ruff one spade and so spades were the
setting tricks.

(d) ®K: 6 marks. How can it be wrong to lead from
a K-Q-J combination? Well it isn’t and it could be
right. However, it needs quite a lot to be right – clubs
need to be 7-2-2-2 round the table for example as
otherwise you will never get in to cash your club
trick. The main reason for leading a club is to give
nothing away, but does it sound like a passive defence
r
will beat this hand?
27 – 30 December 2016

YEAR END
CONGRESSES

Greenpointed

HHHHHH

Hand 3
´ 73
™ 642
t 5
® KQJ6432

South

West
North
East
3®
Dble
Pass
4™
All Pass
The opponents have brushed aside your pre-empt
with disdain.

Royal National Hotel, London WC1
Special package deals are available – single-bedded rooms
only – at the nearby Imperial Hotel. For details and
reservations contact Imperial Hotel Ltd.,
Central Reservations Office ( 020 7278 7871

Stratified Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams
Mixed and Open Pairs
Really Easy Afternoon

Choose from: (a) ´7; (b) a heart; (c) t5; (d) ®K.

(a) ´7: 6 marks. This could be right if it is necessary
to lead through dummy’s spades to partner (and
maybe even give you a ruff), but it needs a pretty
specific layout for it to be necessary.
(b) a heart: 4 marks. Again this could be right if you
need to cut down ruffs but when the opponents bid
like this they usually have plenty of trumps between
them, so this seems unlikely to achieve much.

(c) t5: 10 marks. A fundamental principle of defence
is to play partner for the least s/he can have that will
beat the contract within the constraints of the
bidding. Here the easiest way to beat the hand is to
find partner with a couple of aces and we can take a
couple of ruffs (or maybe tAQ with the tK in
dummy), and a ruff and a trick from partner.
Anything else needs much more. So lead your
singleton and hope I say.

www.ebu.co.uk

Hilton Hotel, Blackpool
( 01254 426800

Blue-

Greenpointed

pointed

Mixed / Open Pairs
Swiss Pairs, Swiss Teams
Entries / enquiries to EBU Comps Dept

( 01296 317203 or 01296 317219

or book online at www.ebu.co.uk/member

December 2016 English Bridge

47

Overseas Bridge

Holiday bridge on Lake Garda

T

he EBU Autumn Overseas Congress was held
at the Grand Hotel in Gardone on Lake
Garda, Italy’s largest lake. Among the 120
bridge players were many new faces. By next year we
hope they will be old friends.
There was a good bus service to the nearest town,
Salo, but the more interesting form of transport was
on boats which plied the lake’s resorts from just
outside the hotel. Sirmione, standing on a 4km
peninsular, topped by its fortress (top right), is one
of the most enchanting.
There were several organised trips including one to
Verona to see its magnificent amphitheatre built 2000
years ago. For me this was the winner. Few tourists
leave without viewing the Romeo and Juliet balcony.
48 English Bridge December 2016

Half a mile uphill from the hotel, reached either
on foot or by Noddy train, is Il Vittoriale Degli
Italiani (The shrine of Italian victories). This vast
estate created by the poet D'Anuncio, a one time
friend of Mussolini, contains a museum, a
mausoleum, a 1000 seat amphitheatre and,
strangest of all, the warship Puglia. Keen gardeners
also visited a botanic garden on the walk down.
The bridge was expertly directed by David and
Marilyn Jones, Neil Morley and Peter Jordan, with
help from Winnie Morley and Barbara Jordan.
Three years ago, the congress was held at the same
place. We hope players from this year will be
looking forward to a return in 2019 or before. r
www.ebu.co.uk

Photographers: Heather Hobson, Winnie Morley & Denis Murphy

by Roy Garthwaite

Juniors & Directing

LOTS OF EVENTS FOR YOUNG PLAYERS
The EBED Young Bridge Challenge (including the
Schools Cup) is set for Saturday March 4th, at
Loughborough Grammar School. Gloucestershire
with Oxfordshire will also be following up on last
summer’s Wessex Junior event with another
weekend of training and competition hosted by
Cheltenham Bridge Club and Cheltenham Ladies’
College. Over 100 juniors attended each of these
events this year, together with England’s junior
squad leaders – and we hope for even more in 2017.
Sussex is also planning to run another Junior Camp
in Summer 2017. Many thanks to all those who
contributed their time and resources in making
these events such a success.
The teaching of minibridge and bridge has
started in a number of new schools this term with
volunteers, equipment and support being provided
by local counties and EBED. More people are taking
part in the English Bridge Junior Award Scheme and
EBED is developing a new Schools Pack to help
promote the benefits of the game within the
educational environment.
Finally, thank you to the 130+ clubs and 2,400
pairs who took part in the EBED Simultaneous
Pairs held over five nights in September, raising an
anticipated £12,000 to fund EBED’s work
researching and promoting the health and social
benefits of playing bridge.
r
www.ebu.co.uk

Young Bridge Challenge
4 March 2017
A FREE-ENTRY, one-day bridge event for
school-age players of all experience levels
played at Loughborough Grammar School

t Schools Cup for teams of four players all from
the same school. t Swiss Teams for teams of
four players from bridge clubs, schools or mixed
teams from more than one school. t Minibridge
Pairs for players of school age who are just
learning the game. t Short pairs duplicate for
accompanying adults.

For further information call Lisa at EBED
( 01296 317217

Junior Bridge Camp
8 - 9 April 2017
Cheltenham Ladies’ College & BC
O
£6 ni ne
g
0 h
al t
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nc

W

ith the bridge season in full swing,
there’s an EBED Club Director training
course happening somewhere around
the country almost every week. Congratulations to
Lymington BC which hosted the most wellattended course in several years, with participants
from both affiliated and non-affiliated clubs across
the area. In the summer there were also three one
day refresher courses for those who wished to brush
up their knowledge after gaining some practical
experience – whether for more complex judgement
rulings or the day to day revokes and leads out of
turn. There’s something for everyone in these
courses – and any clubs who would like to host
either the full course or a refresher should write to
richard@ebedcio.org.uk. Details of the current
course list are available on the EBED website
http://www.ebedcio.org.uk/td-course-calendar

All levels – beginners to junior experts.
Come and enjoy a packed weekend of bridge
entertainment, tuition, coaching & play for young
people under 21 years old.
™
Parents welcome - please enquire for price
™
Reduced rate for non-residents
™
´ Tuition, tournaments & prizes ´
™
For more info and application forms
joanmbennett@hotmail.co.uk
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LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Send your letters to the editor,
Lou Hobhouse, Raggett House, Bowdens, TA10 0DD, or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
(please include your postal address)
The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

BIG PRIZES FOR YOUNG

WHY NOT GHESTEM?

OUT OF ORDER

The EBU is certainly right in
doing so much to encourage new
young players. Obviously it isn’t an
easy task. There are so many
counter-attractions. However, it is
so important to the vitality of the
game that I feel additional, and
very strong, measures should be
contemplated – in the form of
financial inducements. Big sums of
money should be awarded in the
shape of scholarships or significant
prizes in competitions exclusively
for them. A silver cup here and
there, and points are a good start,
but they are never enough.
Enormous prizes are what is
needed. It might work!
Freda Jones

Michael Byrne (October 2016,
p20) says ‘even if it's Ghestem,
which is the worst convention ever
invented, and on my top three list . . .'
As a regular player using
Ghestem as a 2-suited overcall,
could Michael explain why he
regards it with such disdain?
In my experience, it is
considerably superior to other
methods as partner knows
exactly which are the two suits.
Also, when I am not
vulnerable, I do bid Ghestem
when my 2-suited overcall is 5-4,
but the 5-card suit has to be the
higher ranked suit. The reason is
that 5/5 distributions only come
up in less than 3% of hands, so
you would hardly ever have the
opportunity to bid it. Ghestem
works very well for me.
Mike Dubock
There are two reasons why I
don't like Ghestem. The first is
that I have yet to see a hand where
knowing the second suit actually
turns out to be an advantage. The
second is that the majority of
times people use Ghestem they
forget it and cause all sorts of
ethical problems for their partner
and for opponents. (If I had a
tenner for every time the Ghestem
3® bidder actually had a jump
overcall in clubs I could travel by
private jet).
Incidentally, you should never
make two-suited overcalls when
you are 5-4, it makes it impossible
for partner to judge how high to
go, and a hand that is 5431 is 3suited and not 2- suited.
Michael Byrne

Morning, usually interesting
magazine – poor taste cover this
month tho’. Are you aware of the
death and suffering described in
Tennyson's text? Three down.
Redoubled I'm afraid.
David Underhill

NATIONAL
POINT-A-BOARD
CONGRESS
21-22 January 2017
Young Chelsea BC, London
Saturday
t Qualifying Event t
t

Sunday
Main Final & Consolation
Final t

Formerly part of the
NATIONAL TEAMS
CONGRESS
The Point-a-Board Teams is
part of the Player of the Year
Competition.
The Swiss Teams part of the
National Teams Congress will
take place on 13-14 May, at
West Midlands BC in Solihull.

Entries / enquiries

( 01296 317203 or 01296
317219
50 English Bridge December 2016

Many apologies for causing
offence. I thought it clever enough to
justify using it, and several readers,
knowing the 'poetry' issue was
coming up, had recommended it and
steered me towards its provenance.
But of course we do not want to
belittle the death, suffering and
thoughtless command that inspired
the poem in the first place. Thank
you for writing and pointing this
out.
Lou Hobhouse
Editor, English Bridge
Congratulations to the EBU for
an excellent October issue. It's
packed with useful advice, news,
articles and amusing limericks.
Neil Rosen's Add One Thing is, to
me, the best piece of bidding advice
since Frances Hinden's wonderful
double series on a generic defence
to the unexpected and unusual.
Great stuff!
Tim Greenhill

TEACHING RESOURCES
October’s first article from the
chairman highlighted the need to
increase membership. I teach
Bridge for Beginners for Worcester
U3A. As we only have about 32
lessons a year the course takes two
years, and several of our pupils are
joining the EBU. We receive no
www.ebu.co.uk

payment as we are all volunteers
and do it for the love of the game.
I started a new course this year
and was told that, as I wasn’t a
qualified teacher, books would cost
£25 rather than the previous £20,
plus increased postage charge. For
unqualified teachers who charge
pupils for lessons I can understand
the change. To impose a higher
charge on volunteer teachers seems
unfair.
Ian R Leake
First of all very well done.
Anybody who introduces new
people to the game of bridge
clearly understands the social
benefits of the game particularly
to older people.
The national coursework books,
Book One Beginning Bridge and
Book Two Continuing Bridge are
hugely popular with our teachers
and students and to help them get

the best out of the resource we
provide teacher training courses
throughout the year at a variety of
regional venues.
Attendees of these courses are
signed up to EBTA (English Bridge
Teachers Association) free of
charge for one year. Thereafter this
subscription based service costs
just £17 a year.
EBTA is well worth joining
regardless of whether you have
been on a teacher training course
or not, it provides lots of resources,
teacher insurance and discounts
on coursework books.
Many teachers pass these
discounts on to their students –
others use them to help pay for the
recruitment of new players.
It is worth pointing out that all
teachers
are
independent
(although some are attached to
clubs) and their bridge tuition

A rash of latecomers - that’s it for the moment!
After many unpromising starts
We find ourselves bidding six hearts,
But missing the queen
Can so frequently mean
That the chance of it making departs.
David A De Saxe
In response to this one:
I started the evening with Eva,
A notorious under-achiever.
She got into trouble,
A penalty double.
Not a thing I could do except leave her.
Simon Cochemé
We received this one:
Today, I am writing this letter
To say that my bridge has got
better.
Another chance, please –
I will practise my squeeze –
The kind you will never forgetta!
Eva Nowill
www.ebu.co.uk

Well past her bedtime, at home
M/s Hobhouse slumped reading a pome
‘They all think they are bards
But it’s not clear what’s worse,
Their Bridge or their verse,
But I wish they’d stick to their cards’.
Ed Blincoe
Defining shape is vexation
Counting is as bad
The Rule of Eleven doth puzzle me
And practice drives one mad.
Thomas J Paton
Oh, what a declarer was Lou!
She unblocked an ace at trick two.
Had twelve tricks on top
And North couldn’t stop,
Thirteen with a Vienna Coup
Simon Cochemé

charges range from the big London
clubs which may charge a
premium to many unsung heroes
such as yourself who teach for no
charge at all.
For the cost of one coursework
book you can subscribe to EBTA
and receive so many benefits to
help both you and your students.
Sue Maxwell
Education Manager, EBED

VAT IMPROVEMENTS
Referring to the article on the
EBU website, ‘Lib Dem Leader
gives support to VAT-free bridge’.
Do I take it that competition fees
will only be 5/6 of the current
charge if the Union is successful?
Ron Davis
If VAT on entry fees was
removed then, yes, there would be
a reduction.
Jeremy Dhondy
Chairman, EBU

LICENSED BRIDGE
When you see the ‘LB’ sign in an
advertisement in the magazine, it
means that:
• The organisers of the holiday
have applied for, and received, a
licence from the EBU.
• They may choose to give Master
Points in accordance with EBU
scales.
• These Master Points will be
added to player records.
• The bridge will be played in line
with EBU regulations and byelaws, thus affording all players
the protection of playing within
the jurisdiction of the EBU.
All county events advertised have
an EBU licence.
NOTE: Any events licensed by
another National Bridge Organisation
will not be able to have Master Points
credited to members’ records save for
Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland,
Republic of Ireland, New Zealand and
Australia. The conversion of Green
Points to Gold Points will only happen
at English events, the BGB Gold Cup
and Home Internationals.
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Clubs race to take up EBU grants
Help to buy dealing and scoring machines
by Barry Capal, General Manager, EBU

D

uring the past year
several
clubs
have
benefitted
from
a
decision taken by the EBU Board
to help with major financial
projects that may otherwise have
been unaffordable. As one would
expect, the budget was limited but
we still managed to provide
support to nine clubs.
We opened up applications via
the website at the beginning of
April and after a week we were at
capacity – not really a surprise!
We
eventually
provided
financial support for the purchase
of six electronic duplication
machines, one batch of Bridgetab
devices, one set of Bridgemates,
and one hand duplicator. In each
case the club had to ‘match fund’
what we could pay, and agree to
repay a proportion of the grant
support should they cease
affiliation in less than three years.
The clubs we supported were
Grange over Sands, Bourne,
Monday, Phoenix, Abingdon,
Hutton, Dorking, Alford and
Winchcombe. All of them were
very happy with the arrangement
and some of their feedback is
shown opposite.
Incidentally,
there
is
a
commonly held view that predealt hands are ‘fixed’ in some
way, but this is totally untrue –
they really are just randomly
dealt – something that rarely
happens when shuffling is done
by hand.
We are hoping to repeat the
‘grant budget’ in the next financial
year, so be on the lookout for an
announcement on the website.
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A discounted ‘HandyDup’
dealing machine has enabled the
club to be more cost effective and
efficient running Sims events and
to provide hand records for a new
session aimed specifically at
attracting improvers to the club.
Tony French, Chairman,
Hutton Duplicate BC
For a number of years we have
paid for the supply of duplimated
boards. Inspired by the very
generous support available from
the EBU for the purchase of a
duplimate machine, we decided to
take control of our own board
duplication. It will pay for itself in
under two years.
Peter Litchfield, Secretary,
Abingdon Duplicate BC
We were very pleased to embrace
the grant made available by the
EBU to get a dealing machine. We
now have a Club Dealer who has
mastered the intricacies of the
computer programme and also the
logistics of circulating the boards
from home to club and back again.

click
link

Many are delighted that the club
has progressed to the use of
random dealing with the bonus
of having hand records so that
hands can be reviewed and
analysed after any event. Others
are sceptical and feel that the
hands must be fixed so that
finesses fail, or hands are misfits,
or that NS or EW get all the
good hands.
Chris Frost, Chairman,
Phoenix BC, Nottingham
Thanks to a generous grant
from the EBU and a loan from a
member, we have been able to
purchase a set of Bridgemates.
Our members now experience
the benefits of such a purchase
and appreciate the instant
scoring. A few people struggled
early on but have quickly
learned how to use the
equipment. Thus, thanks to
EBU, we feel, for a small club,
we are up to date with bridge
technology!
Mike Cornelius, Secretary,
Winchcombe BC

WE’RE HOSTING A CAMROSE WEEKEND –
COME AND WATCH, OR EVEN VOLUNTEER
6-8 January 2017
Brandon Hall Hotel, Warwickshire
This year England is hosting the first weekend of the
Camrose Trophy with the five countries of the British Isles
competing over two weekends. Scotland, as the host for the
second weekend, will field a second ‘SBU’ team in addition to
those from England, Wales, Ireland and Northern Ireland.
Spectators are welcome, but Gordon Rainsford is also
seeking volunteers to help at the venue. If you can offer
assistance, please email him on gordon@ebu.co.uk

www.ebu.co.uk

COUNTY NEWS
You will find your County’s Local Results (if submitted) and obituaries in the online magazine
(page 68 onwards). These pages are also available as a stand-alone pdf in the English Bridge
Section of the website and at www.ebu.co.uk/ documents/magazine/county-extra.pdf. We click
would also encourage you to visit your County website for up-to-date news and results. The link
websites are given in each county report.
Avon
www.avoncba.org.uk
AT the Somerset Congress held over the first
weekend of October there were a number of
good results achieved by local players.
Mike Huggins & Irene Robinson won the
Championship Pairs and Jan Duncan &
David Jones were second in the Mixed Pairs.
Andrew Urbanski & Eric Cummings were 7th in the Swiss
Pairs (131 pairs) and the team of Robert Covill, Irene
Robinson, Jack Terry & Mike Huggins came 3rd in the Swiss
Teams (out of 66 teams).

Bedfordshire
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
AT the Beds & Northants Congress in
September, Ron Davis & Adrian Knight (from
Warwickshire) won the Pairs scoring 65.1%.
Andrew & Pam Mason teamed up with Judi &
Peter Malpass to come 2nd in the GP Teams at
the same event.
Janis Maurins & David Woulds won the Gloucestershire &
Herefordshire Swiss Teams at Ross-on-Wye on 24th July. In
the EBED Autumn Sim Pairs, Liz Varga & Les Calver were
12th with 64.8% playing at Bedford BC on 6th September
while Janet & Derek Marsh were 9th with 64.9% while playing
at Milton Keynes BC the following day. Congratulations to all
concerned.
Diary Dates: 8 Dec, Seniors’ Teams, Brickhill BC, 10 am.
19 Jan, BBA Teams-of-4 Heat 5, Wilstead, 7.30 pm.

Berks and Bucks
www.bridgewebs.com/bbcba
IN order to inform as many members as possible
of its activities, the county committee has set up
an email system based on EBU registration data.
Members who have not already registered their
email address can do so either through their club
or directly through the EBU. Further information from Dave
Green, dave.green@52ntlworld.com.
The committee has awarded Addis Page life membership
of the Association in recognition of his exceptional services to
bridge in Berks & Bucks.
Well done to Chris Jones & John Thrower, winners of the
Open Pairs at the Guerney Congress. Congratulations to Dee
& Peter Lindon and Celia & Derek Oram on winning the final
of the Hubert Philips Plate; they also reached the final of
Crockfords, where, however, Derek & Celia had to be replaced
(by Tim Rees & Steve Eginton).

www.ebu.co.uk

Diary Dates: 8 Jan, County Pairs Qualifier, Windsor. 22
Jan, Friendly Swiss Pairs, SBBC. 5 Feb, County Pairs
Final/Plate, Windsor. 19 Feb, Teams for the Perkins Cup,
SBBC.

Cambs and Hunts
www.cambsbridge.org
CONGRATULATIONS to: the Jagger Team – C
Jagger, I Pagan, J Mestel, J Cooke, P Barden – for
participating in the Crockfords Final;
D Kendrick and V Milman for winning the
Essex GP Pairs event;
Shillitoe Team – A Shillitoe, J Cooke, C Jagger,
J Allerton – for winning the Beds & Northants Team event;
D Kendrick for being part of the Senior Team that
represented England in both the European Teams
Championship and the World Bridge Games;
Cambs and Hunts Division One for currently leading the
ECL.

Channel Islands
www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/
CONGRATULATIONS to Chris Hill and Sue
Rankin on achieving the rank of Grand Master.
Sixteen CI players entered the inaugural St Malo
Bridge Festival in France. Peter and Gill Pitcher
came second and Dan McIntosh and Alex Gauld third out of
119 pairs in the Mixed/Ladies pairs.
Congratulations to Dan McIntosh & Rune Hauge who
came joint 7th in the Swiss Pairs, followed by finishing 3rd in
the A final of the Swiss Team with team mates Glenn
Groetheim and Petter Tondel.
Guernsey Congress: The Swiss Pairs was won by Daniel
McIntosh & Tim Gauld; the Senior Pairs was won by John
Honey & Fiona Honey, who also won the Channel Island Cup
for best Channel Island pair over both weekends; the Swiss
teams was won by Reider Laland, Fred Moen, Erik
Saelensminde and Rune Hauge.

Cornwall
www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
THE 32nd Annual Cornwall Congress in Bude
was a great success. The Championship Pairs was
won by Clare Hamon & Barry Smale (Devon)
with another Devon pair, Jean Harrison & Betty
Golding, winning the Consolation Pairs Final. The GP Swiss
Pairs was won by Colin & Lavinia Thomas (South Wales) and

December 2016 English Bridge

53

the GP Swiss Teams was won for the second year by Miles
Cowling, Stefan Lindfors, Bob McRobert & Rob Lawy. Next
year, the Congress will again be held at the Falcon Hotel in
Bude on 22-24 September.
Diary dates: 14 Jan, Falmouth Salver, The Athenaeum
Club; 22 Jan, Star Masters Pairs & Tredova Cup, Ladock;
5 Feb, County Teams of Four (Knockout Qualifier), Ladock.

The County urgently needs a vice-Chairman who will
become Chairman at or before the 2017 AGM.
Diary dates: 11 Dec, Torquay BC Swiss pairs. 7-8 Jan, John
Woolcott weekend. 16 Jan to 4 Feb, qualifiers at clubs for the
Julia Chadwick (green point) final on 19 Feb. 29 Jan Devon
Club Teams of Eight.

Dorset

Cumbria
www.bridgewebs.com/cumbria/
A GOOD quality field of some 140 players competed in the
recent Cumbria/Westmorland joint event in Kendal. In the
Pairs: 1st, Helen Montgomery & Bob Loveridge with 103VPs;
2nd, Bill Alston & Andrew Petrie with 102VPs; 3rd, Rhona &
Bernard Goldenfield with 97VPs. In the Teams: 1st, Jill &
Roger Hancock with Margaret & David Thompson, 94VPs;
2nd, Joyce & Bill White with Babs & Tim Matthews, 93VPs;
3rd, Liz Commins & David Stevenson with Paddy Murphy &
Peter Jones, 90VPs.
Diary dates: 15 Jan, Match v South of Scotland, Dumfries.
12 Feb, Championship Pairs, Carlisle.

Derbyshire
www.bridgewebs.com/derbyshire
OUR winter team competitions have now
commenced – for status see our website.
This year qualifying heats for the County
Pairs will be held by our affiliated clubs – contact
your club for details. The county heat will be held
at Spondon on Jan 4th 2017. Members are free to play in as
many qualifying heats as they wish. The Finals (Main and
Consolation) will be held on 29 Jan.
Diary dates: 14 Dec, The DCBA Christmas Party, contact
Anne Townsend, Mary Marshal, Miranda Vinecombe or the
bar for tickets. Details of all events scheduled by our county
association can be found on our website which also contains
links to our affiliated clubs, so if you are looking to play
bridge in Derbyshire please visit our website

Devon
www.devonbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to: Stefan Lindfors &
Warner Solomon who were in the secondplaced team in the Welsh Foursomes. In the
Cornwall Congress: Barry Smale & Clare
Hamon won the Championship Pairs with Steven Rafferty &
Roger Gowling in second place; Jean Harrison & Betty
Golding won the Consolation Pairs; Stefan Lindfors was in
the winning team.
In the Guernsey Congress Ann Slee, Alison Pollok, Ruth
Edmondson and Brigid McElroy tied for 2nd in the Swiss
Teams and were 2nd in the Pivot Teams; Ros Morgan was in
3rd place in the Pivot Teams and in the winning team in the
multiple teams.
At the West of England Congress Alex Maddocks won the
Swiss Pairs (with Gunnar Hallberg); Warner Solomon won
the Swiss Teams with Somerset team mates. Alex Maddocks,
Jim Grant and Stefan Lindfors (with Gunnar Hallberg) were
second; Shelia Ferguson won non-expert prizes in both the
Championship Pairs and the Swiss Pairs.
Joe and Gillian Fawcett were in a team in the last eight of
Crockfords.
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www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
WELSH Foursomes. Congratulations to Miles
Cowling who was part of the team finishing
2nd and to Mark Hooper whose team finished
3rd.
Cornwall Congress. Congratulations to Miles Cowling
whose team retained the Green Pointed Teams event.
Crockfords Plate. Congratulations to Keith Bartlett, Barrie
Cantello, Bob Mott & Ann Sharples who reached the finals,
finishing 6th.
Surrey Congress. Congratulations to Miles Cowling
whose team finished 2nd and to Robin Wright, Matt Phillips,
Eugene Sheehan & David Gill who finished 3rd in the Green
Pointed Teams.
West of England Congress. Congratulations to Rod Marks
for his results at the West of England congress: 2nd in the
Championship Pairs; 3rd in the Men's Pairs; 5th in the Green
Pointed Teams.
Diary dates: 22 Jan, Knight Cup – Dorset Closed Pairs
Championship, Allendale Bridge Club, Wimborne. 12 Feb,
Frost Rose Bowl – Blue Pointed Swiss Teams, Allendale Bridge
Club, Wimborne.

Essex
www.essexbridge.co.uk
ECBA have introduced two new teams
competitions, aimed at players new to the format.
These are a 'Friendly Fours' league and a Mentored
Switch competition. This will be supplemented
with a Seminar on Team Tactics.
Congratulations to: Herts and Essex Swiss Pairs: 2nd equal
Robert Elliott & Richard Register, Paul Spencer & Marc
Chawner. Felixstowe Congress: Championship Pairs: 2nd,
Robert Elliott & Albert Kitchen. Consolation Pairs: 1st, Val &
Paul Mollison. Swiss Teams: 2nd, Peter Oake, Robert Elliott,
Alan Green & Frank Morrison. EBED Autumn Sims: Monday
1st, Paul Spencer & Marc Chawner. Tuesday 4th, Zuby
Skinner & John Francis.
Eastern Counties League vs. Northants: A team lost 4-16,
B team lost 9-11, C team lost 6-14.
Diary dates: 27 Dec, EBU Really Easy Afternoon heat at
Barleylands. 8 Jan, Swiss Pairs. 21-22 Jan, South Woodham
Ferrers Congress. 4 Feb, Play with an Expert. 12 Feb, Cornell
Trophy. 18 Feb, Gwen Herga. 26 Feb, EBU Masters Pairs heat,
Barleylands.

Gloucestershire
www.gcba.org.uk
WE made a good start in the Midlands County
League. In the first match of the season, against
Staffordshire and Shropshire, we won
substantially in the top two divisions and tied in
the third.
Our Clubs League has also started, with nineteen teams. This

www.ebu.co.uk

is a friendly league, with matches played in the players’
homes, and, except in division one, each team is only allowed
one expert. If this idea appeals to you, you might want to
think about raising a team for next year. You don’t have to
represent a bridge club, although many teams do, and that is
the origin of the name of the league.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
SUMMER meeting at Eastbourne: Senior Pairs A
finalist, Bob McRobert; B finalists, Mike Fithyan,
John Dakin. Mixed Pairs, 4th Lilian Lamont.
Northern Midweek Congress: Champ Pairs, 2nd
John Dakin. Surrey GP Swiss Teams: 2nd Steve Preston &
Dave Huggett. Cornwall Congress Swiss Teams: 1st Bob
McRobert. East Wales GP Swiss Teams: 1st Jeremy Dhondy.
Welsh Foursomes: 1st Jeremy Dhondy, 3rd Jeremy Baker &
Guy Lawrenson.
Diary dates: 11 Dec, Yuletide mini Swiss Teams. 8 Jan
Midwinter Swiss Teams. 22 Jan, seminar by Dave Huggett on
‘Misusing Popular Conventions’. 29 Jan, Candlestick Swiss
Pairs. All at Romsey. 5-9 Dec, Chidwick Cup Sim Pairs at local
clubs. Entries via HIOW website or Steve Preston on 02380
702934.

Herefordshire
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
CHRISTINE Barnes was elected to succeed Roy Milnes as
Chairman at the county AGM in September. Other officers
were re-elected: Dave Weller (Treasurer), Chris Chowney
(Secretary and Membership Secretary) and George Barrett
(County Captain).
One of the trophies presented at the AGM by Roy Milnes
was to Jane Russell for the No Fear Teams. (This is a
competition for improvers, also open to members of
surrounding counties). She is pictured with the rest of the
winning team Sally Pike, Andy Lowe and Esme Walker at The
Birches Bridge Club weekly Monday session. Full results of all
county competitions are on our website.
Diary dates: 8 Dec, Pairs League Round 3, 7pm, Ledbury;
12 Jan, Pairs League Round 4, 7pm, Ledbury; 20 Jan, Interclub Teams Round 3, 7pm, Ledbury; 18 Feb, Club Teams of
Eight, 10.30am, Tarrington; 25 Feb, Championship Pairs,
10.30am, Tarrington.

Hertfordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Srimath Agalawatte,
Barbara McKinnon, Jacqueline Snook and
David Collier winners of the Eastbourne
Sunday Open Teams. Well played to them all.
Congratulations to Stephen Jacobs, Derrick
Kime, Srimath Agalawatte, & Barbara McKinnon who were
2nd in the Herts and Essex GP Teams. Felixtowe GP Swiss
Teams. Great result for the team of Fiona & Paul Littlewood,
Julie & Steve Abley coming 1st in the Felixtowe Congress
Teams.
Diary dates: 8 Jan, Humble Cup 1st Qualifinal, 12 noon,
Bridge Centre. 29 Jan, Championship Pairs Semifinal, 12
noon, Bridge Centre. 5 Feb, Humble Cup 2nd Qualifinal, 12
noon, Bridge Centre. 17 Feb, Cadet Pairs Final, 7.30pm Bridge
Centre. 10 Mar, Marjorie Lukyn Final, 7.30pm, Bridge Centre.
23 Mar, Hertfordshire Really Easty Pairs, 2pm, Bridge Centre.

Isle of Man
www.manxbridgeunion.org
THE Manx Bridge Union hosted the 50th Isle
of Man Congress in early September. This
Golden event was well supported by many
stalwarts and a sprinkling of new faces and, of
course, a modest contingent of locals. Being
the 50th, there were some special features – some mementoes
of the event for all contestants and a celebratory cocktail party
with evil cocktails chosen by Chairman John Large and the
whole Congress was as friendly, competitive and enjoyable as
always.
As is customary, the locals were good hosts and allowed
the visitors to take away most of the prizes. The Blue Riband
went to the winners of the Swiss Pairs – Martin Jones & Gavin
Mackay. Croz Croswell and Degsy Williams took second
place. The Swiss Teams Trophy went to Sue & Nick
Woodcock, Stuart Clarke & Bill Carr with Janet & Ted
Latham, Heather Hobson & Roy Garthwaite coming second.
The Mixed Pairs was won by Janet & Ted Latham; the Open
Pairs by Alan Aylott & Jon Ward. The best local performance
came from Paul De Weerd & Bernard Palmer who were a
commendable ninth in the Swiss Pairs.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk

Herefordshire No Fear Teams winners (from L to R): Sally Pike,
Jane Russell, Andy Lowe and Esme Walker

www.ebu.co.uk

CONGRATULATIONS to Stephen Brown and
Stuart McPhee, joint winners in the Surrey green
pointed Swiss Pairs, Keith Ashcroft and Michael
Collins were joint third. Congratulations too to
Helen Erichsen winner of the Great Northern
Swiss Pairs playing with Fiona Brown (Yorks)) and Bill
Charlwood who was in the team that won the Gerard
Faulkner Salver for the Seniors Knockout Teams.
57th Kent Congress: Swiss Pairs winners, Bill Charlwood &
John Chapman winners of the Invicta Cup. Allnut Trophy
(mixed pairs), Mike Rafferty & Liz Blande. Gentry Cup
(married pairs), Frances Connell & Steve Barnfield.
Puddleduck Plate (non-expert), Jonathan Wittmann & Nick
McCarthy. Swiss Teams winners, Dick Davey & Bill
Charlwood with John Hemington & Jon Chapman winners of
the Lukey Cup. Owl Cup (runners up), Gerald Soper & Terry
Goldsmith with Brian Ransley & Brian McGuire. Birkle Bowl
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(non-expert,) Duncan Cox & Bob Fordham with Mark
Mortimer & David Keith. Congratulations to all.
The KCBA is delighted to announce that its former
treasurer, David Anning, has been honoured by the EBU with
a Dimmie Fleming Award in recognition of more than 20
years’ service to bridge in Kent as Committee member,
Treasurer and Area Secretary. Sadly it will be presented
posthumously as David died a few days before the EBU’s
approval came through.
Diary dates: 15 Jan, Fleming Femina (Ladies’ Pairs) and
Hunter Homines (Men’s Pairs), 11am, TWBC. 28 Jan, Corbett
League (County Teams of Eight): Div 3 Mitchell Salver, 11am
TWBC; 29 Jan and 19 Feb, Div 1 Corbett Cup and Div 2
Corbett Plate, 11am, TWBC. Larsky Cup heats held during
Jan and Feb, please see website for dates and venues. 25 Mar,
Larsky Cup Final, 11am, TWBC.

Lancashire
www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
CONGRATULATIONS go to Bob Loveridge and
Helen Montgomery on winning the Cumbria and
Westmorland Swiss Pairs. Andrew Petrie and Bill
Alston were runners-up.
After all four rounds of the Northern Bridge League,
Lancashire A came third out of six teams, Lancashire B third
out of eight teams and Lancashire C second out of seven
teams.
In the Northern Mid-Week Congress, Jeff Smith and
Jackie Pye won the Swiss Pairs and John and Cath Ashworth
and Duncan and Diane Ault finished third in the Swiss Teams,
thus gaining first prize in the B stratified competition.
Congratulations also go to John Brearley and Ross Shine on
finishing third in the Great Northern Swiss Pairs.
Diary dates: 4 Dec, Lytham Rose Bowl, Lytham Bridge
Club; 5 Dec, LCBA Council Meeting, Bolton Bridge Club; 18
Dec, Santa Claus Pairs, Manchester Bridge Club; 28-30 Dec,
EBU Year End Congress, Blackpool; 7-8 Jan, MCBA Congress,
Victoria & Albert Hotel, Manchester; 15 Jan, Preston Blue
Pointed Swiss Teams, Preston Bridge Club; 22 Jan, LCBA
Butler Pairs, Lytham Bridge Club; 5 Feb, LCBA
Championship Pairs, Blackburn Bridge Club.

Leicestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
CONGRATULATIONS to Ben Norton who
won the EBU’s ‘Young Pair of the Year Award’
with partner Sam Behrens of London.
The County Teams have played the opening
match in the Midlands League. Results are: 11 Sep v Oxford
(Home) – 1st Team Drew 10-10, 2nd Team Lost 5-15, 3rd
Team Won 12-8.
Diary dates: 11 Jan, Stanley Trophy Round 4, Glenfield. 12
Jan, Pairs League Round 1, Rothley. 15 Jan Midland League v
Staffs, Away. 25 Jan, Josephs Bowl Round 2, Blaby. 25 Jan,
Butterworth Langley Trophy Round 1, Blaby. 8 Feb, Stanley
Trophy Round 5, Glenfield. 8 Feb, Wilde Cup Non-Expert
Teams, County BC. 9 Feb, Pairs League Round 2, Rothley. 19
Feb, Midland League v Warks, Greenfields.

Lincolnshire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
SCHOOLS Bridge in Lincolnshire has been developing well,
run by volunteer members from Louth and the recently re56 English Bridge December 2016

affiliated Alford Bridge Club. It now extends to three senior
schools in the county. Setting up in the Louth catchment area
was relatively easy thanks to the commitment of our
members.
Bridge has to be taught without books to ensure it is fun
for young people who have been busy with books and formal
learning all day. The willing support of head teachers, and
other teachers, has also been an essential ingredient.
Horncastle Grammar School’s after-school club, now in
its third year, remains a success story. Several original
members, who competed successfully in the National School
Bridge at Loughborough, have now gone to university
themselves. So recruitment is in progress with current
membership between 12 and 16. Players also compete at local
clubs, county competitions and charity bridge days.
Alford and Louth Grammar Schools are both now into
their second year with around eight regular attendees at
Alford and 12 to 28 at Louth. Last August some of these
students also went to the Loughborough junior teach-in.
Younger siblings of the existing bridge group, new to senior
school in September, are now joining and being introduced to
mini bridge.
We hope to run an inter school bridge competition in the
spring of 2017 supported by the County Association and
EBED. The County Association can also encourage junior
bridge by allowing youngsters to play for free in competitions.
Encouraging schools’ bridge takes patience but is very
rewarding.

Alford’s Queen Elizabeth Grammar School - new
bridge club session in progress

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Andrew Robson for
becoming player of the year, jointly with his
partner Alexander Allfrey, after winning the
Harold Poster Cup at Eastbourne. Also to Alex
Hydes who won Crockfords Cup, with David Bakhshi & Mike
Bell runners-up, and to Brian McGuire & Mike Davis who
were winners of Crockfords Plate.
At Guernsey there were great results from Tim Gauld who
won the Swiss Pairs and Men’s Pairs and came second in the
Multiple Teams along with his daughter Elle. Elle Gauld was
also third in the Mixed Pairs with Angus Simpson, and
Dominic Flint & Pamela Reiss were second equal in the Swiss
Teams. At the Great Northern Swiss Pairs Heather Bakhshi &
Claire Robinson were fourth in a big field.
Diary dates: 22 Jan, Palmer Bayer Trophy. No Fear Pairs at
2.00pm at YCBC. 5 Feb, Ian Gardiner Trophy. London Teams
of Four qualifier, 11.30am, YCBC. All entries/enquiries to
lmbaentries@gmail.com. 25-26 Feb, Lederer Memorial
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Trophy. Invitational teams at RAC, with spectators welcome.
Enquiries to Ian Payn on 07713 322420.

found at: www.middlesexbridge.co.uk

Norfolk
Manchester
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
WORLD Bridge Games: John Holland & Paul
Hackett represented England in the Seniors
Pairs in the World Bridge Games held in
Wroclaw, Poland in early September. They led
after Friday's sessions, but slipped to ninth place by the finish
on Saturday.
Crockfords Cup: Congratulations to Jason and Justin
Hackett who were members of the winning team in the
Crockfords Cup final held over the weekend of 24–25
September.
Eastbourne Summer Meeting: Swiss Pairs – in a field of
270 pairs Michael Byrne finished 4th while John Holland &
Alan Nelson finished 13th.
Great Northern Swiss Pairs: Tracy Capal & Dave Sherman,
Peter Foster & John Roberts and Kath & Alan Nelson finished
7th, 8th and 9th, respectively, out of a field of nearly 100 pairs.
Cumbria Green Point Weekend: Bill & Joyce White were
second in the Swiss Teams.
Diary dates: 18 Dec– Santa Claus Pairs, Manchester
Bridge Club. 7-8 Jan, Manchester County Congress, Victoria
& Albert Hotel, Water St, Manchester, M3 4JQ. Entries to Jeff
Smith, e-mail jasmith@nildram.co.uk or 0161 702 3773.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
WELL done to David Stevenson, Liz
Commins, Stuart Matthews & Mark Weeks
who won the one day teams event in Derby in
July. David and Liz were also members of the
foursome that won the Open teams at the Scarborough
Congress.
The team of Paddy Murphy, Simon Edwards, Chris Pope
& Andrew Prothero won the North Wales teams event in
October.
Sarah Amos & Andrea Know along with Sheila Shea &
Margaret Barnes won the teams event at the revived WBU
Ladies weekend.
Diary dates: 21-22 Jan, Chester Congress, Deva BC. 5 Feb,
County trials, MBC. 26 Feb, Jean Keen trophy (Ladies’ teams)
MBC. 5 Mar, Eric Howarth GP Swiss teams, MBC

Middlesex
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
AT the World Championships in Poland, Nevena
Senior finished 10th in the Women’s Pairs Final;
Andrew McIntosh 21st in the Open Pairs Final;
Peter Hasenson & David Sherman 29th and
Jonathan Harris & Steve Root 72nd in the Open
Pairs B Final; and Jenny Harris & Steve Capal 21st
in the Mixed Pairs B Final.
Congratulations to Michael Davis and Ben Ritacca on
winning Crockfords Plate and to Jacqui Tobias and Tony
Waterlow on winning the Essex/Herts ODGP Swiss Teams.
Diary dates: 29 Jan, Club Championship Teams of Eight,
12 noon, Pinner Bridge Club. 1 Mar, Championship Pairs
qualifier, 7.30pm, Totteridge Bridge Club. 19 Mar, Middlesex
No Fear Duplicate, 2pm Pinner Bridge Club. On-line entry
and further details of these and all our competitions can be
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www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
ROGER Amey has been granted the EBU Silver
Award for his unstinting contribution to bridge,
most especially in the Norfolk region. This is
richly deserved and we are very fortunate to
have him. Roger has been an NCBA member
since 1970, during which time he has been Country Captain
and Member of both the EBU Board of Directors, and
Selection Committee.
Mike Walsh, the County President, has moved to Devon
and Christine Buchanan has kindly taken over for the rest of
the term. Mike's exceptional skill as a player, and generosity in
being able to play so frequently for the county will be sorely
missed.
This year's Norfolk Teams Championship was won by (the
holders) Roger Amey, Mike Walsh, Matt Millson, Michael
Whiting, John & Julie Aspinall.
Outside the county, Maureen Kimbley & Bogdan Drogby
won the Championship Pairs B final at the Stratford Spring
Bank Holiday Congress, and at the Scarborough Congress
Rob & Rosa Richardson were winners at the Pre Congress
Pairs.

North East
www.neba.co.uk
A LONG journey to Kendal on 24th September
proved very rewarding for one NEBA team. A
splendid performance by David & Margaret
Thompson, Roger & Jill Hancock resulted in an
exciting victory by just one VP in the Cumbria and
Westmorland Congress Swiss Teams (scores given on
websites).
A range of classes for beginners is now commencing
across the region and members who know anyone interested
are asked to direct them to the Secretary for further
information.

Northamptonshire
www.bridgewebs.com/northants/
NORTHANTS was represented in the 2016
Pachabo by Daniel Baines, Robert Miller, Jim
Deacon, Chris Wormleighton.
Diary dates: 22 Jan, Porch Trophy – Open
Two Session Swiss Pairs – Kettering. 2 Apr, Alastair Brodie
Memorial, 1pm, Kettering. 19 Apr, NCBA AGM, 7.30pm,
Kettering. 3 May, NCBA Inter-Club Fixtures Meeting, 7pm,
Kettering. 20 May, One Day Green Point Swiss Pairs. 20 May,
Improvers Mentored Pivot Teams.

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
CONGRATULATIONS to Julia Staniforth
(Retford) and team members Barbara Boaler,
Richard Draycott and Christine Quigley who
comfortably won the Retford Swiss teams event
on 29 May. Retford is a very progressive
Nottinghamshire Club and has just received Charitable
status: check their great website for future events.
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Congratulations also to Retford player Sandy Fulton who
progressed to the last 16 (5th round) in the prestigious Gold
Cup along with team members Dave Robinson James
Thrower and Phil Godfrey. Eliminated by the second seed
team, Sandy says it was huge fun especially playing against the
great Zia!!
After ten days of competition in the Guernsey Congress
long time leaders Gary Hyett (Manchester) & William Crook
(Notts) lost on the final match, by a single Victory Point – so
close but showing great grit and stamina!

Foster Cup at Derby. In the pairs standing Lawrence & Keith
were the winners and Celia & Dave runners-up.
John Hartley and Terry May went to the Isle of Man
Congress where they finished 3rd in the Teams and 4th in the
Pairs.
Jason and Justin Hackett were in the winning team in the
Crockfords Cup.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk

Oxfordshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
THERE were some excellent results at the EBU
Eastbourne Summer Congress. Diana Nettleton &
Matthew Covill’s team won the Mixed Pivot Teams
with Kathy & Denis Talbot’s team 4th. In the Swiss
Teams, Aleksandar Lishkov’s team qualified for the
Four Star Teams A Final. Diana Nettleton, Laura & Matthew
Covill were 4th in the Swiss Teams. Rob Dixon was 7th in the
Mixed Pairs Championship. Kathy & Denis Talbot were 3rd in
the Senior Pairs Consolation final.
At the EBU Guernsey Congress, Jean Squires’ team won
the Multiple Teams and came 3rd in the Pivot Teams.
Robert Procter & Michael Robinson’s team were 4th in the
Swiss Teams at the Essex Congress.
Ed Jones’ team were 3rd in Crockfords Cup. Nick Smith &
Alan Wilson’s team were in 5th place.
Diary dates: 11 Dec, Dawes League v Warwickshire; 15
Jan, Dawes League v Gloucestershire; 22 Jan, OBA County
Pairs Semi-final.

CONGRATULATIONS are due to David Price on
winning Crockfords Cup and on coming equal 6th
in the EBU Player of the Year competition. We also
congratulate Barbara & Malcolm Carey on winning the
Seniors Pairs at the Guernsey Congress.

Surrey
www.bridgewebs.com/surrey
CONGRATULATIONS to Christine Dyer & David
Dawson who were joint first in the Surrey Green
Point Swiss Pairs.
Joint runners up were Graham Sadie &
Richard Granville, and Frances Hinden & Graham Osborne.
Frances and Graham also won the teams together with Jeffrey
Allerton and an out of county player.
Diary dates: 15 Jan, Affiliated Teams of Eight, Richmond.
29 Jan, Mixed Pairs, Oxshott. 29 Feb, Men’s & Ladies’ Pairs,
Oxshott. All events commence at 1pm. Free tea, coffee and
biscuits available.

Sussex
Somerset
www.bridgewebs.com/somerset
WEST
of
England
Congress
results:
Congratulations to Barbara Biggins & Anne
Skinner for winning the Ladies’ Pairs with 64.64%
closely followed by Caroline Macpherson and Gina
Howard 64.27% and Sheena Lanham and Wendy
Miller 61.66%. In the Mens’ pairs Tony Russ and Paul Bowyer
came second with 59.15%. The Mixed pairs was won by Jette
and Alan Bailey with 63.36%. In the Championship pairs
Sheena Lanham and Graham Heal came second with 62.82%
In the SCBA GP event Eric Cummings and Andrew
Urbanski came a commendable equal 7th out of a field of 131
entrants. Mike Smith and Wendy Miller came 9th with 96VPs
In the Western League against East Wales, Somerset A won
their match 20-0, Somerset B lost by 3-17 and Somerset C by
8-12
Diary dates: 7 Dec, Andrew Robson Seminar. This event
is currently fully subscribed. For wait-list information refer to
SCBA website.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to the team of Lawrence
Haynes, Keith Shuttleworth, Celia Day, Dave
Clarke, Marion Jordan and Kevin Sullivan
retaining the cup for the County in the Edgar
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www.sccba.co.uk
MANY congratulations to the following SCCBA
members on their performances at the Eastbourne
Summer Meeting 2016:
Andy Ryder & David Dickson were the highestplaced Sussex pair in the Swiss Pairs, finishing an
excellent 9th= out of 270 pairs.
Oliver Powell & Jon Derrick won the Under-26 Pairs and
Roger Poulter & Pyers Pennant won the Senior Pairs
Consolation Final. Peter Griffin was in the team which won
the Mixed Pivot Teams.
SCCBA offers its huge thanks to Vivian Priday for an
exceedingly generous donation of £5,000 to Sussex Junior
Bridge. This will safeguard the Sussex Junior Bridge Festival
for many years to come.

Warwickshire
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
PETER Oldbury & Leslie Reece won the WCBA
Senior Pairs played at West Midlands Bridge Club
in September
Congratulations to Andy Cope of Coventry
who is the third WCBA junior to be selected for
England Juniors. Liz Gahan of Knowle, Solihull has also been
selected for the Junior Teams Championship in Hluk, Czech
Republic.
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Westmorland
www.bridgewebs.com/westmorland
ANOTHER successful joint congress with
Cumbria County Bridge Association was held in
Kendal in September. Some 32 teams and 70
pairs played in a well organised event seamlessly
directed by Ken Johnson. Winners of the Swiss
Teams were David & Margaret Thompson and
Jill & Roger Hancock by 1VP from Tim & Babs Matthews and
Bill & Joyce White. The Swiss Pairs was won by Bob Loveridge
& Helen Montgomery, 1VP ahead of Bill Alston & Andrew
Petrie. This has become a popular congress in an area of
natural beauty. Next year it will be held in the same venue on
24-25 September.
Northern League teams are struggling this year although
hoping to regain lost ground in the last match. Eight
Westmorland players recently attended the Cornwall County
Congress in Bude, another area worth visiting, with Jeremy
Harris and John Ellwood coming 2nd in the Swiss Pairs (see
picture below).

Jeremy Harris and John Ellwood
come second in Cornwall
Congress Swiss Pairs

Wiltshire
www.wcba.co.uk
WILTSHIRE members supported Somerset's
Weston-super-Mare green point event in
force and Ambrose Holmes-Mackie came first
(with Niall Igoe) in the Men’s Pairs with 63%, Marion
Loudon & Lesley Irvine fourth in the Ladies’ Pairs with 59%
and Liz & Terry Butler third in the Mixed Pairs with 58%. Our
highest ranking pair in the Championship Pairs were Tessa
Attwater & Tony Read coming ninth with 57%.
Things didn't go so well in the Swiss teams though Pete
Webb and Anne Rogan were one half of the team that came in
twelfth.

Worcestershire Café Bridge event organised by Bromsgrove
Bridge Club

Diary dates: 12 Feb, Club Representatives Pairs. 5 Mar,
County Championship Pairs. Clubs are invited to nominate
their representatives for the former but all county members
are eligible for the latter.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
CONGRATULATIONS to the following on their
recent achievements:
Three Yorkshire junior players – Emma Bentley,
Daniel Winter and Dominic Rayner – represented
England in the European Youth Pairs
Championships, played in Liepaja, Latvia.
Yorkshire players Fiona Brown, Sandra Penfold, Brian
Senior, Sarah Teshome and James Thrower represented
England at the World Bridge Games in Wroclaw, Poland.
Brian Senior and Sandra Penfold were in the third-placed
team in the EBU’s Crockfords Cup.
At the EBU’s Northern Midweek Congress, Graham
Jepson, David Fletcher, Frank Littlewood & David Musson
won the Swiss Teams; in the Championship Pairs, George Bak
& Stuart Davies were third. Fiona Brown, with Kent’s Helen
Erichsen, won the Great Northern Swiss Pairs.
At the EBU Guernsey Congress, Janet & Ted Latham were
third in the Swiss Pairs and, with Agnes & Peter Baxter, who
won the Senior Multiple Teams.
At the Isle of Man Congress, Heather Hobson, Roy
Garthwaite, and Janet & Ted Latham were second in the Swiss
Teams.
Diary dates: 5 Feb, Doncaster Swiss Pairs.

2-8 February 2017

BRIDGE OVERSEAS
LISBON CONGRESS
5* Real Palacio Hotel, Lisbon

Worcestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
BROMSGROVE Bridge Club organised a very
exciting charity Café Bridge Event (see photo
opposite) in Barnt Green, open to all-comers, on
6th October. It was supported by a number of
local businesses who donated prizes for the raffle.
Almost £700 was raised for Children in Need and the
participants enjoyed an entertaining day. Leading pairs were:
1st, Carrolleannea Philp & Martin Gill; 2nd, Brenda
Anderson & Sheena Aitken.

www.ebu.co.uk

Open Pairs; Men’s, Ladies’ and Mixed Pairs;
Pivot Teams
Green
Blue
Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams
points

points

Bridge Fees: £138
( 01296 317203 or comps@ebu.co.uk

Attendance at the congress is exclusive to
delegates booking their accommodation
with Bridge Overseas ( 0800 034 6246
8 office@bridgeoverseas.co.uk
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Landmark Promotions
July 2016 – October 2016
Congratulations to
the newly promoted
Premier Grand Masters:
Dr M N Copley, Yorkshire
Mr B Gardner, Kent

Channel Islands

Essex

Regional Master

Grand Master

Life Master

Mrs S G Rankin

Mr P Murray

Regional Master

Regional Master

Mrs A Balderson
Mrs Elaine Cartledge
Mr J W Mills

Mrs J Crispini
Mr R Ingram
Mr D F Waters

Mr T J Connett

Master

Master

Ms Mary Abra
Mr Brian Adams
Mr P A Bibb
Mrs Mel Conquest
Naseer Dashti
Mrs P Dickinson
Mr K Fergusson
Mr P J Gough
Mrs R Tarrab
Mr C B Vertue

Congratulations to
the newly promoted
Grand Masters:

Master

Mr S Barnfield, Kent
Mr P Brereton, Yorkshire
Miss S M Coda, Somerset
Mr I Constable, Gloucestershire
Mr S K Fishburne, Worcester
Mrs S G Rankin, Channel
Islands
Mr A R Suri, Surrey

Life Master

Avon

Mrs K Rawlins-Duquemin

Cornwall
Mr R G S Draycott

Gloucestershire

Master

Grand Master

Carole Reid

Mr I Constable

Cumbria

Regional Master

Lancashire

Regional Master

Mrs H A Kingham

Master

Mrs M Edgar

Master

Master

Mr P Jones
Mrs S Roberts
Dr Anthony Withers

Mrs G Armstrong
Mrs Rita Bradbury
Miss P Brooker
Ms Marie Fox
Mrs Deta Marsh
Mr David Pennington
Mr Raymond Squire
Mrs J Taylor
Ruth Verber

Mrs Joyce McCreadie
Mrs Estelle Savage

Regional Master

Derbyshire

Mr Simon Rye

Regional Master

Master

Mr S F Cave
Mr M Forrest
Mr J Parker

Mr Mark Askwith
Mr Malcolm Clarke
Mrs Rosey Knifton

Bedfordshire
Life Master
Mr D Woulds

Berks & Bucks
Regional Master
Mr A Barker
Mr D Benjamin
Mr Ilan Sirkis

Master

Mr Tony Burbridge
Mr Stephen Jarvis
John Symonds
Mr E Willmott

Devon

Herefordshire

Leicestershire

Life Master

Life Master

Mr Peter Cresswell

Mr D Weller

Mr B Thakrar

Master

Regional Master

Master

Mrs E Drew

Master

Carol Stephens
Mrs M Toon

Ms D Johnston
Mrs Carol Moore

Regional Master

Mr O C Box
Mr. David Brooks
Mrs J Cullum
Mr P Espig
Mr Tim Gay
Diane Oliver
Mr L Williams
Mr M Yates

Life Master

Cambs & Hunts

Mr E Lindqvist

Direct
Mr G F Horscroft

Regional Master
Mr B Brogeland

Master

Regional Master

Dorset

Mr C Campbell

Regional Master

Master

Mr Matthew Phillips
Mrs N I Willis
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Hants and I.O.W.
Master

Regional Master

Mr C Collin
Mr Michael Collyer
Mrs B Felmer
Mr Colin Godbold
Mrs P Mills
Mr Tom O'Kane
Darina Scott
Mr PV Scrivener
Mr Bryn Smith

Pam Bowthorpe
Mr Sam Fairham
Mr N Hutchinson
Mrs S Merryweather

Mrs E Elman
Mr Tony French
Mr Ray Nathan
Mr Brian Ormsby
Dr W Yeung

Hertfordshire
Life Master
Mrs N Abisch
Mr D E Arrighi
Mr Iain Climie

Regional Master
Mr M Wadsworth

Master
Miss Sheila Gabriel
Mrs J E Gates
Mr Derek Gowlett
Mr I Greig
Arthur Smith
Chris Willers

Kent
Premier Grand Master

Master

Mr B Gardner

Mr Bruce Curry
Mrs Denise Maitland

Grand Master
Mr S Barnfield

Lincolnshire
Mrs H Gillatt
Ms Ruby Schnalke

Master
Mr P Batty
Mr M Reynolds
Mr Keith Swain
Mrs S Williams
Mr D W Williams

London
Regional Master
Mr R A Bowley
Mr N Dean

Master
Mrs E Bakala
S Behrens
Mr A F Brett
Mr Len Hatcher
Mr R A Kilborn
Dr V Lesk

www.ebu.co.uk

D Malakova
Mr Simon Scanlan

Mrs Lynda McNally
Mr A Youel

Mr D Hedley-Smith
Mr C Woolf

Mrs C Shipp
Mr PRW Williams

Manchester

Nottinghamshire

Master

Westmorland

Regional Master

Master

Master

Mr Peter Carey-Yard

Mrs A G Adkin
Mr David Beaumont
Mr Tony Garland
Mr Anthony Pettengell

Mr Paul Almy
Mr W Boczar
Mr Charles Campbell
Frances Dalton
Mr Charles Dixon
Mrs Valerie Double
Mrs Gabriella Foldes
Mr Andrew Franklin
Mrs J S Giles
Mr Colin Harkus
Mr M Jackson
Mrs Gill Leese
Cheryl Maritz
Mr I McIntosh
Mrs J McKernan
Mr B Morss
Mr Savas Oratis
Mrs I K C Phillips
Mrs Margaret Pickard
Mr Sam Samji
Ms K Silver
Terry Smith
Mr Ormonde Webster-Smith
Mrs DJ Wills

Master
Mrs S Bailey
Mrs Jean Banks
Dr R Hill
Mr Howard Rosemarine
Mr John Varley
Mr Adam Wiseberg

Oxford
Life Master
Mrs A L Smith

Regional Master

Merseyside/Cheshire

Miss L E Covill

Master

Master

Ms Sue Birdsall
Mr AL Crawford
Mr D G Mead
Mrs Brenda Wood

Mrs G Adams
Mrs J M Ballard
Mr James Bentley
Mrs U J Bowler
Mr Antony Burling
Valerie Goodchild
Mrs Irene Holland
Mrs R Jones
Mrs M Plummer
Mrs Lynda Riecken

Middlesex
Regional Master
Mrs K Lester
Mrs SH Shieff
Mr R Tenzer

Master
Ms L Kenny
Mr D Padon
Mrs M Vora
Mr W R Woodward

Norfolk
Master
Mr Charlie Barber
Mrs B M Everitt
Mr Paul Gilbertson
Mr Terence Turner
Mrs Diane Walker
Mrs Sheila Ward

Somerset
Grand Master
Miss S M Coda

Life Master
Mr D Hoong
Mr A Ridgers

Regional Master
Mr J M Readman
Mr T J Stuttard

Master
Mrs Maria Essen
Dr Glyn Meredith

North East

Staffs & Shrops

Regional Master

Master

Mrs D Barham-Hall

Mrs PJ Allen
Mrs Adrienne Jones
Mrs Ann Law
Mr David Law
Mr G J Wenman

Mrs M Dodds
Colin Mitchell
Mrs Margaret Thompson

Master
Julian Bales
Kathy Banerji
Mr P Beard
Mrs M Jackland
Mrs A Jobes
Mr M Lister
Mrs A Noble
Ms Judith Parker
Mrs K Siday
Mrs M Spencer

Northamptonshire

Suffolk
Regional Master
Mrs J A Havard-Davies
Stella Hjaltun

Mr A R Suri

Life Master

Master

Mr G Hearst

Mr John Blakesley
Mrs G Bunyan
Mr Frank Isack

Regional Master
Dr J Carpenter
Mr R Griffiths

Master
Mrs J Baskerville
Mrs Glenis Curtis
Mrs Carol Eggins
Mr B Fordred
Mrs A Griffin

Worcestershire
Grand Master
Mr S K Fishburne

Master
Mr P B Adams
Mr J G Holton
Mrs P J Mann

Yorkshire
Premier Grand Master
Dr M N Copley

Regional Master
Mrs HJ Kent
Mr RF Penticost

Master
Mr Bill Acraman
Mrs A Bartle
Mr Leiv Bornecrantz
Mr Neil Christian
Mr J Derrick
Ms Alison Finch
Mrs A E Grisenthwaite
Mr M J Hollingdale
Mr P Janes
Mrs Iris Lawrence
Mrs K Marsh
Mr Howard Nunan
Barry Palmer
NM Bert Powis
Mrs Pat Redfern
Mr T Reynoldson

Warwickshire

Mr M J Hodgson

Pam Merrell
Mr P S Nind

Grand Master

Master

Surrey

Mrs S Hands

Regional Master

Mr D Benjamin
Mrs B Cross
Mr D Cross

Mr Arthur Beels
Mr Glyn Button
Mrs S Hull
Mrs Y Minto

Grand Master

Wiltshire
Life Master

Life Master

Master

Life Master

www.ebu.co.uk

Sussex

Mr E G Fall
Ms Diana Smethurst

Mrs Sheena Clarke
Mr A Cope
Mr A Dowdy
Mr Paul Downes
Dr BOB FAIR
Mrs SYLVIA FAIR
Mr Jon Garrett
Mr RAYMOND GIBBS
Mr Keith Hands
Ann Kaye
Mr K Miles
Mr K Pears

Mr P Brereton

Life Master
Mrs K Hall

Regional Master
Mr M Brunt
Mr R Philpott
Mr S T Roswald
Dr Joan Wragg

Master
Ms J Baker
Ms JE Ballans
Mrs Janet Betteridge
Mr KO Bowden
Mrs Betty Bowdery
Mrs Judith Brindle
Miss Rita Duce
Mrs Gillian Emerson
Mr Patrick Gray
Mr Mike Hainsworth
Mrs Patricia Hall
Paul Russell de Haney
Mrs Margaret Herbert
Mr M Hopkins
Mr I Ker
Mr J Key
Mrs J Mitchell
Miss P Palmer
Mr John Reeman
Mr R J Sayles
Mr R Sellers
Alison Speller
Mrs Pauline Stout
Mrs C Vielle
Mr Ralph Walker
Mrs R White
Mr D Winter
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Club Bidding Quiz
Answers to Questions on Page 29
Hand 1
´ A9642
™J863
tA2
®62

W

N

E

Pass
2®
?

Pass
Pass

1NT
2´

S
Pass
Pass
Pass

3´. The five-four spade fit
combined with the two doubletons is worth a
couple of points and so makes the hand worth
inviting game. Partner can choose whether to pass
or go on to 4´.

Hand 2
´K
™ 732
tKJ984
®Q532

W

N

E
1´

S
Pass

?

1NT. Hands with nine high card
points are borderline two-level
change-of-suit responses. If you play a non-jump
2NT rebid by opener as forcing, you need a good
nine to make a two-level response. Here, while the
diamonds are nice, the singleton in partner's suit
and terrible spot cards elsewhere make the hand a
poor nine not a good nine.

Hand 3
´ 652
™–
tAKQ83
® 10 9 6 5 2

W

N

E

S
1™

?

2t. Most of the time when you
have a two-suited hand you do
best to show both suits (here with
an unusual 2NT) because this makes it easier for
partner to judge a competitive auction. This time,
with all your strength in one suit, you simply
show it.
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Hand 4
´ K 10 6 4 3
™QJ3
tAQ76
®Q

click

by Julian Pottage
W

N

link

E
3t

S
Dble

?

4t. You have too few top cards to
expect to make 5t and too many
defensive values to want to bid 5t as a sacrifice.
Since you know that North is going to bid after
South's take-out double, you bid as high as you are
willing to go before the opponents have located
their fit.

Hand 5
´ AQ983
™AQ
tQ752
® A5

W
1´
?

N
Pass

E
2´

S
Pass

4´. If you value the hand using
the Losing Trick Count, you will
count the diamond suit as more
than two losers but the heart suit as not a full loser.
Valuing the hand as worth five losers, it is worth
potting game. If you make a trial bid, this may help
the opponents with the opening lead or subsequent
defence.
Hand 6
´ QJ5
™J
t76432
®AKJ6

W

N
1™

E
1´

S
Pass

?

2™. This cue bid of opener's suit
says nothing about your holding
in the suit. It merely indicates
that you have three-card support for partner's
overcalled suit and that you are too strong for a
simple raise.
r

Please recycle
this magazine when
you finish it

www.ebu.co.uk

Neil Rosen’s quiz on Game Tries from page 10
1

´
™
t
®

ANSWERS

AJ74
73
AJ7
AK95

You are sitting West. What would you bid if the
auction goes:
A

West
1´
?

North
Pass

East
2´

South
Pass

B

West
1´
?

North
2t

East
2´

South
3t

C

West
1´
?

North
2™

East
2´

South
3™

´
™
t
®

2

A J 10 7 4 3
A3
Q62
95

You are sitting West. What would you bid if the
auction goes:
A

West
1´
?

North
Pass

East
2´

South
Pass

B

West
1´
?

North
2™

East
2´

South
3™

3

´
™
t
®

AK3
K J 10 7 3
A962
5

You are sitting West. What would you bid if the
auction goes:
A

West
1™
?

North
2®

East
2™

South
3®

B

West
1™
?

North
2t

East
2™

South
3t

C

West
1™
?

North
Pass

East
2™

South
3t

www.ebu.co.uk

1A Just testing you here with your uncontested
bidding. The correct answer is 2NT. This shows a
balanced game-try with 17-18 HCPs. Do not fall
into the trap of bidding a second suit – this would
guarantee an unbalanced hand.
1B Double – this is an ideal opportunity to make
a penalty suggestion. Partner will pass most of the
time unless they are weak and shapely (for example
a 5-count with five spades would justify removing
the double).
1C
Tough choice between pass or a game try
double. Remember double is not for penalties when
there is no room to bid another suit below 3´. If
pushed I would probably choose double over pass,
but only just.
2A Either a pass or a pre-emptive raise to 3´ are
options here. Do note that 3´ is best used as preemptive since there are a million other bids you can
make if going for a game try. I would definitely
choose 3´ if not vulnerable.
2B 3´ is fine providing partner knows not to push
on to 4´ – which will surely fail most of the time. 3´
is purely competitive – so it seems ideal!
3A You might just take a swing at 4™. But
assuming you don’t, a game try of 3t is available.
Please remember this does not promise any length
or strength in diamonds, it is simply the only game
try available. It is essentially like bidding 3½ hearts
and leaves it to partner whether to bid 3™ or 4™.
3B I would probably bid 4™, since, with the
opponents both bidding diamonds, partner is
marked with short diamonds so it feels like the
hands will fit really well. Assuming you don’t fancy
just bashing 4™ you can involve partner in the
decision by making a ‘game try double’ which
invites them to bid either 3™ or 4™ as they deem
appropriate.
3C Just to show you that the principle applies
whether one or both of the opponents have bid –
thus double is a ‘game-try’ here too.
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Bridge Club Live
Tony’s slam on 17 HCP!

T

he end of December will see the retirement
of Surrey’s Tony Philpott as Club Manager
for Bridge Club Live after 16 years of
running online bridge competitions and
tournaments. Tony started playing bridge in 1956
and was a member of the Selsdon Bridge Club in
Croydon for many years.
Tony began playing in the then EBU Online
Bridge Club in 2000 while living in Thoralby in the
Yorkshire Dales, just a few yards from Wensleydale
Bridge Club which he started in 1986 following
teaching sessions he ran in the Village Hall. He was
the Chairman for nearly 20 years.
Tony had a flair right from the start for organising
and running competitions in formats that work well
for the online environment. Some of his creations
are unique in the entire world of bridge, including a
League of Swiss Pairs, a Handicapped Swiss Pairs, an
Individual Knock-out, and BCL’s most prestigious
event – the Double Elimination Knockout Pairs
based on the EBU Spring Foursomes.
The EBU Online Club merged with an
international club in 2002 to become Bridge Club
Live, but Tony has remained a steady figure
throughout, even when moving from Wensleydale
to Farnham in 2006. In 2010 Tony also took on the
role of Club Manager.
I asked Tony for a memorable hand but he
claimed that the hands he remembered vividly in
great detail were all disasters! He did, however,
enjoy the first board one evening recently at the
Bourne Bridge Club at Farnham:

by Barrie Partridge

N/S Game. Dealer South. MP Pairs
´ 10 8 5 4 3
™ K Q 10 9 4 2
t 7
® 7
´ KJ97
´ AQ62
N
™ A86
™ –
W
E
t 62
t K Q J 10 5 4 3
S
® K 10 6 4
® 52
´ –
™ J753
t A98
® AQJ983

West

North

East

Dble
5t
All pass

1™
5™

4t
6t

South
1®
4™
6™

Over the 6t bid that was made with little
apparent thought, Tony reckoned that with no
losers in either pointed suit, there must be a
reasonable chance of 6™ being there.
With East unable to lead a trump and West
unable to ruff early, Tony’s ‘long-suffering’ partner,
Helen Mitchell, took the ruffing finesse in clubs and
came to 12 tricks in a 17 HCP slam for a top score.
Tony is looking forward to having even more time
to play online bridge with his many friends at BCL
and letting someone else do the organising for a
r
change!

Bridge Club Live, the only UK based online bridge club, offers:
• Fast, fun and friendly bridge in a format
that suits you.
• Drop-in Drop-out Match Point Pairs and
social games
• Individual, Improvers and IMP Pairs
Tournaments, and Teams events
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• Full bidding and play records of every
deal played.
• System cards for new and regular
partnerships
• Discussion forums and members’ reunions
• EBU Master Points
www.ebu.co.uk

A Junior Perspective
Bridgemas Cheer!

click

by Kyle Lam

C

hristmas may be a holiday for most, but for
the juniors there is only a tiny break to open
their presents. Shortly before Christmas the
U26s, U21s and the U26 Womens team will be
treated to an exotic trip to the Young Chelsea Bridge
Club in London.
This year the EBU hosts the Channel Trophy, the
annual competition between the Dutch, the
Belgians and – most importantly – our key rivals –
the French. This competition kicks off the new cycle
and often sees teams reshuffled with previous
players too old to compete, and younger players
progressing from the U21 squad. Keep your eyes
peeled for updates on how our teams are getting on
and, as with any junior competition, there can
certainly be no guarantee of any flat boards.
Meanwhile, I caught up with a few members of
the Junior Squad to ask them about their Christmas
habits. For many of them, Christmas is just a
waiting time until they can play in the Year End
Congress – or for those with more self-control – the
Manchester Congress in early January. However,
bridge never seems to escape their lives even
through the festive period. To the joy (but mostly
despair) of the juniors their love of the game
certainly makes Christmas shopping easier for their
friends and relatives!
For couple Will Roper and Alex Birchall, both
members of the U26 Squad, there is no escape from
bridge-related gifts. Will told me proudly how The
Rodwell Files was an easy choice of gift one year,
though surprisingly met with some disapproval.
Alex’s requests for ‘something shiny’ was certainly
noted in subsequent years with a collection of
brand new books by Victor Mollo!
Bridge-related gifts among the squad are
definitely not wholly intellectual. For Toby
Nonnenmacher, the plea for a bridge book was
acknowledged and dismissed. Instead, he had to
settle for an ‘I Love Bridge’ teddy bear. He assures
me that the bear does not shout at him for making
ridiculous bids, roughly plays to a similar level as his
partner but is not very talkative when discussing the
www.ebu.co.uk

link

hands afterwards. (An investment for the EBU shop
perhaps?)
For those present-givers with less inspiration, the
EBU shop has been a saviour in moments of crisis.
Helen Holmes proudly spoke of her Life is a Game
but Bridge is Serious’ mug which she received from
her partner. It appears that combining a cup of tea
(milk no sugar) with bridge can never go too
wrong.
Finally, those hoping to bribe Squad Manager
Alan Shillitoe to increase their selection chances are
to be left disappointed. He tells me friends
nowadays avoid bridge-related paraphernalia as the
closest anyone has got to success is a bridge-themed
desk calendar. He did speak with envy about a
friend who received a bridge toilet seat for
Christmas but I am still awaiting clarification as to
whether this was purely decorative or one that gave
you declarer play problems. Whether the toilet seat
was in fact a gift from someone or a self-purchase is
apparently still contentious.
With the squad manager impossible to please, I
am certain that if all the team turn up to the
Channel Trophy, on time, without accidentally
handing their passports to a stranger, then Alan will
be more than happy. I suspect a victory will be a big
upgrade from the desk calendar. We shall see . . . and
r
wish them all good luck!
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COUNTY NEWS – LOCAL RESULTS
Avon
www.avoncba.org.uk
THE first county event of the season – the
Non Expert Pairs – was won by Margaret &
Peter Randell.
There are 19 teams entered in three
divisions of the County League and eight
teams in the County Knock Out.

Channel Islands

Dorset
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
CHOPE Salver. 1st James & Shirley Dutton,
2nd Paul Sayer & Rod Marks, 3rd Mike
McMorran & Tim Dunsby. Non expert 1st
Doris Hutchinson & Matt Phillips, 2nd Stevie Parker &
Michael Yeo.

Essex

www.cwgsy.net/community/cicba/

www.essexbridge.co.uk

HIGHFIELD’S Pat Grinstead Hospice Pairs was
won by John & Pat Panter with Aline Staples &
Mary Friswell in second place. The Summer Cup
was won by Sue Rankin. Howard Basden-Smith
came second. Long-time leader Biddy Waters being beaten
into 3rd when Howard and Sue scored 75% together in the
last round!
Victoria BC’s Men’s and Ladies’ Pairs: Men’s, 1st Brian
Youd & Graham Boxall; 2nd Harold Walden & Robert
Brouard.
Ladies’, 1st Sue Rankin & Marion Miles; 2nd equal Jane
Knight & Ann Burnett, Jackie Rumball & June Le Blancq.
In Guernsey the Butler Pairs was won by Daniel McIntosh
from Robert Plumley. The BAM teams was won by Margaret
Allen & Mike Allen. The District Restricted was won by Hugh
Bacon & Martin Jones.

FELIXSTOWE Congress: other notable results.
Qualifiers: 1st E/W, Chris Taylor with David Wing.
3rd E/W, Graham Foster & Ray Clarke. 3rd N/S,
Robert Elliott & Albert Kitchen. Pairs Shield: 2nd,
Graham Olliffe & Keith Thompson. 3rd, John McCoy & Ann
Morgan.

Cornwall

Gloucestershire
www.gcba.org.uk
OVER the summer, the Summer Individual was
won jointly by John Skjonnemand and Ashok
Kwatra, the Summer Teams, in which different
teams are formed for each event, by Tony Letts,
and the Summer Swiss Pairs by Patrick Shields and Richard
Chamberlain. The Geoffrey Paterson Victor Ludorum was
won by by Martin McWilliam. At the start of the main season,
Patrick Shields and Garry Watson won the Men’s pairs, whilst
Val Constable and Alison Pritchard won the Ladies’ Pairs.

www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
LEADING Cornish pairs in the recent Cornwall
Congress were: Peter Scott & Bob Pretty 3rd in
the Championship Pairs with Stephen Crouch &
Margaret Buckingham 4th. Heather Upton &
Sandra Bickerdike finished runners-up in the Consolation
Final.
The county got off to a good start in the Western Counties
League against Wiltshire – both the B and C teams winning
16-4, with the A team losing 7-13.

Cumbria
www.bridgewebs.com/cumbria/
SIXTEEN pairs competed in the recent County IMP pairs
event at Keswick: 1st, Ian Reeves & Ken Johnston (Eden)
+110; 2nd, Robin Rose & John MacLachlan (Ulverston) +68;
3rd, Adam Aitken & Ian Smith (Eden) +66.

Hants and IoW
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
CANDOVER Multiple Teams of Four: 1st Steve
Preston & Miles Cowling, Jeremy Dhondy & Andy
Hughes.

Kent
www.kcba.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to Kay Preddy and
Norman Selway (picture left), winners of the Dyer
Smith Cup (Mixed Pairs) and Sarah and Leigh
Chapman (pictured right) winners of the Hunter
Cup (highest placed married pair).

Derbyshire
www.bridgewebs.com/derbyshire
WINNER of the India Cup was Brian Elliott’s
team (Amanda Sowter, John Sowter and Alastair
Mcance were his team mates).
Winner of the Brigden (2015-16) was Brian
Elliott’s team (John Sowter Roger Mallinson and
Richard Edwards were his team mates).
68 English Bridge December 2016

www.ebu.co.uk

Lancashire

North East

www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
PRESTON Pairs: 1st Bernard & Rhona
Goldenfield. Bolton Congress Ladies’ Pairs: 1st
Rona Stewart & Maggie Lunn. Bolton Congress
Men’s Pairs: 1st Jeff Smith & Andrew Petrie.
Bolton Congress Championship Pairs: 1st Austin Barnes &
Sue Hyman; Bolton Congress Teams: 1st Rodney Lighton,
John Currie, Neil Thomas & Nicholas Greer. LCBA Mixed
Pairs: 1 Jeff Smith & Jackie Pye.

Leicestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
IN the Samani Salver (the Summer KO –
handicap teams of four competition) the
Clarendon North team defeated the Clarendon
South team in the final.
In the Samani Plate (for 1st round losers) the
Loughborough A team will play Hinckley in the final.
The Stanley Trophy (Butler Pairs) – Heat 1 was won by
Steve Fieldhouse & Robert Killip (+60) from Robert
Missenden & Ian Woodward (+27) – both pairs are from
Ashby Club.
League (Club Teams of 8) Very early Divisional leaders
are: Div1 – Clarendon (19/2); Div 2 – Glenfield ‘A’ (18/2 ; Div
3 – Golf (11/1); Div 4 – Bradgate ‘B’ (9/1).

London
www.metrobridge.co.uk
THIS year’s Mixed Pairs Championship was won
by Gilly Cardiff & Corneliu Rimboiu with an
impressive score of 63%. Second were Brigid
Battiscombe & Victor Silverstone and third were
Sally Young & Mike Bell.
The Men's And Women's IMP Pairs in October attracted
a good entry. The Men's event was won by Corneliu Rimboiu
& Ting To, with Simon Gass & Alan Scott second and Mark
Nelson & Liam Sanderson third. The Women's Pairs was won
by Nevena Senior & Brigid Battiscombe, who were well clear
of second-placed Heather Bakhshi & Claire Robinson and
Lyn Poole & Lissie Cocking, third.

www.neba.co.uk
WINNERS of an excellent Cramlington Congress
on 14th August were Aileen Cunningham &
Mary Page (59.09%) from Steve & Georgia Ray
(56.36%) with Sue & Richard Davies (55.91%) in
third place. Clear winners of a sociable but very competitive
Summer Swiss Pairs at Chester-le-Street in August were Peter
Marshall & Jo Lormer with a fine score of 90 VPs (equiv to
75%). Second place was taken by Val Gibson & Liz Muir (83
VPs) and third was Beverley Godfrey & Nichola CockerillSmith (77 VPs). Some 26 pairs contested the Senior Pairs
Championship at Whitley Bay on 18th September. Winners
were Pat Barton & Graham Cox (61.69%) from Frank
Springett & Brenda Osborne (57.29%). Third place went to
Val Ireland & Carole Newton (57.06%).

Nottinghamshire
www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
THE highest ranked Nottinghamshire players in
the July Nottinghamshire Green Point event
were: Graham Kirby & Rob Sharpe 7th in the
Pairs; and Graham Brindley, Clare Batten, Chris
& Dorothy Close 6th in the Teams.
Willie Crooks' team represented Nottinghamshire in the
Pachabo coming 17th out of 26 strong teams.
The first County match saw Worcestershire comfortably
ahead at half time, winning the Porter and Markham, 16-4
and 17-3 respectively, whilst the Dawes team secured a draw
10-10.
Captain Keith Rodgers seeks expressions of interest for
later matches and also for a new cross (Midlands) county
competition – good practice for aspiring county players.
This year the Teams of Four competitions moved to the
summer to avoid clashes with the winter To8.
Congratulations to The Palookas (Lloyd Eagling, Keith
Rodgers, Stan Zygadlo, Ellen Overton, Bill Whalley, John and
Irene Auld) in winning this years competition with second
place comfortably secured by TRYO (Toni Smith, Ant
Pettengell, Maciej Lejman, Jane Hall, Clive Wood, John
Ashworth, Alyson Mclintock, Sylvie Breedlove).

Somerset
Manchester
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
NORTHERN Counties Bridge League:
Congratulations to Manchester on making it
ten wins out of eleven in the A Division of the
Northern Counties Bridge League.

Merseyside/Cheshire
www.mcba.org.uk
THE opening event of the Merseyside League
was a two session Swiss teams which was won
by Fozzy’s Bears (Mike and Sarah Amos, Pete
Foster, John Roberts, Keith Shuttleworth).
The consolation event of the Lady Connell trophy (the
Cheshire Salver) for last season was played belatedly due to
unavoidable circumstances. The winners were Bob Pitts,
Barry Jones, Dave and Jean Keen.

www.ebu.co.uk

www.bridgewebs.com/somerset
The Paul Jones Competition in August was won by
the team made up of Roger Sweet. Jette Bailey,
David S Jones and Alan Bailey.
The winners of the July Barometer pairs were
Caroline Macpherson & Andy Ridgers with
63.46%, runners up Steve Fletcher & Shirley Durant 61.32%.
In the Mixed Pairs in September the winners were Gina &
David Howard 61.28%, with Colin Juneman & Caroline
Macpherson 60.7%.

Staffs and Shrops
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
JOHN Withers retired from the SSCBA
committee at the AGM in September after many
years’ service. Pam Booth-Jones became the new
EBU shareholder taking John Withers’ share
giving her the right to vote on behalf of the County and Terry
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May became the Membership Secretary, John’s other role.
Jane Stirton & Celia Day won the Phoenix Trophy played
following the AGM. The result was decided, after a
complicated tie-break decision, with second place going to
Dom Wilson & Jeff Jones.
Six clubs, Basford, Chasetown, Newcastle, Oswestry,
Stafford and Wolverhampton took part in the SSCBA Sim
Pairs in mid-August. The winners were Penny Grocott &
Albert Pankhurst at Basford, second Paul Leese & Harold
Godwin at Newcastle and third Nat White & Mary Bound at
Oswestry. The next County Sim Pairs event takes place on
Thursday 26th January 2017.
Two trophies were won by SSCBA at the Edgar Foster
Cups on 18th September. Laurence Haynes & Keith
Shuttleworth (Shrewsbury) won, with Celia Day & David
Clarke (Wolverhamption) runners up and Marion Jordan &
Kevin Sullivan (Newcastle) coming 9th. The team trophy was
retained this year by SSCBA.
The next No Fear Pairs event is to be played on Thursday,
23rd February at Wolverhampton.

Suffolk
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
MEN'S Pairs: 1st, David Morran & Julian Lang;
2nd, Andrew Moore & David Price. 3rd, Eric
Newman & Mike Sherer.
Ladies’ Pairs: 1st, Jane Moore & Elizabeth Tora; 2nd, Bim
Wilson & Trissa Orange; 3rd, Helen Mason & Sue Flin.
Felixstowe Congress Pair's Final: 1st, Konrad Mau & Mike
Bull; 2nd, Robert Elliott & Albert Kitchin; 3rd equal, Alan
Sparkes & Eric Campbell with Dinesh Gudka & Cathy
Rowland.
Felixstowe's Congress Pairs Consolation Final: 1st, Val
Mollison & Paul Mollison; 2nd, Richard Creamer & Graham
Horscroft; 3rd, Graham Pollack & Malcolm Pollack.
Felixstowe's Pairs Shield: 1st, Bogdan Drobny & Maureen
Kimbley; 2nd, Graham Olliffe & Keith Thompson; 3rd, John
McCoy & Ann Morgan.
Felixstowe Swiss Teams: 1st, Paul Littlewood & Fiona
Littlewood, Julie Abley & Steve Abley; 2nd, Peter Oake &
Robert Elliott, Alan Green & Frank Morrison; 3rd, Steven
Berg & David Green, Jill Tattersfield & Roger Tattersfield.

Felixstowe Really Easy Inaugural Pairs: 1st, Andy Lewis &
Peter Watson; 2nd Jan Turner & Jean Gaffer; 3rd, Carol
Durston & Sue Cooper.

Surrey
www.bridgewebs.com/surrey
Allan Webber and Mick Edwards won the Dorin
Salver which raised over £3000 for the Banstead
Rehabilitation Centre.

Worcestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
THE county competitions are now in full swing.
The Men’s and Ladies’ Pairs was held on 12th
September. In the Ladies’ Pairs, Jane Morton &
Sue Evans triumphed, with Linda Gervis &
Stephanie Forward in second place. The Men’s
Pairs was in doubt until the final round, but Stewart
Fishburne & Mike Willoughby narrowly edged out David
Thomas & Jimmy Ledger.
Front runners in the current county competitions are:
Phillipps Pairs, Brian Stanley & Simon Harrison; Pairs
Ladder, Mike Willoughby & Stewart Fishburne; Grand Prix
Teams, Half and Half.

Yorkshire
www.ycba.co.uk/
WADDINGTON Cup: The winners were Bill
Barraclough, David Duckworth, Richard Pike &
Peter Waterman.
Olicana Invitational Swiss Teams: The winners
were Mark Armitage, George Bak, Gill Copeland &
Steve Blackburn.
Kath Grimoldby Simultaneous Pairs: 1st, Pearl & Denis
Murphy (Huddersfield); 2nd, Terry Read & Martin Ott
(Leeds); 3rd, Tom Copeland & Alan Hayward (Leeds); 4th,
Frank Leigh & Angela Buckley (Leeds); 5th, Graham Jepson &
Frank Littlewood (Beauchief).
Huddersfield Rose Bowl: A final – Graham Jepson, Dave
Robinson, Steve Blackburn & George Bak; B final – Angela
Booth, Peter Radley, Kevin Hawkins & Denis Murphy.
Garforth Swiss Teams: The winners were John Hayton,
Mike Jackson, John O’Sullivan and Ian Johns.

CHECK OUT THE GREAT HINTS ON THESE ONLINE YOUTUBE VIDEOS

Plan, Count, Plan
by Janice Seamon-Molson
https://goo.gl/tSRAQW

Plan, Count, Plan
by Anas Mestiri
https://goo.gl/M60tBj
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