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From the Chairman

by Jeremy Dhondy

Steering the EBU

click
link

W

ith this issue comes your free EBU diary,
unless you opted out. I hope you find it
useful.

JUNIOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Shortly after you receive this magazine our four
junior teams will be off to China to play in the
World Championships they qualified for in 2017.
We wish them the best of luck and hope they return
with a medal or two. I’d like to take this opportunity
to thank the clubs, counties, companies and
individuals who have contributed to help them go.
Your generosity is very much appreciated and the
Vice Chairman, Ian Payn, has more to say on p58.

NGS
Sometimes players who are experienced and with
relatively high NGS grades express a reluctance to
play with less experienced players whose NGS
grades may be very low. Perhaps these partnerships
may be one of mentor and mentee. It has always
been the case that the lower the NGS of your
partner the lower your score has to be to maintain
your own NGS. Nevertheless that didn’t satisfy
everyone (indeed some did not believe it). We
consulted and then looked at the NGS and made
some changes noted a few months ago and these
can be found at www.ebu.co.uk/ngs-changes-2018.
Essentially, if you, as an experienced player, play
with someone who has only just started to play
competitively, then for their first graded 150 boards
their NGS score will count for them (to help
establish their grade) but not their partner.
I have had it said to me that as many players as
wish should be able to exempt their session from
counting for the NGS. They accept this needs to be
done before the session starts so players can’t
exempt their 35% session but count their 75%
session. Of course if a significant number of players
were to be able to do this then the whole session
might not count for NGS purposes as it needs about
2/3 of players to qualify for NGS. The player who
www.ebu.co.uk

then scored 76% in their session would, perhaps,
not be best pleased. I do keep a gentle eye on my
NGS from time to time but I confess it would never
occur to me to decide who I might play with
according to their grade even if I knew it. Perhaps
this is an example of NAD (NGS affective disorder).

STOP!
Around eight months ago the American Contract
Bridge League got rid of the stop card in all its
tournaments. They left it up to clubs to do as they
wished as the card was a matter of regulation not a
law as is also the case in England. The acceptance of
the card was always significantly lower than it was in
England. It is perhaps something we might
consider. Please note this is about playing the card –
not the procedure where you are required to pause.
It’s a fundamental principle in bridge that you
base decisions on authorised information such as
what your partner has bid or what is in your hand
or perhaps what the opponent has done. You don’t
do it based, for example, on how quickly or slowly
partner has done it. If an auction goes (1´)-Dble(4´)-? and partner thinks for 25 seconds, asks some
questions and then doubles it is not hard to guess he
has not got three trump tricks. The reason you
know is because of his demeanour and speed which
is not something you are allowed to use. The stop
procedure was supposed to even player tempo and
it has done a partial job in this area. Some find it too
difficult to understand why they should bid in
tempo. Given we have had 45 years to get used to
both the procedure and the card do we any longer
need the card itself? Are we all capable of bidding
ethically whether partner waves a large red bit of
card or not? I’d be interested in your opinion. I
think the L&E will consider this with a view to
making a change (or not) next August so perhaps
letting them know how you feel would be helpful.
Writing to jeremy@ebu.co.uk or the editor or the
secretary to the L&E to express your view would be
r
welcome.
August 2018 English Bridge
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by Graham Osborne

Bidding is a give-away

click
link

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ 642
™ 863
t Q 10 9 5 2
®53
KJ983
´ Q 10 7
N
–
™ A 10 4 2
W
E
10 6 2
t 4
S
A K 10 6 4
® QJ987
´ A5
™ KQJ975
tAK87
®2

West
North
Desperate Technical
Dave
Tim
2™
Pass
All Pass

Pass
4NT

East
South
Carefree Optimistic
Chris
Olly
1™
4´
Dble
Pass
5t

D

ave's 2™ bid was a variety of the Michaels
cue-bid but here it showed spades and
clubs explicitly. Carefree Chris jumped to
game in spades and Olly had enough to want to do
something, but unsure what to do she tried a
double.

that West was 5-5 in the two suits shown and having
three trumps as well, Olly deduced that West must
be void in hearts so she led the ™8 from dummy
following with the ™5 from hand when Chris played
low. Now it was a simple matter to knock out the
™A for the rest of the tricks.
What lessons can we learn from this hand? Firstly
two-suited bids are great but be aware that if you
end up defending you have laid out a blueprint for
declarer in how to play the hand. Carefree Chris'
defence was poor. Playing the ®Q to show the jack
was a waste of time because he knew a second
round of clubs wouldn't cash (the cue-bid
guaranteed 5-5 in the two suits).
Chris should have been desperate for a spade
switch which he knew must surely defeat the
contract so perhaps he should try the jack at trick
one to try and wake partner up (either partner must
have the ten or declarer will follow with the ten, so
partner will be able to work out the jack is an
unusual card).
Finally with the known big double fit it should
have been tempting for Chris to bid on over 5t.
This would be very right if either contract made. As
it happens it requires precise defence to defeat 5´.
Firstly, Olly would need to lead her singleton club,
win the first trump and underlead the tAK to put
partner in for a club ruff. As Olly is our hero, she
r
probably would have managed this!

This wasn't a way to try and transfer the blame to
partner if he made the wrong choice but rather an
intelligent way to involve partner in the decision to
either bid a red suit or possibly defend 4´ doubled.
When Technical Tim offered a choice of the red
suits with 4NT, Olly chose diamonds.
Dave led the ®A and when Chris played the
queen, tried an underlead of the ®K looking for a
heart ruff. This was all the help Olly needed. She
ruffed the second round of clubs and drew three
rounds of trumps, finishing in dummy and noted
that West had followed to all three rounds. Knowing
www.ebu.co.uk
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Sleuth’s Quiz

by Ron Klinger

Invaluable switch signal

click
link

YOU ARE PLAYING TEAMS
N/S Game. Dealer East.
´ 10 8 6 4
™ J
t KQ3
® KQ765
´ 92
™ KQ98532
N
W
E
t 876
S
® 3

is suit-preference. When you have 5+ cards in the
suit led, the chances are excellent that you will have
a card which can send the message you want.
Since you want a club switch, you should play the
™2 at trick 1. Since attitude or count are irrelevant
here, partner should read this as a suit-preference
signal.
Partner does not have the ®A, but the club
switch does beat the contract.

How come?
This was the full deal:

West

North

5™

5´

East
3™
All Pass

West leads the ™A. What should East play?
Let’s think about it . . .
How many tricks can you collect in hearts?
Only the one you have already.

Is there any benefit in having hearts continued?
No.

On what should you focus?
How to defeat their contract.

Which means?
Where can we find two more tricks? If partner has
two more aces, there is no problem, but that is
more than you can reasonably expect.

Is there a chance if partner has one other ace?
Yes, if partner has the ace of clubs, you can score
a club ruff as long as declarer has at least two
clubs.

How can you direct partner’s attention to a club
switch?
By your play at trick one. Since a heart
continuation is futile – you know that and so does
partner – it makes sense here to use a suitpreference signal.
Here’s a useful tip. If you are known to hold a 5-card
or longer suit and partner leads, say, the ace or
dummy wins the trick, a good idea is to play that an
odd card encourages the suit led, while an even card
www.ebu.co.uk

N/S Game. Dealer East.

South
3´

´ A7
™ A764
t 542
®9842

´
™
t
®

10 8 6 4
J
KQ3
KQ765
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

92
KQ98532
876
3

KQJ53
10
A J 10 9
A J 10

West leads the ™A and East plays the ™2. West
switches to a club at trick 2. South wins and plays
the ´3. It is vital for West to rise with the ´A and
play another club which East ruffs giving East-West
+100. If West plays ‘second-hand-low’ on the ´3,
East-West would be -650. r

DIMMIE FLEMING AWARDS
Nominations can now be made for a Dimmie
Fleming Award, which recognises those who have
made a significant contribution to county bridge
over a long period. All members can put forward
suitable candidates, but nominations should be
submitted by a County official, to confirm the
approval of the County Committee. See the
website: www.ebu.co.uk/dimmie-2018
August 2018 English Bridge
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ACOLytes - Know the Basics

by Sarah Bell

Opener’s Rebid – Repeating a suit

click
link

T

he last few articles have all been about
opener’s second bid (their rebid). We have
looked at what it means if opener raises
partner, if they rebid some number of no trumps
and if they bid a new suit. This leaves one other
option: repeating their own suit. I’ve left this to last
because it is tricky to understand when rebidding a
suit shows five and when it shows six if you do not
understand reverses, so I advise you to refresh your
memory of these if you aren’t sure about them.

OPENER REBIDS THEIR SUIT AT THE LOWEST
POSSIBLE LEVEL

This shows a minimum-ish hand (not more than
about 15 points) and might show a five or a six card
suit, depending on what responder bid. The
question to ask yourself to work out what partner is
showing is ‘if she had a second suit and 5-4 shape,
would she have to reverse to show it?’ If the answer
is ‘yes’, she usually is only promising five cards when
she rebids her first suit, as she might have a 5-4
shape and a hand too weak to reverse. Have a look
at these hands and decide whether partner is
promising a five or a six card suit. Under what
circumstances might they have five?
1. 1™-1´, 2™
2. 1t-1´, 2t
3. 1®-1NT, 2®
4. 1®-1t, 2®
5. 1™-1NT, 2™
In hands 1 and 4, opener must have a six card
suit. If they were 5-4 they would be able to bid their
4-card suit below the level of two of their first suit –
or raise partner. This means they do not have a
second suit and, thus, must have six cards in their
first one. Note that if you do not open 1NT with
5332 hands you will run into difficulties here, where
you have no good rebid! In hand 2, opener might
have five diamonds and four hearts and insufficient
10 English Bridge August 2018

strength to reverse into 2™. They can’t, however,
have four spades (they would raise) or four clubs
(they would rebid 2®) so they will have six
diamonds unless they are 5-4 in diamonds and
hearts. This sort of inference can be useful later on
in the auction. Hand three is interesting. If
responder would always bid their four-card suit at
the one level, they must have four clubs (they didn’t
bid 1´, 1™ or 1t), so opener can rebid even a very
poor five card suit quite freely, knowing they have a
club fit. Even if partner has bypassed a bad four card
diamond suit to bid 1NT they must still have three
clubs.
Hand five is likely to be more contentious.
Imagine that you are opener here. If you have five
hearts and a four card minor you should rebid your
minor. If you have six hearts you should rebid these.
The problem appears if you have four spades and
five hearts – 2´ would be a reverse and you already
know that partner does not hold four spades. 1NT
showed 5-9 points so with fewer than about 17 you
can pass it (and with more than that you can
reverse) but, as 2™ is more or less just ‘to play’, and
as your partnership cannot have game values if you
bid it, you are allowed to rebid a 5-card heart suit on
this start to the auction if you really think it should
be trumps, even if partner has little in the way of
support. I might rebid 2™ with this:
´
™
t
®

AQ53
K Q J 10 7
732
8

but if my hearts were weak I’d just pass 1NT, such as
with the hand below.
´
™
t
®

AQ53
J 10 7 5 4
K2
Q8

www.ebu.co.uk

OPENER JUMPS IN THEIR FIRST SUIT
This is much simpler! A jump in your first suit
shows 16-17 points and a six card suit, although
you might have slightly fewer values if you have
more shape (for instance a 7th card in your suit). It
is not forcing if partner replied at the 1-level, in
which case partner can pass if they have a poor
hand, so you can’t do it on super-strong hands.

STRONG HANDS WITH NO SECOND SUIT
This is an annoying hand type. If you hold a hand
that wants to game force (18+) facing a responding
hand you would ideally jump in a new suit or
reverse to tell partner about your shape and your
strength. This is tricky if you do not have a second
suit. Most players invent a second suit in this
situation to avoid a non-forcing jump rebid of their
first suit, usually jumping into a 3-card minor:
´
™
t
®

4
A K J 10 8 5
KQ6
A J 10

Having opened 1™ and heard 1´ from partner
you are stuck. You cannot rebid 3™ as you are too
strong. If your shape were slightly different you
might pretend that you had an 18-19 NT but that is
not massively appealing with a six card major and a
small singleton. I would rebid 3®. This nominally
shows five hearts and four clubs with 18+ points,
which is probably the smallest lie that I can tell
about my hand.
Over this partner might bid 3™, which I can raise
to 4™, or 3t and I can then bid my hearts again. If
partner bids 3´ I am not too scared to try 3NT – it
is likely to be the right spot. Note that this means
you must exercise a little caution as responder if
you hold clubs on this sort of auction– try to keep
the bidding low initially and give partner a chance
to rebid their hearts if they have six of them.r

Check you’ve got it! Sarah’s quiz is online, p67

Bridge for All & ACOLytes
The content of ACOLytes may occasionally differ
from Bridge for All teaching materials produced by
EBED, and the author may make some changes
according to personal teaching style. Bridge for All
teaching and practice books can be purchased from
www.ebu.co.uk/shop/bridge-books

www.ebu.co.uk
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Basic Cardplay
Suit combinations - Part 4
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T

his article continues the theme of how to
handle common suit combinations. The
trump suit in the example deal is the focus of
this issue’s discussion. It is a common layout, and it
needs some examination.
North-South bid 1´ – 3´ – 4´ and West leads the
tK. How should you play the hand?

Hand 1. South
plays in 4´. West
leads the tK.

´
™
t
®

9542
K73
A82
A63
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AQ763
AQ4
97
10 8 4

Well, 4´ is a truly awful contract. Your initial
Count and Plan shows there to be three sure losers
(a diamond and two clubs) so you simply have to
avoid a trump loser. The only chance you have is
that East was dealt precisely ´K x, so you must win
the tA, cross your fingers and lead a spade to the
queen. If that wins, and the ´A reveals a 2-2 trump
split, then you can breathe a sigh of relief and claim
your lucky contract.
For the actuaries, 4´ is about a 20% chance – a
2-2 break occurs 40% of the time and on half of
those occasions East will have the king.
Now, the bidding given above is shockingly awful.
If you don’t pass an invitational 3´ on those South
cards, just when would you pass? A tatty 12 points
with an unattractive 5∙3∙3∙2 pattern – you can’t get
a more minimum opening bid than that. The raise
to 4´ is simply wild. So, imagine instead that you
12 English Bridge August 2018

play the hand in the righteous contract of 3´. Just
how should you tackle that?
The situation is different now as you can afford to
lose a spade trick – but not two. Many of the 3-1
trump breaks can be catered for, although those
where West has three spades including the king will
doom you. Still, what play caters for the greatest
number of adverse layouts?
If you haven’t seen this theme before, the answer
may surprise you. The best play is to take the tA
and play a spade to the ace. If all follow small, then
you can cross to table and lead a spade towards the
queen. This way, you make four spade tricks
whenever East has three spades, whenever spades
break 2-2 and also when West has the singleton
king. For sure, you forsake an overtrick when East
started with the doubleton king. Big deal. Here is
the full deal:

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
K
10 6 5 2
KQJ4
J972

9542
K73
A82
A63
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

J 10 8
J98
10 6 5 3
KQ5

AQ763
AQ4
97
10 8 4

The play of the ace in such situations, rather than
the finesse, should be used more commonly than
you may suppose – but it all depends on how many
tricks you require for your contract.
It also may help resolve a nasty second-round
guess when you have the ten. Consider this
combination in spades:
www.ebu.co.uk

´ 9542
N
W

E
S

´ A Q 10 6 3

Suppose you need just four tricks in this suit. And
suppose you play, as players will, a spade to the
queen and it loses to the king. What next? Do you
play for the drop (by cashing the ace) or do you
cross to the North hand and finesse the ten?
Decisions, decisions.
You can resolve this dilemma by preventing it
from occurring – cash the ace of spades first. Should
an honour fall all would be sweetness and light. If
both opponents follow with low cards you cross to
North and lead another spade. If East follows it has
to be the king or the jack – and that makes life easy.
If East shows out on the second round – well, no
line of play would have worked.
The big gain is when West drops the king. With
the traditional quip to your opponents of, ‘Keep
your cards up’, you cross to dummy, finesse against
r
the jack and make all five tricks.

Have you got it?
Paul’s challenge is online, page 74

www.ebu.co.uk
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I

n each of the following hands you are sitting
South. You are playing in a teams match with
IMPs scoring. You should make a plan to give
yourself the best chance of making your contract,
even if that means giving up on the possibility of
making overtricks.
Hand 1
´ Q7
™ K5
t A K 10 9 5
® K863

Hand 2
´ A Q J 10 4
™ A64
t Q 10 6
® 95

N
W

W

AK64
962
Q6
A752

Hand 3
J83
K92
A94
KJ62

´
™
t
®

K6
K73
J54
AQ742

You are declarer in
3NT. West leads the
™Q.
Plan your play.
´
™
t
®

Hand 4
J6
AJ73
K94
Q642

N
W

N
E

W

S

´
™
t
®

E
S

You are in 3NT. West
leads the ´J.
Plan your play.

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
´ K86532
™AKQ4
tQ7
®A

W
1´
?

N
Pass

E
3´

S
Pass

W

N

E

Pass
?

2™1

Pass

S
Pass
Pass

N
E

S

´
™
t
®

ON EACH of the following problems, you are
West. What should you bid with each hand on
the given auction at pairs, Game All?
Julian Pottage gives his answers on page 62.

AKQ64
75
J6
AQ83

You are in 4´. East
opened a weak 2™.
West leads the ™J.
Plan your play.

1

Weak

Hand 3
´–
™ 10 2
t A Q 10 9 3 2
®KQ543

W

N

E

3t

4´

Dble

S
2´1
Pass

Hand 4
´ K84
™QJ7
tK872
® K65

W
1NT
?

N
Pass

E
4NT

S
Pass

W

N

E
1NT

S
Pass

N

E
1™

S
Pass

?
1

Weak

E
S

´
™
t
®

A 10
K98652
A7
J83

You are in 4™. West
leads the ´3, East
plays the ´K. Plan
your play.

David Bakhshi gives the
answers on page 36
www.ebu.co.uk

Hand 2
´ A 10 3 2
™7
tQ932
®KJ74

Hand 5
´ A982
™K7432
t3
® 943

Hand 6
´ Q98
™Q
t J 10 6 5 4
® J 10 5 2

?

W
?
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Traps for the unwary

by
Byrne
Michael Byrne
by Michael

Roman key-card Blackwood, Part 3

S

o far in our exploration of RKCB we have
looked at identifying which suit is trumps (the
last bid suit) and making pass or correct sign
off bids, as well as asking for the queen of trumps.

kings. The king of trumps has already been counted,
so there are now only three left.

When we started this topic several issues ago it
was because we had been looking at bidding grand
slams, and we shall have a look now at what
happens after the initial key-card ask.

When you give a 0 response partner pretty much
always signs off. A one king response will
occasionally elicit a grand from partner but a 2-king
response normally will (as a matter of frequency
partner often has the other one). If partner ever bids
5NT and you hold all three kings then your partner
should be bidding a grand slam (otherwise why has
he bid 5NT?) but you might still respond 6´ as
partner will normally be in a better position to pick
the final contract.

When you are thinking of a grand slam it is
generally because one hand has enormous playing
strength and needs to know only about the missing
controls. For example:

You’ll recall from previous articles that when
partner bids 5NT he is always inviting a grand slam
and you are allowed to leap to seven (rather than
showing kings) if you have a source of tricks.

This month we are going to finish our look at
RKCB by looking at some more interesting wrinkles
as well as times when you can break some of the
rules.

´
™
t
®

K832
AKQ852
A2
6

Partner opens 1´. It is reasonable to launch into
RKCB (especially if 1´ is likely to be a 5-card suit).
If you hit a 5´ response (two and the queen) then
you can take a stab at 7´ without even asking for
kings as the singleton club and the powerful heart
suit will give you enough tricks.
However, in the absence of such shapely
monsters, you might need to ask for kings. The good
news is that when you do this the responses are the
same as they were before we took RKCB on board:
5NT:

6® = 0 kings
6t = 1 king
6™ = 2 kings
6´ = 3 kings (This will lead to a grand
slam automatically)

You’ll note I haven’t said what to do when you
have four kings – that’s because there aren’t four
16 English Bridge August 2018

Consequently it is very important that every time
you bid 5NT you must make sure you have all five
key-cards between you and the queen of trumps.
This point cannot be stressed strongly enough, if
you bid 5NT without enough key-cards you will
often find yourself getting too high.

WHEN DO YOU NOT NEED THE QUEEN OF
TRUMPS?
Our final look at RKCB sees us look at a topic that
is entirely logical but not discussed very often.
When I started the series of articles I quoted a
pair of hands missing the ace of clubs and with this
trump suit:
´ AK954

W

E

´ 8732

‘Don’t bid a slam’ I said ‘as a 2-2 trump break is
against the odds – barely 40%’.
´ AK954

W

E

´ Q873

This trump suit is perfect, losing a trick just 5% of
the time.
www.ebu.co.uk

However – what would happen if you held this
trump suit?
´ A K 10 9 5 4

W

´ 8732

E

Now the missing three trumps will break 2-1 78%
of the time, more than enough to justify playing in
a small slam, indeed you might even want to be in a
grand slam if that’s all that it depended on.

slam and he bids 4NT to check on key-cards. West
should reply 5´, showing two key-cards and the
queen of trumps. East will now bid a small slam,
expecting just the one missing ace to be the loser.
West is justified in showing the queen as he
knows about the ten card fit, since his partner’s
transfer bid shows five spades and he holds five
himself. Similarly if you have a 6-4 fit (or more!) it
will be right to show the queen.

The moral of the story is this:

The Dos and Don’ts of using RKCB

When you know you have ten trumps between
you, you may count your side as having the queen of
trumps and bid accordingly. The full hand might be
this:
´
™
t
®

A K 10 9 5 4
A3
K5
KQ7

W

´
™
t
®

E

8732
KQ8
A863
J3

Do

remember to discount the king of trumps
when answering a 5NT bid asking for kings,
as it has already been accounted for.

Do

be prepared to show the queen of trumps
if you are sure you have a ten card fit
between you.

Don’t bid 5NT to ask for kings without holding
all five key-cards and the queen of trumps
between the two hands.

Don’t worry about missing the queen of trumps
West
1´
4NT
6´

when you have ten trumps between the
hands as it will drop often enough to
r
make your slam a good contract.

East
3´
5®
Pass

When West discovers partner has an ace he goes
straight to a small slam, knowing that at worst it will
need a 2-1 break. (If partner had the jack of trumps
then you would be able to cope with 3-0 onside as
well, now the odds rise to close to 90%)
Sometimes it will be the responder who knows of
the ten trumps and he might have to change his
response accordingly:
´
™
t
®

A 10 6 5 3
KJ
AKQ
QJ5

West
2NT
4´
?

W

´
™
t
®

E

K8742
A32
5
K973

East
3™
4NT

West opens 2NT and breaks the transfer when his
partner bids 3H showing a spade suit. With an ace
and two kings East is well justified in looking for a
www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge Fiction

by David Bird

The matron’s explanation

click
link

T

he Headmaster felt inordinately tired. The
other masters resented the size of his salary,
compared to theirs, but did they realize how
much work his role entailed? Once an ordinary
master had taught for a year or two, he could relax
for the rest of his career, trundling out the same
lessons to different sets of boys. His own days were
packed with arduous and important work from
dawn to dusk. He was also expected to participate in
extra-curricular activities such as bridge, playing in
the school orchestra and cheering various school
football and cricket teams.
‘I opened Three Clubs, Headmaster,’ said the
Reverend Benson. ‘The boy passed and it’s your call.’
The Headmaster peered across the table. ‘I’m
aware of that,’ he replied. ‘No bid from me.’
This was the board before them:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer East.
´ AKJ6
™ KQ6
t A653
® A8
94
´ 83
N
J987432 W E
™ 10
S
KQ8
t 972
2
® K Q J 10 7 6 5
´ Q 10 7 5 2
™ A5
t J 10 4
® 943

West
North
The
Neil
Headmaster Phillips
Pass
Pass

Dble
6´

East
Reverend
Benson
3®
Pass
All Pass

South
John
Hutson
Pass
4´

The Headmaster led the ®2 and down went the
dummy. ‘I hope this isn’t too much,’ said Neil
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Phillips. ‘It’s a whale of a hand for a protective
double.’
John Hutson considered his prospects. He had a
certain loser in diamonds, even after discarding one
on the third round of hearts. How on earth could he
avoid any club losers? ‘No, it’s not too much,’ he
informed his partner.
The fourth-former won the club lead in the
dummy and drew trumps in two rounds. He then
took his three heart tricks, throwing a club from his
hand. ‘Small diamond, please,’ he said.

The Headmaster won declarer’s tJ with the tK
and paused to consider the lie of the diamond suit.
If the boy had started with only tJ-9-x, he would
have played the t9, hoping to force an honour. It
seemed he must have tJ-10-x, in which case a
diamond return from the queen would give him the
contract.

The Headmaster was too tired to calculate the
effect of the only alternative, giving a ruff and
discard. With a resigned sigh he returned a fourth
round of hearts. ‘Ruff with the six,’ said John
Hutson.
The young declarer discarded a diamond from his
hand. He then called for the tA and ruffed a
diamond in his hand. When the suit divided 3-3, he
crossed to the ´J and discarded his last club on the
13th diamond. The slam was his.
The Headmaster caught his partner’s eye. ‘What
did you have for your vulnerable three-bid?’ he
demanded.
‘I had a solid suit only missing the ace,’ the
Reverend Benson replied. ‘I held a singleton, too.
Why do you ask?’
‘Just pass next time, will you?’ continued the
Headmaster. ‘Hutson only had 7 points. If you pass
and Phillips opens 2NT, there’s no way they would
get to a slam.’
‘But with seven hearts you’d have opened 3™,
www.ebu.co.uk

surely?’ said Benson. ‘You don’t need a solid suit in
third position.’

The Headmaster beckoned for the next board to
be brought into position.

‘You think minus 1100 in 3™ doubled would be a
good idea?’ demanded the Headmaster. ‘Even these
undisciplined boys wouldn’t open 3™.’

‘It’s not at all likely, of course,’ Götel continued,
‘but to beat the contract you must lead exactly the
diamond jack. This would kill my diamond entry
before I can use it.’

A few rounds later the Headmaster faced Stefan
Götel and the Matron. This was the first board they
played:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer West.
´ KQ3
™ A 10 7 6
t 10 5 4 2
® AK
A94
´ J 10 7 5 2
N
KJ92
™
8543
W
E
S
AJ973
t 8
5
® 983
´ 86
™ Q
t KQ6
® Q J 10 7 6 4 2

West
The
Headmaster
1t
All Pass

North
The
Matron
Dble

East
Reverend
Benson
Pass

The Matron reached for the Headmaster’s curtain
card. ‘Ah, look, your diamonds were headed by the
A-J-9,’ she informed him.
The Headmaster sat back wearily in his chair. Did
she think he had poor eyesight?

‘The t10 was in the dummy,’ continued the
Matron. ‘I was reading about this only yesterday. in
Madge Warner’s column. Your jack and nine of
diamonds surrounded my 10. Only a ‘surround
r
play’ can beat the contract!’

South
Stefan
Götel
3NT

The German master rated his hand as too strong
for a 3® response. He bid 3NT and the Headmaster
led the t7.
Götel considered the likely lie of the diamond
suit. The Rule of Eleven placed East with one card
higher than the 7. If this was the 9 or 8, dummy’s 10
would win the first trick. If East’s card was the tJ,
what then? If he won with the king or queen, he
would have no entry left to the blocked clubs. If
instead he ducked and the tJ was a singleton, East
would cross to the ´A, allowing West to play ace and
another diamond. ‘Play the ten, please, Matron.’
When dummy’s t10 won the trick, Götel
unblocked the ace and king of clubs. He then led a
another diamond to the queen and ace. The
Headmaster could do no better than to return a
diamond. Declarer won with the king and cashed
five club tricks, ending with an overtrick.

Stefan Götel turned smilingly to his left. ‘Did you
spot a rather interesting point there, Headmaster?’
he asked.
www.ebu.co.uk

TOP TEN CLUBS ERRATUm
Although the clubs were named in the correct
order in the June issue, West Midlands climbed
one place, Stamford and Tunbridge Wells both
climbed two places. An extensive list can be
found
on
the
EBU
website,
be
www.ebu.co.uk/topclubs2018
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Heather’s Hints

by Heather Dhondy

Discovery play

click
link

P

laying teams, South opens 1™ and West
overcalls 1´. North makes a negative double
suggesting the minors, and South makes a
natural 1NT rebid, 15-16 HCP with a spade stopper.
West has another go with two spades, but North
knows that there are game values and at this
vulnerability would prefer to try 3NT than attempt
a penalty. 3NT ends the auction.
N/S Game. Dealer South
´ 763
™ Q7
t K Q 10 5
® KJ65

trick short without establishing the other minor suit
and West’s spades are now running. What is the
alternative?
The bidding will also tell you that West has a sixcard spade suit, and therefore East’s queen is a
singleton. If you duck the opening lead, East will be
unable to continue the suit. Whatever East switches
to you are now a tempo ahead. One of West’s aces
will be gone and you will still have two stoppers in
spades. If spades are continued you can drive out
the other ace whilst still holding a guard in spades.
This was the full deal:

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AJ5
AK53
J98
Q 10 9

West

North

East

1´
2´

Dble
3NT

Pass
All Pass

South
1™
1NT

The lead is the ´10. You play low from dummy
and East puts up the queen. How do you plan the
play?
The bidding should tell you that the two minor
suit aces are with West. If West did not hold both
aces, they would not have had the strength to bid
twice, and would probably have started with a weak
jump overcall. The good news about this is that
your jack of spades becomes a second stopper, so
should you take this trick and continue about your
contract? The problem is that you will drive out one
ace and West will continue with spades, and even
though you have been given the jack, you are still a
20 English Bridge August 2018

´
™
t
®
K 10 9 8 4 2
J 10 6
A4
A2
´
™
t
®

763
Q7
K Q 10 5
KJ65
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

Q
9842
7632
8743

AJ5
AK53
J98
Q 10 9

Finally let’s consider the opening lead. West surely
knows that partner will not have an entry. However,
he holds two in his own hand which means that in
order to defeat the contract declarer will have to
have just two stoppers in the suit. It doesn’t matter
what you lead if partner holds Qx or Jx, however if
partner holds a singleton queen or jack, you must
start with the king to ensure that, if this is ducked,
you have retained the lead. The problem with
leading the ten on the above deal is that you would
need to use up one of your entries in order to
continue the suit, and declarer had sufficient time to
establish both minor suits. It is also crucial to lead
the king if dummy holds either a singleton queen or
www.ebu.co.uk

jack, making it a much more promising lead than
the ten, and would have left declarer with no chance
on this hand. The only time it is wrong is if all three
honours are held between declarer and dummy, and
the ace is doubleton.

HEATHER’S HINTS

D I’ve said it before, but this is another hand
where listening to the bidding is crucial to
your line of play. It tells you both where the
high cards are, and also the distribution of the
opponent’s suit. It is tempting to guarantee
your second stopper in the suit by winning
trick one, but if you count your tricks, that is
insufficient for your contract. The second
stopper is equally guaranteed by ducking, if
you remember that the suit led is known to be
dividing six-one.

D Sometimes you need to deviate from the
standard opening lead in a suit. Consider how
you are going to beat the contract. On this
hand, the only way is to establish spades and
to establish them in two goes. If declarer holds
the ace, queen and jack between the two
hands, and none of them are falling singleton,
you won’t be able to beat the contract, so you
might as well hope for a singleton queen or
jack in dummy, or for partner to hold either
the queen or jack, which may be singleton. In
either case you must lead the king.
r

ChANgES AT ThE EBL
The European Bridge League holds elections
every four years for its President and Executive
Committee and the most recent ones, in June at
the European Championships in Ostend, were
the most hotly-contested ever with three
candidates for President and 22 for the
Executive.
Jan Kamras from Sweden, standing on a
platform of transparency, good governance and
financial sustainability, was elected President,
defeating former President Yves Aubry and
Belgian Bridge Federation President Marc de
Pauw. The twelve-strong Executive Committee
members come from a range of countries and
now includes six new faces, with Israel being the
only country represented twice.
www.ebu.co.uk
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by Chris Chambers

Partner opens one-major, they intervene

A

significant reason for five-card majors being
as widespread as they are is that the
problems of intervention are reduced. That
applies as much to the weak no trump base
considered here as for strong no trumps or indeed,
strong club systems. Establishing the presence – or
absence – of a major-suit fit is top priority and
much of bidding directly addresses that.
Simple (non-jump) intervention does not
inconvenience a single raise. When a simple raise is
right on values, it is invariably best in an
uncontested auction and especially in competition.
As your left-hand opponent might raise the
overcaller's suit, it is essential that any fit in opener's
major be confirmed – or denied. Even with slender
values or in dangerous situations, responder should
announce a fit if one exists. When responder passes,
opener almost mentally deletes the possibility of 3card support.
With support and values in excess of a single raise
responder will want to jump. That's undoubtedly
right holding four-card support (or more) but what
about three? While knowing the size of fit is
important in constructive auctions, it is crucial in
competition; unless you distinguish between 3-card
and longer support, partner will misjudge the
combined offensive/defensive orientation. Fewer
trumps between you and partner mean fewer
ruffing tricks when you declare but top cards are
more likely to take tricks when you defend.
Over non-jump intervention we are typically
considering eight-loser hands, say 9-11 (poor 12)
HCP, no shortage and a 4-4-3-2 shape. Had righthand opponent respectfully passed, responder
would have bid a new suit and subsequently raised
opener to three-major. That is a fragile approach
after intervention; either right-hand opponent stole
the bidding space or left-hand is about to.
The answer is to enlist the cue-bid – bidding
overcaller's suit – to distinguish trump-support in
limit raises. This is a ripe area for conventional help
22 English Bridge August 2018
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and serious partnerships devote many sequences to
expressions of raises using 2NT and jumps in unbid
suits in addition to cue-bids (leaving only 1NT and
non-jump new suits to deny support!). For the time
being keep jump raises as with no intervention, 4+
support and values, and use the simple cue-bid for
3-card raises and mark for development.
A few examples should make it clear – have a go
at these. In each case, you must respond to your
partner's major opening, after your right-hand
opponent's action (shown in parenthesis).

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
1´-(2™)-?
Q54
10 8 3
A 10 7 6 4
86

´
™
t
®

Hand 4
1´-(1NT)-?
Q54
32
K864
10 9 8 6

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
1´-(2™)-?
Q54
10 8 3
AQ864
K6

´
™
t
®

Hand 5
1´-(3®)-?
Q54
J 10 8 3 2
K64
K6

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
1´-(2®)-?
Q54
10 8 3
AQ864
K6

´
™
t
®

Hand 6
1´-(3t)?
KJ54
AJ83
64
KQ9

1. 2´. The same bid as without the intervention –
there should be no temptation to do anything
else. Indeed, 2´ would be indicated even had 1´
only promised four.

2. 3™A. A cue-bid raise. With a fourth spade there
would be little wrong with 3´, except perhaps
with ´Q854 ™1083 tAQ64 ®K6, some would say
with 7½ losers, it is a slight underbid. An eightcard fit plays much less well and ‘raising to the
three-level with three trumps’ via bidding the
opponent's suit fits the hand nicely.
A

3™ is an artificial bid and should be alerted. If
opponents ask its meaning explain, ‘shows 3-card
support and values for the 3-level at least’. Notice
it doesn’t promise any particular holding in the
enemy suit.
www.ebu.co.uk

3. 3®A. I again favour the cue-bid raise. True, 2t is
possible – as you would have bid had North
passed – but against active opponents this could
go wrong. ‘Support with support’ is a sound
mantra.

4. 2´. This might look a little dangerous and it
could be; overcaller has spade cards and 15-18
HCP. The upsides are that it will help partner to
compete when, worried about the weight of
spades over her, she otherwise would not – and it
disrupts the opponents' auction. They know they
have one spade stop but is it enough? How will
they develop invitational hands? The raise makes
life difficult and your modest but well-placed
high cards should prevent a disaster; let them sort
it out. But if you're happier reserving actions like
this for when you're non-vulnerable, that's fine
too.

5. 3´. A stretch. Had your left hand opponent
passed you would probably err on the side of a
single raise (8½ losers) but it would be
parsimonious to pass here. Partner will know you
might reach up one level and you are likely to
only have three trumps. If you had another spade,
it wouldn't take much redistribution of honours
for 4´ to be right, say ´Q542 ™KJ1032 tK6 ®62.

6. 4tA. Here you have the goods. 4t simply says ‘I
am bidding 4´ to make, but if they bid again, we
double them or bid on’. As before, the cue-bid

doesn't promise a control (ace, king, singleton or
void) but it may help the partnership find slam.
Does the cue-bid promise four trumps here? No,
though more likely. As at lower levels, East
shouldn't search for another fit when she knows
of one already. Cramped for space at higherlevels, showing strength with a cue-bid is more
descriptive than an uninformative jump to
game. The alternative (with say 3·4·2·4) would
be double (accenting hearts); it could get murky
if South raises diamonds.
Last, 4t should be alerted. After the opening
bid, if any of the next three calls is artificial it
should be alerted regardless of level.

CHRIS’ SUMMARY

D As responder with three-card support, raise
opener whenever you can.
D Use the 3-level cue-bid of overcaller's suit (or
2´ if they have spades) to show only three
trumps and values for (at least) the 3-level.
D If the only cue-bid is at the 4-level it says
‘we're bidding game to make’.
D When you're comfortable with simple cuebids, consider using jump-cues as shortages
and support and jumps in new suits as that
suit and support. There's a long menu of
r
support options.

ADVERTISEMENTS
ALTHOUGH staff of English Bridge and the staff of
Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English
Bridge) take reasonable precautions to protect the
interests of readers by ensuring as far as practicable
that advertisements in the pages of English Bridge are
bona fide, the magazine and its publisher, the
EBU, cannot accept any undertaking in respect of
claims made against advertisers, whether these
advertisements are printed as part of the magazine,
or are in the form of inserts. Legal remedies are
available if redress is sought, and readers who have
complaints should address them to the advertiser,
should consult a local Trading Standards Office
or a Citizens Advice Bureau or their own solicitors.
Members should ensure when booking holidays
that they take suitable precautions to protect
their booking: check the company is part of a
relevant organisation (e.g. ABTA); take out
suitable travel insurance; pay at least £100 by
credit card. Readers should note that prices
advertised may not be accurate due to currency
exchange rate fluctuations or tax changes.

www.ebu.co.uk

LICENSED BRIDGE
WHEN you see the ‘LB’ sign in an advertisement in the
magazine, it means that:

•
•
•
•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and
received, a licence from the EBU.
They may choose to give Master Points in accordance with
EBU scales.
These Master Points will be accepted and added to player
records.
The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations and
bye-laws, thus affording all players the protection of
playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU.

All county events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Members playing in events licensed by another
National Bridge Organisation will not be able to have Master
Points credited to their records save for events in Wales,
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, New Zealand
and Australia. The conversion of Green Points to Gold Points
will only happen at English events, the BGB Gold Cup and
Home Internationals.
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Great Bridge Disasters

by David Burn

The last board

click
link

Y

ou are playing the last board of the 2018
European Teams Championship. You, unlike
the opponents, are vulnerable. Your partner
deals and opens 1´, playing five-card majors and a
strong no trump. The next hand passes and your
hand is:
´
™
t
®

10 5
A9743
542
952

What call do you make? Would it make a
difference if your 1NT response was systemically
forcing?
The situation at the top of the table in the Open
event was very tight. For a long time Israel held the
lead over the other 32 teams, but Norway had staged
a remarkable fightback from a position where all
hope seemed lost. With this final deal to come Israel
held a lead of some fractions of a Victory Point, so
Norway needed something good to happen to them
or something disastrous to happen to Israel. Or
both, of course.
It fell to the holders of the rather miserable
collection above to determine the destination of the
gold medals and the title of European Champions.
Those who bid succeeded in keeping their
opponents out of a game they could make; those
who passed saw their opponents bid that game. But
sometimes at bridge, what appears to be a triumph
can turn out to be a disaster. This was the full deal:
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´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer West.
´ 3
™ KQJ8
t 963
® K 10 8 4 3
AJ98642
´ 10 5
N
65
™ A9743
W
E
KQ
t 542
S
Q7
® 952
´ KQ7
™ 10 2
t A J 10 8 7
® AJ6

Israel confronted Hungary in the final match, and
needed to avoid calamity. When they held the
North-South cards they were given free rein:

West
Dumbovich
1´
Pass
All Pass

North
Bareket
Pass
2´

East
Winkler
Pass
Pass

South
Lengy
Double
3NT

West led a spade to East’s ten and declarer’s…
well, I told you that North-South were in a game
they could make, but to do this South had to duck
the first trick. On winning an eventual spade he
could knock out East’s ™A and later finesse against
West’s ®Q. But why on earth would anyone do that?

www.ebu.co.uk

Lengy, naturally enough, won the first spade and
played a heart, assuming from the bidding that West
had ™A – a view about the clubs could be taken
later.
Of course, East won the heart and returned a
spade, giving West six tricks in the suit. Down three,
150 to Hungary. At the other table East kept his
opponents out of game:
West
Padon
1´
2´

North
Hegedus
Pass
3t

East
Birman
1NT
All Pass

South
Szegedi
2t

Declarer did pretty well to take eleven tricks, and
that meant seven IMPs to Hungary. Now Norway
had to avoid disaster in the match against Italy, and
their North-South pair came safely through the
minefield:
West
Donati
1´
2´
3´

North
Livgard
Pass
3t
All Pass

East
Duboin
1NT
Pass

South
Aa
2t
Pass

When declarer, quite reasonably on the bidding,
chose to lay down ´A instead of using his entry to
dummy for a finesse, he went down two for 200 to
Norway. Finally:
West
Brogeland
1´
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
Bocchi
Pass
2®
3™

East
Lindqvist
Pass
Pass
Pass

South
Sementa
Double
2NT
3NT

The Italian South treated his hand as too strong
for a protective 1NT, and he reached the
theoretically-making game. But of course he didn’t
make it – like his Israeli counterpart he won the
opening spade lead and played a heart. Three down,
150 to Norway, eight IMPs and, a short while later,
eight gold medals to their players, captain and
coach.
r
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MARTIN HOFFMAN
1929 – 2018
Martin was not just an outstanding card player, he
was also incredibly fast. Once, playing his teammates, I took about 10 minutes on a terribly
difficult hand, receiving a unique rebuke from Gus
Calderwood for being slow! I went two down. In
the other room Martin took about two seconds to
find a 100% play.
His books on card play, starting with Tales of
Hoffman, were not only very instructive but also
incredibly entertaining and gave a flavour of the
life that he led. His successes were numerous, not
only with stars, but also producing fabulous
results with quite ordinary players. Sponsors
queued up to partner him, although he was not
always forgiving of partners’ errors. However,
when Martin partnered Fritzi Gordon, beside
whom her lady partner Rixi was a lamb, he was
quiet as a mouse for the whole session.
Those who have read his autobiography will
know that he was a holocaust victim and survived
Auschwitz. It is impossible for others to imagine
such horrors and their effects, and certainly
Martin held no trust for security or savings. As a
bachelor, his love of ‘investing’ in horses and dogs
meant he often relied heavily on his friends, who
never failed him.
His marriage to Audrey changed that. Over
forty years, she ensured that he had emotional and
financial security for the first time since his
childhood. But she never wanted to prevent him
being Martin. He continued to play professionally
on the London circuit, regaling partners and
opponents alike with often repeated jokes and
rebukes about card play. His bidding, always more
instinctive than technical, did evolve somewhat
towards Solo, but his magical handling of the
dummy never faltered. Fittingly, he played bridge
until the day he died, passing away in his sleep that
evening.
by Steve Eginton
The full obituary can be read on:
www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/martin-hoffman
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If you could add one thing . . .

by Neil Rosen

Low-level doubles 2 – Support doubles/redoubles

click
link

H

aving examined low-level doubles last time
we will extend it to Support Doubles (and
redoubles). Initially devised by America’s
Eric Rodwell I should reiterate that they better
complement a Strong No Trump system rather
than Acol.
The idea is to use them when a partnership opens
and responds, followed by an intervention –
overcall or double – to give great clarity as to our
support as opener for responder’s suit. A double
shows 3-card support for partner’s suit, provided
we are still able to play at the 2-level. Bidding
responders’s suit shows 4-card support:
W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1™

S
1´

The scene is set:- here, a double would show 3card heart support (any strength or type of hand at
this stage), whereas bidding 2™ guarantees 4-card
support. Obviously the 2™ bid limits the opener to
minimum values (usually either a weak no trump
with four card support or clubs and hearts). You still
have the usual 3™ bid available to show strength, or
the unassuming cue bid if you play it.
Do note that Support Doubles only apply when
you can still play in partner’s suit at the 2-level.
Therefore:
W
1®
Dble

N
Pass

E
1™

S
2´

Here it is not a Support Double, since there is no
safety net playing at the 3-level in a 4-3 fit. With
modest minimum hands you would simply pass. A
double here reverts to simply being for take-out
rather than support, with some extra values.

STYLE ISSUES
Getting used to the idea of support doubles will
take some getting used to:
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´
™
t
®

Assuming you are playing a
strong no trump, you open 1®
and the auction continues:

Q42
A4
K76
QJ953
W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1™

S
1´

The correct call is pass. Don’t be shocked if
partner alerts this since in principle the pass
suggests a maximum of two cards in hearts.
With 4-card support you would be expected to
support by bidding 2™. With 3-card support you
would be expected to double (support double).
Hence without three you can either bid 1NT or
pass. Bidding 1NT should not in my judgement be
bid on an unsuitable minimum. Either a maximum
(13-14) or a well-placed double-stopper would be
my recommendation.

ARE THEY COMPULSORY?
Are you obliged to make a support double when
holding 3–card support and a grotty minimum
weak no trump or some such? I certainly don’t
think so. If you feel you have a bad hand and they
remove the obligation to rebid by overcalling then I
feel the best way to describe it is to pass! Radical!
A compromise is that they are pretty much
compulsory when the opponents bid at the 1-level,
but you can use your discretion when they overcall
at the 2-level. This is the arrangement I have in most
of my partnerships. Also if holding something like:
´
™
t
®

K5
764
76
AKQ542

W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1™

S
1´

I don’t mind at all if you decide to bid 2® here
rather than making a support double. Surely the
club suit is the important feature to mention – when
www.ebu.co.uk

playing a short club or some variation it is always
nice to be able to show ‘real clubs’. Holding a
stronger hand:
´
™
t
®

K5
A64
76
AKJ542

If they overcall 1´ as before you
might take a two-step approach
and double first to show three
hearts then compete in clubs on
the next round.

WHAT IF THEY OVERCALL 2® WHEN YOU
HAVE OPENED 1® (POSSIBLY SHORT)?
It is very important to agree whether a double
shows 3-card support or clubs! I strongly
recommend it shows 3-card support (a huge winner
on frequency grounds). With good clubs you can
either stretch to bid 3® or pass. Indeed two topclass teammates of mine had a major
misunderstanding on this recently, so it shows you
simply must discuss this with your regular partner.
Using Support Doubles means partner is well
able to judge further competition, whether partscore, game or even higher, knowing the precise
nature of the combined trump fit.
There will be occasional situations when you
make a support double, the next person passes and
responder only has a 4-card suit. They are basically
compelled to ‘rebid it’ even with four cards. At least
you have a 4-3 fit and are not getting beyond the 2level which is usually a small price to pay.

SUPPORT REDOUBLES
W
1t
?

N
Pass

E
1´

S
Dble

Redouble = 3-card support, 2´ = 4-card support
These can act in a very similar way to Support
Doubles. Some people choose to play Support
Doubles but not redoubles – it is a matter for
partnerships to decide. I recommend both – why
not? Once you start I’m sure, after a few teething
problems, you will enjoy them and see your
competitive bidding really start to improve.

FREQUENCY
Playing a strong NT system clearly you will have
loads of hands that open 1®/t which are actually
12-14 no trump type hands, not to mention the
hands when you also have a natural suit to open.
These auctions are therefore coming up a
tremendous amount, so are really worth persevering
with.
By arrangement, even though Support Doubles
usually resolve major suit responses, you can play
them after 1® – 1t auctions when they overcall a
major:
W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1t

S
Dble

Redouble = 3 diamonds, 2t = 4-card support

Consider the following auction:

ACOL PLAYERS
W
1®
?

N
1™

E
1´

S
2™

If you play that responder has shown five spades
for their 1´ bid, then support doubles do not apply.
They were devised to allow the partnership to
resolve trump length issues – so are not needed
here. Simply bid 2´ with three or four trumps and
reserve a double as take-out – no hardship at all.
If the opponents overcall 1NT:
W
1t
?

N
Pass

E
1´

S
1NT

It is very important to remember that Support
Doubles do not apply here. You are simply doubling
for penalties – as always – with no reference to
spade length whatsoever.
www.ebu.co.uk

While you might like the sound of some of these
ideas (who am I kidding?) I really encourage you
not to adopt these methods. There are other handtypes which really need describing as we discussed
last article.

FURTHER AREAS FOR DEVELOPMENT
Let’s just take one auction and see how many
bids/definition can arise:
W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1™

S
2t

Dble = 3-card support, any strength; 2™ = 4-card
support, minimum values; 2´ = natural, reversing
values; 2NT = 18-19 points (with or without three
hearts is probably best in my opinion); 3® = nice
hand, 6+ clubs, usually fewer than three hearts; 3t
= unassuming cue bid, 16+ with four hearts; 3™ =
stretch raise, 13-15, typically 4 hearts and shape.r

Check you’ve got it!
Neil’s online quiz is on page 68
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by David Gold

Weigh up all the evidence

click
link

O

ne of the things I love about bridge is the
detective work that goes into playing and
defending. You will have various pieces of
evidence which will sometimes give you a definite
solution or the answer most likely to be right.
Recently, sitting South, I picked up this hand,
playing pairs against good opponents with nobody
vulnerable:
´
™
t
®

A5
A Q J 10 8
10 7 5
K 10 3

raised but I do not need to worry about that yet.
I start by drawing trumps, LHO follows twice and
discards a spade, RHO has three hearts. I end in
hand and play a spade towards the jack. West wins
the queen as East fumbles ever so slightly and plays
the ´8. Without much thought West cashes the tA
and plays another diamond. I win the king, discard
my last diamond on the ´J, East following with the
´9 and ruff dummy’s last diamond to see if
anything interesting happens. East follows with the
´
™
t
®

My partner opened 1®, I responded 1™ and LHO
overcalled 1´. Partner doubled which showed three
hearts (see Neil Rosen’s support doubles on page 26)
and I made a practical bid of 4™.

–
–
–
AJ87
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

J76
K97
K92
AJ87

W

E
S

A5
A Q J 10 8
10 7 5
K 10 3

Obviously the contract is home and dry but if I
can work out who has the ®Q, I can make a
valuable overtrick. So, I play detective:
So far I know 10 of West’s cards and nine of
´ K Q 10 3 2
™ 63
t A83
®

My LHO led the ´K and partner tabled:
I won the first trick with the ace as my RHO
played the 4 (standard count).
The contract is in good shape. I can draw trumps,
play a spade towards the Jack which will give me
nine top tricks. The diamond ace is likely to be
onside as spades are probably 5-3 and RHO hasn’t
28 English Bridge August 2018

–
J
–
K 10 3

jack and West follows small. The position is now:

N

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

W

E

´ 984
™ 542
t J64
®

East’s:

West does not need the ®Q for his overcall and
East would probably not raise even if they held the
tQ and the ®Q since that would give them a very
www.ebu.co.uk

poor 3343 5-count so to find the ®Q I need to look
deeper…

When West won the ´Q, RHO fumbled slightly
and played the ´8. RHO is also a good player. I
suspect that with tQJxx he would have played the
´9 on this trick as a suit preference signal for
diamonds. I have a feeling the slight fumble was
deciding to play the ´8 and not the ´9 because they
do not hold the tQ. Also LHO switched very
quickly to the tA. With Axx might they think about
´
™
t
®

K Q 10 3 2
63
AQ83
xx

W

E

´
™
t
®

am pretty sure West has only two clubs and RHO
has four. Since the club queen is irrelevant to the
bidding (LHO would bid 1´ without it and RHO
would not raise even if they held it) I should simply
play the hand with four clubs to have the queen
Love All. Dealer North. 4™ by South
´ J76
™ K97
tK92
®AJ87
´ K Q 10 3 2
´ 984
N
™ 63
™ 542
W
E
t AQ83
t J64
S
® 96
® Q542
´ A5
™ A Q J 10 8
t 10 7 5
® K 10 3

984
542
J64
xxxx

switching to a low diamond to give me a guess?
These two clues incline me to place the queen of
diamonds on my left:
I still do not know for sure where the ®Q is but I

since they are clearly more likely to hold that card.
Thus I play a club to the ace and a club back to the
ten which holds. I make 11 tricks and an 89%

CAN YOU DESIGN DECEMBER’S FRONT COVER?

R

emember this one?

Can you make a seasonal item that would be
suitable for the picture on the front cover of
December 2018’s English Bridge?
It might be a photo, it might be something
hand-made, or designed on the computer. If you
would like to craft a masterpiece, submit a great
photo, or are a whizz with computer design and
have an idea for something fun and colourful,
please send photos of your showpieces via email
to lou@ebu.co.uk.
There’s oodles of time - the
deadline is 15th October, but
put your thinking cap on now!

The EBU members’ magazine – December 2017 – Issue 274

www.ebu.co.uk

There’s no need to do
anything beyond the picture
in the middle - I’ll put the
writing on and, if necessary,
do some basic work on the
photo.
August 2018 English Bridge
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by Alan Mould

O

pening leads are often subjective and
virtually any opening lead can be successful
some of the time. However, bridge is in
many ways a game of percentages and therefore
certain leads will gain more often than others. In
each issue you will be given three hands and the
bidding on each, and you are asked to choose your
opening leads from those proposed by our
Quizmaster. Answers will be in the next issue. In
each problem you are on lead as West.

makers of playing cards since 1824

( 020 8661 8866

QUIZ

Note that, in a variation from my usual style, all
hands this issue are Pairs (matchpoint) scoring.
Hand 1
´ 8732
™ J7632
t 83
® K6
South
West
North
2®1
Pass
2t2
2NT
Pass
4NT
6NT
All Pass
1
Acol style, 2 Negative/waiting

East
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™3; (c) t8; (d) ®K/6.

HHHHH

Hand 2
´ A K 10
™ 10 7 5 4
t Q 10 3 2
® K5

An attractive twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards is
the prize on offer. For information on Piatnik
cards visit:
www.gibsonsgames.co.uk/cards
There are TWO categories in our competition: up
to and including Master, and those with higher
ranking. Please indicate the category for which you
are entering with your answers. In the event of a tie,
the winner from each category will be randomly
selected. The editor’s decision is final.
Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz,
Raggett House, Bowdens, Langport, Somerset,
TA10 0DD
or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
by 28 August 2018.
Please make sure you include your full postal
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail!
ANSWERS TO JUNE’S QUIZ: Page 40
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South

West
1NT1
4´
Dble
1
12-14, 2 Both majors

North East
2®2
3NT
All Pass

Choose from: (a) ´A/K; (b) ™4; (c) t2; (d) ®K.

HHHHH

Hand 3
´ 53
™ Q754
t 10 9 8 7 3
® 54
South
1NT1
Pass
1
12-14

West
Pass
Pass

North East
3NT
Dble
Redble All Pass

You are on lead to a redoubled contract. Not many
points resting on this opening lead then. No
pressure….
Choose from: (a) ´5; (b) ™4; (c) t10; (d) ®5.

www.ebu.co.uk

Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

AUgUST 2018
WEST hANDS

AUgUST 2018
EAST hANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

´ AQ76
™ 952
t QJ9642
(Anoyrkatis)
® –
* North opens 1®, South negative double

1. Game All
Dealer North

´ 10
™ A K Q 10 7 6
t 74
(F Karamanlis)
® Q973
* North opens 3´, South bids 4´

2. Game All
Dealer North

3. N/S Game
Dealer North
(Leeming)
* North opens 3®
4. E/W Game
Dealer East
(Dhondy)

´ A7
™ 42
t QJ9
(M Karamanlis)
® AKJ854
* North opens 3´, South bids 4´

2. Game All
Dealer North

´
™
t
®

K Q 10 8 6 5 2
K5
10 6
K2

3. N/S Game
Dealer North

´
™
t
®

AKQ43
A2
753
AK5

4. E/W Game
Dealer East

´ 9852
™ A K 10 5
t A74
(Marks)
® A7
* If possible South bids 1t, North bids 1NT

5. Love All
Dealer North

6. E/W Game
Dealer North

´ K J 10 8 5 3
™ Q 10 4
t 10
(Dhondy)
® A74
* North opens 1®, South negative double

1. Game All
Dealer North

´
™
t
®

A K J 10 4
A8762
A 10
9

(Zia)
* South bids 3®
Did you beat the experts? – Page 48

(Tuus)
* North opens 3®

(Anoyrkatis)

´
™
t
®

J
AJ832
AQJ
J 10 8 3

´
™
t
®

8
Q4
A J 10 9 8 6
9863

´ AK
™ J43
t 6
(Chodacki)
® 10 9 6 5 4 3 2
* If possible South bids 1t, North bids 1NT
5. Love All
Dealer North

6. E/W Game
Dealer North

´
™
t
®

832
K4
Q862
Q852

(Jansma)
* South bids 3®
Did you beat the experts? – Page 48

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
n AUGUST 2018
3-7
9-18
10-12
15-19
21-23
31-2

EBU Summer Festival, London
World Youth Team Championships, China
Really Easy Congress, Stratford-upon-Avon
EBU Summer Festival, London
Northern Midweek Congress, Harrogate
Junior Teach-in, Hertfordshire

1-2
3-7
7-9
7-16
8-9
8-9
8-10
14-16
15-16
15-16
15-16
18-21
22-6
22-23
22-23
28-30
29-30
30

Crockford Finals, Solihull
EBED Autumn sims, various clubs
European Mixed Team Trial
Guernsey Congress, St Peter Port
Bedford Congress, Wixam Village
U26 Championship Pairs, London
Isle of Man Congress, Douglas
Cornwall Congress, Bude
Cumbria & Westmorland GP Weekend,
Kendal
Essex & Hertfordshire GP Weekend, Ware
Premier League, 1st w-e, mixed venues
Oxford Festival of Bridge, Oxford
World Championships, Orlando, Florida
Derbyshire GP Weekend, Spondon
Surrey GP Weekend, Guildford
West of England Congress,Weston-s-Mare
Great Northern Swiss Pairs, Leeds
Metropolitan Cup, East Grinstead

1-4
6-7
8-14
13-14
19-21
27-28
27-28
27
28

British Autumn sims, various clubs
Felixstowe Congress
Andalucia Overseas Congress, Cadiz
Gold Cup finals, YCBC, London
EBU Autumn Congress, Daventry
Malvern Congress, Claines, Worcs
Premier League, 2nd weekend, Solihull
Lancashire Congress, Brierfield
Lancashire Congress, Blackburn

2-4
2-4
3-4
8-10
17-18
24-25

Seniors Congress, Gloucester
NEBA Congress, Gateshead
Premier League, 3rd weekend, Solihull
Champions Cup, Eilat, Israel
Tollemache Cup Qualifying, Daventry
Middlesex Congress, Barnet

8-9
14-16
15-16
27-30
28-30

European Mixed Team Trial - playoff, tba
Junior Channel Trophy, Lille, France
Seniors’ Teltscher trials, Solihull
Year End Congress, London
Blackpool Year End Congress, Blackpool

n SEPTEMBER 2018

n OCTOBER 2018

n NOVEMBER 2018

n DECEMBER 2018
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EBU CONGRESSES AND COMPETITIONS
All events are Green Pointed unless stated
Enter via 01296 317203, comps@ebu.co.uk or at www.ebu.co.uk/members
less experienced players – below
Really Easy Congress ForMaster
and lower than a Jack
10 – 12 August
Hilton Warwick/Stratfordupon Avon

Pairs & Team competitions – BP
Saturday morning lesson
Sunday Swiss Pairs – BP

Northern Midweek
Congress

Stratified Championship
Pairs

21 – 23 August
Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate

Stratified Swiss Teams

(Tues & Weds)
(Thurs)

Guernsey Congress
7-16 September
Les Cotils, St Peter Port

Great Northern
Swiss Pairs

Weekend Swiss Pairs & Teams
Weekday Pairs – BP
Midweek Senior events
Pivot Teams – BP

Swiss Pairs
(12 rounds, Sat & Sun)

Improvers Swiss Pairs – BP

29 – 30 September
Hilton Hotel, Leeds

(Sun, 12 - 4.30pm, incl lunch)

Overseas Congress

Open Pairs – BP

4* Iberostar Royal Andalus

Swiss Pairs, Swiss Teams

Men’s, Ladies’, Mixed Pairs – BP
8 – 15 October
Pivot Teams – BP
Chiclana, Cadiz, Andalucia

Two Star Pairs
Swiss Pairs
Teams of Four
Championships

Autumn Congress
19 – 21 October
Mercure Hotel, Daventry

Seniors Congress
2 – 4 November
Hallmark Hotel, Gloucester

www.ebu.co.uk

Championship Pairs
(qualifying rounds are BP)

Swiss Pairs
Swiss Teams
BP – Blue Pointed

Ask Robin

Compiled by Robin Barker

Trouble at the table

click
link

J

anet Foot asked, ‘Could you please tell me
whether Gerber has to be alerted? Some
players alert it and others do not. My
understanding is that it should be alerted on the
1st round.’

You are right: Gerber is alerted on the first round
only. EBU Blue Book 4B4:
Once the auction is above the level of 3NT, no calls are
to be alerted except for:

As a player you can point out that an
alert/announcement is wrong – but the opponents
will not always react well! You can also tell the
Tournament Director and see what they say.

M

ichael Hatton writes, ‘If the bidding
goes:

West
2´ (weak)

North
Dble

East
Pass

South
2NT

(a) Artificial suit bids above 3NT made before the
opening bidder's second turn to call (ie the first bid
and the next three calls).

then the 2NT bid (Lebensohl - less than 8 points
or game values with no stop in spades) would be
alerted.

By contrast, 4NT is never alerted, even on the first
round.

‘If the bidding goes:

P

hil Rattenbury asked, ‘I am constantly
coming across instances where players are
opening three of a suit and their partner
either alerts, says, ‘weak’, or does both.
‘To me, an opening bid of three of a suit which
shows that suit and that suit only, is neither
alertable nor announceable. However, some
players think that, because it is a weak bid, it may
have a potentially unexpected meaning (making it
alertable).
‘There is no specific guidance in the Blue Book
about these openers. It tries the patience of other,
perhaps more experienced, players at the table.
And when they try to point out that the bid
neither requires alerting nor announcing, some
players feel that they have done nothing wrong:
acrimony has been known to flare up, causing the
director more problems.’
Three bids which are natural and weak is the
expected meaning and should not be alerted, nor
announced – there is no announcing of 3-level bids.
There is a case for alerting 3-bids which show 10+
or which could be on 5-card suits – these are the
sort of things that are unexpected.
34 English Bridge August 2018

West
2´ (weak)

North
Dble

East
Pass

South
3®

where 3® shows 8+ points and 4+ clubs then
should the 3® bid be alerted? At the table I didn't
alert and raised 3® to 6® which made. Afterwards
the opposition told me that I should have alerted.
‘A further query is how much detail/alerting must
be given if Stayman and Transfers after an
opening 2NT are treated a little differently to
what might be more normal?’

West

North

East

South

2´ (weak)

Dble

Pass

2NTA

Alert: 2NT Lebensohl is artificial.
West

North

East

South

2´ (weak)

Dble

Pass

3®A

Alert: the fact that it shows values is unexpected; a
minimum response to a takeout double might be
expected to be weak.
West

North

East

2NT

Pass

3®

South

Announce Stayman if the 3™/3´ responses show 4card suits.
www.ebu.co.uk

Alert if the responses are different or show 5-card
suits, so you should alert your ‘modified stayman’.
West
2NT

North
Pass

East
South
3t/3™ (transfer)

If the suit transferred to is 5+ cards the correct
announcement is hearts/spades after 1NT or 2NT,
not transfer. It does not mean that all responding
hands with 5+ cards in a major will bid the transfer.

S

teven Bliss asked, ‘Lots of players open rather
light in third position, especially when not
vulnerable, and their partners know that
they do. If the opening bid in third seat could be
well below the normal level of an opening bid,
should it be alerted? This week a player opened
one heart with ´8 ™K7432 tJ42 ®A963. Eight
points, a poor suit, no exceptional distribution
and well below the rule of 19. Should partnerships
that could open as light as this alert the opening
bid? PS they didn't stop us getting to 4´!’
There is nothing in the Blue Book which says that
light opening bids should be alerted. There is a
requirement that lighter opening bids in
third/fourth position be disclosed on the system
card; and there are tick boxes on the EBU 20B card
encouraging disclosure of any special agreements
involving different values in particular positions (eg
light openings in third seat). The expectation is that
players are not surprised that third-in-hand openers
may be light. The regulations allow an agreement to
open on 8 HCP.

L

inda Souter asked, ‘I thought that the
Director couldn't cancel a board once the
cards had been removed (eg in cases of slow
play) but I cannot find the rule in the rule book.’

Although it is generally considered undesirable for a
TD to do this, the power to ensure the orderly
progress of thegame (Law 81C1) allows the director
to cancel a board in extremis. If it is 10:59pm and
the caretaker is turning out the lights then the TD
will have to cancel any boards in play.
Also, if the TD announces that no boards are to be
started and a table nevertheless starts to play a
board, then the TD may cancel the board.
www.ebu.co.uk

K

eith Goswell asked, ‘In Law 30B of the
2018 code the penalties for an opening bid
out of turn appear to have been relaxed
somewhat.

‘Playing at a recent congress I stupidly opened
the bidding when my partner was dealer. We called
the TD who applied what I believe was the old
sanction after LHO declined to accept. I was
allowed to change my bid but partner was silenced
for the rest of the auction so I punted something
and the bidding finished there.
‘I later quietly and politely queried ruling with
the chief tournament director who confirmed it
was correct. Were they right under the current
rules?’
I understand that yours was the first call but your
partner was the dealer, and your LHO did not
accept your bid. So the bid was cancelled and the
auction reverted to dealer.
Under the old laws, your partner would be
silenced for the entire auction, starting with their
initial action as dealer, and you would be free to bid
but you would likely have to guess a final contract.
Under the 2017 laws, your partner (dealer) makes
their normal initial call – but is not allowed to know
about your bid; then if (at your turn) you make a
comparable call the auction continues without
penalty; if you do not make a comparable call, your
partner is silenced for one round.
I am sure that you (having looked up the laws)
can tell which set of laws the TD was applying!
All you could have done more is to ask the TD (or
the Chief TD) to read you the law they applied from
the law book (and check the date on the cover).
Unfortunately, many TDs continue to rule in
accordance with the laws they first learnt – all we
can do is to try to re-educate them when we can. r

R

obin Barker is the EBU’s Deputy Chief
Tournament Director. He is editor of
the White Book and looks forward to
answering your questions. Please email
him – robin@ebu.co.uk.
The author, English Bridge and the EBU are
not responsible if the information provided is
incorrect or incomplete.
August 2018 English Bridge
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Heffalump Traps

by David Bakhshi

Answers from
page 14
Hand 1

´
™
t
®

J 10 9 5 2
10 7 4
J842
Q

´
™
t
®

Q7
K5
A K 10 9 5
K863
´
N
™
W
E
S
t
®
´ AK64
™ 962
t Q6
® A752

83
AQJ83
73
J 10 9 4

You are in 3NT. West leads the ´J.
You have reached a normal 3NT contract, and have
also avoided a potentially troublesome heart lead.
Can you take advantage of this and ensure that you
do not suffer an adverse swing?
You begin with eight top tricks, and need just one
extra trick. This can be guaranteed by playing on
Hand 2

´
™
t
®

83
QJ952
K2
K J 10 3

´
™
t
®

A Q J 10 4
A64
Q 10 6
95
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ K6
™ K73
t J54
® AQ742

link

diamonds, but are there any dangers that you need
to be aware of?
There are sufficient entries to both hands, so you
can win the ´Q, then attack diamonds. Missing six
cards, you would typically cash the tAKQ and play
for the tJ to drop. However, if diamonds are not 33, and West holds the tJ, then there is a risk that
West will win the tJ and switch to hearts. This will
lead to defeat if East holds the ™A.
This outcome can be avoided if South seeks to
avoid losing the lead to West (the danger hand).
South can succeed by leading the t5 to the tQ,
then leading the t6 to the t9. If East wins this trick
with the tJ, then South can win any return – a heart
lead may mean losing one more before gaining the
lead – and cross to the ®K to cash the remaining
three diamonds in the dummy. If the t9 wins then
declarer will win at least nine tricks without having
encountered the issue of West winning the lead and
switching to hearts.
longer be safe to lose a club trick to West. There is a
better suit to tackle to make the extra trick.

9752
10 8
A9873
86

You are declarer in 3NT. West leads the ™Q.
You have eight top tricks, so need just one extra
trick. Clubs may appear to offer the best chance,
with an extra trick available if the club finesse
succeeds, and the possibility of winning at least one
more trick through length. You could therefore
choose to win the ™A and lead the ®5 to the ®Q.
However, if this loses to the ®K West can continue
hearts and upon winning dummy’s ™K, it will no
36 English Bridge August 2018

click

With three sequential cards in diamonds, and
only two higher cards missing, an extra trick can be
guaranteed in diamonds. This has to be achieved
whilst losing at most two heart tricks, so South has
to guard against hearts dividing 5-2 or 6-1. She
should therefore duck the first trick. If West
continue hearts South can win in either hand and
lead a small diamond. If West wins the tK and
plays a third heart to dummy’s ™A, then a second
diamond is led. With East holding the tA, he can
win and switch to clubs, but South wins the ®A and
cashes a diamond for her ninth trick. If West ducks
the first diamond, East can win the tA, but has no
more hearts to lead. He can switch to the ®8, but
South can win the ®A and lead another diamond to
West’s tK. West can only cash the ®K before giving
the lead back to South who now has at least nine
winners. The contract would only be defeated if
West held both the tA and the tK in which case
hearts could be established and then cashed before
South wins a diamond trick.
www.ebu.co.uk

Hand 3

´
™
t
®

10 9 7 2
J4
KQ873
10 4

´
™
t
®

South can trump, he hopes that his partner will be
able to overtrump. How high should South ruff?

J83
K92
A94
KJ62

´
™
E
W
t
S
®
´ AKQ64
™ 75
t J6
® AQ83
N

5
A Q 10 8 6 3
10 5 2
975

You are in 4´ after East opened a weak 2™. West
leads the ™J.
Even though you have plenty of points it is not
always easy to go plus after the opponents have preempted, so it is worth taking care to ensure the
success of your contract.

It does not help to play the ™K on the first trick,
so West’s ™J is allowed to win. West will now lead a
second heart to East’s ™Q, and East should try the
effect of playing the ™A. Even though he knows that

Hand 4

´
™
t
®

Q983
Q 10 4
J83
A 10 7

´
™
t
®

J6
AJ73
K94
Q642
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

The good news is that there is a neat solution
available. South should simply discard the t6 on
the ™A. West will also discard, but if East now plays
a diamond or a club then South can win and draw
trumps, and if East plays a fourth heart, then this
can be trumped in the dummy (overtrumping if
necessary). Declarer can again draw trumps at this
point. Thus the ‘loser-on-loser’ play of throwing a
diamond on the third heart ensures that South will
not lose a trump trick.
discards, you can take a marked finesse against
West’s ™Q, and draw all three of West’s trumps. You
now need to make an extra trick from clubs.

´
™
t
®

K7542
–
Q 10 6 5 2
K95

A 10
K98652
A7
J83

You are in 4™. West leads the ´3, East plays the ´K.
With 10 trumps between your two hands, you
expect to have nine winners and need to win
another trick without losing four in the process. You
beat East’s ´K with the ´A, and should plan to draw
trumps. Does it matter which high card you play
first?
If hearts are 2-1 it will not matter, but if they are
3-0 you will need to promote the ™J by leading
towards it (whilst retaining the ™A). You should
therefore play the ™K at trick two. When East
www.ebu.co.uk

South can expect West to also be void of hearts, so
if she trumps with the ´6, then West will
overtrump, and in the fullness of time, the
defenders will win a diamond trick to defeat South’s
contract. Having figured this out, South may
instead trump with the ´Q. This will guarantee
winning this trick, but does it ensure that the
contract will be made? If spades split 4-1, then a
trump trick will have been promoted for the
defender with four spades (likely to be West), and a
diamond trick will still have to be conceded.

If you lead clubs yourself, it will not be possible to
win a trick if the defenders use the ®K to beat the
®Q and the ®A beats the ®J. However, if the
defenders can be forced to lead clubs for you, then
you can guarantee a winner. You first need to
eliminate their safe options, so at trick five you lead
the t4 to the tA then lead back to the tK and
trump the t9 in your hand. It is now safe to exit
with the ´10.

West can win the ´Q, but is faced with a series of
unappealing options. Playing a spade allows you to
trump in the dummy and throw a club from your
hand, whilst switching to the ®A followed by
another club ensures that you will win a club trick
on the second or third round of the suit. If West
leads the ®7 (or the ®10), then playing low from
the dummy also ensures a club winner at some
point. If East wins this trick with the ®K then
returns a club to West’s ®A, you can win the third
round of clubs, and if East does not play the ®K
r
then you can win the ®J on the first round.
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2018 Teltscher Trophy
by David Bird
Scotland wins Teltscher Trophy

click
link

T

he 2018 Teltscher Trophy (the senior
Camrose) was contested at the Beaufort Park
Hotel, near Mold in Wales. England was
represented by Sandra Penfold, Norman Selway,
Tony Forrester, David Kendrick and Brian Senior.
They faced Scotland when this potential slam deal
arose:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer South.
´ AK72
™ Q42
t AK765
® 4
10 9 6
´ 4
N
853
™ 10 9 7 6
W
E
10 9 2
t QJ843
S
K962
® AQJ
´ QJ853
™ AKJ
t –
® 10 8 7 5 3

West
Sime

North
Selway

East
Matheson

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

2NT
4®
4NT
5™
6´

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
Penfold
1´
3®
4™
5t
6™

Selway’s 2NT was Jacoby, showing a game-forcing
hand with at least four spades. Roman Key-card
Blackwood located one key-card, then the ´Q and
the ™K. How would you play this excellent slam
when West leads the t10?
Sandra Penfold chose to establish the North
hand. She ruffed the diamond lead, crossed to the
´A and ruffed a second diamond with the ´8. It was
then essential to lead a club, clearing a route to the
38 English Bridge August 2018

North hand (to draw the last trump after ruffing a
third diamond). When declarer played the ´Q and
East showed out, the contract was in danger.
Suppose she crossed to the ™Q and ruffed a third
diamond with the ´J. East would then win the first
club and give partner a diamond ruff.
Penfold chose to lead a club instead and the
spotlight fell on West. If Iain Sime rose with the ®K,
he could remove declarer’s last trump and beat the
slam. When he played low, East won the trick and
had no trump to play. Declarer ruffed the diamond
exit, crossed to the ™Q and drew the last trump to
claim +1430.
West
Kendrick

North
Haase

East
Forrester

Pass

4´

All Pass

South
Murdoch
2´

John Murdoch opened 2´, advertised as ‘spades
and a minor, less than an opening bid’. As I see it,
this was poorly judged. With a full 11-count and a
side void, the hand has good playing potential and
merits a 1´ bid. Gerald Haase saw no need for a
slam try facing a 2´ opening.
Unlike at the other table, declarer chose to set up
the South hand. This was a better idea since declarer
had three heart entries to his hand. He won the
diamond lead, throwing a club, and conceded a club
trick. After winning East’s trump return it was easy
to ruff two clubs, draw trumps and discard the last
club on the tK. That was +680 and England gained
13 IMPs.
When England faced the Welsh Bridge Union
(second Welsh team), they had much the better of
the bidding on another slam deal:
´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer West.
AK63
´ Q
N
AQJ4
™
10 2
W
E
KJ54
t AQ863
S
2
® A J 10 8 7
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West
Kendrick
1™
4®1
5®3
7t
1

East
Forrester
2t
4NT2
5NT4
All Pass

splinter, 2 RKCB, 3 3 key-cards, 4 king-ask

After bidding to 7t, Forrester easily made 13
tricks. At the other table the WBU pair bid 1t – 5t.
England were full value for the gain of 17 IMPs.
When England played Wales there was a five-trick
discrepancy on this 3NT contract:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer North.
´ AK8
™ K82
t K2
® KQ742
Q976
´ 10 5 4 3 2
N
A93
™ Q54
W
E
Q985
t AJ6
S
86
® 10 9
´ J
™ J 10 7 6
t 10 7 4 3
® AJ53

West
Jones
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
Selway
1®
2NT
3™

East
Lamford
Pass
Pass
Pass

South
Penfold
1™
3®
3NT

The ´2 lead went to the jack, queen and ace and
it seemed certain that the contract would go down.
Selway crossed to the ®J and led the ™J. Gary Jones
rose with the ™A and could have added four
diamond tricks with a switch to the t5. He
returned the ´6 and declarer was up to eight top
tricks. He ran the clubs and on the fifth round Paul
Lamford had to discard from ´104 ™Q5 tAJ. Only
the ´10 would now be good enough.
Lamford discarded the tJ and Selway exited with
the ´8. The defenders took the ´10 and 9, declarer
retaining ™K-8 and tK. With only diamonds left,
West played a diamond to the king and ace, leaving
East to lead away from the ™Q. Two heart tricks
brought declarer’s total to nine for +600.
www.ebu.co.uk

West
Kendrick

North
Jarvis
1®
2NT

Pass
All Pass

East
Forrester
Pass
Pass

South
Forrest
1™
3NT

Again declarer won the spade lead and crossed to
the ®J to play the ™J. When Kendrick played low,
Forrester won with the ™Q and cleared the spades,
declarer winning the third round. A club to the ace
was followed by the ™6. Kendrick won with the ™A
and led the ´7. Forrester left West on lead and a
diamond switch gave the defenders four diamonds
and the ´10 for five down. That was +500 and 15
IMPs to England.
In the final reckoning, England finished in second
r
place behind Scotland.

FINAL RESULTS

Total

1st

SCOTLAND

147.67 VPs

2nd

ENGLAND

131.71 VPs

3rd

IRELAND

89.33 VPs

4th

WALES

88.56 VPs

5th

N. IRELAND

73.50 VPs

6th

WBU

68.23 VPs

UPDATE ON ChEATINg CASES
One of the pairs convicted in 2016 of cheating by
the European Bridge League (EBL) was Fulvio
Fantoni & Claudio Nunes. They were banned
from playing together for life and from playing in
any EBL events for five years, with costs awarded
against them. They appealed against this to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) which in
January announced that they set aside the EBL
decision. It did however say that this ‘does not
mean that the Players are innocent of any
wrongdoing, it only means that the EBL did not
manage to prove to the comfortable satisfaction of
the majority of the Panel that the Players
committed an infraction…’
The Federal Appeal Tribunal of the Italian
Bridge Federation has in consequence lifted the
players’ suspension, though the players have said
that they do not intend to play together. The EBL
is considering making changes to its eligibility
criteria for the future for its own championships.
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by Alan Mould

Answers to June’s Problems

click
link

Matchpoint scoring on all hands (Pairs)

A

ll the hands in this issue come from local
Manchester events. The first is from the
Michelle Brunner Trophy, an event
celebrating the late Michelle Brunner, World and
European Champion. It is a mixed pivot teams,
though I have changed the scoring to matchpoints
to be in keeping with the other hands. The second
and third are both from the Manchester one-day
green pointed Swiss Pairs held in March. I hope
readers took note of the comment about pairs
scoring, as that does make a difference.
Hand 1
´ 10 4
™ A964
t QJ9643
® Q
South
1t
2®

West
Pass
Pass

North
1´
3®

(c) tQ: 2 marks. Tell declarer where the diamond
honours are and help to set up the cross ruff. Great
idea!

(d) ®Q: 10 marks. A complete standout IMHO.
Exactly how many diamonds do you think are
coming down in dummy? What do you think
declarer is going to use dummy’s trumps for? It is
all very well to argue that partner will be
overruffing dummy – but firstly they are all
declarer’s losers, and secondly partner may not be
able to overruff dummy. In this case partner’s
trumps were 532 so he was overruffing nothing.
As the hand is, you cannot beat 3®, or even get
close to it, but this lead stops an overtrick, which
would have been worth a lot at pairs. I would make
exactly the same lead at IMPs.
Hand 2
´ K 10 4
™ K J 10 9 8 5 2
t J4
® 9

East
Pass
All Pass

Choose from: (a) ´10; (b) ™A; (c) tQ; (d) ®Q.

(a) ´10: 6 marks. I suppose that if I was not going
to lead a trump I would lead this, so I will give it
a grudging 6 marks.
(b) ™A: 1 mark. I cannot see why you want to make
such a wild lead. Where are any heart tricks you
have going? It is way more likely you are going to
find declarer with a holding such as Kxx opposite
xxx.

South

West

1t
3NT

3™
All Pass

North
1®
Pass

East
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´4; (b) ™K; (c) ™J; (d) ®9.

(a) ´4: 10 marks. Neither of the opponents seem
very interested in spades, so there is a good
chance partner has got some. Still, this lead is far

CONgRATULATIONS TO ThE WINNERS:
Master: Rupert Timpson
Chadlington

Open: P C Brooks
Epsom

Sponsored by
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from safe (imagine declarer having the ace in one
hand and the queen in the other (either way
round for example). But then nothing is safe on
this hand, and you cannot pass the lead to
partner. A spade was certainly the winner at the
table as partner had QJx and was able to win and
shoot a heart through. The lead was found at the
table by my partner, Manchester player Raymond
Semp.
(b) ™K: 4 marks. Usually I am quite attracted by
leads like this. This hopes to hit a stiff ™Q in either
dummy or partner’s hand, so you can continue the
suit and hope to get in with your ´K. At IMPs I
would seriously consider it, but at pairs it is just
too risky. You are likely to be leading round into
the AQ and the extra trick may be the difference
between a good board and an almost bottom.
(c) ™J: 4 marks. Exactly the same considerations
apply as the heart king. The heart king gains when
someone has a stiff Q, the heart J gains when
partner has Ax and you can run the suit(!) or when
partner has stiff ace since at least you have not
given a trick away. Both are too risky for me at
pairs though.
(d) ®9: 6 marks. This is safer than a heart, but
leading dummy’s longest suit, and the suit declarer
will almost certainly play on for tricks, is
dangerous. It could so easily carve up partner’s
holding or do declarer’s work for him. The latter
was the case this time since partner had AQxx and
the lead gave the declarer the tempo to get the
clubs going before you could get at all your tricks.

West

North

1t
3t
3NT

2®
Pass
All Pass

2´
3™

East
Pass
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´5; (b) ™9; (c) ®A; (d) ®7.

We have overcalled light, and have gained
information as a result of it. The ®K is definitely on
our right and partner does not have much of a hand
or much club support. Again, this is pairs so the
www.ebu.co.uk

(a) ´5: 2 marks. Very dangerous. Why would you

want to lead dummy’s first suit? This might easily
give the whole suit away (as it would have at the
table).

(b) ™9: 10 marks. People do not lead dummy’s
second suit enough against NTs. Dummy will not
have extreme length in it and if partner has some
useful values, they could well be in hearts. At the
table this worked like a dream when dummy had
™KQJx and ®10x. Partner won the ™A and
played the ®J. Three off! I am pleased to say that
I found this at the table.
(c) ®A: 1 mark. This is a horrible lead! Imagine
declarer with ®KJx and partner with two low and
an entry? Every time partner has only two clubs
(almost certain if partner has enough values to
beat it) you will need the ´K to be a fast entry.
Plus, it is pairs. Why are you giving declarer a
cheap trick?
(d) ®7: 6 marks. I would probably lead this at IMPs,
since the most likely way to beat the hand is for
partner to have two clubs and an entry.
Obviously, it could be right at pairs as well, but
just seems too likely to give away an extra trick
when the contract is making. Look at your
rounded suit holdings – it does look like the cards
r
are lying favourably for declarer, doesn’t it?

SEND IN YOUR LEAD
CONUNDRUMS
Why not take advantage of Alan’s
expertise and send in hands where the
lead has foxed you? Email the editor,
lou@ebu.co.uk and, if suitable, Alan
would be delighted to use them.

Hand 3
´ K65
™ 93
t J5
® AQ9743
South

focus is on not giving away tricks, not necessarily
beating the contract.

ARE YOU IN CREDIT?
Hundreds of members have a credit on their
account and don’t realise. We would like to pay
you back, so please check your account. Log in to
My EBU, click on ‘Account’ (top right), and then
‘Transactions’. If you are in credit by more than
£5 please contact accounts@ebu.co.uk with your
bank details and we can transfer it to you. It can
also be set off against Warehouse orders made by
phone, and/or tournament entries.
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2018 European Championships
Qualification euphoria

by David Bird
click
link

E

ngland sent three strong teams to the
European Championships in Ostende. In the
Open Championship we would be
represented by Tony Forrester & Andrew Robson,
David Bakhshi & Artur Malinowski, Jeffrey Allerton
& Chris Jagger. In the Women’s Championship our
team would be Sally Brock & Fiona Brown, Heather
Dhondy & Nevena Senior, Catherine Draper &
Gillian Fawcett. Our squad for the Seniors’
Championship was: Rob Cliffe & Alan Mayo, David
Muller & Malcolm Pryor, Peter Shelley and Trevor
Ward.
All three events would consist of a round-robin,
England playing a 16-board match against every
other team. The top eight teams would qualify for
the 2019 World Championships. Let’s see some
action straight away, from the Open match against
Romania:
RR-2, Board 18.
´
™
t
®
´ J2
™ Q93
t 742
® J6432
´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer East
A Q 10 9 4
AJ4
A 10 6
AK
´ 765
N
™ 10 8 6 5
W
E
t QJ9
S
® Q85
K83
K72
K853
10 9 7

Open room
West
North
Robson
Coldea
1®
Pass

Dble
3NT

East
Forrester
Pass
Pass
All Pass

third seat. Coldea should have rebid 2®, looking
for a spade fit on the next round. Failing that, he
might at least have bid 4NT instead of 3NT. As it
was, South made 12 tricks in 3NT after a lead of the
™Q.
Closed room
West
North
East
Stegaroiu
Malinowski Ionita
Pass
Pass
1®
Pass
Pass
2´
Pass
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
4™
Pass
Pass
5®
Pass
Pass
6´
All Pass

South
Bakhshi
Pass
1NT
3´
4t
4´
5™

Malinowski opened with a Polish 1® (weak 1NT,
long clubs, or strong club). The spade fit was
quickly found and 3NT invited cue-bidding. Over
Bakhshi’s sign-off in 4´, Malinowski made one
more try, a cue-bid of 5®. Bakhshi was happy to
show the ™K and the slam was reached. A fine
auction!
Malinowski won the trump lead, drew trumps
and ducked a diamond. When diamonds broke 3-3,
he had no need to finesse the ™J or look for squeeze
opportunities. It was 12 IMPs to England, who won
the match 27-15.
England faced Monaco on the next deal.

South
Marina
Pass
1NT

Expecting the vulnerable opponents to have a
high contract their way, Robson psyched 1® in the
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RR-10, Board 18.
´
™
t
®
´ 753
™ AK96
t AK7
® KJ8
´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer East
A
52
Q 10 9 5 4 3 2
A95
´ QJ92
N
™ 10 8 3
W
E
t J
S
® Q 10 7 6 2
K 10 8 6 4
QJ74
86
43

Open room
West
North
Allerton
Helness
1®
2NT

1t
Pass

East
Jagger
Pass
1´
3NT

South
Helgemo
Pass
Pass
All Pass

To beat this game, Tor Helness would need to lead
the tQ. It is not so impossible as you might think,
because it could gain when either dummy or South
held a singleton tJ. He chose the t2 instead and
dummy’s jack won.
A club to the king was allowed to win and
Allerton cashed the ™A before playing the ®J.
When North played low again, declarer overtook
with dummy’s ®Q and led the ™10, covered by the
queen and king. A third round of hearts to the 8
and jack set up declarer’s ™9 but he had no entry to
his hand.
Helgemo returned a diamond (declarer would
succeed on a spade switch, since North has no
further spade to play). Allerton won with the tA
and cashed the ™9. He then played a spade to
North’s ace. After winning the diamond return, he
played a spade to the queen and king. Helness was
down to the ®A and a good diamond but Helgemo
had to return a spade to dummy’s jack and the
game was made. This excellent piece of dummy play
netted +400.
Closed room
West
North
Multon
Forrester
1®
Dble
4´
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2t
Pass
All Pass

East
South
Martens Robson
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
3´
Pass

Forrester’s 2t took away more bidding space and
the spade game went two down, giving England 11
IMPs in a match that they won 37-20.
There was a similar choice of game contract on a
board from the women’s match between England
and their great rivals, the Netherlands.

RR-7, Board 4. Game All. Dealer West
´ J 10 8 4
™ J 10 5 4
t 654
® 10 4
´ AQ93
´ K752
N
™ K3
™ 97
E
W
t KQJ72
t A 10 9
S
® 87
® QJ96
´ 6
™ AQ862
t 83
® AK532

Open room
West
North
Kolen
Senior
1NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
2™
Pass

East
Arnolds
2®
Redble
4´

South
Dhondy
Dble
Pass
All Pass

West’s 2™, on this sequence, showed four spades
and game was reached in that suit. Dhondy led the
®K, asking for a count signal and saw the ®4
(reverse count) from partner. She continued with
the ®A, the ™A and then a third round of clubs.
Arnolds ruffed with the ´9, overruffed with the
´10, and the game was one down. This defence
would have promoted a trump trick even if North
held only ´J-10-8.
Closed room
West
North
Brock
Bruijnsteen
1NT
Pass
Pass
Pass

East
Brown
2®
3NT

South
Dekkers
Dble
All Pass

When the Stayman response was doubled,
Brock’s pass denied a club stopper. Brown could
have looked for a spade fit (with a redouble, as at
the other table) but she was happy to play in 3NT.
Dekkers led the ®10, South winning dummy’s
queen with the king and switching to the ™2. Brock
August 2018 English Bridge
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put up the king and the card held. North discarded
spades when the diamond suit was run and Brock
then made +630 for a gain of 12 IMPs. England won
this match by 65-18.
The England Seniors’ faced Germany on this deal:

RR-5, Board 6. E/W Game. Dealer East
´ K964
™ K765
t 10 5 3
® J5
´ J32
´ AQ
N
™ –
™ A843
W
E
t K87642
t J9
S
® KQ32
® A 10 9 6 4
´ 10 8 7 5
™ Q J 10 9 2
t AQ
® 87

Open room
West
North
Wenning
Cliffe
2´

Pass

East
Frerichs
1NT
3t

South
Mayo
Pass
All Pass

West’s 2´ showed diamonds and East’s 3t denied
a good diamond fit. West decided to bid no further
and indeed we can see that 3NT would go down on
a heart lead. Germany collected +150 for 3t+2.
Could England do better?
Open room
West
North
Muller
Marsal
3™
4t

Dble
Pass

East
Pryor
1®
3´
6®

South
Klumpp
1™
Pass
All Pass

Indeed they could! Muller’s 3™ was a splinter-bid
raise in clubs, which showed good trumps and was
forcing to at least 4®. South led the ™Q and twelve
tricks were made when the tA was onside. No-one
else bid the slam in the Seniors’ event. It was 15
IMPs to England, who won by 52-17.
Our women faced Belgium on this distributional
deal:
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RR-9, Board 32. E/W Game. Dealer West
´ K 10 2
™ Q
t J 10 7 6 2
® K984
´ AQ9754
´ J63
N
™ 10 3 2
™ –
W
E
t 4
t AKQ853
S
® J53
® A Q 10 6
´ 8
™ AKJ987654
t 9
® 72

Open room
West
North
Driessens
Brown
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble
All Pass

East
South
Dobbels Brock
1t
4™
4NT
5™

Why do some players pass on that West hand?
Driessens had a 3-11 point multi available, so there
was no excuse. West led the t4 against 5™ doubled,
East winning with the tQ and playing the tA.
Brock ruffed high and played a spade, West rising
with the ace. After a club to the queen, East needed
to cash the ®A. Mistakenly, she played another
diamond straight away. This did indeed promote a
West’s ™10 but Brock was able to ruff high and cross
to the ™Q to discard her last club on the ´K. That
was only two down for -300.
Closed room
West
North
Fawcett
Angelini
2t
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble

East
Draper
Pass
4´
5´
All Pass

South
Couteaux
4™
5™
Pass

Draper expected her partner to hold long hearts
and decided to pass the trash multi (0-7 points).
The Belgium South now had to find a Pass to score
a good board! When she preferred to bid 4™,
Draper knew that Fawcett held long spades. She bid
4´ and subsequently 5´, doubled by North and
made with an overtrick on a heart lead. That was
+1050 and a swing of 13 IMPs to England.
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Both England pairs did well on this board against
Sweden in the women’s event:

RR-20, Board 28.
´
™
t
®
´ K85
™ 10 9 7 6 2
t 2
® A972
´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer West
J 10 9 6
A5
J43
K 10 4 3
´ A7
N
™ –
W
E
t AK98765
S
® QJ86
Q432
KQJ843
Q 10
5

Open room
West
North
East
Brock
C. Rimstedt Brown
Pass
Pass
5t

South
Gronkvist
All Pass

The pragmatic 5t opening bid in third seat has
my full approval. South led the ®5. If declarer reads
this as a singleton, she can succeed by rising with
the ®A and playing the tA-K. She then leads the
®Q from hand, subsequently crossing to the ´K to
finesse against the ®10.
When a low club was played from dummy,
Rimstedt won with the ®K (®8 from declarer) and
had to do some card-reading of her own. If the lead
was from ®J-6-5, declarer might have a heart
discard available on the third round of clubs. If the
lead was a singleton, she should deliver the ruff
immediately. Rimstedt had no information on her
partner’s hand after the 5t opening and decided to
delay her decision, playing the ™A. Not the best!
Brown ruffed and the game was made.
Closed room
West
North
Larsson
Senior
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

East
Bertheau
1t
Dble

South
Dhondy
2™
All Pass

Larsson had nowhere to go after her partner’s reopening double and decided to defend. Bertheau
won the diamond lead with the tK and cashed the
tA. What should she do next, do you think?
The winning defence is to score the ®A and the
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´A-K, waiting for a trump trick. East preferred to
lead a third round of diamonds, allowing her
partner to ruff dummy’s tJ. This was not a success.
Dhondy discarded her singleton club and West had
to ruff from a natural trump trick. The 5-0 trump
break then worked in declarer’s favour, because the
defenders could not take a spade ruff. It was +670 to
England and a gain of 14 IMPs. England won the
match 38-26.
Trevor Ward defended well here in the Seniors’
match against Portugal:
RR-12, Board 30. Love All. Dealer East
´ KQJ875
™ A87
t 8
® 10 8 3
´ 9
´ A32
N
™ Q942
™ K 10 3
E
W
t 10 7 6 5 3 2
t AKJ
S
® 97
® Q652
´ 10 6 4
™ J65
t Q94
® AKJ4

Open room
West
North
Shelley
J. Santos
2NT
3t
Pass

Pass
3´
4´

East
Ward
1NT
3®
Pass
All Pass

South
R. Santos
Pass
Pass
3NT

West had shown six diamonds and a weak hand,
North/South then bidding to 4´. Ward led the tA
and knew from partner’s bidding that no further
diamond trick was available. Nor was there any real
prospect of a club trick or a second trump trick.
Two heart tricks would be needed and the suit had
to be played immediately, before declarer could
enjoy a discard on the clubs. Ward made a splendid
switch to the ™10 and the game went one down.
Closed room
West
North
Castano
Cliffe
2´
All Pass

3´

East
South
Cruzeiro Mayo
1NT
Pass
Pass
4´
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West’s 2´ showed diamonds and Cliffe arrived in
4´. Cruzeiro attempted to cash two diamonds
(expecting to score the ´A and ™K subsequently).
Declarer ruffed the second round and the game was
easily made. That was 10 IMPs to England, on their
way to a 60-10 win.
When dawn broke on the final day England were
in 6th place in the open championship, only 6 VPs
above the dreaded 9th place. They had three tough
matches to play, the first against the eventual gold
medallists, Norway.

RR-31, Board 9. E/W Game. Dealer North
´ Q7
™ J2
t 932
® J98432
´ A K 10
´ J98632
N
™ K654
™ Q 10 9
E
W
t J7
t A
S
® K 10 6 5
® AQ7
´ 54
™ A873
t K Q 10 8 6 5 4
® –

Open room
West
North
Brogeland Allerton
Pass
4´
All Pass

East
South
Lindqvist Jagger
1´
4t

Lindqvist won the tK lead, drew trumps in two
rounds and played a heart to the queen and ace.
When the ™3 was returned, he rose with the king,
dropping the jack, and claimed twelve tricks. If the
™J had not fallen, declarer had a possible heart-club
squeeze in reserve.
There was more bidding at the other table:
Open room
West
North
Robson
Kvangraven
Pass
4´
5t
5NT
Pass

East
Forrester
1´
Pass
6´

South
Tundal
4t
Pass
All Pass

Kvangraven sacrificed in 5t. When this ran back
to Robson, he had two extra pieces of information.
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North’s raise indicated a diamond shortage in
Forrester’s hand, perhaps even a void. Also,
Forrester’s pass, rather than a double, meant that he
would not be averse to partner bidding further.
Robson bid further and some! His 5NT asked
partner to pick a slam and 6´ was reached. Declarer
would have no reason to finesse the pre-empter for
the ´Q, so it seemed that all would depend on
guessing who held the ™J. We will never know what
would have happened after a tK lead. Tundal led
the ™A. Forrester won the heart continuation, drew
trumps and claimed. It was 13 IMPs to England,
who went on to win the match 40-37.
These were the medal winners, along with the
England finishing positions:

FINAL RESULTS
OPEN

WOMEN’S

SENIORS’

1st

Total

NORWAY

417.25 VPs

2nd

ISRAEL

415.34 VPs

3rd

RUSSIA

406.06 VPs

7th

ENGLAND

381.80 VPs

1st

POLAND

313.92 VPs

2nd

SWEDEN

300.03 VPs

3rd

NORWAY

275.10 VPs

5th

ENGLAND

272.54 VPs

1st

FRANCE

287.87 VPs

2nd

SWEDEN

261.30 VPs

3rd

POLAND

256.31 VPs

7th

ENGLAND

235.38 VPs

So, no medals but all three England teams had
qualified to play in the 2019 world championships
in China, a noteworthy feat.
When the Butler scores were posted,
Forrester/Robson were 7th overall with a very fine
+0.51 IMPs per board. Bakhshi/Malinowski and
Allerton/Jagger were 37th= with +0.18 IMPs per
board. In the women’s championship, Brock/Brown
were 9th with +0.49 IMPs per board.
Dhondy/Senior were 14th with +0.37, and
Draper/Fawcett 20th with +0.26. All very good
numbers. In the seniors’, Cliffe/Mayo were 6th with
+0.52 IMPs per board. Congratulations to all three
r
England teams!
www.ebu.co.uk

ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS ON PAGE 31

by David Bird

Beat Today’s Experts

click
link

1. Game All. Dealer North

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
AQ76
952
QJ9642
–

West
Anoyrkatis
4t

´
™
t
®

–
K87
K875
K Q 10 8 6 5
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
942
AJ63
A3
J932

North
Leslie
1®
Pass

East
Dhondy
2´
4´

K J 10 8 5 3
Q 10 4
10
A74

West
Adamson
South
Punch
Dble
All Pass

We start with a deal from the Lady Milne
Trophy, with England facing Scotland. Sally
Anoyrkatis made a fit-jump response of 4t
and the resultant spade game was excellent.

2. Game All. Dealer North

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
10
A K Q 10 7 6
74
Q973
´
™
t
®

West
F Karamanlis
6™
All Pass

KQJ8632
J53
10 8
6
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
954
98
AK6532
10 2

North
Bozempreg
3´
Pass

East
M Karamanlis
3NT
Pass
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A double-dummy low heart lead would have beaten it, but
the normal ®2 did not. England scored +620.
This was a horrific board for North-South, who could
have made 6® as the cards lie. Who do you blame? The
commentators were saying ‘Difficult for South. Her
partner’s 1® could be on a doubleton.’ Really? The EastWest bidding sounds like a 10-card spade fit to me, which
leaves North with a void spade. In that case she must hold
at least five clubs. As I see it, South had a clear-cut bid of 5®
at her second turn.

A7
42
QJ9
AKJ854

3t

East
Wilson
1´
3´

South
Li
Dble
All Pass

I much prefer Heather Dhondy’s 2´, when vulnerable, to
East’s 1´ here. Even so, West was restrained in stopping
short of game. Again I think South should have diagnosed
that her hand contained excellent club support, once EastWest had announced a big fit in spades.

Awards: 4´ (10), 3´ (5).

The deal comes from the Greek Teams Final. West had to
guess how many hearts to bid and chose to go high. South’s
Lightner Double told North to lead one of the minor suits.
North chose the ®6, which looks best, and declarer was
soon writing +1860 in his card. Perhaps South should have
bid a lead-directing 4t at his first turn.
West
Protonotarlos
5™
All Pass

South
Dionisopoulos
4´
Dble

North
Birchall
1®
Pass

North
Papagiannis
3´
Pass

East
Sapounakis
3NT
Pass

South
Agelopoulos
4´
Dble

Three rounds of diamonds would promote North’s ™J
and beat the game contract when a slam had been made
with an overtrick at the other table. No, North led the ®6
and Protonotarios was disappointed to lose 12 IMPs for his
splendid +1250.
Awards: 4NT (10), 5NT (9), 5™ (8), small slams (4), grand
slams (2).
www.ebu.co.uk

3. N/S Game. Dealer North

´
™
t
®

´ 7
™ Q764
t 7
® AQ97642
K Q 10 8 6 5 2
´
N
K5
™
W
E
10 6
t
S
K2
®
´ A943
™ 10 9
t K985432
® –

West
Leeming

North
Baldysz
3®
Pass

3´

East
Tuus
Pass
3NT

J
AJ832
AQJ
J 10 8 3

South
Zareba
Pass
All Pass

This deal comes from a Women’s U26
training match between England and
Poland. Hanna Tuus bid 3NT over partner’s
3´ and India Leeming left it there, perhaps
sensing she might suffer adverse ruffs in 4´.
We are lucky that she did because Tuus
now produced a stunning piece of cardplay.

4. E/W Game. Dealer East

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
AKQ43
A2
753
AK5

10 6 2
KJ87
KQ42
J7
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

West
Dhondy

North
Kane

4NT
6t

Pass
All Pass

´
™
t
®

8
Q4
A J 10 9 8 6
9863

J975
10 9 6 5 3
–
Q 10 4 2
East
Anoyrkatis
3t
5®

South
Symons
Pass
Pass

England faced the SBU (Scotland’s second
team). Dhondy quite rightly bid RKCB
opposite partner’s 3t opening and heard of
one key-card (1430 responses). She was then
justified in bidding 6t. It was a simple but
accurate auction. Anoyrkatis won the heart
www.ebu.co.uk

She won the diamond lead with the tQ and led the ´J,
overtaking with dummy’s queen. The ´K was won by South
with the ace, North discarding a club. Declarer won the ™10
switch with the jack, crossed to the ™K and cashed the ´10.
She then threw South on lead with a fourth round of
spades. South had to lead into declarer’s tA-J. Tuus then
played the ™A and led the ™8 to North’s bare ™Q for a
second endplay! North had to play ace and another club to
dummy’s ®K and the ´8 was declarer’s ninth trick. She had
made the game without scoring the tA.
West
Ciunczyk
3´
4´

North
Bailey
3®
Pass
All Pass

East
Zalewska
Pass
3NT

South
Wieczorek
Pass
Pass

At the other table Olivia Bailey led the t7 against 4´. Ewa
Wieczorek won the tJ with the king and returned a suitpreference t2 for North to ruff. Ace and another club,
ruffed by South, then put the game two down. Declarer
might have succeeded by winning with the tA and later
endplaying North to concede a club trick.

Awards: 3NT (10), 4´ (9), part scores (5), 5´ (4).

lead with dummy’s ace and discarded a heart on the ´AK.
How would you have continued?
The odds favour taking two trump finesses, In situations
where you can escape for only one trump loser, the double
finesse loses only to tK-Q and gains against singleton t4
or t2. Declarer played a trump to the ace and went down.
If instead she starts with a trump to the jack, South
showing out, do you see how the contract can be made?
You continue with the t10 from hand, North winning
with the tQ. You ruff the heart return and cross to the ®A
to finesse the t9 and draw North’s last trump. When you
play your last trump, South is squeezed in the black suits.
At the other table West bid only 3NT opposite partner’s
3t. This was an underbid since with tA-K-x-x-x-x-x
opposite, a grand slam would have been playable. When
North led a spade, declarer won with the ace and led a
diamond to the ace. By finessing instead, declarer could
have retained the tA as a later entry to dummy. If South
had held the ™K, 3NT would now have been in danger. As
it was, South discarded a spade on the tA and declarer
made an overtrick.

Awards: 6t (10), 5t (6), 3NT (4), 6NT (2).
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5. Love All. Dealer North
´
™
t
®

9852
A K 10 5
A74
A7

West
Marks
Dble
3NT

W

North
Nowosadzki
Pass
1NT
All Pass

E

´
™
t
®

AK
J43
6
10 9 6 5 4 3 2

East
Chodacki
Pass
3®

South
Kalita
1t
Pass

The deal comes from the Polish Teams final
and the first seven calls were the same at
both tables. What should West say at his
second turn?

Rafal Marks saw that ®K-Q-x-x-x-x with his partner
would give him a good chance of making 3NT. A spade
lead posed no threat because North could hardly hold five
spades for his 1NT bid, nor could South with his 1t
opening bid. West duly bid 3NT. The tJ was led (North
held ´J104 ™Q97 tJ1092 ®KJ8) and 3NT went two down.
There were two reasons why West should have passed
out 3® (as West did at the other table, for +130). Firstly,
you should not play your partner for perfect cards.
Secondly, if East held ®K-Q-x-x-x-x he might have
opened a non-vulnerable 3® in today’s game. To pass and
then jump to 3® in response to a double suggests long and
weak clubs. (5® is a good game, making if clubs are 2-2 or
the ™Q is onside.)

Awards: 5® (10), 4®/3® (7), 6® (3), 3NT (1).

6. E/W Game. Dealer North
´
™
t
®

A K J 10 4
A8762
A 10
9

West
Zia
4®

North
Allfrey
Pass
Pass

W

E

´
™
t
®

seat. Zia’s 4® shows both majors and 4´ is reached. If West
bids only 3´ instead, East does not have enough to raise.

832
K4
Q862
Q852

East
Jansma
Pass
4´

West
Forrester

South
Robson
3®
All Pass

2®
4´

We end with a deal from the 2018 Lederer
Trophy in London. Andrew Robson opens
an imaginative 3® on:

´Q9 ™Q1053 t54 ®KJ1064 in the third

North
Bilde
Pass
2t
All Pass

East
Gold
Pass
2´

South
Nystrom
1®
Pass

Forrester begins with a Michaels cue-bid (planning to
bid again to show a strong hand). When Gold bids a free
2´ the game is reached, both sides scoring +620.

Awards: 4´ (10), 3´ (5), 5´ (3), 3® doubled by S (2).

It was a reasonable effort by our experts, who scored 45/60. If you beat them, you did well. Let’s look for
some worthwhile bidding tips.

TIPS TO REMEMBER

D Use your opponents’ bidding to diagnose a good fit your way. If they bid to 4´ and you hold three or
four low spades, you can picture partner’s shortage there.
D Bob Hamman says ‘Do not place me with perfect cards, partner. I never have them!’ Some players are
terrified of missing a makeable game or slam. It is not worth going down three times for every occasion
when a hopeful punt is successful.
D Over an opponent’s 3® or 3t, bidding four of their suit shows a major two-suiter. Over 3´, many
players use 4®/4t to show hearts and the bid minor (non-leaping Michaels). Similarly, 4®/4t over
3™ will show spades and the bid minor.
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CAPTION

COMPETITION

CROSSWORD NO 15

Answers online, p69

Compiled by MERMAN
1

2

4

3

5

6

7

9

8
10

11

13

12

15

14
17

16
18

19

20
21

22

23
ACROSS
3. Sends away with lots of cards — that’s rotten (8, two
words)
8. Man from US drug agency discovered one of the players
on a bender (4)
9. Escape from sheepdog’s first trial (6)
10. New objective for some competitions? (10, two words)
12. Playing seven comes off half the time (5)
14. One club king offered in support is seen as being more
selective (7)
16. Put down East’s puzzle — going one off finally in two
diamonds (7)
19. Help Lazarus from the market place? No, quite the
opposite (5)
20. Checked some data needed to be restored (10)
21. One taking a stab at becoming a steeplechaser? (6)
22. Internet idea, one appearing to be attention-seeking (4)
23. Blunt told to reduce ‘is ‘umming and ‘awing (8)
DOWN
1. A couple of headless chickens had good diamond queen
to produce (8)
2. Maybe caterpillars lack no energy if chewing aloe vera (6)
3 Making the first move, feral atheist coming out to prefer a
lathe is tempting? (10)
4. Tories first to be composed (7)
5. Playing King cost one’s reputation (5)
6. Nigeria’s got to change coins (10)
7. State of panic when entertaining king (4)
11. Having read the troublesome diamonds, made one’s way
through (8)
13 Having two suits to peter? It’s tricky getting the staff (7)
15. Uncomfortable condition created by European club’s maze
is to undergo reform (6)
17. One club badly played cost pounds — or a lot less (5)
18. Ken’s lost weekend — was it the marijuana? (4)

Look at this! Is there any club out there having a
Mamma Mia evening? Send me your captions as usual the more the merrier.
What a delight. The last one produced bags of
suggestions . . . ooh, so many split honours I had
to cross my legs. Congratulations to Brian
Gladman for my favourite shown under the
cartoon. Other close contenders were Evelyn
Burt’s I TOLD you there would be no bridge on
this cruise. And Sue Muggridge’s For the last time
Billy! Don’t jump when you’re vulnerable! Send
your new entries to lou@ebu.co.uk by 28th
August, or post to Editor, Raggett House,
Bowdens, Langport, TA10 0DD.
Prestat donates a box of its very superior
chocolates as a prize. The brightly coloured
boxes, and the scrumptious contents, are the
epitome of good taste – in all the best ways!

Did you miss the lecture on safety plays?
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LETTERS TO ThE
EDITOR
BRITISh PLAYINg CARDS
The best cards seem to come
from Piatnik in Austria and I’ve
played with good ones from
Belgium. BUT are there any
good quality cards out there
made in Great Britain? (And this
is nothing to do with Brexit!)
Ian Shaw
Any readers able to help?
Ed

UNAffILIATED CLUBS
I play regularly at a non affiliated
club and was amused to be
accused of being mean minded
for doing so (Letter, June
2018/p53). I rather think the
reason players like non-EBU
clubs is that points-obsessed and
litigious minded players, (the
sort who write to your feature
Ask Robin) stay away, and we can
enjoy
ourselves
without
continual shouts of Director.
They seem to take particular
delight in demanding to know
the point range of your partner’s
1NT opening when no one in the
club has ever opened anything
but a weak no trump.
I am sure there are very good
and necessary reasons for the
EBU White Book, but the
average player manages quite
well without it.
Edward Blincoe
Michael Fairclough's letter asks
about using EBU material from
the open access website by a nonaffiliated club.
Unless he wishes for a closed
shop then the question of
affiliation and the cost of 50p per
head per play is optional. It is a
tax – the club is the collector.
One local club has an average
www.ebu.co.uk

Send your letters to the editor,
Lou Hobhouse, Raggett House, Bowdens, TA10 0DD, or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

of 34 tables each week and plays
all but one week each year. The
arithmetic is simple: 34 tables
playing for 51 weeks x 50p per
head is £3,468. A very handy sum
for the EBU.
Melville Bishop
I would expect such a successful
club would think it worth its
members paying (more like 38p
per head plus county charges) to
fund a body whose sole objective is
to promote bridge. If every
unaffiliated club signed up the cost
could go down. Unaffiliated clubs
are asking others to pay the ‘tax’
while reaping the benefit of a body
that actively pursues keeping the
game
alive.
Members
of
unaffiliated clubs are also denied
the benefits of playing in several
tournaments,
including
the
NICKO, and not seeing their
progression through the NGS, as
well, or course, of receiving the
magazine! The sad thing is that
some entrenched committee
members don’t care and fail to
realise that younger, newer
members might be interested in
these benefits.
Ed

COmPUTER DEALT hANDS
We obtain 32 sets of computer
dealt boards from a local club
but often we use only 24 of them.
The accompanying statistical
analysis claims they are balanced
over 32 boards. However, I've
observed that there is often a bias
of hand strength, and more often
than not in favour of N/S, over
the first 24. This is of no
consequence in two-winner
events but seems to skew the
results in favour of N/S in onewinner events with one arrow
switch (eg seven tables) –
especially if the arrow switch

falls on a hand containing a
slam. Modern computer dealt
hands are far from flat, and
people have written books on the
statistical nature of bridge
hands, but I wondered if the data
was based on manually dealt
(often flat) hands, and as such
might be no longer relevant to
modern computer dealt hands?
Our club has always played
one-winner events (I think to
make the Master Points 'worth
having' when there are only
seven or eight tables but I am of
the opinion that one-winner
events with a single arrow
switch, using only 24 boards out
of 32, is very likely to be
unbalanced. Steve Woodward
Computer dealt hands have
been around for several decades. I
can see no logical reason why
using 24 out of 32 boards would
affect the randomness or skew
hands in one direction. If you
really think this to be the case, I
would suggest making a record of
the points and/or distributions
from all the games in which you
play over a period of time. If the
results
do
support
your
impression, then the club might
benefit from considering using a
different dealing program. As for
arrow-switching,
conventional
wisdom is that you should arrowswitch once with 3-board rounds,
but twice with 2-board rounds.
Gordon Rainsford, EBU CEO

ShORT mEmBERS’ SURVEY
I see on the EBU website a short
members survey is available. I
am 5 ft 8 inches – do I qualify?
Dave Robinson
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EBED NEWS
JUNIOR TEACH-IN 2018

TEACHING SUCCESS STORY
Causeway U3A (University of the 3rd Age), based
in Portstewart, Northern Ireland, organised a
beginners’ bridge course which started in January.
Before the course the teacher, Venie Martin, came
across the Irish Sea to take an EBED Club Teacher
Training Course. Using our Bridge for All
Beginning Bridge book, the large class of 18 had a
fantastic time discovering bridge, so much so that
Causeway U3A are starting a Gentle Duplicate
section of their bridge club for the course
graduates, and already have a waiting list for their
next courses.

31 August – 2nd September

Phasels Wood Activity Centre, Kings
Langley, Hertfordshire
Join us for a weekend of bridge teaching,
competition and, most importantly, fun!

All levels catered for – beginner to junior
international
What’s New for 2018?
A fantastic new location, in picturesque
woodland but with great transport links
More competitions and more prizes!
A range of other activities alongside the bridge

What Will be The Same?
High quality tuition from some of the best
bridge teachers in the country
Meeting other young players from around the
country, and making great new friends
The whole weekend costs £110 per junior,
including all the bridge, tuition, accommodation
& meals. Non-residential rate available.
Camping space for accompanying adults

For more information, including how to book,
please contact David Emerson
david@ebedcio.org.uk or call 01296 317228
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If you would like to come on a Club Teacher
Training course, or if your club might like to send
a member on a course to help ensure the future of
the club, please contact Lisa Miller on:
01296 317217, or lisa@ebedcio.org.uk.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
TRAINING
This year’s County Director Training Course will
take place at the Hilton Hotel Coventry, 15-16
September. This course is only for qualified Club
Directors with a nomination from their County
and previously qualified County Directors. The
course costs £220, including Dinner, Bed and
Breakfast and a light lunch on the Sunday.
EBED’s Club Tournament Director courses are
planned for the autumn in Richmond, Welwyn,
Winchester, Nottingham and Aylesbury, with
more venues and dates expected to be added. We
would be pleased to hear from clubs who might
like to host a course in the future.
See www.ebedcio.org.uk for more information or contact
Richard Banbury: 01296 317218, richard@ebedcio.org.uk

www.ebu.co.uk

BRIDGE IN THE CURRICULUM

I

n a significant move for English bridge, and a
first for Surrey, Claremont Fan Court School
has adopted bridge as part of the academic
curriculum. Head of Claremont’s Prep School, Mrs
Helen Attenborough, introduced bridge in
September 2017. The private school, for children
aged 7-11, now has a weekly curriculum lesson, led
by school teacher Deb Casey, teaching MiniBridge
to year five pupils (aged 9-10). There's also a
separate lunchtime club, led by Meena Samani, and
open to all. Tim Warren, Youth Officer for Surrey
CBA, spoke to Mrs Attenborough, to find out what
attracted her to teaching bridge.
TW: You’ve said you love card games yourself – did
you play them as a child?

children, and bridge helps here, too; we promote
competition, certainly, but within a healthy
atmosphere and a non-threatening environment.

HA: Oh, yes, lots! The first one I remember is
learning crib: my father played the game with friends,
and brought me into it as soon as I was old enough to
hold the cards and understand what was happening.
(My parents also played bridge at home, but alas I
missed out on that one…) I'm a scientist – my
background is in mathematics and technology – and I
know that cards did as much as anything else to
underpin my sense of number.

Our school has a strong ethos, and we place
importance on developing the character of our pupils.
Having to think more broadly than just themselves
helps the children develop their sense of values, and
become well-rounded individuals; it contributes to the
kind of person they are. We might not make that
learning objective explicit in the bridge sessions, but
it’s very much there.

TW: What made you want to bring bridge into the
curriculum?
HA: Card games help children learn numbers and
develop memory skills, and the children get to a stage
where they have to work out probabilities, for
instance, even if we don’t call it that at the time.
But the benefits are much deeper and more
important. I believe strongly in ‘stealth learning’ teaching children without them realising they're being
taught; you might also call it the invisible ink of
education, where 'soft' life skills are acquired through
the experience of learning. Card games are an
excellent way of having fun, but while you're playing,
you're learning, too: how to collaborate as a team,
how to think about things from other people’s point of
view, how to make a plan, and rethink that plan if it
doesn’t work out the way you expected; in other words,
perseverance. All these things help develop your social
interaction skills. There's considerable emphasis now
on supporting the mental and emotional well-being of
www.ebu.co.uk

Bridge enables a broader range of children to
represent their school. Not everyone is sporty, and not
everyone’s outgoing and able to interact with others as
confidently as they might. Don’t underestimate how
children can come out of themselves and grow in
stature, as they find that they, too, are good enough to
be selected for a team.
Overall, bridge brings a greater richness to the
curriculum.
TW: How might county associations like ours help
you make the most of bridge?
HA: Schools are always on the lookout for good
sessions for INSET days. Why not design and run one
on teaching bridge? I already know how good the
game is as a learning aid, and you could use such a
session to introduce it to other schools.

If you would like to introduce bridge
successfully in schools, please contact EBED’s
Education & Youth Officer, David Emerson, on
01296 317228 or david@ebedcio.org.uk.
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NATIONAL SWISS TEAMS

The emphatic winners of the National Swiss
Teams Congress were (pictured from left) Ben
Green, Andrew Murphy, Ben Norton (part of the
England U26 team for the World Championships
in China in August) & Ankush Khandelwal. They
were undefeated in their 14 matches.
Paul Fegarty, Catherine Curtis, David Kendrick
& Jeremy Dhondy came second.

HUBERT PHILLIPS BOWL

The Hubert Phillips Bowl – the EBU’s mixed pivot
teams knockout competition – has been won by
(pictured from left) Paula Leslie, David Gold, Tom
Paske, Susanna Gross, Richard Hillman & Graham
Orsmond (not pictured).
In June’s final they beat Brian Senior, Sandra
Penfold, Justin Hackett & Nevena Senior by ‘about
500 points’ (aggregate scoring is used).

HUBERT PHILLIPS PLATE

The joint winners of the B Stratification prize
were Jamie Fegarty, Liam Fegarty, Andy Cope &
Henry Rose (all members of the U16 team
competing in China), and Val Cooper, Bob Foster,
Valerie Ivens & David Ivens. The winners of the C
Stratification prize were Sandra Squires, Annabel
Hampson, Jacqueline Marsh & David Marsh.

RIVIERA CONGRESS

The Hubert Phillips Plate – the consolation event
– was won by (pictured from left) Dave Robinson,
Sandy Davies, Richard Pike & Tom Gisborne.
They beat Barrie Cantello, Ann Sharples, Keith
Bartlett & Robert Mott (Chris Stevens played a
match earlier in the competition) by 1880 points
in the 48-board final at Cheltenham BC.

The Swiss Teams at the Riviera Congress in
Torquay was won by (from left) Alex Maddocks,
Warner Solomon, Bill Taylor & Robert Miller. The
'non-expert' prize was won by Martin Baker, Dave
Strawbridge, Norman Botton & Ian Dalrymple,
who finished fifth.
The Swiss Pairs was won by Janet Smith & Alan
Wilson who finished level with Rob Lawy &
Andrew Thompson but took the title by virtue of
victory in the head-to-head match. The 'B' prize
was won by Stuart Bridge & Roger Karn, who
finished 14th. The C Stratification prize was a tie
between Bill Luscombe & George Delafield and
Hanna Tuus & India Leeming.
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NATIONAL FINAL OF INTER-COUNTY
LEAGUES

Devon A team, from left: Richard Lingham, Stefan Lindfors,
Harry Anoyrkatis, Gillian Fawcett, Ann Slee, Warner Solomon,
Joe Fawcett, Alex Maddocks

Devon enjoyed its first win in the ‘A’ final of the
Inter-County Leagues. Oxfordshire won the 'B'
Division final, while Hertfordshire won the 'C'
Division title for the third year in succession.
www.ebu.co.uk

PACHABO CUP

CORWEN TROPHY

Manchester pair John Holland and Alan Mould
won this year's event with nearly 61% over four
sessions. The Corwen is the EBU's inter-county
pairs championship for which pairs qualify from
their county's pairs championships. John has won
it twice previously. Second place was taken by
Steve Root & Shahzaad Natt.

GARDEN CITIES TROPHY

Tunbridge Wells BC won the Garden Cities
Trophy, the competition for each county's teamsof-eight champion'. The team comprised
(pictured) Colin Wilson, Espen Erichsen, Helen
Erichsen, Steve Barnfield, Gerald Soper, Jeremy
Willans, Frances Connell and Ian Draper. Deva BC
came second and Reading BC was third.

The Pachabo Cup was won by the Manchester
team of (pictured) John Holland, Michael Byrne,
Rodney Lighton and Michael Newman. All were
part of Manchester's winning team in 2015.
Jeremy Dhondy (second left) presented the cup.
The Pachabo Cup is contested by the holders of
the teams-of-four Championship of each county,
and 25 counties took part. Nottinghamshire came
second with Hants & Isle of Wight third.

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY CONGRESS
Shahzaad Natt was the
winner of the main pairs
and teams competitions at
the Spring Bank Holiday
Congress
in
Stratford.
Playing with David Bakhshi
he won the Championships
Pairs, ahead of Ben Norton
& Stephen Kennedy.
Shahzaad teamed up with
Nathalie Shashou, Nick
Sandqvist, & Stefano Tommasini to win the Swiss
Teams, with Mark Hodgson, Maggie Jones, Bill
Taylor & Robert Miller in second place.

SUMMER SENIORS CONGRESS
Paul & Fiona
Littlewood
(pictured) were
winners of the
Championship
Pairs at the
Summer Seniors
Congress, held in
Eastbourne in mid-July. Kathy & Denis Talbot
came second, with Celia & Derek Oram third. The
B Final was won by Gary Hyett & Alan Cooke.
The Swiss Pairs – for non-qualifiers in the
Championship Pairs, and those joining the
Congress on day two – was won emphatically by
www.ebu.co.uk

Joan Peel &
Geoffrey
Peel. Nigel
Wolfendale
& Dick
Davey were
second.
The Swiss Teams competition was won by Jeremy
Dhondy, Bill Hirst, Peter Law & Clive Cubitt
(pictured above). They finished ahead of Gary
Hyett, Alan Cooke, John Jones & Adrian Fontes,
with the Davey team in third a further 2 VPs back.
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CRIKEY MOSES – OVER £50,000
funding for youth teams doubles the target

W

hen our four Junior Teams all qualified
to take part in the World Junior
Championships in China the Board
decided that it would attempt to raise funds to
cover the expenses that would be incurred (and at
the time it was difficult to work out what those
expenses would be). It wasn’t to be just about the
money – it was a chance for the membership at
large to connect with the Junior Squads, and to
encourage in a tangible way those who are the
future of the game. Everybody who supported them
suddenly had a vested interest in them.
We set a target. That target was £25,000, which
would go a long way towards paying for travel,
accommodation and training. We thought the
target a bit optimistic, but a bit of optimism every
now and again doesn’t go amiss.
At the time of writing, we have glided past
£50,000. Can I say that again? £50,000.
Crikey Moses.
And it’s not even over yet – it’s not over until they
get on that plane. There is a live possibility that we
might actually exceed expenses, which will be very
welcome news for the Junior Squad Leaders: any
excess will, of course, be ring-fenced for ongoing
training.
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I can’t believe, a year down the line, that I’m
actually thinking about what to do with a possible
excess.
And it’s all down to the members. There have
been corporate sponsors, private donations large
and small, clubs, counties, schools – this trip has
captured the imagination of so, so many. I am
hoping to thank everyone individually (I thought
I’d just have to bang out half a dozen or so e-mails,
not hundreds of them), but have built up an absurd
backlog. I will do it, even if I have to take a week off
work, and it will be a pleasure.
At the beginning of the campaign I said two
things. The first was that no contribution is too
small. We turn our nose up at nothing. The second
was that there would be no hard sell. As it turned
out, there was no need for one. You all rose to the
occasion with hardly any spark to light the fuse.
You will forgive me if I briefly channel Young Mr
Grace: You’ve all done very well.
Thank you.
Ian Payn, EBU Vice-Chairman

www.ebu.co.uk

AROUND AND ABOUT
CAFÉ BRIDGE IN NOTTINGHAM
Over
80
bright-eyed
and
determined
players came
together for
the
tenth
Nottingham
Café Bridge
event in April. Armed with individual route cards
and a map, participants strolled between venues
where they played six hands of bridge in a group
of 12. It worked seamlessly, with 84 players
moving between five different venues to a tight
timetable without bumping into one another.
Players recorded the scores using their smart
phones and the BriAn app. Results were instantly
updated throughout the day. Mike Nailard & Ian
Nicholson came first, with Kathryn Growchoska
& Ann Adkin in second place. The event raised
£1,500 for Rainbows Children’s Hospice.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BRADGATE!

Bradgate Bridge Club celebrated its 50th
anniversary at the end of March. Over 100
members attended, including Sue Tyler, daughter
of the founder member Howard Tyler. Also
present was the Club’s oldest member, Monica
Lucas (93), who still turns out for the league
teams on occasion – proof indeed that bridge
keeps the mind sharp!

NEBA BEATS AULD ENEMY

BAWBURGH BUILDS ON SUCCESS
Norfolk’s Bawburgh Bridge Club found itself
with surplus funds after increasing membership
to 235 and enjoying an average 15 tables per
session. Together with the county bridge
association, it has put some of the funds towards
an EBED course training new bridge teachers in
Norfolk.
The club offers many varied sessions, including
supervised play and beginner courses. It has an
excellent reputation for friendly and sociable
bridge, run by dedicated, hard working and
much-valued volunteers who are willing to give
something back to the club. The club has also
invested heavily in IT equipment and
management software.

Please recycle
this magazine when you
have finished with it

www.ebu.co.uk

The North East Bridge Association, represented by
Berwick 1 (pictured) and Berwick 2, played
Scotland Eastern district in early July with England
winning both the A & B Teams matches. The
match has been a regular event since the 50s and is
known as the Scottish match.

A 75 YEAR AGE GAP
Bury Athenaeum
Bridge Club
boasts an age
range of 75
years. Beattie
Levene is 99,
while Max
Sampson is 24.
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Landmark Promotions
March 2018 – June 2018
Congratulations to the newly promoted
Premier Grand Masters:
David Kendrick, Cambs & Hunts

Grand Masters:
Brian Browse, Dorset
Paul Chapman, Surrey
Mark Hooper, Dorset
Gordon Rainsford, London

Master

Kent

Manchester

Pam Reed

Life Master

Regional Master
Barbara Eastabrook
Karen Jones

Dorset

Helen Erichsen

Grand Master

Regional Master

Brian Browse
Mark Hooper

John Erdos
Georgina Howe
Colin Mahrer

Master
Stephen Coltman
Richard Denning

Essex
Life Master
Patrick O'Gara

Regional Master

John Moody
Gordon Scott

Alan Evans
Mary McKenzie

Master

Avon

Channel Islands

Master

Erik Saelensminde

Geraldine Cruickshank
Frances Hardman
Janet O'Brien
Ralph Power
Ray Westwood

Cornwall

Bedfordshire
Regional Master
Penny Bligh

Master
Martin Williams

Berks & Bucks
Life Master
Richard Bridgen
Evelyn Crossley

Regional Master
David Calcutt

Master
David Balderson
Kathy Brisbourne
Brian Buckley
Angela Camden
Rosemary Clarke
Alan Edwards
Maggi Giblin
Philippa Goss
Barbara Kasperek
Gill Lloyd
Sarah Mitchell
Malcolm Oliver
Nicholas Roy
Mary Sharp
Jean Spalding
Graham Thwaites
Ian Young

Cambs & Hunts
Premier Grand Master
David Kendrick

Regional Master

Regional Master
Margaret Buckingham
Jennifer Congdon
Barry Cuff

Master
Roger Jones
Brian Watts

Cumbria

Regional Master
Tanya Genthe

Master
Janice Ashby
Jeffery Bowman
Trevor Butler
Anthony Coeshall
Sue French
Martyn Neill
Heather Olliffe
Andrew Penny
Carol Webb

Gloucestershire
Life Master
Andrea Powell

Master

Regional Master

Marjorie Bell
John Marshalsea
Alexander Thorburn

Master

Derbyshire
Life Master
Richard Horsley

Regional Master
Harry Madden

Master
Mick Hepworth
Desmond Lowes
Jenny Park
Ian Robson
Jenny Simpson
Brian Slatcher

Devon
Life Master
Betty Golding
William Hamilton
William Hamilton

Regional Master
Sam Anoyrkatis
Jo Davies
Mair Preston-Jones

Master
Bryn Beckett
Fay Dockings
Carole Jones
Kate Ross
Margaret Shapcott
Royston Williams

Sheila Ferguson
Peter Jackson
Peter Jackson
Verity Joubert
Simon Stokes

Direct

Master

Regional Master

Stephen Hale

Petar Ivanov
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Roger Eaton
Nigel Pitel
Ian Sidgwick
Philip Ward

Hants and I.O.W.
Life Master
Tracey Adams

Regional Master
Dennis Adams
Geoff Oldfield

Master
Ray Elliott
Andrew Ferguson
Mary Ferguson
Ivan Helmer
Jim Ramadan
Brian Rhodes
Mike Wooding

Master
Wendy Balmer
Charles Boswell
Tony Bosworth
Mike Bryant
Jan Gregory
Bob Moore
Mike Sharp
Howard Surfleet
Jon Thoresen
Ian Wray

Lancashire
Life Master
Don Hilton

Master
Norman Atkin
Jan Bailey
Alan Bradford
Jimmy Crabtree
Jenny Davis
Ramesh Gulati
Kenneth Joseph Hardman
Harry Loynds
Ron Montgomery
Chris Nicholson
Steve Quinn
Robert Riding
Ann Smith
Keith Stewart
Raj Subramaniam
James Woodcock

Leicestershire
Regional Master
Peter Stockdale

Lincolnshire
Master
Charles Palmer
Stephen Travis

London
Grand Master
Gordon Rainsford

Herefordshire

Life Master

Master
John Duvall

Marion Robertson
Rosie White

Hertfordshire

Regional Master

Regional Master
David Fensome
Bob Veal
Alan Woof

Kyoko Hashizume
Noriko Horsley
Oscar Selby
Nathalie Shashou

Master

Master

Tony Constable
Anthea Denton
Terri Humphrey
Eng Kessler
Isobel Morton
Ron Raine
Dai Rowley-Jones

David King
Oliver Lawrence
Qian Li
Iain MacLeay
Nick Mock
Liam Sanderson
Calum Stewart

Master
Lawrence Abramson
Simon Alexander
Angela Ashleigh
Henry Bissell
Joan Duckworth
Philip Eagle
Margaret Harris
Shirley Jelfs
Maggie McPhillips
Paul Murray
Pamela Stone
Colin Westwood
Judy Yates

Merseyside &
Cheshire
Master
R G Brown
Ann Davies
Anne Dodd
Elsie Holloway
Bob Hudson
Gabriel McCarthy
Ann Owen
Aidan Prescott
Kelvin Schneider

Middlesex
Life Master
Rob Corrie

Regional Master
David Landes
John Prust
Ala Swietochowski
Peter Tischler

Master
Maurice Esterson
T Murray-Bates

Norfolk
Regional Master
Alan Hourd
Gary Putman

Master
John Bean
Karen Seaman
Jean Senior

North East
Regional Master
Stephen Reay

Master
Trevor Blacklock
Daisy Dillon
Chris Mundy
William Walker

Northamptonshire
Life Master
Christina Heames

Master
Derek Ashworth
Gerry Kingston
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Fiona Parker
Anne Ramamoorthy
Tony Tullett

Nottinghamshire

Katrina Foote
Kirsten Horton
Martyn MacDonald
Michael Martin

John Cox
Brenda Elshaw
Teresa Ford
Steve Leach
Richard Mead
Marion Meader
Marie Perry
Clare Rooth
Susan Shahrabani
Bruno Speranza
Margaret Thomas

Master

Staffs & Shrops

Donna Billeter
Andrew Dexter
Di Jackson-Dwyer
Maciej Lejman
Anne O'Brien
Richard Page
Tony Stephenson

Master
Martin Aherne
Ian Andrew
Jill Bird
Linda Davies
Pat Gilbert
Eileen Woolverton

Sussex

Oxford

Suffolk

Regional Master

Regional Master

Life Master

Michiel Cottaar

Michael O'Reilly

Master

Master

Jerry Boylan
Val Clayton
David Emerson
Lawrence Haines
Glynn Leaney
Suzanne Litchfield
John May
Janice Spearing
John Stayte
Richard Whittington

Dave Allen
Dilys Hall
Joan Jaggard
Keith Jaggard
Arnaud Lelorrain
Dick Reeve
Nany Sudbury

Somerset

Surrey
Grand Master
Paul Chapman

Regional Master

Life Master

Ginette Brown
Simon Prager
Giorgio Provenza

Gillian Toogood

Regional Master
Louise Hobhouse
Robert Hobhouse

Master
Scott Bayfield
Nadine Born
John Brooks
Eileen Buckfield
Betty Clarke
Penny Clarke
John Colligan
John Cox

Master
Martin Atton
Neil Barrington
Philip Batt
Noela Bray
Pat Bright
Peter Colton

William Bourne
John Mewes
Alan Setchell

Master
Adrian Alexander
Nigel Allen
Lesley Clark
Sally Clark
Claire Coghlin
Susan Ann Cook
Sean Cufley
Neil Flowerdew
Ann Gover
Jane House
Ann Lock
Christine Palmer
Gloria Taylor
Brian Tempest
Brenda Wilcox
Richard Wilson

Warwickshire
Life Master
Ken Crane
Susan Ryles

Regional Master
Sarah Jones

COUNTY NEWS
Please check your county website regularly for
up-to-date news and results.
click
COUNTY WEBSITES

link

www.avoncba.org.uk
Avon
www.bedsbridge.co.uk
Bedfordshire
www.bridgewebs.com/bbcba
Berks & Bucks
www.cambsbridge.org
Cambs & Hunts
www.bridgewebs.com/cicba
Channel Islands
www.bridgewebs.com/cornwall
Cornwall
www.bridgewebs.com/cumbria/
Cumbria
www.bridgewebs.com/derbyshire
Derbyshire
www.devonbridge.co.uk
Devon
www.bridgewebs.com/dorset
Dorset
www.essexbridge.co.uk
Essex
www.gcba.org.uk
Gloucestershire
www.bridgewebs.com/cicbaguernsey
Guernsey
www.bridgewebs.com/hiwcba/
Hants & Isle of Wight
www.herefordshirebridge.co.uk
Herefordshire
www.hertsbridge.co.uk
Hertfordshire

www.ebu.co.uk

Master
TPeter Abbott
Sheila Anning
Keith Beswick
Jeremy Clegg
Rosie Clive-Smith
Roger Fitton
Roy Gardiner
Susette Garrett
Nick Hall
Ed Laughton
Rob Penny
Greta Pittaway
David Robinson
Tess Singleton
Maria Smyth
Steve Spence
Mike Spencer
Barbara Whitbread
Malcolm Wilding
Mac Willetts

Sheila Morton
Liz Oldknow
Pat Turner
Bryan Willis

Worcestershire
Life Master
Ian Thompson

Regional Master
Geoffrey Herbert

Master
Margaret Jones
Steve Simmons
Jim Summers

Yorkshire
Life Master
Tony Swiers

Regional Master
Oliver Cowan
Neil Robertshaw

Westmorland

Master

Regional Master

Alan Aizlewood
Stephen Brown
Edward Dearden
Witold Dudek
George Derek France
Gillian Fry
Peter Jeans
Karen Lemm
Arnold Morris
Aldo De Nardi
Madeleine Newby
Gill Rickard
Lisa Taylor
Hilary Thurlow
Ralph Towler
Nigel Walker
Rosemary Woolham

Mark Marshall

Master
Gay Talbot
Chris Walker

Wiltshire
Regional Master
Bill Nadel

Master
Audrey Archer
Rosie Caddick
Adrian Foster
Peter Goldson
Roger Harris
Jim Harvey
Thomas Martland
Tony Monks

www.manxbridgeunion.org
Isle of Man
www.bridgewebs.com/cicba
Jersey
www.kcba.org.uk
Kent
www.bridgewebs.com/lancs
Lancashire
www.bridgewebs.com/leicestershire/
Leicestershire
www.lincsbridge.org.uk
Lincolnshire
www.metrobridge.co.uk
London
www.manchesterbridge.org.uk
Manchester
www.mcba.org.uk
Merseyside/Cheshire
www.middlesexbridge.co.uk
Middlesex
www.bridgewebs.com/norfolk/
Norfolk
www.neba.co.uk
North East
www.bridgewebs.com/northants/
Northamptonshire
Nottinghamshire www.bridgewebs.com/nottinghamshire
www.oxfordshirebridge.co.uk
Oxfordshire
www.bridgewebs.com/somerset
Somerset
www.staffsandshrops.org.uk
Staffs & Shrops
www.suffolkbridge.co.uk
Suffolk
www.bridgewebs.com/surrey
Surrey
www.sccba.co.uk
Sussex
www.warwickshirebridge.co.uk
Warwickshire
www.bridgewebs.com/westmorland
Westmorland
www.wcba.co.uk
Wiltshire
www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire
Worcestershire
www.ycba.co.uk/
Yorkshire
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Club Bidding Quiz

by Julian Pottage

Answers to Questions on Page 14

click
link

Hand 1
´ K86532
™AKQ4
tQ7
®A

W
1´
?

N
Pass

E
3´

S
Pass

4®. With a four-loser hand and a good fit, a slam
seems distinctly possible. While you could ask for
aces, a one-ace reply would leave you unsure
whether the opponents have two fast diamonds to
cash. The solution is a 4® cue-bid, showing a
control in clubs and inviting partner to cue-bid in
return.
Hand 2
´ A 10 3 2
™7
tQ932
®KJ74

W

N

E

S
Pass

Pass
?

2™1

Pass

Pass

1

W
1NT
?

N
Pass

E
4NT

S
Pass

Pass. A direct raise of a no trump bid does not ask
about aces or key cards. Instead it is an invitational
bid, indicating that the values for a slam should be
present if you are maximum. Here your hand is very
much minimum and you decline the invitation.

Hand 5
´ A982
™K7432
t3
® 943

W

N

E
1NT

S
Pass

?

Weak

Double. With a shortage in the opposing suit and
support for the other suits, you should be happy to
compete. Partner should not place you with a lot of
values because you passed at your previous turn.

Hand 3
´–
™ 10 2
t A Q 10 9 3 2
®KQ543

Hand 4
´ K84
™QJ7
tK872
® K65

W
3t
?
1
Weak

N
4´

E
Dble

S
2´1
Pass

5®. Although the usual rule is not to pull a penalty
double, your hand has considerably more shape
than it might have. If the opponents are sensible,
partner will be doubling on values rather than a
trump stack. Having already shown the diamonds,
you now describe the other main feature of your
hand.
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2®. You can use Stayman on a weak hand so long as
you can cope with any reply from the opener. Here
you will be happy to pass if partner bids a major or
continue with 2™ over 2t. By asking about the
majors, you increase your chance of finding a fit.
W
Hand 6
´ Q98
™Q
t J 10 6 5 4
® J 10 5 2

N

E
1™

S
Pass

?

1NT. Holding six high card
points you have enough to keep the bidding open.
Playing four-card majors you do not want to be in a
hurry to pass a 1™ opening with a singleton heart.
The 1NT response does not promise a balanced
hand – it just denies the ability to raise hearts or to
show a spade suit or the strength for a 2-level bid.r
www.ebu.co.uk

Bridge Club Live

by Barrie Partridge

DIDO on the Dee!

click
link

O

ur annual weekend reunion took place
recently at Chester. Around 60 Bridge Club
Live members invaded the city to play a lot
of bridge! We were also treated to two excellent
seminars by two of our top players, Ed Scerri and
Mike Elliot. An early Sunday morning cruise on a
chartered boat on the River Dee included some
bridge in the style of our main Drop-In Drop-Out
(DIDO) room online.
A few days earlier I played the North hand below
in our main room. As dealer, with East-West
vulnerable, I opened 1NT and was left to play there.
I somehow managed four tricks for 69%. But
another line on the traveller caught my eye.

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer North.
´ Q J 10 9
™ Q6
t KQ75
® Q94
873
´ AK4
N
AJ92
™ K 10 8
W
E
A 10
t 32
S
J 10 8 2
® AK653
´ 652
™ 7543
t J9864
® 7

So West ran the ®J and then the ™J. The latter was
covered by the ™Q and taken with the ™K. West
cashed four more clubs and three more hearts. As
the last heart was led from hand, this was the
position:

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
87
9
10
–

Q J 10
–
K
–
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AK4
–
3
–

6
7
98
–

North was squeezed and West made all 13 tricks
for 94% on the board. Poor old North, it’s not every
day you open 1NT and make no tricks at all!
Do come and join us in Bridge Club Live, the only
online bridge club based in the UK and with real
players!
r

Bridge Club Live, the only UK based
online bridge club, offers

D Fast, fun and friendly bridge in a format that
suits you.

West
3NT

North
1NT
All pass

East
Dble

South
2t

London’s Mike Tucker was West. North had
opened 1NT and his partner had doubled. After the
opponents had scrambled to 2t, Mike decided he
had heard enough and just bid 3NT.

North led the t5 and West took the tJ with the
tA. North’s 1NT opening suggested that North had
all the outstanding picture cards and especially the
queens of hearts and clubs.
www.ebu.co.uk

D Drop-in Drop-out Match Point Pairs and
social games

D Individual,

Improvers

and

IMP

Pairs

Tournaments, and Teams events

D Full bidding and play records of every deal
played.

D System

cards

for

new

and

regular

partnerships

D Discussion forums and members’ reunions

D EBU Master Points
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Funbridge Competitions

by Christophe Grosset

Watch an expert challenge Argine on the Funbridge blog

F

unbridge now offers the opportunity to
challenge its best player, Argine the robot, at a
5-board IMP match. Whilst its record is
astonishing with an 80% victory rate, can it actually
beat the best players out there?
Milan Macura, a member of the Czech Republic
open team which competed for the European title
in June, has accepted Argine’s challenge and is now
posting a weekly video where he takes on Argine
and comments on his own play in real time. It is a
great way for us all to improve whilst having a good
time watching the game that we love.
After losing the first match, Milan struck back in
the second one. I found this board of particular
interest. Milan held ´94 ™K105 tK98762 ®AJ and
his first decision was whether to open or not in
second position with everyone vulnerable … Milan
gave some insight regarding his thinking . . . let’s
hear him out:
D Both offensive and defensive possibilities with a
6-card suit plus an ace and two kings. You should
open despite having only 11 points.

D Expecting to play in diamonds if in a part score,
but in NT if in game, mainly because he doesn’t
have a singleton, hence a hand that can be
described as balanced despite the 6-card suit.
D Likes his heart and club holdings for playing NT
from his hand, but not his spade one, so Milan
was already planning what he would do on the
second round: bid 1NT if partner responds 1´
(to right side it) but 2t if he responds something
else.

The bidding then continued with 1™ on his left,
1´ showing five spades by partner and pass on his
right. Now that the bidding had become
competitive, Milan followed his judgement that
diamonds would play better in a part score and bid
2t, thinking that he could always bid NT later if
partner had enough to force to game. His partner
now bid 3NT which ended the auction.
Here is a recap of the auction:
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West

North

1™
Pass

1´
3NT

East
South
Pass
1t
Pass
2t
All Pass

East led the ™8 and, as it was played on
Funbridge, Milan had to fill North’s shoes and
declare the contract. How would you play?
´
™
t
®

J 10 8 6 3
A64
A4
K 10 8
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

94
K 10 5
K98762
AJ

Our Czech champion quickly realised that he did
well to open the bidding as he reached a very good
game with only 23 points combined. He would
always make nine tricks, providing the diamonds
were 3-2: two hearts, five diamonds (after conceding
one) and two clubs while the opponents would only
ever take three spades and one diamond.
Milan then said something that you should always
remember, ‘You never want to relax, if you think you
are making, always ask yourself, what could go
wrong?’. Here the answer is that diamonds could be
4-1, in which case you could survive if West had a
stiff Q, J or 10 by taking the ace and then playing a
diamond to the 9; if it makes the trick, then you will
give one diamond to East: if not, then diamonds are
3-2 and all of your diamonds are good. On the
actual hand, diamonds were 3-2 and it didn’t
matter, but it is because top players think about the
possibility of bad breaks on every board that they
can get it right when it actually happens.
Check out https://blog.funbridge.com/en_us/ to
follow Milan’s adventure against Argine and enjoy
hearing about his thought process card by card. r
www.ebu.co.uk

Sarah Bell’s quiz on Acol from page 10
What is your next bid?

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
A3
KJ64
KQ973
65

´
™
t
®

1t-1´, ?

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
A Q J 10 8 7
K53
AQ8
7

´
™
t
®

What do you know?

Hand 3
J 10 5
QJ73
K
KQJ83

1´-1NT, ?

Hand 4
A K J 10 3
J642
KQ5
7

´
™
t
®

1´-2t, ?

Three of these auctions promise a six card suit in
West’s hand…which ones?
1

West
1™
2™

East
1NT

2

West
1®
2®

East
1t

3

West
1t
3t

East
1´

4

West
1t
2t

East
1´

5

West
1™
2™

East
2®

6

West
1™
2™

East
1´

1®-1™, ?

Hand 5
J62
8
AQ85
AQ872

1®-1´, ?

Answers
Hand 1. You should rebid 2t. 2™ would be a
reverse, showing 16+ points and you have no
other suit to bid.

Hand 2. Rebid 3´, showing 16-18ish points and a
decent six card suit. Partner can pass with a really
bad hand or bid on if they have something.

Hand 3. Raise to 2™. With this shape and a decent
opening hand you would prefer to raise to 3™, but
the singleton king and lack of aces make this a
poor 13 count.

Hand 4. Bid 2™. It doesn’t matter that most of your
points are outside hearts, it will be useful for
partner to know about your shape and you might
find a 4-4 heart fit.

Hand 5. Raise partner to 2´, showing 12-14 points
and at least three card support.

www.ebu.co.uk

Answers
The answers are 2, 3 and 6. Auction 1 just says
‘let’s play here’. It it pretty likely to be a six card suit
but it doesn’t guarantee one. In auction 4, partner
could have five diamonds and four hearts and be
too weak to reverse into 2™. Auction 5 looks slightly
different as partner has responded at the two level,
showing enough to play in game opposite 15-16
balanced, but is very similar in practice. 2´ is still a
reverse and would show extra values, so partner
might have four spades and five hearts on this
auction but be too weak to bid 2´.
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Rosen’s quiz on doubles from page 26
You are playing 5-card majors and a strong no
trump; make the next bid with the following hands:

Hand 1

´
™
t
®

A875
J4
K87
KJ76

´
™
t
®

A87
J62
K93
KJ32

´
™
t
®

75
AK84
Q53
K832

´
™
t
®

75
AK84
A5
KQJ73

´
™
t
®

A87
J62
K93
KJ32

´
™
t
®

A87
J62
KQ5
KJ32

´
™
t
®

AQ7
J62
KQ5
AQ32

´
™
t
®

A87
J654
K5
KJ32

W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1™

S
1´

W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1™

S
1´

W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1™

S
1´

W
1®
?

N
Pass

E
1™

S
1´

W
1®
?

N
E
Pass 1™

S
2t

W
1®
?

N
E
Pass 1™

S
2t

W
1®
?

N
E
Pass 1™

S
2t

W
1®
?

N
E
Pass 1™

S
2t

Hand 2

Hand 3

Hand 4

Hand 5

Hand 6

Hand 7

Hand 8
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Hand 9

´
™
t
®

A8
J962
K5
KJ732

´
™
t
®

A87
KQ62
5
KQ732

Hand 10

W
1®
?

N
E
Pass 1™

S
2t

W
1®
?

N
E
Pass 1™

S
2t

You are responder. Make the next bid in the
following auctions:
Hand 11

´
™
t
®

Q75
KJ873
52
J76

´
™
t
®

Q75
KJ87
52
J763

´
™
t
®

J75
KJ87
652
Q63

´
™
t
®

752
KJ984
65
AJ7

´
™
t
®

A87
KJ932
93
A54

´
™
t
®

987
KQ74
85
AK63

W
N
1®
Pass
Dble Pass

E
1™
?

S
1´

W
N
1®
Pass
Dble Pass

E
1™
?

S
1´

W
N
1®
Pass
Dble Pass

E
1™
?

S
1´

W
1®
2™

N
Pass
3t

E
1™
?

S
2t

W
1®
2™

N
Pass
3t

E
1™
?

S
2t

W
1®
2™

N
Pass
3t

E
1™
?

S
2t

Hand 12

Hand 13

Hand 14

Hand 15

Hand 16

www.ebu.co.uk

ANSWERS
Hand 1 Pass. Without 3-card support you are left
with 1NT or Pass. With just 12 points and a single
spade stop I think pass is prudent.

Hand 2 Dble. Showing 3-card support, any
strength (though in practice a weak no trump is
probably the most frequent hand type). Having a
minimum is not such a deterrent since they have
only overcalled at the 1-level.

Hand 3 2™. Showing 4-card support (personally I
even think this is best alerted).

Hand 4 2´. Showing 16+ with a primary heart fit
(an advanced version of the unassuming cue bid
– here extended to opener not responder as is
usually the case with UCBs)

Hand 5 Pass. Yes you might, I repeat might,
double to show 3-card heart support. However
with only a minimum and the dreaded 4333
shape I think pass is correct. We are not obliged to
bid here as the overcall came at the 2-level.

prepare to play a 4-3 fit with consummate skill.

Hand 14 3™. We might well choose to compete
here. We are known to have nine trumps so the
‘Level of the Fit’ supports this decision. You can
take into account vulnerability when making
decisions like this.

Hand 15 4™. I would bid 4™ here – sometimes we
need to take the pressure off partner. Our good
controls (aces and kings) will be pulling full
weight so game should have a realistic chance. A
fringe benefit is that sometimes the opponents
will now sacrifice if we appear to have bid game
confidently enough – even if it is a phantom
sacrifice! We will of course then double most
happily.

Hand 16 3½™ seems the best bid to me. I suggest
you can achieve that if you play ‘game-try
doubles’ here. So I would double – but maybe that
r
is a subject for another time . . .

Hand 6 Dble. Here we are able to admit to 3-card
support quite happily.

Hand 7 2NT. Even with three hearts it is best to
describe 18-19 balanced, on this occasion with
two diamond stoppers. Heaven preserve any of
you that wish this to be 12-14. Guess what?
Partner might only have 5 or 6 HCP.

Hand 8 2™. With 4-card support the minimum
values should be no real deterrent to supporting.

Hand 9 2™. Sometimes we have a weak no trump,
sometimes clubs and support. Either way we
simply show a minimum with 4-card support.

Hand 10 3™. A great way to cramp the bidding for
the opponents without overstating our values.
This shows under 16 HCP due to our failure to
make a UCB of 3t! Neat.

Hand 11 2™. Partner has shown 3-card support so
this is an easy one.

Hand 12 2®. This will suggest we only have four

Answers to crossword on page 52
1

E

4

5

7

6

S O F

F

9

N A R C O U T R U N

10

G R E

E N P O

12

E V E N S
14

N A M P
16

Hand 13 2™. As usual I’m not trying to shy away

20

www.ebu.co.uk

3

L P A C K

8

hearts (otherwise we would repeat since partner
has shown three) and minimum values with 4+
clubs, giving partner a choice.
from the difficulties associated with the subject.
Without a true spade stopper 1NT is unattractive
(though not impossible I suppose). We have no
side-suit to offer so simply have to be brave and

2

D E

I

17

P O S

13

S

R E

F

23

I

N S

I

15

E R

E D N C E

E W T U T P
21

11

N T

C G K H

C K
19

18

I

L A Z A

T A T E D
22

E N C E R M E M E

E D G E

L

E

S

S A D
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BLAST fROm ThE PAST –
THE POST MORTEM

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer West.
´ A87
™ 95
tKQ9873
®Q3
93
´ KQJ2
N
Q J 10 8 3
™ 762
E
W
4
t AJ652
S
J 10 9 8 2
® 7
´ 10 6 5 4
™ AK4
t 10
®AK654

November 1946

West: Well, I believe in trusting my partner rather
than the opponents. I obey orders and if things go
wrong it’s not my fault.

East: (4) I didn’t regard my double as an order. It
merely expressed a belief that they couldn’t make
the contract. Obviously to justify that belief, I
must hold some good diamonds, but not
necessarily good enough to want them led.

South: I’m inclined to agree. (5) If he wanted a
diamond lead, he would have doubled 3t. (6) A
heart lead doesn’t break the contract, though.

East: (7) I’m not so sure. On the first heart trick, I
should drop the ™2. What would that have
conveyed to you, West?

West: (8) I should have regarded it as a Suit
Preference Signal, demanding a switch to clubs.

West
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
1t
2t
3t
Pass

East
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble

South
2®
2NT
3NT
Redble

est led the t4. East won with the ace and
switched to the ´K. South won with
dummy’s ace, cleared the diamonds and
made the redoubled contract for the loss of two
tricks in diamonds and two in spades.

W

After the hand had been played a discussion
ensued between the four players. Certain comments
have been printed in italics and numbered. You are
asked to classify them as A. a sensible observation,
B. an erroneous, ignorant or irrational observation,
or C. an observation, not in itself unreasonable, but
justified only through a knowledge of all four
hands:

THE POST MORTEM
East: Sorry for the double, partner, but (1) I think
you might have led the ™Q.

West: If you hadn’t doubled, I should of course
have led a heart, (2) but since you had, I was
obliged to lead dummy’s suit.

North: (3) Even if I’ve bid it three times?
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South: H’m. Must be a lot of clubs in this pack. (9)
Still, I suppose from West’s point of view, my
club bid might have been psychic.

East: Might have been! (10) But if you haven’t any
clubs and I am presumed to hold the rest of the
diamonds, it’s odd that you’ve never bid spades.

North: (11) A club switch by West wouldn’t be
bad, if South holds off the first heart.

South: Nice of you, North. My dummy play does
sometimes rise above text-book rules of thumb.

North: Sorry, old man. (12) But seriously, your
bidding wasn’t exactly a text-book model.

South: (13) I admit the redouble was a bit flighty.
North: I wasn’t referring to that. (14) It’s your 3NT
bid I dislike.

West: (15) But look at his hand! He had four
honour tricks and a 5-card suit.

North (16) Maybe, but if he fancied his hand so
much, he should have bid 3NT directly over my
2t.

East: (17) Quite. Bidding the hand his way simply
invites a double if the hand is a misfit.

West: (18) I think North ought to have passed
2NT. (19) After all, he hasn’t really got an
opening bid and he shouldn’t rebid his hand.
www.ebu.co.uk

North: (20) I disagree. 3NT may still be a make, if
South has a different type of hand. (21) And if he
hasn’t, 3t will be safer than 2NT.

West: (22) That’s all very well, but how is the
wretched South to tell?

South: (23) Of course, I should have been able to
tell. North is quite right.

East: (24) Perhaps I should have bid a 1´ over
North’s 1t. It would have helped West with his
defence.

South: I daresay West needs all the help he can get,
(25) but you’d still have got a pretty poor result
on the hand.

and must be considered in the light of all the
circumstances of the individual hand.

(1) A. (2) B. (3) A. (4) A.
(5) A. If East had doubled 3t, West would have
had a stronger case for leading the suit. As it was, the
absence of such a double is an additional reason for
not doing so.
(6) & (7). Intelligent, as opposed to purely double
dummy, defence does break the contract. If East
plays the heart deuce, he indicates that from his
angle there is no future in the suit. West, knowing
that declarer has the ace and king and that he
himself is entryless, should also realise that there is
no future in hearts, and should switch.

(6) B & 7 (A).

POST MORTEM ANSWERS
(1), (2), (3) & (4). East’s contention is perfectly
valid. The opponents’ bidding has been pretty
revealing. North’s opening is substantially based on
length in diamonds and South, in spite of the
warning issued by his partner’s bid of 3t, has made
a gambling try for game. Unless there are nine tricks
on top, which is unlikely, he will only succeed if he
can establish either diamonds or clubs. East knows
the diamonds to be stacked, and from his singleton
in the suit has good reason to suppose that the clubs
are too. The contract will therefore probably fail and
may flop very badly, but only provided the play
takes its normal course and the declarer is not
actively assisted to set up one of his long suits.
North’s remark (3) is very much to the point in this
connection; he is known by West to have very
considerable length in diamonds and, since he
opened the bidding, to be not entirely lacking in
entry cards. West is fortunate in that he has a
perfectly safe lead in the ™Q, and even if the suit
cannot be established through lack of entries, the
threat of its establishment may well embarrass the
declarer.
In contrast to the ‘Lightner’ double of a slam
contract, a double of 3NT is never an absolute
command to lead a suit bid by dummy. If during a
somewhat complex round of bidding, the player
who subsequently becomes dummy has bid one or
more suits and has not been supported by his
partner, a double is obviously a strong suggestion to
the defender on lead that an attack on one of these
suits will provide the most hopeful line of defence,
but it cannot be generalised into an invariable rule
www.ebu.co.uk

(8) B. This is quite preposterous. Suit Preference
Signals only apply in the most obvious cases and
should never be permitted to interfere with normal
signalling methods. East’s play of the heart deuce
does no more than suggest the abandonment of
hearts and a switch to West’s most natural lead.
Quite clearly this should be spades, both because
East probably has substantial values in the suit and
because the removal of an entry card from dummy
is patently desirable.
(9) & (10). Even if South is known to be addicted
to the practice of bidding a suit with the object of
inhibiting its lead at no trumps it is unlikely that he
would have taken the dangerous course of doing so
on the first round. Moreover, if he has neither clubs
nor diamonds he must have length in spades, and it
would indeed be odd if he never attempted what,
for all he knows, may be a lay-down major suit
game. The fact that such a remark should have been
made by South is illustrative of how the mere
reputation of certain players for ‘clever’ bidding can
be exploited to induce quite irrational fears in the
minds of the opponents.

(9) B & (10) A.

(11) A. A switch to the ®J would not be bad, in
that the contract can still be defeated and an attack
in a no trump contract on a doubleton honour,
especially when the dummy includes two
doubletons, is well known to experienced players to
tend to disrupt declarer’s communications, even
though the suit itself cannot be established. The
spade switch is, nevertheless, much to be preferred,
since, if East’s jack is transposed with one of South’s
small spades, it alone will prevent East being endplayed on spades and the contract being made.
August 2018 English Bridge
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(12), (13), (14), (15) & (16). Comment 13 is
clearly an understatement. Even though he has
opened the bidding, North’s bid of 3t is clearly in
the nature of a sign-off. He indicates unmistakeably
that he has no other suit to bid, cannot support
clubs and has good reason to dislike no trumps. If
South felt that his hand was only good enough for
2NT on the second round, his only justification for
bidding 3NT on the third is either a fit with his
partner’s diamonds or a solid suit of his own. He
had neither. South could not seriously be blamed if
he had bid game on the second round, since his
partner could scarcely have less to open vulnerable
and the actual contract is not altogether
unreasonable. His selected mode of procedure,
however, was illogical, and West’s remark (15)
therefore irrelevant and ignorant.

(12) A. (13) A. (14) A. (15) B. (16) A.
(17) A. This is a further consideration in favour
of bidding game on the second round, without
exposing too obviously to the opponents the misfit
nature of the hand.
(18), (19), (20), (21). There is little to be said in
favour of North’s passing 2NT. It is true that North’s
hand is weak in honour tricks and his opening
justified only by the length and intermediates in
diamonds. But if these values are an essential
component of his opening bid, it is undesirable to
play the hand in a contract where they may not
materialise as tricks. A bid of 3t here is not a rebid
in any constructive sense and is essentially negative
and discouraging. If South held a more balanced
type of hand with the tA, or even the tJ, 3NT
might well be possible, and South would not be out
of order in bidding it.

(18) B. (19) B. (20) A. (21) A.
(22), (23). South should take the view that,
without an honour in diamonds, 3NT is too risky a
proposition. Even with one, it may be far from a
certainty but unlikely to be altogether impossible on
any lie of the opposing cards.

(22) B. (23) A.
(24), (25). East should not seriously contemplate
a spade bid, especially when vulnerable. After
North’s opening diamond there is already some
evidence of a misfit for North-South, with possible
trouble for whichever side plays the hand. Purely as
a lead directing bid, 1´ cannot be worth the risk.
South would be fully justified in doubling such a
bid, and East-West would have incurred a loss of at
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least 50 points to save a game which should not in
fact be made. Even if West rescues into 2™, and it is
doubtful whether he should, he loses 200, and is
lucky not to lose more.

(24) B. (25) A.

RICHARD FLEET’S
CONTEMPORARY TAKE ON
‘POST MORTEM’

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer West.
´ A87
™ 95
tKQ9873
®Q3
93
´ KQJ2
N
Q J 10 8 3
™ 762
W
E
4
t AJ652
S
J 10 9 8 2
® 7
´ 10 6 5 4
™ AK4
t 10
®AK654

West
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
1t
2t
3t
Pass

East
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble

South
2®
2NT
3NT
Redble

The quiz was set by J C H (Jack) Marx who also
wrote the commentary, originally published in the
December 1946 edition of Contract Bridge Journal
(available on the EBU website). Marx was widely
regarded as the academic brain behind Acol and, in
conjunction with the twins Bob and Jim Sharples,
developed a version of the system that influenced a
generation of British players. He was also the
original developer in this country of the 2®
response to 1NT asking for a four-card major,
though Ewart Kempson had earlier suggested
something on similar lines: George Rapee came up
with the same idea in the USA and it was publicised
there by one of his team mates. Although it would
be more logical to refer to the convention as
‘Kempson-Marx-Rapee’, Sam Stayman’s name will
forever be attached to it.
Marx was a prominent tournament player before
the War and part of the Acol team that won
www.ebu.co.uk

everything in sight in 1937. Whilst Maurice
Harrison-Gray and S J (Skid) Simon were perhaps
regarded as the stronger pair on the team, the
contribution of Marx and Iain Macleod – later to be
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the Heath
government – was real enough. After the War, Marx
played in fewer tournaments but was good enough
to be part of the Great Britain team (in partnership
with Harrison-Gray) which won the 1950 European
Championship, thus completing a hat-trick of
victories for GB. I knew Marx in his later years
when he played at the London Duplicate club, often
with Bob or Jim: he remained a good player and had
matured into a
benevolent
elder
statesman of the
game.
The
sequence
discussed in the
article was not
impressive. Whilst
the bidding up to
2t was normal
enough,
though
cautious
players
might pass the
North hand, South’s
rebid of 2NT strikes
me
as
overconservative and I would have expected 2´: over
this, North should give preference to 3® and South
would then try 3NT. With the 500 bonus for
winning the rubber in prospect, this is a perfectly
decent contract though not makeable on best
defence given the lie of the cards.
I have to say that I disagree with Marx and that I
would not rebid 3t over 2NT. With the queen in
partner’s suit and a side ace, I am happy enough
with a no trump contract. South’s 3NT rebid was
inconsistent, though understandable, the ten of
diamonds being a valuable card (for instance if
North has QJ9xxx).
East’s double is the sort that good players love to
make, though he would have ideally preferred
slightly better diamond intermediates: even the 7
rather than the 6 would have made a deal of
difference. South’s redouble is no more than a
victory roll in celebration of having secured another
contract.

West’s opening lead of a diamond might
charitably be described as uninspired. With clubs
bottled up, and an attractive sequence to lead from,
a heart is far better. I think that South should win
the first heart and immediately attack diamonds:
assuming that declarer plays a top honour from
dummy, there is no point in East ducking, so he
should win and continue a heart. As Marx pointed
out, it is preposterous to regard East’s trick one play
of his lowest heart as suit preference. Although there
are times when a suit preference signal at trick one
is appropriate, this is not one of them.
This is the crucial point in the play: declarer
might well decide to
play for hearts to be
4-4 (or 6-2) and win
the second heart – if
he does so, he is
obviously doomed
to defeat. But, if he
ducks, West must be
alert and switch to a
spade (not difficult)
rather than woodenly
continuing
with
hearts.
Although
it
smacks of a doubledummy play, East
had an unlikely chance to beat the contract, or at
least to give declarer the chance to go wrong:
because West held ´9, switching to the two after
winning the first trick might well have been
successful. However, had declarer got the suit right
by playing the ten, this would have resulted in two
redoubled overtricks at 400 points each – expensive
when playing for money!
One final point on the bidding. In discussing
whether or not East should overcall 1´, Marx
assumes, as was standard in those days that a double
by South would be penalty. Nowadays, of course,
most would play it as negative. It is interesting to
note that, in the 1930s, Lieutenant-Colonel Walter
Buller – who was a proponent of natural bidding
and absolutely opposed to artificial conventions –
regarded a double of one-level intervention as
‘informatory’ (not for penalty).
I think that Marx did a pretty good job of
analysing the bidding and play of this hand: what
r
do you think?

Bowyer’s Suit Combination Challenge from p12

1

How would you play 3NT on this deal? West
leads the ´Q.
´
™
t
®

Hand 1: South
plays in 3NT
West leads the ´Q

K5
A974
8432
A62

2

How would you play 3NT on this deal? West
leads the ´J, covered by dummy’s ´Q and
East’s ´K.
´
™
t
®

Hand 2: South
plays in 3NT
West leads the ´J

Q2
A974
8432
AK2

N
W

N

E

W

S

´
™
t
®

E
S

´
™
t
®

A4
K85
A Q 10 6 5
10 7 3

A4
K85
A Q 10 6 5
10 7 3

Preliminary Analysis:

Preliminary Analysis:

You have six top tricks (to wit: two spades, two
hearts, one diamond and one club). A total of
four diamond tricks would swell the coffers to
nine.
How do you intend to play the diamond suit?

You have six top tricks (to wit: one spade, two
hearts, one diamond and two clubs). Four
diamond tricks would swell the coffers to nine,
but losing the lead could spell ruin.
How do you intend to play the diamond suit?

ANSWERS

1

You need four diamond tricks, not five. To
avoid any guesses in the suit you should lay
down the tA, intending to cross to a heart and
play another diamond. This is one of the layouts
you are catering for:

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
Q J 10 9 7
63
KJ
Q954

K4
A974
8432
A62
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

8652
Q J 10 2
97
KJ8

A4
K85
A Q 10 6 5
10 7 3

As the cards lie, West obliges by dropping the tJ on
the ace, so you can continue with the tQ from
hand, setting up sufficient tricks for the contract.
Had you won trick one on table and finessed the
tQ, though, you’d have faced an agony of
indecision after you were next on lead. Should you
lay down the tA or should you cross to table and
finesse against East’s possible remaining tJ x? Best
to eliminate such guesses.
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2

Here, with spades wide open after trick one (or
trick two, should you choose to duck the ´A at
trick one) you cannot risk losing the lead. For
sure, you only need four diamond tricks, but laying
down the tA is a luxury you cannot afford. You
have to try to pick up the diamond suit without
losing the lead and that, in effect, means attempting
to make five tricks in the suit. You must cross to the
table and try a diamond to the queen. This is one of
the layouts you are catering for:

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
J 10 9 7 6 2
Q3
J
9654

Q2
A974
8432
AK2
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

K85
J 10 6 2
K97
QJ8

A4
K85
A Q 10 6 5
10 7 3

You started out hoping that East started life with
tK x, but the layout above is just as good. When
West drops the jack you cross back to dummy and
finesse the t10, claiming an overtrick.
www.ebu.co.uk

POET’S CORNER
The NGS Working Party – Report
So you gave up times of leisure?
To find a new and current measure
Of skill and acumen at Bridge
Yes, we did, on average!
What we hope we will provide
Is a dynamic playing guide
It will apply to one and all
Using grades that rise or fall
A grade may run from Ace to Two
And changing it is up to you
Not all can be Ace, King or Queen
But, for most, there is the dream
Your lifetime record is your rank
- how many points are in the bank!
A grade will give an indication
Where e’re you play, throughout the Nation.
What of one’s achievements great?
How should these be given rate?
Let those highs not be forgotten
Unlike when you get a bottom!!
The Gold scheme lets us rank the best
But other scales could weigh the rest
Silver, Bronze, plain Green or Black
For ‘runners-up’ and ‘in-the-pack’
So no matter who you are
Improver, Master, Superstar
Watch your progress, score your highs
So that interest never dies.
Andy Kittridge, former member of the
NGS Working Party

