The EBU members’ magazine – June 2019 – Issue 283

INSIDE GUIDE

English Bridge
© All rights reserved
ENGLISH BRIDGE
is published every two months by the

ENGLISH BRIDGE UNION
Broadfields, Bicester Road,
Aylesbury HP19 8AZ
( 01296 317200

Fax: 01296 317220

postmaster@ebu.co.uk
Web site: www.ebu.co.uk
________________

Editor: Lou Hobhouse
Raggett House, Bowdens, Somerset, TA10 0DD
( 0790 5038575
lou@ebu.co.uk
________________

Editorial Board
Jeremy Dhondy (Chairman),
Lou Hobhouse, Gordon Rainsford, Samantha Kelly
________________

Advertising Manager
Chris Danby at Danby Advertising
Fir Trees, Hall Road, Hainford,
Norwich NR10 3LX

( / Fax 01603 898678
adsales@ebu.co.uk
________________

Printing: Wyndeham Group
________________
English Bridge is also published online
in the Members’ Area at www.ebu.co.uk

ARTICLES IN ENGLISH BRIDGE
ARE COLOUR CODED
Education:
Tough
Taxing
Tricky
Tame

From the Chairman
ACOLytes – Sarah Bell
Basic Cardplay – Paul Bowyer
Heffalump Traps – Bakhshi’s questions
Club Bidding Quiz – Pottage’s questions
Sleuth’s Quiz – Ron Klinger
Bridge Fiction – David Bird
Traps for the Unwary – Michael Byrne
Add one thing . . . – Neil Rosen
Ask Frances – Frances Hinden
Beat Today’s Experts – Bird’s questions
Heather’s Hints – Heather Dhondy
Matchpoints v Cross-Imps – Robin Barker
Prize Leads Quiz – Mould’s questions
Bridge Tips – David Gold
A June Squeeze – Andrew Robson
Great Bridge Disasters – David Burn
Calendar and Competition News
Ask Robin – Robin Barker
In the Old days
Young Chelsea Bidding Challenge
Heffalump Traps – Bakhshi’s answers
Beat Today’s Experts – Bird’s answers
Lady Milne Trophy – David Bird
February’s Leads Quiz – Mould’s answers
Teltscher Trophy – David Bird
White House Bridge – Shahzaad Natt
Bridge + More review – Mike Collier
Crossword, Caption Competition
Membership development – Tim Anderson
EBED News & Junior Bridge
Young Bridge Challenge
Summer bridge for the Young
Letters to the Editor
Club Bidding Quiz – Pottage’s answers

n n

www.ebu.co.uk

n

n

n
n
n
n

l
l
l
n

l
n
n

l
l
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

65 n
66 n

Bridge Club Live
Funbridge

68 n
69 n
70 n

Rosen’s extra quiz

n

n

l
l

ONLINE EXTRA
Bowyer’s extra quiz

EBU News Quiz Features Laws & Ethics Reports

5
6
8
10
10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
25
26
28
29
30
32
34
36
37
38
40
44
46
48
50
52
54
55
56
58
59
59
62

Byrne’s extra quiz
Young Bridge Challenge photos
Blast from the Past – 1947 Quiz

71 n
72 n

June 2019 English Bridge

3

From the Chairman

by Jeremy Dhondy

Steering the EBU

click
link

A

few months ago I wrote about our
membership numbers and I make no
apology for returning to the topic. Of all the
subjects addressed during my time as Chairman
this one ranks high on the list.

THE PROBLEM
In the 1930s, when bridge was developing both
here and in the USA, it generated great interest and
extensive media coverage. Since then a wealth of
other activities have taken off and bridge is
competing in a much tougher marketplace and
finds it harder to get publicity unless perhaps there
is a cheating scandal! The evidence seems clear that
on both sides of the pond and elsewhere the average
age of a bridge player is increasing. China appears
to be an exception. Increasing age, self evidently,
can’t go on for ever. If clubs are to survive the next
couple of decades then they need a new source of
members.

SOLUTIONS
This problem has to be solved with contributions
nationally, at county and at club level. Each has a
different role. Nationally the task is to train more
and better qualified teachers, to have a syllabus, to
have publications and to offer advice. In the last 12
months the EBU has appointed a membership
development officer, Tim Anderson, to spearhead
these developments and EBED has increased the
number of courses designed to produce the teachers
we need. The EBU has re-introduced the free place
system that clubs rather liked! You can read about
various developments on the membership blog at
www.ebumemberdevelop.org.uk/. The site also
allows clubs to register for access to resources aimed
at running a membership campaign.
If we have more qualified teachers then we next
need students. Courses are typically run at club
level and it is, perhaps, the main source for new
members. The scale of the uphill battle is well
shown by the fact that if 4,000 new members are
introduced to our affiliated clubs each year that just
about covers those who give up for any variety of
www.ebu.co.uk

reasons. The qualified teacher can be at his or her
club or teach at home and design their own syllabus
but having one set up with materials is helpful to
many. EBED offers the classic Beginning Bridge and
Continuing Bridge and the relatively new Fast Track
Bridge for those who seek to learn in a shorter time.
The EBU offers a year’s free membership to all
students using one of these courses and has recently
widened the membership offer to students of
recognised teachers who may be running differing
courses. Looking today at the programme I was
cheered to note that the next four EBED courses are
full. More are being planned.

COUNTY CAMPAIGNS
Clubs and counties will need to run membership
campaigns and teaching is one plank in this.
Counties are closer to the ground than the EBU and
can help with clubs in their area. Yorkshire was the
first county to run its own membership campaign
and it was assisted not only with central funding but
also some from the European Bridge League who
recognise that declining membership is a problem
hitting most European countries.
Of course, once you have learnt and been
persuaded to come to the club and participate it has
to be an enjoyable experience. Clubs need to
manage this. New players can be slow and bigger
clubs run gentle games with fewer boards but
eventually if novices join the normal game it is
critical that the membership is friendly. The club
director can help a lot in this area. Welcoming new
players is a start. Perhaps a club can consider having
a host system (many do) so that those turning up
without a partner can be matched and guaranteed a
game. Read Tim’s article on p55 to help get new
members into the regular duplicate sessions.
Bridge will change in the next 20 or so years.
Whether it survives as a pleasant social experience
or disappears will depend on individual clubs and
their members together with help from counties
and the EBU and EBED.
r
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ACOLytes - Know the Basics

by Sarah Bell

Responding to the 2® opening

click
link

L

ast issue we looked at what a 2® opening
meant and how you might decide whether or
not it is the right opening bid. This time we
are going to think about what you should do when
partner opens 2®. As I mentioned in the last issue
there are several common and sensible sets of
responses that you can play, so I will suggest
something simple and effective but you shouldn’t
worry if you already play something else.
A problem with the 2® opening is that it takes up
a lot of space, so responder should usually not start
making big bids over 2®, as this will make it
difficult for the strong hand to describe itself. If you
don’t have anything that you are really desperate to
tell partner about you should try to let them
describe their hand to you, while taking as little
space away from them as possible. The bid that
takes up the least space is the next one up: 2t. It
thus stands to reason that you should bid 2t on
most hands when partner opens 2®. A 2t response
in this context doesn’t say a great deal about your
hand. It is often referred to as a waiting bid because
it tells partner ‘I am happy to wait for you to tell me
what you have’. This is its only meaning: it does not
promise diamonds.
However, you do have some other options over
2®. The most obvious of these is that you can bid
your own suit: 2™/´ or 3®/t. It is commonly said
that this shows a good suit and 8+ points: a positive
response. I think that this definition is broadly
good, although I would say that you can make a
positive response to 2® with a good suit and a hand
that has some interest in slam opposite a balanced
23 count. It is important that you have a good suit
because partner will often be unbalanced and it is
helpful in those cases for them to know where the
majority of your points are. A 2™ bid is not helpful to
partner if it might be bid on:
´Axx ™xxxxxx tAx ®xx or
´xxx ™AKJxxx txx ®xx
How would partner evaluate their heart holding if
you later agree a different suit? Opener will also
6
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often have a good suit themselves so you don’t want
to suggest an alternative trump suit if your holding
is very weak.
I wrote earlier about conserving space and I’m
sure that it will not have escaped your notice that a
3®/t bid consumes more space than a 2™/´ bid.
This means that it ‘costs’ more to bid 3®/t than
2™/´, so you should have a longer suit in order to
bid it. A bid of 3®/t promises a good 6-card suit,
while you can bid 2™/´ with a good 5-card major.
The other positive response that people make
with some frequency is 2NT, which is commonly
played as balanced with 8+ points. I actually really
dislike this because I feel that bidding 2NT wrongsides the contract a lot of the time (you usually
want the stronger hand to declare and NT is quite a
likely final strain). It is also – you guessed it – quite
space-consuming. I personally respond 2t on the
vast majority of hands, even if I have some points,
because my experience is that it usually isn’t too
hard to convince partner that I am interested in
slam later, if this seems like a good idea.
Have a look at these hands and decide what you
would respond if your partner opened 2®:

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
KJ97
A7432
4
854

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
KQJ87
962
K92
86

Hand 4
75
642
AKQ98
J76

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
J 10 9 7 6 3 2
K87
–
632

Hand 5
986
Q
J54
A K 10 9 8 3

Hand 1 – I would respond 2t on hand 1 because,
although I have the values to make a positive
response, my heart suit is not good enough to bid
at this stage. Having bid 2t I will bid my hearts
www.ebu.co.uk

later if it looks like a good idea, or perhaps show
both majors over partner’s 2NT rebid in whatever
way we have agreed I can.

Hand 2 – This is worth a 2´ bid: it has nine points
and a good spade suit. It doesn’t matter that you
don’t have the ace of spades; K Q J is plenty.

Hand 3 – The spade suit is not good enough for a
positive response, even though you have seven of
them. The hand is also far too weak in terms of
high card points so you must bid 2t. The fact
that you have a void diamond is irrelevant as 2t
just denies a hand suitable to make a positive.

Hand 4 – This contains plenty of points and a very
good quality diamond suit but you can still only
bid 2t on it, because a 3t bid promises a six card
suit. It is important not to ignore this, even with
such a great suit, as you will run into trouble later
if you misrepresent your hand.

Hand 5 – This is a clear 3® bid. It has an excellent
six card suit and ten points. Don’t be put off by
the singleton queen: if partner has length in
hearts it’ll be a useful high card and if they don’t
have a particularly great heart holding it’s still a
singleton. Besides, you have plenty of points
without it.
r

TOP TEN CLUBS IN
ENGLAND 2018-19
Congratulations to Richmond Bridge Club for
coming top in the list of most popular clubs in
England for the ninth consecutive year. The list is
in order of player sessions over the year April
2018 – March 2019. Well done to Cheltenham
which has climbed two places.
Richmond
Wimbledon
Stamford
West Midlands
Cheltenham

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Kenilworth
Tunbridge Wells
South Bucks
Bristol
Oxford

A more extensive list can be found on the EBU
website, www.ebu.co.uk/topclubs2019, but it’s
interesting to note, as an indication of the
changing face of bridge, that if we had included
our Funbridge games as a club, it would have
been lying 8th!

www.ebu.co.uk

SOMERSET CBA 2019

80 LES ED
B T
TA EC
P
EX

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

WEST OF ENGLAND
CONGRESS
Friday to Sunday 4th - 6th October
Includes two Green Pointed events
Winter Gardens, Weston-super-Mare
www.bridgewebs.com/somerset
Email woe2019@icloud.com
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Basic Cardplay
Suit combinations - Part 7
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T

his article concerns itself with how to handle
the following innocent looking combination
of cards:
Example 1
t K 10 7 6 3

South plays in
3NT. West leads
the ™10.

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

t A52

Assume you are playing in some number of no
trumps – just how do you play this suit?
There are a couple of points to make here. The
first is that it is often right to duck the first round of
a suit when there is an inevitable loser. Thus, with
something like:
Example 1
t AK763
N
W

E
S

t 10 5 2

then it would normally be best to duck the first
round to develop the suit and hope for a 3-2 break.
Cashing the top cards, hoping for the 3% chance
that one of the opponents held tQJ doubleton,
would be pushing your luck too far and, besides,
you’d need an outside entry to return to the North
hand.
So, returning to the original combination, is it
right to duck the first round of the suit?
The second point to make is that suit
combinations should usually be taken within the
context of a full deal. So let’s see how you might
handle 3NT on this full deal. West leads the ™10,
you play low from the table allowing East to take the
™K and return a heart. What next?

8
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E
S

N
W

863
A52
K 10 7 6 3
93

´
™
t
®

AK
QJ4
A52
AJ642

Your Count and Plan tells you that you have
seven easy top tricks (two spades, two hearts, two
diamonds and a club). If you could make four tricks
out of the diamonds you’d be able to bring the
contract home for sure. So, what is your line of play?
Note that you have an outside entry to the
diamonds here in the guise of the ™A (assuming
you don’t squander it at trick two!) So, what do you
do in diamonds? Duck the first round? Play off the
tA K and another?
The answer is that you must cash the tA and play
another. If West follows suit to the second round
with a low card you must insert the ten, ensuring
your contract whether East wins the trick or not.
Here is the full deal:
Hand 1. 3NT by South. West leads the ™10
´ 863
™ A52
t K 10 7 6 3
®93
´ Q75
´ J 10 9 4 2
N
™ 10 9 8 6
™
K73
E
W
S
t QJ84
t 9
® K 10
® Q875
´ AK
™ QJ4
tA52
®AJ642

www.ebu.co.uk

This line of play guarantees four diamond tricks
against all 3-2 and 4-1 breaks unless it is East,
unfriendly-like, who holds four diamonds. Note
that it would do West no good to split his honours
on the second round. Should he do so you’d have
two winning lines – either by taking the king on
table, returning to hand with a spade and leading a
third diamond towards the t10 or, more elegantly,
by ducking the second round. Now, with the
diamond layout an open book, you can regain the
lead and take the marked finesse of the t10, picking
up the suit.
As it is, the t10 wins the second round of
diamonds, so you can play off the tK and another
diamond, setting up the long card in the suit with
the ™A as an entry to reach it.
Does the outside entry make much of a
difference? Sure it does! However, the onus is more
on the defence than on declarer. How might the play
in 3NT go here?

South plays in
3NT. West leads
the ™10.

´
™
t
®

863
A2
K 10 7 6 3
963

Hand 2. 3NT by South. West leads the ™10
´ 863
™ A2
t K 10 7 6 3
®963
´ Q5
´ J 10 9 4 2
N
™ 10 9 8 6 5
™
K73
E
W
S
t QJ84
t 9
® K 10
® Q875
´ AK7
™ QJ4
tA52
®AJ42

Note that if West mistakenly splits his honours on
the second round of the suit you have him. You’d
allow him to have that trick and would be in a
position to regain the lead, finesse the t10 and pick
up the suit for four tricks.
So there are lessons for the defence in this article
as well as for declarer.
r

Have you got it?
More challenges from Paul online, p68

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AK7
QJ4
A52
AJ42

West leads the ™10, you play low from the table,
allowing East to take the king and return a heart to
the now bare ace. How do you play from here?
Well, your strategy remains unaltered. You need
to develop the diamonds, so should play one to the
tA and another towards the table, intending to
insert the t10. However, many 4-1 breaks will
thwart you, on correct defence. If the ten holds the
trick (East showing out) all you can make is three
diamond tricks and 3NT is likely to fail. Here is the
full deal:

www.ebu.co.uk
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I

n each of the following hands you are sitting
South. You are playing in a teams match with
IMPs scoring. You should make a plan to give
yourself the best chance of making your contract,
even if that means giving up on the possibility of
making overtricks.
´
™
t
®

Hand 1
K Q 10 6 4
Q92
A74
K6

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
10 4
A73
AK984
J54

N
W

N
E

W

S

´
™
t
®

AJ3
75
K853
A972

You are in 4´. West
leads the ®Q. Plan
your play.

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
K84
A 10
964
AK842

´
™
t
®

AJ7
K652
J62
A 10 7

You are in 3NT.
West leads the
´5. Plan your
play.

´
™
t
®

Hand 4
854
9652
A
AKQJ5

N
W

Hand 1
´ A53
™A
tAJ542
® K 10 8 3

Hand 2
´ 6432
™ K843
tK62
®93

Hand 3
´ K52
™ K J 10 8
t874
®875

Hand 4
´ J 10 6 3
™ A K 10 9 8 5
t5
® Q 10

W

N

E

S
1NT1

N

E
2NT

S
Pass

N
1t
2t

E
Dble
Pass

S
Pass
Pass

N

E
Pass

S
1NT1

S
2®
Pass

S
2t2
Pass

?
1

12-14

W
?

W
1™
?

W
?
1

12-14

N
E

W

S

´
™
t
®

E
S

ON EACH of the following problems, you are
West. What should you bid with each hand on
the given auction at pairs, Game All?

AQJ962
6
K83
763

You are in 4´. West
leads the ™K. Plan
your play.

E
S

´
™
t
®

J73
AJ
K Q J 10 6
642

You are declarer in
3NT. West cashes the
´A K Q 9 before
switching to the ™3
to East’s ™K.
Plan your play.

David Bakhshi gives the
answers on page 38
10 English Bridge June 2019

Hand 5
´ QJ95
™ 10 4 3
t K 10 6 4 2
®4

W

N

2´
?

3®

E
1´
Pass

Hand 6
´ Q987654
™J
t 10 9 8
®A9

W

N
1NT1
2™

E
Pass
Pass

Pass
?
1

12-14,

2

transfer to hearts

Julian Pottage gives the answers
on page 62
www.ebu.co.uk

Sleuth’s Quiz

by Ron Klinger

Not a flicker . . .

click
link

YOU ARE PLAYING TEAMS

South plays the tQ next.

Do you ruff or discard?
´
™
t
®

If you ruff the tQ, South will discard the heart
loser and still have two trumps left in each hand.
You can collect one spade and two clubs at most.
You must discard on the tQ. A heart pitch is safe.
Declarer continues with the ®J.

K743
Q52
K Q 10 2
J9
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

Q J 10
K873
864
A63

Game All. Dealer East.
North
East
Pass
Pass
1t
Pass
Pass
3´
Pass
All Pass
West

What do you do?

South
1®
1´
4´

You must play low smoothly. Not a flicker. If
declarer has K-Q in clubs it does not matter, but
if declarer’s clubs are headed by the K-10, rising
with the ®A allows declarer to make. You must
give declarer a chance to misguess in clubs.
This was the full deal:
Game All. Dealer East.

West leads the ™J: Q–K–A.
Declarer plays ´A: 5–3–10 and ´2: 8–K–Q.

´
™
t
®

What do you know from the bidding?
You know South began with four spades and 4+
clubs. As South accepted North’s 3´ game
invitation, South figures to have better than a
minimum opening, either via HCP or good
shape.
Declarer continues with the t2 to the tJ, cashes the
tA and plays the t3 to the tK. West follows to all
three.

´
™
t
®

85
J 10 9 6
975

Q542

K743
Q52
K Q 10 2
J9
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ A962
™ A4
tAJ3
® K 10 8 7

Q J 10
K873
864
A63

What do you know now?
South began with four spades, three diamonds
and will have a 4-2-3-4 or a 4-1-3-5 pattern.

Which is it?
South must be 4-2-3-4. With a singleton heart,
South would have played ™A, ´A, ´K, heart ruff,
diamond to dummy, heart ruff and claimed ten
or eleven tricks. In addition, declarer would not
have bothered to play the HQ from dummy at
trick 1.

12 English Bridge June 2019

When the ®J is led and East follows low without a
tremor, if South rises with the ®K, South succeeds.
South will lose a club a spade and a heart. If South
lets the ®J run, West wins and plays a heart. South
ruffs and returns a club. East wins and cashes the
´Q to draw South’s last trump. Now a heart gives
the defence the setting trick.
r
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Bridge Fiction

by David Bird

The Headmaster’s Oversight
‘I’ve never seen such greasy hair, Hutson,’
declared the Matron, as she took her seat opposite
the two fifth-formers ‘You can’t have washed it for a
week.’
‘I washed it yesterday, Matron,’ Hutson replied.
‘In the shower after a football match.’
‘You didn’t use any shampoo or soap, in that case,’
said the Matron. ‘Do you want everyone to think
you’re a garage mechanic?’
‘I put on some Brylcreem afterwards, to keep it
neat,’ said Hutson. ‘My father uses it. He’s not a
garage mechanic.’
‘Don’t be impertinent,’ reprimanded the Matron.
‘I’ve spoken to you about this before. You will wash
your hair tonight and report to me for inspection
tomorrow morning.’
Hutson risked a small shrug of the shoulders and
removed his cards for the first board of the round:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ J 10 8 5 2
™ K6
tK854
®42
A
´ 3
N
J9752
™ Q43
W
E
10 6
t QJ73
S
KQ983
® J 10 7 6 5
´ KQ9764
™ A 10 8
tA92
®A

West
The
Matron

North
Neil
Phillips

East
Stefan
Götel

Pass
All Pass

4´

Pass

South
John
Hutson
1´
6´

‘You’re not playing Blackwood?’ queried the
Matron.
Neil Phillips was not looking too pleased at the
14 English Bridge June 2019

path the auction had taken. ‘Yes, if we need it,’ he
replied.
The Matron gave a puzzled shake of the head. If
they didn’t need Blackwood when bidding a slam,
when on earth would they need it? These boys
always thought they knew better than their elders.
The Matron led the king of clubs and down went
the dummy. ‘You bid 4´ on that?’ gasped Hutson.
‘A jump to 4´ is pre-emptive, isn’t it?’ Phillips
replied. ‘I didn’t think you would bid again.’
Hutson won with the ace and soon spotted that it
might be possible to endplay a defender with a
singleton ace of trumps. He crossed to the heart
king and ruffed dummy’s remaining club in his
hand. After the ace of hearts and a heart ruff, he
cashed the king of diamonds and led a second
diamond to his ace.
Hoping for the best, Hutson now led a trump.
The Matron won with the bare ace and had no
diamond to play. When she returned a heart, the
young declarer ruffed in the dummy and ditched his
last diamond. ‘They’re all there now,’ he said, facing
his remaining cards.
‘A lucky one for them,’ the German master
declared. ‘If you happen to lead the ace of trumps,
Matron, he has no chance. You can exit safely.’
‘You’re joking, I take it?’ retorted the Matron. ‘My
ace was singleton. I’m not leading a singleton
trump.’
‘It might save you from a later endplay,’ persisted
Götel.
The Matron made no reply. She had never led a
singleton trump in her life and had no intention of
ever doing so, even if it was the ace. Did they not
have books on opening leads in Germany?
A few rounds later, the Matron arrived at the
Headmaster’s table. ‘Are you doing well?’ she
enquired.
‘Not particularly,’ the Headmaster replied. ‘I
didn’t mention it, but I passed my 60th birthday a
www.ebu.co.uk

few weeks ago. Old age comes to us all.’
‘My mother is 84 and she’s the best player in her
club,’ said the Matron. ‘Mind you, not many people
play bridge in her nursing home.’

The Matron consoled the Headmaster with a pat
on his forearm. ‘I don’t expect my mother would
have made it either,’ she said.
r

This was the board before them:

´
™
t
®

cover on the first round. The Matron continues
with the ´10 and now you cover, Stefan winning
with the ace. Dummy’s ´8 stops the suit with East
on lead.’

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ K865
™ KQJ3
t8762
®A
Q 10 3
´ AJ72
N
10 9 8 5
™ 62
W
E
A 10 3
t J9
S
974
® 10 8 6 3 2
´ 94
™ A74
tKQ54
®KQJ5

LICENSED BRIDGE
WHEN you see the ‘LB’ sign in an advertisement in
the magazine, it means that:

•
•
•

West
The
Matron

North
Reverend
Benson

East
Stefan
Götel

Pass
Pass

2®
3NT

Pass
All Pass

South
The
Headmaster
1NT
2t

The Matron led the ™10 and was unimpressed
with her luck when the Reverend Benson laid out
his holding in the suit. The Headmaster won with
dummy’s king and unblocked the ace of clubs.
‘Small diamond, please,’ he said.
The Matron won declarer’s king of diamonds
with the ace and considered her next move.
Prospects in hearts were hopeless and the
Headmaster had played on both minors himself. It
seemed that she would have to try her luck in
spades.
The Headmaster covered the queen of spades
switch with dummy’s king. Götel won with the ace
and returned the ´2 to the Matron’s ´10. A third
round of spades gave him two tricks with his ´J7
and the game was one down.
‘Nothing I could do,’ muttered the Headmaster. ‘A
very unlucky lie of the cards.’
The Reverend Benson reached for the South
curtain card, evading the Headmaster’s attempt to
prevent him from doing so. ‘Interesting spade
position,’ he said. ‘I think you make it if you don’t
www.ebu.co.uk

•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and
received, a licence from the EBU.
They may choose to give Master Points in accordance
with EBU scales.
These Master Points will be accepted and added to
player records.
The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations
and bye-laws, thus affording all players the protection of
playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU.

All county events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Members playing in events licensed by another
National Bridge Organisation will not be able to have
Master Points credited to their records save for events in
Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, New
Zealand and Australia. The conversion of Green Points to
Gold Points will only happen at English events, the BGB
Gold Cup and Home Internationals.

PORTLAND PAIRS
Michael Byrne
& Dinah
Caplan have
won the
Portland Pairs.
The Mixed
Pairs was
played at
twelve venues
around the
country, and scored across all 246 participating
pairs. Dinah Caplan is one of the older
tournament winners at 86! Michael & Dinah
played at Richmond, as did second-placed Todor
Tiholov & Marion Robertson. Robert Elliott &
Tanya Genthe, who played at Billericay, were third.
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Traps for the unwary

by
Byrne
Michael Byrne
by Michael

Coping with Interference - Part 3

click
link

T

he last few months we have looked at
situations where partner’s opening bid has
been overcalled either at the one level or the
two level. This issue we are going to look at
something slightly different: when the opponents
overcall with a bid of 1NT.
This doesn’t take up as much room as a two level
overcall but you do need to think about what you
are going to do about it, since it changes the bidding
completely.
The first thing to note is that you can’t make
negative doubles of no trumps, since double is
needed as a penalty double, which is used to show
pretty much any hand of 10+ points.
Let’s imagine a straightforward start of 1™ from
partner and a 1NT overcall. I am going to assume
that your opponents play a 1NT overcall as a natural
bid showing 16-18 HCPs (or a good 15) and a
stopper in hearts. Whilst there might be some
regional variations this is a pretty universal bid.
Here you hold the following hands:

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
AQ754
4
Q975
J43
Hand 4
KJ
Q954
A762
J32

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
J2
K 10 7 3
87
96432

´
™
t
®

Hand 5
Hand 6
K Q 10 7 6 2 ´ 6
76
™ 43
8
t K J 10 7 6 4 3
9743
® Q92

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
J94
K954
Q 10 8 4 3
5

Hand 1 wants to show spades or compete but there
is no satisfactory bid available. Double would be
very speculative. While you do have nine points
(which suggests the hand belongs to your side)
you have a suspicious singleton in partner’s suit
and will need some spade help to get the contract
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down. A cautious pass is correct and you hope
your surprise spade lead is enough to take them
down.

Hand 2 has 4-card support and should raise hearts.
Don’t be put off by the awful point count, you
simply must have hearts as trumps. One of the
good things about the opponents having bid 1NT
is that partner will know there is a whopping
strong no trump on his left and will show due
caution. The other subtle point is that if partner’s
hearts are headed by the jack then when he plays
the hand he will lose one heart trick. If you
defend 1NT you will lead one and lose two tricks,
leading into the jaws of declarer’s AQx.

Hand 3 should raise hearts of course but a feeble
2™ will simply let your opponents find their club
or spade fit. With a likely 9-card fit (partner won’t
normally be strong balanced if the overcaller is)
you will be completely safe at the three level and
your singleton and tasty side suit gives you plenty
of playing strength, bid 3™.
Partner will expect you to be in the shapely 5-9
range since if you had more…..

Hand 4 does have more - how many hearts should
it bid? Would you be shocked if I told you none at
all?
The trouble with bidding 3™ is that partner will
expect a weak shapely hand, similar to other
competitive auctions. There is a slight clue as to
what to bid, you may recall the line above that
says double shows pretty much any hand of 10+
points. Yes, this hand must start with a penalty
double, it can then raise hearts on the next round
to show this sort of strength. Partner can bid
game if he thinks it will make or you can compete
safely. Starting with a double may seem to be
clouding the issue, but in the unlikely event that
you defend 1NT you will be on to a good thing.
With the opponents hopelessly outgunned, and a
nice suit to attack, your side will be getting rich
quickly.
www.ebu.co.uk

Hand 5 wants to show it’s spade suit – and it can! A
bid of 2´ sums up the hand perfectly, a 6-card
suit that can play safely facing a singleton, and not
enough strength to double. The trouble with
passing and leading spades is that the opponents
are likely to be able to duck the ace and shut
partner out. I wouldn’t be surprised if the
opponents could make an overtrick in 1NT and
we were cold for 2´, perhaps more if partner has
a fit. 2´ is non forcing, and there is no danger we
will get too high since partner can always pass if it
is a mis-fit.

What happens if the opponents run from 1NT
doubled to 2-of-a-suit? Then they are making a
normal weakness take out since they don’t expect to
make 1NT and you should carry on pursuing them.
Double for penalties when you have some length in
their suit and a defensive hand, or bid a suit if you
have a playing strength hand. A pass should be
forcing at the two level, so if you double 1NT and
they run you can always pass it round to partner to
force a decision on him:

Hand 6 should take this even further and bid 3t, a
natural bid but with pre-emptive overtones. The
trouble with bidding 2t is that you let the next
hand compete with a cheap bid of 2´ (the
opponents almost certainly have eight spades
between them and at least half the pack as well)
which means when you bid 3t later they have the
option of bidding 3´ over it. The advantage of
bidding 3t straightaway is to force an awkward
choice on the next player. If he bids 3´ his side
may end up too high, if he passes they might be
too low.

GENERAL RULES WHEN OPPONENTS
OVERCALL 1NT
D new suits are natural and non forcing (5-9),
suggesting a good 6-card suit, and denying a big
fit with partner and suggesting your side plays
there unless partner has more to show.
D a jump bid is pre-emptive and basically to play.
Partner is welcome to raise you to game with a big
fit, but he must be prepared for you to have a
similar hand to a pre-emptive opening.
D a raise of partner’ suit is natural and similar to the
sort you make after a double, a jump raise is weak
and shapely, good hands start with a double.
D double is for penalties showing 10+ points (a
little less is permissible if you have a good lead to
make). It might be the first manoeuvre on a hand
looking to support partner or more likely it might
be an old fashioned hungry attempt to gain
points by taking a penalty.
One of the reasons you have to start with a double
is to let partner in on the act in case the 1NT bid is
lacking traditional values. It used to be very
common for people to overcall 1NT on a poor hand
with a long suit to try and keep the opponents out
of game. Don’t fall for their dubious tactics. Smoke
out any such efforts with a penalty double and that
way you will be an opponent to be reckoned with.
www.ebu.co.uk

W
N
E
1™
1NT
Dble
Dble (penalties)

S
2t

W
N
1™
1NT
Pass (forcing)

S
2t

E
Dble

The doubler is expected to take some action if 2t
comes round to him. He might double with some
length, bid 2™ or a new suit.
Note that it is not impossible to have an auction
where the opponents overcall 1NT – you double
them and when they run your side ends up in 3NT!
This would typically be when you held a long suit,
although it’s perfectly feasible that the 1NT bidder
has the good 15 points required and your side has
the rest, and with it the necessary 25 points needed
to make game!

The Dos and Don’ts of coping with a
1NT overcall
Do

raise partner aggressively when you hold
support for his opening bid. The knowledge
of where the missing points are will aid him
in the play.

Do

bid a new suit if you want to compete.
Such a call is non forcing. You can bid a
‘weak two’ strength hand without fear that
partner will take the bidding too high.
Don’t forget that all good hands (10+ points)
start with a penalty double, even if you
have lofty ambitions you must start by
telling partner what you hold.
Don’t give up the chase when they run after a
penalty double. Just because they have
found a safe haven in a suit contract you
can carry on doubling them when you
hold some tricks in their suit, you know
you have them outgunned on power
whatever happens.
r

Have you got it?
Take the test – online, p70
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If you could add one thing . . .

by Neil Rosen

Coping with a penalty double of a Weak No Trump

click
link

W

e have looked in quite a lot of detail at
how to deal with various aspects of
opening 1NT. We looked in depth at
defending against it – using Landy or Asptro.
Most of you will be well versed in responding to
1NT, using versions of Stayman and transfers. These
should stand you in good stead and indeed one
huge advantage of playing the weak no trump is
that its frequency produces familiarity with the
responses and continuations – after all it appears
much more frequently than the strong no trump.

My suggestion firstly is to agree that if they run to

2-minor then the auction should be forcing – we
cannot let them play there – we either double them
or continue the bidding to our own contract.
Conversely if they run to 2™/´ the auction should
be non-forcing (this is sensible since we do not want
to double them into game on marginal hands, a
much lesser risk when doubling 2®/t of course).

Earlier articles have also dealt with coping when
the opponents bid a suit after our 1NT. I
recommend a combination of take-out doubles and
Lebensohl here. This issue’s problem arises when
the opponents double our 1NT for penalties!

A. DEALING WITH THE PENALTY DOUBLE –
THE CLASSICAL APPROACH

The standard approach (which I must confess I
normally use myself) is to discard the use of
Stayman and transfers and play all bids as natural
weak take-outs. This leaves a redouble as strength
showing (nine or 10+ HCPs by agreement, I
normally play it as nine).
The idea is to escape into a 5-card suit
immediately, indeed I teach people with 0-3 HCPs
to often run even without the haven of a 5-card suit,
as confidently as possible! Clearly 1NT doubled is
going to be a disaster, whereas by running you often,
though not always, improve matters. You might go
fewer down than in 1NT doubled or even hear them
now bid a contract of their own, so that the
potentially frighteningly large penalty can be
avoided.
After we redouble as responder, it announces the
comfortable balance of the points, effectively stating
that the doubler has picked a bad moment and then
seeks to turn the tables! It is therefore very
important to agree what the next double would be
from either side:
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W
1NT
Dble?

N
Dble

E
S
Redble 2t

W
1NT
Pass

N
Dble
Pass

E
S
Redble 2t
Dble?

My recommendation for the two auctions above
is to play them both as take-out with all subsequent
doubles from either side becoming penalties. I am
totally happy for you to agree them all as penalties
of course – as always the most important thing is
agreeing with your partner. Sitting East:
W
1NT
Pass
Dble

N
E
S
Dble
Redble Pass
2t
Pass
Pass
All Pass

´
™
t
®

K732
98
A J 10 8
Q74

In the example above East redoubles to show
strength. When North runs to diamonds he makes a
forcing pass. Resist the urge to double 2t as that
would be take-out not penalty. Pass and hope
partner can double. If they had run to 2™ East
would have made a take-out double himself.

B. CLASSICAL APPROACH WHEN THE
OPENER CHOOSES TO REDOUBLE

The opener can also choose to redouble. This
does not say partner you are an idiot and cannot
judge it is simply trying to convey information
without treading on partner’s toes.
www.ebu.co.uk

This is quite rare but can be used to show the
desire to run to a 5-card suit (some limit it to just a
minor). If you think about it (I have – sad huh!) it
is really quite frustrating to be dealt a healthy 8count or so, get doubled in 1NT and then hear your
partner remove to their own suit! Grr. How much
nicer for opener to consult by redoubling to show a
suit of their own – responder can now either pass
and play 1NT redoubled or remove. If removing
they always bid 2® to allow the opener to pass with
clubs or convert to their own suit. Therefore:
W
1NT
RedbleA

N
Dble
Pass

E
Pass
2®A

S
Pass

In the next auction West will choose between 2t
and 2´:
W
1NT
RedbleA
?

1. Pass demands opener redoubles
W
1NT
RedbleA

N
Dble

E
PassA

S
Pass

W
1NT
2®A

www.ebu.co.uk

N
Dble
Pass

E
S
RedbleA Pass
2™

3. Bidding a suit after the double
The idea here is that an immediate suit bid shows
the lower of two touching suits (a 2-suited hand).
This is normally 4-4 in length, or a very weak five
card suit, since you can make a 5-card escape via
redouble. Thus,
1NT-(Dble)-2® - shows clubs and diamonds
1NT-(Dble)-2t - shows diamonds and hearts
1NT-(Dble)-2™ - shows hearts and spades
1NT-(Dble)-2´ - shows spades and clubs
We can therefore see that all the combinations of
escape suits can be shown.

A COUPLE OF NOTES OF CAUTION!

East’s pass forces the opener to redouble (alerted). It
either shows a willingness to play in 1NT redoubled
or a two suiter hand with non-touching suits,
usually 4-4 in length. This might be clubs and hearts
or diamonds and spades. When the opener
redoubles as requested the responder removes to
the minor, which the opener either passes or gives
preference to the major. If it is your lucky day you
will find an 8-card fit and all will be well. If not at
least a 7-card fit will always be found. So, West will
choose the better contract between 2® and 2™ in
the example below:
W
1NT
RedbleA
?

S
Pass
Pass

This bid is showing a single-suited escape, with 5+
cards in your suit. It is alertable and demands that
opener bids 2®, which will be passed with clubs or
corrected to responder’s suit. In the example below
East redoubles to show a single-suited hand, and
corrects 2® to 2™ – a natural weak take-out hand.

3. NON-CLASSIC APPROACH –
A WRIGGLE OF SOME DESCRIPTION

There are many options on the market – the main
thing is to be on the same wavelength as your
partner. Here’s a fairly decent one, called Helvic:

E
PassA
2tA

2. Responder redoubles

the 2® bid acts as a relay, asking opener to place the
contract into their known 5-card suit.

Many choose to play that the use of a natural
redouble is sufficiently rare so as not to bother.
They then play an escape mechanism to attempt to
locate a playable contract rather than the dreaded
1NT doubled!

N
Dble
Pass

N
Dble
Pass

E
PassA
2®A

S
Pass
Pass

´
™
t
®

J 732
98
865
Q743

First, I can’t honestly say that
having to bid 2´ with this hand
fills me with joy, but at least all
the combinations can be
shown.

Second, with a 4·3·3·3 shape you have to decide
which lie to tell. Either you decide to treat it as two
4-card suits, or you pretend to have a 5-card suit!
As with everything I’m sure you will find your
results improve if you take on these methods or
indeed something similar. I have never been a fan of
Exit Transfers – they just seem to give good
opponents an extra round of bidding space to
resolve matters: usually in their favour.
r

Check out Neil’s quiz online, page 69
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Ask Frances

by Frances Hinden

Garbage Stayman

click
link

J

ohn Ruddock writes, ‘We play weak no trump,
Stayman and transfers. With the odd exception
(a singleton club ) I would like to only use the
2® response for possible game going hands. My
partner also wants to use it on weak hands with 5/4
in the majors. For example, with five spades and
four hearts but few points he wants to bid 2® so
that ‘we do not miss a 4-4 heart fit’ rather than
simply transfer to spades. I think that the odds of
finding the opener with four hearts but only 2
spades are less than those for the opener having
more than two spades and thus resulting in the
superior 5/3 or better trump fit which would have
resulted from a simple transfer bid. Who is right?’
The short answer is easy: It depends.
The odds question itself is relatively simple, but
is less interesting than the discussion about what to
play. That raises good questions about what we
mean when we say a contract is ‘better’ or ‘worse’.
Suppose you are 5-4 in the majors and use
Stayman, with the common approach that partner
bids 2™ with both majors. If partner does have
4-4, you will play in a 4-4 heart fit rather than a 5-4
spade fit, which is likely to be ‘worse’. But if partner
is 2-4, you will also play in a 4-4 heart fit rather than
a 5-2 spade fit, which is ‘better’. You ask which is
more likely, but that’s only half the problem as the
size of the gain or loss is equally important. Suppose
that missing the 5-4 spade fit costs you 10% of the
match-points when you play in hearts instead, but a
4-4 heart fit gains 30% of the match-points
compared to playing in a 5-2 spade fit. Even if you
missed the 5-4 spade fit twice and avoided the 5-2
fit only once, you have still come out ahead by using
Stayman (one +30% against two -10%).
In passing, I should point out that it’s not
necessarily true that a 5-3 fit is ‘superior’ to a 4-4 fit:
received wisdom is that the 4-4 fit is typically at least
as good, although honour distribution and overcall
combined strength will affect this. I would expect
the size of any gain/loss to be small compared with
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the advantage/disadvantage of a nine-card fit or a
seven-card fit.
The same idea of ‘better’ and ‘worse’ also applies
if you want to use Stayman only for invitational or
better hands (or a hand that will pass the 2t
response). First you need to identify the hands on
which this approach will gain. For example, you
could use the auction 1NT-2®-2t-2´ to show an
invitational hand with spades and allow opener to
pass with a minimum, avoiding either 2NT or 3´.
You can also use that sequence with an invitational
hand with 5-4 in the majors, which standard
methods struggle to show. There are other potential
gains, depending on how complex you want to
make your methods (for example, you can now play
1NT-2™-2´-2NT as an artificial start to slam
exploration). In addition, the exact strength of
responder’s hand matters: if you transfer to spades
and opener breaks the transfer, is that good or bad?
It’s good if you were close to an invite and can now
bid a thin game, it’s bad if you had a 5422 fourcount and are now going an extra one off.
How much will you benefit when these methods
come up, and how often? How likely are you to
forget them and what will it cost you? How much –
if anything – are you giving up (you believe you are
not losing anything). Once you’ve answered all
these questions, you can start to think about teams
events. At match-points, playing in the right twomajor contract may well gain you the same amount
that you lose when you miss a good slam, but at
IMPs the former is perhaps 1 IMP while the latter
could be a swing of 13. These are all very difficult
questions to answer, and that’s why there are so
many different systems!
You could also consider a compromise between
the two approaches: play 1NT-2®-2t-2™ as weak
with both majors, but 1NT-2®-2t-2´ as
invitational. Partner will bid 2™ over Stayman with
4-4 in the majors, so when you are 4-5 (rather than
5-4) you will always reach your nine-card fit if you
have one. This is commonly known in the US as
www.ebu.co.uk

‘crawling’ Stayman. I’ll leave it to you to work out if
it is better to play this auction as specifically 4-5 in
the majors, or include 4-4 and maybe 5-4 weak as
well (the answer depends on how much better you
think a 5-2 fit is than a 4-3, whether a 4-3 fit is better
than 1NT, and how often partner might open 1NT
with 2-2 in the majors).
Now back to the odds question. These
distributional questions can be answered precisely
although not simply, but approximations are often
straightforward as long as you don’t need to be too
accurate. You asked the question: if responder is 5-4
in the majors, and opener has a weak NT, how likely
is it that opener has four hearts and only two
spades? To answer this, we need to know what a
‘weak NT’ looks like – not everyone plays the same
style of 1NT opening. Are you very strict and only
allow 4333 or 4432 (in any order) or 5332 with a 5card minor? Do you allow a five card major? What
about four hearts with a five-card minor?
If you are ‘strict’ then, if opener has four hearts,
he has to be (in order ´-™-t-®) 2434, 2443, 3433,
3442, 3424, 4432 or 4423. There are two possible
shapes with 2-4 in the majors and five with 3-4 or 44. That implies that it’s about 70/30 that you have an
eight-card spade fit. These are not all equally likely
because partner will tend to be shorter in the suits
you have length in and the odds are also affected by
responder’s minor suit distribution. When I worked
this out in a little more detail, if opener has four
hearts opposite 5-4 in the majors, he will be 4-4 in
the majors about 15% of the time, 3-4 about 45%
and 2-4 about 40%. That is, transferring will get you
to a 5-3 or better spade fit about 60% of the time
and miss out on an eight card fit 40% of the time.
The rough 70/30 estimate was not too far out.
At the other extreme, you might follow the
approach of opening 1NT on anything in range that
vaguely looks like a balanced or semi-balanced
hand. Confining ourselves to opening hands with at
least four hearts leaves us with the possibilities
shown in the table:
2-4/2-5/3-5 in the majors
(best in hearts)

3-4 majors
(neutral)

2434
2443
2452
2425
2533
3532
3523

3433
3442
3424

www.ebu.co.uk

4-4 majors
(best in spades)
4432
4423

Even taking into account that big fits are less
likely than small fits, and that more distributional
hands (eg 2425) are less likely, you can see that you
are much better off looking for a heart fit. (I also
know people who would open 1NT with, say,
´ K ™ QJ104 t KJ102 ® QJ103 and I can certainly
see the temptation. That makes transferring to
spades even less attractive.)
Just to make sure that you can’t come to any firm
mathematical conclusion, in my opinion you
shouldn’t take either ‘extreme’ approach to your
1NT opening. Hands such as:
´
™
t
®

Q3
Q J 10 6 2
KQ3
K53

´
™
t
®

K2
KJ87
J4
A 10 5 4 2

should definitely be opened with a weak NT, while
1™ or 1® feels much more descriptive on:
´
™
t
®

42
A Q 10 9 3
A85
K42

´
™
t
®

82
A J 10 5
74
A Q J 10 5

Of course, your dividing line between opening
one of a suit and 1NT will not be the same as mine,
so I am delighted to say that your original odds
question is not in fact simple, it’s unanswerable!
In my opinion, opposite a weak NT opening it’s
definitely worth using Stayman on weak hands to
try and locate a fit, particularly vulnerable. The
stronger the 1NT opening, the more benefit there is
in giving up on some of the weak hands in favour of
improving constructive bidding. In one
partnership, I play a 10-13 1NT opening first nonvulnerable, and 2® Stayman might be a weak hand
but opposite the strong 1NT opening in all other
positions, we play that Stayman absolutely promises
invitational or better hands. This isn’t a common
agreement, but we play a complex set of
continuations that definitely improve our game and
slam bidding at the expense of the odd worse result
on weaker hands.
r

If you have a question for Frances, please
send it to the editor, lou@ebu.co.uk for
consideration.
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Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

JUNE 2019
WEST HANDS

JUNE 2019
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. N/S Game
Dealer West
(Winkler)
2. Love All
Dealer West
(P Bertheau)
3. Love All
Dealer West
(Demuy)
* South bids 3®
4. E/W Game
Dealer North
(Ekenberg)
* North bids 1™

´
™
t
®

Q 10 5
AKQ3
Q86
AQ3

1. N/S Game
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

A
10 5 3
KQ763
A 10 3 2

2. Love All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

A K 10 9 5 4
10 5
A K Q 10 8
–

3. Love All
Dealer West

´
™
t
®

K 10
AK
AQ72
KJ854

4. E/W Game
Dealer North

´ J
™ 3
t A93
(Rombaut)
® K Q J 10 9 7 4 2
* South bids 3™, North bids 4™ if possible
5. Love All
Dealer East

6. Love All
Dealer West
(Gromov)

´
™
t
®

10
Q832
KQ965
A Q 10

Did you beat the experts? – Page 40
www.ebu.co.uk

(Birman)

(Black)

(Hurd)
* South bids 3®

(Hult)
* North bids 1™

´
™
t
®

AKJ8
10 7 4
K J 10 3 2
10

´
™
t
®

KQJ8
AK87
AJ8
K4

´
™
t
®

863
QJ
96532
A43

´
™
t
®

AQJ943
J65
963
6

´ K 10 6 4 2
™ A42
t K 10
(Lorenzini)
® A53
* South bids 3™, North bids 4™ if possible
5. Love All
Dealer East

6. Love All
Dealer West
(Gulevich)

´
™
t
®

A86
KJ7
AJ4
K862

Did you beat the experts? – Page 40
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Heather’s Hints

by Heather Dhondy

Clever play

click
link

P

laying teams, South opens a weak no trump.

´
™
t
®

North transfers to spades and then offers a
choice of game contracts by jumping to 3NT.

South corrects to 4´ since the eight card fit is the
normal spot. West leads a trump.

AK93
A85
9
97
N
W

E
S

E/W Game. Dealer South
´ AKQ93
™ A85
t 10 9
® 975

´
™
t
®

J 10
K 10 9 3
KJ
A32

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

J 10 4
K 10 9 3
KJ8
A32

West

North

East

Pass
Pass
All Pass

2™
3NT

Pass
Pass

South
1NT
2´
4´

The contract looks precarious but if the queen of
diamonds is with East, your chances improve, and
in order to preserve entries to either hand in
trumps, you should win the lead in dummy and try
this at trick two. Unfortunately the diamond loses
to the queen, and a club is returned to East’s jack.
How do you plan the play now?
This is where you have got to before playing from
hand on this club:

Please recycle
this magazine when you
have finished with it
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You will need a favourable lie of the club suit, so
that the defence are unable to cash them. It is
unlikely that West began with six to the king-queen
since he didn’t choose to lead them at trick one, so
you are better off ducking this trick and hoping that
they are five-two. East continues with the queen
which you win. Now play your top diamond from
hand. When East wins and cannot play a club, a
trump is returned. Now you can discard a heart on
the jack of diamonds, play three rounds of hearts,
ruffing the third in dummy high to in order to cross
back to hand with a trump (drawing the last trump)
and discard your club on the master heart. This was
the full deal:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ AKQ93
™ A85
t 10 9
®975
87
´ 652
N
Q72
™ J64
W
E
Q32
t A7654
S
K 10 8 6 4
® QJ
´ J 10 4
™ K 10 9 3
tKJ8
®A32

www.ebu.co.uk

HEATHER’S HINTS
D Plan your entries carefully. One common
example of this is when you are drawing
trumps, you should think about which hand
you may need entries to later on in the play.

D When you need a certain layout of a suit in order
to make your contract, you should play for it.
However when there is a choice, as in the club suit
above where you could play for them to be six-one
or five-two, the opening lead may provide an
additional clue.
r

MATCH-POINTS OR CROSS-IMPS ON A CLUB NIGHT?
Robin Barker

P

eter Smith wrote a letter: ‘We have been
having (not wholly informed) discussions
in our club as to the relative benefits of
pairs scoring between cross-imps and matchpoints. It seems there has been an increased
emphasis recently on scoring in cross-imps rather
than match-points. Not sure whether this is now
considered to be a fairer system, leading to a more
accurate assessment of the bridge session.’
Matchpoints is the easiest method for scoring a
pairs competition and is the best understood form
of scoring by the players. But the strategy
with match-point scoring is quite
different from team-of-four
scored by IMPs – bidding
game (or slam) has the
same importance as
making
overtricks.
cross-imp scoring was
introduced to try to
add the elements of
IMP strategy to a pairs
competition.
At
match-points you get
points depending how
many other scores you
beat. With cross-imps your
points depend on how much
you beat the other scores.
For example, if ten pairs make 2NT=,
you make 2NT+1, and someone makes 3NT=, then
at match-points your score is almost a top (20/22)
but at cross-imps your score is average, 0 IMPs
(10 lots of +1 IMP and 1 score of -10 IMPs). At
match-points, the overtrick is important, at crossimps the game bonus makes much more difference.
Both methods of scoring are fair: all pairs are
treated the same. But the difference comes on
www.ebu.co.uk

which way pairs sit on the important boards: deals
where big scores are possible or where some other
pair has a disaster. If the field is of wide-ranging
ability, then match-points can be seen as fairer
because the pairs in contention are less affected by
extreme results between other pairs. If the field is of
similar ability, then cross-imps can offer a more
interesting form of competition. I run a cross-imp
pairs league which has divisions of four or five
tables (scored independently), which allows for
competition amongst groups of similar ability.
Computer scoring has made matchpoint scoring easy and made other
forms of scoring almost equally
easy.
Until
recently,
Bridgemates
were
only
programmed to understand
match-points, and could
only display match-point
percentages. The latest
generation
of
the
Bridgemate
system
understands IMPs and
cross-imps and can display
current scores on the
Bridgemates for a cross-imp
scored
competition.
This
innovation should make cross-imp
events more appealing and comprehensible
to players who are only used to match-points.
cross-imp scoring can be used when there are a
small number of tables because match-points does
not offer much variety. Many clubs do routinely use
cross-imps when they have few tables because it
permits a greater range of values on each individual
board. The rule at one club is to do this whenever
they have fewer than five tables.
r
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by Alan Mould

O

pening leads are often subjective and
virtually any opening lead can be successful
some of the time. However, bridge is in
many ways a game of percentages and therefore
certain leads will gain more often than others. In
each issue you will be given three hands and the
bidding on each, and you are asked to choose your
opening leads from those proposed by our
Quizmaster. Answers will be in the next issue. In
each problem you are on lead as West.

TWO answers - Teams & Pairs
Hand 1
´ J532
™ 10 7 6 4
t Q8
® J72
South
1´
3®
3NT

West
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
2™
3´

East
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´2; (b) ™4; (c) tQ; (d) ®2

HHHHH

Hand 2
´ 8532
™ 954
t KJ64
® K4

REMEMBER – BONUS MARKS
Fifteen bonus marks (5 for each question)
are available if you also make the correct lead
in the Pairs game. Each question should have
two answers - one for Teams and one for
Pairs. If you don’t specify, it will be assumed
you have chosen the same lead.
An attractive twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards is
the prize on offer. For information on Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk/cards
There are TWO categories in our competition: up
to and including Master, and those with higher
ranking. Please indicate the category for which you
are entering with your answers. In the event of a tie,
the winner from each category will be randomly
selected. The editor’s decision is final.
Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz,
Raggett House, Bowdens, Langport, Somerset,
TA10 0DD
or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
by 28 June 2019.
Please make sure you include your full postal
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail!
ANSWERS TO APRIL’S QUIZ: Page 46
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South
West
North
1NT1
Pass
2™2
2´
Pass
3®
3NT
Pass
4®
4´
All Pass
1
12-14, 2 Transfer to spades

East
Pass
Pass
Pass

So, we know dummy has a lot of black cards, and
the 1NT opener is not interested in them! Should
we be passive or aggressive here?
Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) a heart; (c) t4; (d) ®K.

HHHHH
Hand 3
´ A97
™ 92
t A9865
® J64
South
1´
2´
4´
1
Splinter

West
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
2™
4t1

East
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´7; (b) ™9; (c) tA; (d) ®4.
www.ebu.co.uk

LONDON & NORTHERN EASTER FESTIVALS

Simon Gillis & Erik Saelensminde were the
winners of the Championship Pairs at the
London Easter Festival. In second place were
David Gold & Catherine Seale. Frances Hinden &
Graham Osborne came third.

Sunday saw London’s teams event, which was won
by Jack Mizel, Tore Marskar, Brian Senior and
Ingar Hansen (pictured, left to right not including
Jack Mizel) with a score of 100 VPs, just ahead of
the Baker team in second place. Three teams were
joint in third place – Sansom, Ivanov and Hackett.
Heather & David
Bakhshi claimed
first place in
London’s Easter
Swiss Pairs. Mike
Eden & Carrie
Eden were second.
London’s Jack High
Swiss Pairs, was
won by Alistair
Brown & Terry
Dillon, who were
just 1 VP ahead of
Philip Goldenberg
& Diana Cook.
Stephen White &
Ala Swietochowski
were third.

www.ebu.co.uk

Robin Jepson & Alan Brosgill won the main Swiss
Pairs at the Northern Easter Festival in Ilkley.
Steve Ray & Georgia Ray came second, with Jackie
Pye & John Holland in third place.

The Swiss Teams was won by Michael Newman, John
Holland, Jackie Pye & Alan Mould. The Hayward team
finished second, just 2 VPs ahead of the Kenyon team in
third place.
The Open Pairs was won by
Andrew Thompson & Dan
Crofts, with Pat Watson &
Carolyn Fisher in second
place.
The Mixed Pairs was won
by David Harrison and Jill
Rushton, with Michael Levi
and Fiona Brown in second.
The Improvers
Teams was won by
Katherin Libbert,
Jon Crook,
Andrew Pearson &
Kathy Pearson.
The Binks team finished second, with the Clifford
team in third place. Congratulations to Andrew
Pearson & Kathy Pearson (centre) who also won
the Improvers Pairs.
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by David Gold

‘Simple’ Double Key Card

click
link

I

t sounds scary- but it isn’t, I promise. In some
auctions you quickly find out that you have two
fits and in these cases it can be important to
know key cards in both suits when investigating
slam – Double Key Card or Six Ace Key Card.
Lets say you play normal RKCB with 4 aces, the
king of trumps and the queen of trumps being the
relevant cards. Then after 4NT:
5® = 1or 4 }Some people play 5® and 5t
5t = 0 or 3 }the other way round
5™ = 2 or 5 no queen
5´ = 2 or 5 + trump queen
In double key card, where there are two known
fits, there are six key cards and two trump queens.
The responses are simple,
5® = 1 or 4 }next step asks for trump queen with
5t = 0 or 3 }steps - none, lower, higher, both
5™ = 2 or 5 no queen
5´ = 2 or 5 + lower queen
5NT = 2 or 5 + higher queen
6® = 2 or 5 + both queens
Here is a hand I held recently in a strong
international event, sitting East:
´
™
t
®

Q2
A K Q 10 3
54
QJ73

West
East
1NT1
2t2
2™
3®3
4t4
?
1
15-17
2
transfer to hearts
3
natural
4
good hand, club & heart fit

It is not clear how best to proceed but holding so
many points and such good hearts it is likely
partner will have the ®AK, tA and the ´A or ´K at
28 English Bridge June 2019

the very least so you decide to bid 4NT – double key
card. Partner bids 5® (1 or 4, must be 4). Give
partner something like:
´
™
t
®

A76
J92
A83
AK84

´
™
t
®

A73
984
A2
A K 10 6 5

In hearts you have 11 tricks
but in clubs you actually have
12 on fairly normal breaks so
you can bid 6®. Annoyingly
partner actually had the
following hand:
With hearts breaking you
make 6™ and 6NT as well as
6®, although they actually
missed slam altogether in the
other room.

SO WHEN DOES IT APPLY?
Our rule is simple. If we agree two suits within the
first five bids then our 4NT is RKCB for both suits.
Here is one more example:
´
™
t
®

AKJ53
7
KJ87
AK3

West
1´
3™A
4NT
7t

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

Q82
A53
A Q 10 3
742

East
2t
3´
6®

West opened 1´ and splintered after hearing 2t
from partner. East’s 3´ set the double fit within the
first five bids. West used 4NT to ask for double
RCKB and 6® showed two key cards with both
queens. West could now picture five spade tricks,
four diamond tricks, two club tricks, one heart trick
and a ruff in hand for the 13th trick. It’s an easy
game!
r
www.ebu.co.uk

A June Squeeze . . .

by Andrew Robson

An Automatic Squeeze

click
link

´
™
t
®

A
´
™
t
®

KQ
A
–
–

A. is the classic squeeze position. South
leads the ace of diamonds and West,
because he alone guards both spades
and hearts, has no good discard. Throw
a spade and dummy’s jack is promoted;
throw a heart and declarer’s king is
promoted.

AJ
2
–
–
´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

3
43
–
–

2
K
A
–

´
™
t
®

B
´
™
t
®

3
43
–
–

AJ
2
–
–
N

W

E
S

´ 2

´
™
t
®

KQ
A
–
–

™ K
In B. (swapping the defenders’ hands)
t A
East is identically squeezed on the ace of
® –
diamonds (dummy’s heart going).
Because either opponent, provided they uniquely guard both major suits, is squeezed, the position is
Automatic.

held the ®J to hold at least three diamonds (making
him the sole guarder of the suit).

Love All. Dealer South
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

9842
J 10 9 6 3
Q 10
97

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

West

75
A87
AK742
AKQ

Declarer cashed the ace of hearts, discarding a
diamond, then ran his spades. This was the position
as the last spade was led:
10 6 3
542
J98
J542

AKQJ
KQ
653
10 8 6 3

North

East

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

South
1´
2NT

Pass
2t
Pass
Pass
7NT1
All Pass
1
Even with 20 fabulous-looking points, this
is a stretch facing partner’s possible 15. 37 is
the HCP guide for 7NT

9
10
Q 10
–

–
–
AK74
–
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

–
–
J98
J

J (led)
–
65
10

On our featured grand slam deal, declarer
counted 12 top tricks. His non-squeeze chance of a
thirteenth was the jack of clubs falling in three
rounds, promoting the ten.

What could East discard? A diamond would give
dummy the last three tricks, and the jack of clubs
would promote declarer’s ten. 13 tricks and grand
slam made. Note that the same fate would have
befallen West should he have held East’s cards,
making the position an Automatic Squeeze. r

Winning the heart lead, declarer unblocked the
other top heart, then led over to the three top clubs.
No jack fell, West discarding a heart, so a squeeze
was his only chance. He needed the opponent who

The deal is taken from Andrew Robson’s Endplay
& Squeeze, one of his series of invaluable Bridge
Lessons books. They are available from the EBU’s
www.bridge-warehouse.co.uk

www.ebu.co.uk
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Great Bridge Disasters

by David Burn

All work and no play?

click
link

T

he jack is an honour card somewhat overvalued by the Milton Work point count,
since often it plays little or no role in the
final outcome of a deal and might as well be a small
card worth no HCP rather than one. But on today’s
hand from the second weekend of the 2019
Camrose series, every jack had a part to play.

When England played N/S:
North
South
1®1
1NT2
2NT3
3t4
4®5
4t5
4™5
4´5
5
4NT
5™5
5
5´
6t5
6NT
Pass

E/W Game. Dealer West
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

943
764
8764
J94

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

When Scotland played N/S:
North
South
1®1
1t
2NT
3®6
3™
4®5
5
4´
6NT
Pass

A Q J 10
A Q J 10
J2
A75
´
™
t
®

8652
985
10 9 5
K63

K7
K32
AKQ3
Q 10 8 2

As you can see, every jack in the North-South
hands (particularly the tJ) is critical to ensure that
you can make four grand slams – 7NT, 7´, 7™ and
7t. Sure, you would have pretty good chances with
any one of the jacks replaced by a low card – but
‘pretty good chances’ aren’t really enough when it
comes to bidding grand slams at IMP scoring.
When England faced Scotland the auctions were
long, which is good for the Vugraph audience since
it heightens the sense of drama as partisan
spectators hope that their pair is demonstrating the
latest science combined with the finest judgement.
Hopes were dashed when:
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1

5

Possibly short, 2 Game force with clubs or
diamonds, 3 Balanced, 4 Diamonds,
Ol’ Man River, he don’t say nothin’, he just
keeps rollin’ along, 6 Relay

This was an undignified flat board at plus 1020.
The board was also flat in the match between EBU
and Ireland, where the EBU auction was fairly long
and ended 5NT-6NT-7NT, a sequence of bids that I
do not recall ever seeing before. The Irish auction
was 2NT-4®-4NT-7NT, which may or may not have
involved Gerber.
When Wales opposed Northern Ireland the Welsh
North-South bid 1®-1t-2NT-6NT, a reasonable
shot since it seemed unlikely to South that he would
ever be able to determine whether 13 tricks would
be available. Missing a grand slam that can be
claimed at trick one may have had the hallmarks of
a disaster, but at bridge you never can tell. Readers
may be wondering why I began this article by
asserting that all four jacks were working cards –
well, the Northern Ireland auction was:
www.ebu.co.uk

1
3

When Northern Ireland played N/S:
North
South
1®1
2®2
3
2™
2´3
3
3´
6®
Pass
Possibly short, 2 Natural & forcing,
Showing a stopper

Some later versions of the 4-3-2-1 point count
recommend adding half a point for a ten, but on
this occasion the ®10 was worth minus 1070
aggregate points. Without it, South would have had
no choice but to make 6® by playing ®A and low to
the queen; holding the ®10, his percentage play was
®A and low to the ten since this would pick up not
only ®Jxx with East but ®KJxx also. That was what
he did, and the Welsh ‘disaster’ at the other table
gained them 14 IMPs.
r

DOUBLE 100 CELEBRATION!

If you are still playing at two different bridge clubs
when you turn 100, you deserve a lot of cake!
Congratulations to Beatrice Levene (affectionately
known as Beattie) who celebrated her centenary
recently and enjoyed exceptional cakes at both
Besses o’th Barn Bridge Club in Manchester and at
Bury Athenaeum Bridge Club.

GERMAN TWINNERS AT BATH

SE COUNTIES JUNIOR BRIDGE CAMP
6 – 7 July 2019
Bowles Activity Centre

All levels – beginners to junior experts.
Come and enjoy a packed weekend of bridge
entertainment, tuition, coaching & play for young
people from 8-21 years old.
™
Parents can come too!
™
Juniors £75, non-residents £40 inc’g activity course
Adults £90/£40
™
´ Fun competitions, tournaments & prizes ´
™
´ Dry-skiing, rock-climbing & adventure courses ´

Fourteen bridge players from Braunschweig in
Germany arrived for the Wiltshire GP Swiss
weekend at the beginning of March, held at Bath
University. The German town is twinned with
Bath. They played together in the Swiss pairs, but
took English team mates for the Swiss teams.
Some of the players stayed with host families and
a return visit is planned for 2021.

SOUTHEND CELEBRATES 50

For more info and application forms contact:
William Bourne: reg@sccba.co.uk, 07876 350650

Southend and Leigh Bridge Club celebrated its
50th anniversary with an afternoon bubbly and
canapés reception and an evening tournament.
www.ebu.co.uk
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COMPETITION NEWS

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

SUMMER MEETING BACK AT EASTBOURNE
Following a site visit in April we are pleased to confirm that
the building works are coming to a close in the new,
modern Welcome Building (pictured) of the Devonshire
Park
complex
in
Eastbourne.
It will be used for the
an international tennis
tournament in June,
after which we are
looking forward to
holding our Seniors
Congress there in July,
before heading back for
the Summer Meeting in
August. Visit the pre-congress information page for travel
and parking information, tourist advice, and news updates
as the congress approaches: www.ebu.co.uk/eastbournepre-congress

WEEKEND CHALLENGE EVENTS
These are the flagship events of the Summer Meeting, ideal
for those looking for an intensive long weekend of bridge.
They take place across three days, with enhanced Green
Points available to reflect the prestigious nature of the
competition. Both weekend challenge events are part of the
Championship Series, in which points can be earned
towards the Player of the Year Championship.

ONE DAY EVENTS
For those who are only able to come to Eastbourne for a
short period of time, or who simply prefer shorter
competitions, there are the one day events which take place
every day, except in the first weekend, and include pairs and
teams events, and one- and two-session competitions.

JACK HIGH & REALLY EASY CONGRESS
This year there will be a green-pointed Jack High Stratified
Swiss Pairs on the first weekend.
In addition, the Really Easy Summer Congress offers
competitions and lessons for those who have started
playing more competitively. All players should be below the
rank of Master, and have an NGS rating lower than Jack.
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n JUNE 2019

1-2
8-9
8-9
8-9
15
15-29
16
22-23
22
23
28-30

Corwen Trophy, Daventry
Pachabo Cup, Coventry
Oxfordshire GP Congress, Woodstock
Yorkshire GP Congress, Harrogate
Garden Cities Final, Solihull
European Open Championships, Turkey
Inter-County League Finals
Berks & Bucks GP Weekend, Windsor
Leicestershire GP Swiss Pairs
Dorset GP Swiss Teams, Canford Magna
English Riviera Congress, Torquay

n JULY 2019

5-7
13-14
20-21
20-21

Summer Seniors Congress, Eastbourne
London GP Congress, London, W12
Essex & Herts GP Weekend, Ware
Glos & Herefordshire GP Weekend,
Ross-on-Wye
20
Notts GP Swiss Pairs, Spondon
21
Dorset GP Swiss Pairs, Canford Magna
21
Manchester GP Swiss Teams, Hale
21
Sussex GP Swiss Teams, Brighton
22-25 British Summer Sim Pairs
24-28 Scarborough Congress, Scarborough

n AUGUST 2019

2-11
5-8

Summer Meeting, Eastbourne
Summer Meeting, Really Easy Congress,
Eastbourne
20-22 Northern Midweek Congress, Harrogate
31-1 Crockfords Cup Final, Coventry

n SEPTEMBER 2019

2-6
6-15
7-8
13-15
13-15
14-15
14-28

EBED Autumn Sim Pairs
Guernsey Congress, Les Cotils
Bedford GP Congress, Wixams
Cornwall Congress, Bude
Isle of Man Congress, Douglas
Surrey GP weekend, Guildford
World Bridge Championships, Wuhan,
China
21-22 Essex/Herts Congress, Ware
28-29 Cumbria/Westmorland GP weekend,
Kendal
28-29 Derbyshire GP weekend, Spondon

n OCTOBER 2019

4-6

West of England Congress, Weston-superMare
5-6
Great Northern Swiss Pairs, Leeds
5-6
Felixstowe Congress
5-6
Premier League 1st weekend
7-10 British Autumn Swiss Pairs
8-14 Bridge Overseas Sicily Congress
11-13 Really Easy Autumn Break, Midsomer
Norton, Somerset

www.ebu.co.uk

EBU CONGRESSES AND COMPETITIONS
All events are Green Pointed unless stated
Enter via 01296 317203, comps@ebu.co.uk or at www.ebu.co.uk/members

English Riviera
Congress
28 – 30 June
Riviera Centre, Torquay

Summer Seniors
Congress
5 - 7 July
Eastbourne

Scarborough
Congress & Northern
Senior Pairs
24 – 28 July
Scarborough Spa Complex

Summer Meeting
2 – 11 August
Devonshire Park, Eastbourne

One-day Swiss Teams
Two-day
Stratified Swiss Pairs

Championship Pairs
(Fri & Sat)

Swiss Pairs (Sat)
Swiss Teams (Sun)
Seniors Championship Pairs
with A, B & C finals
Open Pairs – BP
Multiple Teams
Stratified Swiss Pairs
W/E Stratified Swiss Pairs
Four Stars Swiss Teams
One-day Swiss Pairs
Midweek Events – BP
Open Pairs & PAB – BP

Northern Midweek
Congress

Stratified Championship
Pairs

20 – 22 August
Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate

Stratified Swiss Teams

Guernsey Congress
6 – 15 September
Les Cotils, St Peter Port

Player of
the Year

(Tues & Weds)
(Thurs)

Weekend Swiss Pairs & Teams
Weekday Pairs – BP
Midweek Senior events
Pivot Teams – BP

8 – 14 October
Sicily

Open Pairs– BP
Men’s, Ladies’, Mixed Pairs– BP
Pivot Teams– BP

Atahotel, Naxos Beach

Swiss Pairs, Swiss Teams

Overseas Congress

www.ebu.co.uk
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Ask Robin

Compiled by Robin Barker

Trouble at the table

click
link

R

ichard Denning asked two related
questions: I had a ruling made against me
at the table, which I reluctantly accepted,
but common sense suggests the ruling was
incorrect.
At trick 7, declarer called for a spade from
dummy. Declarer’s RHO followed with the 5 and
declarer played the 7. I, as declarer’s LHO, was
somewhat surprised to be able to make such a
cheap trick and played the jack. My partner and I,
and also dummy turned over our cards, while
declarer did not. I was considering my lead to the
next trick when declarer said, ‘I didn’t mean to
play that – I meant to play the king. I want to
change it for the king’. The director was called and
ruled that the change was allowed and I could
change my card to a lower one if I so wished.
Really? By playing the wrong card and then
changing her mind, declarer had discovered that I
did not have the 8, 9 or ten, but did have the jack.
That gave her considerable information about the
layout of not only that suit, but possibly of the
whole hand.
I feel sure this ruling isn’t right. Surely it is as up
to declarer to concentrate on the game as it is for
the defence?
There is no provision in law to change a played card
(except from dummy) unless there has been some
other infraction.
There are laws that allow a bid to be changed
(mechanical error) and a call of a card from dummy
to be changed (slip of the tongue), but not a change
of card played from a ‘closed’ hand; and in any case
there is no law that allows a change due to a change
of mind (or loss of concentration).
So declarer should not have been allowed to
change his card, and the question of information
arising from seeing defenders play does not arise.
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f the same thing happened, but it went ™3
from dummy, ™5 from RHO, then declarer’s
lack of concentration meant she revoked by
throwing away the ´7, (not playing a heart and
not trumping), and I won with ™J, then, as before,
declarer realised her mistake and wanted to play
the ™K, would that make a difference to the
ruling?

I

Yes. Declarer can change a card to correct a revoke;
and the defender who played after declarer can
change the card they played.
In this case, the card previously played by
defender is authorised information to defender’s
partner but unauthorised to declarer. So declarer
should not be allowed to gain from the information,
and cannot try revoking to gain information.
Revoking to gain information is famously called
the Alcatraz Coup. In the past, the laws did not deal
well with this coup and so the remedy was more
draconian.

T

he editor asks: I play 5 card majors and 2/1
irregularly with a couple of partners. Do I
alert a wide-ranging forcing 1NT
response, and do I alert a 2/1 response as being
game-forcing? I can’t see it on the Alerting &
Announcements crib sheet, but someone who
plays it more regularly than me says I should.
Both are alertable, see Blue Book 4H2. Game forcing
2/1 responses is 4H2 (c) (4). Wide-ranging NT
response is 4H2 (h).
4H2 Because they have a potentially unexpected
meaning, players must alert:
(c) Responses to a non-forcing opening bid of one of a
suit:
(4) A new suit without a jump that is forcing to game.
Subsequent natural bids below game (e.g. 2NT)
www.ebu.co.uk

which are forcing as a consequence are not alertable.
(h) A 1NT response to a 1™ or 1´ opening which
might show more than 10 HCP.

A

ileen Cunningham asked: South dealt, and
after two passes, North opened 1™ with
´J862 ™KQ96 tK7 ®965. Is this a psyche?
This is a long term strong partnership. They have
played together weekly for many years. North
insisted that it was a normal legal bid. If a
partnership plays 3rd in hand can be weak should
that be alerted?
It is legal to agree to open 1™ in third hand on this
hand, and I can believe it is normal for this pair. So
it is not a psyche.
The EBU rules are that such light opening bids are
not alertable but should be on the system card. If
pairs at the club do not routinely have system cards,
then the pair in question could be required to tell
opponents at the beginning of the round that their
third-in-hand opening bids can be as weak as this.

S

tephen Bliss has a similar query about light
overcalls. A player at a local club has a habit
of making very light overcalls when not
vulnerable. Two examples:
North has ´10 8, ™Q J 10 9 6, t– ®J 10 9 7 4 3.
North passes as dealer, East opens 1t South
passes, West bids 2® and North now comes in
with 2™.
Again, North has ´9 8 7 5 4, ™J 9 6 2, t8 2 ® A
9. South passes as dealer, West opens 1t and
North overcalls 1´.
You will note that South had already passed
before these extremely light overcalls were made.
They seem to have little purpose but to confuse
opponents. My two questions are:
1. Given the very low honour strength and suit
quality, do these count as psychic bids?
2. Given that this player makes such bids quite
often in certain circumstances (non-vulnerable,
partner already passed), should the bids be
alerted?
It is legal to agree to make overcalls on very weak
hands, and if the opponents agree to overcall on
such hands, and this is properly disclosed, it is not a

www.ebu.co.uk

psyche. The EBU rules are that natural weak
overcalls are not alertable but should be on the
system card.
It is legitimate to make bids to confuse the
opponents, as long as there is not a concealed
partnership understanding, and as long as it is the
bid that causes the confusion, not the way it is
explained.

R

obin Barker is the EBU’s Deputy Chief
Tournament Director. He is editor of
the White Book and looks forward to
answering your questions. Please email him
– robin@ebu.co.uk.
The author, English Bridge and the EBU are
not responsible if the information provided is
incorrect or incomplete.

2019 SIMULTANEOUS PAIRS
Blue Points
22 – 25 July British Summer Sim Pairs
2 – 6 Sep
EBED Autumn Sim Pairs
7 – 10 Oct British Autumn Sim Pairs

ADVERTISEMENTS
Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of
Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English
Bridge) take reasonable precautions to protect the
interests of readers by ensuring as far as
practicable that advertisements in the pages of
English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its
publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking
in respect of claims made against advertisers,
whether these advertisements are printed as part
of the magazine, or are in the form of inserts.
Legal remedies are available if redress is sought,
and readers who have complaints should address
them to the advertiser, should consult a local
Trading Standards Office or a Citizens Advice
Bureau or their own solicitors. Members should
ensure when booking holidays that they take
suitable precautions to protect their booking:
check the company is part of a relevant
organisation (e.g. ABTA); take out suitable travel
insurance; pay at least £100 by credit card. Readers
should note that prices advertised may not be
accurate due to currency exchange rate
fluctuations or tax changes.
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TAKE THE YOUNG CHELSEA BIDDING CHALLENGE

L

ondon-based Young Chelsea Bridge Club has
launched a monthly bidding quiz which is
open to all players, regardless of where they
live. There are even prizes to be won!
Everyone can benefit from this Bidding Quiz,
regardless of expertise. Once the deadline has
passed you can see the views from a panel of experts
which comprises 20 international players from the
UK and abroad. To name but a few – you’ll get
commentary from Sally Brock, Paula Leslie, Phillip
Alder and Phil King.
Let’s take a look at one of the six boards that was
part of the quiz from March this year:

IMPS) at the table and provides additional ranking
for participants. Here the best practical bid was 5™
(exclusion Blackwood) which allows you to bid this
great 6´ slam as partner’s hand was:
´
™
t
®

K J 10 8 7
J 10 3 2
7
AQ7

In reality the slam was missed at most tables.

WHAT THE EXPERTS SAID
Phillip Alder: 3t. ‘I like fit-jumps. Here, a 4™

´
™
t
®

Q542
–
AKQ42
K J 10 2

Love All. Dealer West. IMP Scoring
West
North
East
South
1™
1´
Pass
?
System information:
2™ = Cue
3®/3t = Natural + fit
4™ = Splinter
4®/4t = most play splinter
2NT = natural unless you state otherwise

This board produced no fewer than nine different
answers from the panel! A cue-bid of 2™ (6 votes),
a splinter 4™ (5 votes), and a 3t (fit bid) attracted
most votes from the experts and the top theoretical
scores of 100, 95 and 90 respectively. Also provided
is a ‘practical score’ representing the likely gain (in

www.ebu.co.uk

splinter would leave partner no room. Over 3t, if
he signs off in 3´, I can control-bid 4™.

Sally Brock: 2NT. ‘We have always played 2NT as
a 4-card limit raise (stronger than 3™ which is
mixed) but we have just agreed (after a very
similar problem) that if partner is going to bid
game he must bid 3NT in case I have a real slam
try.’

Phil King: 2™.

‘Complicated. I usually prefer a
more direct approach but splintering
immediately is unlikely to help. We have the boss
suit so let’s start low.’

Paula Leslie: 2™. ‘Keeps the bidding low so gives
partner more room if they have a good hand.’
If you would like to have a go at the latest quiz
you just need to register at ycbc.co.uk/quiz.
The
YCBC
Quiz
is
provided
by
Bridgechallenge.com – a free site which has other
bridge conundrums and a portal for you to
upload a challenging board for others to try.
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Heffalump Traps

by David Bakhshi

Answers from
page 10
Hand 1

´
™
t
®

985
AJ86
Q 10 9 6
84

4´. West leads the ®Q.
You have reached a normal 4´ contract following a
transfer auction, so your goal should be to ensure
your contract if that is possible.

Hand 2

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

K9853
Q8
Q 10 5 3
Q6

10 4
A73
AK984
J54
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Q62
J 10 9 4
7
K9832

AJ7
K652
J62
A 10 7

3NT. West leads the ´5.
You are playing 3NT without an abundance of
values, so making your game might be enough to
earn a swing.
You have six top tricks, and can expect to win two
or three extra in diamonds as well as possibly
winning one more in any of the other three suits.
If you needed to win five tricks in diamonds, then
your best chance would be to cash the tK, and if
the tQ did not fall, you would have to hope that the
38 English Bridge June 2019

link

You have nine top tricks, and should look for the
most likely way to generate a tenth trick.

´
™
t
®

K Q 10 6 4
Q92
A74
K6
72
´
N
K 10 4 3
™
W
E
S
J2
t
Q J 10 5 3
®
´ AJ3
™ 75
t K853
® A972

click

It might be tempting to trump clubs in the
dummy, but trumping in the long hand will not
give declarer extra tricks. If diamonds divide 3-3,
then South can make an extra trick through length,
but the most straightforward strategy involves
trumping a heart in the short trump hand.
Declarer wins the first trick with the ®K and
leads a heart. West can win cheaply and does best to
play a spade. South wins the ´J and leads the ™7.
East can win this trick and lead a second trump
won by dummy’s ´10. The ™Q is led, and trumped
with the ´A. South now crosses to the tA and
draws the last trump.

tQ was doubleton and next play the tA. However,
following West’s spade lead, a second trick can be
guaranteed in spades, leaving South needing only
two extra tricks in diamonds. This will be certain if
they split 3-2, so South needs to guard against
uneven splits.
When West leads a spade, declarer has to decide
whether to play the ´10 or the ´4 from the dummy.
Playing the ´4 gives South a certain extra winner,
whether or not East holds the ´Q. If East plays the
´Q, then South wins with the ´A. South should
now lead the t2 to the tA. When both opponents
play low diamonds, then you should now lead the
t8 from the dummy. If East plays a low diamond,
you try the tJ, knowing that if this loses then the
diamonds will have split 3-2. When East discards,
South plays the tJ and West wins the tQ (it does
not help to duck). If West continues spades, then
South can win the ´J and win three more diamond
tricks with the aid of a marked finesse. If West
switches suits, then South can play a spade to
promote the ´J into a winner.
www.ebu.co.uk

Hand 3

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

´
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ AQJ962
™ 6
t K83
® 763

75
KQ874
A 10 5 2
10 5

K84
A 10
964
AK842
N

10 3
J9532
QJ7
QJ9

4´. West leads the ™K.
4´ looks certain to be the contract at both tables, so
any points swung will likely be due to the play of the
hand. How can you guard against any potential
pitfalls?
You have nine top tricks, and could make two
extra tricks if clubs split 3-2, or an extra trick with
the tK if East has the tA. You could therefore plan

Hand 4

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AKQ9
Q 10 4 3
87
10 8 3

854
9652
A
AKQJ5
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

10 6 2
K87
95432
97

J73
AJ
K Q J 10 6
642

3NT. West leads and cashes the ´A K Q 9 before
switching to the ™3 to East’s ™K.
Your 3NT contract started with 11 potential
winners, but now that West has won the first four
tricks, you need to win all of the remaining tricks to
avoid an adverse swing. This should be
straightforward, with 10 top tricks on view, but how
will you make sure that nothing goes awry?
After West plays the ™3, and East follows with the
™K, South has to win the ™A. Declarer can now
cash clubs immediately or cross to the tA before
www.ebu.co.uk

to win the ™A, draw trumps and duck a club.
However, if East wins this trick, and switches to the
tQ, your contract will now be in danger if West has
the tA and the defenders can take three diamond
tricks.
It would be much safer to establish clubs without
losing the lead to East. Is there any way to achieve
this?
As long as clubs split 3-2, then declarer has a neat
solution. South should try the effect of ducking the
™K at trick one. Say West exits passively with a
second heart. South discards the ®3 from hand, and
can now afford to draw two rounds of trumps,
preserving the ´K as an entry. If trumps had split 31, South would leave a trump outstanding, but with
trumps 2-2, declarer can cash the ®A K without any
risk of being trumped, and then trump the ®2.
With clubs dividing 3-2, dummy has two winning
clubs which can be accessed using the ´K as an
entry. Declarer throws two diamonds on dummy’s
®8 4, and emerges with an overtrick.

running dummy’s clubs. Either way, South will have
a problem returning to hand to play out his
remaining diamond winners, since West’s heart
switch has removed the entry South needed to get
back to hand and cash diamonds. Is there any way
to overcome this problem?
When West cashed his fourth spade, both the
declarer and dummy had to make discards. South
could throw the ™J or the ®2, but what should
North have thrown?
It looks natural to throw the ™2, but once you
have registered the blockage in diamonds, declarer
should seek to unblock the tA before West attacks
hearts. The solution is to discard dummy’s tA on
the fourth round of spades. Now, South can win the
™A and cash four diamonds followed by four
rounds of clubs to make the last nine tricks.
West could only prevent this outcome by
switching to hearts before cashing his fourth spade,
since it would deprive South of the opportunity to
discard the blocking tA.
r
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ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS ON PAGE 22

by David Bird

Beat Today’s Experts

click
link

1. N/S Game. Dealer West
´
™
t
®

Q 10 5
AKQ3
Q86
AQ3

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

West
Winkler
1®
2NT
3NT

AKJ8
10 7 4
K J 10 3 2
10

East
Birman
1t
3´

This time all our deals will come from the
2019 Cavendish in Monte Carlo. What
should Winkler bid at his third turn, do you
think?
When East bids in this fashion, showing
the diamonds, he must be prepared for the
opener to show diamond support. If his only

objective was to locate a 4-4 spade fit, opposite some strong
balanced hand, he would have responded 1´ in the first
place. As I see it, West should rate his hand as good for
playing in diamonds. Every card (except possibly for the
®Q) will be pulling its weight. West should therefore bid
4t instead of 3NT. After a spade control-bid from East, the
excellent slam would be reached.
West
O Rimstedt
2t
2´
3NT
6t

East
M Rimstedt
2™
3´
4NT

West’s 2t indicated 18-19 balanced and 2™ showed spades.
The 2´ rebid denied four spades (he would bid 2NT with
four) and East’s 3´ then showed four spades and five
diamonds. When East valued his hand more strongly than
Birman had, making a general slam try, West jumped to 6t.

Awards: 6NT by W (10), 6t (9), NT games (5), 6™/5t (4).

2. Love All. Dealer West
´
™
t
®

A
10 5 3
KQ763
A 10 3 2

N
W

E
S

West
P Bertheau
1t
2™
5™
7™

´
™
t
®

KQJ8
AK87
AJ8
K4

East
Black
1™
4NT
5NT
7NT

At both tables, West raised the hearts at his
second turn. Most pairs would then have
some artificial continuation (often 2NT) to
seek further information, in particular to
discover whether West holds four hearts or
three. Black surprised the kibitzers by using
40 English Bridge June 2019

RKCB immediately. When partner showed the black aces
but no ™Q, he continued with 5NT. This is a side-suit king
ask, yes, but it also conveys the information – normally –
that all six keycards are held. Bertheau was quite right to
jump to 7™, expecting his diamond suit to provide extra
tricks. Black corrected to no trumps, as had always been his
intention, and by this inventive route the par contract was
reached. Well done!
West
Hurd
1t
2™
3®
4®
4´

East
Demuy
1™
2´
3´
4t
6NT

Here Demuy did seek further information on the West
hand but eventually gave up with a jump to 6NT.

Awards: 7NT (10), 7t (9), 6NT (5), 6t (4), games (1).
www.ebu.co.uk

3. Love All. Dealer West

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
A K 10 9 5 4
10 5
A K Q 10 8
–
´
™
t
®

West
Demuy
1´
5®
6´

J7
K932
J7
10 9 8 7 5
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

863
QJ
96532
A43

Q2
A8764
4
KQJ62

North
McIntosh
Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
Hurd
2´
5t

South
King
3®
Pass

Demuy’s 5® was Exclusion Blackwood and it seems that
the Americans had a misunderstanding on the responses
that were being played. There is less space available than
over a 4NT RKCB. It therefore makes good sense to play
straight Blackwood responses, with the first step indicating
no keycards outside clubs. Demuy apparently read 5t as
showing one such keycard (the ™A).
Despite the void-showing 5® bid, McIntosh led the
®10. Away went one of declarer’s heart losers and the 2-2
trump break then gave Demuy his very poor slam.
West
Black
1´
4´

North
O Rimstedt
Pass
All Pass

East
P Bertheau
2´

South
M Rimstedt
2NT

South’s 2NT showed hearts and a minor. Black then
chose to rebid just 4´. He might instead have bid 4®,
seeking a control-bid in hearts. North led the ™2 to the ace
and South switched to the ®K. It was 480 for E/W and 11
IMPs to Hurd.

Awards: 4´ (10), 5´ (6), 6´ (3).

4. E/W Game. Dealer North

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
K 10
AK
AQ72
KJ854

West
Ekenberg
2®
3t
4™
5t
Redble

5
Q7432
K854
A93
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AQJ943
J65
963
6

8762
10 9 8
J 10
Q 10 7 2

North
Martens
1™
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble
Pass

East
Hult
1´
2´
3´
4NT
Pass
6´

South
Filipowicz
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

As the cards lie, only a diamond lead can beat the slam.
Martens was able to double the RKCB 5t response and
South then led the tJ. Declarer won with dummy’s ace,
crossed to the ´J and finessed the ®J. Martens won with the
ace and cashed the tK for one down.
Let’s return to the bidding. It was not a good slam and I
think that East did too much. First of all, his hand seems
perfect for a vulnerable weak jump overcall of 2´. Over the
chosen 1´ overcall, West showed a giant hand with his first
three bids. Was Hult worth his 4NT, though? I think 4´ was
nearer the mark.
West’s redouble of the 5t RKCB response showed the
tA, yes, but it also increased the chance that a diamond
lead from South would be productive. It seems to me that
East should have bid just 5´ next. Well, I am a cautious
fellow and you may disagree with me.
Awards: 4´ (10), 5´ (9), 6´ (5).

Cont/...

The hotly-contested Swiss Pairs, held at the Lambourne Jersey Congress in
early May, was won by Mike Bull & Graham Horscroft (pictured), just ahead of
Dan McIntosh & Rune Hauge. It was a double victory for Mike Bull & Graham
Horscroft who also won the Swiss Teams playing with Andrew Thompson and
Mike Walsh. Denis Talbot, Kathy Talbot, Helen Lawton-Smith, John Slater
came second. Other results can be found on www.ebu.co.uk/results/741
www.ebu.co.uk

June 2019 English Bridge

41

5. Love All. Dealer East
´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

A87
10 9 5
Q6542
86

J
N
3
W
E
A93
S
K Q J 10 9 7 4 2
´ Q953
™ KQJ876
t J87
® –

West
Rombaut

North
Upmark

4®
5´

4™
Pass

´
™
t
®

East
Lorenzini
1´
4NT
6®

K 10 6 4 2
A42
K 10
A53

South
Nystrom
3™
Pass
All Pass

6. Love All. Dealer West
´
™
t
®

10
Q832
KQ965
A Q 10

W

West
Gromov
1t
2t
4®
5t

E

´
™
t
®

A86
KJ7
AJ4
K862

East
Gulevich
2®
3t
4™
6t

France’s Lorenzini had an interesting valuation problem at
his second turn – only 14 HCP, but he had the perfect
heart holding and three useful cards outside. His side
would have been forced to play in 5® when his hand was
far less suitable. He decided he was worth RKCB and the
par contract was duly reached.
At the other table, East opened 1NT, South showed the
majors and West carried the bidding to 6® for a flat board.

Awards: 6NT by E/6® (10), games (5).

The Russian pair plays two-over-one, so 2® was forcing to
game. Diamonds were agreed and 4® was a control bid. 4™
was Kickback Blackwood (where the bid one higher than
four of the trump suit asks for keycards). 5t was the
fourth step, showing two keycards and the tQ. You can see
that Kickback would have allowed them to stop in 5t if
West had not held the tQ.
After a trump lead, Gromov drew trumps and led twice
towards the ™KJ7, making the slam when North held
™A10.

Awards: 6t (10), 3NT (7), 6NT/4NT (4).

Our Cavendish experts pick up 43/60. If you beat them, you can be happy. Let’s see if we can find some
bidding tips.

TIPS TO REMEMBER
D When your hand is balanced and partner introduces a minor in a game-going auction, he will be
interested to hear of support for his minor. Do not bid 3NT without giving the matter some thought.
D In response to Exclusion Blackwood, do not use 1430 responses. It is important that the cheapest
response may be used when you have no keycards outside the void suit.
D Consider using Kickback Blackwood (where the bid just beyond four of the trump suit asks for
keycards). This gives you extra space, allowing you to stop safely more often when the number of
keycards is inadequate for a slam.
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Lady Milne Trophy 2019

by David Bird

England win Lady Milne

click
link

T

he 2019 Lady Milne (Women’s Home
International Trophy) was contested in
Dublin. England faced Wales on this deal:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer North.
´ 10 5
™ 10 9 6 5 3
t AQJ2
® 52
873
´ AQ92
N
Q
™ J8742
W
E
S
10 7 5 4 3
t 86
AK94
® Q3
´ KJ64
™ AK
t K9
® J 10 8 7 6

West
Smith
Pass
Pass

North
C Pierce
Pass
2tA
2NT

East
Wiseman
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
M Pierce
1NT
2™

North’s 2NT was an overbid, particularly when
you bear in mind that South is mathematically
twice as likely to hold 15 points as 17. Nicola Smith
made the best lead of a diamond. When declarer
won and played the ®J, West won with the king and
played another diamond. Maggie Pierce took three
more diamond tricks and played a club to the
queen, East returning a heart. Declarer scored the
™AK and exited with the ®8.

West
Ingham
Pass

North
Draper
Pass
3NT

East
Clench
2™A
All Pass

South
Gross
2NT

East’s 2™ showed a weak hand with both majors.
A 2NT overcall can stretch to a 19-count, and
Catherine Draper raised to game. Sue Ingham led
the ´7 to dummy’s ´10 and East’s ace. Susanna
Gross then won the ´2 return with the jack. The
®10 went to East’s queen and declarer won the
spade continuation with the king.
Four rounds of diamonds came next. Gilly
Clench was down to ´Q ™J874 ®3 and had to
throw a heart to beat the contract. When she
discarded the ®3, Gross promptly cashed the ™AK
and threw East on lead with a spade. Clench then
had to lead from her ™J8, conceding a ninth trick to
dummy’s ™10. Well played Gross, and the +600
gave England a swing of 13 IMPs.
Sally Brock and Gilly Cardiff stepped in for the
next encounter with Wales:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer East.
´ K984
™ J5
t A J 10 9 6 4
® J
AJ63
´ Q 10 7 5 2
N
Q82
™ K976
W
E
S
5
tK7
10 8 6 4 3
®AK
´ –
™ A 10 4 3
t Q832
® Q9752

The defenders then scored the balance, collecting
+200 for two down.
Marc Smith and I, commentating on BBO,
observed that justice had been done after North’s
overbid. News then reached us that England had bid
and made 3NT at the other table!
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West
Gross

North
Clench

3®A
Pass

3t
Pass

East
Draper
1´
4´
Dble

South
Ingham
Pass
5t
All Pass

www.ebu.co.uk

West’s 3® Bergen raise showed 7-9 points.
Against 5t doubled, Draper led the ®K (®3 from
partner) and continued with the ®A. Gilly Clench
ruffed in hand, ruffed a spade in dummy and played
the ™A. She pitched the ™J on the ®Q, Draper
ruffing low. Declarer ruffed the low heart switch to
the queen and cross-ruffed for several tricks. She
could not avoid the eventual loss of a spade trick
and was one down.
West
Knox

North
Brock

3®A
All Pass

3t

East
Amos
1´
3´

South
Cardiff
Pass
5t

Sarah Amos led the ®A and Andrea Knox
signalled reverse attitude with her ®8. This was a
card she could not afford! Brock ruffed the ´5
switch in dummy, ruffed a club and played the tA.
A spade ruff was followed by the ®Q for a heart
discard. Dummy now held the ®97 against West’s
®106. The ®7 was covered by the ®10, ruffed and
overruffed with the king. East returned a heart to
dummy’s ace and Brock discarded a spade on the
established ®9. That was +400 and 11 IMPs to
England.
England scored heavily on this eventful deal
against Ireland:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer North.
´ AQ4
™ AQ962
t Q52
® J 10
K J 10 7 2
´ 863
N
8
™ J
W
E
S
J 10 9 7 3
t K6
43
® AK97652
´ 95
™ K 10 7 5 4 3
t A84
® Q8

West
Pender

North
Brock
1™

East
South
McDonagh Cardiff
2®
4™

All Pass

East cashed her two club tricks and switched
safely to the ™J. Brock won in the dummy and
www.ebu.co.uk

finessed the ´Q successfully. After the ´A and a
spade ruff, she needed to escape for just one
diamond loser. How would you have continued?
One possibility was to play the tA and a
diamond to the queen. If East won with the king,
she would have to give a ruff-and-discard if she had
started with a doubleton diamond. This is how you
might play the contract if East had not entered the
bidding. Brock was inclined to place the tK with
East after her overcall. She therefore led the t4 on
the first round. If East won the trick (perhaps from
tKJ10), she would then have to lead away from the
tK or give a ruff-and-discard. She might also win
from tK109 or tKJ9 if West failed to play her top
card from tJ763 or t10763 (a Crocodile Coup).
When Gilda Pender rose with the tJ, Brock
played the t2. She played low again on the t10
continuation and East’s tK appeared. It was a
splendid +420 for England.
West
Smith
Pass

North
1NT
4´

East
Wiseman
3®
All Pass

South
4™

At the other table, 2® would have been
conventional over 1NT and Wiseman bid 3®. North
read her partner’s 4™ as a transfer and bid 4´.
Smith was happy to leave this contract undoubled,
preventing a flight to 5™. Unsettled by the accident
in the auction, North took some wrong turns in the
play and went seven down. England scored +350 for
a gain of 13 IMPs.
England won the Lady Milne and all their
matches, accumulating a splendid 72.64 VPs out of
a possible 100. Heading the Butler rankings were:
1st Catherine Draper & Susanna Gross (+0.96 IMPs
per board) and 2nd Nicola Smith & Yvonne
Wiseman (+0.62 IMPs per board). Well done to
them. The final scores are below.
r

2019 LADY MILNE VP SCORES
1

England

72.64

2

Scotland

65.18

3

Ireland

47.74

4

Wales

46.93

5

N. Ireland

33.93

6

CBAI

33.59
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by Alan Mould

Answers to April’s Problems

click
link

REMEMBER THE NEW PAIRS BONUS INTRODUCED IN DECEMBER

T

his month, all the problems come from
readers. Problem 1 was given to me by fellow
Manchester player Adam Wiseberg; problem
2 is from Dave Simmons; and problem 3 is from Bill
Thurl. The first two are from local duplicates and
the last one from a league match.
Hand 1
´ AQ2
™ 983
t J 10 7
® 10 9 8 5
South

West

1t
3NT

Pass
All Pass

North
1®
2®

suit! And when declarer has the king, or kingjack, you have given away a trick and a tempo. I
would much rather lead the ´Q than the ´2.

(c) a heart: 8 marks. Gives nothing away, and may
well hit partner’s length. This could easily be right
if everyone is fairly balanced and declarer is
simply struggling for tricks.
(d) tJ: 2 marks. I cannot see any merit in leading
from this holding round into declarer’s known
suit.

East
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´A (b) ´2; (c) a heart; (d) tJ

Your minors are a worry (particularly diamonds). It
looks like suits may be running for declarer. At IMPs
it looks like you have to be aggressive to beat this. I
would thus lead:

(a) ´A: 10 marks. This allows you to look at
dummy and get partner’s reaction to the spade
lead (by the card they play of course rather than
the width of the smile ). It could easily cost a
trick when declarer (as is likely) has the king, but
it is unlikely to be the ninth trick with no other
play for the contract. If it is, ho hum!
(b) ´2: 1 mark. This is the worst of all leads in my
view since if partner does have spade length, with
or without the king, you have just blocked the

Pairs Bonus: a heart – 5 marks. Leading a spade is
way too dangerous at pairs as it is just too likely to
give away a trick. I would automatically lead a
heart at pairs. Which, as usual, shows what I know
as Adam tells me that partner had ´Kxxx and very
little else and you needed to cash them, otherwise
declarer had 12 tricks.
Hand 2
´ 10 4
™ QJ2
t 7643
® J976
South
West
North
2NT
Pass
3® 1
3´
Pass
4NT2
1
Stayman, 2 Quantitative

East
Pass
All Pass

Choose from: (a) ´10; (b) ™Q; (c) a diamond; (d) ®6.

This is very similar to leading against a NT slam.
Here the opponents are known to hold somewhere
around 31 HCP between them with South holding
4-5 spades and North four hearts (remember the

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master: Howard Rosemarine
Gatley

Open: Michael Kaye
Kintbury

Sponsored by
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bidding). So, what is best to try and beat this
contract?
(a) ´10: 1 mark. I do not see any case for leading
round into declarer’s suit. The ´10 could also be a
useful card in defence.
(b) ™Q: 3 marks. Highly dangerous! Remember
dummy has four hearts. Think of layouts such as
K10xx opposite Axx to see that you have blown the
whole suit.

(c) a diamond: 10 marks. Giving as little away as
possible and letting declarer do their own work.
To be fair it is unlikely this contract is going off,
but this seems the best way to try.
(d) ®6: 3 marks. I do not like this at all. It is
dangerous to lead from suits like this when the
opposition have most of the high cards. Here
declarer has Qx in dummy opposite AK10x….
Nothing beats the hand but the passive diamond
lead holds declarer to their 11 top tricks.
Pairs Bonus: a diamond – 5 marks. Nothing would
persuade me to lead anything other than a
diamond at pairs.

West
Pass

North
4™

Pairs Bonus: ™A – 5 marks. My views are
unchanged. Either ace for me but I still just prefer
the ™A
r

WELCOME TO OUR
™ NEWLY AFFILIATED CLUBS ™
Candleford Bridge
Tuesday afternoons, 2.15pm
Duplicate & Review Sessions
Buckingham Athletic Sports & Social Club, Bucks
www.bridgewebs.com/candleford

Cam & Dursley U3A
Tuesday afternoons, 2pm
15-board duplicate with reviews
Dursley Methodist Church, Glos
u3asites.org.uk/cam-dursley/page/47809

Tues, gentle duplicate, 7pm, St Herbert’s Centre
Thurs, duplicate, 7pm, Keswick Conservative Club
keswick-bridge-club.000webhostapp.com

East
All Pass

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ™A; (c) t8; (d) a club.

We know nothing about North’s hand, but South is
distributional. So, it is likely we need to grab our
tricks before the mice get at them. Forget about
passivity against pre-empts – get at your tricks!
(a) ´A: 9 marks. Close between this and the ™A. This
gives us control in hearts which may be important
in case we need to switch, but I just prefer:
(b) ™A: 10 marks. Best in my view as it allows us to
look at dummy. Depending on what comes down
it might be right to lead another one.

(c) t8: 5 marks. Well it could be right if we have to
set up diamond tricks fast or the even more
unlikely event that we have a diamond ruff, but
really it is between the two aces.
www.ebu.co.uk

At the table either ace or, irritatingly, a club worked
as you have ´AK, ™A and ®A off the contract. A
diamond lead and it is bye bye to one of declarer’s
spade losers.

Keswick Bridge Club

Hand 3
´ A 10 7 6 4
™ A6
t 82
® 9874
South
3™

(d) a club: 1 mark. Way, way, too passive and the
fact you have length might see declarer pitching a
few losers on dummy’s club winners while you
helpfully follow.

PHIL TOPLEY
Aged 94
Phil was an Oxford graduate and professional
bridge player in the 1950s, winning the Gold Cup
and Tollemache (twice), followed by nine
Camrose appearances. He became a maths teacher
in Staffordshire and continued playing. Roger
Bryant, who co-opted Phil onto his Gold Cup
team, remembers him with great affection: ‘Once I
wrote to the organising committee complaining
that my Midlands-based team kept getting drawn
away to distant parts of the country. ‘Whoa, that’s
a bad move,’ said Phil, ‘you’ve got to humour
them, you know.’ Next week the draw for the next
round came through the post in a neatly typed
letter informing us that we were away to a team
from Edinburgh. And, handwritten on the
bottom, was: ‘Thank you so much for your helpful
feedback.’ ‘I knew they’d get you,’ said Phil, before
typically guffawing with amusement. More details
on www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/phil-topley
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TELTSCHER TROPHY 2019

by David Bird

England blitz the home nations

click
link

T

he Teltscher Trophy (the senior Camrose
championship) was played at Edinburgh’s
Holiday Inn. Both England pairs did well on
this board from the Saturday match against Ireland.

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer North.
´ K5432
™ 76
t Q2
® K985
J86
´ AQ97
N
5
™
AKJ3
W
E
S
AJ9754
t K3
432
® A 10 7
´ 10
™ Q 10 9 8 4 2
t 10 8 6
® QJ6

West
Selway
3NT

North
Keaveney
Pass
All Pass

East
Holland
2NT

Now that you have three heart tricks, a possible
line is to play the king and ace of diamonds. If the
tQ does not drop, three tricks from the spade suit
will still bring your total to nine. Holland did not
play on diamonds straight away. He led the ´Q
from his hand. The appearance of the ´10 solved
any problem in that suit. When North took the trick
and returned a heart, Holland could afford to play
the tK and finesse the tJ. That gave him eleven
tricks.
What would happen to a declarer who played the
tK at trick two and finessed the tJ, losing to the
queen? To avoid a subsequent endplay and beat the
game, North would then need to switch to the ®9.

East
M O’Briain
Dble
3NT

South
Mossop
Pass
All Pass

Gunnar Hallberg opened an adventurous weak
2´ and West’s Lebensohl 2NT (showing a weak
hand) left him playing 3NT. Padraig O’Briain
ducked the first two rounds of clubs, winning the
third round. With only six top tricks on view, he
relied on the diamonds. When the tJ lost to the
queen on the second round, Hallberg cashed a good
club and exited safely in hearts. Declarer played ace
and another spade, going one down, and England
won 12 IMPs. Let’s see another cardplay deal, with
England facing Scotland on the Sunday.

South
Glynn
Pass

John Holland was off to a good start when South
led the ™10. How would you have played the
contract?
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West
North
P O’Briain Hallberg
2´
2NT
Pass

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ Q5
™ K6532
t KJ6
® AJ5
J973
´ K 10 2
N
87
™
Q 10 4
W
E
S
10 9
tA874
Q8743
® K 10 9
´ A864
™ AJ9
t Q532
® 62

West
Sime

North
Senior

East
Matheson

Pass
All Pass

2™

Pass

South
Hackett
1´
4™

Playing four-card majors, Paul Hackett opened
1´. Partner’s 2™ was forcing to game, so the raise to
4™ showed a minimum. John Matheson’s ®10 lead
went to the queen and ace. Brian Senior finessed the
™J successfully and played a club to the jack and
king. He won the ™Q return with dummy’s ace,
www.ebu.co.uk

played a diamond to the king and ace, and won a
third round of trumps with the king.
Senior now had a chance to squeeze either
opponent in spades and diamonds. If he rectified
the count by conceding a club, a diamond return
would be awkward (preventing him from cashing
the ´A and returning to the tJ later). When he
preferred to play his last two trumps, East discarded
the ´2 and ´10. The tQ and tJ saw West show
out. East was down to ´K t8 ®9. A spade to the ace
picked up East’s king and the ´Q was Senior’s tenth
trick. If East had ditched the ®9 and kept two
spades, he would have been thrown in with a
diamond to lead away from the ´K10.
West
Mossop

North
Gordon

East
Hallberg

Pass
Pass
All Pass

1™
2NT

Pass
Pass

South
Kane
Pass
2®
4™

Danny Kane’s Drury bid showed a maximum
passed-hand raise. Hallberg did not like to lead
away from any of his picture cards. When he led the
t4, Irving Gordon won with the king and returned
the ®J. Hallberg won with the king, cashed the tA
and gave David Mossop a diamond ruff. The
contract could still be made on a cross-ruff, but a
trump to the ace was not the required next move.
The game was down and England gained 10 IMPs.
England did well at both tables on this deal
against Wales:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ J 10 6
™ A
t 10 5 4 2
® Q9853
A4
´ 93
N
9832
™ K Q 10 4
W
E
S
K9763
tJ8
74
®AKJ62
´ KQ8752
™ J765
t AQ
® 10

West
F Kurbalija

North
Selway

East
D Kurbalija

Pass
Pass

2´
4´

Dble
All Pass

www.ebu.co.uk

South
Holland
1´
3™

A major-suit lead beats the contract. A club lead
followed by two rounds of trumps almost certainly
beats it, too, although there is a double-dummy
route home. You set up the ®8 with a repeated
ruffing finesse against East. You also need to play the
ace and queen of diamonds (rather than finessing)
to set up the t10 for a second heart discard!
Sadly for Wales, Filip Kurbalija made an illadvised lead away from the tK. Holland was able to
ruff all three heart losers, ending with an overtrick
for +450.
West
Mossop

North
Pitts

East
Hallberg

Pass
All Pass

2´

Dble

South
Jones
1´
3´

Barry Lloyd Jones did not make a game-try and
Wales stopped in 3´. Mossop found a better lead
than at the other table, the ™8 to dummy’s ace.
Somewhat surprisingly, declarer now led a diamond
to the ace. He ruffed a heart in dummy and would
still have made the contract had he continued with
a diamond, very fortunately setting up dummy’s
t10.
When declarer led a club instead, Hallberg took
the trick and switched to a trump. Mossop won and
returned another trump, putting the part-score one
down. Declarer had made three tricks fewer than at
the other table and England gained 11 IMPs
Many congratulations to the winning England
team: Paul Hackett, Gunnar Hallberg, John
Holland, David Mossop, Norman Selway, Brian
Senior, npc Simon Cochemé. The England pairs
occupied the three first places (out of 20) in the
Butler rankings:
1st Hackett/Senior +1.51
IMPs/board, 2nd Holland/Selway +0.92, 3rd
Hallberg/Mossop +0.81. A fine achievement.

2019 TELTSCHER VP SCORES
1

England

153.38

2

Scotland

116.22

3

Ireland

108.30

4

Wales

97.96

5

N. Ireland

74.77

6

SBU

48.37
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White House Bridge

by Shahzaad Natt

Juniors go for the maximum from a hand

E

very March the Dutch Bridge Federation
hosts a junior tournament called the White
House, so named because the venue is a small
white house. This year we were lucky to have
received invitations for two teams. One was
England’s U26 (Charlie Bucknell & Dominic Price,
Stephen Kennedy & Tony Ye, Shahzaad Natt & Ben
Norton) and the other was England’s U26 Womens
team (Olivia Bailey & Ewa Wieczorek, Laura Covill
& Siyu Ren, India Leeming & Hanna Tuus).
The competition has two qualification stages
followed by a series of knockout matches. The
women’s team did not make it through to the
knockouts but after a triumphant victory against
the host nation (in my eyes the tournament
favourites) England U26 were through to the semifinals.
For the first half of the match Ben and I had been
given a rest so we were nervously watching on BBO.
The Danes had taken an early lead when this board
came up and we needed every IMP that was
available:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer West.
´ K8
™ K 10 8
t 9875
® A874
53
´ Q 10 9 7 2
N
J7
™
632
W
E
Q2
t A K 10 3
S
K 10 9 6 5 3 2
® Q
´ AJ64
™ AQ954
t J64
® J

West
Lahrmann
3®
All Pass

North
Ye
Pass
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East
Plejdrup
Pass

South
Kennedy
Dble

Opening 3® with such a sterile distribution and
mediocre suit is not my choice vulnerable but it was
the bid selected at the table. Stephen Kennedy
elected to balance with a double in the protective
seat in order to get both the major suits into the
picture. Tony Ye, with a few quick tricks and no
convenient suit to bid, found a pass. The other table
was likely to bid and make 4™, so it was crucial that
the maximum penalty was extracted.
Superficially 3® has only five losers (two spades,
two hearts and one club) which would lead to +200
and a likely 10 IMP loss. Ye led the ´K and
continued with a spade to the 10 and jack. It looked
like North was angling for a spade ruff but Kennedy
cashed the ™A before continuing. West false-carded
with the jack and Ye played the ™8. At this stage I
was kibitzing on BBO and shouting at my phone,
willing Stephen to find the winning defence.
Kennedy reasoned that with ™K1087 Ye would
have played the ™7 to encourage and not the ™8
(reverse attitude). He inferred that West was
concealing that card. Next he cashed the ™Q! This
enabled him to maintain the lead to play a spade,
which West ruffed optimistically with the ®10. Ye
considered his options and correctly discarded a
loser. Had Ye over-ruffed his side would have made
just one trump trick as his remaining clubs would
fall under the ace, queen and nine. Instead, his ®8
was eventually going to grow up and provide a trick.
This careful sequence of play led to a well earned
+500 and only 4 IMPs in the out column.
Unfortunately, despite a fiercely contested battle
and many close moments we were defeated by the
Danes who went on to win. The next day we played
Poland in the third-place play-off. In the
qualification stages Poland had the better of us so
we were keen to get our revenge. I’m glad to say that
we won fairly comfortably to take the bronze medal
overall. A very good result that should stand us in
good stead for the European Junior Teams
Championships in Norway this July.
r
www.ebu.co.uk

NATIONAL PAIRS

The National Pairs competition, which took place
in early April, was won by Jeffrey Allerton &
Frances Hinden. Fifty pairs qualified for the
National Final from the Regional Finals, and
Frances & Jeffrey finished atop the rankings after
two days of play. Sue Oakford & Rod Oakford
came second and David Kendrick & Simon
Mostyn finished third. The National Pairs is part
of the Championship Series of competitions, with
results counting towards the Player of the Year
title. The victory moved them up to joint 14th.

DURHAM WINS PORTLAND BOWL

AMERICA’S VANDERBILT

Congratulations to Peter Crouch and Alex Hydes
(left and second left) who were part of the Wolfson
team which won the Vanderbilt teams, one of the
most prestigious competitions on the American
bridge calendar. The other team members were
Jeff Wolfson, Mike Becker, Mike Kamil & Steve
Garner. Originally seeded 17th, they finished an
impressive run by toppling the 2nd seeded Nickell
team. A commentary of the event can be read on
tinyurl.com/y34dlrev.
English bridge player Espen Erichsen also led his
team to victory in the Jacoby Open Swiss event.
His team mates were Tony Leibowitz, Christian
Bakke and Tor Eivind Grude.

SCHAPIRO SPRING FOURS

The Portland Bowl Finals took place in mid-April
at the world famous Portland Club in London.
The competition pits university teams from across
the country against each other. In the final
Durham A beat Cambridge B after a spectacular
scoring blaze in the last eight boards. The team,
from left, was Edmund Lea, Charles Bucknell
(capt), Christopher Kemp, [Chairman of the
Portland Club], Dominic Price and Euan Sarson.
This is Durham’s third victory, with the last one in
2008. Cambridge has won the event in the last six
years, with Cambridge B winning the last five.

The Shapiro Spring Fours took place in early May.
Mossop team won the main trophy having lost
only one match. The final was a very close affair
between all-England Mossop, comprising Jason
Hackett, Justin Hackett, Alex Hydes, Ed Jones,
David Mossop & Tom Paske, and the AngloGerman Amalia team which consisted of Kevin
Castner, Paul Gruenke, Phil King & Roland
Rohowsky.

In the semi-finals Cambridge B beat Cambridge
A, while Durham A beat UCL B. UCL B conceded
to Cambridge A in the third-place playoff.

The results of the consolation Punchbowl and the
Hamilton
Cup
can
be
found
on
www.ebu.co.uk/results/742

www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge+More - A revolution in technology?

B

ack in December 2016 Jeremy Dhondy wrote
in his editorial about a swanky new gadget
that deals the cards at the table. I was
transfixed and determined to try it out. Recently I
was lucky enough to have enjoyed two of the
Bridge+More dealers on loan for a few weeks in
order to evaluate them for Olicana Bridge Club in
West Yorkshire. I thought others might be interested
in what I have learnt so far.

WHAT IS IT?
The Bridge+More solution is in three parts. First
is the dealer, one of which sits on each bridge table
and will deal the cards at the table. It takes a little
under two minutes, so by the time you have sorted
your hand and finished the bidding the next hand
will be ready. Second is the tablet computer – one
per table – on which at the start of an event you
record the four players at the table. You also use it to
enter the contract, lead and result; and to see the
results at other tables. The third part of the system
is the server software that actually runs the events
and stores the results. It is a cloud-based system so
your data is stored and backed up automatically.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
The dealer can deal the same hand at all tables
simultaneously and the movement becomes a
barometer type which will be familiar to those who
have played online tournaments. All of the tables
start with board 1, then board 2 and so on to the
end of the event. This has significant benefits, some
of which are
D No more skip movements, arrow switches, pivot
tables or board sharing
D No more complaints about overhearing other
tables discussing your next board
52 English Bridge June 2019

by Mike Collier

D No more misboarding
D No more boards played the wrong way around
D Running scores will be more sensible with all
having played the same boards
D Shorter events can still all play the same boards
D Swiss events become as easy to run as normal
pairs or teams
As all tables are playing the same boards the
movements are very simple. If you want a 2-winner
movement you play a simple Mitchell with E/W
pairs moving one table at a time which works
whether there is an odd or even number of tables.
For a 1-winner movement you play a Howell. You
can’t always play all of the other pairs – with 11
tables that would take 21 rounds, but you will play
all the boards and a mixture of E/W and N/S hands.
Teams events work similarly, with each round
being a series of matches between two teams (say
1v2, 3v4, 5v6, etc) playing the same boards. At any
time during your event everyone will have played
the same hands, so there would never be a problem
if you had to cut the event short for any reason - the
result would still be perfectly valid.
Getting an event ready is very straightforward
and can be done on any computer that is connected
to the internet (or even on one of the tablets used
for scoring). You have to specify the type of event,
the number of tables and the number of boards per
round - and also the number of rounds to play if
you don’t have time for the full movement. There
are some other fields that can be set but they are
normally left at your default value. These include
things like whether you want the next hand to be
automatically ejected from the dealer or if you want
it to be controlled by the TD at a new round or at a
www.ebu.co.uk

session break, how you want other tables’ scores to
be shown, etc. You can also specify random deals or
you can import hands from a range of different file
types. So, in a as little as a couple of minutes your
event is ready to start. This would be a boon to a
busy club like mine as the workload of having
boards pre-prepared and then setting up and
scoring an event can be quite onerous.
During events you can display running scores if
you wish so at the end the result is immediately
available and will be able to be uploaded to the EBU
and/or Bridgewebs. The programs to run events are
comprehensive and allows pairs events with matchpoint or IMP scoring; Teams, Swiss pairs and Swiss
teams. ‘Social Games’ covers individual events,
Chicago and single table games
Then you have the other use for the system –
teaching. You can construct lessons by importing
boards and annotating them with teacher’s notes
that will show on the tablet at the appropriate time.
During the lesson you can send the same board to
each table and then follow how they bid and review
how the hand was played.

SO, IS IT GOOD?
The concept is wonderful! And the
implementation is mostly pretty good. However,
there are a few things that either haven’t been fully
thought through or have been designed to suit
bridge playing in Scandinavia (they are designed
and made in Denmark) where they seem to go
about their bridge in quite a different way to the
UK. There are parts of the system where you can’t
help thinking, ‘Why did they bother to implement
this? We would never use it.’. But I guess they do use
these features elsewhere. Then there are other things
that don’t work too well at the moment – like
entering the players on the tablets at the start of an
event which seems rather cumbersome. However,
the developers are very open to suggestions and
prepared to make changes to suit the way we do
things so I am hopeful that there will soon be
changes here.
The teams movements are designed for an even
number of teams so that each round consists of
matches between two teams. With an odd number
of teams the only option is for one team to sit out a
round. This might be fine if you have 13 teams
playing 12 2-board matches, but with only five
teams you would have a team sitting out for each
round of six boards. I’m sure this would not go
www.ebu.co.uk

down well with our members. Again the developers
intend to provide an alternative movement for odd
numbers of teams but this can only be done by not
playing the same board simultaneously at all tables.
The dealer seems well made and durable. The
tablets might not be as reliable. My personal
experience is that four years is about average. One
thing to bear in mind is that both the dealers and
the tablets have rechargeable batteries so you will
need facilities for that. The dealers should run for at
least 10 hours on a charge but the tablets may last
no more than five or six hours.
So the conclusion is that it certainly is good now
– but it will get even better in the future as
improvements are made to the software.

WHAT ABOUT THE COST?
It’s not cheap. For each table you need a dealer
and a tablet which have a list price of £700 plus VAT.
On this basis it can be quite cost-effective for
smaller clubs or to have one at home for your
friendly bridge sessions with friends. If you
compare the cost against a dealing machine and
Bridgemate-type devices at the table then it can be
cheaper for up to five or six tables but for a 16-table
club it probably costs twice as much. On top of that,
there is an annual fee of 10% of the list price to
cover support and the use of the cloud-based server
(the first two years are free). The cards themselves
are also quite expensive. They are made of plastic so
should have a considerably longer life than normal
cards and time will tell if they last five times as long
to compensate for the extra cost. The feel of the
cards produced different reactions from players;
some liked them but others found them quite slippy
and not that easy to hold (I guess that is needed to
deal them easily).
Is it worth the cost? In my opinion it certainly is
– if you can afford it. You need to assess the benefit
of an enhanced bridge experience and the reduction
in workload preparing and running an event.
The EBU used Bridge+More units for the Two
Stars Pairs finals a couple of years ago. They were
ideally suited as the finals are barometer. The
hardware was well-designed and players found it
intuitive to use. We are not planning to use them
in future EBU events, in part because of the cost
but also because they require their own software
and we run many unique events for which we have
developed software. Gordon Rainsford, Chief TD
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CAPTION
COMPETITION
CROSSWORD NO 21

Compiled by MERMAN
1

2

3

4

Answers online, p67
5

6

7

8

9
10
11

12
13

15

14

16

17

18

19

20

21
22
23

ACROSS
1 It facilitates regular movement, though Mac has injured
foot (8)
9 East missed making game with a slam though having the
ingredients (8)
10 It’s about 4’s home — player’s left something in the
bathroom for the cleaner to tackle (8)
11 Tree that could be 20 — having stripped the bark every so
often (4)
12 Officer leaves homeless charity rather thin (5)
13 The German raid confused French philosopher (7)
15 Source of nuclear energy is concerning film star… (7)
18 … it’s where the film star might be found, for a start (5)
20 Note major honour awarded to national (4)
21 Veils pulled over Dad’s arch (8)
22 Pulling a bit of business for which no answer’s required (8)
23 Planted again, having gone back to the audience (8)
DOWN
1 Games of bridge for three assassins (10)
2 Sign borne by dairy items occasionally (5)
3 Daft Range Rover, say, player’s taken in the country…
(10)
4 … a little place in the country fit for a prince (6)
5 Misfortune expressed when in Galashiels (4)
6 Guide one of declarer’s decisions (10, three words)
7 Being excited, some stampeded (5)
8 Rates disco dancing so excluded from society (10)
14 I adore rock crew member (6)
16 Competitor’s card facilitating communication (5)
17 Crave cream slice (5)
19 Verifiable facts about body art (4)

Mutter mutter! Send your new entries for the
cartoon above to lou@ebu.co.uk by 28th June,
or post to Editor, Raggett House, Bowdens,
Langport, TA10 0DD.
Congratulations to Tony Reed for my
favourite shown under April’s cartoon below.
Other close contenders were Lydia Stanford’s If
you are going down, go down quickly; Tony
Paine’s With time running out, Humpty made the
mistake of going for a jump bid; Reg Tripp’s It’s
almost time for that cracking play; and Alison
Wall’s You’ll be shattered when the time’s up.
Prestat donates a box of its very superior
chocolates as a prize. The brightly coloured
boxes, and the scrumptious contents, are the
epitome of good taste – in all the best ways!

‘I heard that our rival club has been trying
to poach him’

MAKING A BRIDGE CLUB ATTRACTIVE TO NEW MEMBERS

M

y role at the EBU is to help bridge clubs
increase their membership. We think a
lot about teaching, marketing and
publicity, but winning new members is not just a
matter of getting them through the door. It is also
about having a bridge club that is a great place to
enjoy a game of bridge, one that will have people
wanting to return.
The opposite is also true. Once a bridge club
becomes known (rightly or wrongly) as
‘unfriendly’, it is a hard task to persuade
newcomers to attend.
I have visited many bridge clubs and
always find them friendly and
welcoming. I come though as an
experienced bridge player, well used
to the ups and downs of a bridge
session.

director, because you know they will do all they can
to be helpful and resolve issues with fairness and
sensitivity, listening carefully to both sides, being
well informed of the rules of the game, and having
abundant common sense, knowing when to apply
the laws with rigour and when to make allowance
for issues of health, circumstance or novice players.

BUT HERE’S THE CRUNCH
Now there is a tricky issue here. What should a
director do when a player correctly points
out an infraction, but on the other hand
the person committing the infraction is
a novice, while the person calling is an
experienced player.

The English Bridge Union
regulates the game in England and
part of that role is to ensure as far as
possible
that bridge is played by the
A NEW BREED OF BRIDGE
rules,
which
are carefully set out in
PLAYER
the laws of bridge and supplemented
However, it is noticeable that
by EBU-specific regulations
Having spent the holidays with his
new people coming into the
grandchildren, Gerald has a senior moment and guidance.
game (or returning) tend to be
at the bridge club.
The most important thing is
a bit less competitive and more
interested in enjoying the session irrespective of
that the director sets the right tone. We all make
who comes top.
mistakes and the director is there to put things right
What are the implications for bridge clubs? First, so that the there is no disadvantage to the pair that
anything we can do to help members feel welcomed did not commit an infraction. In cases where there
and looked after must be a good thing. Many clubs is an imbalance of skills as described above, the
are constrained by what premises they can get for an director must make the correct ruling, but
affordable price, finances, and other circumstances sensitively. ‘I am sorry because I know you did not
beyond their control. Within those constraints intend to misplay, but the rules of the game require
though, it is worth thinking about all the details: me to adjust the score.’ There should not be
parking, lighting, refreshments, the comfort of the anything in the director’s manner that suggests
chairs, and how soon the results get posted, in case unfriendliness.
they can be improved. We are in competition with
Equally, it is not wrong to encourage a culture
many other activities.
within a club where members are encouraged to
Second, there is another important matter over
which all clubs have control, and this is the way
games are directed. There is nobody more
important than the director for making everyone
feel at home and that the club is friendly and wellorganised.

make allowance for one another. This is a difficult
judgement and may go against our competitive
spirit on occasion; but what is more important,
your score on one board, or the reputation and
atmosphere at the club being friendly and
welcoming?

I am not going to pretend this is easy, but in the
perfect bridge club it is no burden to call the

Tim Anderson
EBU Membership Development Officer

www.ebu.co.uk
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EBED NEWS
NEW CHAIRMAN & TRUSTEES
We are pleased to announce the appointment of
our new EBED Chairman Andy Margetts.
Andy Margetts is former Chairman of Woking
Bridge Club, and now plays at Ascot and South
Bucks Bridge Clubs. He spent his working career
as a corporate financier in the City. He has been a
trustee of EBED since July 2018 and became ViceChairman in November 2018. Andy has now
formally taken over following the retirement of
Andrew Petrie who had been involved with the
charity since its inception, and was instrumental
in establishing EBED as an independent
organisation.
Two other trustees are also now retiring: Gary
Ames, who has played a leading role in shaping
EBED’s education activities since it was founded
and who, we are pleased to say, will continue to be
involved as one of our Teacher Educators; and
David Waxman who has been a trustee for the past

three years and has chaired our Education Advisory
Group and shaped our Governance Policy.
So it’s goodbye and enormous gratitude to our
former Chair and all our retirees and a big welcome
to some new faces on our board. All trustee
vacancies have been filled and we are delighted to
announce the appointments of Terry Hewett, Mary
Sharp and Douglas Wright who will join our Board
of Trustees:
D Terry is well known in the bridge community
having been Chairman at Wimbledon Bridge
Club and co-founder of the Night of the Stars
Charity Bridge Pro-Am;
D Mary is a former journalist and English
Literature teacher at a leading grammar school.
She is now an active bridge teacher in Bucks;
D Douglas served in the Royal Navy and then
became the CEO of a software company before
founding the 3 Counties Bridge teaching school
and assisting Surrey CBA to develop the game.

SHARE YOUR TEACHING TIPS
Our resourceful bridge teachers around the country often devise new ways to teach a topic. Here is a
simple idea provided by one of our members for teaching scoring and vulnerability.
To understand competitive bidding a revision of scoring can help but learners do not carry these scores
around in their heads. Using the back of the PASS and DOUBLE cards together with the bid card for
relevant contracts, here is a simple quiz for students:

Partner said I must be
prepared to sacrifice

To share your teaching ideas and see the resources available visit our teachers’ forum
www.ebedcio.org.uk/forum/ and new Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/myEBTA/

NEW ON
THE EBED
WEBSITE

TEACHERS
STUDENTS
Advertise your courses
Check your results
Register your students
Special Offers
56 English Bridge June 2019
Forum and new Facebook group
Learning videos
Check your teaching info
Browse the archives
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EBED CALENDAR

WARWICK’S JUNIOR CHALLENGE 2019

EBED Events
n JUNE 2019
8

Club Director Assessment, Patcham

14-16 EBTA Teachers Conference, Milton Keynes
15

Club Director Assessment, Cheltenham

16

Club Director training, Day 1, Oxford

16

Club Director Assessment, Durham

22

How to run a Cub Duplicate, Scunthorpe

22

Club Director Assessment, Day 1,
Wymondham

30

Advanced Director training, Darlington

n JULY 2019
6

Club Director training, Day 1, Scunthorpe

20

Club Director training, Day 2, Scunthorpe

20-21 Club Teacher Training Course, Bognor
Regis, West Sussex

n AUGUST 2019
3

Club Director Assessment, Scunthorpe

5-8

Club Director training, Eastbourne

9

Advanced Director training Eastbourne

9

EBUScore Courses, Eastbourne
(Basics - am, Next Steps - pm)

10-11 Club Teacher Training Course, Halifax BC
30-1

Junior Teach-In, Northampton, see p59

n SEPTEMBER 2019
1

How to run a Club Duplicate, Halifax

2-6

Autumn Sims Pairs, various venues

14-15 County Director Training weekend,
Coventry
15

Club Director training, Day 2, Oxford

29

Club Director training, Day 1, Halifax

n OCTOBER 2019
2

Running a club duplicate, Aylesbury

6

Club Director training, Day 2, Halifax

13

Club Director Assessment, Oxford

17-18 Club Teacher Training Course, Young
Chelsea Bridge Club
20

Club Director Assessment, Halifax

23

Club Director training, Day 1, Aylesbury

n NOVEMBER 2019
6

Club Director training, Day 2, Aylesbury

17-18 Club Teacher Training Course, Aylesbury

n DECEMBER 2019
4

West Midlands Bridge Club held its annual Junior
Minibridge challenge at the end of March. Nearly 50
children from two local schools took part.

STAMFORD’S SCHOOL SUCCESS GROWS
Wow! Another 15 member ‘Buddies’ have been DBS
registered to support the Stamford Youth Bridge Academy’s
(SYBA) Schools Project, bringing the total DBS registered
members to more than 60. The eldest is 83 years young.
This incredibly worthwhile project sees Buddies making
the game accessible to schools by delivering a Starter
Bridge package that has inspired, ignited and encouraged
maths departments to work in partnership with them.
Last year, prior to SYBA’s second Inter-Schools
Tournament, they had to turn away two disappointed
schools as the 100 places filled up almost immediately. By
supporting the Maths Curriculum a staggering 2,300
youngsters have now received an introduction to the game
of bridge. Experiential learning, problem solving, creative
thinking and number crunching are just some of the skills
that the maths faculties recognise the game has to offer.
Working in partnership with youngsters aged from 8 years
to 14 years, SYBA is engaging, enthusing and inspiring
them to love numbers through partnership fun.
SYBA’s brilliant schools-approved package of learning
tools
is
available
through
EBED.
Contact
david@ebedicio.co.uk.

OXFORD’S JUNIOR SUCCESS
Oxford’s Junior Bridge Club is
justly proud of its success.
Congratulations to members
Zane Soonawalla & Freddie
Beneat, the first juniors to have ever won the Oxford Times
Cup – a Sim Pairs event played at various clubs over a
period of around two months. It has been going since 2002
and is for players with fewer than 2,500 masterpoints. The
pair finished with an outstanding score of 71%.

Club Director Assessment, Aylesbury

www.ebu.co.uk
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YOUNG BRIDGE CHALLENGE
This year’s Young Bridge Challenge, EBED’s annual
youth bridge one-day event, took place in midMarch. Twenty teams competed in three rounds of
Swiss Teams, after which the top four school teams
were separated out to play for the Schools Cup.
Loughborough Grammar School, the hosts of the
event, won the Schools Cup, beating Haberdasher’s
Aske’s School for Boys’ B Team in the Semi-Final,
and St Paul’s School’s B Team in the Final. The other
semi-finalists were Exeter Maths School, an
excellent achievement in their debut appearance in
the competition.
The remaining sixteen teams played two more
rounds of Swiss Teams, won overall by Henry Rose,
Jasmine Bakhshi, Liam Fegarty and Jamie Fegarty,
who took home the Harry Scully Trophy. Only 1 VP
behind them was the Haberdasher’s A Team, who
won the Schools Plate for the highest-placed School
Team at the end of the Swiss Teams.
There was a record attendance of 34 players for
the MiniBridge competition, which was won by a
young pair from English Martyrs Catholic
Voluntary Academy in Oakham pictured, with
EBED Youth Officer David Emerson.

More
photos
online,
page 71

Here’s the board that gave the first big swing to
Loughborough Grammar School in the Schools
Cup Final. England’s Under 16 Squad Leader
Giorgio Provenza provides the commentary.

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer North.
´ 82
™ A9853
t KQ
® AKQJ
973
´ K Q J 10 6 4
N
K62
™
Q 10 7 4
W
E
S
853
t J2
10 9 7 5
® 6
´ A5
™ J
t A 10 9 7 6 4
® 8432

West
Pass
Pass

North
1™
2´A
3NT

East
South
1´
2t
Pass
2NT
All Pass

N/S have a slam available (a grand in either minor
or 6NT), but will they find it? It seems very difficult
to me. Should South decide to double rather than
bidding diamonds, thus showing both minors,
North might get more excited, but still I don’t see an
easy path for it. If you bid slam here, well done! (and
I would love to hear the auction).
In the Schools Cup Final, Loughborough’s N/S
pair managed to find a game but not a slam in
diamonds, whilst the St Paul’s N/S pair played in 3®
making 10 tricks. This gave Loughborough 10 IMPs
and the lead, which they never relinquished.
Playing in no trumps, South sees the dummy after
a spade lead and must spot the potential problem in
communication between the hands. Once the ´A is
gone there are only entries to dummy in diamonds.
The contract will go one off if the tJ is one of three,
four or five cards in either opponent’s hand or make
with three overtricks if it is singleton or doubleton,
as long as declarer overtakes the tQ with the ace on
the second diamond trick. In this case, South gets
lucky if they spot the correct line.
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Summer bridge for the young
RICHMOND BRIDGE CLUB:

WALLINGFORD BRIDGE CLUB:

FREE Summer Youth Bridge, 9 July – 31 August
All standards from complete beginners, with a
separate section for those that have played before.
Every Monday morning from 10.30 to 12 noon, and
every Thursday afternoon from 1.30 to 3pm. No
prior knowledge or partner required. For more
information call 07725761068 or email
julia@richmondbridgeclub.com or book on:
www.richmondbridgeclub.com

Summer Bridge School, Tuesdays, 6 – 27 August.
Bridge and minibridge sessions for adults and
young people – teaching in the mornings and
competitions with prizes in the afternoons. Advance
booking required. Please contact David Emerson
for more information:
david.emerson201@btinternet.com

SE COUNTIES JUNIOR BRIDGE CAMP:

WIMBLEDON BRIDGE CLUB:
Free Junior Bridge, 24 July – 21 August
& every Sunday
Free Junior Bridge and Minibridge sessions
throughout the summer holidays. Mondays from
10am – 12 noon, and Wednesdays from 3pm – 5pm.
Sunday bridge club during term time from 4pm
6pm. www.bridgewebs.com/wimbledon/

3 COUNTIES BRIDGE:
FREE for all standards, 23 – 25 July
Come and learn to play minibridge and bridge at
Bourne Bridge Club, Farnham. The days run from
10am to 3.30pm. Contact
douglaswright@3countiesbridge.com
www.ebu.co.uk
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FREE Summer Club for juniors, 29 – 30 July
The days run from 10am to 4pm, and participants
are welcome to come to both days, one day, or just
half a day. More information from Myra Scott,
youth@warwickshirebridge.co.uk

JUNIOR TEACH-IN 2019

D

WEST MIDLANDS BRIDGE CLUB:

Card games for 8+ years old, Fridays in August
Sheffield Bridge Club is intending to open its
doors on Fridays in August, from 4-6pm, to all
children from 8 years and up to learn card games
leading to minibridge. Please contact Graham
Jepson, 0114 2686258.

-u

Weekend of bridge at activity centre, 6 – 7 July
Taking place at Bowles Rocks – an activity centre
near Tunbridge Wells. All levels are welcome from
beginners to junior experts, aged 8 to 21 years old.
Come for a brilliant weekend of fun competitions,
tournaments and prizes. In addition choose from
dry-skiing, rock-climbing or adventure courses. All
meals included in this 2-day extravaganza. £75
(residential, £40 non-residential. Accompanying
adults welcome. For more info contact: William
Bourne, reg@sccba.co.uk, 07876 350650

SHEFFIELD BRIDGE CLUB

30 August – 1 September
King’s Park Conference Centre, Northampton
Tuition, coaching and play
Fun competitions including the
Arnott-Davidson Trophy
www.ebedcio.org.uk/junior-teach-in
Residential (2 nights, full board)
Juniors £130/accompanying adults £160.
Non-residential places available
Please contact Giles Ip,
giles@ebedcio.org.uk
http://www.ebedcio.org.uk/JTIbooking
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LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR
FAILING A DRUGS TEST
I’m sure many readers will have
read that the great Geir Helgemo
recently failed a drugs test. You
might be wondering who else has
fallen foul of the new testing
laws. As far a I know, the first
offender was none other than my
own computer program, Blue
Chip Bridge, at the 2000 World
Computer Championships held
in Bermuda. At the start of the
event we were told that drug
testing was being used in the
human competitions and would
also be used in the computer
competition, although it was
unclear how a computer
program might manage to
consume
some
banned
substance.
In its match against the US
program, Meadowlark, Chip
(South) opened a psychic 1´ on
a pile of rubbish. To make
matters worse, Chip (North),
holding a decent 11-count
including four spades, fielded the
psyche and Passed, even though
Chip (N) had no way of knowing
that Chip (S) had psyched. When
asked to rebid and replay the
hand (this was the ‘drug test’
applied to the programs, to check
their actions were reproducible)
Chip (S) did not repeat its
previous psychic opening bid
and was thus deemed to have
failed the drugs test.
The explanation was that in
rushing to set Chip up for the
match, we’d inadvertently left his
‘random
psyche’
function
switched on. We’d also set the
60 English Bridge June 2019

Send your letters to the editor, Lou Hobhouse
Raggett House, Bowdens, TA10 0DD, or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

scoring method as ‘rubber
bridge’. Having made 2NT, for
seventy above the line, on the
previous board, Chip (N) saw no
reason to advance his partner’s
1´ opening bid. Once we had
rectified these oversights, Chip’s
bidding returned to normal. The
Director, Al Levy, was gracious
enough
to
accept
our
explanation. The board was
replayed and no penalty was
forthcoming. Mike Whittaker

SUPPORTING SUPPORT DOUBLES
I think David Burn, that fine
bridge writer and commentator,
has turned his wrath in the
wrong direction. He may not like
support doubles (April issue
/p38) but this is not the hand to
illustrate/rationalise that dislike.
N/S Game. Dealer South
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

10 6
Q 10 4 2
A Q 10 8
Q 10 2

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

West

Q752
9753
J965
6
AKJ93
K6
7
A9873

84
AJ8
K432
KJ54

North

East

South
1t
Dble1
Pass

Yes, 2t doubled is a ghastly
contract. But a reasonable Acol
auction might end the same:
North

Pass
2®1
Pass
Pass
1
Garbage Stayman

DATING ERROR
I enjoyed your prank concerning
the introduction of an Undouble
bidding card, but I did think you
had anticipated April 1st in your
February edition – the cover says
February 2019 but all the inside
pages state February 2018!
Dennis Law
Hold onto it! It will be worth ‘a
fortune’ in years to come!
Ed

OPENING LIGHT

Pass
1™
1´
Rdble
2t
Dble2
Pass3
Pass
1
Exactly three hearts, 2 Extra values,
3
Content, as they used to say

West

but no support double in sight.
I’m not advocating Garbage
Stayman – just saying . . . Any
wrath should surely be heaped
on the head of North for their
amazingly daft 1™. I know highlevel tournament bridge is
different blah blah blah, but
really? Even 2t by North might
elicit a different auction . . . if
only they weren’t playing
inverted minor raises, eh?
The problem is not the system,
but the lousy lie of the cards. As
an old bridge friend of mine was
fond of saying: —— happens.
Kit Jackson

East
Pass
Dble

South
1NT
2t

What a useful card, the
Undouble (April 2019). Perfect
for those situations where your
partner has doubled under the
misapprehension that, because
you opened, you had a half
decent hand, little realising that
you had chosen that moment to
open ultra light and have no
defensive values whatsoever. This
can lead to somewhat tense
exchanges on the lines of ‘Why
did you double on the strength
of my hand’ – ‘Why did you open
with 9 points ?’ Undouble!
Jerry Emery
www.ebu.co.uk

FIRST MOVE

THE UNBID CARD

PROCEED WITH CARE

I was most interested to read in
your April magazine of the
proposed introduction of the
Undouble card. Hopefully this is
just the thin end of a wedge of
ways and means of immobilising
partner in critical situations.

I know all bridge players will
welcome the introduction of the
UnBid card. This exciting
innovation from the WBF will
allow any player to cancel
partner’s last bid without
penalty; opposition players will,
rightly, have to pause 5 - 10
seconds
before
bidding
continues in the normal manner.

I should just like to register my
deep
concern
over
the
introduction of the Undouble. I
recognise that there must be
innovation in our wonderful
game if we are to encourage and
maintain membership especially
amongst the younger brethren.
Surely, however, there must be
better ways rather than this
totally unsatisfactory and unreal
bid. I would suggest, for
instance, the introduction of the
8NT bid. This strikes me as a far
better way to add a level of
competition at the higher and
highest levels of our game. An
8NT doubled non-vulnerable
with just a few off is still better
than losing to 7NT vulnerable.

Just one technical query - does
the Undouble negate an
intervening redouble, or not?
John Elder
Oldbury Bridge Club
How nice to hear from you Mr
Elder. I remember you well. How
is your membership drive going,
using wireless headphones for your
burgeoning young players to listen
to loud music while they play? Ed

It is expected, however, that if
the original player repeats his bid
then the Director may be called
and will rule as to which bid
stands. The new card (colour
yellow) will appear at the same
time as the UnDouble card on
1st April next year.
Paul Quinn

QUICK DIVORCE

SUPPORT THE UNBID CARD

What a brilliant idea to
introduce Undouble cards. They
would certainly enliven a few
bridge sessions! However, I can
imagine they would provoke the
dissolution
of
many
a
partnership and precipitate a fair
number
of
divorces.
Nevertheless, it did get me
thinking: can anyone envisage a
scenario in which undouble
cards, as described, could
conceivably be viable?
Andrew Hamling

What a brilliant idea the
UnDouble is. Could I suggest
that the WBF be asked to
consider extending the system to
an UnBid card? This would
convert partner’s last bid into a
Pass. It would prove invaluable
when, for example, partner bids
a phantom sacrifice over a nonmaking contract. So perhaps the
opponents bid to 4™, clearly not
making and partner for some
reason bids 4´. When the
bidding comes round to me, I
Unbid the 4´ thus reverting the
contract to 4™. The Unbid would
silence partner for the rest of the
auction, which is what we are
trying to do in the first place, so
a win-win all round. It could also
be useful when partner bids 4NT
looking for a slam and we end up
going one off. With the Unbid we
could remove the 4NT and settle
in game.
Brian Dorey

I think it might save a few
marriages.
Ed

UNREDOUBLE TROUBLE
I was most interested to read
about the introduction of the
Undouble bidding card in the
April magazine. Surely it would
be logical to also consider the
introduction of an Unredouble
bidding card! Nigel Hopwood
www.ebu.co.uk

I would please ask the EBU to
reconsider and to press, at the
highest level, both the WBF and
the European Bridge League to
contemplate a similar level of
reconsideration.
L O Oflirpa
Thank you to all who wrote such
funny letters about the Undouble
of which I have published a
selection. Thank you, too, to Steve
Thomas from Taunton Bridge
Club who designed the artwork for
the card and the front cover, and
who I was unable to name at the
time for obvious reasons. Last,
thank you to Mr Bridge who
generously called to say he had
fallen for the ruse and had
commissioned an article about the
Undouble. The author in question
had gently suggested it might be
an April Fools. Mr Bridge – you
were not alone – I had several
emails asking whether it was ‘for
real’.
Ed
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Club Bidding Quiz

by Julian Pottage

Answers to Questions on Page 10

click
link

Hand 1
´ A53
™A
tAJ542
® K 10 8 3

W

N

E

S
1NT1

?
1

12-14

Hand 4
´ J 10 6 3
™ A K 10 9 8 5
t5
® Q 10

W

N

E
Pass

S
1NT1

?
1

12-14

Double. A penalty double of a weak 1NT opening

2™. Even though you are vulnerable and facing a

does not promise a balanced hand. It merely says
that you have a better hand than the opener has,
which is the case here. If you find a fair share of
points opposite, 1NT will fail more often than not.

passed hand, your good suit and good shape entitle
you to bid. The two-card disparity between the
length of your suits and the strength of the heart
suit makes it best just to show the hearts. 2™ will
play better than 2´ if partner is 3-2 in the majors
and may do facing 3-1 too.

Hand 2
´ 6432
™ K843
tK62
®93

W

N

E
2NT

S
Pass

?

3®. Holding 4-4 in the majors, it is well worth
looking for a possible fit whether you play ordinary
Stayman or some form of 5-card Stayman. A ruff in
your hand might gain your side more than one trick
because it could be an extra entry to lead up to
partner’s strength.

Hand 3
´ K52
™ K J 10 8
t874
®875

W
1™

N
1t
2t

E
Dble
Pass

S
Pass
Pass

Hand 5
´ QJ95
™ 10 4 3
t K 10 6 4 2
®4

W

N

2´
?

3®

E
1´
Pass

S
2®
Pass

3´. While you have only 6 HCP, the shape of the
hand makes it clear to compete further. Normally
you want to bid three over three if either side has a
nine-card fit. Here both sides could have a ninecard fit.
Hand 6
´ Q987654
™J
t 10 9 8
®A9

W
Pass
?
1

12-14,

N
1NT1
2™
2

E
Pass
Pass

S
2t2
Pass

transfer to hearts

?

2´. By passing on the previous round you have
2™. When you bid 1™, you did not promise any
strength. Knowing that the opponents surely have at
least eight diamonds between them and that at
worst your side has a decent 4-3 heart fit, you
should definitely compete at the two level.
62 English Bridge June 2019

shown a weak hand. Now that the opponents have
subsided in 2™, you can place partner with some
values. Although you might not buy the contract in
2´, if you can push your opponents to 3™, this
increases the chance of a plus score.
r
www.ebu.co.uk

Bridge Club Live

by Barrie Partridge

Take your partner by the hand

click
link

I

am sometimes asked, when talking about
Bridge Club Live, whether it is necessary to
arrange a partner. The answer is that some
players like to do so, and I play almost exclusively
with three friends now living in different parts of
England. Many others like to go into the club when
they feel like it and pick up partners as they go. We
also have a daily Individual Tourney of 18 boards,
playing three boards with each of six different
partners. These start at different set times each day,
and are very popular. I have observed that a number
of players partner more than 500 different players
in the course of a year.
Many players form regular partnerships within
the club. Indeed, a number of real life partnerships
have arisen through meeting in Bridge Club Live,
and even some marriages!
London’s Mike Tucker found himself in an
inferior contract on this recent deal from our main
MP Pairs room.

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer East.
´ K Q 10 9 5
™ K96
t A 10
® AK5
43
´ 62
N
Q53
™ J842
W
E
S
Q3
t J9542
QJ9632
® 74
´ AJ87
™ A 10 7
t K876
® 10 8

West
2®

North
3NT

East
South
Pass
1NT
All Pass

Twelve tricks in spades was looking very likely, so
Mike decided he needed to take 12 tricks to beat
those in 4´. At another table, a South, after being
propelled to 7NT by an optimistic partner, made all
thirteen tricks when East threw too many diamonds
way too soon.
www.ebu.co.uk

But Mike was playing against recent EBU General
manager, Barry Capal, in the West seat and an
equally strong player from the USA in the East seat
so wasn’t going to get many gifts.
Mike missed one opportunity when he took the
opening ®9 lead in dummy with the ®A, but he
crossed to hand with a spade to finesse the t10. East
took this and returned a passive club to the ®K.
Having rectified the count, declarer cashed the tA
and four more rounds of spades to reach this
position:
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

–
Q53
–
Q

–
K96
–
5
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

–
J8
95
–

–
A 10
K8
–

East had had to throw a heart to keep two
diamonds. Declarer now led a heart to his ™A and
cashed the tK. Now it was West’s turn to be
squeezed. He threw a heart to retain the ®Q, but
declarer threw the ®5. Declarer crossed to dummy’s
™K felling both the ™Q and ™J and enjoyed the ™9
as the last trick for a princely score of 58%. Indeed
the extra trick was worth just 17% on the board, but
it did get him a mention in English Bridge!

UK-based Bridge Club Live offers

D Fast, fun and friendly bridge.
D Drop-in Drop-out MP Pairs and social games
D Individual, Improvers and IMP Pairs
Tournaments and Teams events
D Full bidding and play records of every deal.
D System cards for partnerships
D Discussion forums and members’ reunions
D EBU Master Points
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Funbridge Competitions

by Christophe Grosset

Risk vs reward: the beauty of match-points
fter focusing on the new features and
enhancements brought to the app in 2018,
the Funbridge team is now presenting what
is seen as the first major new feature of 2019: the
new chat system. Log on now to discover its design
and features including, among other things, group
conversations that are just perfect to talk about
bridge (but not only) with your friends, members of
your club or your family!

A

Playing a strong NT, South showed a weak NT by
opening 1t and rebidding 1NT. North, wanting to
know if partner had spade support, used the 2®
checkback convention. South obliged with 2´.
North now had to decide whether to investigate
slam or not. With at most 31 HCP and an 8-card fit,
he decided not to. Part of the reason was to conceal
information from EW to gain overtricks at matchpoints.

Also, the Funbridge team has released a brandnew tool called Bid Decoder. It is an interactive tool
that will allow you to get the meaning of any bid,
whatever the previous bids are.
No more
misunderstandings with your partner thanks to this
online tool based on Funbridge AI. Click here to
try the bid decoder.

After receiving the t3 lead, let’s pause and
analyse the board:

This issue’s board was an interesting match-point
one from the March series. Remember that you can
compare yourself with the best players using the
Face the Elites mode.
´
™
t
®

AKQ96
J
Q96
A J 10 3
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

J 10 5
Q986
AKJ8
95

E/W Game. Dealer South. Matchpoints
West
North East
South
1t
Pass
1´
Pass
1NT
Pass
2®1
Pass
2´
Pass
4´
All Pass
1
Checkback
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D The North hand (the one with long trumps) has
one heart loser and two club losers;
D The South hand can provide one discard on the
4th diamond;
D There is also the potential to ruff one or two
clubs in dummy (South).
Given all this information, what is your plan?
The obvious plan that first comes to mind is to
remove trumps, cash four diamonds discarding the
losing heart from hand and give up two clubs (you
don’t have the spots or the entries to try playing the
clubs for one loser at this point). This line of play
will always make 11 tricks when trumps break 3-2;
if trumps are 4-1, you won’t have the tempo to
establish the 4th club but could decide to revert to
the double finesse in clubs giving up one club and
one heart.
At the table, I decided to take another line by
playing a small club to the jack at trick 2. My
thoughts were:
D If they take the club and cash a heart, I will just
ruff a club and discard the other one on the 4th
diamond and I’ll be back to 11 tricks;
D If they take the club and don’t cash the ace of
hearts, I will have a real chance for 12 tricks (and
a very good score) by ruffing two clubs and
discarding my heart loser on the 4th diamond
later;
www.ebu.co.uk

D The danger of taking this line is if you only make
10 tricks, when there is a potential ruff, in
diamonds for example.

when there is both a singleton diamond and a
misdefence, I am still in a winning situation. Would
you have taken the risk? Here is the full deal:

D Which is more likely? Making 12 tricks or 10
tricks? Is the risk worth the reward? This is often
the question one needs to ask when trying for
overtricks at match-points. I decided yes, even
though it’s impossible to put percentages on the
chances of the opponent not taking the winning
action.

´
™
t
®

At the table, East won the queen of clubs and
played … a club back! I had my 12 tricks in the bag.
Funnily enough, East had a singleton diamond, so
had he played a heart back I would have made only
10 tricks. He just had to guess which ace his partner
had. I now realised that my analysis was incorrect,
the odds were even better than I thought, as in,

Love All. Dealer West.
´ AKQ96
™ J
t Q96
® A J 10 3
73
´ 842
N
A7
™ K 10 5 4 3 2
W
E
S
10 7 5 4 2
t 3
K874
® Q62
´ J 10 5
™ Q986
t AKJ8
® 95
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Bowyer’s Suit Combination Challenge from p8
North
2®
3NT

´
™
t
®

South
1™
2NT

A62
J4
J63
A 10 5 4 2

North
2®
3NT

South
1™
2NT

´
™
t
®

A62
J4
J63
A 10 5 4 2

N
W

Hand 1: South
plays in 3NT
West leads the ´J

N
E

S

´
™
t
®

Q8
AK53
A752
K63

You play low from the table at trick one, allowing
East to score the ´K. East returns a spade.

Preliminary Analysis:
1. How many top tricks are there?
2. How many club tricks do you need?
3. What is the best line of play?

ANSWER
1.You have seven top tricks (to wit: two spades, two
hearts, one diamond and two clubs)
2. You need to make four club tricks to swell the
coffers to nine.
3. To develop the clubs to best advantage you should
cash the ®K first and play low to the ten. Should
West play an honour on the second round you
should duck it.
It works just as well to duck the first round of clubs,
although cashing the king first gives West the
chance to misdefend by splitting his honours
should he have started with ®Q J x x.
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

J 10 9 5 3
976
Q 10
Q97

A62
J4
J63
A 10 5 4 2
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®
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Q8
AK53
A752
K63

´
™
t
®

K74
Q 10 8 2
K984
J8

Hand 2: South
plays in 3NT
West leads the ´J

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

Q8
AK53
A752
K63

You play low from the table at trick one, allowing
East to score the ´K. East returns a spade. On taking
the ´Q you cash the ®K on which East plays the
jack. What do you do next?

Preliminary Analysis:
1. How many top tricks are there?
2. How many club tricks do you need?
3. What is the best line of play?

ANSWER
1. You have seven top tricks (to wit: two spades, two
hearts, one diamond and two clubs)
2. You need to make four club tricks to swell the
coffers to nine.
3. Unless East is a sadist who has played the ®J
from ®Q J 9 x you can guarantee your contract by
ducking the second round of clubs.
On this layout West takes the ®8 but is powerless to
do anything at trick five. On regaining the lead you
can take the marked finesse of the ®10, cash out the
black winners in dummy (don’t forget the isolated
´A!) and have nine winners.
True, by taking this line of play you may lose an
unnecessary
´ A62
trick should
™ J4
East hold
t J63
®QJ
® A 10 5 4 2
´ J 10 9 5 3
´ K74
doubleton,
N
™ 97
™ Q 10 8 6 2
but that is a
W
E
t Q 10
t K984
S
small price
® Q987
® J
to play for
´ Q8
guaranteeing
™ AK53
the success of
t A752
your
® K63
contract.
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Rosen’s quiz on the Helvic Wriggle from page 18
QUESTIONS
Assuming you are now playing our wriggle – what should you bid next on the following auction?
W
1NT

1
´
™
t
®

4
´
™
t
®

East
K76
K76
K85
Q642
East
65
Q876
Q932
642

N
Dble

2
´
™
t
®

5
´
™
t
®

E
?

W
N
1NT
Dble
RedbleA Pass
?

S

3

East
Q8654
54
9653
J8

´
™
t
®

East
54
54
96
KQ96532

´
™
t
®

6

East
Q965
52
Q853
754
East
65
J7652
Q853
75

7
´
™
t
®

West
KJ76
A864
Q8
K76

8
´
™
t
®

E
PassA
2®A

West
KJ76
A97
Q532
K5

S
Pass
Pass

9
´
™
t
®

West
KJ32
A52
Q85
K54

ANSWERS
1 Pass. In contrast to classical methods where we
would announce the strength via a natural
redouble, here we can use the system. We start
with a pass which should be alerted by partner as
it is forcing and compels them to redouble if the
bidding goes round to them. If that should
happen we would then pass again and play in
1NT redoubled – very exciting!.

2 Redble. We should treat this as a single suiter in
my opinion. We redouble to show we have a 5card suit to play in. Partner is mandated to
remove to 2® in case that is our suit (alerted),
then we correct to 2´.

c) Pass. This is a terrible hand without any
methods. Here we should pass forcing partner to
redouble, then remove to 2t (alerted) to show a
non-touching 2-suiter (diamonds and spades).
Partner will give preference by passing or
bidding 2´.

4 2t. With a touching two suiter we bid
immediately. Here 2t (alerted) shows diamonds
and hearts. We always bid the lower of the
touching two-suiter to give partner room to
choose economically.

5 3®. A variation now! We could redouble to
show a 5-card escape suit somewhere – but this
www.ebu.co.uk

is pretty feeble with this hand. Much better is to
understand that whatever system you adopt, be it
Classical or Wriggle, a jump to the 3-level after a
penalty double should be natural and preemptive rather than strong! You will be waiting
till the next century for a suitable hand
otherwise!

6 2t. This is much closer. We might well show it
as hearts, via a redouble then bidding hearts, but
as the hearts are so weak I would probably show
a diamond/heart two-suiter, showing it as 4-4 by
bidding 2t directly as the lower suit of a
touching two-suiter. Either option is sensible to
tell you the truth.

7 2™. Partner has shown clubs and hearts, so this is
clear.

8 2™. This is also clear, though not such an ideal
hand or fit as the last example.

9 Pass. This is more complex – you should
probably pass before they double again and hope
to give them a chance to bid something rather
than double you. There is no right answer to a
problem like this – your experience will grow as
you start to use the system – give it a try and see.
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Michael’s Interference Quiz, from p16

P

ANSWERS

artner opens 1t and the next hand overcalls
1NT – what would you bid now?

´
™
t
®

Hand 1) 2® – although you have a nice suit to lead

Hand 1
764
8
J43
KQJ843

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
82
93
Q854
KJ732

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
Q 10 8 5 3
KJ
54
Q853

against 1NT it is too likely that the opponents are
about to play in hearts (partner won’t have five,
remember, so their side has at least eight between
them, if not nine). Show your club suit and invite
partner to the party, a partial fit with his suit is
useful as well.

Hand 2) 3t – pre-emptive. You have fair playing

´
™
t
®

Hand 4
KQJ94
4
65
10 7 6 4 3

´
™
t
®

Hand 5
AKQJ97
A2
J54
63

strength and it is vital to make it hard for the
opponents to find their major suit fit.

Hand 3) Pass – too balanced with soft defensive
values.

Hand 4) 2´ – you’d like a 6-card suit but you don’t
have one. The trouble with passing is the
opponents can find their heart fit and if 1NT is
passed out your fine playing strength hand won’t
be worth as much.

Hand 5)Dble – the points don’t add up here and
your right hand opponent is clearly messing
around. The problem with bidding 4´ is that you
might miss a slam. First smoke out the psychic
bid with a penalty double and then jump in
spades and invite partner to higher things.
r
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YOUNG BRIDGE CHALLENGE, from page 58

Loughborough Grammar School win the Schools Cup

Jamie Fegarty, Jasmine Bakhshi, Henry Rose and Liam
Fegarty took home the Harry Scully Trophy

Haberdasher’s A Team win the Schools Plate

Mixed age ranges enjoy the tournament

www.ebu.co.uk
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BLAST FROM THE PAST –

June 1947

by J H C Marx in 1947 & Richard Fleet in 2019

T

he quiz was again set by Jack Marx and was
predicated on rubber bridge. However, none
of the problems involved situations where
one side or other had a part-score so the bidding
strategy was much the same as in a team event.

1

2

North deals at the score Game All. He opens
1´ and, with silent opposition, his partner
replies 2™. What next?
´
™
t
®

North deals at the score Love All. With silent
opposition, what should his next bid be?
´
™
t
®

42
–
K Q J 10 8
A K Q 10 6 4

North
1®
2t

South
1™
3t

4® – 12 points, 5t – 6 points. There could
scarcely be a more tantalising hand. Enormously
powerful with its ten playing tricks, it can inspire its
owner with only very qualified optimism. Though
South’s hand can only be moderate, he probably
holds the tA making game a certainty. It seems too
much to hope he holds the ´A as well, but it can do
no harm to make an attempt to find out. If he does
hold it, his hearts must be poor, but that does not
matter to North. 4® is a bid which can do no harm.
With diamonds as the agreed suit South cannot pass
it; the least he can do is to bid 4t or 5®. But if he
does hold two aces he may be induced to show one
of them, and it might after all be the right one.
Nowadays, it would be common to regard the 2t
rebid as forcing for one round and many
partnerships would have the agreement that the
raise to 3t was also forcing. In 1947, however, both
2t and 3t could be freely passed.
Having said this, North has a good hand though
the heart void is an unpromising feature. Marx
opined that North probably had the tA though
there is no particular reason to expect this: a hand
such as ´7653 ™AQJ4 t9754 ®J would certainly
respond 1™ and raise 2t to 3t.
I agree with Marx that the best bid is 4®.
However, if all partner could do was to bid 4t, I
would be inclined to pass.
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A Q 10 9 6 5 2
32
A
976

North
1´
?

South
2™

2´ – 10 points, 3´ – 2 points. It is a common
failing to become too enthusiastic over a hand with
extreme length in one suit and little besides. 2´ does
not quite do justice to the playing values of the
hand, but with so little to fall back upon if the hand
should be a misfit, North should not take the risk of
bidding more at this stage.
I find it interesting that Marx even considers the
possibility of a 3´ rebid. Most players in 2019
would regard this as forcing to game (indeed, some
of the more avant garde consider that the 2™
response sets up a game force) and this would, in
my view, be a significant overbid. I regard 2´ as
clear.

3

North deals at Game All. He opens 1´ and
East passes. What should South reply with
each of these hands?

A

B
´
™
t
®

J 10 6
KQ865
63
J54

´
™
t
®

C
J 10 6
KQ8654
3
J54

´
™
t
®

J 10 6 2
KQ865
63
J5

A. 2´ - 8 points. There can be no game if North
cannot bid again to his minimum response and 2´
should be at least a tolerable contract if he does not
do so. 2™, it is true, might be a better one, but South
cannot stay there if he bids it, and may well land in
a worse one after doing so.
I agree that hand A is a clear raise to 2´.
Cont/. . .
www.ebu.co.uk

B. 2™ - 8 points, 2´ – 2 points. This hand, because
of the 6-card suit, is richer in playing tricks than A,
and the suit which causes it to be so should not
therefore be suppressed. The weak high card
strength, however, does give some justification for a
simple raise in spades.
I think that B is more difficult: my inclination
would be to bid a simple 2´, with the possibility of
competing in hearts should the opponents bid. It
seems to me that a 2™ response is a bit of a trap bid.
If partner makes the likely rebid of 2´, South has
the choice of either passing having suppressed his
spade support or raising to 3´, which seems
somewhat of an overbid.

C. 2™ - 8 points, 2´ – 4 points. This hand also
contains better playing values than A, but they are
less dependent on the heart suit than in B. 2´ is
perhaps just a shade too weak as a response, and the
hearts should be shown as a means of marking
time.
I disagree also with the suggested 2™ response
with hand C. This hand should make up its mind
what it is worth in support of spades and raise to the
appropriate level, my choice being 3´.

4

North deals at Game All. South’s hand is
below. What should South bid next in the
following auction?
´
™
t
®

A 10 9 7 6 5 3
J5
43
J9

North
1®
3®
3NT

South
1´
3´
?

Pass - 12 points. It must be clear by this time to
South that North has no support for spades and
may even have a void in the suit. 3NT, with the aid
of the evidently powerful clubs may well be the only
makeable game for the hand.
A clear pass in my view. The 3´ rebid was nonforcing at the time whereas most would now regard
it as forcing. If you haven’t agreed with your regular
partner whether it is forcing or not, you should do:
on one occasion well over thirty years ago, an
international pair under my captaincy achieved a
ridiculous result when one thought that 3´ was
forcing while the other did not share her partner’s
opinion!
www.ebu.co.uk

5

South’s hand is below. What should South bid
next in the following auction?
´
™
t
®

K4
10 4
AKJ97
Q 10 5 4

N/S Game. Dealer North.
W
N
E
S
1™
1´
2t
Pass
3®
Pass
?

3´ – 12 points, 5®/6® – 4 points. It will be
noticed that East’s bid has made no difference to the
level at which North and South have had to bid. It
can be assumed therefore that North would have
bid 3®, a one round force, even if East had
remained silent, and he must accordingly be
credited with a powerful hand. South is not justified
in bidding the small slam immediately, as North’s
power may be largely distributional. The least he
can bid, however, is 5®, but this may close the
bidding, if North holds no spade control. He should
therefore signal his own control at once, even
though it is only a secondary one. As he has told a
white lie about his spade holding, he must proceed
thereafter with circumspection and leave final
decisions to partner.
Marx doesn’t mention the possibility of 3NT as a
final contract which slightly surprises me. It may
not be terribly likely, but it is surely possible that
partner has a hand such as:
´Q6 ™KJ975 tQ3 ®AKJ8.
In my view, the best course is to bid 4®, which
would have been impossible in 1947 since it was
non-forcing. This leaves open the option to partner
of supporting diamonds or suggesting 4™ as a
contract. Another option is false preference to 3™,
again not a possibility for Marx since it could be
passed.
Marx makes an interesting comment about 3´,
describing it as a white lie. This is because a 3´ bid
would have been expected to deliver first-round
spade control: it was a couple of years later that
Norman Squire wrote an article about the
‘Directional Asking Bid’ and alerted bridge players
at large to the idea of bidding the opposing suit
simply as a method of extracting further
information from partner.
Cont/. . .
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6

What should West open with the hand below:

´
™
t
®

AJ83
K Q 10 7
K 10 6 4 2
–

1™ – 10 points, 1´ – 5 points. An exception has to
be made here to the rule on bidding the longest suit
first. If West opens with 1t, he will be faced, in the
event of a 2® response, with the unpleasant choice
between rebidding the poor diamond suit,
suppressing both majors, and making a reverse bid
on quite inadequate values. There is no perfect way
of bidding this hand. The best that can be done is to
open with 1™ and follow with 2t over 2®. There is
unlikely to be time to bid all three suits, and this
sequence will not prevent partner from himself
bidding spades, if he holds four of them. The
alternative is to open with 1´ and take one’s choice
between hearts and diamonds later. There are
obvious objections to bidding two gappy 4-card
majors, and an opening of 1´ may result in hearts
never being shown at all. The heart opening has the
advantage of permitting partner to bid a shaded
spade suit at the level of one.
In the 1940s and 1950s, great stress was laid on
the necessity of preparedness in the auction and
Marx’s suggested 1™ opening is an example of this.
In my view, the dangers of opening 1t with this
hand can be exaggerated: yes, if partner bids 2®,
there is no sensible alternative to a 2t rebid and this
is unattractive. But what is so great about opening
1™ and rebidding 2t over 2®? It is far from
unlikely that partner’s next bid will be 2™, and this
might easily be false preference with a hand such as
´762 ™J3 tQ83 ®AQ954.

in clubs in an odds against chance and should not
be tried if better methods are available. Holding up
the tA until the third round will succeed if South
held six of the suit, but his lead of the 4 suggests that
he does not. Clearly, if North holds the guarded ®K,
the contract will almost certainly fail. It must
therefore be assumed that he does not hold it. One
very good plan for East is to win the first trick, and
to play a small club at the second, finessing the
queen if South plays small and allowing him to hold
the trick if he plays the king. If the queen finesse
holds, East should return to his hand with a spade
and play a second club: if South plays small the ace
should be played, and South will then be compelled
to win the third round of the suit; if South plays the
king, he is allowed to hold the trick.
Another and better plan is to win the second trick
with the ®A, return to the East hand with a spade,
play a small club and, if South still plays small, go up
with the queen. This provides against North
winning with the singleton ®K. The one objection
to this second method is the risk of incurring a
greater penalty, should the contract prove
impossible. Full 20-point credit is given to those
competitors who opted for the second method and
10 points for those who chose the first.
I really dislike play problems with no auction
given! There are inferences galore both from the
opponents’ silence over our bids and from the plays
which they make in the light of our bidding.
In this case, it doesn’t seem to make much
difference. Assuming that one can trust the opening
lead sufficiently (i.e. that the diamonds are probably
not 6-3), Marx’s plan of winning trick one and
playing a club to the ace at trick two is sound. Of
course, if South plays the ®K to trick two, declarer
should duck.
I seem to have taken issue with Marx on a
number of points this month. Times change! r

7

East, below, is playing in 3NT with N/S silent
during the bidding. South leads the t4 and
North plays the tK. How should East plan the

play?

´
™
t
®

87
AJ98
3
A Q 10 8 7 5

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AK964
10 4 3
AJ6
43

The problem is obviously to prevent North getting
in to lead through the diamonds. The double finesse
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