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From the Chairman

by Jeremy Dhondy

Steering the EBU

click
link

TODAY IS ONLY YESTERDAY’S TOMORROW
As the end of my Chairmanship approaches I am
getting nostalgic. A lot of things have changed. The
basic game is much the same but there have been
advances or perhaps just changes according to your
point of view. You may recall bidding aloud before
the advent of the bidding box. Bidding itself has
changed. On how many system cards these days do
you see Fruit Machine Swiss or Ripstra or penalty
doubles of 3-level openings? The laws themselves are
different. An established revoke in 1946 would have
cost you four tricks.

IT’S THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT
Of course, smoking at the table or even in the
venue is something we don’t do at all now. Before
the law changed, I recall going to a tournament in
the Netherlands which had a period of nonsmoking in the middle of a session. To smoke you
had to have the agreement of the opponents. The
look on an opponent’s face when he produced a
cigar and said ‘You do not mind if I smoke’ only for
my partner to say ‘I’m afraid I do mind’ was well
worth seeing. Bidding boxes had a ‘no smoking’
card and very occasionally you find one nestling in
the box today giving a feel of days gone by.

YESTERDAY
Newspapers traditionally portray people playing
bridge as a couple in plus fours with a couple with
feathers in their hats all sipping G&Ts. At the
Summer Meeting it was the done thing to wear
evening dress for the Saturday and Sunday evening
sessions. We didn’t all rush for the door at 7pm on
a Sunday then! One paper featured a story about a
retired major who organised a Welsh Congress
ejecting two (English) players for ‘inappropriate’
www.ebu.co.uk

dress. Even if that happened in 2019 I couldn’t see it
getting a feature in a Sunday paper.
How about sending in your master point
certificates by post? One player on the cusp of
becoming a Grand Master was so fearful that his
points would be lost he drove halfway across the
country to deliver them to Aylesbury by hand. You
filled in cards for master points at congresses with
all sorts of detail. I played with someone who
thought it amusing to put ‘Station Master’ for his
rank. The master point secretary came up to him,
sighed and said, ‘Bill, the joke is wearing a bit thin’.

VIDEO KILLED THE RADIO STAR
Technology has played its part. We tend to leave at
the end of a session, travel home and expect the
scores to be available when we get there. If the
function is switched on then you can see your
provisional score before you leave the table. The
days of waiting behind or even until next week are
gone for most. Worse still the details tell us that we
failed to make enough tricks on several boards and
while we can’t all drop singleton queens offside it is
sobering to realise how much better we could have
done by reasonable play. Those of us who have
programs like Deep Finesse can easily see how
partner could have done better. Those who teach
bridge can rustle up 20 hands on negative doubles
in the time it takes to say Sputnik.

DIARY CHANGES
With this magazine comes the diary for all
qualifying members. If there are any changes during
the year you will be able to find them at
www.ebu.co.uk/diary-changes. The government has
sprung one surprise since the diary went to press.
The Bank Holiday at the start of May has moved
from Monday May 4th to Friday May 8th which is
the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.
r
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ACOLytes - Know the Basics

by Sarah Bell

Take-out Doubles

click
link

W

e have now covered all of the common
opening bids and discussed how you
should approach the auction if partner
has opened. Opponents, however, are not always
kind enough to allow you to open the bidding, so it
is important to know how you can get into the
auction when they bid in front of you. Competitive
auctions are particularly tough as it can be difficult
to know where the balance of power lies, although
they often enable a thoughtful bidder to diagnose
the approximate shape of the hand.
There are two ways that you can get into the
auction when opponents have opened: you can
overcall or you can make a take-out double. It is the
latter that we will discuss today.
A take-out double is a double that says ‘please
take them out of this contract, partner’. You can
make a take-out double when either of your
opponents has opened in a suit (this includes preempts). You can still make a take-out double if your
left hand opponent (LHO) has opened and your
RHO has responded but today we are only going to
discuss auctions where opponents have bid one suit.
A take-out double does not express doubt about
the opponents’ ability to make their contract (after
all how often does RHO open 1™ and you look at
your hand and think ‘there’s no way they are
making this!’?); it tells partner that you have
opening values with a suitable shape and would like
them to bid. In order to make a take-out double you
must be able to cope with any suit that your partner
chooses, so you should have some support for each
of the unbid suits, and shortage in opener’s suit. I
was always taught that I should have at least three
cards in each unbid suit and at most two in
opener’s, although I will confess to bending this on
occasion. If your shape is very good – a singleton in
the opponents’ suit – or you are in the pass-out seat
(1™–Pass–Pass–?) you can double on a slightly
weaker-than-opening hand.
6
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To summarise, a take-out double shows:
D Opening or near-opening strength
D Shortage in opener’s suit
D At least three card support for each unbid suit.
Imagine that your RHO opens 1™. Which of the
following are suitable hands for a take-out double?

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
A 10 7 5
6
KQ84
AJ65

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
K7
96
A J 10 9 5
KQJ3

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
Q J 10
A 10 7
AQJ2
K43

´
™
t
®

Hand 4
KQJ92
4
QJ3
A752

´
™
t
®

Hand 5
KQ76
62
QJ86
AQ3

´
™
t
®

Hand 6
QJ83
J
AQJ
K8632

I would make a take-out double on hands 1, 5
and 6, which fit the criteria above. Hand 2 only has
two spades, so you will be a bit stuffed if partner
bids them. On Hand 2 I would overcall 2t (we will
look at overcalls in the future). Hand 3 does not
have a heart shortage. It is a strong hand and you
can support the other suits but its shape makes it
more suitable for a 1NT overcall (15-17 HCP) than
a double. Hand 4 is a trickier one. I would almost
always bid a five card major when I hold one, and
this hand has a great spade suit, so it’s a clear 1´
overcall. However, if the spades and the clubs were
swapped, a double would be normal.

GETTING A BIT ADVANCED!
Let’s examine this last statement a little further.
When you make a take-out double there is usually
some emphasis on the unbid major(s). There are a
few reasons why this is important:
D The game you are most likely to make is 4™/´.
This is easier than 5®/t and it is relatively
www.ebu.co.uk

unlikely that your partnership has the 26 points
and a stop in the opponent’s suit in order to play
in 3NT.
D If the auction turns out to be a battle for the partscore, you can compete more effectively in a
major than a minor, as it is more likely that your
suit outranks the opponents’ suit. This means
that it’s more important to find your major fit, if
you have one, than your minor fit. For these
reasons, responder is likely to show a four card
major with either equal length in a minor or even
with a longer minor. If you routinely double with
a doubleton in an unbid major you will make
your partner play in a lot of 4-2 fits. This will not
make you popular.
In a perfect world you would have four cards in
every unbid major when making a take-out double.
In practice this is simply not always possible and
there are lots of hands that you need to act on that
have only three cards. I often bend the rules a little
when making take-out doubles because I like to be
in the auction, but I never do this with a doubleton
in an unbid major: I feel strongly that it is a losing
bridge strategy unless you have a very strong hand,
say 18+ points.
r
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Basic Cardplay
First Trick Crisis

click
link

T

his article focuses on the play to the first
trick, in the suit led by the opponents. A
surprising number of errors are made here –
perhaps these musings will eradicate some of them.
You are at the wheel in 3NT. West fishes out a low
spade lead and this is what you can see:

South plays in
3NT. West leads
the ´4.

´
™
t
®

Q6
J83
A K 10 6
K762

South plays 3NT. West leads the ´4
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

K 10 8 4 2
A964
94
J3

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

N
W

Q6
J83
A K 10 6
K762
´
™
t
®

J97
K 10 5 2
75
Q 10 8 4

A53
Q7
QJ832
A95

E
S

´
™
t
®

A53
Q7
QJ832
A95

A necessary Count and Plan at the beginning of
the hand reveals that you have one spade, five
diamonds and two clubs on top. You can forget
about setting up a heart trick or a long club – by the
time you had done that East-West would have far
too many winners in the bank.
You have to hope to make two spade tricks, and
that can only happen if West has underled the ´K.
Not so unlikely, so you call for dummy’s queen. If it
wins you chalk up your game. If East produces the
king you may as well shrug your shoulders and give
up for it is unlikely (not impossible, mind) that the
contract has much chance. Here’s the full deal:

Bridgepad Wireless Scoring System consisting
of 20 well-worn but working Bridgepad Terminals
and a Bridgepad Wireless Server complete with
USB cable. Price £300 + £14.75 P&P or free
collection. See http://bridgepadrf.com/page2.php.
Thorpe Bay BC, dennis.wilson1@hotmail.co.uk
8
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Flushed with success, you then declare 3NT a few
hands later with this collection:

South plays in
3NT. West leads
the ´4.

´
™
t
®

Q6
J83
A K 10 6
K762
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A 10 3
Q7
QJ832
A95

A clear case of déjà vu, no? Well, no, in point of
fact. What card do you play from dummy? This
hand, with its eight top tricks, may look identical to
the previous one but it is not. Here, it is a 50-50 shot
to play the queen from the dummy, but it is a 100%
shot to play low!
If you work it out you should be able to see that
you are guaranteed two spade tricks by playing low
from dummy, regardless of the location of the ´J
and the ´K. If East produces the jack you have two
www.ebu.co.uk

slow spade winners; if he plays low or hops up with
the king you have two fast winners; either way the
route to nine tricks is clear. Here’s the full deal:
South plays 3NT. West leads the ´4
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

J9842
A964
94
J3

Q6
J83
A K 10 6
K762
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

K75
K 10 5 2
75
Q 10 8 4

A 10 3
Q7
QJ832
A95

Should you call for the queen from dummy at
trick one you would find that your ninth trick had
evaporated.

Have you got it?
Paul’s quiz this month has a few
examples to keep you entertained.
See online, p67

www.ebu.co.uk
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I

n each of the following hands you are sitting
South. You are playing in a teams match with
IMPs scoring. You should make a plan to give
yourself the best chance of making your contract,
even if that means giving up on the possibility of
making overtricks.
´
™
t
®

Hand 1
9754
KJ5
K83
984

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
95
84
K76
AK9754

N
W

N
E

W

S

´
™
t
®

10
A Q 10 8 2
A75
AK62

You are in 4™. West
leads the tJ. Plan
your play.

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
J965
K5
87
AQJ43

´
™
t
®

A72
AQJ2
A943
62

You are in 3NT.
West made a 1´
overcall, and
leads the ´K.
Plan your play.
´
™
t
®

Hand 4
AJ4
J5
KQ873
K62

N
W

Hand 1
´ AQ5
™J85
tJ63
®J754

Hand 2
´ KJ7532
™ A7
tA
®KJ32

Hand 3
´ Q 10 3
™AQJ8
t J 10 3
®KQ3

Hand 4
´ A 10 2
™83
tA9753
® Q95

W

N

E
1t

S
Pass

N

E
2™1

S
Pass

W
1™
Pass
?

N
Pass
2´

E
2™
Pass

S
Dble
Pass

W

N

2t
?

Pass

E
1™
2´

S
Pass
Pass

W

N

E
1NT1

S
Pass

N

E
1®

S
3t

?

W
?
1

Weak

N
E

W

S

´
™
t
®

E
S

ON EACH of the following problems, you are
West. What should you bid with each hand on
the given auction at pairs, Game All?

A Q 10 7 4 3
Q7
92
K75

You are in 4´. East
passed as dealer. West
leads the t5, and
East wins the tK,
cashes the tA, then
switches to the ™J.
Plan your play.

E
S

´
™
t
®

K 10 6
A9
A J 10 6 2
AQ9

You are in 6t. West
leads the ®J.
Plan your play.

David Bakhshi gives the
answers on page 30
10 English Bridge August 2019

Hand 5
´ QJ952
™ K 10 5 4 3
t64
®4

Hand 6
´ AJ32
™4
t A K 10 5 3
® 10 9 8

?
1

12-14

W
?

Julian Pottage gives the answers
on page 62
www.ebu.co.uk

Bridge Fiction

by David Bird

The Inappropriate Question
t was a hot evening and the windows of the
school cardroom had been opened to their full
extent to allow a breeze to enter. The sixth
round saw Hutson and Phillips taking their seats
against the Matron and Stefan Götel.

I

Stefan Götel made no response, planning the play
of the hand. How could he do that if the Matron
insisted on chatting about the auction?

The Matron nodded her approval as she surveyed
John Hutson. ‘You look very smart,’ she said. ‘So
much better than when you put that silly grease on
your hair.’

‘Ace, please,’ said Götel. ‘And the nine of
diamonds.’

Looking somewhat embarrassed, Hutson
withdrew his cards from the board. He would look
very different in a week’s time, when the school
summer holidays began. How tedious it was to have
people of pensionable age telling you what to wear
and how to look.
This was the deal before them:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer South.
´ K753
™ A962
t9
®K653
62
´ 10 8 4
N
J 10 5
™ Q873
W
E
AQ543
t 62
S
J94
® Q 10 8 2
´ AQJ9
™ K4
t K J 10 8 7
®A7

West
John
Hutson

North
The
Matron

East
Neil
Phillips

Pass
Pass
All Pass

1™
4´

Pass
Pass

South
Stefan
Götel
1t
1´
6´

Hutson led the ™J and down went the dummy. ‘I
used to bid just 3´ on this type of hand,’ observed
the Matron. ‘But there are only seven losers on the
Ron Klinger losing trick count. 7+7 is 14. Take that
away from 18 and the answer is 4´.’
12 English Bridge August 2019

‘Would you have preferred a 3´ rebid, Stefan?’
continued the Matron.

When East played low on this trick, Götel was
inclined to place the tA with West. Yes, it was surely
right to finesse East for the tQ, running the nine.
Without apparent thought, John Hutson won the
trick with the tA.
The German master was happy to see this card.
With the tQ marked in the East hand, no overruff
in diamonds would be possible. It should be easy to
set up the diamond suit and make the slam. He won
the heart continuation and drew two rounds of
trumps with the ace and queen, all following. When
he cashed the tK and led the tJ, the t4 appeared
on his left. ‘Ruff with the ´7, please,’ he said.
Götel’s mouth fell open when Neil Phillips
overruffed with the ´10, putting the slam one
down. ‘You don’t have the queen of diamonds?’ he
queried.
Phillips looked through his remaining cards. ‘I
don’t think so, Sir,’ he replied.
After her accurate application of the Losing Trick
Count, the Matron had expected the slam to be
made. ‘Did you realise there was still a trump out,
partner?’ she demanded.
‘Yes, of course,’ Götel replied. ‘Young Hutson
defended very well against me. He won the t9 with
the ace when he held the ace-queen.’
The Matron looked puzzled. Why should anyone
want to do that? She reached for the score-sheet.
‘Everyone else made twelve tricks,’ she reported,
shaking her head. ‘It’s usually safer to draw trumps
first.’
Later in the session, four masters contested this
board:
www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer West.
´ 6532
™ A 10 5 2
tQ3
®A83
4
´ 9
N
KQJ943
™ 86
W
E
10 9 6
t J87542
S
10 7 6
® KQ42
´ A K Q J 10 8 7
™7
tAK
®J95

West
The
Headmaster
2™
Pass

North
Percy
Cutforth
Pass
6´

East
Reverend
Benson
Pass
All Pass

The Reverend Benson closed his eyes, trying to
work out what the club position had been. Where
were the 9 and 10 of the suit? ‘What did you have in
clubs, partner?’ he asked.
The Headmaster pretended not to hear,
beckoning for the next board to be brought into
position. Perhaps it would have worked better to
rise with the ®10, not that anyone would have
thought of it. Mind you, Benson hadn’t produced a
brilliant defence in living memory. Why he should
think it appropriate to query his partner’s defensive
efforts . . . well, it was hard to say.
r

South
Bertie
Bellis
4´

The Headmaster opened a vulnerable weak 2™,
which was very light by his standards. He was not
overjoyed when the two members of his staff cast
this bold effort aside, reaching 6´ a few seconds
later.
Bertie Bellis won the ™K lead in dummy and
ruffed a heart in his hand, removing East’s holding
in the suit. The ace of trumps, followed by the two
top diamonds, left these cards in play:
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

–
QJ94
10
10 7 6

653
10 5
–
A83
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

–
–
J875
KQ42

K Q J 10 8
–
–
J95

Bertie Bellis led the ®5, the ®6 appearing on his
left. ‘Play the eight,’ he said. The Reverend Benson
won with the king, attempting a mild deception,
and returned the ®2. Knowing that West held the
®10, Bellis rose with the ®J and claimed the slam.
‘That looked good, Bertie,’ said Percy Cutforth.
‘Well done.’
www.ebu.co.uk
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Traps for the unwary

by
Byrne
Michael Byrne
by Michael

Coping with Interference - Part 4

click
link

O

ne of the dangers with picking up your
hand and deciding what you are going to
do if the opponents pass is that, when the
opponents don’t pass, it can be hard to adjust your
next bid. Today we are going to concentrate on what
to do when faced with an opposing take-out double.
The most important change to make to your plan
is that when you are raising partner you should aim
to stretch the bidding up one level and make it
harder for the opponents to compete. This is most
commonly seen when you are raising partner’s
major, which is why all of our examples feature
partner opening 1™. The same scheme works in
theory after a minor suit opening, but it is simply
less frequent, since you often introduce a major suit
when partner has opened 1® or 1t, even with a fit.
Let us imagine partner opens 1™ and the next
hand doubles; What do you say on each of these
example hands?

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
63
Q975
K7532
74
Hand 4
A43
KJ76
Q932
54

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
8
J64
8732
Q9632

´
™
t
®

Hand 5
KJ8
52
KJ73
K865

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
9
J 10 9 8 4
K7532
52

´
™
t
®

Hand 6
10 7 4 3
65
Q65
KJ93

Hands 1-4 all have various degrees of support and
should show it straight away, stretching the bidding
up to make it hard for the opponents.

Hand 1 has the perfect hand to raise from 1™ to 2™
without the double, so after the double it
stretches the bidding up to 3™. Broadly speaking
this shows the strength for a single raise (5-9) and
four card support, along with enough shape to
keep you out of trouble. Partner should think
14 English Bridge August 2019

carefully about going on to game (for example, a
flat hand of 15-16 would open 1™ and raise a
limit raise of 3™ to 4™, it should be passing a preemptive raise such as this one).

Hand 2 has a load of rubbish and too few points to
respond . . . without the double. Now you can
stretch to raise to 2™, showing a very poor hand
indeed. Including points for the singleton this
hand is worth about five points, (add another
trump and it would more useful indeed) just
enough to eek out a bid.

Hand 3 also has a load of rubbish but, with
powerful distribution and a good fit, it should
blast to 4™ and see what the opponents make of
that! It is very likely they have some sort of spade
fit, and by bidding 4™ you remove their ability to
discuss how high to go; either they bid 4´ or they
don’t bid at all. Don’t worry about the lack of
values, your bid is pre-emptive and you have a
perfect pure hand with masses of playing strength
and little defence. One point to note is that
partner is always more likely to have a shapely
hand with a 5 card suit (or longer) when it is a
competitive auction, so a ten card fit is likely.

Hand 4 is a perfect limit raise, and without the
double would have bid 3™ to invite partner to
game. You can’t do that now though, since
partner will expect a pre-emptive hand with 5-9
points. The solution is to use a defunct bid of
2NT to show a ‘limit raise or better’, a hand that
would have responded 3™ (or more). Many of
you will normally use the sequence:
1™/´

Pass

2NT

as a game forcing bid (some people use the term
Jacoby). This shouldn’t apply after a double, since
it is much less likely you will have a tricky slam to
bid when there is opening strength on your right.
Even if you do, starting with 2NT as a limit plus is
still an excellent way to begin. It is a conventional
bid and needs to be alerted, although it is
standard even in basic Acol and everyone is
www.ebu.co.uk

supposed to play it. For those of you that like
bridge trivia it is called Truscott, after Alan
Truscott, the great British player who ended up as
Bridge Editor of the New York Times.
Over 2NT partner will sign off in 3™/´ if he has a
hand that would have passed a limit raise, or he
can bid a new suit as a game/slam try, or jump to
game if he feels he knows enough.

Hand 5. What about this one? It might look perfect
to jump to a natural 2NT but, having just told you
that 2NT shows a heart raise, I can scarcely
double cross myself in such an egregious manner!
Is the answer really to introduce that grotty club
suit? Absolutely not, you have an extra call
available and you must use it – redouble!
The redouble card is the cleanest one in the box,
invariably because it seldom gets used! The blue
card with two crosses on it, it is simply used to say
‘I have values and the hand belongs to us’. It
shows at least 10 points (When I started bridge it
used to show at least 9 points, but people have
learnt to open light since then!) and denies a
primary fit with partner.
After you have used the redouble card your
partnership’s first priority is to double the
opponents for penalties, failing that you bid a
contract of your own.
.Hand 6. On this final hand you would have
automatically responded 1´ without the double
and it is obligatory to keep the bidding alive when
partner opens and the next hand passes since
your side might have a game contract on. Is that
still the case here? Actually, no it isn’t. For starters,
if partner has enough to make game (and that
will invariably involve him holding a long heart
suit), he will be bidding again independently – he
gets another bid.
Secondly, do you really want to claim the spade
suit as your own when the hand on the right
frequently has four cards there? The last thing you
want is partner raising on a 3·5·1·4 shape or the
like (and that is his correct call) where you hold
all your values in the minors.
It is far better to pass and leave open the option of
defending. If partner wants to compete he is more
than welcome and you have a bit of support for
him whatever he chooses. Until then a shrewd
pass may see the opponents get into trouble. The
odds of your side having a 4-4 spade fit are
www.ebu.co.uk

reduced massively and even then the bad breaks
will normally put pay to any lofty ambitions you
might have.
If you do choose to introduce a new suit after a
take-out double, you should be serious about
having it as trumps and more interested than
usual in playing the hand, since a non committal
pass or redouble can be used to keep flexibility.
I mentioned early on that while the same scheme
(stretch raises and 2NT as a limit raise or better) still
applies even after a minor suit opening it is simply
less common. Why is that? The simple answer is
because take-out doubles of minor suit openings
happen less often, people frequently prefer to
overcall in a major suit rather than show a three
suited hand.
In theory you can still employ the same raising
structure as you would after one of a major has been
doubled, but remember that looking for a major
suit fit is still your top priority.
The other subtle point is that after you have
raised a minor suit you often want to end up in 3NT
(assuming game values) so you must be careful not
to miss that. Having the auction:
1®/t
Dble
3NT (natural)

2NT (good raise or better)

Pass

is not uncommon, so both players in the
partnership need to realise which hand will be
playing it and how that affects its chances.

The Dos and Don’ts of bidding after a
take-out double
Do

stretch to raise partner’s suit after it has been
doubled for take-out, this will make it
harder for the opponents to bid.

Do

raise partner quite freely when you have a
fit and a ruffing value, even if your point
count leaves something to be desired;
remember the fewer defensive values you
have the more the opponents can make.
Don’t forget to use the redouble to show values
and claim ownership of the hand, you
might be intending to take a penalty from
the opponents or simply play the hand in
your best fit.
Don’t make the mistake of thinking bids are the
same after a take-out double: a jump to
the 3-level is weak and a jump to 2NT is a
limit raise or better.
r

Have you got it? Take the test, p52
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Sleuth’s Quiz

by Ron Klinger

Read the lead . . .

click
link

YOU ARE PLAYING TEAMS, SITTING EAST

At trick 2, South plays the ®3: six – queen – ace.

What do you do now as East?
´
™
t
®

You can be confident that South has the ®K,
otherwise South would not be tackling clubs.
With weaker clubs, South would go about setting
up the spades rather than the clubs.

764
754
A 10 2
QJ84
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

A2
KJ982
J873
A9

Game All. Dealer North.
West
North
East
South
Pass
1™
1´
Pass
2´
Pass
3®1
2
Pass
3t
Pass
3NT
All Pass
1
Game try, needing help in clubs.
2
Help in clubs and values in diamonds.

West leads the ™6: 4 from dummy.

Which heart do you play as East?
To answer that, you need to consider West’s ™6
opening lead. From your hand and dummy, you
can see that there are only three missing hearts
higher than the six.

What might partner have?
The ™6 could be a singleton or doubleton from 63, or from ™Q106. You can dismiss ™A-10-6 as
South would not have bid 3NT with ™Q-3. If
partner has the ™Q-10-6, declarer is in deep
trouble, but what if South has ™A-Q-10?

How can you find out?
You can discover South’s holding by playing low
at trick one. If declarer had played the ™7 from
dummy, East would play the ™8 for the same
effect.
South wins trick 1 with the ™10.

What do you know now?
South began with ™A-Q-10 or ™A-Q-10-3.
16 English Bridge August 2019

The deal arose in a Vanderbilt (USA Open Knockout Teams) and Mike Becker, East, did the right
thing when he switched to the t3 at trick three.
This was the complete deal:
Game All. Dealer East.

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

10 8 3
63
KQ65

10 6 5 2

764
754
A 10 2
QJ84

´
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ KQJ95
™ A Q 10
t94
®K73
N

A2
KJ982
J873
A9

It is not attractive to lead away from a jack into
dummy’s A-10 holding, but only a strong diamond
holding with West would be enough to beat 3NT.
Note that, if East plays a second heart, South will
make at least 10 tricks in 3NT.
South chose 3NT after North showed values in
diamonds. Those values were not enough for 3NT,
as it turned out. Had South chosen 4´, the
favourable layout allows South to make ten or
eleven tricks. If West leads the ™6, South wins
cheaply and sets about the spades. South can draw
trumps, finesse against East in hearts and establish
the clubs. If the defence does not attack diamonds
in time, declarer can finesse the ®8 for 11 tricks
(very daring and not recommended).
r
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by Alan Mould

O

pening leads are often subjective and
virtually any opening lead can be successful
some of the time. However, bridge is in
many ways a game of percentages and therefore
certain leads will gain more often than others. In
each issue you will be given three hands and the
bidding on each, and you are asked to choose your
opening leads from those proposed by our
Quizmaster. Answers will be in the next issue. In
each problem you are on lead as West.

TWO answers - Teams & Pairs
Hand 1
´ 10 6 4 3 2
™ KQ73
t K4
® A8
South

West
North East
1´
4NT1
Pass
6®
All Pass
1
At least 6-5 in the minors, either way around

Choose from: (a) ´3; (b) ™K; (c) t4; (d) ®A

HHHHH

Hand 2
´ AJ953
™ QJ3
t 4
® K643

SEND IN YOUR ENTRY!
For the first time we have the same two
winners in two consecutive issues. Numbers
have fallen. Please take part - you have a good
chance of winning! Sending an email is easy
peasy!

lou@ebu.co.uk
An attractive twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards is
the prize on offer. For information on Piatnik
cards visit www.gibsonsgames.co.uk/cards
There are TWO categories in our competition: up
to and including Master, and those with higher
ranking. Please indicate the category for which you
are entering with your answers. In the event of a tie,
the winner from each category will be randomly
selected. The editor’s decision is final.
Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz,
Raggett House, Bowdens, Langport, Somerset,
TA10 0DD
or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
by 28 August 2019.
Please make sure you include your full postal
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail
ANSWERS TO JUNE’S QUIZ: Page 28

www.ebu.co.uk

South

West
North
1´
2t
2´1
Pass
3®
3NT
All Pass
1
Good raise in diamonds

East
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´5; (b) ™Q; (c) t4; (d) ®3.

HHHHH
Hand 3
´ A97643
™ 10 9 5
t 10 2
® 10 5
South

West

2NT
Pass
3™
Pass
1
Transfer to hearts

North
Pass
3t1
4™

East
Pass
Pass
All Pass

A slightly curious auction in that North seems to
have six hearts but passed as dealer. N/S were
vulnerable on the hand, so it is likely North did not
have a suit good enough to open 2™.
Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ™10; (c) t10; (d) ®10.
August 2019 English Bridge
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If you could add one thing . . .

by Neil Rosen

Transfers after a Double of a Major

click
link

I

have received quite a bit of correspondence
asking me to broaden the reach of my articles.
As such I will delve into one or two technical
advances that could really make a difference for
partnerships prepared to work hard on their game.
Here we will concentrate on developing our
bidding after we open a major and the opponents
double. I have long since held the view that auctions
can sometimes become easier when the opponents
intervene. A whole world of doubles, redoubles and
cue-bids become available. Let’s look at some fancy
ways to deal with a competitive auction.

AFTER A 1™ OPENING
W
1™

N
Dble

E
?

S

AFTER A 1´ OPENING
W
1´

N
Dble

E
?

S

Redble

natural

1NT

shows clubs

2®

shows diamonds

2t

shows hearts

2™

good raise to at least 2´

2´

weak raise to 2´

2NT

good 4-card raise, 10+ points

3®/3t

fit jumps

3™

either a fit jump or a mixed raise – you
choose.

THE 1NT RESPONSE
Redble

still natural, good 9+ HCPs without a
primary heart fit.

1´

natural and forcing for one round

1NT

shows clubs (alerted)

2®

shows diamonds (alerted)

2t

good raise to at least 2™ – usually with
three hearts (alerted)

2™

weaker raise to 2™

For completeness I will structure a possible version
of what higher bids might mean, and as a
partnership you must choose your own path:
2´

a) natural and weak or b) a fit jump or
c) a mixed raise, showing 4-card heart
support, about 7-9 HCPs. No reference to
spades whatsoever

2NT

good 4-card raise, 10+ points, unlimited

3®/3t

fit-showing jumps (five decent cards in
the suit bid, 4-card support for partner’s
major and about 8+ HCPs in practice)

18 English Bridge August 2019

Certainly when I started playing bridge (yes I
know pre-war . . . ) the standard practice was to play
a new suit after a take-out double as non-forcing,
with all forcing sequences starting with a redouble.
This was clearly inefficient and susceptible to preemption. Some compromised and played bids as
forcing at the 1-level but non-forcing at the 2-level.
Using these transfer methods we are able to bid
straight away with both weak and strong hands:
1™/1´

Dble

1NTA

The 1NT bid shows clubs, either a normal response,
5+ clubs, typically 9 or 10+ HCPs, or a weakish
hand with 6+ clubs and, perhaps, 5-9 points –
essentially like a weak two opener (suit quality is
important).
The opener initially assumes the weak variant,
and will bid accordingly. Most moderate hands
simply complete the transfer and bid 2®. This
simply says that, facing a weak hand with six clubs,
let’s stop here. It does not require a club fit.
Opener can, of course, bid something else
(usually out of strength or good shape). If they raise
www.ebu.co.uk

to 3® that just suggests a fit and a minimum hand,
rather than looking for game. They can bid 2NT as
an enquiry/relay just as if partner had indeed
opened a weak two bid, if they are looking for a
possible game. Responses are by partnership choice
though a simple scheme is to bid 3® with a
minimum, a new suit as a feature (stopper) and
3NT to show a non-minimum with good clubs.

THE 2® RESPONSE
This works in very much the same way as the 1NT
bid but shows diamonds rather than clubs. Again,
these might be natural, 5+ diamonds and 9 or 10
HCPs or a typical weak 2 opening.
Once more the opener initially assumes the
weaker variant and bids accordingly. Thus they
usually complete with 2t, with or without much of
a fit. Other bids are natural and forward-going
except for 3t which is pre-emptive – a fit and a
minimum or 2NT which is the enquiry/relay. Here’s
an example:
´
™
t
®

West
Q2
AQ832
KQ75
96

W
1™
?

N
Dble

E
2®A

S
Pass

Don’t bid a feeble 2t, raise to 3t making life
tougher for the opposition.

TRANSFER BACK TO THE INITIAL SUIT
Bidding the suit below partner’s major is used to
describe a good raise to at least two of the major,
and is unlimited as to upper strength. It typically
shows 10+ points and conveys three-card support.
With 4-card support you would bid 2NT. It is
particularly useful when playing 5-card majors, but
can certainly be incorporated into Acol as well.
Consider:

´
™
t
®

East
AQ5
43
J865
K732

W
1´

N
Dble

E
2™A

S

With the hand above, if partner opens 1´ and the
opponents double, in standard methods you are
forced to redouble then hope to get an opportunity
to support spades later. How much nicer to get the
support and the strength in straight away. The
www.ebu.co.uk

opener will then be well-placed to judge whether to
make a game try or not as they know of 9+ points,
rather than 5+ as is normal without transfers.

RAISING THE MAJOR
Here the direct raise shows a weak supporting hand.
It typically shows about 5-8 HCPs and usually will
have 3-card support (but occasionally 4-card
support if it feels weak and stodgy). It is terrific to
split the ranges here as opener is now better placed
to judge in competitive auctions as well as when
deciding whether to explore for game or not.
´
™
t
®

East
76
K43
Q865
Q732

W
1™

N
Dble

E
2™

S

Bidding 2™ with the hand above looks very normal
regardless of whether one is playing 4- or 5-card
majors. Even playing Acol, in competition, you
must get used to offering support freely (at a
minimum level only, of course) with 3-card
support.

SHOWING HEARTS AFTER A SPADE OPENING
In a similar vein to the 1NT/2® responses, 2t
shows hearts if partner’s opening suit was spades.
Again this may be ‘weak two’ values, or 10+ points
and at least five hearts. Opener should initially
assume the weaker hand and will usually complete
by bidding 2™. The other options to enquire/relay
with 2NT or pre-empt with 3™ are available.

POINTS TO NOTE
D These bids only apply after 1™/´ openings – not
any others, though playing 4 or 5 card majors is
not a problem.
D They apply whether you have passed initially or
not.
D A disadvantage is that you lose the ability to bid
a natural 1NT after a take-out double. With 6-9
points and a balanced hand you now normally
pass over the double and then judge (brilliantly
of course!) whether to re-enter the auction on
the next round – usually with a sneaky take-out
double.
r

Check out Neil’s quiz online, page 68
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Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

AUGUST 2019
WEST HANDS

AUGUST 2019
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. E/W Game
Dealer East
(Bune)

´
™
t
®

AK6
KJ5
10 8 7 6 5
72

1. E/W Game
Dealer East
(Thomsen)

2. Love All
Dealer West

´ 53
™ A
t A987542
(Norton)
® J65
* North bids 2´, South bids 3´ (if possible)

2. Love All
Dealer West

´ KQJ
™ 10 9 4 3
t AQ95
(Thomsen)
® A6
* South bids multi 2t, North 3™ (pass or
correct)

3. N/S Game
Dealer South

3. N/S Game
Dealer South

4. Game All
Dealer South
(Kennedy)
5. Love All
Dealer South
(Crouch)
6. Love All
Dealer North
(Crouch)

www.ebu.co.uk

J74
A 10 7 6
93
A K 10 4

´ KJ
™ K765
t QJ3
(Natt)
® AKQ9
* North bids 2´, South bids 3´ (if possible)
´ –
™ A72
t K 10 8 2
(Bune)
® KQJ852
* South bids multi 2t, North 3™ (pass or
correct)

´
™
t
®

K 10 9 7 5 4
J 10 5 4
–
J97

4. Game All
Dealer South

´
™
t
®

10 7 6 4
AQJ
AK86
75

5. Love All
Dealer South

´
™
t
®

AK97
A3
Q863
A K 10

6. Love All
Dealer North

Did you beat the experts? – Page 44

´
™
t
®

(Ye)

(Hydes)

(Hydes)

´
™
t
®

AQ2
AKQ3
A Q 10 8 3
A

´
™
t
®

A92
K87532
7
942

´
™
t
®

Q 10 8 6 4
QJ85
K
Q52

Did you beat the experts? – Page 44

An August Squeeze . . .

by Andrew Robson

A Positional Squeeze

click

A. West is squeezed on the ace of hearts
lead, holding sole guard of both
diamonds and clubs. If East held West’s
cards,
he too would de squeezed. As the
´ –
´ –
N
™ –
™ –
squeeze
works on either opponent, it is
W
E
t QJ
t –
S
said
to
be
Automatic.
® A
® 543
´ –
In B. (moving the ®K to North) West is
™ A (led)
squeezed
on the ace of hearts, as he has to
t 2
discard before North. Swap the East-West
® K
cards (in C) however . . . and East is not
squeezed. By moving the ®K, North’s hand now contains both the twocard guard (tK10) and the one-card guard (®K). Because North has to
discard before East, the squeeze does not operate. This is a Positional
squeeze because only one defender (here West, discarding first) can be
squeezed.
´
™
t
®

A

–
–
K 10
2

B
´
™
t
®

–
–
QJ
A

C
´
™
t
®

–
–
–
543

Love All. Dealer South
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

652
KQ96
J986
75

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

West

10 8
J 10 4
AKQ3
K J 10 9
9743
875
75
8642

AKQJ
A32
10 4 2
AQ3

North

East

–
Q
J9
–

–
J
Q3
–
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

–
–
K 10
K
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

–
A (led)
2
2

´
™
t
®

–
–
K 10
K
N

W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

–
–
–
543

–
–
QJ
A

–
A (led)
2
2

9
87
–
–

J (led)
3
10
–

South
2NT

Pass
7NT1
All Pass
Only worth 6NT - but that would be no
fun! Perhaps there was a Grand Slam Prize...
1

On our featured grand slam deal, declarer won
West’s king of hearts lead, cashed the ace-king of
diamonds (in case the jack fell), then the clubs,
throwing a heart from hand, and then the spades. As
the last spade was led, West had to discard - fatally between the ™Q and the tJ9. Whichever suit he
released, dummy (holding the ™J and the tQ3)
would keep. 13 tricks and grand slam made.
www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Note, however, that if the East-West hands were
swapped, East would escape. No squeeze would
operate, because dummy, holding both the guards
(™J and tQ3), would have to discard before East.
East could follow his discard, and score the last
trick. It was, therefore, a Positional Squeeze.
r

The deal is taken from Andrew Robson’s Endplay
& Squeeze, one of his series of invaluable Bridge
Lessons books. They are available from the EBU’s
www.bridge-warehouse.co.uk
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Heather’s Hints

by Heather Dhondy

Clever play

click
link

P

laying teams, East deals and passes, South
opens 1t, North responds 1™ and East now
bids 1´. What call do you make with the
South cards?
Game All. Dealer East
´ 54
™ AK953
t Q95
® 954

spades since he didn’t open a weak two, so you will
have to duck the first trick, because otherwise the
defence will have communication to set up a club
trick. Win the second spade with the king and cash
four rounds of diamonds, both opponents
discarding a club on the fourth round. This is where
you have got to:
´
™
t
®

N
W

E

–
AK95
–
954

S
N

´
™
t
®

W

K98
10 7
AKJ8
A Q 10 2

West

North

Pass
Pass

1™
3NT

East
South
Pass
1t
1´
2NT
All Pass

Your natural rebid would have been 2NT without
the intervention and there is no need to be deflected
from this action. Reserve a double to show extra
values but without a convenient call to make, for
example a similar hand without a spade stop. North
raises to 3NT and this becomes the final contract.

´
™
t
®

Please recycle
this magazine when you
have finished with it
22 English Bridge August 2019

9
10 7
–
A Q 10 2

Now exit with your spade. On the fifth round of
spades West will be squeezed if he holds the ®K, and
will have to come down to singleton king to give you
any sort of problem. If this happens, you may have
to guess the end-position. However if East switches
to the ™Q or ™J, you will be able to count his points
and place the ®K with West. This was the full deal:

West leads the ´6 to the four and the ten. How do
you plan the play?
You have eight tricks and a working club finesse
will give you nine. However you can improve on
that. If West holds the ®K and also has to guard the
hearts, he could become a victim of a suicide
squeeze. It is almost certain that East holds just five

E
S

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer East.
´ 54
™ AK953
tQ95
®954
762
´ A Q J 10 3
N
J842
™ Q6
W
E
10 7 2
t 643
S
K76
® J83
´ K98
™ 10 7
tAKJ8
® A Q 10 2

www.ebu.co.uk

HEATHER’S HINTS
D If the opponents intervene in your auction and
there is room to make your natural rebid, it is
usually best to get on and make it but, if you are
rebidding NTs, you need a stopper in the
opponent’s overcalled suit. Doubles in such
situations show a hand that wants to compete
but has no other clear-cut action, and this would

NATIONAL FINAL OF
INTER-COUNTY LEAGUES

Leicestershire team: Simon Stokes, Nick Stevens, Ian Bruce, Dick
Pathan, Jim Mason, Colin Dean, Duncan Happer, Ben Norton

Leicestershire won the ‘A’ final for the first time
since their victory in the inaugural event in 2007.
Oxfordshire and Hertfordshire retained their ‘B’
and ‘C’ Division titles, making it four times in
succession for Hertfordshire.

RIVIERA CONGRESS

include strong balanced hands without a stopper
in the opponent’s suit.
D When you are looking for clues about finding a
certain high card, go back to the bidding. Even if
your auction is uncontested, there are inferences
you can take from a failure to open the bidding
either at the one level or with a weak two (or
higher), or to make an overcall.
r

PACHABO CUP

The Pachabo Cup has been won by the
Manchester team of Michael Newman, Alan
Mould, Michael Byrne and John Holland. Three of
the four were winners in last year’s team, and all
were part of Manchester’s winning team in 2015.
The Pachabo Cup is contested by the teams-offour champions from each county. Hants & Isle of
Wight came second, with Middlesex and
Worcestershire tying for third place.

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY CONGRESS

The Swiss Teams was won by Team Cooke – Gary
Hyett, Robert Miller, Bill Taylor, and Alan Cooke.
They are pictured receiving the Wing Trophy from
donor David Wing. In second place were the team
of Harry Anoyrkatis, Sam Anoyrkatis, Joe Fawcett
and Theo Anoyrkatis.
The Swiss Pairs was won by Harry Anoyrkatis &
Sally Anoyrkatis (picture, Hubert Phillips Plate,
p27). They finished just one VP ahead of secondplaced Stefan Lindfors & Jim Grant. England
juniors Theo Anoyrkatis & Oscar Selby were third.
www.ebu.co.uk

Nathalie Shashou & Nick
Sandqvist (pictured) won
the main pairs event at
the Spring Bank Holiday
Congress in Stratford,
with Dinah Caplan &
Michael Byrne in second
place.
The B Final in the
Championship Pairs was
won by Robin Wright & Alan Wilson.
The teams event was won by David Gold,
Catherine Seale, Phil King and Kevin Castner, with
the Solomon team second.
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Ask Robin

Compiled by Robin Barker

Trouble at the table

click
link

K

en Goddard is trying to get his head
around comparable bids. A player opens
1NT (12-14) out of turn when RHO is
dealer. This is not accepted and dealer opens 2™
(weak). Does the offender have a comparable bid
available when a 2NT overcall would normally
show 15-18 HCP? Gordon Rainsford’s video on
comparable bid implies that a 2NT overcall in this
situation would not be comparable.
In one of Gordon’s videos, there is 1NT out of turn
but this is by a pair playing a strong (15-17) 1NT,
and 2NT is a comparable call.
If a pair is playing a weak 1NT then that is the
attributable meaning of a 1NT opening bid out of
rotation. No call over 2™ is likely to show 12-14 and
balanced, so there is no comparable call, and
anything the out-of-turn bidder does now will
silence partner for one round.

D

avid Wilson asks: we are thinking of
running a Swiss Pairs at the club. What is
the minimum number of pairs you need
to make it feasible and what is the number of
rounds recommended for that minimum
number?
My experience is that nothing goes wrong if there
are more pairs than three times the number of
rounds, so that each pair gets to meet at most a third
of the remainder of the field. I would recommend
at least four rounds and at most 8-board rounds.
For one session:
4 rounds, 6 boards, minimum tables 7
5 rounds, 5 boards, minimum tables 8
6 rounds, 4 boards, minimum tables 10
For two sessions (one day):
6 rounds, 8 boards, minimum tables 10
7 rounds, 7 boards, minimum tables 11
8 rounds, 6 boards, minimum tables 13
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The number of sets of boards needed is twice the
tables, divided by the boards-per-round and
rounded up. So seven tables with six-board rounds
needs three sets; 13 tables with six-board rounds
needs five sets.
For small numbers it is important not to have a
half-table.

A

player asked for help with a situation that
arose at the club. This was the bidding:

West
Dble

North
2´
All Pass

East
Pass

South
Pass

Before East led, he asked what the 2´ bid was,
South explained it was 13-16 HCP and six spades.
West said, ‘oh I thought it was a weak bid’ and
placed a 3™ bid on the table. We called the TD
who went outside with East, came back and said
that the contract stood, and East must not take
advantage of his partner’s bid. East then led his
singleton heart. I would have expected that there
would have been a ruling on what East could lead
after his partner’s bid. Please could you tell me if
there should be a lead penalty. At the end of the
board the TD awarded a 50% score to each of us.
The 2´ bid should be announced as ‘intermediate’,
or ‘strong, non-forcing’, or even ‘intermediate or
strong, non-forcing’.
West should not say anything about what he
assumed about 2´. West can call the TD and
explain that there has been a missing
announcement. West cannot bid 3™; even if he were
allowed to change his call, he would have to wait for
the TD to give him that option.
Bids after the final pass are covered by Law 39C,
which imposes lead restrictions (Law 26B).
So yes, there is a lead penalty: declarer can
prohibit the lead of any suit – including hearts –
because West has not bid hearts legally.
www.ebu.co.uk

This is not a ruling which should usually result in an
artificial score (such as 50% to both sides).

R

oy Young asks: At one of my local clubs we
had, with South as dealer, the following
auction:

West

North

Pass
Pass
3® (UCB) Pass
3NT
All Pass
1
Long hesitation

East
1t
3t1

South
Pass
2®
Pass

I called the director and at the end of the session
the director ruled that West had a justifiable bid
which I accepted, as it was only a casual session.
Subsequently I asked a number of my friends
(mainly county level players), if they would have
made the bid, all said no.
In a further discussion, with the director at my
main club, he explained that under the most
recent directives from the EBU, there is a change
in attitudes from absolute full values to decisions
such as reasonable choice and that a lot of the
rules had become more lenient for the player.

The criteria for a bid being acceptable in these
circumstances have become increasingly strict over
the years, not more lenient.
We used to talk about ‘70% rule’: 3NT would be
allowed if 70% would bid it; or looked at the other
way, at most 30% would make the alternative call.
These days, Pass would be a logical alternative if
(roughly) 20% would consider Pass and (some)
10% would actually choose to pass. The laws never
mentioned absolute numbers but when the laws are
translated into numbers for guidance, the numbers
are now stricter. If a call is a ‘reasonable choice’ then
the alternative is also likely to be ‘reasonable’ – just
being a reasonable choice does not mean a call is
acceptable when there is unauthorised information.

A

frustrated TD asks: There are two
members at my bridge club who refuse to
use the ‘Stop card’. How should this be
dealt with?

The hesitation can only be explained by East
having a better than minimum hand, and could
have influenced West’s decision. Whether it did or
not at the table, surely leniency should not extend
that far.

It is a difficult question. It is best to start by talking
to the players (who will not use the ‘STOP’ card)
away from the table and ask them why. Explain that
the rules require it and they must play by the rules.
Hopefully once you have listened to their objections
you will be able to treat them appropriately in the
future. Next time, tell them that

The problem stems from the director finding that
West has a justifiable bid’. First, this is not the right
test and second, I do not agree that 3NT is justified.

1. If there are any issues regarding fast or slow bids
when the player makes a skip bid, the TD will not
find the opponents at fault

The right test is whether there are logical
alternatives to 3NT. If the 3t bid was made in
tempo, most players would pass. So Pass is a logical
alternative. 3NT is not permitted because bidding it
is suggested by the hesitation. It is not a question of
the director being too lenient – the ruling should
not be at all lenient towards the offending side.

2. You (the TD) have told them to use the stop card
– if they fail to do so there will be procedural
penalties.

I don’t think 3NT is justified at all because West
does not have the values for game. When South bid
2®, West has to decide between showing his club
stop and aiming for NT (by bidding 2NT) or
showing his diamond support
West
(with 3®). Having decided to
´ 53
bid 3®, and without partner
™ 54
showing extras, West has
tA987
®AQ986
nowhere to go but pass 3t.
www.ebu.co.uk

It is not a good thing to ignore wilful disregard of
the rules and procedures as other players will not
know where they stand.

R

obin Barker is the EBU’s Deputy Chief
Tournament Director. He is editor of
the White Book and looks forward to
answering your questions. Please email him
– robin@ebu.co.uk.
The author, English Bridge and the EBU are
not responsible if the information provided is
incorrect or incomplete.
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Great Bridge Disasters

by David Burn

Thin partitions
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Y

ou, South, have reached a respectable slam in
a trial for your country’s national team.
These are your hands:
´
™
t
®

J976
AQ965
4
862
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AK82
J7
AJ7
AKQ4

Love All. Dealer North. IMPs
West
North East
South
Pass
Pass
1®1
2
1t
1™
2t
Pass3
Pass
Dble4
Pass
2´
Pass
4´
Pass
5NT5
Pass
6´6
All Pass
1
Precision, 16+, almost any shape, 2 5+ hearts,
forcing to game, 3 Implying a balanced hand,
4
For take-out, 5 Anything extra? 6 No

with ´A and a low one towards the dummy. West
wins with ´Q while East follows and you see that
your caution may not have been needed after all.
Perhaps you could have made an overtrick if that
queen was doubleton, but in a teams match you’re
not worried about that. Meanwhile, you must still
be sure to make the contract.
West continues with a heart. You have a couple of
diamond losers and that low club in your hand
might not be a winner (especially if, as it seems,
West has ™Kxxx from his failure to cover the ™J).
Not to worry – you can finesse in hearts, draw the
last trump, establish a long heart if need be, and ruff
one of your minor-suit losers on the table while
discarding the other two on heart winners. You call
for ™Q preparing to claim, when… East wins it with
the king, and you are down one.
When you see that West’s spade holding was
indeed the doubleton queen, you congratulate East
on his brilliant defence – you would certainly have
made the slam if he had taken ™K on the first
round. A triumph for a wonderful piece of
deception?
Not really. You see, that wasn’t what happened in
real life – it only happened in East’s dreams. The
actual deal was not quite as I have shown you but:

West leads the tK, East following with the t6
(high-low shows an even number). Plan the play.
If the heart finesse is right, you can afford to play
safely in spades to avoid more than one loser. You
will cash a high spade and lead a low one towards
the dummy, in case of ´Q10xx with either
opponent. If the heart finesse is wrong you will need
to avoid the loss of a trump trick, and your
percentage play will be to cash the two top honours
and hope something good happens.
So after winning tA you take the heart finesse,
running the jack. It holds the trick, West following
with ™2 and East with ™8. As planned, you continue
26 English Bridge August 2019

Love All. Dealer North
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

K8
432
KQ953
754

J976
AQ965
4
862
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

10 4 3
K 10 8
10 8 6 2
10 9 3

AQ52
J7
AJ7
AKQJ

www.ebu.co.uk

After the jack of hearts held the second trick,
declarer ruffed a diamond in dummy and ran the
´J, losing to West’s king. At this point East must
have felt a touch of anxiety, though he still had
reason to hope that declarer would repeat the heart
finesse anyway. But West returned a spade and
declarer claimed the contract – he could ruff his last
diamond on the table and he didn’t need the heart
finesse because his clubs were solid.
Bridge is a cruel game. You feel that East’s
brilliantly imaginative defence deserved to find the
layout he had supposed, rather than being merely a
banal duck of the setting trick. It was a disaster, to
be sure. But it had more than a touch of greatness
about it.
r

NATIONAL SWISS TEAMS

HUBERT PHILLIPS BOWL

The Hubert Phillips Bowl, the National
Championship for Mixed Pivot Teams, has been
won by Sally Brock’s team (pictured with Phil
King, Robert Sheehan and Barry Myers), who beat
Alan Mould’s team (Jackie Pye, John Holland and
Jeff Smith) at East Midlands Bridge Centre at
Spondon, near Derby. Sally Brock and Robert
Sheehan now move ahead of John Holland with
seven wins in the competition (all as team mates)
to John’s six. Gunnar Hallberg played in an earlier
round for the winning team.

HUBERT PHILLIPS PLATE

The team of Ben Norton, Kieran Dyke, Michael
Byrne & Toby Nonnenmacher (pictured) were
overall winners at the National Swiss Teams
Congress, which took place in May. Paul Hackett,
Croz Croswell, David Debbage & John Sansom
came second.
The winners of the Stratification B prize were
Rob Turner, Mary Whyms, Ann Wall & Toby Wall.
The team of Myra Twyman, Roger Twyman, Bob
Galvin & Stephanie Galvin finished 2nd.

The Hubert Phillips Plate – the consolation event
– was won by Team Anoyrkatis, with Harry and
Sally pitching in with sons Theo (left) and Sam.
The picture is taken from the Riviera Congress
where the family also excelled themselves. Up-andcoming player Venetia Anoyrkatis is on the right.

CORN CAIRDIS MATCH

The competition was run by Warwickshire CBA
on behalf of the EBU.

DIMMIE FLEMING AWARDS
Nominations can now be made for a Dimmie
Fleming Award, which recognises those who have
made a significant contribution to county bridge
over a long period. All members can put forward
suitable candidates, but nominations should be
submitted by a County official, to confirm the
approval of the County Committee. See the
website: www.ebu.co.uk/dimmie-2019
www.ebu.co.uk

Ireland (pictured) won the Corn Cairdis match an annual match between teams representing a
county, a club, and officials from the English
Bridge Union (EBU) and the Contract Bridge
Association of Ireland (CBAI). The event, hosted
this year by Basingstoke Bridge Club for
Hampshire, took place in mid-May.
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by Alan Mould

Answers to June’s Problems
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allowing partner to switch to diamonds from
their side if it seems appropriate.

Hand 1
´ J532
™ 10 7 6 4
t Q8
® J72
South
1´
3®
3NT

West
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
2™
3´

(c)tQ: 10 marks. There are worse maxims than

East
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´2; (b) ™4; (c) tQ; (d) ®2

This issue problems one and two come from reader
Dave Simmons (though I have extensively altered
the auction on problem 1) whereas problem 3
comes from the Swiss Teams at the Year End
Congress in Blackpool.

Hand 1: Not a very attractive collection to lead
from and it looks as if the opposition have plenty
of values, so this may be about overtricks. What is
your best option?

(a) ´2: 1 mark. Do I really need to say why this is
not a good lead? The suit declarer is most likely to
be building tricks in.
(b) ™4: 8 marks. Yes, dummy will have five of them,
but declarer will be short (they have bid spades
and clubs and shown a NT stop so just how many
hearts can they have? This may prove surprisingly
effective in any number of ways, including

lead the unbid suit. It is true that partner has not
bid them, but it would have to have been at the
three level, so not much store can be put by that.
If you are going to beat the hand this seems the
most likely suit in which you can set up some
tricks. It was certainly the winner at the table as
you hit partner with tKJ10xx and the ™A.
(d) ®2: 4 marks. If the opposition are playing Acol,
then 3® can often be a 3-card suit. As against that,
declarer seems little interested in spade support or
supporting hearts so it seems as if clubs this time
is natural, which makes this way less attractive. In
reality, this is a choice between the red suits.
Pairs Bonus: tQ or ™4 – 5 marks. I think it is very
close between a heart and a diamond at Pairs, and
my choice may well depend on who the
opposition are, and whether I think this will be a
universal contract. I think I just lean to the tQ,
but I have no argument with anyone who leads a
heart.

SEND IN YOUR LEAD
CONUNDRUMS
Email the editor, lou@ebu.co.uk and if
suitable, Alan would be delighted to
use them.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master: Howard Rosemarine
Gatley

Open: Michael Kaye
Kintbury

Sponsored by
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right, which a spade is really unlikely to be. This
time partner had ®Axx and a club it had to be…

Hand 2
´ 8532
™ 954
t KJ64
® K4
South
West
North
1NT1
Pass
2™2
2´
Pass
3®
3NT
Pass
4®
4´
All Pass
1
12-14, 2 Transfer to spades

East
Pass
Pass
Pass

So, we know dummy has a lot of black cards, and
the 1NT opener is not interested in them! Should
we be passive or aggressive here?
Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) a heart; (c) t4; (d) ®K.

Hand 2: I think this is a very tough opening lead
problem as you do not know whether it is right to
be passive or aggressive, and if aggressive even
which suit to lead. Dummy will have a minimum of
10 black cards and there is a severe danger of losers
in one red suit disappearing on the other. Also, your
black suit holdings look dreadful and suggest that
both suits may well be coming in for declarer. I
think the balance therefore tips to aggression – get
at the red suit tricks that are available and hope you
have enough black suit tricks to beat the hand.
(a) a spade: 2 marks. I do not like this lead at all.
Apart from the fact it is passive, it allows declarer
a free shot to discard red suit losers on the other
red suit, and imagine a spade position such as
KJ109x opposite Ax. Won’t partner be charmed?
(b) a heart: 7 marks. For the reasons above I think it
is right to lead a red suit, but I prefer this:

(c) t4: 10 marks. Dummy has three red cards at
most, so realistically you cannot hope for more
than two tricks in them unless partner has both
red aces (highly unlikely). A diamond needs less
from partner to be right (either the queen or the
ace), whereas a heart more or less needs partner
to have ™AK or ™KQ to be right. If in doubt, lead
the suit where you need least from partner for it
to be the right decision.
(d) ®K: 3 marks. This is a wild lead – more or less
playing for partner to have the ®A or ®Q and
´A. But at least when it is right it is spectacularly
www.ebu.co.uk

Pairs Bonus: a diamond – 5 marks. The arguments
are the same at Pairs. You will get a poor score
from letting through overtricks when red suit
losers go away, so I will stick with a diamond.
Hand 3
´ A97
™ 92
t A9865
® J64
South
1´
2´
4´
1
Splinter

West
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
2™
4t1

East
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´7; (b) ™9; (c) tA; (d) ®4.

(a) ´7: 9 marks. Dummy is hitting with a stiff
diamond and you have Axxxx. Cutting down
dummy’s ruffs seems a very sensible idea. I would
certainly lead this with say AQxx or AKxx
diamonds and the marking suggests how close
this is still in my opinion.
(b) ™9: 5 marks. Unlikely to do much harm, but
what good is it going to do?

(c) tA: 1 mark. I would never lead this. What is the
urgency? It really is highly unlikely that declarer
will be able to discard dummy’s singleton diamond
on some winners in hand. And certainly not before
they have drawn trumps, of which you have the ace
This lead is just doing declarer’s work for them. At
the table dummy had a singleton and declarer
KQxx. Is that so surprising? The diamond lead was
the only one to give declarer any chance.
(d) ®4: 10 marks. I think it is very close between
this, trying to set up some tricks, and a trump. I
think this is more likely to beat the contract if it
can be beaten, so I will go with this.
Pairs Bonus: ´7 – 5 marks. Whilst I think a club is
probably the most likely lead to beat the hand, if
it is about overtricks, which is more likely (North
has made a slam try after all), then I am sure a
trump is the lead to most likely cut down
overtricks. So, a spade for me at Pairs, and if I did
not have the tA then the ´A from me.
r
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Heffalump Traps

by David Bakhshi

Answers from
page 10
Hand 1

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AQ6
43
J 10 4
Q 10 7 5 3

9754
KJ5
K83
984
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

KJ832
976
Q962
J

10
A Q 10 8 2
A75
AK62

4™. West leads the tJ.
You have nine top tricks, with an extra trick in clubs
if they split 3-3. Otherwise, it will be necessary to
trump a club in dummy (the short trump hand) to
make the extra trick. South should therefore plan to
lose a club trick when there is still a high trump in
Hand 2

´
™
t
®

KQJ63
K95
10 5 2
Q 10

´
™
t
®

95
84
K76
AK9754
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ A72
™ AQJ2
t A943
® 62

10 8 4
10 7 6 3
QJ8
J83

3NT. West makes a spade overcall and leads the ´K.
You are playing a normal 3NT contract, so making
your game should ensure no adverse swings. You
have six top tricks, and need to make three extra
tricks without losing five tricks in the process. Once
West forces your ´A, you will not be able to safely
lose the lead to her, so your best hope is to find clubs
splitting 3-2, and to win three extra tricks in clubs
having lost a trick to East.
30 English Bridge August 2019
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dummy. However, it is important to make sure
neither the ®A nor the ®K are trumped in the
process. If West has a singleton club this cannot be
avoided, although he would probably have led it,
but if East has a singleton club, it can. How should
you time the play to protect your club winners?
Win the first trick with the tA, then cash the ®A
before crossing to the tK, to lead the ®8. If East
follows suit you win the ®K then give up a club
trick. You are now prepared to trump the ®6 with
the ™K (if clubs are 4-2). If East discards on the
second club, then you win the ®A and play a third
club as above. If East trumps the second club and
leads a second diamond, you win the tK, and play
the ™A followed by the ™2 to the ™J, then play the
®9 from the dummy. When East is unable to trump
this trick you can win the ®K then trump the ®6
with the ™K to make your tenth trick.

West is assumed to have at least five spades, so
you start by holding up the ´A till the third round.
At trick four you lead the ®2 towards the dummy. If
West plays low, then you just cover the card that she
plays. East will likely switch to hearts, but you can
win the ™A and play the ®6. If clubs split 3-2, then
you will now have nine winners.
If West plays the ®10 or higher on the first round,
then you win the ®K and cross back to hand with
the tA to lead the ®6. As before, if West plays low
you simply cover the card that she has played. If
West plays the ®Q (or ®J), then you win the ®A
and lead a third club, hoping that East started with
three clubs. If West started with ®QJ10, you cannot
prevent her from gaining the lead, but if East has
three clubs, you will have avoided losing the lead to
the dangerous West hand. The tK will provide an
entry to the established club winners, so South
should win the ™A if East switches to hearts upon
winning the third round of clubs.
www.ebu.co.uk

Hand 3

´
™
t
®

K
A8632
Q 10 6 5
982

´
™
t
®

it will also be necessary to finesse (if it is possible to
avoid a spade loser).

J965
K5
87
AQJ43

´ 82
™ J 10 9 4
W
E
t AKJ43
S
® 10 6
´ A Q 10 7 4 3
™ Q7
t 92
® K75
N

4´. East dealt and passed. West leads the t5,
and East wins the tK, cashes the tA, then
switches to the ™J.
You have bid an aggressive 4´ and may win a game
swing if you can achieve your target. You have five
top tricks, but you also have three top losers, so you
cannot afford to lose a trick to the ´K.
With 10 spades missing the king, should you plan
to ‘finesse or drop’? Assuming a 2-1 split, finding an
opponent with the singleton ´K is not that likely, so
the odds favour finessing and, if spades are 3-0, then

Hand 4

´
™
t
®

Q52
K862
94
J 10 8 4

9873
Q 10 7 4 3
5
753

6t. West leads the ®J.
You have bid to a slam that is likely to be reached in
the other room, but it is possible that they will play
6NT instead, so a swing could easily be on the cards
if you can guess better than your opponents!
You have 11 top tricks, so it looks like the success
of your contract hinges on finding the ´Q to make
your twelfth trick. You can win the first trick in
either hand and then draw trumps in two rounds.
There is no benefit to playing spades straight away,
www.ebu.co.uk

At this point, South can deduce the location of
the tQ and the tJ, as long as East has not won her
honours in a deceptive way (false-carded). With
tAKQ, East is expected to win the first trick with
the tQ, so West is assumed to have the tQ. If West
had the tQJ, she is expected to lead the tQ, so East
is assumed to have the tJ. When East switches to
the ™J, then she can now be assumed to hold nine
points (™J and tAKJ).
Given that East passed as dealer, South can now
place the ´K with West. If this is the case, then there
will be a spade loser unless the ´K is singleton.
Thus, once South gains the lead, with the ™K for
example, he can try leading the ´J from the dummy.
When East follows with the ´2, South should still
rise with the ´A and will win 10 tricks when the ´K
falls underneath the ´A.
so you can cash your remaining club winners before
deciding what to do next.

´
™
t
®

AJ4
J5
KQ873
K62
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ K 10 6
™ A9
t A J 10 6 2
® AQ9

However, in the context of a full hand, you can
sometimes gather enough information to change
those odds, and this is such an example. When West
leads the t5, South makes the assumption that West
did not have a sequence to lead from. East wins the
first trick with the tK, then plays the tA.

At this point, you could try finessing spades either
way – leading towards the ´10 or the ´J, or you
could play out some more trumps, hoping to get
some help from the opponents discards (in 6NT,
you might as well cash all of your diamonds before
playing spades).
However, there is a 100% way to avoid a spade
guess when playing in 6t. Can you see what it is?
Instead of playing out your remaining trumps, or
tackling spades yourself, you can avoid a guess if
you can make the opponents play spades for you.
This can be achieved if you simply cash the ™A then
lose a heart trick. You should not mind which
opponent wins this trick. With no trumps left, they
can either play a club or a heart, both of which will
allow you to throw a spade from one hand and
trump in the other, or they will be forced to lead a
spade. Say West wins the second heart and leads a
spade, you play low from the dummy, to guarantee
a third winner, and the same applies if East wins the
second heart. This technique very neatly allows you
to make your slam without any guesswork.
r
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
n AUGUST 2019

2-11
5-8

Summer Meeting, Eastbourne
Summer Meeting, Really Easy Congress,
Eastbourne
17-18 U26 Championship Pairs, TGRs, London
20-22 Northern Midweek Congress, Harrogate
30-1 Junior Teach-In, Northampton
31-1 Crockfords Cup Final, Coventry

n SEPTEMBER 2019

2-6
6-15
7-8
13-15
13-15
14-15
14-28

EBED Autumn Sim Pairs
Guernsey Congress, Les Cotils
Bedford GP Congress, Wixams
Cornwall Congress, Bude
Isle of Man Congress, Douglas
Surrey GP weekend, Guildford
World Bridge Championships, Wuhan,
China
21-22 Essex/Herts Congress, Ware
28-29 Cumbria/Westmorland GP weekend,
Kendal
28-29 Derbyshire GP weekend, Spondon

n OCTOBER 2019

4-6

5-6
5-6
5-6
7-10
8-14
11-13
12-13
18-20
26-27
26-27
26-27

West of England Congress, Weston-superMare
Great Northern Swiss Pairs, Leeds
Felixstowe Congress
Premier League 1st weekend
British Autumn Swiss Pairs
Bridge Overseas Sicily Congress
Really Easy Autumn Break, Midsomer
Norton, Somerset
Gold Cup Finals, YCBC, London
Autumn Congress, Daventry
Lancashire Congress, Preston
Malvern Congress,
Premier League, 2nd weekend

n NOVEMBER 2019

1-3
1-3
1-3
8-10
9-10
14-16
16-17
22-24
28-8
30-1

Seniors Congress, Daventry
North-East Congress
European Open Trial, Stage 1
Torquay Congress
Premier League, 3rd weekend
Champions Cup, Bucharest, Romania
Tollemache Cup Qualifier, Daventry
European Open Trial, Stage 2
ACBL Nationals
Middlesex Congress

n DECEMBER 2019

14-15
20-22
27-30
28-30
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Teltscher Trophy Trials
Channel Trophy, Utrecht
Year-End Congress, London
Northern Year-End Congress

www.ebu.co.uk

EBU CONGRESSES AND COMPETITIONS
All events are Green Pointed unless stated
Enter via 01296 317203, comps@ebu.co.uk or at www.ebu.co.uk/members

Really Easy Congress
5 – 8 August
Devonshire Park, Eastbourne

For less experienced players – below
Master and lower than a Jack
Introductory day includes
supervised play & lesson
Pairs & Team competitions – BP

Northern Midweek
Congress

Stratified Championship
Pairs

20 – 22 August
Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate

Stratified Swiss Teams

Guernsey Congress
6-15 September
Les Cotils, St Peter Port

Great Northern
Swiss Pairs
5 – 6 October
Hilton Hotel, Leeds

Overseas Congress
8 – 14 October
Atahotel, Naxos Beach, Sicily

(Tues & Weds)
(Thurs)

Weekend Swiss Pairs & Teams
Weekday Pairs – BP
Midweek Senior events
Pivot & Multiple Teams – BP

Swiss Pairs
(12 rounds, Sat & Sun)

Improvers Swiss Pairs – BP
(Sun, 12 - 4.30pm, incl lunch)

Open Pairs – BP
Men’s, Ladies’, Mixed Pairs – BP
Pivot Teams – BP

Swiss Pairs, Swiss Teams

Autumn Congress
18 – 20 October
Mercure Hotel, Daventry

Seniors Congress
1 – 3 November
Mercure Hotel, Daventry

www.ebu.co.uk

Two Star Pairs
Swiss Pairs
Teams of Four
Championships
Championship Pairs
(qualifying rounds are BP)

Swiss Pairs
Swiss Teams
August 2019 English Bridge
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Bridge Apps

tested out by Laura Cecilia Porro

Digital Learning
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I

t’s over three years since our previous review of
bridge apps available on electronic devices. The
review can still be read on page 16 of:
https://view.pagetiger.com/asorighwougbperg/fjtyu
tyikti5e8.
In this issue, Laura Porro has revisited the subject
and focused on apps which help you learn bridge –
either from scratch, or to develop your technique
once you have mastered the basics.

BJ BRIDGE BEGINNER ACOL

containing a series of pre-saved deals, including
hands from international tournaments, so users can
play and compare their own score against the
champions. Users can save the hands they come
across during the play practice and amend them if
they wish to. Additionally, they can create hands
from scratch, through the built-in hand editor.
Lastly, they can upload deals from an existing .pbn
or .lin file and then load them to a table to play
them.

GRAPHICS: 2/5
The card design and colour scheme for the text
are not helpful due to the poor contrast created by
the colour choices. The screen appears very busy, as
it is crowded by too many buttons. The layout of the
hand editor makes it difficult to use it smoothly.

ACCESSIBILITY: 3.5/5

BJ Beginner Acol is a mobile-based application to
play bridge against the software’s artificial
intelligence (AI). With a Bluetooth connection, you
can also play with and/or against other users.
This app is for users who have an understanding
of the mechanics of bidding and play, and therefore
it is not suitable for complete beginners. The app’s
main focus is on bidding and playing. Its teaching
input consists of descriptions of the bids made by
the players (human and AI alike) and of the bids
recommended by the AI. Additionally, the hints
provide inferences that can be made from bidding
and play, bidding recaps, a list of unseen cards
during play and links to a glossary to explain the key
words.
BJ Beginner Acol’s distinguishing feature is that it
offers hand database management functions: users
can create, edit, save and load their own hands. On
download, the app comes with an existing database,
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The app’s functions are available offline as well as
online. The app is available on Android devices as
well as iOS and Amazon devices. The app
navigation is quite intuitive, but the user experience
is not fluid due to the crammed screen.

WHAT YOU GET: 4/5
All of the app’s functionalities are available for
free. Some additional functions can only be
accessed through the Pro version of the app, which
can be purchased for £3.99. For instance, the Pro
version allows users to customise their convention
card and practise specific bidding conventions.
On the other hand, BJ Beginner Acol is based on
the EBED first year student course, with a limited
number of conventions.
The BJ app series includes two more apps, in
addition to the one reviewed here and the Pro
version just mentioned: BJ Bridge Free (2019) and
BJ Bridge Standard American 2019. The former
moves the learner to Benji Acol and introduces
conventions.
www.ebu.co.uk

CUSTOMISABILITY: 4/5

BRIDGE BANDIT

BJ Beginner Acol allows users to customise a
number of features, such as the speed of card
movement’s animation, the card selection mode
and the speed of progress to the next trick. Users
can also choose their preferred background colour
and the size of the cards. The most interesting
customisation options for learners include:
stopping opponents from bidding to practise
uncontested auctions; displaying the number of
HCP in one’s hand; and showing more or less
extensive explanations/inferences.

Bridge Bandit is a
mobile-based application
with
three
main
functionalities: learn how
to play bridge; practise
against the app’s artificial
intelligence; and play
bridge against other users.
The learning functionality
consists of seven free
lessons, which come with
the app when it is
downloaded.
These
lessons cover the basic
concepts
of
bridge
bidding and play. Three more lessons are available
for purchase on more advanced topics.

TEACHING LEVEL: 2/5
The app is intended for those who can already
play and focuses on practice and revision. The
bidding commentary and hints only describe the
bids that have been made and the bid
recommended by the AI. In other words, users
cannot ask the software to describe what alternative
bids would mean.
During play, the app provides comments which
make helpful inferences about the number of points
across the table and the cards which have not yet
been played. However, some of the tips are
inaccurate: for instance, when defending, the app
does not always suggest the right card to play.

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE: 2/5
During the auction, the AI’s recommendation for
what the user should bid is sometimes inaccurate.
The AI’s bidding is not refined and can land users in
the wrong contract (see publisher’s remarks below).
When it comes to play, the playing tips are rather
confusing and the AI’s defensive play is below
average.

Overall mark: 2.9
App store rating: 4.5/5
Google Play rating 4/5
BJ Beginner Acol’s most interesting feature is the
hand database. This is a useful functionality,
especially because it is available offline and on
mobile devices. This can be particularly helpful for
teachers on the move.

Publisher’s remarks:
BJ Beginner Acol runs in tandem with the Bridge
for All Foundation level book published by EBED,
and its systems reflect that. Using only simple
natural bidding systems means that the best
contract will not always be reached.
www.ebu.co.uk

The practice mode has five available topics:
minibridge; declarer play; defence; slams; and
unusual hands (very unbalanced distributions).
When users play against other players online, their
scores are recorded and saved, and players are
ranked on this basis.

GRAPHICS: 5/5
Bridge Bandit’s design is modern and clear. The
graphics choices across the app, including cards,
text and symbols are pleasant and easy to read.

ACCESSIBILITY: 4/5
Navigating the app is easy and intuitive. The
practice mode is available offline. Games against
other players require an internet connection.
Lessons are available to use offline after they have
been downloaded. The app has two versions: one
for Android and one for IOS.

WHAT YOU GET: 4/5
The functionalities to practise and play online
against other users are available free of charge. Most
topics in the learning section are also free. Three
more advanced topics come for a charge, ranging
between around £2 and £3 each.

CUSTOMISABILITY: 3.5/5
The users’ options to customise Bridge Bandit’s
appearance and behaviour are limited to a choice of
colour scheme (which includes the background).
On the other hand, users have a much broader
range of options to choose the bidding system
amongst the app’s default (5-card major based), a
natural simple system (5-card majors based), 2/1,
Standard American, Acol, Precision and Polish.
Cont/. . .
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Within each system, users can further tweak specific
aspects, such as the carding methods, the artificial
intelligence’s style and conventions.

TEACHING LEVEL: 3/5
The lessons consist of a recorded voice which
takes users through the content. The screen
automatically displays relevant content as the
virtual teacher explains concepts and techniques.
The lessons are interactive and users can test their
understanding by answering questions throughout
each lesson. The spoken text is not displayed on the
screen and is not available for download. The topics
available are limited to the basics and there is a
significant gap between the free topics (which cover
the basics) and the ones available for purchase
(which are advanced).
In practice mode, descriptions of the bids’
meanings (both users’ and robots’) are available
during the auction. Once the auction is over it can
be reviewed but the bids’ meanings are not visible
anymore during play.
When defending, the app highlights the meaning
of one’s own and partner’s cards, through icons
which appear on the screen, to represent whether
the card played showed attitude or count. The idea
is good, however the icon’s animation is too quick
for learners to take its meaning in. Once the
animation has disappeared it cannot be retrieved.
Overviews of the bidding systems available in the
app can be downloaded. This is a helpful and well
designed document.

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE: 3/5
The artificial intelligence’s defence is rather
sloppy.

Overall mark: 3.7
App store rating: 3.5/5
Google Play rating: 4/5
The learning approach through interactive audio
lessons aims to move away from teaching methods
which rely on large amounts of written text.
However, Bridge Bandit does not quite meet
modern users’ need for ‘bite size’ learning. The
explanations are long and the lack of any written
materials means learners cannot miss a word: this is
not ideal for those who would like to learn ‘on the
go’, for instance while travelling.
Nonetheless, Bridge Bandit has a good structure
and content and as such has the potential to become
a great learning platform with appropriate future
developments.
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BRIDGE BARON
Bridge Baron is a
mobile-based application
to play bridge and
practice. For the purposes
of this article, the review
focuses on the app’s
practice
functionality
which helps users learn
and improve their game.
Players can choose to
practise four specific
topics: part scores, games,
slams, and no trumps.
Bridge Baron’s teaching
input consists of bidding
tips, bidding reviews and play tips. The app assumes
a substantial level of pre-existing bridge knowledge
and is thus not recommended for beginners.

GRAPHICS: 3/5
The cards and text are generally clear. The bidding
box graphics are not helpful and makes the bids
difficult to read. The overall layout could be more
elegant.

ACCESSIBILITY: 3/5
Bridge Baron is available for Android as well as
IOS devices. The practice functionality of the app is
available offline, while the online games require an
internet connection.
The navigation of the app is not intuitive and the
options to move across different parts of the app are
limited: for instance, players can leave a deal only at
the end of the auction. Additionally, there is no
separate screen to review a hand at the end: users
need to replay the hand and choose to view all
hands to look at the whole deal. There is no double
dummy analysis and it is not possible to review how
the play went.

WHAT YOU GET: 0/5
The app costs £12.99 on the Play Store and £19.99
on the App Store.

CUSTOMISABILITY: 4.5/5
Players can choose amongst a broad selection of
systems, each of which comes with three options
depending on the desired level of difficulty (basic,
intermediate and advanced), including: SAYC; 2/1;
Standard American with strong twos; Standard
American with weak twos; Precision; Acol; and
French style 5-card major.
Players can also tune the skill level of the
www.ebu.co.uk

computer’s AI up or down, according to what kind
of challenge they are looking for.
Moreover, users can modify other aspects of the
app, such as who is dealer, who is dealt the best
hand, and some of the app’s behaviours, such as
animations and card selection mode.

TEACHING LEVEL: 2/5
During bidding and play, users can ask for
suggestions on the best course of action. Bidding
hints describe the recommended bid, with suit
length and points shown by the bid. Conventional
bids are described with their name only. It is not
possible to visualise an explanation of opponents’
or partner’s bid as the auction is in progress. The
full bidding interpretation, which covers partner’s
as well as opponents’ bids, is available only during
the play of the hand.
Play hints highlight the recommended card in a
different colour, but do not explain why that card is
suggested.
Occasionally the hands do not match the topic
chosen (eg suit contracts appear in the no trump
section).

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE: 1/5
The software’s bidding is often inaccurate and the
hand evaluation is basic. The defensive line chosen
by the AI is not always the optimal one. Users can
choose to allow the computer to ‘cheat’, letting it
look at all four hands.

Overall mark: 2.2
App store rating: 3/5
Google Play rating: 3.9/5
Bridge Baron’s main focus is not about teaching
users to play bridge, so the application does not
score very well on this front. Learners who would
like support to learn more about the various aspects
of the game would probably not find enough input
from Bridge Baron.

KIDA
Kida is a mobile-based
app which teaches users
how to take tricks. It
assumes no knowledge
of bridge or any other
card game and builds
gradually from the core
concept of card ranking
(from the ace down to
the two). Users are
presented with card
combinations they need
to solve: all four hands
are shown, together with
a target to achieve for a
partnership (eg NS win
three tricks) and on this basis players choose the
best line of play, selecting cards from all four hands.
Kida is unique in the range of learning tools
currently available, due to its effective learning
approach: puzzles get more complicated in such a
gradual way, that users do not need to read any
explanations or manual. The first combinations
have two cards for each player, in only one suit.
Then the number of cards and suits increases. As
they carry on playing, users are slowly exposed to
the main bridge trick taking techniques, from
following suit, to ruffing, all the way up to advanced
manoeuvres such as uppercuts and squeezes.
This app can be used by any learners. Beginners
will benefit from focusing on and practising a
specific aspect of the game (taking tricks), and
gaining confidence in managing suit combinations.
The app helps beginners visualise the four hands
and understand how the clockwise sequence of play
has an impact on the best course of action.
Additionally, improvers can enjoy the more
challenging levels and transfer the knowledge they
acquire through the app to real hands. Improvers
can use the app to support their learning journey as
they are introduced to the more advanced playing
techniques during the courses they attend. As
mentioned above, isolating the trick-taking
mechanism from the distractions of bidding can
help consolidate one’s understanding of a playing
technique.
A key target audience of the app is younger
learners. This cohort will be drawn in by the
attractive design, the short length of each puzzle,
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the competitive aspect of comparing one’s time
with the other users’ average and the quick feedback
loop. This app can play a key role in showing a
younger population how much fun the game can
be, aiming to ‘hook them’ so that they will later want
to explore the fuller version of the game.

GRAPHICS: 4.5/5
The graphics are clear and helpful. The contrast and
fonts make it easy to read. Cards have an interesting
design.

ACCESSIBILITY: 4/5
The app navigation is intuitive and few buttons
take the users easily around the functions. The
whole content is available offline. The software is
available on Android devices only.

WHAT YOU GET: 5/5
All content is free, which consists of six levels with
52 puzzles in each.

CUSTOMISABILITY: 2/5
Users have limited scope to change the
appearance and behaviour of the app. They can
turn the app sounds on and off and choose the app
language. It is not possible to modify the
background colours, card face design, or the
selecting/clicking type for the card plays.

TEACHING LEVEL: 5/5
A very short introduction is available, explaining
what tricks are and showing the card ranking. This
is the only guidance provided: the teaching emerges
from the progressive puzzles. Learning happens
gradually, as more cards and suits are introduced,
one step at a time.

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE: 5/5
Users can request a hint, which suggests the first
card to play, to get off to the right start of each
puzzle. When users have completed a puzzle, the
app provides instant feedback as to whether the
target was accomplished or not. The app recognises
if the user is not playing fair for both sides (eg
playing an king under an ace).

Overall mark: 4/5
App store rating: 4/5
Google Play rating 4.8/5
Regardless of your level of experience and
knowledge, it is highly recommended to give this a
try and keep it on your phone. If you are taking
your first steps in bridge, you will enjoy the learning
methodology. If you are already a player, you will
find it quite addictive and will appreciate how
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complicated play problems are broken down in a
clever way.

Publisher’s remarks:
We are currently developing a second app for a
game called Hool which is easy to learn but difficult
to master. It is an alternative to MiniBridge which is
just a teaching tool, and gives players a real feeling
for bridge, making their onward journey effortless.
A physical copy of Hool can be downloaded from:
youth.worldbridge.org/category/teaching/hool/
The app is coming soon.

LEARN BRIDGE
Learn Bridge is a
mobile-based app to
learn how to play bridge
from
scratch.
The
learning approach is
through a series of
interactive lessons. Each
chapter contains text
accompanied
by
diagrams with bids and
card combinations, which
illustrate the concepts .
Some
diagrams
are
animated, for instance to
show the sequence of
card play. Additionally, explanations are
accompanied by interactive questions, which users
can answer to test their understanding and memory.
This app is suitable for learners at various stages
of their journey, from complete beginners through
to improvers. The available topics focus on bidding
techniques, more than card play. The basic
mechanics of card play are covered in the
introductory chapter.

GRAPHICS: 4/5
The layout of the app is clean and clear. The text
size and contrast make it easy to read. The diagrams
have a good resolution and are easy to see. The
animations are easy to follow.

ACCESSIBILITY: 3/5
The app is easy and intuitive to navigate and all
content is available offline. The app is available on
iOS as well as Android.
The page navigation within each chapter could be
smoother. Users can go back and forth only one
page at a time. Under each topic, the list of chapters
is displayed, with reading progress clearly
www.ebu.co.uk

highlighted, but when a chapter is opened it goes
back to page 1. This makes returning to where one
left off rather cumbersome (see publisher’s remarks
below).

WHAT YOU GET: 3/5
The app comes with two free lessons included,
which take learners up to opener’s rebid and
responder’s rebid (focus on suit auctions rather
than NT opening bids). Additional lesson packages
are £2.79 each.

CUSTOMISABILITY: 2/5
The app teaches bidding using a 5-card major and
strong NT method. This cannot be changed. It is
not possible to change the font size or app colour
scheme, except for the colours of the suit symbols.

TEACHING LEVEL: 5/5
If you are learning the 5-card major system the
lessons are clear, written in a pithy, effective style.
Emphasis and summaries are used to highlight key
concepts. Numerous examples and quizzes illustrate
techniques and allow the user to meaningfully
interact and test their understanding on the go.

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE: N/A
Overall mark: 3.4
App store rating: 5/5
Google Play rating 4.2/5
Learn Bridge offers an interesting learning
approach, which caters to visual and kinaesthetic
learners alike. The explanations, diagrams and
demonstrations particularly appeal to the former
group of students, while the practical activities will
engage the latter. This app represents the natural
evolution of traditional ‘learning from a book’,
adapted to a digital world. Most learners in England
will be taught Acol and a weak NT, so this would not
be useful for practice.

Publisher’s remarks:
The software now returns you to the place where
you left in the chapter. Our plans are to write one
more bidding lesson, then add more on declarer
play and defence.

NEURALPLAY
NeuralPlay is a mobilebased application to play
bridge against the app’s
software.
Users
can
choose amongst several
game options (bid and
play, just bid, just play)
and scoring methods
(matchpoints,
rubber,
teams). The app also has a
deal editor and a deal
database, where users can
edit, save, share, import
and export hands.
A broad range of learners can enjoy NeuralPlay. It
is not suitable for complete beginners as it assumes
knowledge of the mechanics of the game and the
rules of bidding. It is suggested that players engage
with the app after around six months of lessons.
From that point onwards, learners as well as regular
players can enjoy using the app. Those who are still
familiarising themselves with bidding can use the
‘hint’ facility to be reminded of and learn new bids,
while those who play more regularly can test their
choice against the software’s recommended action.
Although it is possible to practise playing and
bidding in the app, for those who are looking to
learn, the app offers more opportunity to improve
one’s bidding rather than play.

GRAPHICS: 4/5
The card design, resolution and contrast are clear.
The font is clearly readable.

ACCESSIBILITY: 4/5
The app is available on android devices. The
navigation is intuitive and the screen is clean: the
most important buttons are always visible, while
less frequently used options are available through a
separate menu, which maximises the screen area
where the hand is displayed.
Almost all functions are available offline. A sign
in and an internet connection are required to
compare one’s results against other users.

WHAT YOU GET: 5/5
The whole content and functionality of the app is
free. It is possible to pay to remove the ads from the
app.

CUSTOMISABILITY: 5/5
The app offers a broad choice of convention
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cards. Some are pre-compiled (SAYC, 2/1, Precision,
Acol, 5-card majors-based beginners) and in
addition users have the option of defining their own
convention card, picking among options such as
weak/strong twos, Jacoby, Gerber, defences against
NT openings, Blackwood variations and two-suited
overcalls.
To focus their learning, players can choose the
hand characteristics (balanced, unbalanced, points’
distribution across the table), to practise specific
hand types and conventions.
Users have several options to customise the
appearance and behaviour of the app, including the
animations, card graphics, colours, hand display
options, card play methods and app layout.

NO FEAR BRIDGE
No Fear Bridge is a comprehensive website which
covers all aspects of the game (bid, play, defence),
for a broad range of learners, from those who have
never played before through to those who have
already attended a few years of lessons.

TEACHING LEVEL: 3.5/5
Bidding hints and explanations are available
during the bidding: these are comprehensive and
overall accurate. Players can visualise the meanings
of all available bids and make their choice, as well as
ask for the app’s suggestion. Learning happens
through reading the meanings of the bids.
During play, users can ask for hints on what to
play next, but these are not explained.

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE: 2/5

The website offers a great variety of learning
activities, to suit different learning styles, and it
includes:
D weekly bidding and leads
competitive ladder scoring;

quizzes

with

D declarer play, bidding, defence at any level (from
novice to advanced);

The play tips are often wrong, even when users
choose the strongest artificial intelligence level. The
software’s bidding is simple and usually too
aggressive. The software’s defence is not accurate.
The app has a double dummy solver which shows
the double dummy analysis for just the contract
that was bid and only with the lead from the actual
play (or from the best lead). It is thus not possible to
view which other contracts could be made, except
for the number of tricks in the contract that has
been bid.

D opening leads practice;

Overall mark: 3.9
App store rating: not available
Google Play rating 4.4/5

No Fear Bridge is a website and therefore
available only through an internet connection. It is
intuitive to use and navigate. It is possible to access
the website both from desktop and from mobile
devices. The website does not have a dedicated
‘mobile version’, which means the structure of the
page appears in the same way on large screens as
well as small screens. This means that using the
website on phones is not as smooth as on a large
screen.

The users most likely to enjoy using this app are
players in the initial stages of their learning journey,
who would like to consolidate their bidding
practice, and those who would like to try a different
bidding system, with step-by-step guidance. Players
who have been learning for a few years and more
experienced players can still enjoy the practice, but
the limited skills of NeuralPlay’s artificial
intelligence are likely to frustrate these user groups.

Publisher’s remarks:
We are working on expert level bidding and play
for more advanced players.
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D declarer play practice; defence and bidding
practice; and interactive tutorials (lessons).
Users are able to track their own progress, create
their own database of favourite hands on the site
and can thus use No Fear Bridge to accompany
them into their learning journey over the years.

GRAPHICS: 4/5
The graphics of the website are simple and clear.

ACCESSIBILITY: 4/5

WHAT YOU GET: 3/5
Very little content is available for free. Users can
get a free two week trial with full access to all of the
interactive content before deciding whether to
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purchase the subscription to the full content which
costs £54 a year. EBED students qualify for a 25%
discount and an extended six week free trial,
available through the Student Zone.

CUSTOMISABILITY:
This is not considered relevant on a website.

TEACHING LEVEL: 5/5
The explanations are clear, comprehensive and
accurate. In learning activities which are scored,
users do not just get a ‘right or wrong’ feedback: the
comments are nuanced and take into account all
aspects of a user’s decision. So for instance, users
can get 10/10 points for a completely correct answer
and 8/10 for a partly correct answer, all the way
down to zero for a completely wrong answer.
Teachers are offered free membership. There is a
Teacher Zone with an extensive range of printable
resources for teachers (over 2000 hands which are
rotatable and can also be exported for dealing
machines), plus printable quizzes for classroom use.
Teachers should email help@nofearbridge.co.uk to
be added.

VUBRIDGE
VuBridge is a website to learn to play bridge. It
offers an extensive library of prepared hands,
designed by experts. Learners follow the path
prepared by the authors, which means that wrong
bids or plays are not accepted. Interactive
comments through pop up boxes on the screen steer
players in the right direction and provide helpful
tips. Comment boxes appear on the side of the
hand, requiring users to think before bidding or
playing a card. This feature is called Think & Click.
After users have clicked, the answer is provided so
that they can check their understanding and decide
the best course of action.
The website is suitable for learners at all levels,
including complete beginners.

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE:
The hands are pre-prepared, so no artificial
intelligence is required.

Overall mark: 4/5
App store rating: No dedicated app
Google Play rating: No dedicated app
No Fear Bridge is the best digital learning
platform currently available. It is suitable for all
levels of learners, from complete beginners to
advanced, and it caters for a range of different
learning styles. No Fear Bridge’s database of
hands/exercises/practice activities is vast and ever
expanding. As mentioned above, users can save
their favourite materials and thus create a personal
database within No Fear Bridge, which will
accompany them in their learning journey.

Publisher’s remarks:
Full mobile compatibility is on my To Do list. We
do have a large font option for playing hands on
mobile phones.

GRAPHICS: 2/5
The contrast is not always helpful to improve
readability. The resolution of card images is low.
The general approach to graphics is not very
modern or elegant.

ACCESSIBILITY: 2.5/5
VuBridge is a website that can be accessed
through desktop or mobile devices. It is thus only
available via an internet connection.
The navigation of the website is not always
intuitive or smooth. On smaller screens, users have
to scroll up and down to move between the ‘Think
and click’ area and the play area, which can make
the play experience a little fiddly.

WHAT YOU GET: 2/5
Samples of the activities are available for free.
VuBridge offers special deals to EBU students (24
lessons with 20 hands each plus a quiz for £34.95,
available for two years). Various subscription
options start at £35 per bundle and users can
choose amongst a broad selection of topics. Each
topic (called ‘issue’) contains an introduction, a
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quiz and practice hands.

GRAPHICS: 3/5

CUSTOMISABILITY: 2/5

The buttons, size of text and resolution are clear.
The icons on the buttons are not very elegant and
their design is not attractive.

Users can choose their preferred bidding system
between Acol and Standard American.

TEACHING LEVEL: 5/5

ACCESSIBILITY: 2.5/5

The teaching input provided by VuBridge is
extensive and thorough. Users can improve their
knowledge and understanding of the game through
a range of activities, including play practice, quizzes
and written explanations. This ensures that several
learning styles are catered for. The commentaries
provided are a step by step description of each bid
and card played, thus providing learners with an
excellent level of guidance.

Some features, for instance the solo games against
robots, are available offline. Upon creating an
account, users can access the online games against
other users. The app is fairly easy to navigate
although some parts of it are not intuitive. For
instance it is not always obvious what function an
icon represents. The hints button, which is a key
function for learners, is only accessible through a
separate menu, which makes the user experience
less smooth.

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE:

WHAT YOU GET: 5/5

The hands are pre-prepared, so no artificial
intelligence is required.

Overall mark: 2.7
App store rating: No dedicated app
Google Play rating: No dedicated app
VuBridge is an effective way to learn to play
bridge and its approach is particularly suited to
those who enjoy a high level of hand holding
through their learning journey. VuBridge’s setup
works best on a desktop and as such it is ideal for
those who set time aside to sit down for their daily
dose of bridge. It is less effective for those who
prefer to learn on the move, or would like to absorb
information in a bite-size way.

WEWEWEB BRIDGE
WeWeWeb Bridge is a
mobile-based
application, with two
main parts: games against
the app’s software and
online competitive games
against other users. For
the purposes of this
review, the focus is on the
former
functionality,
which allows users to
learn bridge. This app is
suitable for learners who
are already familiar with
the basics of the game and who have attended
around six months of lessons. It is not geared to
guide complete beginners.
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The app, its contents and functionality are wholly
available for free.

CUSTOMISABILITY: 4/5
Users can customise several aspects of the app,
including some of its behaviours such as sound
effects, background colours, and font and card size.
There is also a selection of convention cards to
choose from: SAYC, Acol, Precision, 2/1 and English
modern Acol.

TEACHING LEVEL: 2.5/5
During the auction it is possible to view the
meanings of all available bids, which are described
in a simplistic way. There is also a function to review
the inferences one can make from the bids made so
far. The app provides suggestions as to the
recommended
course
of
action.
The
recommendations are generally accurate.
During play it is possible to view the cards that
have been played, the cards remaining in the hidden
hands and a suggestion of what the robot would
play next. The play suggestions are basic and based
on general principles (eg counting the number of
winners and leading partner’s suit), rather than
specific to the current situation. At the end, it is
possible to review the deal, going through the play
as it went and also following the suggestions on how
the robot would have played.

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE: 2/5
The software’s defence is not accurate and there
are no agreed defence mechanisms, such as carding
methods.

Overall mark: 3.1
App store rating: not available from App Store
Google Play rating 4/5
www.ebu.co.uk

WeWeWeb Bridge does not aim to be a learning
software and therefore this functionality is only
developed up to a point. The app focuses more on
enabling people to have games against other users
online.

WIZBRIDGE
WizBridge is a mobile-based app to play
minibridge. It offers three types of play mode:
DPractice - users play with and against the
computer, and can undo and view all four hands.
DStrict - users play with and against the computer
without undos or other help.
DDuplicate - eight users play the same 8-hand set
over 90 minutes and their results are compared.

TEACHING LEVEL: 4/5
WizBridge+ includes minibridge guides, which
explain the mechanics of the game, the scoring, and
the main basic concepts such as suit ranks, trumps
and card playing techniques. These guides consist of
written text, accompanied by diagrams.
During the choice of contract, users are
automatically shown suggestions to reconsider their
choice, if the software thinks they are making a
mistake. These are accurate and helpful. During the
play, users can choose amongst a range of help
options, which include viewing: the previous trick;
the original number of HCP declared by each hand;
the number of missing HCP; the missing honours;
and the missing cards.

BRIDGE INTELLIGENCE: 3/5
The artificial intelligence’s defence is not always
accurate.

Overall mark: 2.9
App store rating: 4/5
Google Play rating: Just launched

WizBridge is suitable for learners of all ability
levels, including complete beginners. It is
particularly geared towards players at the initial
stages of their learning journey, as it focuses on
minibridge.

WizBridge+ is one of the very few apps that focus
on minibridge. It is a useful tool to support learners
at the beginning of their journey to become bridge
players. This app can be used in two ways: on the
one hand, to effectively complement face-to-face
sessions; and on the other hand, to guide selfdirected learners who prefer to learn on their own.

GRAPHICS: 3.5/5
The graphics are simple and clear. The colour
choices do not always provide the best contrast and
this has a negative impact on readability.

ACCESSIBILITY: 3.5/5
Practice and strict modes are available offline.
Duplicates are only available online. The app is
overall easy to use and it is intuitive to navigate.
WizBridge is available on IOS devices, and has
recently been launched on Android too.

WHAT YOU GET: 3.5/5
All play modes are free. The app comes with a set
of pre-installed hands. When users run out they can
purchase more hands: a range of options are
available depending on the size of the hand bundle
being purchased.

CUSTOMISABILITY: 2/5
There are two colourways.
www.ebu.co.uk

NEW PREMISES FOR LEICESTER
Congratulations
to
Leicestershire’s County
Bridge Club which
moved to wonderful
new larger premises in
May. It has operated in
Leicester for 58 years, and the move will allow it
to house city, county and regional events. Gordon
Rainsford, the EBU’s CEO cut the ribbon, and the
club celebrated with an open Swiss pairs the
following day.
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ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS ON PAGE 20

by David Bird

Beat Today’s Experts

click
link

1. E/W Game. Dealer East

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
AK6
KJ5
10 8 7 6 5
72

Q932
42
AKQ4
QJ3
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

West
Bune

North
Bucknall

1t
3NT

Dble
All Pass

´
™
t
®

team did exceptionally well. Here they face Denmark. Can
you guess what Bucknell’s double meant? It makes the
current writer feel extremely old to tell you that it showed
9+ points and 4 spades. They use this method at the onelevel and somehow make do without take-out doubles.

J74
A 10 7 6
93
A K 10 4

10 8 5
Q983
J2
9865
East
Thomsen
1®
1NT

South
Price
Pass
Pass

Price led the ´5, and the favourable lie of the club suit
meant that this was the only lead to beat the contract!
North won with the ´Q and switched to the t4. South won
with the tJ and played another spade. The contract went
one down.
West
Ye

North
Plejdrup

1´
2NT

Pass
All Pass

East
Kennedy
1®
1NT

South
Lahrmann
Pass
Pass

Ye’s 1´ denied four spades. England won 6 IMPs for +120
on a heart lead.

Awards: 1NT (10), 2NT (8), 3NT (5).
Our first few deals come from the White
House Juniors event, where the England

2. Love All. Dealer West

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
53
A
A987542
J65
´
™
t
®

West
Norton
1t
Pass
4t

A Q 10 7 4 2
10 9
K6
10 7 3
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
986
QJ8432
10
842

North
Bijstervel
2´
Pass
Pass

East
Natt
Dble
Dble
5t

KJ
K765
QJ3
AKQ9

South
Coppens
3´
Pass
All Pass

England faced the top qualifier, the
Netherlands, in the quarter-finals. Norton
44 English Bridge August 2019

opened with a one-bid, which has my full approval. 3NT
would have gone down on a spade lead, and the England
pair did well to find 5t. Norton won the ™10 lead and
played the tA. The king did not fall, and he crossed to the
®A to ditch both his spade losers for an overtrick.
West
Overbeeke
1t
Pass
4t
5´

North
Ye
2´
Pass
Pass
Pass

East
Westerbeek
Dble
Dble
4NT
6t

South
Kennedy
3´
Pass
Pass
All Pass

East bid a rose-tinted 4NT, his partner showing two keycards and the tQ (on account of his extra diamond
length). The diamond slam was against the odds. Ye
grabbed a trick with his ´A. Declarer won the ™10 switch
and crossed to the ´K to take a trump finesse. That was one
down and 10 IMPs to England, who won by 75-39.

Awards: 5t (10), 6t (8), 6NT/3NT (4).
www.ebu.co.uk

3. N/S Game. Dealer South

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
KQJ
10 9 4 3
AQ95
A6

9742
KJ65
763
94

´
™
t
S
®
A 10 8 6 5 3
Q8
J4
10 7 3
N

W

´
™
t
®

E

West
North
Thomsen Ye

East
Bune

2NT
4™

4®
6®

3™
Dble

–
A72
K 10 8 2
KQJ852

South
Kennedy
2t
Pass
All Pass

England met Denmark again in the semi-finals and had a
terrible first half. Some wayward bidding and a poor
opening lead from a king left Denmark with a 55-18 lead.
Could our team possibly fight back from such a position?
Ye gave it a try with a risky pass-or-correct 3™ response. He
then doubled 4™ for the opening lead. Bune pressed on to
6® and Kennedy’s indicated lead of the ™Q was the only
one to beat the slam. An excellent start.
West
Norton

North
Plejdrup

East
Natt

1NT
3®
3NT
4NT

Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

2´
3´
4®

South
Lahrmann
Pass
Dble
Pass
Pass

Natt’s 2´ was a transfer to clubs and his 3´ showed a
shortage. Norton was not attracted to a high club contract
with his ´KQJ facing short spades. Twelve tricks were
made on a spade lead to South’s 10, and England gained 11
IMPs.

Awards: 6t (10), 7t/6® (6), games (5).

4. Game All. Dealer South

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
K 10 9 7 5 4
J 10 5 4
–
J97
´
™
t
®

J63
98
KJ76
Q843
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AQ2
AKQ3
A Q 10 8 3
A

8
762
9542
K 10 6 5 2

West
Lahrmann

North
Norton

Pass
2t
3´
5®
6´

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
South
Plejdrup Natt
Pass
2®
Pass
3t
Pass
4NT
Pass
5NT
Pass

With three boards remaining, England had played
splendidly to close the margin to 67-57. This board offered
a chance to take the lead. Denmark stopped in 6´ when
West showed one key-card and then denied the tK. Could
Kennedy and Ye bid the grand slam? (The thirteenth trick
would come from a club ruff.)
West
Kennedy

North
Thomsen

East
Ye

2t
3t
4™
5®
6´

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

2NT
3™
4NT
5NT

South
Bune
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

England fans cheered when Kennedy opened a vulnerable
multi on the West cards. His 3t rebid showed spades, and
Ye’s 3™ promised 25+ points. If West’s 4™ was natural, East
was close to being able to count 13 tricks. The bidding
eventually stopped short when the tK was denied.
Denmark won a great match by 83-57.
Awards: 7´/7™ (10), 6NT/6´/6™ (7), games (3).
Cont/...

www.ebu.co.uk
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Alex Hydes were in the Wolfson team. Their opponents,
Nickell, had won nearly all the previous rounds of the
knockout by 90 IMPs or more.

5. Love All. Dealer South

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
10 7 6 4
AQJ
AK86
75

QJ3
10 6
Q J 10 2
AJ83

´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

Crouch opened a 14-16 point 1NT and rebid 2™ over
partner’s transfer response. Hydes’ 3t continuation was a
game-try (or slam-try) including six hearts. West’s 3´
accepted the game-try and left space for control-bidding if
East had a slam in mind.

A92
K87532
7
942

Crouch won the diamond lead and ditched a spade on
the second diamond winner. When he led a club, the
defenders won and played two more rounds. A club ruff in
his hand brought declarer’s total to ten, for +420.

K85
94
9543
K Q 10 6

West
Crouch

North
Levin

East
Hydes

1NT
2™
3´

Pass
Pass
Pass

2t
3t
4™

South
Weinstein
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

Our last two deals come from the final of
the prestigious Vanderbilt Trophy, contested
in Memphis. England’s Peter Crouch and

AK97
A3
Q863
A K 10

West
Crouch
1®
2´
3®
6´

North
Rodwell
Pass
1t
Pass
Pass
All Pass

W

E

´
™
t
®

East
Hydes
Pass
1NT
2NT
3´

North
Becker

East
Nickell

1t
2™

Pass
All Pass

1™

South
Kamil
Pass
Pass

Katz raised the hearts, easily best as I see it, but Nickell did
not make a try facing the expected 12-14 points. It was a 6IMP swing to Wolfson.

Awards: 4™ (10), 3NT (7), part-scores (5).
with a prestigious Vanderbilt Trophy to their names?

6. Love All. Dealer North
´
™
t
®

West
Katz

Q 10 8 6 4
QJ85
K
Q52
South
Meckstroth
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

The last 15-board set started with Wolfson
leading by 82-61. Meckstroth and Rodwell
are famous for their match-winning late
surges. Would Crouch and Hydes emerge

This deal illustrates the effort that the England pair has
put into their system. 1® was a strong club and the 1NT
response was forcing to game with at least 4-4 shape in the
major suits. 2´ enquired and 2NT showed five spades. 3®
asked for a shortage and 3´ showed a diamond singleton.
Crouch had heard enough and leapt to 6´. He was hoping
for the ™K rather than the tK. Rodwell led the tA and a
subsequent heart finesse succeeded. Hurray!
West
Levin
Dble
3´

North
Becker
2t
Pass
Pass

East
Weinstein
Pass
3t
4´

South
Kamil
Pass
Pass
All Pass

It was 11 IMPs to Wolfson, who won the 2019 Vanderbilt
by 127-102. A magnificent win.

Awards: 6´/5´/4´ (10), 4NT/3NT (7), 6NT (2).

Our experts collect a sturdy 48/60, which will have been hard for you to beat. Here are some bidding tips.

TIPS TO REMEMBER
D It is better to have a thorough knowledge of a fairly simple bidding system than an unreliable memory
of a complex one. However, to succeed at the very highest level, perhaps in international play, you will
need a system that can cope with most of the deals and situations that you are likely to encounter.
D Some players pride themselves on never raising 1NT to 2NT. Remember that when partner shows 1214, he is nearly twice as likely to hold 12 as 14. With 11 points, a raise to 3NT is likely to be an overbid.
D The purpose of weak-two bids is pre-emption ‒ to cause problems. Many players look for excuses not
to open, particularly when vulnerable. Their opponents are given too easy a ride.
r
46 English Bridge August 2019

www.ebu.co.uk

European Junior Championships

by Ben Norton

Norwegian Nuggets

T

he
27th
European
Youth
Teams
Championships, held near Oslo in the
beautiful countryside of Norway, were
largely successful for England. The U21s and U16s
brought home bronze medals and automatic
qualification for the World Championships next
year. Unfortunately, the U26 Women didn’t quite
make the cut – only six teams qualify in their
category.
In the toughest event, the U26s started slowly,
hovering around 15th place. A pattern was
emerging. We would lose the first match of the day
and win the rest, picking up a few victory points a
time and slowly but surely improving our position
on the leaderboard. When it came to the final day,
we were 10 VPs behind the Czech Republic – who
occupied eighth place – the last qualifying position.
We had a tough run-out, facing Poland, Ireland
and the Netherlands. We hoped for a big win against
Ireland and good results against the others, who
were both vying for medals. We just had to keep it
together and play our game. The missed
opportunities of the last week no longer mattered.
Lo and behold, we managed 49.54 VPs out of a
possible 60, including a 20-0 demolition of the
Irish, to snatch eighth spot at the very last, by a mere
0.56 VPs! Here’s a good hand from an early stage:

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ 10 7
™ 7
t A Q 10 9 4
® AQJ87
K832
´ J964
N
Q863
™ A54
W
E
–
t KJ875
S
10 9 6 5 4
® 2
´ AQ5
™ K J 10 9 2
t 632
® K3
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West

North
Kennedy

East

Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

2t
3®
3´

Pass
Pass
Pass

South
Ye
1™
2NT
3t
3NT

We had a big win against Croatia in round four,
due in no small part to Tony Ye’s smart play on this
hand. He and Stephen Kennedy conducted a
controlled auction to 3NT after North temporised
with 3´. If South had weaker spades, they would
stay off the no trump game, but Ye was happy with
his spade tenace.
West led the ´2 to the 10, jack and queen. Ye had
seven top tricks and the diamond suit seemed the
place to go looking for the rest, but see what
happens if declarer pursues that line. When West
shows out, declarer can take the tA and turn to the
heart suit, but West scores the ™Q and continues
spades. Upon gaining the lead with the ™A, East
will cash the tK and two long spades for down one.
Many declarers played in this fashion and went
down, but Ye looked deeper. He saw a certain way to
nine tricks, on the assumption that spades were
4-4. That was all but assured on the fourth-highest
lead of the ´2. Ye simply played a top heart out of
hand, aiming to establish the two extra tricks he
needed by force.
Declarer slipped up slightly by ducking the
second spade – a force of habit, but no play should
be made on auto-pilot – so that he no longer had
sufficient entries to hand to both set up and cash
the hearts, but the defenders continued spades so
declarer was back on the winning path. He
surrendered a second heart trick and claimed nine.
Well played.
Our second hand also cropped up in the Croatia
match:
www.ebu.co.uk

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer North.
´ K7
™ A
t KQ63
® J87632
Q 10 4 3 2
´ J865
N
–
™ QJ875
W
E
9875
t J4
S
AKQ4
® 10 9
´ A9
™ K 10 9 6 4 3 2
t A 10 2
® 5

West

1´
3´
All Pass

North
Robson
1®
2®
Pass

East
Pass
2´
Pass

South
Singhal
1™
3™
4™

Ian Robson and Eshan Singhal bid to the
seemingly ironclad heart game. Singhal’s 3™ bid was
forcing in their methods, not a timid underbid.
Singhal demonstrated fine technique to overcome
the foul trump split. West started off with two top
clubs, ruffed. Declarer played off the ™A, revealing
the break, and set about reducing his trumps, such
that he could catch East’s heart honours in the
endgame. It would be careless to ruff a club
immediately, though, for East would be able to
throw a diamond loser. He rated to have 4·5·2·2
shape from the bidding and early play, after all.
Declarer carefully cashed two rounds of
diamonds ending in dummy, then led a club. East
could do no better than throw a spade, so Singhal
ruffed, cashed the ´A-K, and played another club
from dummy. When East discarded once more,
declarer scored his final small trump. Left with ™K10-9 and a diamond, declarer could throw East on
lead with a small red card and claim two more
trump tricks. The Croatian declarer went down,
sending 10 IMPs to England.

Our final hand played a key part in the 19-1
victory for the U21s against Poland:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer West.
´ Q853
™ Q743
t K86
® AQ
–
´ K 10 9 4 2
N
95
™
KJ2
W
E
AJ32
t 974
S
KJ97542
® 10 6
´ AJ76
™ A 10 8 6
t Q 10 5
® 83

West
3®
Pass
All Pass

North
Sanderson
Dble
4t

East
Pass
Pass

South
Winter
4®
4™

Daniel Winter cue-bid 4®, pick a major, over
Liam Sanderson’s take-out double. North didn’t
have a real preference, so he passed the buck with
4t. Winter chose the heart game, avoiding the nasty
surprise that awaited in 4´.
Declarer finessed the club lead at trick one, then
led a heart to the 10, nicely picking up the suit.
Winter then cashed the heart and club aces and
played a spade to the jack, followed by a trump. The
spotlight turned to East. A spade exit would
surrender a trick and see him endplayed on the
fourth spade. He chose to exit with a low diamond.
Taking full advantage of his extra chance in the
diamond suit, declarer contributed the t5 from
hand, capturing West’s jack. West took the next
diamond and played a third round to declarer’s
queen. All that was left was to duck a spade entirely.
East had to take the ´9 and lead into declarer’s split
tenace, conceding the 10th trick. In the other room,
Harry Madden and Oscar Selby picked up +300
from 4´ doubled – a 12 IMP swing.
r

JUNIOR TEACH-IN
30 August2019
– 1 September
King’s Park Conference Centre, Northampton
Tuition, coaching and play. Fun competitions including the
Arnott-Davidson Trophy
Residential (2 nights, full board), Juniors £130/accompanying adults £160.
Non-residential places available. www.ebedcio.org.uk/JTIbooking
www.ebu.co.uk
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HOW TO PUBLICISE YOUR BRIDGE CLUB

H

ow do you attract new people to your club?
A key part of that process is making your
club and its activities better known.

doors, they will get thrown away with the pizza
leaflets and double-glazing ads. Get members of
your club to take leaflets and give them to friends.

There is more competition for people’s time
today than used to be the case, whether that is from
social media, computer games or the ever-present
distraction of smartphones. In addition, we can’t
presume that people know what bridge is all about.
Card games are no longer automatically played at
home so it’s harder to show how enjoyable and
beneficial it is to take up bridge in a club.

Second, go where the people are and keep your
eyes open for opportunities. Community centres,
supermarkets, libraries – ask nicely if you can put
up a small poster. Hexham bridge club played
bridge in Hexham Market Place one Saturday
morning in a spot designated for local groups.
Manchester county association had a stall at a
Manchester Airport event for 60 pensioners, a stall
at the Didsbury Festival, and gave away packs of
playing cards to those who showed interest.

HOW, THEN, DO WE GO ABOUT IT?
First, before setting out to publicise a club, you
need a plan in place to offer what you are
publicising. Marketing folk might refer to this as a
call to action. Without it, you will have lots of people
who say, ‘that looks nice, very interesting,’ and then
do nothing. I hear about this happening and of
course it is dispiriting – so don’t do that!
A good approach is to plan a taster session, with
follow-up plans so that visitors can sign up for a
course in order to learn the game or, if they are
returning to bridge, for a supervised session or
perhaps play with an experienced player.

HOW TO RUN A TASTER SESSION
At the event you can explain what bridge is all
about, why your members love the game and love
the club, and how anyone can get started. When
planning lessons, it is a great idea to have the taster
session at the same time and place as the lessons.
The taster session forms the visitor’s first
impression of the club so it is worth making it a
great experience: wine and nibbles or cakes,
pastries, tea and coffee. Do some socialising, present
bridge basics, then play some minibridge. There are
videos on YouTube that introduce bridge, such as
one called The Game of Bridge that is less than four
minutes long - though beware anything that makes
it appear too complicated. As for Minibridge, this is
essentially bridge without the bidding, good fun
even for bridge players, and we have all the details at
www.ebu.co.uk/minibridge/

PUBLICISING YOUR TASTER SESSION
First, personal contact is best. Do not bother
printing 5,000 leaflets and stuffing them through
50 English Bridge August 2019

Third, try to engage with the local press. Local
newspapers would love to run paid advertisements
for you, but this is both expensive and often not
very rewarding, particularly if the newspaper covers
a wide area. The ideal thing is to get some sort of
news or feature in the local press or radio. They are
unlikely to make a big splash for who won your
Diamond Cup, important though that is! The press
like stories and human interest. You could interview
someone about why they play and what they enjoy,
maybe the challenge of learning something new
later in life.
EBED, the bridge charity sponsored by the EBU,
has supported research into topics like how bridge
can keep our brains active and make us happier,
providing a hook for encouraging people to
consider taking up the game. Check out the
Research section on the EBED web site.
Fourth, there is social media, particularly
Facebook. Set up a page for your club, and consider
targeted advertising: the age group and local area
you want to reach, maybe 50+ within five miles, for
example.
Last, does your committee have a publicity
officer? If not, consider it carefully. Bridge is far too
good to keep to ourselves! There is more
information at https://ebumemberdevelop.org.uk
Tim Anderson,
EBU Membership Development Officer
www.ebu.co.uk

CAPTION
COMPETITION
CROSSWORD NO 22

Compiled by MERMAN
1

2

3

Answers online, p66

4

5

6

7

9

8
10

11

12

13
14

16

15

17
18

19

20
21

22

23

ACROSS
3 Band means to get on board (8)
8 Don’t start to long for gain (4)
9 He represents us — novel when in Cuba (6, two words)
10 Broken chair and table — that’s generous! (10)
12 A long time for that king of spades… (5)
14 He may be weak and effeminate but he exploits the
surgery (7)
16 Tenants of the French bishops (7)
19 Range one player shows in response (5)
20 Defensible entry used in game to finish even (10)
21 Queen’s former lover was, maybe, a bit on the side (6)
22 Invent scam — one’s taken in by it (4)
23 Being feeble and old, Ken’s attracted two queens (8)
DOWN
1 Got more use out of bike when in vulnerable situation (8)
2 There’s real trouble about house somewhere in
Pakistan (6)
3 Show off sort of slam defence (10)
4 More turbulent senior one? (7)
5 Seaweed with joint (5)
6 One’s being diplomatic, but were sambas sad originally,
at least in part? (10)
7 Don’t give university ivy league position? It’s already
got it (4)
11 Former lover and antagonist gave up work, for
example (8)
13 A less complicated bank (7)
15 Start with no equipment to take in (6)
17 Opponents getting joined together? Yes (5)
18 Turned on street novel (4, two ‘words’)

Our wonderful front cover
sets the scene for the next
caption competition. It is
inspired by the ‘Jolly
Fisherman’ – one of the most
famous English holiday
posters.
The Great
Northern
Railway
(GNR) commissioned it in
1908. John Hassall, the artist,
was paid £12. Since then the
image has been caricatured
and re-drawn over and over
again. It was an outstanding
poster for its time, because most Victorian and
Edwardian posters were restrained and factual.
Send your new entries for the front cover
cartoon to lou@ebu.co.uk by 28th August, or
post to Editor, Raggett House, Bowdens,
Langport, TA10 0DD.
Congratulations to Michael Cornelius for my
favourite shown under June’s cartoon below. A
very, very, very close second came from Brian
Gladman’s I did propose a bridge club, but croquet
won the day.
Prestat donates a box of its very superior
chocolates as a prize. The brightly coloured
boxes, and the scrumptious contents, are the
epitome of good taste – in all the best ways!

She’s been miserable since I undoubled her double

Michael’s Interference Quiz, from p14

A

t Love All partner opens 1® and the next
hand doubles. What do you bid on each of
these hands?

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
76
K J 10 8 7
J543
87

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
6
J543
765
KJ954

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
AQ2
K87
J876
J75

you don’t actually want hearts as trumps unless
partner can bid them first. 3® shows your good
playing strength and modest point count and will
make it harder for the next hand to compete.
Note that when you are bidding against the spade
suit and might have to go to the 5-level all suits
are equal so you might as well get your best fit
into action.

Hand 3) Redouble – you are too strong for any
´
™
t
®

Hand 4
–
76
Q8543
KJ9653

´
™
t
®

Hand 5
Q32
J6
KJ5
AQJ95

action other than this. It would be fine to bid 1t
if the auction wasn’t competitive (as a sort of
placeholder bid) but it misleads partner if the
opponents start bidding and partner gets the idea
you want diamonds as trumps.

Hand 4) 5® – you will have to bid this eventually

ANSWERS
Hand 1) 1™ – the point count is terrible but you
know the next hand will be bidding spades and
you must give partner some help with the
opening lead. In the unlikely event that you get to
play the hand in hearts it will play well with your
strong trumps sitting over the doubler.

Hand 2) 3® – although you have a 4-card major,

so do it straight away. You have at least a 10-card
fit, probably more, and you have no defence at all
to a probable 4´ contract.

Hand 5) 2NT – This shows a good raise to 3® or
better, and you are on the better end! If partner
signs off with 3® (showing a minimum) then you
can continue with 3t, showing some strength in
the suit and seeing what happens.
3NT is a probable final contract, but there is
always time to explore and check.
r

GARDEN CITIES TROPHY

LICENSED BRIDGE
WHEN you see the ‘LB’ sign in an advertisement in the
magazine, it means that:

•
•
Cheltenham BC has won the Garden Cities
Trophy, the competition for each county’s ‘teamsof-eight champions’. The final featured the eight
teams which qualified in the Regional Finals
which took place in April. Avenue BC (Sussex) was
second, and last year’s winners Tunbridge Wells
BC (Kent) was third. The winning Cheltenham
team (from left) was Tony Letts, Ben Ritacca, Allan
Sanis, Patrick Shields, Val Constable, Judith Sanis
and (not pictured), Richard Chamberlain and Paul
Denning.
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•
•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and
received, a licence from the EBU.
They may choose to give Master Points in accordance with
EBU scales.
These Master Points will be accepted and added to player
records.
The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations and
bye-laws, thus affording all players the protection of
playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU.

All county events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Members playing in events licensed by another
National Bridge Organisation will not be able to have Master
Points credited to their records save for events in Wales,
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, New Zealand
and Australia. The conversion of Green Points to Gold Points
will only happen at English events, the BGB Gold Cup and
Home Internationals.

www.ebu.co.uk

Andrew Thompson
1949 – 2019
Andrew
Thompson,
a
perennial on the tournament
scene for fifty years, has died
after a brief illness.
Success at the bridge table
came early. By the time he was
thirty he had won Crockfords and the Spring
Foursomes, and been a runner-up in the Gold
Cup. He represented England at both Junior and
Open levels.
As time progressed his ambition faltered,
although he continued to play to the highest
standard. He developed something of a
reputation for unreliability, but this was rarely
held against him: he was good company, and it
was impossible to bear a grudge.
Known almost universally as The Professor
(owing to an absent-minded and slightly
eccentric demeanour rather than any genuine
academic standing) he had a long partnership
with Tony Clark – winning the Pairs at the
Summer Meeting in 2000. More recently he
played with Rob Lawy or Dan Crofts, winning the
Silver Plate with the latter in 2014.
Ian Payn

Bernard Goldenfield
1932 – 2019
Bernard started playing bridge
in 1951 after he and I read
about it in a book. Together
with football, it remained his
passion throughout his life.
He met his wife Rhona at
Manchester Bridge Club and struck up a very
successful partnership, winning many national
tournaments. He also played in the Senior World
Olympiad in 2000.
Bernard was a gentle gentleman, a man of
principle and of the highest integrity. In the 75
years we were friends, we never had a cross word
– well maybe just once when we were lying second
going into the final session of the National Pairs.
After opening a 12-14 1NT Bernard finished in
3NT. I held ´AKQxxx ™AQJxx tx ®x – he was
not pleased at all – I could tell by what he said to
me! Like so many others, I shall miss him terribly.
Raymond Semp
www.ebu.co.uk

WELCOME TO OUR
™ NEWLY AFFILIATED CLUB ™
Ashton & District BC, Manchester
Club duplicate, 7.20pm Tues & Thurs
Relaxed sessions Weds & Fri afternoons
Improvers supervised play, Mon afternoon
www.bridgewebs.com/ashtondistrict/

South Cotswold BC, Tetbury
Gentle duplicate, 1.45pm Tues & Thurs
Specialises in newcomers & improvers
www.bridgewebs.com/southcotswold/

South Mansfield & Blidworth, Notts
Club duplicate, 7pm Mon, Tues & Fri
www.bridgewebs.com/southmansfieldblidworth/

PREMIER GRAND MASTERS
Congratulations to
Janet de Botton, London
Jon Cooke, Cambs & Hunts
David Dickson, Sussex
Andrew McIntosh, Middlesex
on becoming

Premier Grand Masters
the English Bridge Union’s highest rank,
requiring a minimum 1,500 Green Points

DIMMIE FLEMING AWARDS
Nominations can now be made for a Dimmie
Fleming Award, which recognises those who have
made a significant contribution to county bridge
over a long period. All members can put forward
suitable candidates, but nominations should be
submitted by a County official, to confirm the
approval of the County Committee. See the
website: https://www.ebu.co.uk/dimmie-2019

2019 SIMULTANEOUS PAIRS
Bonus Blue Points
2 – 6 Sep

EBED Autumn Sim Pairs

7 – 10 Oct

British Autumn Sim Pairs
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EBED NEWS
EBED TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 2019

T

he 2019 EBED Teachers’ Conference took
place over a full weekend in mid-June and
was a jam-packed programme of talks,
workshops, Q & A sessions and bridge. Teachers
had travelled from Carlisle, Kent and even Spain!
The audience of teachers was delighted to hear
Leigh Harding’s story. Leigh created her website
called No Fear Bridge, initially, for her own
students, adding some fun quizzes and flashcards.
The website has gone from strength to strength
since its launch in 2008 and Leigh’s informative
demonstration showed the vast range of features
which teachers and students can use for learning.
The website has material for complete beginners
and improving players. Teachers have free access
to quizzes, handouts, hands for download and you
can even create your own lesson schedule.
The weekend theme of recruitment was
introduced by Tim Anderson of the EBU who gave
some great tips for advertising and getting new
students into the classroom. Derbyshire’s Bakewell
BC is one of the clubs which has used his ideas and
Tim emphasises the importance of teaching for
growing your club membership. Our own EBTA
Manager Lorna shared her tips for making a short
video to share on Facebook and other social
media. Both Lorna and Tim were on hand to give
advice about using social media to promote
lessons and raise the awareness of bridge.
Next came the learners’ experiences with new
bridge player Faye Bordbar and her mum Dawn
answering questions about their first steps into the
clubroom. Both have been playing for a year or
two but began learning on different sides of the
world as well as taking different learning routes
(Fast Track/Traditional lessons). Faye had lessons
in New Zealand while her mum learnt in London.
Both are enjoying their bridge and Faye is even
encouraging her work colleagues to have a go with
a lunchtime minibridge session. Twelve people
came to her session and one 18 year old said ‘I
thought it would be really boring but when’s the
next one?’ You can see Faye’s ‘on the sofa interview’
on EBED’s Facebook:
www.facebook.com/EBEDCIO/videos/259058961
628191/
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Meanwhile north of the border Kevin Judge
joined us via a Skype link from Stirling in Scotland
to give an update on his PhD research project
‘Sociology of Bridge’. Kevin is learning bridge
himself but also compiling evidence on the benefits
of bridge for social interaction, building
communities and preventing isolation. This
important research project is part-funded by
EBED. Delegates saw a short film about the project
which Kevin then followed up with an interactive
Q&A session which was well received.
Teachers especially praised the innovative
workshops on Flipped Learning and Bridge for All.
Bridget Rampton had teachers experimenting with
tripods, phones and marker pens to create their
own ‘flipped learning’ videos. There is more
information opposite and you can see some of the
videos made at the Teachers’ Conference on:
www.facebook.com/EBEDCIO/videos/315017197
8329915/
Lots of information was shared and knowledge
gained. Mike Rothwell joined us to demonstrate
the well-known Hand Generator and his new
program called Hand Play. New teachers who need
help can post questions about either program on
the EBED teacher forum which can be found using
the link: www.ebedcio.org.uk/forum/
The top highlight of the weekend was our very
first Teacher of the Year Award which was given by
EBED Chairman Andy Margetts to Chris Lohan
who is one of our Teacher Educators based in Kent.
The award was given this year for the first time for
exceptional teaching and dedication to the
progression of students. Many nominations were
received by EBED as part of the teacher award
process. Pictures from the Teachers’ Conference
can be found online, p71.

ENDINGS AND BEGINNINGS
David Emerson, EBED’s Youth Officer, left in midMay after fulfilling his role with aplomb. The new
EBED Youth Officer is Giles Ip, who joined a
couple of months ago. Giles will be directly
involved in expanding youth bridge activity in
England.
www.ebu.co.uk

EBED CALENDAR
EBED Events
n AUGUST 2019
5-8
9
9

Club Director training, Eastbourne
Advanced Director training, Eastbourne
EBUScore Courses, Eastbourne
(Basics - am, Next Steps - pm)
10-11 Club Teacher Training Course, Halifax BC
30-1 Junior Teach-In, Northampton, see p49

n SEPTEMBER 2019
1
How to run a Club Duplicate, Halifax
2-6
Autumn Sims Pairs, various venues
14-15 County Director Training weekend,
Coventry
15
Book/Judgement Rulings Day 2, Oxford
29
Book Rulings, Day 1, Halifax

n OCTOBER 2019
2
6
13
17-18
20
23

Running a club duplicate, Aylesbury
Book/Judgement Rulings Day 2, Halifax
Club Director Assessment, Oxford
Club Teacher Training Course, Young
Chelsea Bridge Club
Club Director Assessment, Halifax
Book Rulings, Day 1, Aylesbury

n NOVEMBER 2019

6

Book/Judgement Rulings Day 2,
Aylesbury
17-18 Club Teacher Training Course, Aylesbury

n DECEMBER 2019

4

Club Director Assessment, Aylesbury

STAMFORD’S INTER-SCHOOL CUP
In late June some 100 youngsters trooped into Stamford
Bridge Club. Some were nervous, some excited, but all
enthusiastic. This was Stamford Youth Bridge Academy’s
(SYBA) third Inter-Schools Bridge Tournament. Eight
primary schools and four senior schools participated with
another three ‘newbie’ schools sadly turned away because
the event was oversubscribed!
In a first for the event, all 25 tables used BridgeMates to
score electronically. The youngest competitor was seven
years old and the oldest, 15. The oldest buddy/coach on
duty was Bob – 82 years young.
The SYBA Cup, for outstanding performance over the
academic year, was awarded to Baston Primary School.
Harriet Cork and Imogen Eason played against the best
Under 16s in the Loughborough National Bridge Schools
Cup Challenge coming 7th overall, achieving another
milestone for SYBA.
In the main bridge competition, congratulations to
Nicholas Gibbon (Stamford Welland Academy) & Edward
Jones (Stamford Endowed Schools) who came 1st N/S, and
to Eryn Harrison & Tom Gosling (Ellison Boulters) who
came 1st E/W.
In the minibridge section, William Wood-Davis & Ted
Clark (Oundle Primary) came 1st N/S and Lucy Taylor &
Lucie Lund (Bourne Westfield) came 1st E/W.
Some 72 Minibridge Certificates and 28 Bronze
Certificates were awarded. Photos can be seen on the SBC
home page. www.stamfordbridgeclub.co.uk

CAMERA, ACTION! - TODAY’S LESSON IS...
Everyone’s talking about flipped learning. Anything which could speed up the learning process and make
our students more receptive to bridge concepts is worth a try. When bridge teacher Bridget Rampton heard
about the technique of flipped learning she decided to find out more. So, what is flipped learning?
Flipped learning is a teaching approach in which students are introduced to the learning material before
class, perhaps through a 3-5 minute video to be watched before the lesson. This means that class time can
be used more effectively to work on a deeper understanding through discussion and problem-solving
activities. The great thing about this is that you don’t need to have a hi-tech classroom – if you are teaching
in the local hall you can still give students a link to watch a video before the lesson.
It is easy to provide material in advance with the plethora of online videos. Surprisingly, however,
research shows that students respond better if the video is less polished and done by their own teacher.
There are many options for creating a teaching video but Bridget opted for a traditional pen and paper
method filmed on a phone. Using lots of coloured marker pens, flip chart paper and an inexpensive tripod,
she films five minute videos. Her students love them and learn better with some information in advance.
There is more from Bridget on the topic: www.youtube.com/watch?v=gR2rv5DaElg. You can find out
more and join the discussion about flipped learning and other teaching ideas on our Teachers Forum
www.ebedcio.org.uk/forum/ and EBTA Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/myEBTA/.

www.ebu.co.uk
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LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR
IN THE OLD DAYS . . .
I have in front of me the Sussex
County magazine issue of
August 1936. It carries a full page
advertisement for ‘Six Weeks of
Sport in Brighton and Hove’
between mid-August and early
October and there among
Football, Golf, Cricket, Tennis,
Indoor Bowls and Motor Speed
Trials appears the following:
‘British Bridge World Bridge
Congress’. Clearly in the 1930s
they had a more enlightened
view of bridge as a sport, at least
in the rarefied atmosphere of
Brighton and Hove.
Peter J Bates

TAKING THE NGS ABROAD
Have you any idea why the USA
isn’t doing its own version of the
NGS? I am on holiday where
there are a lot of Americans
including an ACBA director. We
are playing informal duplicate
but they award American master
points. The American director
hadn’t heard of the NGS; I
described it and he thought it
was a good idea and wished the
USA did it. Is there any
communication
with
their
equivalent of the EBU planned
or taken place on NGS?
Howard Rosemarine
The answer is that the EBU would
be very happy to sell the rights to
use the NGS software, both to
America and other countries. Your
director friend and his pals need to
lobby the ACBL rather than us!
It would be great if it was used
worldwide, but approaches to
other national bridge associations
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Send your letters to the editor, Lou Hobhouse
Raggett House, Bowdens, TA10 0DD, or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

have so far been met with only
mild interest. Pressure from
within - that’s what’s required!
Any interested national bridge
association
should
contact,
Gordon Rainsford, the EBU’s
CEO.
Ed

TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE
I have just returned from the
Teachers’ conference at Milton
Keynes. After a horrendous
journey along the dreaded M25,
I was greeted with such warmth
and smiley faces from all in the
office – Lisa, Donna and Claire –
that that memory quickly faded
and I went on to enjoy a very
pleasant few days indeed. It was
well organised and structured.
I’m sure every teacher there
gained a great deal from all the
sessions. They were all so varied
in content – ranging from the
workshop
introducing
the
teacher educators, offering
much practical advice on a
number of questions, to the
exciting initiative at Stirling
University researching the social
world of bridge, and Tim
Anderson’s description of his
important development role – to
name but a few.
Of course for me, the
fortunate recipient of the new
Teaching Award, it was an
especially happy occasion and I
received many congratulations
both on the day and now from
my students who have received
the news. However, I believe
congratulations should also go to
all the EBED staff who are doing
a fantastic job – illustrated by the

amount of thought and planning
that had gone into this gathering
of bridge teachers. I look forward
to the next one.
Chris Lohan

TOP SCORE
At a recent duplicate my partner
and I achieved the second
highest possible score +3120. She
was declarer so, naturally, I take
no credit! This was the hand:

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer South.
´ J 10 8 4 3
™ 975
t A 10 7 2
® A
–
´ 62
N
QJ842
™ K 10
W
E
S
QJ643
t 98
KQ9
® J 10 8 6 5 3 2
´ AKQ975
™ A63
t K5
® 74

W

N

E

Dble

Redble

All Pass

S
1´

The redouble showed 4-card
spade support and a willingness
to bid 2´ or better. East,
knowing partner had another
bid, decided not to show the club
suit. The system is that South
should have bid, but she knew
that I would bid if West bid. West
thought long and hard…..but!
After the opening lead of the ™4,
West was forced to make many
discards as the spade suit was
run. Alas, declarer’s small heart
scored the 13th trick.
The likelihood of playing in
1NT redoubled making 13 tricks
(for 3160) is so improbable that
it may make the record book.
Gordon Bickley
Many redoubled penalties can
exceed this I’m afraid.
Ed
www.ebu.co.uk

BIDDING ONE’S HAND TWICE
I am afraid that I have a quibble
regarding Hand 5 of the Club
Player’s Bidding Quiz, June issue.
Whilst I fully agree with Julian
Pottage that in the given auction,
West is right to compete to 3´,
West should have done so on the
1st round of the auction!
Hand 5
´ QJ95
™ 10 4 3
t K 10 6 4 2
®4

W

N

E
1´

S
2®

2´
?

3®

Pass

Pass

I was disappointed to see that
Julian did not mention the
tactical shortcomings of West’s
approach. With 4-card trump
support, good trumps and an
outside singleton (ruffing value),
an immediate 3´ was called for West should not have made life
so easy for North to show their
club support.
Surely it is widely accepted
nowadays that a jump raise in
competition shows less than
limit raise values (with the latter,
West starts with an Unassuming
Cue Bid)?
Simon Mostyn

When playing Acol, I play that an
immediate
3´
raise
in
competition shows a two and a
half spade bid. While it would not
be ridiculous to bid 3´ the first
time, I think it is clear to bid it the
second time, which is what we
asked the readers about.
Julian Pottage

UNAFFILIATED CLUBS
The July issue makes interesting
reading especially with regard to
the warning of falling numbers
of EBU bridge players from the
Chairman and the appointment
of a Membership Development
Officer – Tim Anderson. Tim’s
recruiting energies should be
aimed, in the first instance, at
persuading unaffiliated clubs to
join or rejoin the Union. He
might construct a scheme for
EBU members playing at
unaffiliated clubs where they
influence the club from within to
consider rejoining the Union.
Jim Wallis

We do think about the unaffiliated
clubs and do so with warmth;
many EBU members play in both
affiliated and unaffiliated clubs
and we share a common love of
the game. We always hope that
members who play in both can see
the benefits of the EBU and extol
its virtues. A strong EBU benefits
all bridge players and by pulling
together we can do more to
support the game and represent
the interests of our clubs. Most
importantly, we must make the
EBU a compelling proposition for
clubs by making it clear that we
exist for players of every standard,
including those just learning the
game, and by helping to ensure
that EBU clubs are the best places
to play bridge, with all that
implies in terms of welcome and
friendliness as well as being open
to people at any level of bridge
ability.
Tim Anderson
Membership Development

EUROPEAN OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS
They are the first English team to win a major
event at the European Open Championships.
They beat the Netherlands Blue team in the final,
which saw Mossop take the lead with a very strong
third set, and hold on to win by 48 IMPs. The
bronze medals went to Rushka (Poland/Russia)
and Texan Aces (USA/India/Israel).

Congratulations to Team Mossop on their gold
medal win at the European Open Champions in
the Open Teams (pictured) in Istanbul, Turkey.
The team comprised Edward Jones, Thomas
Paske, Justin Hackett, Alexander Hydes, David
Mossop and Jason Hackett.
www.ebu.co.uk

England also had success winning bronze in
both the Women’s and Senior’s teams events.
Team Desadima (Sally Brock, Barbara Drinovec
Drnovsek (Slovenia), Marusa Gold, Susanna
Gross, Diana Nettleton and Debbie Sandford)
won bronze in the Women’s Teams and Team
Penfold (John Holland, David Kendrick, Sandra
Penfold, Norman Selway and Brian Senior) won
bronze in the Seniors Team event.
August 2019 English Bridge
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CORWEN TROPHY

THANK YOU ZIA!

Paul Barden and Jon
Cooke,
representing
Cambs & Hunts, won
this year’s event held at
the end of May. The
Corwen is the EBU’s
inter-county
pairs
championship for which
pairs qualify from their county’s pairs
championships. Paul and Jon previously won it in
2014. Second place was taken by Ed Scerri and
Dick Davey from Berks & Bucks with John
Brearley & Ross Shine of Lancashire in third place.

Mariusz Puczyński - some time international
player for Poland - had an amazing encounter with
Zia Mahmood. Mariusz won the bronze medal at
the European Championships back in 2004. His
team mates Balicki-Żmudziński were subsequently
found to have cheated in later tournaments, and
Mariusz felt that the adage ‘cheating starts at the
beginning of the way to the top, never at the end’, cast
doubt over whether his bronze was won ethically,
and he renounced the medal in 2015.

BROCK ENTERS EBL HALL OF FAME
Congratulations
to
Sally Brock who has
been inducted into the
European
Bridge
League’s Hall of Fame
at a ceremony held in
Istanbul during the European Championships.
Sally has played in the European
Championships 14 times for Great Britain and
England’s Women’s Team, getting 1st place on five
occasions. She has also won numerous other
medals, including gold in the Venice Cup and the
Women’s World Olympiad twice.
Sally joins two other English players, Nicola
Smith and John Holland, who were recognised
and inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2017.

Earlier this year, Mariusz had a last minute
chance to play with Zia Mahmood. ‘After the first
round Zia heard that I am the one who gave up a
medal won with BŻ. He was telling me how
incredible was what I did . . . We talked about family
(my 12 year old son was with us) and how I stopped
playing bridge two years ago. For me bridge is half
emotion and sport ambitions, and half the
community and friendships around it. The BŻ
scandal destroyed that second, very important part.
A few days later Zia wrote me an email:
In the next few days, I would like to send you a
small gift as an appreciation. It is a medal I won at
the Bermuda Bowl in Brazil a few years ago. It would
make me happy if one day you gave this to your son
so he will always appreciate the reason that his father
gave away his own medal ... because he valued
honour above rewards. When he looks at this medal
in the years to come he will understand it was given
to him because of the high respect his father is held
with by his fellow bridge players.’ The GOLD arrived!

BRIERFIELD BRIDGE CLUB in Lancashire has presented a cheque for
£2,500 to local charity, Rosemere Cancer Foundation. The event included a
bridge drive, afternoon tea, craft and cake stall and raffle. Many members
helped and local businesses contributed towards raffle prizes. The club holds
two charity events a year and this raised a record amount for a single event.

ADVERTISEMENTS

ALTHOUGH staff of English Bridge and the staff of Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English Bridge) take
reasonable precautions to protect the interests of readers by ensuring as far as practicable that advertisements in
the pages of English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any
undertaking in respect of claims made against advertisers, whether these advertisements are printed as part of
the magazine, or are in the form of inserts. Legal remedies are available if redress is sought, and readers who have
complaints should address them to the advertiser, should consult a local Trading Standards Office or a Citizens
Advice Bureau or their own solicitors. Members should ensure when booking holidays that they take
suitable precautions to protect their booking: check the company is part of a relevant organisation
(e.g. ABTA); take out suitable travel insurance; pay at least £100 by credit card. Readers should note
that prices advertised may not be accurate due to currency exchange rate fluctuations or tax changes.
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Landmark Promotions
March 2019 – June 2019
Congratulations to the newly promoted
Premier Grand Masters:
Janet de Botton, London
Jon Cooke, Cambs & Hunts
David Dickson, Sussex
Andrew McIntosh, Middlesex

Grand Masters:
James Bond, Berks & Bucks
Alastair Gidman, Oxfordshire
John Hampson, Merseyside/Cheshire
Tugrul Kaban, Hertfordshire
Michael Newman, Manchester
Peter Scotting, Essex
Ernest Schlesinger, Middlesex
Nick Smith, Oxfordshire
Andrew Urbanski, Avon
Mike Willoughby, Worcestershire

Avon

Master

Grand Master

Simon Wood

Andrew Urbanski

Channel Islands

Life Master

Master

Suzy Lawson

Craig Honey

David Gribbins
Marjorie Higgins
Paul Martin
Hymie Smith
Lin Waddington

Dorset
Master
Pete Maybury

Isle of Man

Essex

Master

Grand Master

Jascha Garre
Pauline Kennish

Peter Scotting

Regional Master

Regional Master

Master

Master

Chas Moore
Colin Sinclair
Carolyn Veats

Gloucestershire
Life Master
Peter Swales

Master
Julia Grant Duff
Laura Polito
Pauline Sanderson
Andrew Shields
Stein Verle

Cornwall

Hants and I.O.W.

Christine MacFarlane

Master

Regional Master

Master

Chris Frohlich

Val Bond
Mike Tracy

Rusty Gealer
Bruce Hawken
Michael Tourell-Harris

Bedfordshire

Cumbria

Master

Life Master

Stephen Binks
Brian Edwards
Jennifer Reid

Regional Master

Berks & Bucks
Grand Master
James Bond

Regional Master
Roger Burkeman

Master
Mark Fraser
Susan Grahame
Chris Joyce
Ghislaine Langley
Mark Lejman
Carolyn Leventon
Ann McKellow
Jean Pinguet
Linda Swarbrick
Joe Swift
Susan Vimpany
Patrick Walker-Taylor
Sarah Ward
Paul Whitehead
Martin Woodbridge

Alistair Bodin
Sean Haffey
Sally Herm
Marian Johnston
Duncan Wright

Nicholas Rushton

Herefordshire
Life Master

Derbyshire
Regional Master
Dave Frape
John Gould

Robert Underhill

Master
Geoff Cole
Jim Morison
Jenny Oakland

Hertfordshire
Grand Master
Tugrul Kaban

Life Master
Deborah Berwitz
Simon Mostyn

Regional Master

Devon

David Earle
John Hanlon
Gary Kendall
Dave Simmons
Tanja Summers

Regional Master

Master

Tony Allsworth
Roland Wilkinson
Jill Williams

Simon Cook
Eirwen Cox
Muhib Dathi
Gwen Flynn
Alan Marks
John Osborne

Master
Tom Morris
Jeanne Musson

Cambs & Hunts

Master

Premier Grand Master

Robert Devine
Charles Greenlees

Jon Cooke

Master

Master
Grant Bramwell
Pauleen Dalton
Tony Dixon
J Glazbrook
Angela Hewitt
Poppy Hollins-Gibson
June Robinson
Colin Stringfellow
John Wilmott
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Kent

Steve Ensor
John McCoy
Colin Scott

Regional Master

John Maclachlan

Jean Pierce
Mary Quinn
Barbara Robjant
Valerie Schicker
Janet Skinner
Jane Sparkes
Valerie Weeks

Naseer Dashti
Robert Lewis
Emmanuel Francis Di
Bona
Ian Bumstead
David Hinge
Brigid Lavelle
Anne Mckean
Linda Mockett
Michael C Preston
Miranda Rogerson
Kenneth Walker
Kenneth Wolstenholme

Lancashire
Life Master
Pat Murphy
Tony Murphy

Regional Master
John Whitaker

Master
Bernice Barr
Sandra Beattie
Clive Chislett
Elizabeth Fewster
Alan Leonard
Patricia Marsden
Ian McKenna
Paul Morrell
Catherine Mosawy
Diana Newark
Geoffrey Nicholson
Anne Pearson
Barbara Robertshaw
Barbara Searson
Anne Spencer
Keith Thompson
Paul Vose
Ronnie White

Lincolnshire
Master
John Broughton
Josephine Pike
Michael Wilson

London
Premier Grand Master
Janet de Botton

Regional Master
Qian Li

Master
John Brierley
Paul Felton
Matt Harman
Susanna Van Langenberg
Jim O’Donoghue
Marie Perkins
Paul Singer
Susanna Young

Manchester
Grand Master
Michael Newman

Life Master
Richard Acaster

Regional Master
Christopher Hine
Paul Murray

Master
Ruth Bertfield
Michelle Bovensiepen
Kate Durham
Jonathan Engler
Valerie Hempstock
Sanjeet Kamath
Daniel Kelsall
Ron Lowe
Avril Mattison
David Milne
Andrew Thomson
Christopher TolhurstCleaver
Pat Turner
Ann Wood
Anthony Yates

Merseyside &
Cheshire
Grand Master
John Hampson

Life Master
Margaret Howe
Bernard Kaye

Leicestershire

Master

Master

Sheila Banham
Rebecca Burke-Sharples
Anton Healy
Margaret Higgins
June Hulmes
John Morgan
Lewis Rosenbloom
Adam Ward
Philip Waring

Althea Bandy
Christine Hudson
Carol Hulse
Alastair Lennox
Sandra Middleditch
Marilyn Morris
Bob O’Brien
Gordon Sobey
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Middlesex

Oxford

Surrey

Premier Grand Master

Grand Master

Regional Master

Andrew McIntosh

Grand Master
Ernest Schlesinger

Regional Master
Ali Ahmed
Geoff Daulby
Neeraj Tanna

Master
Sheila Bowman
Ian Fulda
Melba Moon
Thomas William Murray
Ken Waller

Norfolk
Regional Master

Master

Regional Master

John Bannister
Sue Burge
Peter Da Costa
Joanna Donkin
Peter Kiff
Paul Miller
Chisholm Ogg
Gustave Rieunier
Helen Rose
Janny Watson

Olga Ansary
Richard Arnatt
Rosemary Bird
Jackie Borkowska
Michael Dudgeon
Mike Eaton
Peter Graham
Ann Haggith
Aidan Heathcote
Stanley Herman
Alison Innes
Peter Jones
Claire Martin
Ian Murray
Phyllida Neal
Sandra Neilson
Hilary Stoddart
Annette Syrett
Geoffrey Tillotson
Iain Ure
Gloria Whitwell

Craig Hutton
Megan Jones

Regional Master

John Eglington

Regional Master
Wojtek Zakrzewski

Master
Carl Belshaw
Senga Bond
John Davidson
Keith Patrick

Northamptonshire

Alan Bamber
Malcolm Scard

Master
Elizabeth Sloman

Staffs & Shrops
Regional Master

Life Master
Anne Woosnam

Master
Phil Beagley
Chris Brown
Ann Butcher
Dave Edwards
Graham Essex
Betty Hind
Tony Hynes
Nina Jeavons
Steve Pearce
Ron Saywell
Colin Sharp
Priscilla Sharp
Tony Whitby
Daphne Woodard

Westmorland

Helen Lees
Peter Lees

Sussex

Master

Premier Grand Master

Pat Embrey
Sylvia Hilton
Brian Huntbatch
Pat Stacey

David Dickson

Wiltshire

Life Master

Life Master

Suffolk

Sara Harris
Matthew Ticehurst

Regional Master

Nottinghamshire

Master

Master

Phillip Ambrose
Janice Bantock
Sue Smith

Jo Harpur

Regional Master
Jacky Truelove

Gina Dickson

Roger Bendall

Regional Master

Regional Master

Peter Rowell

Master

Ewan Macintyre
Nick Totham

Jan Cole
Sheila Ebury

Master

Master

Life Master

Warwickshire

Lawrence Haines
Bridget Watson

Regional Master

Somerset

North East

Grand Master

Gary Carpenter
Mac Derwig
Mick Edwards
Andrew Thomas Kennedy
Angelo Martelli
Alan Webber

Alastair Gidman
Nick Smith

John Barker
Liz Portbury
John Stroud
Louise Ball
Jennifer Green
Alan Thorn

Francis Kelly
Allan Luckin
Geoffrey Smith
Brian Walker

Alan Perkins

Master
Asanka Amarasinghe
Shizuko Bell
Peter Berry
Sue Clarke
Jeremy Gray
Matt Grimes

Master
Keith Forsey
Heather Spalding
Julie Tilling
Davor Vukinovac
Ann White

Worcestershire
Mike Willoughby

Master

Yorkshire
Life Master
Ray Hutchinson

Regional Master
Tim Emmott
Lol Hinchcliffe
Mary Hinchcliffe
Michael Levi
Rose Marston
Rachel O’Brien
Frank White
Daniel Winter

Master
Lester Battersby
Paul Below
Julia Broady
Brian Brooks
Noreen Chaplin
Stephen Clifford
Stephen Cordingley
Fiona Drew
Martin Fenton
Dorothy Fox
Andrew Hardy
Julian Hayward
Jan Jackson
Keith Joules
Linchen Manley
Sheila Nettleton
Ian Newsham
Lee Openshaw
Lynda Partridge
Alan Roberts
Margaret Robson
Harry Swarbrick
Allan Swearman
Philip Taylor
C Wilson

SUMMER SENIORS CONGRESS
Roger Forster &
Mike Fawcett
(pictured) were
the winners of
the Championship
Pairs at the
Summer Seniors
Congress, held in
Eastbourne in mid-July. Simon Gass & Alan Scott
came second, with Peter Law & Clive Cubitt third.
The B Final was won by
Celia Day & Dan Crofts,
(left) with Steve Irwin &
David Elvin second.
The Swiss Pairs – for nonqualifiers
in
the
www.ebu.co.uk

Championship Pairs, and those joining the
Congress on day two – was jointly won by Carla
Sidney-Woollett & Lorna Vestey and Malcolm
Lewis & Nicky Adamson
The Swiss
Teams was
won
by
(from left)
Frank
Wharton,
John Holland, Raymond Semp, & Geoff Foley (not
pictured). They finished ahead of Paul Hackett,
Roger O’Shea, Norman Selway and Gunnar
Hallberg, with the Oram team in third place.
August 2019 English Bridge

61

Club Bidding Quiz

by Julian Pottage

Answers to Questions on Page 10

click
link

Hand 1
´ AQ5
™J85
tJ63
®J754

W

N

E
1t

S
Pass

?

Hand 4
´ A 10 2
™83
tA9753
® Q95

W

N

2t
?

Pass

E
1™
2´

S
Pass
Pass

1NT. A hand with a poor nine points is too weak for

2NT. Following your two-level change-of-suit

a change of suit response at the two level. With
some values in every suit and a completely balanced
hand, a 1NT response is, in fact, a pretty good
description. You would need better shape (not
4333) and some better intermediates (nines and
tens) for the hand to be too good for 1NT.

response, opener’s reverse creates a game force. You
can therefore take the auction slowly. 2NT shows
something in clubs while leaving partner room to
express any extra shape. You would need a better
club stopper to jump to 3NT.

Hand 2
´ KJ7532
™ A7
tA
®KJ32

W

N

E
2™1

S
Pass

?
1

Weak

Hand 5
´ QJ952
™ K 10 5 4 3
t64
®4

W

N

E
1NT1

S
Pass

?
1

12-14

4™. Partner’s vulnerable weak two opening should

2®. With a weak shapely hand you want to take

deliver a reasonable six-card heart suit. This being
the case, you do not need to consider playing in
spades. By jumping straight to game you leave your
opponents to guess whether you are bidding on
shape or strength.

partner out of 1NT. Rather than guess which major
suit to bid, you should use Stayman, asking partner
for 4-card majors. If you get a 2t reply, you can
rebid 2™ showing a weak hand with both majors.

Hand 3
´ Q 10 3
™AQJ8
t J 10 3
®KQ3

W
1™
Pass
?

N
Pass
2´

E
2™
Pass

S
Dble
Pass

Pass. While it is true that you have 15 HCP, your
shape is as poor as it could be. Your side definitely
does not have a nine card heart fit (partner would
have bid 3™ already with five) and you cannot be
sure of even an 8-card fit. With both sides
vulnerable it is quite often right to defend.
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Hand 6
´ AJ32
™4
t A K 10 5 3
® 10 9 8

W

N

E
1®

S
3t

?

Pass. With a very good diamond holding, you
would like to defend. Partner is short in diamonds
and might well find a reopening double, especially if
you manage to pass in tempo. If you collect only a
few 100s it will be OK so long as the field does not
make game. Double from you would be take-out.r
www.ebu.co.uk

Bridge Club Live

by Barrie Partridge

Venice Gathering

click
link

A

bout 40 of our online Bridge Club Live
members met up at our annual long
weekend ‘reunion’ which took place over the
May Day weekend this year at Lido Di Jesolo in
Italy. On the Friday, we took a boat trip into nearby
Venice and otherwise, we played lots of bridge! We
were treated on the Sunday morning to a ‘Discuss it
with a couple of experts’ seminar with our top pair,
Ed Scerri and Gilly Cardiff, the latter also telling us
of her recent experience winning both the Lady
Milne trials partnering Sally Brock, and then the
event itself with the England team, and including
accounts of a couple of her favourite hands.
On the Friday evening, I was South, partnering
Ed for only my second time, and this was to become
the ‘Hand of the weekend’.

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer North.
´ AKJ42
™ 8653
t 6
® 10 9 3
876
´ 95
N
A
™ KQJ4
W
E
S
K754
t A J 10 8
QJ762
® K54
´ Q 10 3
™ 10 9 7 2
t Q932
® A8

West
Pass
3®
All Pass

North
Pass
2®
Pass

East
1NT
Pass
Pass

South
Pass
2™
3™

North’s 2® was Multi-Landy, showing both majors.
I liked that I had more majors than minors, and I
wasn’t about to let my Norwegian opponents play in
3®, which needs an almost double-dummy defence
to defeat. (A diamond lead is needed at Trick 1 or
after a top spade. We need to take the ®A, two
spades and two diamond ruffs.)
www.ebu.co.uk

Against 3™, West led the ®Q and dummy went
down with a heart holding that looked no better
than my own!
I was going to lose a club and a diamond and
three trumps for one off at best, and that’s assuming
a 3-2 trump break. Anything worse would be a
disaster. So, my rather optimistic plan was to take
out two rounds of trumps, assuming 3-2 and hope
to be allowed to cash most of my spades while
retaining control.
After taking the ®A at Trick 1, I led a trump and
West played the ™A just slightly faster than tempo
to suggest not good news! West led a small club to
East’s ®K and East enjoyed taking out all my
trumps as West discarded her three spades. A club
went back to West, who played a couple more clubs
while East discarded his two spades, while I had to
throw my spades. We were down to the last four
tricks with no diamonds yet played. West led low to
East’s tA and the tJ came back. I covered and West
took the tK. West led to East’s t10 and I finally
made the t9 for the last trick.
I had gone seven off in 3™ for -700, after losing
eleven consecutive tricks in a 4-4 fit. It gave the
traveller an interesting look about it! My partner,
who is less familiar with achieving these types of
scores than I am, mentioned the word ‘overexuberant’ quite a lot that evening!
r

UK-based Bridge Club Live offers
D Fast, fun and friendly bridge.
D Drop-in Drop-out MP Pairs and social games
D Individual, Improvers and IMP
Tournaments and Teams events

Pairs

D Full bidding and play records of every deal.
D System cards for partnerships
D Discussion forums and members’ reunions
D EBU Master Points
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Funbridge Competitions

by Christophe Grosset

Pop-up window with bidding tips

T

he Funbridge Team has recently redesigned
the pop-up window with bidding tips
displayed at the table. It will prove very
useful to make sure your partner and you are on the
same wavelength. Let’s have a closer look!
The most complicated phase to learn for a player
is the bidding. Indeed, it is essential that your
partner and you have a perfect understanding of the
bids made by each other. Otherwise you will have
trouble finding which contract to make.
Funbridge includes a ‘pop-up window with
bidding tips’. The aim is simple: it gives the meaning
of each bid made at the table, whether it be the bid
you intend to make, the one your partner has just
made or the one your opponents have just called. It
works with all the bidding systems available and is
customisable for Acol and 5-card major systems.
This board was one which appeared during an
IMP challenge against Argine, the AI of Funbridge.
Remember that you can challenge Argine as much
as you want, she is always connected!
´
™
t
®

K84
AJ432
A
AK84

Once North had shown a strong, game-forcing
hand with five plus hearts and four plus clubs,
South set hearts as trumps with the 3™ bid and then
asked for keycards with 4NT. When North denied
the ™Q, he settled for 6™. On the bidding, the
contract seems like it is going to be a walk in the
park, probably making 7™ if we find the ™Q. Let’s
see. . .
On the t3 lead, it seems indeed that we are going
to make either 6™ or 7™. We can count two spades,
four (or five) hearts, three clubs and two diamonds.
That is 11 tricks. We just need to ruff a club for the
12th trick. Can you see any danger?
If East has all four trumps and we cash the king
first, East will now have two sure trump tricks with
the ™Q-10-7 behind the ™A-J-4-3 in dummy. What
is the safety play to counter this? You could think of
cashing the ™A. If West had the four trumps, you
would be ok as you’d be able to play small to the jack
later on. The issue is that you would still be in
trouble if East has all four. North’s ™4-3-2 will not
be able to safely ruff a club in dummy and will have
to rely on clubs being 3-3 or on the spade finesse.
The 100% solution is to lead a small trump to the
™9 at trick two. If it takes the trick, East will only
make one heart, if it doesn’t, it means that trumps
are 3-1 or 2-2, and you are good to go.
r

N
W

E

Answers to crossword on page 51

S

´
™
t
®

1

AJ92
K985
K7
Q73

8

R

E
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L

A

3

G
R

10

C H A

12

Y

Game All. Dealer West. IMPs
West
North East
South
Pass
1™
Pass
1´
Pass
3®
Pass
3™
Pass
3´
Pass
4NT
Pass
5®
Pass
5t
Pass
5™
Pass
6™
All Pass

2

C
16

L
E

20

D

21

A

E
18

N O U
R
14

D M
S

5

17

S

E

I
S
I
E

D

T

R

R

A W B

T
13

C

B

C

A
S

E

S

A

R

X

E

D O D D

E

R

N N

A

K

19

7

Y

R M A

L

E

A

23

6

N G W A

9

O N K
R

4

L
E
15

S
N
11

E

X

O

P

S

R

O

G

A

I

N

I

D G

E

22

C O
E

I

N

R N

T
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Bowyer’s First Trick Challenge from page 8
How would you play these card combinations after West’s opening lead of the ´4?
´ J5

1

´4

2

N
W

´4

E
S

´ A83
5

´4

´ J5
W

´ Q83

3

N

´4

E
S

´ A 10 3
´ Q5
N
W

E
S

´ J63

W

´4

´4

E
S

´ 10 5
´ K5

6

4

N

W

E
S

´ K5

´4

E
S

N
W

´ 10 8 3

7

N

´ Q5

´ 10 8 3

N
W

E
S

´ J83

ANSWERS
´ J5

1

´4

N
W

E
S

´ A83

Play the jack from table. If West
has underled the ´KQ then you’ll
make two spade tricks. Not very
likely, but it’s a shot to nothing as
the jack is dead otherwise.

from table will gain you nothing,
regardless of who has what in the
suit.
5

Play low from table. You are
2
´ J5
assured of two spade tricks in the
N
fullness of time, regardless of the
W
E
´4
S
location of the king and the
´ A 10 3 queen. Squandering the jack at
trick one will hold your spade
winners to one if the honours are
split.

´4

Play low from table. If West has
led from ´KJxxx or ´AJxxx you
will be able to force a trick from
the suit. Sure, if West has
underled the ´AK and East has
´Jxx you’ll lose the first five
tricks. C’est la vie.

´ 4

´ Q83

3

´4

N
W

E
S

´ 10 5

´ Q5

4

´4

N
W

E
S

´ 10 8 3

Play the queen from table. If West
has underled the ´AK then you’ll
make a spade trick. Not very
likely, but it’s not impossible and
it’s your only hope. Playing low

www.ebu.co.uk

´ Q5
N
W

E
S

´ J63

6

´ K5
N
W

E
S

´ 10 8 3

7

´4

´ K5
N
W

E
S

´ J83

Play low from table. Regardless of
the location of the missing ace
and king you are assured of
making a spade trick in due
course. Playing the queen may
well allow the opponents to run
the suit off against you.
Play the king from table. If West
has underled the ´A then the
king will score and you’ll make a
trick in the suit. Sure, if you play
low and West has underled the
´QJ you’ll lose the trick, but that
is a lesser chance.
Play low from table. In a similar
vein to Q5, this guarantees you a
slow spade trick regardless of who
has what in spades. Playing the
king risks losing the entire spade
suit should West have the queen
and East the ace.
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Rosen’s quiz from page 18
QUESTIONS
Make the next bid in the auctions detailed below:

1

West
K763
A8542
K4
Q7

´
™
t
®

W
1™
?

7

West
63
AJ732
KQ62
A7

´
™
t
®

W
1™
?

13
´
™
t
®

N
Dble

N
Dble

East
QJ6
A7642
K8
763

W
1´

N
Dble

2
´
™
t
®

West
AKJ3
KQJ52
K4
J8

E
1NT

8
´
™
t
®

9

W
1´

S

´
™
t
®

N
Dble

East
QJ63
52
K862
763

´
™
t
®

15

86
A53
86
QJ9654

E
?

W
1´
?

S
Pass

14 East
´
™
t
®

West
KJ763
KQ87
9
A84

´
™
t
®

S
Pass

West
A2
KQJ432
KQ7
52

E
2t

3

N
Dble

East
65
A76
A6
QJ9763

W
1´

N
Dble

4
´
™
t
®

West
KQJ87
KQJ52
4
A8

E
2®

S
Pass

Q865
5
K863
Q954

E
?

W
1´
?

´
™
t
®

17

QJ8
53
KQJ43
654

E
?

S

´
™
t
®

N
Dble

East
QJ63
A2
K862
763

W
1´

S

16 East
´
™
t
®

West
A763
AK7
AQ7
Q84

´
™
t
®

11

10 East
´
™
t
®

5

N
Dble

West
AJ765
K6
Q86
K63

W
1´
?

N
Dble

6
´
™
t
®

West
AQ874
J2
K764
K2

E
2®

S
Pass

12 East
´
™
t
®

Q86
53
K8632
J54

E
?

S

18 West
´
™
t
®

AJ875
K76
Q8
K54

E
2t

S
Pass

ANSWERS
(particularly as I like to play it as forcing for one
round with 3™ instead being reserved for a
splinter in support of diamonds).

1 2®. Simply ‘completing the transfer response’
shows a hand which doesn’t anticipate a game
facing the weak 2-type variant of the 1NT bid.
2 2´. A natural reverse, forcing for one round.
Well worth the bid, facing a hand with enough to
respond (even though they are quite likely to be
weak, game is still possible though not certain).
3 2t. Much more tricky this one. My inclination
is just to bid 2t. This is why partner needs a
good suit as there is otherwise no safety net.
Bidding 2™ instead is of course possible, but
often leads to unnecessary minus scores
68 English Bridge August 2019

4 2™. 5-5 with two good suits I would probably
try 2™ here. I don’t mind 2t – if any of you are
actually trying this as a proper quiz.

5 3NT. Even facing a weak hand with 6 diamonds
this must be a decent prospect with such a good
fit. Second choice would be to use the 2NT relay.

6

3t. Simply raising the ante and making life
www.ebu.co.uk

tough for the opponents if partner is weak. If
they are stronger they get a clear picture of a
diamond fit and a minimum.

7 3t. Very close decision whether to move. If
facing 5-10 I would definitely pass. Facing a
‘good 2™’ bid I think a natural game try is
warranted.

8 4™. Looks clear facing a good 9+ with support.
No need to pass the buck with a game try here.

9 3´. A pre-emptive raise should be a standard part
of everyone’s armoury. You can set your own
point count parameters for this bid (mine are
about 4-6 HCPs).

10 3™. If you choose to adopt this I like to play that
after a double ‘a jump in the other major’ is a
Mixed Raise, ie 4-card support and about 7-9
HCPs (usually with a bit of shape to justify it).
The odds of wanting to make a fit showing jump
in the other major once they make a take-out
double are fairly remote – hence this suggested
treatment.

11 2NT. Another standard bid showing at least 4card support and 10+ pts. This is totally
unaffected by our new agreements.

12 2´. Showing typically 3-card spade support and
only 5-8 HCPs. Clear and easy!

13 2™. Showing a good 3-card raise. Standard
methods handle these really badly.

OBITUARIES

Ivor Hoskins
1928 – 2019
Ivor Hoskins, a former EBU panel Tournament
Director, died peacefully at Gloucester Royal
Infirmary in mid-April, aged 89. He was well
known and liked by many players round the
Midlands, Wales and the South-West.

14 1NT. Showing clubs but not promising another
bid. Partner must factor in that you will often be
weak with a decent long club suit (6 or 7
hopefully).

15 1NT. Also showing clubs. While it doesn’t
promise another bid (if weak) you can start with
a bid to show clubs then develop the bidding
later – probably with 2NT next. Depending on
the vulnerability you might still choose to
redouble instead, but I find it generally pays to
start with a long suit on these type of auctions.

16 2®. A little quirk here. You might (not
compulsory) start with 2® showing diamonds,
then follow with 2´ to double-describe the hand
as invitational with five diamonds and three
spades. This would describe the hand very nicely,
unless of course the dastardly opponents get in
the way by bidding!

17 2™. Assuming partner can be weak with long
hearts, then 2™ simply says you do not wish to go
further facing that.

18 3™. Raising the preempt. If partner is weak you
have bid to the level of the fit so they can happily
pass. If they are strong you are in the same
position as with normal methods – you have
made a weakish heart raise – if you were strong
you might well have initiated the 2NT
enquiry/relay bid instead.

Claude Stokes
1926 – 2019
Claude
Stokes
was
a
remarkable
man
whose
passion for bridge led to a
lifelong devotion to bridge
administration. He started
playing bridge in 1954 at London University.
When he moved to Frinton-on-Sea in 1971 he
persuaded his club to organise the Clacton-onSea Bridge Congress – a 70-table international
event with a waiting list. He organised the event
for 25 years.
In 1979 he was involved in restarting the
Suffolk Contract Bridge Association, and the
Felixstowe Congress was born. Claude held nearly
all the positions on the Suffolk CBA Committee,
including Chairman. He continued to play bridge
after retirement from Suffolk CBA in 2006,
playing in county events and representing Suffolk
in the Eastern Counties League.
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EBED TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE

The EBED crew

Welcome Giles Ip

Good-bye David Emerson

On the Sofa

Teacher of the Year
Award goes to . . .
Chris Lohan, presented
by EBED Chairman
Andy Margetts

Making flipped learning videos
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EBED TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE

Delegates
show
support
for EBED

Plenty of seminars

Plenty of bridge
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BLAST FROM THE PAST –

July 1947

by J H C Marx in 1947 & Richard Fleet in 2019

A

s in the previous issue, Jack Marx’s problems
were all in a rubber bridge setting, though
none of them involved part score situations.
Accordingly, bidding strategy was much the same as
in a team event scored by total points (such as the
Hubert Phillips Bowl).

1

Game All. Against silent opposition, what
should North bid next?

A

´
™
t
®
North
1´
?

K Q J 10
10 2
Q75
AQ85

South
1™
2™

B

North
1´
?

South
1t
2t

A. 3NT – 9 points. The simplest and most obvious
bid, justified by the high-card strength and the
absence of any wide open suit.

B. 3® – 9 points, 3NT – 3 points, 3t – 3 points,
4t – 2 points. Here there is a wide open suit and
North should cautiously explore the way to the best
contract. If South guards the hearts, it is clearly
better for the lead to come up to him at no trumps.
I agree with Marx’s suggestions of 3NT and 3®
respectively given the first three bids. However,
there are other points to consider.
Firstly, is the obvious 1´ response actually best?
A response of 2® followed by a 2´ rebid saves space
and allows for development of the hand. For
example, were the auction on the second example to
go 1t-2®, 2t-2´, 2NT-3t, responder would have
shown his diamond support and concern about the
heart position. Opener could have:

response? Some players think that opener has
shown six. All very well, but this means that opener
has to either open or rebid 1NT when holding, for
example,
´A4 ™AKJ95 t863 ®742
and I consider this quite revolting.

2

Game All. Against silent opposition, what
should North bid next?

´
™
t
®

AQ9765
K82
J 10 2
Q

North
1´
2´
?

South
1®
2®
2NT

3NT – 12 points. South’s three bids disclose a hand
rather better than a minimum opening, possibly
based principally on a good club suit, which North’s
queen may solidify. His 2NT rebid emphatically
does not promise any support for spades, which he
has heard North bid twice. North’s hand is of a type
suitable for no trumps and his general strength
sufficient for a raise to 3NT.
This is a singularly obvious 3NT bid. It should be
noted that responder’s 2´ rebid is generally
regarded as a constructive move (contrast 1™-1´,
2t-2´ where the rebid is normally played as
discouraging). Even so, North had a bit in reserve
for his bidding.
Cont/. . .

´A4 ™Q53 tAK10863 ®72
and 5t is a far better contract than 3NT. Seventy
years ago, however, opener would have been at
liberty to pass a 2´ rebid by responder so this would
have been a less attractive option.
Secondly, how many hearts does opener have
when he opens and rebids the suit over a 1´
72 English Bridge August 2019
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3

Game All. What should North bid after West
deals and bids 1´?

´
™
t
®

6
AKQ97
K J 10 9 6
KJ

3™ - 12 points, 2™ – 10 points, Dble – 6 points.
There are objections to all these bids, but most of all
to the double, which may provoke the enemy into
pre-empting in spades and leaving North at a loss to
know what to do. 3™ runs the risk of putting a stop
to further bidding, with North playing the hand in
the wrong contract, but is to be preferred to 2™
which falls a long way short of doing justice to the
power of the hand.
I’m unconvinced by Marx’s suggested 3™ bid.
Although a strong bid, it would normally deliver a
six-card suit and focus more on hearts as a
denomination: this is no hand on which to rule out
a no trump contract should partner have a decent
spade holding. A popular choice in 2019 would be
a two-suited overcall, perhaps a Michaels 2´ (in
1947, 2´ would have been a game force).

4

Game All. Against silent opposition, what
should North bid next?
´
™
t
®

5

North’s hand is below. What should North bid
next in the following auction with silent
opponents?
´
™
t
®

A Q 10 4
AQJ
Q7
KQ97

North
1®
2´
?

South
2t
3NT

7NT – 12 points. It is difficult to imagine a hand,
on which South has bid as he has done, which will
not result in this contract being a lay-down.
If one assumes that responder has a strong,
relatively balanced hand, it is perhaps unlikely that
7NT is not a lay-down. But could responder hold
´KJ3 ™K1095 tAKJ4 ®J3?
Certainly, a 2t response followed by a no trump
rebid is a good description of this hand, but what is
the significance of the jump to 3NT? Does it show
extra values or does it imply a minimum? When
Marx was writing, 3NT did indicate that responder
had something extra (so justifying 7NT) – the
development of the ‘Fast Arrival’ theory still lay
some years in the future. In any case, I think that
most players would prefer to open 2NT rather than
Cont/. . .
1®!

A5
74
K 10 8 7 5 3
AKQ

North
1t
?

South
1´

2® - 12 points, 3t – 8 points. 2®, though there is
a risk to it, as to all artificial bids, is the most
constructive and the most likely to lead anywhere.
The most natural bid is 3t, but the quality of the
suit tells against it. 2t is quite inadequate..
I agree with Marx that 2® is best. There is no
perfect bid but 2® is less flawed than the
alternatives.
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At Love All North holds the hand below. N/S
are playing Approach Forcing and Blackwood.
East and West do not bid and the auction
proceeds as shown:
´
™
t
®

A Q 10 9 4 2
–
AK8
9875

North
2´
?

South
1®
2NT

Arrange the following possible bids for North in
order of merit:
(a) 3´, (b) 4NT, (c) 3t, (d) 3®, (e) 4®, (f) 4´.

3®, 3´, 3t, 4´, 4®, 4NT. The first three bids are
good constructive bids, the fourth is at best
indifferent, and the fifth and sixth very bad. 3® is
preferred because it is important to enlist partner’s
co-operation in exploratory proceedings as early as
possible, and this is best done by supporting his suit
– if it is a suit. If it is not, he will be able to say so at
once by bidding 3´ or 3NT. If a slam is possible, it
will undoubtedly depend on the quality of partner’s
clubs and, if North can be induced to rebid them,
South will feel more hopeful. To suggest, by bidding
4®, that North himself holds a hand stuffed with
them, must be misguided in the extreme. The
uselessness of Blackwood, if indeed the 4NT bid is
interpreted as such, on a tricky hand of this nature
is too obvious to comment.
In my view, 3´ is the best rebid with 3® the
runner-up. None of the other listed rebids have
much appeal with 4NT being particularly
grotesque. I prefer 3´ to 3® since the hand is
mainly about spades and 3® implies, at the very
least, club support headed by an honour:
supporting clubs now is just the way to reach a 6®
contract with 9875 facing KJ32 – playable but
hardly a favourite.

7

Game All. The North and East hands, together
with the auction, are shown below:
´
™
t
®

KJ5
A Q 10 8 6
10 7 4
A7
´
™
N
W
E
t
S
®

North
1™
2´
4´

642
K43
AQ8
K652

South
1´
3´

West leads the ®J and East wins the trick with the
®K, South playing the ®4. What should East lead at
the second trick? Why?

tQ. East has already taken one trick and can be

almost certain of two more with the ™K and the
tA. Further tricks can be sought only in diamonds
and it is at least probable that South holds the king
and that dummy’s third diamond can be discarded
on the ®Q. Let East imagine himself in the
declarer’s place, and let him assume that he holds
the tK but neither the tJ nor the t9. He does not
know yet whether he must lose a trick in hearts and
he may therefore be able to afford the loss of two
tricks in diamonds. But not three. East’s lead of the
tQ, if backed by the knave and the nine or eight,
will cause the loss of three tricks in the suit if the
declarer covers with the king and finds the ace with
West, but only two if he refrains from covering and
leaves the lead with East, who will thereupon be
confronted with the menace of the 10 in dummy.
I agree with Marx about the switch to tQ. One
possibility is that declarer has, for example, ´AQ873
™5 tK65 ®Q983: left to his own devices, declarer is
very likely to make ten tricks but the diamond
switch may well give him a push in the wrong
direction.
r

I see from the August edition of Contract Bridge Journal that the winner of the July competition was
Edmund Phillips (Northwich) with the fine score of 98 points. In my early days of club bridge in the
North-West of England, I came across Phillips on several occasions: he was a player of decent county
standard, much respected in the locality and never to be seen without his pipe.
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