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ONLINE GAMES

by your Editor, Lou Hobhouse

Making it FUN!

click
link

F

or most folk there is nothing like playing
bridge with real people in the comfort of your
regular clubs with players who, over the years,
have become good friends. Sadly, that is not going
to happen again for a while. As the magazine went
to press very few clubs remain open.
So now it looks like we are all going to have to
embrace online bridge, but how lucky we are that
the platforms to do that are up and running and
ready for you to take your seat. English Bridge
published an article at the end of last year about the
different places you can play online. Some are apps
– little programs (applications) that you download
to your phone or tablet – some are played directly
on a website reached through your normal browser
on a computer. Many are available in both ways.
Here’s a link to the article in the December 2019
issue. Go to page 39:
https://view.pagetiger.com/hgeastoih/jfeaisoj
As this issue goes to press we are on the cusp of
many more offerings from the EBU for potential
online games to provide succour for those losing
their club nights. In addition to the existing daily
Funbridge robot games, there will be two daily
games at 7.30pm and 9pm of 12 boards each offered
on Bridge Base Online (BBO) playing with real
people. If these prove popular a third will hopefully
come on stream for the afternoon. Negotiations are
under way so that master points can be issued and
the game can contribute to your NGS. It is free to
register on Bridge Base Online and there is plenty of
scope for practice without paying a cent in a casual
game with your partner (yes, it’s an American site),
but if you play with a robot it will play American
Standard, 2/1, and the EBU games will cost a dollar.
What’s great about a BBO Pairs tournament is
that it allows you to play with a chosen partner, as
long as you know your partner’s BBO name. If you
both arrange to be online before the game starts,
you can invite your partner to play with you, and
play the system you want. EBU games are likely to
be mostly Acol, but it’s up to you.
www.ebu.co.uk

SELF-ALERTING
When you make a call that would be alerted or
announced in an EBU club you self-alert it on BBO.
Your partner can’t see your alert – only the
opposition. You never alert your partner’s bids.
Similarly, if you suspect that someone may have
made a system call that was not alerted you can click
on the bid and ask the bidder to explain. It only goes
to you – your partner does not know that you even
asked. All this helps enormously with unauthorised
information. Even long hesitations may be internet
problems rather than that ‘long think’.
Bridge Club Live is also offering extra capacity to
club
members.
Read
about
it
here,
www.bridgeclublive.com/BCL_PressRelease_01.as.

RECREATING OUR COSY CLUBS
Now, I’m a Somerset lass through and through. I’m
hoping to use one of the platforms available to
organise games for our local clubs – probably
Somerset-wide rather than just one club (although
any EBU member would be welcome). Last week
people were digging their heels in saying ‘never,
ever online’. At last night’s closing session of my
regular club there were hints that ‘maybe’ is more
appropriate. My feeling is that potential online
junkies like myself need to invite laggards to play –
help them set up an account on a platform and
invite them to a game. I’m looking forward to
increasing the number of people I play with and
trying out new partnerships.
I will definitely be participating in the EBU games
with partners from far afield who I never normally
have a chance to play with. I’m also looking forward
to local games where I know the people I’m playing
against, and we can have a little bit of online banter,
catch-up and chat at the table. I’m going to be
knocking at their virtual doors trying to persuade
them to join up for a game. I hope you all manage
to do the same. Let’s keep bridge going while this
gloomy isolation continues.
r
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ACOLytes - Know the Basics
Bidding Quiz

by Sarah Bell
click
link

W

e have covered a lot of ground since this
column started: opening bids, preempting, responding to and raising
partner, overcalling and bidding in competition.
Before we move on to more advanced concepts,
such as some useful conventions, I thought it would
be a good time to do a quick recap of what we’d
looked at so far. Have a go at bidding these hands to
check your understanding.

OPENING BIDS

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
KQJ954
7
532
J87

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
854
AQ87
K6
KJ63

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
KJ76
Q 10 5
AJ92
AQ

´
™
t
®

Hand 4
KQJ4
J 10 8 5 4 3
6
42

´
™
t
®

Hand 5
AQJ
K Q 10 9 6
AJ
K 10 9

´
™
t
®

Hand 6
KQJ4
7
AK6
J9863

´
™
t
®

Hand 7
K86
Q9
76
J 10 9 8 6 4

´
™
t
®

Hand 8
Q J 10 7 6
AKJ54
K6
2

´
™
t
®

Hand 9
6
86
K Q J 10 6 4 3
982

ANSWERS

Hand 3 Your hand is balanced but you have 17
points so are too strong to open 1NT. Open 1´,
planning to bid NT later to show your hand. My
style, which I suggested when I first wrote about
opening these hands, is always to open the major
with 4-4 hands so I would open 1´, not 1t.

Hand 4 You have seven points and six hearts but
your suit is very poor so you cannot open a weak
2™ on this – just pass. Another reason to pass is
that you have four great spades, so if partner
opens or overcalls in spades you will want to
support them, not insist on playing in hearts
when partner may not have support for you.

Hand 5 Open 2NT, showing 20-22 points and a
balanced hand. You have five hearts, which you
would like to be able to tell partner about, but if
you open 1™ you will not have a convenient rebid
to show your hand type: you only get one chance
to show 20-22 balanced and that is far more
useful information to your partner than the
identity of your longest suit (note that opening
1™ wouldn’t promise five of them anyway).

Hand 6 Open 1®. You have 14 points, which is
plenty to make an opening bid, and with an
unbalanced hand you should always bid your
longest suit first, even if it isn’t your strongest
suit. You will be able to bid 1´ at your next turn
or support spades if partner bids them, which will
give a good description of your shape and rough
strength.

Hand 1 Open 2´, showing 5-9 points and a good

Hand 7 You might be tempted to open a weak 2®

six card suit. Your hand is ideal for this as your
spades are great, you have a useful singleton and
you don’t have much outside your suit, so your
hand won’t be very useful in defence.

on this hand but there are a few issues with this.
The biggest problem is that 2® isn’t a weak 2 bid:
it shows 23+ points or a game forcing hand! If
you would like to pre-empt in clubs you will have
to bid 3®. Although you can occasionally do this
with a six card suit, this hand has a terrible club
suit, no redeeming shape and most of its high
cards outside clubs, making it suitable for
defending. You should therefore pass. I would
open 3® on something like ´5 ™87 tQ965

Hand 2 You have 13 points and a balanced hand so
open 1NT. Don’t be put off by your three low
spades: 1NT shows 12-14 points so you won’t
often have great holdings in every suit when you
open it!
6
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®KQJ1032 because of its extra shape (6-4),
shortage in both majors and great suit quality.

Hand 8 With an opening hand and two five card
suits, always open the higher-ranking suit, in this
case 1´. This will make it easy for you to rebid
your hearts later. You may even get the chance to
bid your hearts twice, showing a 5-5 shape.

Hand 9 This hand is perfect for a 3t opening. It has
a great seven card suit and nothing outside: you
will take far more tricks with this hand if
diamonds are trumps (six in your hand) than if
they are not (probably one, maybe not even that).

RESPONSES
Partner opens 1™ and RHO passes. What, if
anything, should you bid on these hands?

required to bid a new suit at the two level so you
should bid 1NT. This shows a responding hand
that would like partner to pass with 15-16 points
and a balanced hand.

Hand 12 This is another variation on Hand 10.
Your spades aren’t very good here but you have
four of them so should respond 1´. If your hand
were stronger you could bid 2®, planning to
show your spades later but this hand is not worth
a two level response.

Hand 13 With 4 card support and 11 points you
should invite your partner to game by bidding
3™. You are not far from a 4™ bid but your shape
is nothing too exciting, so I would content myself
with inviting. Partner will accept if they have
extra values or good shape.

Hand 14 Bid 2™, showing 5-9 points and three or
W

N
1™

E
Pass

S
?

´
™
t
®

Hand 10
K J 10 4 3
Q7
7532
87

´
™
t
®

Hand 11
85
Q8
K J 10 7 6
8743

´
™
t
®

Hand 12
8652
Q7
97
K J 10 4 3

´
™
t
®

Hand 13
Q864
KJ32
A5
J 10 9

´
™
t
®

Hand 15
J6
J54
10 7 6
J6432

´
™
t
®

Hand 14
K3
Q96
J 10 7 4 3 2
65

more hearts. You have six diamonds but can’t bid
those because 2t would show 10+ points. With,
say, 10 points and an otherwise similar hand you
could bid 2t and then support hearts later to
show your strength.

Hand 15 You have three card support for partner
but with such a weak hand you should just pass.
It’s more interesting if you have a very weak hand
with a lot of shape, such as five hearts or four
hearts and a singleton somewhere.

QUIZ CONTINUED OVERLEAF

ANSWERS
Hand 10 You should respond on any hand with six
points and you have five spades, one more than is
needed for a 1´ response, so bid that and feel
good about your hand! If partner bids 2® you
can then give preference back to 2™, as they will
have at least five hearts.

Hand 11 You have the same suit holdings as you did
in Hand 10, just with the suits in a different order.
You can’t bid 1´ now as you do not have four
spades and you do not have the 10 points
www.ebu.co.uk
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Your RHO opens 1t. What, if anything, should you
bid on these hands?
W

´
™
t
®

N

Hand 16
AJ2
KQ76
KJ92
Q 10

E
1t

´
™
t
®

S
?

Hand 17
A K J 10 5
876
54
Q54

´
™
t
®

Hand 18
K532
K7
A Q 10 8
865

´
™
t
®

Hand 19
A652
AJ64
7
K753

´
™
t
®

Hand 20
KJ
AK96
Q8
87654

´
™
t
®

Hand 21
K J 10 9 5 4
K5
4
9762

clubs are far too weak for a two-level overcall.

Hand 21 This hand is perfect for a weak jump
overcall in spades. Bid 2´, showing 5-9 points and
a good six card spade suit – just like a weak 2
opening. Note that you will often have a seven
card suit to make a weak jump overcall if you
need to bid at the three-level in order to do this,
for instance, overcalling 3t over 1´.

BIDDING IN COMPETITION
The auction starts with your left-hand opponent
and proceeds as below. What should you do on
these hands?
W
1™

N
1´

Hand 22
´
™
t
®

S
?

Hand 23
´
™
t
®

QJ7
54
KQ43
K 10 9 4

E
1NT

Hand 24
´
™
t
®

J 10 8 7
3
A873
Q853

Q7
873
KQJ873
J6

ANSWERS
W
1™

Hand 16 Bid 1NT, showing 15-17 points and a
balanced hand with a good diamond stop. 1NT
doesn’t show 12-14 here because your right-hand
opponent has bid, making it more dangerous to
suggest no trumps (you could get doubled by left
hand opponent if they have some points and have
nowhere to go).

Hand 25
´
™
t
®

9763
862
J54
K98

Hand 17 You have a fantastic spade suit so can
overcall 1´. It doesn’t matter that you do not have
an opening hand because your suit is so good. I
would still overcall if the ®Q was a low club.

Hand 18 You have 12 points and a balanced hand
with length in your opponent’s suit. You are not
strong enough to overcall 1NT and do not have
the right shape to make a take-out double so all
you can do is pass.

Hand 19 This hand is the perfect shape for a takeout double: it has shortage in the opponent’s suit
and support for any other suit that partner might
bid. With 12 points you should certainly do this.

Hand 20 Although you have 13 points you have to
pass. Your shape is unsuitable for a take-out
double as you have a doubleton spade and your
8
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´
™
t
®

N
Dble

E
Pass

S
?

Hand 26
´
™
t
®

Hand 27

AQJ63
652
Q74
87

Hand 28
J3
765
AQ8542
K6

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Q52
KJ95
K3
10 7 4 2

Hand 29
A43
A Q 10 8
K7
J854

ANSWERS
Hand 22 With 11 points and three card support for
partner you have a good hand for a raise. You can
make an unassuming cue bid, where you bid 2™
(your opponent’s suit) to show a good raise to 2´
(10+ points). If partner bids 2´ over this they are
saying that their hand is poor and you should
pass, as their one level overcall did not promise
much in the way of points.
www.ebu.co.uk

Hand 23 Bid 3´, showing a relatively weak hand
with four spades. Note that this is different to
raising a 1´ opening to 3´, which is invitational,
as you can make an unassuming cue bid on those
hands after opponents have bid a suit.

Hand 24 You have a great diamond suit and
tolerance for partner’s spades so I would bid 2t.
If I had a really good hand, I’d start by doubling
1NT so partner shouldn’t expect the earth for
this. A useful principle of competitive auctions,
which I will write about in more detail at a later
date, is that when all four hands are bidding, most
bids are not forcing and good hands start with a
double or a cue bid of the opponents’ suit.

Hand 25 You should bid 1´. As you are bidding at
the lowest possible level you aren’t showing any
points or any good spades, just saying that you
like spades best of the three unbid suits. You
should be extra keen to bid spades rather than a
minor as a take-out double usually has some
emphasis on having length in unbid majors. With
5·1·4·3 shape partner would almost always
overcall in spades but with 4·1·3·5 they may well
start with a double.

Hand 26 This hand is too good to just bid 1´ so
jump to 2´ to show 9-11 points and 4+ spades.
Partner can pass this with a minimum or bid on
if they’d like to look for game.

Hand 27 You don’t really want to bid your clubs as
the suit is terrible, you only have four of them and
you have quite a few points. You should bid 1NT,
showing 8-10 points and a good heart stop, with
no obvious suit to bid.

Hand 28 2t would not be a jump so it wouldn’t
show much. Jump to 3t to show a little more at
the bottom end than 2´ showed in Hand 26 as the
three level is higher and partner is usually less
keen on diamonds than spades. Your sixth
diamond is a real asset and 2t would be a huge
underbid.

Hand 29 With 14 points you are confident that you
would like to play in game. Some people might
bid 2™ as a kind of waiting bid, just saying that
they liked their hand, but this hand is very clearly
most suitable to play in NT. It has a great heart
stop and only three spades, so it is very unlikely
that you belong in any game other than 3NT. I
would just bid it straight away.

QUIZ CONTINUED OVERLEAF
www.ebu.co.uk
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OPENER’S REBID

ANSWERS

You open your longest suit at the one level and
partner responds as shown. What do you bid now,
with silent opposition?

Hand 30 With 14 points you do not have enough to

N
1NT

N
1´

N
1™

N
1´

N
3™

S
1™
?

S
1t
?

S
1®
?

S
1™
?

S
1™
?

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

Hand 30
QJ82
AJ732
K7
K4

Hand 31
J
AKQ7
KQ9652
A4

´
™
t
®

Hand 32
KJ8
Q76
AJ5
KQ65

´
™
t
®

Hand 33
KQJ8
AQ764
5
Q 10 9

´
™
t
®

Hand 34
5
A J 10 7 6 4
KQ5
KJ7

reverse into spades. Partner’s 1NT bid said ‘I
would like you to pass if you have 15-16 points and
a balanced hand’ so you should certainly pass here
given that you have less than this. If you could bid
your second suit below the level of your first you
should do that.

Hand 31 You have 19 points and good shape. Don’t
rebid your diamonds, even though you have six of
them: a 2t rebid shows 11-15 points and 3t 1617. If you bid 2™ you are showing 16+ points and
you may find a heart fit. You can always bid the
diamonds again later if the opportunity arises.

Hand 32 Bid 1NT, showing 15-17 points and a
balanced hand. Partner has only shown four
hearts so there is no rush to support with three
when you have a bid that shows your values and
general hand type so well.

Hand 33 This hand has 14 points and great shape:
four card support for partner and a singleton. I
would bid 3´, asking partner to bid game if they
have about nine points. They might bid game
with less if they have extra length in spades or a
useful shortage themselves. Don’t be put off by
the fact that you ‘only’ have 14 points. You would
bid 3´ with 15 or 16 points, a balanced hand and
four card support, but this hand may be much
more useful to your partner.

Hand 34 I’d accept partner’s invitation to game on
most 14 counts and this one has really good
shape, with a singleton and six hearts. This is a
clear 4™ bid.

Hand 35 Bid 3™, showing 16-17 points and a six
card heart suit.

N
1NT

N
1t

S
1™
?

S
1®
?

10 English Bridge April 2020

´
™
t
®

Hand 35
KQ8
AQ7643
A
J52

´
™
t
®

Hand 36
AQJ5
4
K65
AKQ87

Hand 36 Nineteen points is too strong a hand to
rebid 1´; you should jump to 2´, showing a game
force opposite partner’s responding hand as well
as 5+ clubs and four spades. Partner will bid
naturally over this. Note that your partnership is
now forced to game and neither of you can pass
the hand out in a part score once you have
jumped to 2´. This is because 2´ is a jump: if you
had simply reversed, such as in the auction
1t:1´, 2™, that would show 16+ and be a forcing,
but not game-forcing, bid.
r
www.ebu.co.uk

Basic Cardplay
The Hold-Up Revisited 2

click
link

I

n the last edition we took another look at the
hold-up, a common play in no trumps if
sometimes over-used. This article focuses on
suit play – is it right to employ the hold-up here?
The answer, as you might expect, is sometimes Yes –
in fact surprisingly often.

´
™
t
®

South plays in 4´.
West leads the ™5.

Q873
J7
K9
AJ965
N
W

South plays in 4´. West leads the ™5
´ A983
™ A95
t 854
® K96
´ 4
´ K6
™ K Q 10 6 2 W N E
™ 84
S
t J76
t Q 10 9 3 2
® 10 8 5 2
® A743
´ Q J 10 7 5 2
™ J73
t AK
® QJ

Here, declarer has to duck or die at trick one. He
uses the combination of the ™Axx in dummy and
the ™Jxx in hand as a split tenace. Ducking with this
combination is a variation on the Bath Coup which,
if you haven’t heard of it in those terms, is where
declarer ducks trick one with AJx when the king is
led on his left.
Failure to duck trick one would leave declarer
with four losers – a spade (if the finesse fails), two
hearts (the lead from East if the finesse fails) and a
club. After ducking, South can eventually get his
heart loser away on dummy’s club winner.
Try this one. What possible advantage could
accrue here from ducking trick one? Once again,
you are playing in 4´; this time West leads the ™5
on which East plays the ™K:
12 English Bridge April 2020

E
S

Consider this deal, for example, played in 4´ by
South with the ™K lead:
´
™
t
®

AKJ954
A 10
10 8 5
Q 10

Your essential Count and Plan reveals that you
have eight obvious winners (six spades, one heart
and one club). You have to set up clubs for the extras
and you have to finesse into East. Even if the club
finesse were to lose you’d have plenty of winners.
Why not take the ™A, draw trumps and try your
luck with the club finesse?
As so often in a suit contract, the issue isn’t about
winners but losers. The danger is that East might
take the ®K, put his partner on lead with the ™Q
(all the indications are that West has this card) and
a diamond switch could then be fatal.
Ducking trick one is the only winning line, as a
sight of the full deal shows:

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

10
Q9653
J632
743

Q873
J7
K9
AJ965
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

62
K842
AQ74
K82

AKJ954
A 10
10 8 5
Q 10

www.ebu.co.uk

The best the defenders can do, against correct
declarer play, is to take one heart, the ®K and the
tA, provided East cashes this last trick when on
lead with his club winner. Were you to take trick one
with the ™A, though, the defensive communications
would be open and East-West could defeat you.
What about this one? Take the wheel in 4´ again.
West, having bid hearts, leads the ™K against your
game and East contributes the ™J. How would you
play the hand?

South plays in 4´.
West leads the ™K.

´
™
t
®

432
94
A763
K842
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AK865
A63
K4
QJ5

South plays in 4´. West leads the ™K
´ 432
™ 94
t A763
® K842
´ Q 10 9
´ J7
™ K Q 10 8 7 2 W N E
™ J5
S
t J9
t Q 10 8 5 2
® A6
® 10 9 7 3
´ AK865
™ A63
t K4
® QJ5

After the ™K holds, West does best to play
another heart at trick two. Now you win, play off
two top trumps and ruff the last heart on table.
Here, East cannot overruff, but you couldn’t care
less if he could – it would be at the expense of his
natural trump trick.
Note that taking trick one with the ™A leads to
defeat. Were you to cash the ´AK and then duck a
heart West would win, draw dummy’s last trump
and cash a heart winner.
r

Your Count and Plan reveals that you have seven
winners (two spades, one heart, two diamonds and
two clubs). Counting losers (as you must) you have
a sure trump loser, a sure heart loser (maybe two)
and a sure club loser.
Trumps will have to break 3-2 or you’re a goner
on this one, so assume that to be the case. What are
you going to do with the losing heart? Ruff it on
table? But note that hearts are almost certainly 6-2
after East’s play of the ™J. This might not matter if
East has three trumps as he’d be overruffing the
dummy with a natural trump trick, but what if he
has a doubleton trump?
This deal is all about timing, and it’s essential to
get the timing right by ducking trick one. Here’s the
full deal:

Have you got it?
Paul’s quiz is online, p68

Please recycle
this magazine when you
have finished with it
www.ebu.co.uk
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I

n each of the following hands you are sitting
South. You are playing in a teams match with
IMPs scoring. You should make a plan to give
yourself the best chance of making your contract,
even if that means giving up on the possibility of
making overtricks.
Hand 1
´ AKQ632
™ AK
t QJ
® A73

Hand 2
´ Q74
™ A Q 10 4
t J93
® A 10 2

N
W

N
E

W

S

´
™
t
®

4
753
K 10 9 3
10 8 6 5 2

You are in 3NT. West
leads the ™Q. Plan
your play.

´
™
t
®

Hand 3
J84
J73
AJ5
KQ83

´
™
t
®

K82
J9
A Q 10 7 4
KQ6

You are in 3NT, after
East made a 1´
overcall. West leads
the ´10. Plan the play.
´
™
t
®

Hand 4
8
764
AKQJ53
864

N
W

N
E

W

S

´
™
t
®

E
S

AKQ72
94
Q7
AJ72

You are in 4´ after
East makes a low level
overcall in hearts.
West leads the ™Q,
then continues with
the ™6. East wins the
™K, and plays the
™A. Plan your play.

Hand 1
´ QJ87
™ Q 10 4 3
t3
®AQJ3

Hand 2
´ A 10 9
™ A97643
t2
®KJ7

Hand 3
´8
™A632
tAQ752
® Q 10 5

Hand 4
´ K864
™AQ42
t65
® K 10 2

W
?

N

E

S

W
1™
?

N
2t

E
2™

S
3t

W
1t
?

N
Pass

E
1´

S
2®

W

N

E

Dble
?

3t

3´

S
1t
4t

W

N
3t

E
3´

S
Pass

N
Pass
Pass

E
2®2
2NT

S
Pass
Pass

E
S

´
™
t
®

A92
AKQ3
87
AJ53

You are in 6™. West
leads the ´K. Plan
your play.

David Bakhshi gives the
answers on page 44
14 English Bridge April 2020

You are sitting West. What should you bid with
each hand below on the given auction at
matchpoint pairs, N-S Vulnerable?

Hand 5
´ K 10 6
™K872
t63
® 9732

Hand 6
´ K J 10 2
™93
tAQ8
® Q J 10 7

?

W
1NT1
2´
?
1

12-14, 2 Stayman

Julian Pottage gives the answers
on page 62
www.ebu.co.uk

2021 GOLD CUP
The premier British teams event
Closing date for this year’s competition:

Monday, 6th July 2020
The schedule for the 2021 Gold Cup will
run from mid-July 2020 to the Finals in
October 2021. The Silver Plate, open to
English and Welsh first and second
round losers and administered by the
EBU, will commence in early 2021.
Entry fee: £84 per team
(half-price pro-rata for players under 25)
The entry fee includes the fee for the Silver Plate

Enquiries to Sandra Claridge

sclaridge31@gmail.com

Entry form at
www.bridgegreatbritain.org

www.ebu.co.uk
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Bridge Fiction

by David Bird

The Headmaster’s Verdict

T

he Reverend Benson surveyed John Hutson
disapprovingly as he took his seat. ‘Your
Divinity essay was very poor this week,’ he
observed. ‘Hardly any content there. It was half an
hour’s work at the most.’
‘I found it a difficult topic, Sir,’ Hutson replied. ‘I
hadn’t really heard of Thomas Aquinas.’
‘Nonsense, boy,’ Benson replied. ‘He was one of
the greatest theologians of the 13th century. Had
you taken the trouble to visit the school library, you
would have found several books that mention him.’
‘There were none left by the time I had a look,’
Hutson persisted.
The Headmaster pointed impatiently at the board
they were due to play:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer North.
´ A64
™ 743
t A Q J 10 7
®AK
Q J 10 9 3
´ 85
N
A 10 2
™ K986
W
E
K96
t 84
S
85
® J 10 7 3 2
´ K72
™ QJ5
t532
®Q964

West
John
Hutson
Pass

North
Reverend
Benson
1t
3NT

East
Neil
Phillips
Pass
All Pass

thought a bit longer at the start. ‘Ace of diamonds,’
he said.
When the tK did not appear, the Headmaster
played a third round of the suit. Hutson won with
the king and returned another spade, which was
allowed to win. A third round of spades was taken
in the dummy and the Headmaster played off the
minor-suit winners.
To make the contract now, he would need East to
hold the ace and king of hearts. It was not to be.
West won the first round of hearts with the ace and
cashed two spade tricks to put the game one down.
Benson reached for the score sheet, noting that
3NT had been made at several tables. ‘Does it work
better to win the first trick in the dummy?’ he
suggested. ‘You could unblock dummy’s two clubs
and then start the diamonds by leading the queen...’
‘Bring up the next board, will you?’ intervened
the Headmaster. It was all very well suggesting a
different line when you knew where all the cards
were. Whenever Benson played a contract himself,
he was a very wooden performer.

South
The
Headmaster
1NT

John Hutson led the ´Q and the Headmaster won
with the king, so that he could take the diamond
finesse. When a diamond to the queen won the next
trick, he sat back in his chair. What next? If the tK
fell under the ace, he would have nine tricks. If it
didn’t, he might be held to eight tricks, never
making a trick with the ®Q. Perhaps he should have
16 English Bridge April 2020
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This was the second board of the round:

´
™
t
®

Love All. Dealer South.
´ AKJ
™ 8542
tQ65
®J94
8
´ 10 9 7 4 3 2
N
J7
™ K3
W
E
98742
t A 10 3
S
Q8653
® 10 2
´ Q65
™ A Q 10 9 6
tKJ
®AK7

West
John
Hutson

North
Reverend
Benson

Pass
Pass
All Pass

3™
5t

East
South
Neil
The
Phillips Headmaster
1™
Pass
4NT
Pass
6™

The ´8 was led and the Headmaster won with
dummy’s jack. ‘Small trump,’ he said.
When he played the ™Q from his hand, Hutson
followed with the ™J. The Headmaster nodded his
approval of this card. Had the boy followed with a
spot card instead, there would still be a chance that
East had started with ™KJx. As it was, nothing could
be easier than to return to dummy and take a
marked finesse against the trump king.
The Headmaster led the ´6 and could not believe
his eyes when Hutson ruffed with the ™7. A
diamond trick had to be lost subsequently and the
slam was one down.
‘We were missing an ace and the king of trumps,’
Benson observed. ‘It’s a pity we don’t play Roman
Keycard Blackwood.’ He surveyed the score sheet.
‘Yes, most pairs have stopped in 5™. Mind you, they
all seem to have made twelve tricks.’
The Headmaster was not interested in his
partner’s opinions on the board. He stared blackly
to his left. ‘How dare you play such an impertinent
defence?’ he demanded. ‘Have your parents never
taught you to respect your olders and betters?’
‘I must have pulled the wrong card, Sir,’ Hutson
replied. ‘I meant to play a low one.’
The Headmaster turned towards his partner. ‘Is

www.ebu.co.uk

the foolish boy already in detention for his lack of
effort on the Divinity essay?’ he queried.
‘I was certainly thinking about it,’ Benson replied.
‘You need think no longer,’ declared the
Headmaster. ‘I will add his name to the detention
book, myself.’
r

MARGARET CURTIS
1923 – 2020
Margaret was heavily involved in bridge at
county and national level for sixty years. She
served on the EBU Board from 1959 to 2000,
including stints as vice chairman of the EBU and
chairman of the Tournament Committee. She was
part of a small committee which proposed the
introduction of the Dimmie Fleming Award. She
also helped organise the European and World
Championships held in England four times
between 1985 and 2002.
Margaret received the EBU’s Gold Award for her
services to English Bridge in 2000.
She served as Honorary General Secretary of
Essex CBA from 1956 to 2011, and then assumed
the role of Honorary President.
As a player she won most of the Essex
competitions several times and represented the
county on numerous occasions.
Her expertise was not confined to bridge. At the
age of 20 she played netball for England touring
the West Indies. She later became Honorary
President of the Essex Netball Association
attending all their matches whatever the weather.
Her other passion was gardening and up to the age
of 80 she was still doing four or five gardens a
week including her doctor’s!
EBU Chairman Ian Payn said, ‘Bridge in
England had no greater friend than Margaret. Noone did more in her beloved Essex or for the game
as a whole. She will be much missed and our
condolences go to both her family and friends,
who are legion’.
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Traps for the unwary

by
Byrne
Michael Byrne
by Michael

Competitive Doubles in a Live Auction

click
link

O

ne of the main areas in which the average
player can improve their game is to make
more doubles. I am not talking about
penalty doubles (that’s another area which deserves
its whole own discussion), the type I am thinking of
are known as ‘competitive doubles’.

Hand 1 is happy with whatever partner does, and

A competitive double is the general name given to
a take-out double used after partner has made an
overcall:

either a four card red suit to bid or a good six card
suit he can rebid, but as partner is likely to be
shortish in spades the hands should fit reasonably
well. Whatever happens, when you double it will
be better than letting the opponents play in
spades, where their trump suit is breaking nicely.

W
1´

N
2®

E
2´

S
Dble

The sort of hand you want to have for such an
action is one with a few values (enough that you
think your side might own the part-score facing an
overcaller of 10-16), some tolerance for partner’s
suit, and support for the unbid suits with special
emphasis on any unbid majors.
In the sequence above all of these hands would be
suitable for a double:
Hand 1
A752
KJ65
Q65
63

Hand 2
´ J76
™ A Q 10 2
tK765
®86

´
™
t
®

Hand 2 is gambling a bit that partner will have

Hand 3 is a powerful hand with a great spade

This is one of the most useful places you can
double for take out but it seems too often forgotten
and players end up finding the second (or third)
best bid as an alternative.

´
™
t
®

the hand contains enough values that the hand is
likely to belong to your side. Your spade holding
looks good in both defence and attack, fitting well
with partner’s likely singleton.

Hand 3
875
AKJ3
QJ9
K54

holding and it is likely game will be reached. It
looks tempting to bid 3´ (the opponents’ suit) to
try and steer the partnership into 3NT when
partner has a stopper, but the trouble with that is
that, if partner does have a spade stopper and a
four card heart suit, he will be torn as to which to
show. Far better to start with a double, and then
bid 3´ on the next round unless partner bids 3™
(which you will raise to 4™). That way you can
have your cake and eat it, reaching a 4-4 heart fit
if one exists, 3NT if partner has a spade stopper,
and 5® otherwise.

Hand 4 wants to compete in so many suits, and
double is the only call that keeps all the balls in
the air. While bidding 3t is unlikely to get you
into trouble, it places too much emphasis on the
diamonds. You’re not that keen to make your own
suit trumps (partner probably has better clubs
than you hold diamonds) and you don’t really
want to attract a disastrous Ax lead if the
opponents outbid you in spades.

Hand 5 simply must get the heart suit into action,
´
™
t
®

Hand 4
4
AK87
QJ7432
43

18 English Bridge April 2020

´
™
t
®

Hand 5
43
KJ953
AQ82
J2

but a bid of 3™ describes a completely different
hand, suggesting longer hearts and more playing
strength. This time you are actually short in
spades (just about) but that is not a requirement
of the double, it simply says you want partner to
compete.
www.ebu.co.uk

In each case the double is so useful because it
keeps a lot of different options open and allows you
and partner to communicate freely about the choice
of trump suit.
Every take-out double can be passed if partner
has a strong enough trump holding. This is very
rare in a sequence where the opponents have simply
raised from one to two.
What about higher sequences – can you still make
competitive doubles when the bidding gets closer to
the game level? The answer is yes, since sometimes
you are forced to take some action to avoid having
the contract stolen from you. Imagine a sequence
like this:
W
1™

N
1´

E
4™

S
?

In days of old the 4™ bidder would have held 12
points, the opening bidder would have 12+ points,
and the overcaller at least 10, leaving the 4th hand
with nothing to say and no problem. Double would
have been played as an old-fashioned ‘teach them a
sharp lesson’ because the trumps were breaking 5-0.
The trouble was that it was all grotesquely
inaccurate! Nowadays people have realised the best
meaning for 4™ is the same as 1™-Pass-4™ – a preemptive call showing a good fit and some playing
strength, in a hand that is probably very weak in
high cards.
Once again the double should be played as a
competitive double, showing strength and interest
in competing further. Since you are already at the
four level partner should pass the double a
reasonable amount of the time, particularly if he
has no extra shape.
Let’s imagine you have overcalled 1´ on each of
these hands and the auction has continued as above.
We shall assume the bidding is love all (neither side
vulnerable) so that it is not clear who is pushing
whom.

´
™
t
®

Hand 6
KJ8654
2
65
A J 10 7

Hand 7
´ A Q 10 7 4
™76
tQJ2
®983

´
™
t
®

Hand 8
J9743
A54
6
KJ95

Hand 6 should take out the double to 4´. Your side
rates to hold an eight card fit (perhaps nine if
www.ebu.co.uk

partner didn’t feel like being bullied into raising
you on three cards) and your 6-4 shape gives you
good playing strength. While you have some
defence and might beat 4™, it is unlikely to go
many down and it’s not clear what to lead or how
to plan the defence.

Hand 7 should pass the double. You have no extra
playing strength and a fair defensive hand. 4™
might make once every so often but that is no
disaster, the odd doubled game making will be
more than compensated for by the small penalties
you pick up more often.

Hand 8 should also pass the double. It is quite
possible that bidding is right – your side might
belong in 5®, but bidding on is a huge risk. You
have a good defensive plan in mind, lead your
singleton, get in with the ace of trumps and put
partner in to give you a ruff (or a couple of ruffs).
Note that partner has chosen to double when
holding short hearts rather than bid on, so he is
clearly giving you the chance to defend if you
want it.
r

The Dos and Don’ts of making
competitive doubles
Do

use a competitive double when partner
overcalls and you have some tolerance for
his suit and willingness to bid, but not
enough support to raise him.

Do

assume that if the opponents have a fit
then your side probably does as well, and
compete aggressively when the opponents
have bid and raised a suit.

Don’t be brushed aside by opponents that jump
to game in a major suit. It is frequently
right to compete when they bid 1™/´ –
4™/´, even if that means you get a bloody
nose once in a while.

Don’t be afraid to pass competitive doubles at
higher levels, and don’t forget to take
them out at lower levels. The higher the
level, the more likely it is to be right to
defend.

Have you got it? Try Michael’s quiz online,
page 69 when you’ve finished the article
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Sleuth’s Quiz

by Ron Klinger

Reading the lead

click
link

Y

ou are East, playing teams, all non
vulnerable.

is a sensible choice. As partner does not have A-K
in diamonds, there is a very good chance that
partner has the ®A.
The deal arose in a World Youth Teams:

Love All. Dealer East.
´ 96
™ K 10 6 4 3
t 9875
® 63
´ AQJ832
N
™ 9
W
E
t Q3
S
® K Q 10 7

1

W

N

Pass
Dble

3™
All Pass

E
1´1
3´

S
2™
4™

Five card majors

West leads the ´5: six – ace – seven.

What do you play next?
Before answering that question, you should
consider some other questions.

What is partner’s ´5 lead?
West is strong enough to double 4™ but was not
good enough to bid 2´. Hence, West cannot have
three spades. The ´5 must be a singleton or from
5-4 doubleton.

What do you know about partner’s diamond
holding?
Partner’s diamonds will not be headed by the
A-K. Partner would almost certainly have led the
tA in that case rather than the ´5.

What about partner’s hearts?
Partner has at most two hearts and so is not
doubling on a trump stack. Sometimes partner
doubles because of shortage in your suit. That
makes the ´Q an attractive return.
If you do not wish to play a spade at trick 2, the ®K
20 English Bridge April 2020

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

5
72
A 10 6 4
AJ9542

96
K 10 6 4 3
9875
63
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AQJ832
9
Q3
K Q 10 7

K 10 7 4
AQJ85
KJ2
8

If you return the ´Q at trick 2, the ´Q wins or
West ruffs South’s ´K. West can cash the minor suit
aces for one down. If West switches to the ®A and a
second club, declarer should lose two diamonds
later for two down.
The ®K switch by East at trick two makes the
defence easy for West. West should discourage
clubs. That would definitely indicate a desire for
East to revert to spades. After West receives a spade
ruff, West plays the ®A and East-West collect 300
for two down.
When defending, there is normally no rush to
break open a new suit unless there is a danger that
the cards in that suit might be discarded. That
means that East should not touch diamonds.
Whatever losers declarer has in diamonds will not
vanish. With East’s strength in the black suits, South
cannot discard any diamond losers from dummy on
spades or clubs.
In practice, East ignored this advice and, at trick
two, shifted to the tQ, king, ace. Expecting East to
www.ebu.co.uk

have a singleton tQ or Q-J in diamonds, West
returned a diamond and suddenly the impossible
contract made for +590.
At the other table:

1

W

N

Dble

4™

E
1´1
4´

S
2™
All Pass

Five card majors

West’s double here, showing 6+ points and both
minors, was better than West’s pass at the other
table. South led the ®8. East won and continued
with the ´A and ´Q. While 4´ can be defeated
double dummy, in practice, East lost just two spades
and a heart for +420 and +14 IMPs.
r

PREMIER GRAND MASTER
Congratulations to
Liz Commins, Merseyside/Cheshire
Gunnar Hallberg, London
Artur Malinowski, London
Alan Nelson, Manchester
on becoming

Premier Grand Masters
the English Bridge Union’s highest rank,
requiring a minimum 1,500 Green Points

LICENSED BRIDGE
WHEN you see the ‘LB’ sign in an advertisement in the
magazine, it means that:

•

The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and
received, a licence from the EBU.
• They may choose to give Master Points in accordance with
EBU scales.
• These Master Points will be accepted and added to player
records.
• The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations and
bye-laws, thus affording all players the protection of
playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU.
• Only licensed holidays may be advertised in English Bridge,
but they may include secondary social, Chicago or rubber
bridge games.
All county events advertised have an EBU licence.
NOTE: Members playing in events licensed by another
National Bridge Organisation will not be able to have Master
Points credited to their records save for events in Wales,
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, New Zealand
and Australia. The conversion of Green Points to Gold Points
will only happen at English events, the BGB Gold Cup and
Home Internationals.

www.ebu.co.uk

BERNARD TELTSCHER
1923 – 2020
Bernard Teltscher was born in Vienna. His
family lived in Czechoslovakia, on the Austrian
border. His mother tongue was German, but he
also spoke Czech, English and French. His family
moved to England in 1938, where he studied
engineering at University College and then
Economics at Trinity College, Cambridge where
he founded a bridge club.
Upon graduation he entered the family wine
business and over the years he expanded it and
acquired a large property portfolio.
Although he spent considerable energy on his
business, bridge was the cornerstone of Bernard’s
life – and he was an excellent player. He had many
illustrious partners, and was fond of giving his
friends nicknames. Tony Priday became ‘His
Serene Highness’ and Irving Rose ‘The Great Rose’.
Bernard named the bridge club he opened in Hyde
Park Place ‘TGR’s’ in honour of Rose who was its
manager. The club became home to many famous
and infamous players, who played for high stakes.
Bernard won many of the main English
tournaments including the Harold Poster Cup,
Summer Meeting Four Stars teams and Hubert
Phillips Bowl. He created the Senior Camrose
(Teltscher Trophy) and sponsored it for six years.
He was awarded the EBU’s Tony Priday Award in
2015 for his outstanding contribution to bridge
and enhancing the game in all its aspects.
Bernard was married three times. In 1963 he
married Irene. They had a daughter, Lisa, who
tragically died. In 1978, he married Jill, with
whom he had two children – Mark and Natalie.
Mark is a top bridge, poker and backgammon
player. Natalie is an editor and a scholar. Natalie’s
daughter Rae was the apple of Bernard’s eye.
In 1991, he married Kitty. The marriage ended
in divorce in 2006, but Kitty and Bernard
remained good friends and dined together every
Saturday for the rest of Bernard’s life.
Bernard played bridge very well until three
weeks before his death. He died with his boots on!
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Crocs on Defence

by Stephen Kennedy

Third Hand Play

click
link

W

e have spent a great deal of effort in
refining our opening leads over the
previous three issues, but even the
greatest of leads will fall foul if our partner isn’t
going to play the right card.
Third hand play (playing when your partner
made the lead) is all about making sure that the
fourth hand (declarer in this case) does not win the
trick cheaply. And we can do this by following the
third hand high rule. Take a look at this:
´ 752
N

´3

W

E
S

´ J72
´3

´ K 10 6
´ J72

Partner leads the ´3 (4th highest) against 3NT
and you hold the East cards. Following the rule of
third hand high, you should play the king. If you
play low declarer might score a cheap trick. That
would look stupid. And you definitely don’t want to
look stupid. The full layout could look like either of
these:
´ 752
N
E
S

´ K 10 6

´ Q84
´ 752
N

´Q983

W

E
S

´ K 10 6

´ AJ4

Playing the ten is quite obviously bad in the first
example, as it allows declarer to score a trick when,
by rights, we should have the first four. Playing the
king isn’t quite as effective in the second layout as
declarer will still have the ´J as a stop against
partner, but if you can gain the lead later, you can
play a spade and score three tricks.
Now that we’ve established just how good third
hand high is, let’s look at when not to play third
hand high. It’s usually when there’s an honour in
dummy:
22 English Bridge April 2020

´ K 10 6

Again, partner leads the ´3 (4th highest) and
declarer plays low from dummy. Now before you
slap the ´K on the table, shouting third hand high
(ready to blame me if it goes wrong), stop for a
moment. Partner’s 4th highest lead must be from an
honour, which must be the ace or queen. Let’s
consider the two possibilities:

´Q953

W

E
S

´

´

´AJ93

N
W

N
W

E
S

´ K 10 6

´ A84
´ J72
´A953

N
W

E
S

´ K 10 6

´ Q84

In the first layout, it is much better to play the ten.
If you play the king, declarer will take the ace and
dummy’s jack sits over partner’s queen and declarer
will score two tricks in the suit. If you play the ten,
however, dummy’s jack will be rendered useless. It’s
a bit like taking a finesse in defence.
But what about layout two? Doesn’t playing the
ten allow declarer to score the queen? Well, yes. But
declarer is always going to score the queen, no
matter what you play, so you might as well play the
ten, gaining when partner has the queen. The only
time declarer isn’t going to score a trick, is when
partner has led from ace-queen, and in that case, it
won’t matter which card you play.
In this example, it’s pretty clear why it’s right not
to play third hand high, but part of the reason it’s so
clear is that our ten is one card lower than dummy’s
jack. Things would be less clear if our card was even
lower:
www.ebu.co.uk

´ J72
N

´3

W

´K96

E
S

´

What now? If partner has the ace and declarer the
queen, it doesn’t really matter what you do, so let’s
consider things when the honours are reversed:

S
1´
2´

N
2®
4´

´
™
t
®

K 10 7 3
63
74
AKQJ5
N
W

E
S

´ J72
´ Q 10 5 3

N
W

´ J72
N
W

E
S

´K96

´ A 10 4

If you play the king in the first example, declarer
will take the ace, establishing the jack as a second
stop in the suit. It’s the same problem we had with
playing the king earlier – but wait. Because partner
has the ´10, our ´9 is strong enough to force
declarer’s ace.
Now, I realise this is quite an easy play with all
hands on view, but look at the second example. Is
playing the ´9 so bad? Well, it allows declarer to
score the ´10, but it doesn’t actually cost a trick.
When declarer has the ten, there is nothing we can
do to stop declarer taking two tricks in the suit, so
you may as well play the nine.
True, it may be better to play the ´K if we have
tricks elsewhere (only requiring one trick from
spades) or if we need to create an entry to partner’s
hand, but the ´9 doesn’t cost a trick in the suit itself
and works especially well in the first layout.
The real problem is when the suit looks like this:
´ J72
´AQ53

N
W

E
S

´K96

Partner leads the ™10. How do you play? Partner’s
™10 could be his highest but it could also be the
start of an interior sequence from Q109 or A109.
We don’t want declarer to score a trick cheaply.
Could it be a doubleton? Only if declarer has five
hearts – the bidding says ‘no’.
Let’s say you play the king. Declarer takes it with
the ace and plays a trump to the king, partner
following with the ´4. Ducking would not be wise
as declarer might switch to clubs, aiming to discard
his losers so you need to take the trump ace and
cash your side winners. But in which suit?
South’s second bid suggests a minimum opening
hand, so partner could have the tA or the ™Q.
Without a signal you have no way of knowing
which. You are left to a guess.
But guessing is awful. Did I really say that
partner’s ™10 lead could be from Q109 or A109?
Readers of this column will know that underleading
aces against suit contracts is a dangerous vocation.
Since partner can’t have the ace, you might as well
play the ™7 to the first trick. If declarer wins with
the queen, you know to play on diamonds when you
are in with the ´A. If declarer wins with the ™A, you
know to cash the ™K. You won’t get the contract
down, but you will maximise your tricks.
r

´ 10 8 4

Playing the nine here allows declarer to score a
trick with J72 opposite 1084. Now that does look
stupid. Bridge hands are obviously more complex
than the play in a single suit, and they can be even
more so against a suit contract. Allowing declarer to
score a quick trick with A10x could be disastrous if
he can later discard a loser. In bridge, there won’t
always be a ‘correct’ answer but thinking about how
the suit can lie is a good way of reaching the right
play more often than not. To finish things off, how
about a full hand:
www.ebu.co.uk

A8
KJ74
Q 10 6 5
972

´K96

E
S

´ A84

´Q853

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

4
Q 10 9 5 2
K9832
84

K 10 7 3
63
74
AKQJ5

´
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ QJ9652
™ A8
t AJ
® 10 6 3
N

A8
KJ74
Q 10 6 5
972
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Heather’s Hints

by Heather Dhondy

Clever play

click
link

P

laying teams, East opens 1®, South overcalls
1™, West doubles, and North raises to 2™.
East tries 2´ and as South you make a
competitive raise to 3™ which ends the auction.
N/S Game. Dealer East
´ 10 7 5
™ 10 7 5
t AQ53
® 965
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

holding the queen). How do you plan the play? This
is what you have seen so far:
South plays 3™. West leads the ®10
´
™
t
®
´ A2
™ Q4
t
® 10 3

West

North

Dble
All Pass

2™

East
1®
2´

South
1™
3™

West leads the ®10, which East wins with the ace,
and switches to the ´Q. You try the king, but West
wins with the ace and returns the ´2, covered by
dummy’s ten and East’s jack. The ®Q is continued
and your king holds the trick, West following low.
You draw trumps, which divide two-two (West

W

Rochford & Rayleigh Bridge Club
The Cedars, Castle Road, Rayleigh, SS6 7QF
Club duplicate, Thursdays, 7.15pm

Bridge on the Heath Bridge Club
St Andrews Church Hall, Bushey, Herts, WD23 1EE
Club duplicate, Mondays, 7.15pm
Supervised Practice, Mondays, 7.15pm
www.bridgewebs.com/busheyheath

E
S

´ QJ
™ 83
t
® AQ

K4
AKJ962
942
K2

Stop to consider East’s shape. West led the ®10
and you can see the nine in dummy which suggests
that it can only have been led from a doubleton,
therefore East began with six. Now go back to the
bidding. West’s double of one heart, and East’s free
bid of 2´ means that spades are dividing four-four.
That leaves East with just one diamond. You always
have one diamond to lose and the way to guarantee
losing just one is to play a diamond to the ace. If that
doesn’t drop the king, you can cross back to hand
and lead up towards the queen. Here’s the full deal:
South plays 3™. West leads the ®10
´
™
t
®

WELCOME TO OUR
™ NEWLY AFFILIATED CLUBS ™
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N

´
™
t
®

K4
AKJ962
942
K2

10 7 5
10 7 5
AQ53
965

´
™
t
®

A962
Q4
J 10 8 7 6
10 3

10 7 5
10 7 5
AQ53
965
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

QJ83
83
K
AQJ874

K4
AKJ962
942
K2

www.ebu.co.uk

HEATHER’S HINTS
D Look at all your clues to determine the shape
and points of the opponents. These include the
bidding, the opening lead and the early play. On
this hand, determining the shape of the
opposing hands was the key to making the
contract. The point count would also suggest
that East is likely to hold the tK for the
opening bid, but that isn’t a certainty as East
would probably have opened with a singleton
tJ, with six-four shape and an eleven count.
D You can use negative doubles to distinguish
between holding four or five spades after the
opponents overcall 1™. This can be very useful
for partner if the next opponent raises hearts.
Now, if you have bid 1´ guaranteeing five, your
partner will be able to compete in spades
holding just three.
r

EBU GRANTS FOR CLUBS

THE 2019 MASTERPOINT
ANNUAL COMPETITIONS
THE NATIONAL
LEADER BOARD

Congratulations to John Holland who has retained
the Sunday Telegraph Salver, for the most Master
Points earned in the calendar year.
John, who has now won the competition three
times in a row, and on seven previous occasions,
earned 25,760 points in 2019. Gary Hyett was
second (again) with 22,083, and Mike Bell was
third with 21,562.

HIGHEST SCORING JUNIOR

The English Bridge Union will soon be inviting
applications from clubs for grants to assist them
with capital expenditure. Further information
about this will be provided on the EBU website at
the start of April.

The two top juniors remain the same as last year–
Ben Norton first, and Shahzaad Natt second. Daisy
Dillon came third.

The most common applications in the past
have been for assistance with buying dealing
machines or wireless scoring systems, though in
principle any capital expenditure might qualify.
Small items and those not considered capital
expenditure, such as bidding boxes, tables or
cloths, will not usually be funded unless there are
small reserves left after awarding the main grants.

The Gold Point list is headed by Mike Bell, ahead
of John Holland and David Gold.

The EBU will provide funding to successful
applicants of no more than half the total
expenditure, but the fund available is limited and,
in order to help as many clubs as possible, those
who apply for a smaller proportion are more
likely to be successful. As a guide, last year the
largest grants awarded were for £1,000, but that is
dependent on the number of applicants.

GOLD POINT RANKING

ALL TIME LEADERBOARD
Derek Oram remains on top with 863,012 points.

CLUB CHAMPIONS
The highest earners of Master Points in each club
are entered into a draw. This year’s winners are
Michael Douglas of East Midlands Bridge Club
who wins £400. Stuart Linn of West Wight Bridge
Club was drawn second and wins £200, and
Nicholas Greer of Manchester Bridge Club wins
£100 for being drawn third.
The Master Point lists for 2019, including a
breakdown by county and rank, can be accessed
click
on: www.ebu.co.uk/masterpoint-reports/
link

www.ebu.co.uk

April 2020 English Bridge

25

Bridge with a Twist
Ask Simon

by Simon Cochemé
click
link

ELISABETH B (Raynes Park) writes: I had a
strange dream last night and I wonder if you could
tell me what it means. There was a stream of
bridge-related words and phrases that didn’t seem
to make sense: East, five to seven, variable, North,
Landy, occasionally ruff; fourth, 1020, South,
moderate, and West.
I suspect you had gone to sleep with Radio 4 on, and
were listening to the Shipping Forecast. And it’s
Lundy, not Landy.
ROGER M (Sutton) tells me he was watching a
TV programme called Only Connect where you had
to divide the following into linked groups of four:

argue that there is no need to show a good hand
when they are in a forcing sequence. In that case the
Sandwich NT can be used to show a hand that is not
strong enough to double for take-out, nor
distributional enough to bid 2NT; something like
nine points with 4-5 distribution in the black suits.
Some of our recently retired (on grounds of age),
junior bridge players are currently competing in
Only Connect in a team called Suits. Toby
Nonnenmacher’s team, which includes Kyle Lam, is
through to the finals, due to be aired on 30th
March. Good luck and congratulations to them on
their tremendous progress so far.
Simon tells me that after doing an Ask Simon
column for nine years, Roger M’s question is only the
second genuine query he has used.
Ed
MICHAEL B (Santa Clara, California) says he is
learning about the Ogust 2NT enquiry to a weak
two bid, and is having difficulty remembering the
responses.

One group, says Roger, was Trump – Singleton
– Sandwich – Rubber, and it was claimed that they
were all bridge terminology. ‘I have being playing
bridge for over 60 years,’ he states, ‘and I have
never heard the term sandwich. What a load of
rubbish!’
I’m sorry to have to disagree with your last sentence,
Roger. I may be in a minority, but not only do I
know what sandwich means in bridge, I actually
play a Sandwich NT with some partners.
You are in the sandwich position when your left
hand opponent opens the bidding, your partner
passes, and your right-hand opponent bids a suit;
say 1t-Pass-1™. Without discussion, a 1NT bid by
you would be strong, 15-17 or 16-18. But you might
26 English Bridge April 2020

The lowest response is easy, it shows ‘poor points,
poor suit’. But does 3t mean ‘good points, poor
suit’, or ‘poor points, good suit’, that’s the problem. I
tell my classes that diamonds are associated with a
good suit. You wouldn’t wear your diamonds with a
shabby suit, would you? My female students have no
problem understanding this.
Alternatively, you could follow the SAMU (Single
Acronym Multiple Use) principle. SAMU fell into
disrepute over the meaning of LOL. I am sure you
remember the acronymonious debate over whether
it stood for Laugh Out Loud, Lots Of Love or Little
Old Lady? But I digress. Older readers will recall the
5NT bid as a Grand Slam Force (also known in
those times as Josephine, but not today). Grand
Slam Force – GSF – Good Suit First – 3t; voila!
By the way, I have tracked down the origins of the
phrase ‘to up your game’. It was coined in the midthirties to describe bridge players taking 3NT out to
four of a major or, indeed, to five of a minor.
www.ebu.co.uk

KATH S (South London) asks why some bidding
boxes are supplied with two 1® cards. Is it
because the 1® card is the most used?
I collected bidding data for 2,096 boards. I usually
play four card majors and a weak no trump; but I
have an agreement with about half my partners to
open a minor before a major if we are 4-4. Which
bidding card do you think my partner and I use
most?
The answer is 1´ – 189 times (8.9% of all calls,
including Double and Redouble, but not including
Pass). Next are 1NT (7.9%), 1™ (7.8%) and 2™
(7.2%). 1® comes in a lowly 10th, with 3.2%. 1®
can only ever be an opening bid, of course, never a
response or a rebid. (There were 107 doubles, 12
redoubles, and seven deals were passed out. We did
not compete on 39% of the deals.)
Maybe it’s different in the States, I thought. Surely
they open 1® whenever Acolites do, and some of
the time when they have a weak no trump. Richard
Pavlicek (who has an excellent all-things-bridge
website) has analysed 73,068 auctions from major
events and gets a similar answer: 1´ leads the way
with 7.4%, followed by the same three bids: 1NT, 1™
and 2™. Indeed the top 10 are the same ten bids,
with 1® at number 10 on 4.5%.
So the answer to your question, Kath, is that 1® is
definitely not the most used bidding card, so it must
be down to general wear and tear because it is at the
back of the box, and the whole of the back of the
card gets fingered for every opening bid and first
response.
HENRY C (Shepherd’s Bush) says: I have just read
the earlier question and answer, and I see you are
an expert when it comes to interpreting dreams. I
wondered if you could help me with this one. I
dreamt I was using Roman KeyCard Blackwood
and in response to the first question I said 5-D.
Then my partner asked another question and I
said heart.
I think you have financial worries and that the
questions you answered were actually telephone
security questions disguised as Blackwood. I infer
that the first and fourth characters of your password
are 5 and D (even your subconscious knows
whether you play 03-14 or 14-30) and your
mother’s maiden name is Hart.
www.ebu.co.uk

WESLEY M (Menlo Park, California) asks what I
know about bridge Swifties.
A swifty or swiftie is the punning use of an adverb
accompanying the verb ‘said’. They are often
attributed to Tom. For example: ‘I like camping’ he
said intently, ‘I can’t remember what I am supposed
to buy’ said Tom listlessly, and ‘So I didn’t get any
apples or pears’ he said fruitlessly.
Bridge swifties include ‘The contract was
unbeatable’ he said coldly, ‘I didn’t have enough to
keep the bidding open’ said Tom irresponsibly, and
‘I had a three-suited hand’ he said heartlessly. Here
are four swifties that combine into a coherent
auction: ‘Two hearts’ said South weakly; ‘Four
spades’ said West gamely; ‘Pass’ said North
pointlessly; ‘Seven No-Trumps’ said East grandly.
Although not adhering strictly to the swifty
format, you may like this one: ‘The rest are mine;
oh, no, hang on …’ he exclaimed.
Why don’t you have a go? Here are some adverbs
for you to play with: shortly, forcefully, crossly,
roughly (do you see what I did there?), fitfully and
lightly; I am sure you can think of others.
r

SEND US A SWIFTIE
Email your best efforts to lou@ebu.co.uk

ADVERTISEMENTS
ALTHOUGH staff of English Bridge and the staff of Danby
Advertising (Advertising Agent for English Bridge) take
reasonable precautions to protect the interests of readers by
ensuring as far as practicable that advertisements in the pages
of English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its
publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking in
respect of claims made against advertisers, whether these
advertisements are printed as part of the magazine, or are in
the form of inserts. Legal remedies are available if redress is
sought, and readers who have complaints should address them
to the advertiser, should consult a local Trading Standards
Office or a Citizens Advice Bureau or their own solicitors.
Members should ensure when booking holidays that
they take suitable precautions to protect their booking:
check the company is part of a relevant organisation
(e.g. ABTA); take out suitable travel insurance; pay at
least £100 by credit card. Readers should note that
prices advertised may not be accurate due to currency
exchange rate fluctuations or tax changes.
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by Alan Mould

O

pening leads are often subjective and
virtually any opening lead can be successful
some of the time. However, bridge is in
many ways a game of percentages and therefore
certain leads will gain more often than others. In
each issue you will be given three hands and the
bidding on each, and you are asked to choose your
opening leads in both teams and pairs from those
proposed by our Quizmaster. Answers will be in the
next issue. In each problem you are on lead as West.

TWO answers - Teams & Pairs
Hand 1
´ 10 6 5 2
™ KQ2
t K 10 7 4
® 92
South
1®
2NT
6NT

West
Pass
Pass
All Pass

North
1t
4NT

East
Pass
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´2; (b) ™K; (c) t4; (d) ®9

HHHHH
Hand 2
´ 653
™ A 10 5 2
t 74
® AQ52

SEND IN YOUR ENTRY!
Numbers have fallen. Please take part – you
have a good chance of winning! Sending an
email is easy peasy - but don’t forget two
answers - teams and pairs. lou@ebu.co.uk
A twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards is the prize on
offer. For information on Piatnik cards visit
www.gibsonsgames.co.uk/collections/all-cards
There are TWO categories in our competition: up
to and including Master, and those with higher
ranking. Please indicate the category for which you
are entering with your answers. In the event of a tie,
the winner from each category will be randomly
selected. The editor’s decision is final.
Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz,
Raggett House, Bowdens, Langport, Somerset,
TA10 0DD
or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
by 29 April 2020.
Please make sure you include your full postal
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail
ANSWERS TO FEBRUARY’S QUIZ: Page 50
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South
1NT1
1
15-17

West
Pass

North
3NT

East
All Pass

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™2; (c) t7; (d) ®2

HHHHH

Hand 3
´ J 10 8 5 2
™ 87
t K853
® 64
South
West
North
1NT1
Pass
3®2
3NT
All Pass
1
15-17. 2 Natural, slam try.

East
Pass

Choose from: (a) ´J; (b) ´5; (c) ™8; (d) t3
www.ebu.co.uk

Beat Today’s Experts Beat Today’s Experts
These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

These hands are all from modern events
and David Bird points to some useful lessons
to be learned from them. Bid them with
your partner and then see how your efforts
compare with the experts’ bidding.

APRIL 2020
WEST HANDS

APRIL 2020
EAST HANDS

(IMP scoring on every deal)

(IMP scoring on every deal)

1. Game All
Dealer East
(Y Huang)
2. Love All
Dealer East
(Y Huang)

´
™
t
®

QJ9753
J
Q95
AK2

1. Game All
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

J 10 8 4 3
AK42
A3
63

2. Love All
Dealer East

´ AJ
™ 4
t AQJ
(Lin)
® KQ98752
* North bids 3™, South then bids 4™
3. Game All
Dealer East

4. E/W Game
Dealer East
(Guo)
* South bids 2®
5. E/W Game
Dealer South
(F Huang)

(H T Huang)

´
™
t
®

AJ86
KQ75
J 10 2
Q4

5. E/W Game
Dealer South

AQ95
J8
Q973
KJ9

´
™
t
®

Q65
Q7
Q 10 5 2
KQJ4

´ K8743
™ 5
t K987643
(Lai)
® –
* North bids 3™, South then bids 4™
4. E/W Game
Dealer East

´
™
t
®

AK6
AQ974
A7
Q83

3. Game All
Dealer East

AQ6
A7642
9842
J

Did you beat the experts? – Page 39
www.ebu.co.uk

(Liao)

´
™
t
®

* North bids 3® if West opens 1t, or
Unusual 2NT over other openings
6. Love All
Dealer West

(Liao)

´
™
t
®

(Lee)
* South bids 2®

(Zhou)

´
™
t
®

K3
K Q J 10 8
AQ
10 6 4 2

´
™
t
®

KQ92
A J 10 3
Q4
AK9

* North bids 3® if West opens 1t, or
Unusual 2NT over other openings
6. Love All
Dealer West
(Kuo)

´
™
t
®

8
K Q 10 4
A K 10 5
AQ62

Did you beat the experts? – Page 39
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NATIONAL POINT-A-BOARD

TOLLEMACHE CUP

The National Point-a-Board Teams was won by
the team of Phil King, Kevin Castner, Dessy
Malakova and Stefan Skorchev (pictured, from left
to right). Petar Ivanov also played for the team.
They finished just one point ahead of Paul
Hackett, David Mossop, John Sansom and Jason
Hackett.

Middlesex has won the Tollemache Cup – the
inter-county teams of eight championship –
claiming the trophy for the sixteenth time. The
team, pictured, was Richard Hillman, Steve Root,
Anne Rosen, Todor Tiholov, Neil Rosen, Ian Pagan,
Keith Bennett & Shahzaad Natt. Manchester came
second and Cambs & Hunts finished third.

HARROGATE CONGRESS
& Alan Brosgill, with the team of Michael Byrne,
Tom Slater, Alec Smalley & Rhona Goldenfield in
second place. The B stratification was won by Mark
Tilley, Ufuk Cotuk, India Leeming & Shahzaad
Natt, and the C stratification was won by Scott
Wang, Hanna Tuus, Daisy Dillon & Laura Ersek.

James Thrower & Henry Rose (pictured with EBU
director, Rob Lawy, centre) claimed the top spot in
the Swiss Pairs. Fresh off the back of his win at the
Peggy Bayer, Henry is the youngest ever player to
win an event at the Harrogate Congress. Second
place went to Dave Robinson & Rob Lawy. George
Bak & Nichola Cockerill-Smith came top in the B
stratification and Scott Wang & Hanna Tuus came
top in the C stratification.
The main Swiss Teams event was won by the
team of Geoff Kenyon, Carole Kelly, Robin Jepson

The Open Pairs was won by Nick Woolven &
Richard Winter, finishing ahead of Ufuk Cotuk &
Mark Tilley. The winners of the Mixed Pairs were
John Brearley & Judy Brearley, with Colin Porch &
Beverley Basquil and Gillian Emerson & Peter
Skuse in joint second place. The Improvers Pairs
was won by Carole Wilson & Karen Kayes, slightly
ahead of second-placed John Ungar & Miranda
Hughes. The Improvers Teams was won by Adrian
Hornby, Helen Dickinson, John Ungar & Miranda
Hughes.
The Congress was run by Yorkshire Contract
Bridge Association on behalf of the EBU.

NICKO PLATE
The NICKO Plate – the consolation competition
for teams losing early in the National Inter Club
Knock Out – has been won by Leeds C. Pictured,
from left are Alan Hayward (capt), Alan Jarvis,
Tom Cohen and Phil Morrison). The team beat
Oxford B (Matthew Covill, Emily Middleton,
Diana Nettleton and Mary-Ann Sheehy.
www.ebu.co.uk
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COMPETITION NEWS

SUMMER MEETING 2020
In 2020 we have an exciting brand new schedule of events
and timings!
Taking place from 31 July – 9 August, this year’s Summer
Meeting will have a new format. Acting on feedback from
the discussions held at last year’s Summer Meeting about
the future of competitions, and the suggestions that were
discussed on the Competitions Forum, we have made a few
changes to this year’s event. It includes a new simpler
structure, which you will hopefully enjoy. More details
about all the changes can be found on the Summer Meeting
webpage: www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/summer-meeting

SUMMER MEETING SPECIAL OFFER!
If you have never played at the Summer Meeting at
Eastbourne you can take advantage of our wonderful
special offer - £20 for each weekend and play in ALL midweek events for just £10! Book early to avoid missing out –
special offer places are limited.

CALENDAR
KEEP CHECKING
THE WEBSITES FOR
LATEST INFO
n APRIL 2020
1
6-9
17-19
18-19
18-19
24-3
24-28
25
25

n MAY 2020
2-3
7-11
8-10
11-14
15-17
16
16
16-17
17
17

SCHAPIRO SPRING FOURSOMES

17
22-26
23-25

Reminder: Due to the change of the May Bank Holiday, the

30-31

Schapiro Spring Foursomes will now take place from 7-11
May 2020 (not 1-5 May 2020). The Spring Fours is one of
the great events in the English calendar. The principal
event, the Schapiro Trophy, has become one of the toughest
events in domestic bridge. The format is a doubleelimination over nine sessions of 32 boards. See
www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/schapiro-spring-fours

6-7
6-7
6-7
13
14
17-27
26-28

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY CONGRESS
The Spring Bank Holiday Congress will be held on 23-25
May at the Crowne Plaza, Stratford-upon-Avon. The hotel
is the same venue as used in previous years (but renamed).
The Championship Pairs is a four-session event – a twosession qualifying round, leading to a pair of two-session
'all play all' finals for the top forty pairs. The non-qualifying
players move in to the Swiss Pairs to join those who have
only come to play in this one-day event on the Sunday.
There is a Stratified Swiss Teams on Bank Holiday Monday.
www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/spring-bank-holidaycongress
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Lady Loof Pairs
British Spring Sim Pairs
Lady Milne, Coventry
National Pairs Final, Hilton Warwick
Portland Bowl Final, London
Lambourne Jersey Festival of Bridge
Olympiad Senior Trial, YCBC, London
Garden Cities Regional Finals
Staffs & Shrops Congress, Telford
National Swiss Teams Congress, Solihull
Schapiro Spring Foursomes, Hilton
Warwick
Cheltenham Congress, Cheltenham
EBED Spring Sim Pairs
Teltscher Trophy, Ireland
Northants GP Swiss Pairs, Bugbrooke
Sussex GP Swiss Pairs, Brighton
Avon GP weekend, Thornbury
Kent GP Swiss Pairs, Tunbridge Wells
Merseyside & Cheshire GP Swiss Pairs,
Chester
Notts GP Swiss Pairs, Nottingham
Olympiad Women’s Trial
Spring Bank Holiday Congress, Crowne
Plaza, Stratford-upon-Avon
Corwen Trophy, Milton Keynes

n JUNE 2020
Pachabo Cup, Mercure Hotel, Daventry
Oxfordshire Congress, Woodstock
Yorkshire Congress, Harrogate
Garden Cities National Final, Solihull
Inter-county Teams National Final
European Teams Championships, Madeira
English Riviera Congress, Torquay

n JULY 2020
3-5
11-12
18
18-19
18-19

Summer Seniors Congress, Eastbourne
London GP Congress, London, W12
Notts GP Event, Spondon
Essex & Herts GP Weekend, Ware
Glos & Herefordshire GP Weekend,
Ross-on-Wye
19
Dorset GP Swiss Pairs, Wimborne
19
Manchester GP Swiss Teams, Hale
19
Sussex GP Swiss Teams, Brighton
20-23 British Summer Sim Pairs
22-26 Scarborough Congress, Scarborough
31-9 Summer Meeting, Eastbourne
31-12 World Youth Bridge Team
Championships, and European National
European Youth Pairs, Salsomaggiore, Italy

www.ebu.co.uk

KEEP CHECKING THE WEBSITES FOR LATEST INFO

EBU CONGRESSES AND COMPETITIONS
All events are Green Pointed unless stated
Enter via 01296 317203, comps@ebu.co.uk or at www.ebu.co.uk/members

Lambourne Jersey
Congress
24 April – 3 May
Westhill Country Hotel

National Swiss Teams
Congress

Pre-Congress Pairs – BP
Swiss Pairs & Swiss Teams
Midweek Events – BP
Seniors Pairs & Teams
Four-session
Swiss Teams

2 – 3 May

Organised by Warwickshire CBA on
behalf of the EBU

West Midlands Bridge Club, Solihull

www.nationalswissteams.co.uk

Schapiro Spring
Foursomes
7 – 11 May
Hilton Hotel
Warwick

Spring Bank Holiday
Congress
23 – 25 May
Crowne Plaza, Stratford-upon-Avon

English Riviera
Congress
26 – 28 June
Riviera Centre, Torquay

Summer Seniors
Congress
3 – 5 July
Welcome Building, Eastbourne

Summer Meeting
31 July – 9 August
Welcome Building, Eastbourne

www.ebu.co.uk

Player of

Schapiro Trophy the Year
Punchbowl Consolation
Hamilton Cup
Championship Pairs
with A & B Pairs Finals
(qualifying round – BP)
Swiss Pairs
Stratified Swiss Teams
One-day Swiss Teams
Two-day
Stratified Swiss Pairs

Championship Pairs Qualifier – BP
with A & B finals
One-day Swiss Pairs
One-day Swiss Teams

Weekend Challenge
Player of
Swiss Pairs & Swiss Teams the Year
Midweek Pairs, PAB (BP), Teams
Late-night Speedballs (LP)
Really Easy Congress & Jack High Pairs
April 2020 English Bridge
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Acol Unveiled

by Chris Jagger

Weak No Trump Intervention

click
link

P

eople play so many different defences to 1NT
that you could write a hundred-page system
file to agree the best methods for bidding on
over each one. We take the view that we want a
decent agreement, but at the same time keeping it
reasonably simple.
Let’s start by considering when people overcall in
two of a major, played by most people as natural, or
at least, showing the suit bid even if they may have
another suit:
West
1NT

North
2™

East
?

South

Dble Take-out, typically done on about nine or
more points, with a doubleton in their suit
(but would also be done on a 4144 shape).
With a reasonable four card holding in their
suit, opener may pass this. Otherwise opener
will bid 2´ if he has at least four of these, or
a minor with one suit, or 2NT to show both
minors.

2´ To play.
2NT Lebensohl, asking partner to bid 3®. It can be
weak in either minor, or some strong hands.
See below for continuations.

3®/t Natural invitational, ideally with a six card
suit. For example, a minimum for this might
be ´976 ™3 tKQ10652 ®A63 expecting the
opener to bid 3NT with the tA and a
reasonable hand with a heart stop.

3™

Transfer to 3´, and at least invitational in
strength. With spade support, opener has an
easy choice (most hands can bid game or
break to the four level, while a bad hand
simply bids 3´). Without a spade fit, opener
must choose between 3´ and 3NT, selecting
the latter with all double stops, the former
without a stop, and looking at the nature of
the hand with a single stop and no fit. (This

34 English Bridge April 2020

of course is far from ideal, as you would like
to play some of these hands in 2NT, but that
is life. If in doubt, bid 2´ rather than
stretching to show an invite.)
3´ Exactly four spades with a longer minor and
a singleton or void heart. This sort of hand
would prefer not to double 2™, and puts
opener in a good position to make the first
decision – whether to play in 4´, 3NT, or
somewhere else. If the answer is somewhere
else, the minor can be found later.
3NT To play, pretty much shows a heart stop.
West
1NT
3®

North
2™
Pass

East
2NT
?

South
Pass

Pass/3t Weak.
3™/´ Showing the ‘link’ minor, game forcing. So
3™ shows clubs and 3´ shows diamonds. If
opponents bid 3™ over 2NT, opener passes
and responder can then double to show clubs
or bid 3´ to show the diamond hand.
3NT Both minors, non-forcing but not showing a
heart stop.
The nice thing about this system is that all the
suits can be shown as either weak, invitational or
game forcing, which is ideally what you wish to be
able to do. The other good thing from a memory
point of view, is that we play it in all sorts of other
situations.
For example, if they come in with a 2t transfer to
hearts, we play the same system, as we do if they
play that 2® shows hearts and another (when, for
example, 3t over 2® would show an invitational
hand with diamonds). In each case the 2™ cue is
played as a potentially weak hand with shortage in
hearts. We also play the same if the auction starts:
West

North
1™/any

East
1NT

South
2™
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Here’s an example:
´
™
t
®

98
A85
A 10 8 6
KJ54

West
1NT
3´
4NT

For example:

N
W

E
S

North
2™
Pass
Pass

´
™
t
®

East
3™
4t
5t

South
Pass
Pass
All Pass

East shows five spades through his 3™ transfer
and at least invitational values. West has a solid
heart stop but no prospect of nine tricks, so
contents himself with 3´. Had West bid 3NT, East
would have stopped, but without the 3NT bid, East
presses on with 4t and reaches the top game. On
the way West bids 4NT, a slam try with a heart
control – having not bid 3NT he is not about to bid
4NT to play, so 4™ is reserved to agree spades, while
4NT and 5® are both agreeing diamonds.
When opponents overcall in spades, you can no
longer show weak, invitational and game forcing
hands in every suit, but you can fit them all in apart
from the invite in clubs.
West
1NT

North
2´

´
™
t
®

AK754
2
KJ932
Q2

East
?

742
Q 10 7
KJ4
AQ92

West
1NT
4®
5t

N
W

E
S

North
2´
Pass
All Pass

´
™
t
®

East
3´
4t

3
KJ53
A Q 10 7 3
K85

South
Pass
Pass

If instead West had ´K742 ™A1084 tK6 ®Q93 he
would settle for 4™. He would also bid this on ´742
™AQ108 tK62 ®AJ3, and a good slam will be
missed. Clearly with better system we could avoid
this (for example, it would be better to play 4® as a
good hand with a heart fit, and make extra use of
4t, 4´ and 4NT for other hands), but we take the
view that we cannot remember everything and this
is a quite specific sequence which will not come up
often, and when it does we are already likely to be in
a better place than many pairs. There is always a
trade off with these things, and given we are not a
full-time partnership we have to balance
remembering the system with having the best
possible system.

South
West
1NT
3®

North
2´
Pass

East
2NT
?

South
Pass

Dble Take-out, typically done on about nine or
more points, with a doubleton in their suit.
With a reasonable four card holding in their
suit, opener may pass this. Alternatively,
opener can bid a suit (usually showing a five
card suit), or bid 2NT with two suits, getting
his partner to choose a suit. In this case, for
example, it might proceed 2NT-P-3®-P-3tP-3™. Doubler bids 3® as his lowest four
card suit, which opener converts to 3t to ask
his partner to pick a red suit, which he does.

2NT Lebensohl, asking partner to bid 3®. It
includes a weak hand wanting to compete in
any other suit, or some strong hands – see
below for continuations.

3®/t Transfers, at least invitational.
3™

Game forcing with clubs.

3´

Four hearts, a longer minor, and 0/1 spades.

www.ebu.co.uk

Pass/3t/3™ Weak.
3´

Exactly three hearts and 0 or 1 spades (if they
bid 3´ over 2NT, opener will pass and
responder can double to still show this hand).

3NT Both minors, non-forcing, but not showing a
spade stop.
In a similar way to the 2™ overcall, this system
applies to any overcall – 2®, 2t or 2™ which shows
spades (either a single suiter or two suiter, but not
when the second suit is specified). Thus it would
apply when people play a 2™ overcall as a transfer to
spades, or showing five spades and a four card
minor. It also applies to auctions such as (1®)-1NT(2´) and (1´)-1NT-(2´).
Next time we shall consider the other ways
opponents might intervene, and what happens
when they double 1NT.
r

Try Jagger’s System Quiz from
previous articles online, page 70
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Ask Robin

Compiled by Robin Barker

Trouble at the table

click
link

P

eter Speller asked: I was TD on our club
pivot teams competition last night. One pair
who hadn’t played together before (but had
a convention card) opened 2®, which partner
didn’t alert but announced as strong. Opener then
exclaimed ‘no, it’s weak’.
The table had the sense to call the TD. I was also
playing and under some pressure but explained
that partner had unauthorised information and
suggested that bidding continue as if the 2® bid
had been alerted and no questions asked. I asked
them to call me back after the hand had been bid
and played. I don’t believe I gave the correct ruling
but it did enable play to continue without any
complaints. What should I have done?
The first thing to note is that both players have
unauthorised information. Tell opener ‘you
shouldn't say that - you must continue bidding as if
2® is weak’, tell responder ‘you should pretend you
didn't hear that - you must continue bidding as if
2® is strong’.
I think there are two possible approaches to
dealing with this sort of ruling as a playing TD.
The first approach is to say to the table ‘do the
best you can, call me back when you have played the
hand.’ It is almost certain that one of them will have
used unauthorised information, and you will have
to award some sort of adjusted score.
The second approach is to spell out what the two
players should do and remain near the table during
the auction so you can 'help' the players to
understand their responsibilities. To responder ‘you
should respond to 2® as if it is artificial and forcing,
perhaps 2t, and then bid as if partner has shown a
strong hand for the rest of the auction’. To opener
‘you should treat partner's response according to
your understanding of 2® as weak, and continue to
bid according to your system’. You may have to
answer questions from the players away from the
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table. When the auction is over you can tell them to
call you back to tell you the result, and you will rule
later.
The second approach is very onerous for the
playing TD. It will probably mean you cannot play
all the boards in the round at your table and you
may not be able to play this board if you have not
already played it.

S

uzanne L'Estrange asked: My partner and I
were playing weak jump overcalls. So when I
made one, my partner felt she should
announce the strength. In order to confirm this,
she asked the TD who asserted that yes, a weak
jump overcall must be announced. Was this
correct, as I'd always thought the onus was on the
opposition to ask.
Announcements only apply to opening bids and
responses to 1NT/2NT opening bids. There is no
announcement of overcalls.

J

ennifer Leatham asked: I was declarer and I
got 'ahead' of myself by playing from dummy
when I should have played from my hand. I
had led ♥K from dummy and discarded a club
from hand. I had entries to dummy but I was just
rushing. As I played to the next trick my LHO
called the fault in the previous trick. He insisted
we put the cards of the offending round back and
that I must lead my next trick with the discarded
club as it had been faced. This cost me a trick that
I otherwise would not have lost. We didn't call the
TD because it was a busy session and I didn't want
to make a fuss. Nobody announced that I was
playing from the wrong side. Should I really have
been forced to lead the next round with the
discarded club?
If the opponents had drawn attention to the lead
from dummy they would have the option to reject
www.ebu.co.uk

the lead; but once the next player plays to the lead
from the wrong hand, the lead is accepted and play
continues. At the end of the trick it is too late have
the lead from the right hand, and in no
circumstances would you have to lead the card you
discarded.
When opponents insist on something they are
often wrong.

D

avid Simons had a query about Law 45:
My partner and I play most of our bridge
in Spain, generally with a Dutch TD.

We had a query regarding when a card is
deemed to be played. The TD advised us that the
laws had been tightened up within the last two
years, such that if a player touches or holds a card
to suggest that it is the card they are expecting to
play, then it is deemed to be the card to be played.
If playing that card causes the player to revoke,
then the deemed card is to be faced as a major
penalty card.
This is not something I have come across before
and wonder whether I have missed something or
the TD has misinterpreted the laws?
On the EBU website there are links to the 2017 laws
– including a change-highlighted version – showing
the changes between the 2017 laws and earlier law
books. Looking at the early parts of Law 45, you can
see there has been very little change.
For a card to be deemed played by declarer or
defender it must have been able to be seen by
someone. If a card was not in a position to be seen
it is not exposed and cannot become a major
penalty card.
What has been tightened up is when a card from
dummy cannot be changed.
It is possible that the TD is confusing these laws
with the regulations on bidding boxes and when a
bid is made. Bidding box regulations are different in
different countries. In England, a bid can be
(deemed to be) made even when it is not clear
which bid it is.

M

el Shepherd asked: In the course of
bidding, one player pulled out the stop
card, then put it back and said, ‘I've
changed my mind.’ He passed and so no bid was
made. Clearly this gives unauthorised information
to his partner, but is there any other rectification
to be made?
www.ebu.co.uk

Pulling out the stop card does not constitute a bid
and does not commit the player to making a bid (or
even a jump bid). The player is allowed to change
their mind and pass, or make a non-jump bid.
It is also possible that pulling out the stop card
was a mechanical error and the player always
intended to Pass.
Both pulling out the stop card and ‘I’ve changed
my mind’ will create unauthorised information.
Ideally the TD should be called to explain the
consequences.

M

ike Kaufmann asked about ‘mechanical
error’: South opened 2NT (20-22 pts),
West passed, North had 10 points but
tabled a pass card, and East passed.
As soon as East had passed, North realised the
error of his ways and called the director stating
that a mechanical error had been made by him and
requested that the East and North bids be retracted
and a bid of 3NT be substituted by North. The
director felt this was a mechanical error by North
and allowed the requested change. Is this a correct
judgement?
Players have learnt to use the phrase ‘mechanical
error’, not because they know what it means in law,
but because they know it is most likely to allow
them to change their bid. In general, the director
needs to be sceptical when a player uses the phrase.
If North passed because he thought he was
responding to 1NT then Pass was a loss of
concentration and cannot be changed.
If North put a pass card on the table but was
trying to bid (or put a stop card on the table) then
Pass was a mechanical error and can be changed.
But I was not there. You say ‘North realised the
error’ but I don’t know whether that means his
mechanical error in putting the wrong card on table
or the bidding error of making the wrong call.
I am not convinced that North made a
mechanical error – even though he said so. The
director might have asked more questions before
concluding it was a mechanical error.
r
Robin Barker is the EBU’s Deputy Chief
Tournament Director. If you have a question,
please email him – robin@ebu.co.uk.
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Overseas Bridge – Rome

W

hile England was suffering the winds and
winter weather of Storm Ciara in early
February, about fifty bridge players
enjoyed beautiful weather at the 2020 Bridge
Overseas Congress in Rome.
Staying at the Albergo Quirinale in central Rome,
we revelled in seven days of bridge and many
opportunities for sightseeing around the Eternal
City. The hotel combined the elegance and charm of
a bygone era with the modern luxuries which one
expects in a four-star hotel. A short walk from the
Piazza della Republica, the Piazza Venezia and the
Trevi Fountain, it was an ideal base from which to
explore the sights of Rome.
The players and their partners, some of whom
arrived before the congress or stayed on afterwards,
took advantage of the great unseasonable weather
(the temperature on one day getting up to 20C).
Travelling on foot, or taxi, or using the local metro,
bus, tram and rail services, they explored and
enjoyed the sights of the city in ideal weather, and at
a time when the city wasn’t too crowded. Some had
organised visits to the Vatican Museum and Sistine
Chapel, while others visited the Coliseum; some
went to Mass on Sunday morning, others to the
nearby English church in Rome; some strolled
down to the Trevi Fountain, others went further
afield to look over Rome and St Peter’s from the
Gianicola Hill; some saw Bellini’s ‘I Capuleti e I
Montecchi’ at the nearby Rome Opera House,
others heard an a cappella choir singing in a local
church; some simply relaxed in the bars
surrounding the Piazza Navona, others explored
further afield, walking back from the Piazza del
Popolo and visiting the exclusive shopping areas;
some admired the architecture of the Pantheon,

by Chris Benneworth
others strolled along the banks of the Tiber. And
whatever you did, there was always the chance to
stop in a bar or restaurant, enjoy good food and
drink, and simply watch the world pass by.
Breakfast was served in the hotel’s restaurant, and
lunches and dinners taken in one of the many
restaurants near the hotel. There were simply too
many restaurants to try them all, and the quality
was generally good.
Bridge was played in the spacious and well-lit Sala
Verdi, so named because the hotel has direct access
to the nearby Rome Opera House. We were
delighted to welcome some new players to the
congress and hope they will become regulars.
The whole congress was played in a very friendly
spirit – serious bridge accompanied by friendship
and good humour is what has come to be expected
over the years, and this year was no exception.
As always, the congress ended with a drinks
reception and prize-giving, where the winners were
presented with trophies by Hannah Williams from
Bridge Overseas.
The winners of the various events were: Shelagh
Flett & Catherine Thompson (Pre-Congress Pairs
and Ladies’ Pairs); Sarah Jones & Susan Dunnett
(Swiss Pairs); Kathy & Denis Talbot, David Wing &
Chris Taylor (Pivot Teams and Multiple Teams);
Sarah Jones & John Osmond (Open Pairs); Jennifer
Harris & Eduard Malhasyan (Mixed Pairs); Bill
Gardner & Geoffrey Herbert (Men’s Pairs); Adrian
Fontes, Mike Fithyan, Maria Budd & Mark Westley
(Swiss Teams). Congratulations to them all.

The next Overseas Congress takes place in
Porec, Croatia, 3-9 October.
r

Rome results & photos on
www.ebu.co.uk/node/3695
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ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS ON PAGE 29

by David Bird

Beat Today’s Experts

click
link

1. Game All. Dealer East
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

QJ9753
J
Q95
AK2

10 8 4 2
10 2
KJ6
10 6 5 4
´
™
t
®

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

AK6
AQ974
A7
Q83

–
K8653
10 8 4 3 2
J97

West
Y Huang

North
Lien

1´
3´
4NT
6´

Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
Liao
1™
2NT
4t
5®

South
Cheng
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

Our deals will come from the National
Taiwan Universities Cup. In the semi-finals

2. Love All. Dealer East
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

J 10 8 4 3
AK42
A3
63
´
™
t
®

2
83
KJ876
A 10 9 5 2
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
AK97
J 10 9 6 5
94
87

West
Y Huang

North
Lien

1´

Pass

East
Liao
Pass
4´

Q65
Q7
Q 10 5 2
KQJ4

South
Cheng
Pass
All Pass

The bidding at both tables was poor. ‘4´ was
not such a bad contract’, you may say. That’s
no excuse for untidy bidding.
www.ebu.co.uk

National Chiao Tung (NCTU) faced Soochow (SCU).
Huang’s 3´ rebid was forcing. 4t then showed the ace or
king of diamonds, at the same time denying the ace or king
of clubs. 4NT was RKCB, the 1430 response showing 4 (or
1) keycards. It was an excellent slam, but ... declarer
managed to go one down.
On a black-suit lead, declarer can draw trumps and run
the ™J, setting up two diamond discards. Lien found the
tricky lead of the tJ. Fearing that this might be a singleton,
Huang rose with the tA. Without checking for a 4-0 trump
break, he played a second diamond to the queen and king.
When Lien switched to the ®6, declarer won with the ace
and ruffed his last diamond with the ´A. This set up a
trump trick for North and the slam was one down.
At the other table declarer won the ™10 lead with the ace.
He drew trumps and crossed to the ®Q to lead the ™Q for
a ruffing finesse. 14 IMPs to SCU.

Awards: 6´/6NT (W) (10), 6NT (E) (6), games (5), 7´ (4).

Here East passes on a dismal 12-count. That’s very
reasonable, as I see it, with four queens and a jack in the
hand. When his partner opens 1´, non-vulnerable in the
third seat, how is East now worth a raise to 4´? He holds
only three trumps, for one thing. The contract went two
down after a heart lead. (If trumps break 3-2, a trump lead
beats 4´. If South holds the ®A, any lead but a diamond is
successful.)
West
Yen

North
Lin

1´
4´

Pass
All Pass

East
Wang
Pass
2®A

South
Chen
Pass
Pass

Here East does much better, using the (Reverse) Drury
convention to show a sound spade raise. West has a sevenloser 12-count. How can that justify a leap to 4´? His
partner would have bid 2® without one of the black
queens. The best contract is 3NT, which cannot be beaten.

Awards: 3NT (10), 2NT (8), 3´ (7), 4´ (6).

Cont/. . .
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3. Game All. Dealer East
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

AJ
4
AQJ
KQ98752
´
™
t
®

West
Lin

North
Wang

1®
5®
6®

3™
Pass
All Pass

10 9 2
A Q J 10 7 2
5
J 10 4
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
Q65
K9863
10 2
A63

K8743
5
K987643
–

East
Lai
Pass
Dble
5t

South
Liao
Pass
4™
Pass

´
™
t
®

AQ6
A7642
9842
J

10 7 4 2
9
K7653
873
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®
West
Guo

North
Zhou

4®
4™
5´

Pass
Pass
Pass

West
F Huang

North
Cheng

1®
Dble
5®
6®

2™
Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
Zhou
Pass
Pass
4´
5t

South
Lien
Pass
3™
Pass
Pass

Again, it should surely have been obvious that 5t was
natural. 6® was two down, with both East/West pairs
mightily relieved not to lose IMPs.

Awards: 6t (10), 5t/4´ (7), 6´ (3), part scores (2).

4. E/W Game. Dealer East
´
™
t
®

A small slam is possible in the 7-3 diamond fit. Everything
hinges on the interpretation of the 5t bid. West seems to
have read it as a control bid with clubs agreed. There is
little sense in that, since the bidding would be forced to 6®
anyway; East can hardly be suggesting a grand slam. The
hopeless club slam went two down with 6t an easy make.

´
™
t
®

K3
K Q J 10 8
AQ
10 6 4 2

J985
53
J 10
AKQ95
East
Lee
1™
4t
4NT
6™

South
F Huang
2®
Pass
Pass
All Pass

NCTU face Taiwan University (NTU) in the final. Guo had
the perfect hand for a splinter bid of 4® ‒ a nearminimum raise to game with a club shortage. He signed
off over the 4t control bid, but Lee knew of the perfect fit
and bid the slam via RKCB. West responded 5´, showing
the ™Q, because he had five card support and a missing
™Q would probably not score a trick. South led the ace and
king of clubs. The slam was easily made by drawing
trumps, discarding the tQ on the third spade and ruffing
three clubs in the dummy.
West
Y Huang

North
YJ Kuo

4™

All Pass

East
Liao
1™

South
HT Huang
2®

West’s response of 4™ deserved the resultant loss of 13
IMPs to NTU. If he wasn’t playing splinter bids (why not?),
he should have chosen some other investigative sequence.
Awards: 6™ (10), 5™/4™ (4).

DIARY REMINDER & DEADLINE
Please remember if you wish to receive a diary with the August issue of English Bridge you will need
to positively opt in and have enough magazine points. The deadline is 30 June 2020. You can do this
online through MyEBU, or by ringing 01296 317200, or by sending an email to karend@ebu.co.uk
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5. E/W Game. Dealer South
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

AJ86
KQ75
J 10 2
Q4
´
™
t
®

chances of a trump promotion via a third diamond, he
switched to a club. It was +650.

–
9
AK9653
J87652
´ KQ92
N
™ A J 10 3
W
E
t Q4
S
® AK9
10 7 5 4 3
8642
87
10 3

West
F Huang

North
Guo

East
Zhou

Pass
4™

Pass
4NT

Dble
5™

West
HT Huang

North
Y Huang

East
Kuo

1t
4®

3®
Pass

Dble
6™

South
Liao
Pass
Pass
All Pass

Over a possibly short 1t, many would use 2NT (or 4NT)
by North to show both minors. Y Huang bid 3® and East
had an obvious negative double. What should West say
now?
His choice of 4® showed both majors, asking partner to
choose one of them. Yes, but it gave no indication of the
strength of the hand. A rebid of 3™ would perhaps have
been wiser. Trusting partner to hold a control in the suit he
had opened, Kuo leapt to 6™. South led the ®10 but only
eleven tricks were available.

South
Lee
2´
Pass
All Pass

Lee staked a claim for the weakest weak two
of the year. It was an exciting auction with
East/West happy to land on their feet. Guo
cashed his two top diamonds. Not liking the

On problem 4 I rotated the deal. This was in fact the very
next board, with NCTU regaining the 13 IMPs they had
just lost.

6. Love All. Dealer West

Kuo’s 2t was game-forcing checkback. Over the 3t
diamond agreement, Huang was able to show his spade
control. East was happy to use RKCB and the good slam
was reached, scoring +920 on a club lead.

´
™
t
®

AQ95
J8
Q973
KJ9

W

West
HT Huang
1t
1NT
2´
3´
5®
All Pass

E

´
™
t
®

8
K Q 10 4
A K 10 5
AQ62
East
Kuo
1™
2tA
3t
4NT
6t

Awards: 5´/5™ (10), 2NT (6), 4™/4´ (5), 3NT (4).

West
F Huang
1t
2´
3™
5t

East
Zhou
2t
3®
4t
All Pass

After an inverted diamond raise, the next two bids
showed stoppers. West's 3™ was a waiting bid; he would
doubtless have bid 3NT if he held a heart stopper. When
West could do no more than raise 4t to 5t, the bidding
ended there. It was 11 IMPs to NTU.

Awards: 6NT (W)/6t (10), 6NT (E) (6), games (5).
Our Taiwanese experts scored four 10s and a six, and we will politely turn a blind eye to their efforts on
problem three. Their total of 46 will have been difficult to beat. Let’s look for some tips.

TIPS TO REMEMBER
D Drury (a passed hand bid of 2® opposite a third- or fourth-seat 1™/1´ opening) is a useful way to keep
the bidding low.
D When you decide not to open on 11 or 12 points, do not throw away a possible advantage by
overbidding when partner enters the auction.
D Sometimes it is not easy to diagnose whether a high-level bid is natural or a control bid. Weigh up the
situation carefully before making your next call.
r
www.ebu.co.uk
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Great Bridge Disasters

by David Burn

Burn in the Hot Seat

click
link

W

hat
constitutes
total
disaster?
Presumably a result so bad it can’t
possibly be any worse, and such things
are not easy to come by in most forms of bridge. At
aggregate scoring, used only at the rubber bridge
table and in the Hubert Phillips tournament for
mixed teams, the highest score you can concede is
7750 for thirteen down redoubled and 150 honours,
but I have never heard of anything like this in actual
play. If such a result were to occur in a teams
competition it would almost certainly lead to a loss
of 24 IMPs, the limit of the scale. I have reported an
attempt to achieve this record that narrowly failed –
one pair of international players conceded 5200 in
three spades redoubled down nine, but their teammates rescued them by bidding and making a
vulnerable slam so that the aggregate swing on the
board was only 3830, just short of the 4000 you
need for the maximum.
The one form of the game at which total disasters
are commonplace is of course match-pointed pairs,
where a bottom (zero match points) is a regular
occurrence. Sometimes, though, it can be fairly hard
to achieve a complete zero (or a complete top). Take
my hand on this deal from the Year End Mixed Pairs
tournament in London – at Game All you hold:
´
™
t
®

A6
10 6 5
AJ5
AKQ92

and partner opens 1´ in second seat, your methods
being based on four-card majors and a strong no
trump. You choose to respond 2® – a jump to 3®
would be natural, forcing and reasonable, but you
would be uncertain how to proceed over a rebid of
3t or 3´. Partner jumps to 3™. What call do you
make?
Of course, you need to know what 3™ shows.
Partner is a mistress of many of the latest
42 English Bridge April 2020

developments in bidding, so it is possible that this is
a splinter showing short hearts and club support.
On the other hand, she might just have a good hand
with spades and hearts. Perhaps you would have
ascertained such matters before the event began, but
Christmas is a stressful enough time of year without
having to sort out bidding theories. Your own club
suit is so strong that you doubt partner would look
on her own holding, whatever it may be, as
adequate for anything exotic, so you decide to
proceed as if she had a strong two-suiter. Such a
hand would probably include ´KQ, but the hearts
need not be solid, so you try an immediate 4NT in
the hope that this will be regarded as keycard
Blackwood for hearts. Partner bids 5®, which shows
no key cards or three. Now what?
Of course partner can’t have no key cards,
because that wouldn’t be a strong two-suiter. Nor
can she have three, because you have three also and
there are only five. Hoping that she has become
confused into treating ™Q as a keycard, or that
something else good will happen, you elect to end
proceedings with a jump to 7NT. You fail in your
objective, because after two passes RHO doubles.
The convention known as the ‘doubt-showing
redouble’ is (a) not one that even your partner has
heard of and (b) not applicable at the seven level, so
you pass and await developments.

CAFÉ BRIDGE FOR ALL
Why not try a café bridge tour this year? There
are details of lots of events across the country, and
even abroad in the online section, p67. It’s great
for seasoned players and those new to duplicate
bridge. It tends to be very relaxed and sociable.
Players think of every round as a fresh start, their
confidence primed by successfully finding their
new location. Slow play can be caught up by quick
walking, and the gods of Café Bridge can usually
be appeased by having a glass of wine.

www.ebu.co.uk

These are as follows: your LHO looks flustered
and exclaims ‘I’ll probably lead the only thing to let
this make’ before placing t4 on the table; your
partner displays her quarter of the full deal, which
is:
Game All. Dealer West
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

J3
J4
Q7642
J743
´
™
t
®

KQ98742
KQ93
K3
–
´ 10 5
N
™ A872
W
E
t 10 9 8
S
® 10 8 6 5
A6
10 6 5
AJ5
AKQ92

You thank partner for the dummy, making a
mental note to discuss later such concepts as ‘strong’
and ‘keycard’, win the opening lead with tJ, cross to
tK, return to ´A, claim the contract, congratulate
LHO on her prophetic skills and write 2490 on your
score card. One of the many deplorable features of
Bridgemates is that you can no longer impress
anyone by telling them what 7NT doubled
vulnerable scores, because the machine does it for
them. Another is that they will all insist on knowing
how many percent the score is worth, and you are
mildly surprised when one of them announces
‘that’s 5% for us, partner’. It seems a little unlikely
that your result has been matched by any other pair,
but you do not consider it dignified to squabble
over such things and it is not until the end of the
session that you discover you really didn’t get a top.
You see, at another table the bidding was:

1

2

3

West

North

East

South

2NT1
All Pass

4´

5®2

Dble3

A weak minor two-suiter, certainly an
accurate description,
Designed to make it difficult for the
opponents to explore slam prospects,
Resigned to being unable to do so

That was worth 2600 and cost us two match
points. But it was my fault. I should have redoubled.r
www.ebu.co.uk

NO SUITS BRIDGE CONGRESS
Plans are in hand for a proposed new congress
jointly hosted by the EBU and the ENA (English
Naturist Association). Players at the congress
(which is open to anyone) will be encouraged, but
not required, to play naked. It is anticipated that
the green-pointed weekend will include both
Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams. The Congress is
provisionally planned for the end of August. The
EBU is looking for directors for the event, and
speakers to give morning seminars. The
Association is also looking for a suitable seaside
bridge club that could host the competition.
Booking for the congress can be made through
MyEBU from mid-April. Lecturers and directors
interested in helping are asked to contact Gordon
Rainsford, gordon@ebu.co.uk

Greeting cards available from the Bridge Warehouse
www.bridge-warehouse.co.uk/products/greetings-card

2020 SIMULTANEOUS PAIRS
1 – 4 Apr
13 – 16 May
22 – 25 July
2 – 6 Sep
7 – 10 Oct

British Spring Sim Pairs
EBED Spring Sim Pairs
British Summer Sim Pairs
EBED Autumn Sim Pairs
British Autumn Sim Pairs
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Heffalump Traps

by David Bakhshi

Answers from
page 14
Hand 1

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AKQ632
AK
QJ
A73
98
´ J 10 7 5
N
Q J 10 6 4
™ 982
W
E
S
A72
t 8654
KJ4
® Q9
´ 4
™ 753
t K 10 9 3
® 10 8 6 5 2

3NT. West leads the ™Q.
You have six top tricks, and could make up to three
extra tricks in spades. There is also the possibility of
making extra tricks in diamonds, but lacking an
entry to your hand may limit the number of
diamond tricks that can be taken.

Hand 2

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

10 3
862
K85
J8753

Q74
A Q 10 4
J93
A 10 2
N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

AJ965
K753
62
94

K82
J9
A Q 10 7 4
KQ6

3NT. East made a 1´ overcall. West leads the ´10.
3NT rates to be the contract at the other table too,
so any swings are likely to occur during the play of
the hand.
You have five top tricks, and can make at least two
extra tricks in hearts, and at least three extra tricks
in diamonds. How should you decide which suit to
attack, and does it matter which card you play from
the dummy at trick one?
44 English Bridge April 2020
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Does it matter which order you broach spades
and diamonds?
If spades split 3-3, you will have nine tricks, and
if they are 4-2 then you can bring your total to eight
tricks, so you can afford to try three winning
spades.
When West discards on the third round however,
you cannot afford to play a fourth spade
immediately, as East can win the ´J and play a
second heart, leaving West with three heart winners
when he wins the tA.
You should first try playing dummy’s tQ. If West
wins, and leads a second heart, then you will have
three diamond winners. If West ducks, then you
can revert to spades. East can win the ´J and return
a heart as before, but having already taken a
diamond trick allows you to make your game with
two extra spade tricks.
If you play low from the dummy and win the first
trick with the ´K in order to attack hearts, you will
only have nine winners if hearts provide four tricks.
However, if East wins the ™K, then you will be
defeated if West can later win the tK and return a
spade. Winning the ´K, and crossing to the ®A to
finesse diamonds will also lead to defeat if West can
win the tK and return a spade.
You can guarantee your contract by cutting the
defenders communications in spades.
Given that West is assumed to have at most two
spades (following East’s overcall), declarer can
succeed by playing dummy’s ´Q at trick one. If East
ducks, then the ´K will provide a second stopper,
and if East wins the ´A and returns the ´J, then
diamonds can be finessed safely into West’s hand,
since he will not have a third spade to lead upon
winning the tK.
You can also succeed by ducking the first trick,
then leading diamonds from the dummy, but it is
worth noting the effect of playing the ´Q at trick
one as this kind of play can often interfere with the
defensive communications.
www.ebu.co.uk

Hand 3

´
™
t
®

´
™
t
®

´
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ AKQ72
™ 94
t Q7
® AJ72

10 9 6 5
Q6
10 8 6 2
10 9 4

J84
J73
AJ5
KQ83
N

3
A K 10 8 5 2
K943
65

4´ after East makes a low level overcall in
hearts. West leads the ™Q, then continues with
the ™6. East wins the ™K, and plays the ™A.
West’s lead of the ™Q followed by the ™6 is
consistent with an original doubleton holding, so
West will potentially overtrump the third round of
hearts. Trumping low will therefore leave you
needing a successful diamond finesse to avoid losing

Hand 4

´
™
t
®

´ 8
™ 764
t AKQJ53
® 864
K Q 10 7 4 3
´
N
10 2
™
W
E
962
t
S
Q7
®
´ A92
™ AKQ3
t 87
® AJ53

J65
J985
10 4
K 10 9 2

You are in 6™. West leads the ´K.
You find yourself in a delicate slam contract, so
making 12 tricks is likely to lead to a positive swing
for your team.
Assuming that diamonds are not 5-0, then you
have 12 top tricks if hearts split 3-3, and two trump

www.ebu.co.uk

four tricks. You could instead trump high, but this
will leave you with a potential trump loser if trumps
split 4-1. Do you therefore have to rely on either an
even trump split, or finding West with the tK?
There is another possibility. Try the effect of
discarding the t7 on the third round of hearts. If
East plays a fourth heart, then you can discard
again, and overtrump if West trumps. If West
started with four trumps, his remaining trumps can
be drawn without further loss, and even if East
turns out to have four spades, you will now have a
finesse position in spades to avoid a loser in that
suit.
If East switches suits at trick four, then you can
win any switch, and draw trumps. Throwing a
diamond on the third heart is described as a loseron-loser play and, in this case, it will allow you to
succeed as long as West does not have all five of the
missing trumps.

losers if they split 5-1, so you should plan to make
your contract when hearts are 4-2.
If you win the ´A and draw three rounds of
trumps then you will only succeed if hearts are 3-3,
so it would be a good idea to trump a spade at some
point in case you need an extra trick, but also to
draw trumps, knowing that you can then run all of
your diamonds.
In order to achieve this, you should plan to lose
an early round of trumps.
You could therefore, win the ´A, trump the ´2
with the ™4, then lead the ™6 from the dummy.
Whether East covers the ™6 or not, you should play
the ™3 on this trick.
Whichever defender wins this trick will have no
winning play. A third spade can be trumped in the
dummy, after which you can cross to the ®A, draw
trumps then run diamonds. If the defenders play
any other suit, then you can win that trick, draw
trumps then run diamonds as above.
r

April 2020 English Bridge

45

CAMROSE TROPHY

by David Bird
click
link

T

he first weekend of the 2020 Camrose was
contested in Edinburgh. England (Janet De
Botton, Artur Malinowski, David Bakhshi,
Alex Hydes, Tom Townsend, npc Peter Hasenson)
faced Wales on Saturday morning:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer West.
´ K 10 8 3 2
™ 952
t K6532
® –
Q65
´ A9
N
QJ74
™
K63
W
E
S
A98
t Q4
QJ5
® 987643
´ J74
™ A 10 8
t J 10 7
® A K 10 2

West
Bakhshi
1®
All Pass

North
Ratcliff
2´

East
South
Townsend Pottage
3®
3´

Bakhshi’s 1® showed clubs or a balanced hand
outside the 15-17 1NT range. Wary of an
impending misfit in clubs, Julian Pottage raised to
only 3´.
Tony Ratcliff won the club lead with dummy’s
ace, pitching a heart, and played a spade to the king
‒ not the best of starts. Townsend won with the ace
and switched accurately to a heart. The contract
could no longer be made.
Ratcliff won with dummy’s ace and discarded his
last heart on the ®K. After a diamond to the king
and a second diamond to East’s queen, he ruffed the
™K return. A third diamond to the ace allowed
Townsend to throw his last heart. Bakhshi then led
the ™Q to ensure a trump promotion. When the ´8
was overruffed by the ´9, declarer lost three trump
tricks and two diamonds for one down.
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West
Rees
1NT
3®
All Pass

North
Hydes
2´
3t

East
Salisbury
2NT
Pass

South
Liggins
Dble
4´

Facing a spade/diamond two-suiter, Liggins went
all the way to game. Hydes won the club lead with
the king, throwing a heart, and ran the ´J to East’s
ace. John Salisbury switched to a heart, but this was
too late. Declarer won with dummy’s ace and
discarded his last heart on the ®A.
A finesse of the ´10, followed by the ´K, picked
up the trumps for just one loser. Declarer was then
able to set up his diamond suit and make the
contract. By scoring two tricks more than North at
the other table, Hydes had scored 10 IMPs. England
won this 16-board set by 93 IMPs to 8.
On Sunday morning, England faced Northern
Ireland:

´
™
t
®

E/W Game. Dealer East.
´ 42
™ 84
t A 10 8 6 2
® J764
86
´ A K J 10 7 3
N
A K Q 10 9 3 2 W E ™ 5
S
KQ3
tJ97
3
® A K 10
´ Q95
™ J76
t 54
® Q9852

West
Bakhshi

North
Tranmer

2™
4NT
6´

Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
Townsend
1´
3´
5t

South
Somerville
Pass
Pass
Pass

www.ebu.co.uk

Bakhshi’s 2™ was forcing to game (the two-overone system). Townsend could, therefore, have rebid
a forcing 2´. His actual 3´ promised a strong suit,
good for at most one loser facing no support.
Although Bakhshi’s hearts were splendid, he chose
spades as trumps. Roman Keycard Blackwood
discovered three keycards and they reached 6´.
The spade slam had two potential losers, as you
see, but Wayne Somerville gave declarer a chance by
leading the ®5 instead of a diamond. Townsend
won North’s jack with the ace and ruffed the ®10.
He then played a trump to the ace and continued
with the king. This was the second-best play in the
trump suit, but it allowed him to combine the
chance of the ´Q falling with that of discarding his
diamond losers.
When the ´Q did not fall, Townsend played three
top hearts, throwing two diamonds. South had to
follow suit, and declarer’s last diamond vanished on
the ™10. The slam was made.
West
Campbell

North
Hydes

2™
4NT
6™

Pass
Pass
All Pass

East
Hall
1´
3´
5®

The first weekend drew to a close with England
scoring just over 90 VP out of a possible 100 VP in
five matches. Ireland were second with 66.14 VP.
The second weekend was contested in Belfast. The
England team picking up this sizeable lead was:
Mike Bell, Ben Norton, Cameron Small, Jon Cooke,
John Cox, Peter Taylor and npc Peter Hasenson.
England faced Wales on this next deal:

2020 CAMROSE SCORES
Wales

162.13 132.92 100.83

Scotland N Ireland NIBU

88.35

80.93

Photos online, p76
www.ebu.co.uk

West
G Jones

North
Taylor

1´
Dble
Dble

4™
Pass
All Pass

East
Lamford
Pass
4´
Pass

South
Cox
Pass
5t
5™

Taylor put his faith in the heart suit, reasoning
that the 10-trick game should have some play if
partner held good diamonds. What should South
say over 4´?

South
Liggins
Pass
Pass
Pass

Hastings Campbell looked no further than the
great suit before his eyes, and Northern Ireland
reached the superior slam. Hydes led a club and
twelve tricks were made. It was an eventful flat
board.

England Ireland

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer East.
´ –
™ AK6543
t K Q 10 4 2
® 10 8
A J 10 9 7
´ Q8643
N
10 9
™
8
W
E
S
AJ7
t98653
AQ2
®63
´ K52
™ QJ72
t –
® KJ9754

32.84

Cox’s fine bid of 5t could not be natural after his
previous pass. It showed a heart fit and was leaddirecting in case East/West competed further in
spades. The eventual contract of 5™ doubled could
not be defeated. Taylor ruffed the diamond lead in
dummy and led the ´K, covered and ruffed. When
the ®8 was played to the king, West won and
returned a trump. Declarer drew trumps and set up
the clubs for +850. In the other room:

West
Small

North
Rees

4´
Dble

4NT
All Pass

East
Cooke
2´
Pass

South
Salisbury
Pass
6®

Tim Rees preferred to show a two-suiter with
4NT. He then read South's 6® as 'to play'. Salisbury
should perhaps have bid 5NT (or 5´) instead,
asking North to bid his lower suit. Small led the ™10
against 6® doubled. The defenders subsequently
took a heart ruff, collecting the maximum 800
penalty, and England gained 17 IMPs. England won
the event comprehensively, and the final table is
shown to the left.
r
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BRIDGE: A MINDSPORT FOR ALL
tationers’ Hall, in the heart of London near
St Paul’s Cathedral, was the magnificent
setting for a Pro-Am event in support of the
Keep Bridge Alive campaign, writes Simon Cochemé.

S

many of them had never heard of mind-sports. The
aim of Bridge: A MindSport for All is to get
mindsports, like bridge, recognised for their
important benefits.

A thrilling 152 players from 12 countries took
part, including several players who flew in just for
the event. The superstars included Zia Mahmood,
Sabine Auken, Boye Brogeland, Nicola Smith,
Dennis Bilde, Sally Brock and David Gold, as well as
four of the current Venice Cup holders from Sweden.

After some excellent refreshments, there was a
short and witty Q&A with guest celebrity Victoria
Coren Mitchell, champion poker player, and host of
the BBC’s Only Connect. Victoria asked for her
personal comments to be treated as confidential, so
it would not be appropriate to reveal that she said
that her husband, David Mitchell, plays bridge like a
seven year old.

Also playing were the Presidents of the World
Bridge Federation, Gianarrigo Rona, and of the
European Bridge League, Jan Kamras. The
Chairman of the EBU, Ian Payn and the President of
the Scottish Bridge Union, Eddie McGeough, also
played.
Professor Samantha Punch launched the
proceedings by announcing the new name for the
project: Bridge: A MindSport for All (Connects
People, Challenges Minds). Keep Bridge Alive will
remain as a fundraising name, but in terms of
promoting the game beyond the bridge community,
BAMSA will be used. Feedback from non-bridge
players was that it is an intriguing name because

Victoria only plays bridge a couple of times a year
(she says), so her performance, partnering Simon
Stocken, in finishing ahead of quite a few stars, is to
be applauded. There was a hiatus on one of the
boards she played when a Redouble card was
produced. Not having used bidding boxes much,
she had never seen the blue card. Its meaning was
explained to her, the call was passed out, and the
resulting +2200 was the biggest penalty of the
evening.
There’s another rather good redouble story from
the event, and several more photos, online, p74. r

MORE PHOTOS AND STORIES ONLINE, P74
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EUROPEAN TRIALS

RANKED & MASTERS PAIRS
Seven pairs were victorious in early March in
championships aimed at those with specific
Master Point rankings.
The Ranked Masters Pairs was held at Stratfordupon-Avon, and the winners were:

Premier Grand Masters Pairs:
David Debbage & Paul Hackett

Grand Masters Pairs
The trials to represent England in the 2020
European National Mixed Teams Championship,
has been won by the Hinden team.

Shahzaad Natt & Richard Hillman

The winning team (pictured, left to right: Kay
Preddy, Michael Byrne, Frances Hinden, Graham
Osborne, Heather Dhondy and Joe Fawcett)
topped the four team round robin section of the
trial and won the final. The Seale team (Ian Pagan,
Catherine Seale, Neil Rosen and Anne Rosen)
came second. The 2020 European National Mixed
Teams Championship, will be held in late June
2020, in Funchal, Madeira.

Life Masters Pairs

Premier Life Masters Pairs
Giles Ip & Gabriel Ip
David Sherman & Peter Hasenson

National Masters Pairs
David Wright & David Fletcher

Regional Masters Pairs
Oliver Cowan & Stephen Berson
The Masters Pairs, for those ranked below
Regional Master, was held at multiple venues and
scored nationally.
The winners were Grace Hunter & Mike Brennan,
who played at Darlington Bridge Club. Second
place went to Andrew Lewis & Roy Brixton, at
Scunthorpe Bridge Club. Richard Holt & David
Ross, who played at South Bucks Bridge Club,
finished third.

The two-stage European Women's trials were won
by Fiona Brown & Sally Brock with Sarah Bell &
Nicola Smith coming second (pictured). The
selectors chose third-placed Gillian Fawcett &
Catherine Draper to complete the team.

SCOTTISH WINTER FOURSOMES

SENIORS
The trials to represent England in the Seniors
section were won by the Mossop team. David
Mossop, Brian Senior, Norman Selway, John
Holland, Paul Hackett and Gunnar Hallberg,
finished just ahead of the Dhondy Team (Jeremy
Dhondy, Brian Callaghan, David Kendrick, Alan
Mayo, John Hassett and Trevor Ward).
Accommodation will prove cheap as several
couples won different sections of the trials: Mike
Bell (Open) and Sarah Bell (Womens); Gillian
Fawcett (Womens) and Joe Fawcett (Mixed); Kay
Preddy (Mixed) and Norman Selway (Seniors)!
www.ebu.co.uk

Congratulations to our junior team members who
gave fine performances in the Scottish Winter
Fours 2020. The England team were undefeated
for the first two rounds, before losing to the
eventual winners and runners up of the main
event, but came second in the subsidiary final.
Congratulations to, pictured, Jonathan Clark, Ben
Norton, Eshan Singhal and Kripa Panchagnula.
The Scottish Bridge Union generously invited the
England Juniors to play in the event.
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by Alan Mould

Answers to February’s Problems

click
link

T

his month, problems one and two were sent
to me by that prolific provider of problems,
reader Dave Simmons (thanks Dave) while I
held problem three in the last weekend of the
Premier League.
Hand 1
´ 532
™ KQ84
t J4
® J974
South

West

North East
2®1
Pass
2
2NT
Pass
6NT
All Pass
1
Acol style. 2 9-12 balanced. You rarely see
this bid these days. It just gets NTs played the
wrong way around.

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™K; (c) tJ; (d) ®4

Hand 1: Partner clearly has her ‘usual rubber bridge
hand’ so we can forget about getting any help
from her. Our job then is to conserve all of our
assets as far as possible and hope it goes off. So,
for me, the stand out lead is a spade which gives
nothing away. I am tempted to award a spade 10
marks and everything else 0 marks, but I rather
suspect the editor would have ‘words’ with me
about that….

(a) a spade: 10 marks. For the reasons above.
(b) ™K: 1 mark. Every time the ace is on your right
this will be disastrous and every time it is on your
left you may still have blown a trick when, say,
they have the J10 but not the 9. It is a horrible lead
against 6NT, and my opinion is not altered by the
fact that it does beat the hand (but then so does
anything but a club).

(c)tJ: 5 marks. I don’t think much of this either,
but since it is doubleton it probably would not
have played much part in the play. I would lead it
rather than a heart or a club, but that is about all
I can say for it.
(d) ®4: 2 marks. Another horrible lead. Since
partner has no values, unless they have the ®10
this is going to mess up your holding. This time
declarer had AKxxx opposite Q10xx and this was
the only way to let the contract through….
Pairs Bonus: a spade – 5 marks. At Pairs it is vital
not to give away a 13th trick if you cannot beat it.
Active against suit slams and passive against NT
slams is the watchword (see Stephen Kennedy’s
article on p10, February 2020). A spade is standout.

LEAD CONUNDRUMS
Email the editor, lou@ebu.co.uk and if
suitable, Alan will use them.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:
Master: Martin Elliot
Selsey

Open: Alex Mathers
Northallerton

Sponsored by
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Hand 2
´ 10 8 7 3
™ A K 10 9 6 5
t 74
® 3
South
1t
Dble

West
2™
Pass

North
Dble
4t

Hand 3
´ 9654
™ 87
t 98742
® J 10
East
3™
All Pass

Choose from: (a) ´3; (b) ™A/K; (c) a diamond; (d) ®3

Hand 2: You have two decent leads here. Which is

South
West
North East
1®
Pass
1™
Pass
1NT
Pass
2t1
Pass
3t2
Pass
3NT
All Pass
1
Game forcing checkback. 2 Natural, less than
three hearts, and less than four spades.

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™8; (c) a diamond; (d) ®J

best? I think it is close and the marking reflects that.
(a) ´3: 2 marks. Frankly, I don’t see what this is
trying to achieve.

Hand 3: This time we hold ‘our usual rubber bridge

(b) ™A/K: 9 marks. The late, great, US Pairs player
Barry Crane used to say ‘When God deals you an
AK, it is because he doesn’t want you to have a lead
problem’. Not a bad dictum. Here, leading a top
heart means at least you can get at your heart tricks
in case they go away. But where are your other
tricks coming from? Surely the most likely lead to
actually beat the hand is your singleton…

(a) a spade: 7 marks. If I wasn’t going to lead a
heart, then this would be my choice. At least
partner might have four of them and we can set
up a long card or so eventually. But four is the
most partner will have. They won’t have five (no
overcall) which is why this is better:

(c) a diamond: 3 marks. This is highly unlikely to
be right, just about the only case would be when
dummy has shortish trumps and short hearts, and
that is inconsistent with the bidding.
(d) ®3: 10 marks. Another pretty good aphorism is
‘If you have a singleton and not a good hand, lead
it!’ (see David Gold’s article on p24, December
2019). It seems to me that the easiest way to beat
this hand is to take ruffs. If partner has the ace and
returns one you may have to judge well as to
whether or not to underlead your ™AK to get a
second ruff…. That will depend on the sight of
dummy, what club partner returns and how
understanding partner will be if declarer scoops in
a singleton queen on a low heart return.
Pairs Bonus: ™A/K – 5 marks. I think a club is too
dangerous at Pairs and I would lead a top heart,
just to make sure the hearts didn’t run away. Four
of a minor making by the opposition is very
rarely a bad score for you at Pairs.
www.ebu.co.uk

hand’. What’s best?

(b) ™8: 10 marks. Think about it. To beat this hand
partner will need to have an opening bid or more.
Why has partner not bid? It must be because their
longest suit is either hearts of clubs. Declarer may
well be 4-5 in the minors, so playing partner for
five hearts looks far and away the best shot. At the
table dummy had 10xxx of hearts and declarer AK
stiff. You couldn’t beat the hand, but this held it to
nine tricks. Anything else and it is 11. I am sure my
marking is in no way influenced by the fact that
this is what I led at the table.

(c) a diamond: 1 mark. Even if you might have been
convinced to lead a diamond and pray for partner
to have four of them, that has now been scuppered.
(d) ®J: 7 marks. For the reasons given above. Give
partner say ®KQ9x and a couple of entries and
you can see how leading a club is essential. This
hand is basically about the ‘dog that didn’t bark in
the night’. ‘Why has partner not bid?’ is the
question you need to ask yourself.
Pairs Bonus: ™8 – 5 marks. I would definitely lead
a heart at Pairs. It would have scored you an
outright top if the Premier League was played at
Pairs.
r
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Junior Camrose & Peggy Bayer

by Laura Covill

Wales of the Unexpected

click
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T

he 2020 Junior Camrose and Peggy Bayer
were hosted by the Welsh Bridge Federation
with great hospitality and grace despite the
lack of co-operation from Storm Dennis. Teams
from England, Scotland, Wales, the Republic of
Ireland and Northern Ireland engaged in one of the
most hotly-contested annual junior competitions,
vying for bragging rights over the neighbours.
England were invited to field two teams in each
category with the second team competing under the
banner of the EBU to make six teams.
Stephen Kennedy and I have appeared on the
home nation team together on three occasions: as
partners winning the Peggy Bayer in 2015; as
teammates in the EBU Junior Camrose team in
2018, finishing second; and this year, where we
ended third. Facing the prospect of further
diminishing returns, we’ve decided it’s best to give
the tournament a miss next year – happily we will
also be aging out at the same time!
Jonathan Clark, Kripa Panchagnula, Ewa
Wieczorek and Tony Ye all made their Junior
Camrose debuts, along with the entire team of U21s
representing the EBU (Oscar Selby, Harry Madden,
Liz Gahan, Sam and Theo Anoyrkatis, and Andy
Cope). This board features a well-synchronised
defence by Stephen Kennedy and Tony Ye. Going
into the final match we were not quite dead in the
water: a loss to the Republic of Ireland by the Scots
could allow us to seize the coveted England one-two
placings, but every IMP would count.

Open
room

West
Wieczorek
Dble

Closed
room

West
Wales
Dble

North
Wales
3®
Pass

North
Ye
3®
Pass

East
Covill
Pass
4´

East
Wales
Pass
3´

South
Wales
Pass
All Pass

South
Kennedy
Pass
All Pass

In the open room, the 4´ contract was doomed
from the beginning. After South’s lead of the ®Q,
North was able to overtake the queen with the king
and switch to his singleton. South won her ace on
the first round of trumps to give the heart ruff,
followed quickly by another top club honour to set
the contract.
Stephen Kennedy sitting South was on lead to a
contract a level lower, and realised that his partner’s
pre-empt was unlikely to contain many more
defensive points than the AK of clubs. Instead, he
elected to lead a heart in the hope of finding his
partner with a singleton while preserving his
entries. This turned out to be critical when he was
able to deliver his partner not one, but two ruffs.
Declarer won the ™A in her hand and led to the
king of trumps. Stephen took the ace and led the

E/W Game. Dealer North.
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

KQJ6
Q 10 8 5
KJ6
10 3

874
J
10 7 4
AK8765
´
N
™
W
E
t
S
®
´ A5
™ 96432
t Q983
® Q9
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10 9 3 2
AK7
A52
J42

England’s Junior Camrose Team: Ewa Wieczorek, Laura
Covill, Stephen Kennedy, David Bakhshi (NPC), Jonathan
Clark, Tony Ye and Kripa Panchagnula

www.ebu.co.uk

™2, the suit preference signal allowing Tony to ruff
and underlead his ®AK to partner’s ®Q for another
heart back, before cashing a second club trick. This
excellent lead and tight defence flattened the board.
The Scots retained their excellent form right to
the end and won comfortably over the Republic of
Ireland – staying ahead of the EBU team by just
0.58VPs. Congratulations to both teams on an
exciting and well-fought tournament!

WINNING THE PEGGY BAYER
Pride of place has to go to the England U21 team,
who won the category. Congratulations to Jasmine
Bakhshi, Henry Rose, Theo Gillis, Jack Ronayne,
Imogen La Chapelle and Alex Pemberton. There
were excellent performances from all the teams. A
special mention to the U16 team, who took the EBU
team slot in the Peggy Bayer and were placed second
– as the Welsh NPC said, ‘England’s U16s had a
comfortable victory over our team and they only
come up to here,’ broadly indicating his lower chest.

After East’s aggressive double of 1t in the open
room, West was persuaded to try a heart lead.
Declarer, Alex Pemberton, won in hand and
knocked out the tA. After a club switch taken by
the ace and another club won by the king, Alex
doubted that West would have doubled with
nothing more than the tA and ®Q, and dropped
the ´K for good measure! Now the tricks all but fell
into his lap, and he emerged with two doubled
overtricks.
In the closed room, with no encouragement to
lead a major Theo Gillis found the natural club lead.
The contract quickly fell apart, with the unlucky
layout leading to the defence taking two tricks in the
majors in addition to their four clubs and the ace of
diamonds. +150 and +1150 to England gave them a
hefty 16 IMPs to smooth their way to the top prize. r

This swing helped clinch it for the old fogeys in
the England team, who have all reached at least the
grand age of 15.

´
™
t
®

Open
room

Closed
room

Game All. Dealer West.
´ Q J 10 7
™ Q8
t KQ963
® J3
K
´ 86542
N
642
™ K975
W
E
A742
t 10
S
Q 10 9 8 6
® A75
´ A93
™ A J 10 3
t J85
® K42

West
EBU
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble

North
La Chapelle
Pass
1t
3NT
All Pass

West
Gillis
Pass
Pass
Pass

North
EBU
Pass
1´
3NT
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East
EBU
Pass
Dble
Pass

East
Ronayne
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
Pemberton
1®
1NT
Pass

South
EBU
1®
1NT

England’s Peggy Bayer Team: Theo Gillis, Imogen La
Chapelle, Jack Ronayne, David Newman (WBU President)
Jasmine Bakhshi, Henry Rose and Heather Dhondy (NPC).
Alex Pemberton not pictured.

JUNIOR BRIDGE CAMP

Don’t miss out on the 2020 South Eastern
Counties Junior Bridge Camp, from 11-12 July, to
be held again at Bowles Rocks. As well as bridge,
juniors can participate in dry skiing, rock
climbing, pool kayaking, or archery & bushcraft.
Contact William Bourne (07876 350650 or
rwb225@gmail.com).
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HALF-TERM IN A VERY BRIDGEY HOUSEHOLD

by Jasmine Bakhshi

click
link

M

y half-term week was eventful, to say the
least. Friday 14th of February was the
first day of the Peggy Bayer Trophy and
an opportunity to skip school. There is a write-up of
the event on p52.
It is a competition my dad (David Bakhshi)
played in 30 years ago and won. I went into the first
match against Ireland feeling nervous but ready to
win. On one of the first boards we played I opened
a strong 2® which was doubled and passed out!

´
™
t
®

Game All. Dealer North.
´ Q 10 8
™ 7652
t A4
® K J 10 9
A
´ J76542
N
AK
™ 10 8 3
W
E
K Q 10 9 7
t J8
S
AQ842
® 65
´ K93
™ QJ94
t 6532
® 73

West
Jasmine
2®

North
Pass
Dble

East
South
Rose
Pass
Pass
All Pass

11. The last match of the day was against Ireland. A
few mistakes later, and a making 6NT bid by them,
we lost by 20. The fear crept back and the pressure
was on. We went into the final day with our game
faces on and prepared to take on four teams. After
two close wins against EBU and Scotland, we
managed to win the competition. I was extremely
proud of our team and very happy that I got to take
home the Peggy Bayer trophy.
After a few days sleeping in and eating ice cream,
I had the honour of playing with the amazing EBL
president Jan Kamras in the Keep Bridge Alive ProAm pairs (pictured below). The chance to dress up
and pretend I was grown up, drinking elderflower
out of a wine glass was too much to pass up. When
I arrived with Dad at Stationer’s Hall, I met Jan and
confirmed some system agreements. A few drinks
later, my friend and previous teammate Henry
arrived along with my friend and previous enemy of
the EBU team, Jamie Fegarty. After many laughs and
some food, everyone sat down at their tables.
Jan and I had a lovely time. After a few rounds we
played against Dad and Martin Jones. Jan and I bid
to 3NT and my dad managed to make the killer
heart lead which led to four down. How rude of
him! As the evening went on Jan and I played well
together, enjoying satisfying defences.

It made with an overtrick giving us a score of
+380. Off to an exciting start, I thought, as I put
away my cards and placed the next board on the
table. We scored up to find we won the match by
+45. A great start! Henry Rose (my bridge partner)
and I sat out the next round. We went back to the
accommodation and played many thrilling games
of two player bridge. Our teammates Imogen La
Chapelle, Alex Pemberton, Jack Roynane and Theo
Gillis finished the match with a whopping score of
+106. I went to bed feeling quite pleased.
Our first match the next day was against our
rivals, the EBU team. Once considered friends, we
were now enemies. After a fierce match, we won by
54 English Bridge April 2020

What an outstanding half-term playing bridge.
There isn’t a better way to spend my time –
although eating ice cream comes a close second. r
www.ebu.co.uk

SURREY SCHOOLS CUP

STARTER BRIDGE IN YORK

This year’s Surrey Schools Cup took place in early
February, at Roehampton Club. The event was
generously supported by Roehampton who
contributed to the cost and provided members to
help run the tournament. There were 108
students, up from 89 last year, and among the 12
schools we were very pleased to welcome Tormead
School, Guildford, for the first time. KCS
Wimbledon retained the main trophy.
Congratulations to Theo Sinclair, & Woody
Cohen, Max Allanby-Bassett & Leon Gunasekara
(pictured above).

Inspired by Liz Dales’ Stamford Youth Bridge
Academy, two brave volunteers from York BC
held a very successful First Taster Starter Bridge at
Lord Deramore’s Primary School in York with 93
children from Years 4, 5 & 6. EBED’s Youth Officer
Giles Ip joined the session. So successful, in fact,
that the pair have now completed five Starter
Bridge sessions with 30 Year 5s in curriculum
time and started an after-school bridge club.
The two are now in the Minster School with
Years 8, 6 & 5 for five weeks and busily recruiting
more ‘buddies’ and schools. Azizah Clayton, who
is leading the initiative, praised Liz Dale’s method
– adopted by EBED – which is there to help if you
want to start similar initiatives in your area.

AIMING FOR 375,000 NEW PLAYERS

A combined team from Weydon & Ryde Schools
(from Farnham and the Isle of Wight respectively)
won the Salver (pictured above). Congratulations
to Ben Carpenter & Nickhil Norrayan (WS),
Adam Dallain (WS) & Aileen Armstrong (RS)
while the David Garfit Clowes MiniBridge trophy
was won by Ella Pilkington & Sue Ma from Epsom
College (pictured below).

www.ebu.co.uk

The Young Chelsea Bridge Club is launching a
major drive to recruit young players by offering to
teach bridge to every student in London. Yes, all
375,000 of them! The project is being led by three
of England’s brightest young players, India
Leeming, Louise Selway and Athena Chow.
The main course will be launched in autumn
2020, but a pilot event is being held on 18-19
April for chess players, Go players, board-gamers
and members of Mensa, who are known to enjoy
intellectual challenges, as well as students. The
cost is just £35 for the weekend course which will
take place at the club in Shepherds Bush, London.
For full details visit:
www.bridgewebs.com/youngchelsea/ - click ‘Classes’
April 2020 English Bridge
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EBED EDUCATION NEWS

WE NEED YOU!

HORSHAM KEEPS TEACHING!

I
Are YOU a teacher or training professional –
either current or retired?
Would YOU like to pass on your bridge
knowledge to young people?
EBED would love to speak to you about
becoming involved in our countrywide
D D D Bridge for Youth Project D D D
You will be provided with all the tools required to
interact with schools and young people. Full
support, materials and coaching are available for
all those wishing to help make bridge available to
the next generation.

Please get in touch with us.
Contact Giles Ip on 01296 317228 or e-mail
giles@ebedcio.org.uk for more details.

EBED COURSES
Club Teacher Training
For details of times and venues visit
www.ebedcio.org.uk/club-teacher-training

Director Courses
Club Director Training
Club TD Refresher Courses
Next Steps and becoming a County TD
For details of times and venues visit
www.ebedcio.org.uk/td-training
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n 2016 Horsham BC, conscious that
membership numbers in some clubs were
decreasing, decided to take positive action to
avoid or minimise the trend. It was aware of the
EBED Club Teacher Training courses and, as adult
education bridge classes, a source in the past of new
members, were no longer being run in the area,
wondered if it would be able to provide bridge
lessons at the club.
‘We had no idea if anyone in the club would be
willing to take this on, it’s a big commitment, and
we had no idea whether we would be able to tempt
anyone to sign up but with nothing to lose we
decided to give it a go,’ said Jane Handley, Horsham
BC’s Chairman. ‘To our surprise and delight a piece
in our newsletter resulted in four volunteers. We
decided that, after attending the course, two would
run the Beginning Bridge Programme and two
would run workshops from time to time on our
beginners’ evenings.
‘A few weeks later we waited nervously to see who
might come to our taster session I thought to
myself, ‘if we get twelve I’ll be pleased’. We got 27.
‘We could never have imagined the level of
success we have enjoyed on many levels. We’ve all
got such pleasure from seeing our students progress
and a great deal of personal satisfaction at what
we’ve achieved. And to top it all, we’ve met a lot of
great people of whom we’ve become very fond. Six
of us have now attended the excellent course and
between us we have nearly 80 1st, 2nd and 3rd year
students. Another two volunteers are attending the
next EBED course in April which we are hosting.
‘And the benefit to the club? In 2016 we had 308
members – today it is 325. Many members have left,
often relocating to be closer to family but at the
same time, many have moved to Horsham for the
same reason. Of the 117 new faces who’ve joined us
over the past four years, 32 have come along as
students and decided to join. We hope to tempt a
few more.’
www.ebu.co.uk

EBED EDUCATION NEWS
JOYS OF A RURAL BRIDGE TEACHER
by Dom Wilson

S

tart the week with a bang! It’s time for the
take-out double with the Monday improvers.
Some of them have been coming for years and
resist all efforts to get them to progress to the
various clubs in the area – it’s the camaraderie of
the class, of course – why change it if it’s working?
Even in Shropshire, a county that the EBU counts
as a half (it operates in conjunction with Staffordshire
- Ed), there’s about 1,000 folk playing bridge each
week in around 50 clubs, and, as we teachers know,
90% of them would benefit from lessons.
On a Tuesday, after scoring the improvers, I’m off
to a decent game at the serious club in town – we
can’t understand why membership is declining,
don’t bridge players want a serious game?
Wednesday is prep-day ahead of the beginners on
Thursday and an occasional indulgent visit to the
regional centre for a demanding teams league event,
but with an 85 mile round trip it’s a big ask. I spend
the twilight road time brooding over the future of
Acol as the default system for learners.
Thursday is always fun but tough – the learners
club is in the afternoon (with lifts for those unable
to drive) followed promptly by the dash to the
Beginners evening lessons 14 miles away across
Wenlock Edge. This is one of the most beautiful
drives in the county despite the hazards of crawling
tractors, careering deer and awestruck tourists, but
coming back after a 7-hour shift of smilingly
watching contracts being stumbled through or
massacred, that single malt waiting on the coffee
table is achingly welcome. I’m getting too old for
this!
Friday (after scoring, of course) I re-acquaint
myself with my patient wife and a long list of
deferred chores. Oh, and there’s always that Friday
night game at another club with my equally patient
(other) partner. Then, what are weekends for?
Prepping the next lessons or cutting the grass?
Tough call! (No it isn’t, where’s that laptop…)
www.ebu.co.uk

MOVING PUPILS INTO THE CLUB

E

BU Membership Development Officer Tim
Anderson says that getting new players out of
classes and gentle bridge into a normal club
session is one of the most rewarding but challenging
aspects of bridge teaching. Novices worry not just
about the standard of bridge, but also about the
pace of the game, the intricacies of the rules, and the
mechanics of bidding boxes, scoring and
movements. The whole club needs to be sensitive
and sensible about this, and a firm word from the
director about being welcoming, tolerant and
friendly towards novices can be a great help.
Mentoring sessions, where an experienced player
partners with a novice, are another valuable
technique; and in cases where those mentors
(perhaps needlessly) worry about this being bad for
their NGS grade, there is now an option to run
sessions that qualify for masterpoints but exclude all
players from NGS (Code 12 is the magic EBU
session type).
Camberley bridge club had the idea of running
transition classes aimed at people who wanted to
move from classroom to clubroom. ‘The fears were
mainly etiquette, pace of play, alerting, stop cards,
announcing, calling the director, using the director,
those sorts of things,’ said club member Penny
Moody. She used the EBED Hand Generator for
sample hands. ‘That was brilliant because I could
order hands that need things which are going to be
alerted, or likely to require a stop card – things like
that,’ she said. The first 8-week course filled its 20
spaces quickly and further courses have been run,
with real success helping attendees make the move.
‘Of the first 20, I think at least six or seven are now
playing at the club,’ said Penny. What was the
hardest thing? ‘System cards. Why I thought I could
take pupils through system cards in one week I
don’t know!’ she said.
April 2020 English Bridge
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CAPTION
COMPETITION

CROSSWORD NO 26

Compiled by MERMAN
1

2

3

Answers online, p73

4

5

6

7

8
9

10

12

13

11

14
15
18
20

17

16
19
21

22
23
ACROSS
3 Sing about time player signals (so many of them) (8)
8 Brown goat I rescued going gently down the stream,
presumably (10, two words)
9 The responsibility is ours (4)
10 Doctors one’s body (in part) (5)
12 There are certain types like Geneva or Monaco, for
instance (5)
14 Condiment — there’s no alternative to her county
recipe (7)
15 Officer takes warning signal as a measure of
brightness (7)
19 Longs to chase 5 (5)
20 A persistent attack on one of the players — that is
Georgia (5)
21 One attending quiet period (4)
22 A mystical take of the future only got our Meg upset (10)
23 Pleads for learning about scores? Quite the opposite (8)
DOWN
1 Outlines for the record (8)
2 Our harmonic settlement doesn’t include collecting
initial voluntary payment (10)
3 Player in awfully snug surroundings got jazz in a big
way (5)
4 Dennis’s dogtooth (7)
5 Nearly a contest (5)
6 Al’s blood (4)
7 Producing seasonal fare, player invested, for example, in
little bits of work (10, two words)
11 Wordy essays about post-war heroic wanderings (8)
13 Guardian had carrot soup — it’s posh (7)
16 Roll that’s essential to hairdresser to some degree (5)
17 Has company in disorder (5)
18 Drug the man elected (4)

Whoops! Send your new entries for the cartoon
above to lou@ebu.co.uk by 29th April, or post to
Editor, Raggett House, Bowdens, Langport,
TA10 0DD.
Congratulations to Brian Gladman for my
favourite caption from the last issue shown
below the cartoon. Other close contenders were
Alex Mather’s ‘3™ is on thin ice’; James Andrew’s
‘You and your three heart openers, Douglas!
Didn’t you look at the vulnerability?’; and Kevin
Sullivan’s ‘Headline News: Fishy bid gets cold
bottom’.
Prestat donates a box of its very superior
chocolates as a prize. The brightly coloured
boxes, and the scrumptious contents, are the
epitome of good taste – in all the best ways!

Pen had hoped for an invitation in diamonds

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR
PLASTIC WRAPPING
Could I suggest that in future you
consider either sending your
magazine in a paper envelope or
else compostable plastic. You are
a responsible organisation and
ought
to
consider
doing
something to help our planet.
Peter Hodgson
Thanks so much for your email
and YES - you will be pleased to
know that our new bioplast (100%
compostable) bag will enwrap twothirds of the mail-out of this April’s
issue and henceforth all our issues.
What a good moment.
Ed

IS BRIDGE BECOMING DATED?
Kudos to Simon Cochemé not
only for his IBPA award, but on
discovering yet another good
reason to teach bridge in schools
– to help remember those pesky
historical dates, using hand
shapes. He mentions Hastings
(1066) and Botticelli (1444 – new
to me), but one can go further.
1660 could be Restoration, and
Charles II also features in Royal
Oak (1651), while 1606 should be
Guy Fawkes if he hadn’t foolishly
triggered the Gunpowder Plot a
year too early. How about Edward
II (1327, first English king to be
deposed,
and
subsequently
murdered in a particularly
unpleasant way), Peasants Revolt
or Wat Tyler (1381), Civil War
(1642) and George or Hanover
(1714). Plus countless other
events that miss by a year, such as
Trafalgar (1805) and Reform Act
(1832). Everything seems to
www.ebu.co.uk

Send your letters to the editor, Lou Hobhouse
Raggett House, Bowdens, TA10 0DD, or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk
The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

feature a singleton spade, unless
you go for sometime BC!
Ian Kemp
I am not sure we should be
teaching children dates that aren’t
quite right; before you know it they
will be opening a weak no trump
with 10-12!
You are right about all the dates
implying a singleton spade. I think
the earliest that could change
would be 2029 – Great Britain rejoins the EU, or maybe that’s 2038,
my crystal ball is a bit hazy.
Simon Cochemé

ADVENT OF THE UNDOUBLE
I seem to recall the introduction
of the Undouble will be in April
this year. May I suggest taking this
a step further – thwarting
vexatious
(over)bidding
by
allowing a Redouble after
partner's Double when a mere
double seems insufficient. It
would be particularly useful
when the opponents are nonvulnerable against vulnerable. It
might give the opponent with
one point second thoughts. How
very dare they bid six hearts with
just 11 points between them? No
names mentioned, but they know
who they are . . . Leslie Phillips

ACOL V 5CM
I have read with great interest
Chris Jaggers' article advocating a
weak no trump and Acol. I play in
several clubs, on a much lower
level than your new author, so
who am I to argue? Coming from
Europe to England I play both
systems. What I have noted over
the years is that the majority of

hands end up with the same final
bid regardless of the system.
There are hands that will suit one
system over the other. For any
hand Chris cites advocating the
Weak No Trump I can show
others playing much better with a
Strong No Trump. I often wish I
was playing another system than
the one agreed with my partner!
Playing 25-30 hands on a club
night will sometimes score better
with Acol, sometimes with a
Strong No Trump.
In my view you have to decide
what percentage of results are
better with each system over a
large number of hands. On this
point I am convinced that the
Strong No Trump System
prevails. The ratio might be as
little as 52:48,
but that’s
significant. Looking at the SIM
pairs commentary just enforces
this feeling.
So, how easy is one system to
learn and remember? Using a
strong no trump system you
don’t have to remember the
dreaded Wriggle after 1NT is
doubled (played differently by
practically every partner).
Andras Zaborszky
You may be right, but for good
players wedded to Acol it is great to
find a way to improve. As for which
is better . . . most international
players use a strong no trump, but
our pair performed fantastically
throughout the Bermuda Bowl,
keeping up with the best of them...
Ed
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Landmark Promotions
October 2019 – February 2020
Congratulations to the newly promoted

Bill Young

Direct

Premier Grand Masters:

Master

Liz Commins, Merseyside/Cheshire

Dorset

Gunnar Hallberg, London
Artur Malinowski, London
Alan Nelson, Manchester

Grand Masters:
Steve Abley, Bedfordshire
Linda Greenland, Yorkshire
Nick Smith, Oxfordshire
Joyce Skelton, Worcestershire
Gayle Webb, Wiltshire

Avon

Jane Tozer

Master

Cambs & Hunts

Olivia Bailey
Colin Bond
Christine Griffith
Susan Lovell
Michael Toman

Bedfordshire
Grand Master
Steve Abley

Life Master
Stewart Pye

Master
Jocelyn Binks
John Hulatt
Simon Jones

Berks & Bucks
Life Master
Michael Gentry
Janet Rixon

Regional Master
Nigel Carter
David Herod
Hanna Tuus

Master
Audrey Auret
Astrid Backer
Roselle Beard
Ian Besser
Peter Collings
Eileen Collins
Valerie Daniel
Nell Dillistone
Joan Findlow
Jacqueline Holloway
Steve Hull
Barry Jackson
Rosalind Lawrence
Dorothy Marshall
Alma Richardson
Jacqui Robinson
Tino Romano

Life Master
Roger Courtney

Regional Master
Sue Willcox

Master

Yvonne Phillips

Life Master
Mike Ullyett

Master
Helene Hughes

Essex
Master
David Boyle
Lesley Buckley
Anna Clegg
Anne Convery
Vinaychandra Gandhi
Maureen Hodge
Kris Krishnan
Sarah Mabey
Con Mannix
Chris Martin
Maurice Mincer
Pat Reeves
Fred Saxton
Sarah Street
Susan Taylor
Alan Veats

Gloucestershire

Jeremy Bishop
Bernadette Callis
John Crosher
Asil Esenbel
Fred Filby
Lorane Fitch
Ian Gowlett
Andy Holland
Maurice Humphrey
Ian Nicoll
Richard Pettengell
Graham Pfaff
Suman Rai
Maggie Stevenson
Joyce Taylor
Jean Willis

Isle of Man
Master
Judy Jeavons

Kent
Life Master
Rodney Meredith

Regional Master
David Powell
Louise Selway
Andrew Shillam
Jon Thoresen

Master

Regional Master

Margaret Ashford
Rod Ashurst
Steve Bispham
Peter Edkins
Rose Edkins
Allan Kelsall
Brenda Kelsall
Fiona Leathers
Nick Osler
Lesley Smith
Odin Svendsen

Cumbria

Mary Ferguson
Michael Yeo

Regional Master

Master

Regional Master

Harriet Dinwoodie
Leopold Lehninger
Heather Furness
Marian Greenhow
Patricia Palmer
Gordon Tickle

Catherine Cretch
Mike Day
Margo Glover
John Hotchkiss
Fraser McLeod
Graham Morgan
Michael Payne

Derbyshire

Herefordshire

Regional Master

Regional Master

Andrew Gregory
Karen Gunner
Barbara McCormick
Karen Shefford

Channel Islands
Life Master
Lynne Williamson

Cornwall
Master
Ann Bennett
Graham Ramsey

Master

Regional Master
John Arblaster
Mel Barlow
Martin McWilliam

Master
Steven Betteley
Harold Grouse
Nick Haynes

Hants and I.O.W.

Clive Case

Susan Shore

Master

Master

Sherryl Fairweather
Eileen Jordan
Chris Robson

Carol Dixon
Keith Roy
Maureen Turner

Devon

Hertfordshire

Master

Life Master

Barabara Astley
Mandy Cole
Robert Hatton
Jill Porter
Kay Scarff
Sally Smith
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Naomi Gibbs

Lancashire
Keith Stewart

Master
Steve Anderton
Shirley Dobson
Valerie Dobson
Neville Edmondson
Albert Fagan
Stephen Fanning
Peter Higson
Terry Hines
Paul Holgate
Robert Lonsdale
Pam McRobbie
Norma Parkinson
Barry Griffith Skyrme
Peach
Peter Verney
John Webster

Regional Master

Leicestershire

Hilary Nesbitt

Life Master

Master

Linda MacFarlane

Margaret Barker
Colin Barnes

Master
Eleanor Freshwater

Charles Frederick Gurr
Brian Hick
Graham Lee
Ahmed Omar
Richard Shanks
A Woodward
Stephanie Woodward

Lincolnshire
Master
Robin Buck
Bill Keast
Susan Keast
Denis Parkinson
Andy Tomlinson

London
Premier Grand Master
Artur Malinowski

Life Master
Mike Bull
Chantal Girardin

Regional Master
Alex Crystol
Sara Moran
Tony Ye

Master
Jasmine Bakhshi
Monica Davis
Akiko Miyazaki
Alex Pemberton
Bridget Rampton
Martin Williams
Paul Yates

Manchester
Premier Grand Master
Alan Nelson

Regional Master
Ed Glinert
Tony Hodgson
Daniel Kelsall

Master
Rodney Inglesfield
Andrea O'Rafferty

Merseyside &
Cheshire
Premier Grand Master
Liz Commins

Master
Irene Ashcroft
Myra Broad
John Burke
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Club Bidding Quiz

by Julian Pottage

Answers to Questions on Page 14

click
link

Hand 1
´ QJ87
™ Q 10 4 3
t3
®AQJ3

W
?

N

E

S

Hand 4
´ K864
™AQ42
t65
® K 10 2

W

N

E

Dble
?

3t

3´

S
1t
4t

1®. Holding three four-card suits and a singleton

Pass. You have already bid your hand. Your partner

diamond, you should open 1®. If you opened 1™ or
1´, you would have an impossible rebid facing a 2t
response – a 1´ opening and a 2™ rebid would show
at least five spades and four hearts.

may have done well to push the opponents up to the
four level. Unless they make precisely ten tricks, you
should get a reasonable score from defending.

Hand 2
´ A 10 9
™ A97643
t2
®KJ7

W
1™
?

N
2t

E
2™

S
3t

Hand 5
´ K 10 6
™K872
t63
® 9732

W

N
3t

E
3´

S
Pass

?

3™. With a six-card heart suit and a singleton

Pass. When defending against a pre-emptive

diamond, there is every chance that both sides have
a nine-card trump fit, in which case 3t and 3™
could both be makeable contracts. Do not worry
about having only 12 HCP. If you had a better hand,
wishing to invite game, you would make a game-try
double.

overcall, it is normal for the player entering the
bidding to assume something like eight points
opposite rather than a Yarborough. Your 6 HCP is
actually a bit less than partner is expecting and so
no reason to raise.

Hand 3
´8
™A632
tAQ752
® Q 10 5

W
1t
?

N
Pass

E
1´

S
2®

Hand 6
´ K J 10 2
™93
tAQ8
® Q J 10 7

W
1NT1
2´
?
1

N
Pass
Pass

E
2®2
2NT

S
Pass
Pass

12-14, 2 Stayman

Pass. South's overcall relieves you of the obligation
to make a rebid because partner will have another
chance even if you pass. If you had six diamonds,
you could go ahead and bid 2t despite the overcall.
As it is, you have a minimum opening and no suit
you wish to stress so can happily leave the next
move to partner.
62 English Bridge April 2020

3NT. You partner’s sequence shows the values to
invite game in no trumps with four hearts. While
with 13 HCP you are mid range for a 12-14 1NT,
you have better than average intermediates and two
good 4-card suits offering playing potential.
r
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Bridge Club Live

by Barrie Partridge

West Caught Napping!

click
link

A

round the time this issue drops into your
Inbox, Bridge Club Live will be holding its
annual reunion of members. This year
around 80 of us will be spending a weekend at the
Old Swan Hotel at Harrogate and playing a bit of
bridge. Well, maybe quite a lot of bridge, plus a
seminar or two!
Meanwhile, online and back in our living rooms,
London’s Gilly Cardiff and B&B’s Ed Scerri, having
jointly won the Swiss Teams at the London Year End
the previous weekend (second on the split tie), went
on to win the final of our most prestigious event,
our unique Double Elimination Knock-out Pairs,
remaining undefeated for the fourth consecutive
year. Well done!
I was South on this board towards the end of an
18 board Swiss Pairs match.

´
™
t
®

N/S Game. Dealer South.
´ AQ
™ J8743
t 73
® J642
854
´ 10 9 7 6 3 2
N
K 10
™ 65
W
E
S
AKQ62
t J94
Q97
® 10 5
´ KJ
™ AQ92
t 10 8 5
® AK83

West

North

East

1NT
Dble

4™
All Pass

Pass

South
1™
Pass

The 1NT, 4™ and double were all a little on the
aggressive side but the double appeared to be a
winning action as the vast majority of the field went
one off in 4™. West started the defence with two top
diamonds before switching to a spade. West clearly
www.ebu.co.uk

had all the defence’s values so it looked to me that I
needed the ®Q to fall in two rounds.
I took the spade switch in hand and ruffed my last
diamond in dummy before cashing the ™A and
then the ´A. Now I put West on lead with his last
trump and gave him the choice of giving me a ruff
and discard by leading a spade or diamond, or else
leading away from his club holding. He tried a club,
the ®J held and I made my contract for a Top
instead of a Bottom.
But West, one of our top players, had been caught
napping. He should have worked out that my shape
was 2·4·3·4 for my play to make any sense, and so if
he gave me a ruff and discard, I could throw only
one of my four clubs from either hand and I would
still have to lose a trick to the ®Q. Also, if his
partner had had the ®K, I would have had a hand
that would have opened a weak 1NT. All very
fortunate for me indeed, but it goes to show that
there are some circumstances in which giving
declarer a ruff and discard is the best defence!
Do come and join us in Bridge Club Live, the only
online bridge club based in the UK and with real
players!
r

UK-based Bridge Club Live offers
D Fast, fun and friendly bridge.
D Drop-in Drop-out MP Pairs and social games
D Individual, Improvers and IMP Pairs
Tournaments and Teams events
D Full bidding and play records of every deal.
D System cards for partnerships
D Discussion forums and members’ reunions
D EBU Master Points
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Funbridge Competitions

by Marc Smith

Any Little Slip

Y

ou will get the occasional good board
because the opponents simply hand you
tricks. Perhaps they mistakenly cash the ace
of a suit where you hold Q75 opposite K832, or they
lead a trump and pick up their partner’s J752. Most
of the time, though, their missteps are not so clear
and obvious. To score well, you must also capitalise
on the minor chances they give you.
This issue’s deal comes from the special
Funbridge Points matchpointed game. Most
declarers will play in the normal 3NT, so overtricks
will be the key to how well you score. See if you
would take advantage of West’s minor slip-ups.
Game All. Dealer North. Teams - MP Pairs
´ A63
™ A 10 7 3
t 7
® AKJ93
´ K 10 9 4
´ 752
N
™ J
™ K9852
W
E
t A 10 8 2
t J64
S
® 10 8 6 2
® 74
´ QJ8
™ Q64
t KQ953
® Q5

West
Pass
Pass

North
1®
1™
3NT

you advance the tK at trick two. Presumably
because he is unsure what to do next if he takes this
trick (a diamond would be best, but that is hard to
find and a club works okay too), West allows your
tK to win. That is his first misstep.
With nine tricks now likely, you can try to set up
a tenth in hearts. You lead towards dummy and the
™J appears from West. You win with the ace and
play a second heart from dummy. East cannot
afford to rise with the ™K, so he ducks and your
queen wins. Unwilling to weaken his holding in
either minor, West discards a low spade. He could
have afforded to release his fourth diamond, and
that is his second and fatal misstep.
Now is the time to cash your clubs. You discard
two diamonds and your remaining heart from
hand, and West releases a diamond on the fifth
round. The end position is now easy to read, so you
cash the ´A and exit with your remaining spade to
West. He wins with the ´K but, having discarded his
fourth spade, he now has to lead away from tA10,
giving you your eleventh trick with the tQ.
Surprisingly, making +660 on this deal is worth
over 90% and yet we have done nothing more than
take advantage of small defensive missteps.
r

East
South
Pass
1t
Pass
2NT
All Pass

West leads the ´10 against your 3NT, and you win
in hand with the queen. You can count eight top
tricks (assuming clubs break no worse than 4-2), so
you need to make sure of one diamond trick.
Limited entries to dummy make it inconvenient to
cross over to lead diamonds towards your hand, and
there’s little benefit if East ducks holding the ace, so
66 English Bridge April 2020
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CAFÉ BRIDGE FOR ALL

C

afé Bridge is duplicate bridge with a twist.
Each set of boards is placed in a different
venue, typically a café, eatery or a pub. Pairs
change venue every four or five boards, following
their personalised route card, so that in turn they
visit all the venues and play all the boards.
Always a bit of fun, 2019 saw 22 Café Bridge
events taking place throughout the UK – almost
one per fortnight – and demand rising year-onyear. The popularity of Café Bridge across a range
of players attests to its role in player development.
It’s a great way for newer players getting used to
duplicate. It tends to be very relaxed and sociable.

LMBA Café Bridge in the Tonsleys - Tuesday 21st
April: Organisers Chris Duckworth and David
Muller invite you to this established and popular
event in Wandsworth to raise money for Save the
Children. Info and booking instructions here:
http://metrobridge.weebly.com/tonsleys.html

Nottingham Café Bridge - Tuesday 21st April:
Go to historic Nottingham and join the CBN
team playing bridge in support of Rainbows
Children's Hospice. This is a convivial and wellorganised event – highly recommended. Book
here: bridgewebs.com/cbn/

Leatherhead Café Bridge - Wednesday 29th April:
Brand new event organised by one of the largest
clubs in Surrey, in aid of the well known and
much admired Princess Alice Hospice. Book
online here: brianbridge.net/lbc2020

Sofia Bridge Festival (with Café Bridge!) Monday 25th - Sunday 31st May:
After a most successful first year, the Sofia Festival
returns, this time with a full social bridge
programme at the National Palace of Culture,
and a chance to bridge-splore the Bulgarian
capital via café bridge. More information from
brianbridge.net/sofia2020

www.ebu.co.uk

Players think of every round as a fresh start, their
confidence primed by successfully finding their
new location. Slow play can be caught up by quick
walking, and while a bridge club may seem to be
the kingdom of the established player or the hawklike TD, the gods of Café Bridge can usually be
appeased by having a glass of wine.
To judge for yourself, why not sign up for your
nearest Café Bridge. A full list can be found at
www.brianbridge.net/cafe. For more information
please contact EBED or Victor Lesk at
brianplaysbridge@gmail.com

CAFÉ BRIDGE - SAVE THE DATES:
Welwyn Garden City - Tuesday 21st April
Henley - Tuesday 28th April - Waiting List
Farnham - Monday 11th May - Waiting List
Crouch End - Wednesday 13th May
Chichester - Wednesday 20th May
Richmond - Tuesday 16th June
Clare, Suffolk (new!) - Tuesday 23rd June (TBC)
Molesey - Tuesday 21st July
Surbiton - Tuesday 4 August
Antwerp trip - Friday 11th - Sunday 13th September
Marlow (new!) - Thursday 17th September
Dundee Bridge Festival trip (new!)
Tuesday 29 September - Thursday 1 October

Guildford - Thursday 8th October
Barnes - Thursday 15th October
Plockton trip to The Highlands
Tuesday 27th - Friday 30th October

Newark - Tuesday 3rd November
Wimbledon Village - Monday 16th November
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Paul’s Hold-Up Challenge from p12
´
™
t
®

Hand 1: South
plays in 4™.
West leads the ´Q

653
32
AJ86
10 9 5 4

´
™
t
®

Hand 2: South
plays in 4´.
West leads the tQ

64
Q 10 5 2
K 10 9 3
Q62

N

W

W

N

E

S

Pass

1´

4™

N
E

S

´
™
t
®

All Pass

AJ4
K Q J 10 9 7 6
5
A7

W

N

2t
2™
All Pass

E

W

S

E
S

1t Dble
Pass 4´

´
™
t
®

K Q J 10 9 2
AK9
2
KJ4

Preliminary Analysis:

Preliminary Analysis:

4™ might not have been a classical pre-empt, but
partner is a passed hand and it might have provoked
an indiscretion. Dummy has at least provided an
ace, so that’s handy. Can there be any benefit in
holding off trick one? What is it?

Too strong to overcall 1´, South starts with a takeout double, intending to show spades on the next
round and (by implication) a very good hand. West
is the sort of player who would start an argument in
an empty room and he is in there fighting, raising
to 2t. North is fully entitled to enter the fray with
2™ and now South can clearly take a pot at 4´. EastWest haven’t got very much between them – a thin
opening bid and a weak raise. Still, that’s not the
problem. Should you cover the tQ at trick one or
not? Why?

ANSWER
Hand 1: You should duck the ´Q. East-West are
threatening a spade ruff and the only hope is that
West has the ace of trumps and that you can cut the
defensive communications. Here’s the full deal:
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

Q2
A54
9742
J632

N
W

E
S

´
™
t
®

ANSWER

653
32
AJ86
10 9 5 4

Hand 2: Many players make the reflex play of
´
™
t
®

K 10 9 8 7
8
K Q 10 3
KQ8

covering the tQ with the king. This is wrong on so
many levels, and would lead to defeat here. Your
trump holding, despite its robust quality, would
not survive repeated forces, and it is that you have
to guard against. Here’s the full deal:

AJ4
K Q J 10 9 7 6
5
A7

After the ´Q holds trick one, West will almost
certainly continue spades. You win, knock out the
™A and now the contract is unbeatable. Should
West switch to a diamond at trick two, you’d win
that with the tA, finesse the ´J and play trumps,
making the hand that way.

´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

3
J7643
QJ76
873

64
Q 10 5 2
K 10 9 3
Q62

´ A875
™ 8
W
E
t A854
S
® A 10 9 5
´ K Q J 10 9 2
™ AK9
t 2
® KJ4
N

If you were to cover the tQ, East would win and return a diamond. Forced to ruff, you would lose control
as East would lead diamonds when on lead with the ´A and the ®A. Eventually, you would run out of
trumps. By ducking the tQ you give the defence a problem to which there is no solution. Continuing
diamonds (on which you would finesse the t9) would not help them and a switch would be useless too. It
is an instructive deal.
r
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Michael’s Interference Quiz, from p18

W

ith both sides vulnerable the bidding is
as shown, what action if any do you take
with these hands?

´
™
t
®

Hand 1
AQ97
654
K J 10 3
54

´
™
t
®

Hand 2
KQJ87
5
9832
653

´
™
t
®

W
1™

Hand 3
J732
AKJ
9843
54

´
™
t
®

Hand 4
98
9765
A J 10 7 3
K2

N
2®

E
2™

´
™
t
®

S
?

Hand 5
K Q 10 9 7 3 2
–
876
J75

ANSWERS
Hand 1) Double – Double to get the spades and

Hand 3) Pass – Too much of your hand is in hearts,

diamonds into the game. The values are a bit light
but they are at least working values which you can
expect to take tricks if partner declarers the hand.
You have club tolerance and your heart holding
suggests partner will be short. If the next hand
jumps to 4™ you are happy if partner carries on
bidding holding a singleton or void heart and
other suit, in practice your double will normally
just help partner compete for the part-score.

and you are generally too defensive. You side
doesn't rate to hold an eight-card spade fit, and
even if it does partner can have another go when
it comes round to him.

Hand 2) 2´ – Stretch to bid 2´, showing the fivecard suit. When your side holds spades and their
side holds hearts it is vital that you get the suit
into action as early as possible. Looking at your
hand it is quite likely that a big heart raise is
coming and you want to give partner the choice
of bidding 4´ over 4™. The trouble with raising
to 3® is that your side might not hold enough
clubs to justify outbidding the hearts. Also, if
partner lacks the ´A then your side suit will be of
little use in a club contract as you lack a late entry,
but partner's clubs will be very helpful in spades.

www.ebu.co.uk

Hand 4) 3® – This is the best choice. You can't
double as you lack spades but you do want to
compete since partner is marked with heart
shortage and you have good cards for him. One of
the reasons why you should hold a six-card suit
for a vulnerable two-level overcall is that partner
can raise with a reasonable supporting hand with
only a doubleton, as here. Again, if the next hand
bids 4™ and partner bids 5® he
won't be disappointed by your ´ A 9 6 5
hand, holding something like ™ –
tK74
this and 5® might be making
® Q J 10 8 7 2
on the expected heart lead.

Hand 5) 4´ – There is no need for subtlety when
you hold a void in their suit and a partial fit with
your partner.
r
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Jagger’s System Quiz, from articles 1-3

A

rmed with your knowledge of the responses to 1NT, try this quiz with your partner, to see how it
works in practice. You will be pleased to know that opponents have decided to give you a free ride
today, so no opposition bidding.

WEST HANDS

EAST HANDS

Hand 1 Dlr W
´ 64
™ KJ53
t Q85
® AQJ8

Hand 2 Dlr E
´ Q983
™ K9532
t 93
® K4

Hand 3 Dlr W
´ KJ83
™ A 10 2
t 85
® KQ42

Hand 1 Dlr W
´ QJ982
™ 84
t A94
® 753

Hand 2 Dlr E
´ KJ52
™ Q4
t AJ86
® Q74

Hand 3 Dlr W
´42
™6
t Q J 10 9 7 6 2
® A53

Hand 4 Dlr E
´ KQJ73
™A862
t732
®7

Hand 5 Dlr W
´ Q7
™ KJ6
t AQ97
® 8753

Hand 6 Dlr E
´ K 10 9 6 4
™ AQJ53
t K5
® 9

Hand 4 Dlr E
´ A5
™Q54
tKJ64
®A964

Hand 5 Dlr W
´ K J 10 6 4
™ AQ953
t 53
® 4

Hand 6 Dlr E
´ 53
™ K2
t Q J 10 2
® KQJ74

Hand 7 Dlr W
´ A842
™ K753
t Q4
® K86

Hand 8 Dlr E
´ AQ6
™ K Q 10 2
t 87
® AK82

Hand 9 Dlr W
´ 75
™ 10 5 3
t AQ75
® AK53

Hand 7 Dlr W
´ KJ73
™ 982
t AK52
® 93

Hand 8 Dlr E
´ K J 10 5
™ 53
t AQ64
® Q75

Hand 9 Dlr W
´ AK62
™ AQ
t K 10 2
® QJ86

Hand 10 Dlr E
´ AQ73
™ AQJ742
t K2
® 5

Hand 11 Dlr W
´ 42
™ KJ85
t K732
® KQ6

Hand 12 Dlr E
´ K Q 10 8 7 6 4
™ K7
t Q7
® A2

Hand 10 Dlr E
´ K64
™ K6
t AQ75
® Q 10 9 2

Hand 11 Dlr W
´ A 10
™ A Q 10 6 2
t Q4
® AJ75

Hand 12 Dlr E
´ 53
™ AQ43
t A84
® K765

Hand 13 Dlr W
´ QJ2
™K653
tA532
®K7

Hand 14 Dlr E
´ 5
™ AQ64
t K4
® AK9754

Hand 15 Dlr W
´ AQ64
™ A Q 10 9
t J3
® 987

Hand 13 Dlr W
´ K85
™ A 10 9 4
t4
®AQ864

Hand 14 Dlr E
´ J76
™ KJ32
t A65
® QJ2

Hand 15 Dlr W
´ K5
™ 2
t K Q 10 8 2
® A5432

Hand 16 Dlr W
´ 9632
™ AKJ
t Q76
® QJ2

Hand 17 Dlr E
´ KQ2
™ K843
t KQJ94
® 7

Hand 18 Dlr W
´ AJ96
™ Q82
t A98
® J87

Hand 16 Dlr W
´ Q754
™ 2
t K J 10 3
® AK65

Hand 17 Dlr E
´ A J 10 6
™ Q52
t A52
® J65

Hand 18 Dlr W
´ Q 10 2
™ K643
t KQJ
® K Q 10
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ANSWERS
1

West
1NT
2´

East
2™
Pass

We start with a straightforward one. It is a matter of
style whether to transfer out over a no trump but
generally, if in doubt, it is better to do it.

2

West
2®
Pass

East
1NT
2´

responds 2´ then it is now worth raising to 3´ (and
some would no doubt bid 4´ straight away, on the
basis that partner will not always be able to judge
whether to accept an invitational bid, given that we
have a singleton club that they don’t know about).

5

West
1NT
2t
4™

East
2®
3™
Pass

With both majors, it is better to use Stayman. If
partner responds in a major you pass, otherwise you
bid your longer suit. On this occasion partner has
spades, and you find the much better fit than simply
transferring out.

With 5-5 majors, East starts with Stayman, and
would simply bid game if partner responds in a
major. When they don’t, you have the perfect bid –
an invitational 3™, showing at least five cards in
each major. West only has a minimum, but with
well fitting cards should raise. On a good day 5™ is
making here.

3

6

West
1NT
3®
Pass

East
2NT
3t

There are two great things about transferring out on
this hand. You are more likely to make 3t than
1NT, but you also pre-empt the opponents using
the 2NT bid. Here they have a nine card heart fit,
and may well be able to make 3™, but find it hard to
come in over 2NT. 3t should make comfortably.

4

West
2®
2´

East
1NT
2t
Pass

A matter of judgement and optimism on this hand.
You are certainly interested in game, but when
partner denies a fit it is best to sign off in 2´. Note
that even with partner having fourteen points and
nicely fitting honours, without the fit it is unlikely
game is on. If partner responds 2™ I would pass
though some aggressive players would invite (if one
could invite without going beyond 2™ it would be
much more tempting to do so, but you need to bear
in mind that inviting will lead to some 3™ contracts
going off, some 4™ contracts going off, and of
course some 4™ contracts making). If partner
www.ebu.co.uk

West
2®
3t
Pass

East
1NT
2t
3NT

With the minors reversed, you might prefer to open
1t, but with four diamonds and five clubs it is
definitely right to open this hand 1NT. West starts
with Stayman, then bids 3t over 2t to show 5-5
majors with a game forcing hand. South signs off in
3NT reaching the top spot.

7

West
1NT
2™
Pass

East
2®
2´

A nice simple auction reaching the right contract. In
fact even 2´ might be too high (one of these days I
will develop a system to allow us to stop in 1´ after
a 1NT opening!). After Stayman, the no trump
bidder shows the heart suit, and responder can
show the spade suit with an invitational but nonforcing hand, allowing opener to pass with a
minimum. It is remarkable how many good pairs
play 2´ here as forcing, but in truth laziness is the
only excuse!
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8

West
2®
3®
3NT

East
1NT
2´
3t
Pass

West has a very mild slam invite. A slam will need a
fit, so they use Stayman, find there is no major fit,
and then look for the minor fit. Opener has
diamonds, so responder signs off in 3NT.

9

West
1NT
2t
3t
4®
Pass

East
2®
3®
3NT
6®

Responder finds out there is no major, then asks for
a minor. After finding out about diamonds they
sign off in 3NT (or they might have made a pushy
4® bid). Opener knows that the club suit is of
interest, and with good cards, proceeds over 3NT.
Responder then has an easy raise to slam.

second suit, and on finding it is clubs, is interested
in slam. 4t is ‘last train’ rather than a pure cue-bid,
as there is no room, so it is better to use the bid
simply to show some slam interest, not specific
about diamonds.

12

4®
4™
6´

West
2t
2´
3™
4®
4NT
6™

East
1NT
2™
3®
3´
4t
5™
Pass

A nice controlled slam auction. Responder starts by
showing five hearts and four spades, at least
invitational values. With a maximum without a fit,
opener cannot afford to bid 2NT (which is nonforcing), but can bid 3®, specifically showing a
maximum with no fit. This allows responder room
to show his sixth heart, and a few cue-bids later and
Roman Key Card Blackwood, the slam is reached.

11

West
1NT
3™
3NT
4t
5t
Pass

East
2t
3´
4®
4NT
6™

East
1NT
4t
5®
Pass

West shows a single suited slam try in spades with
the 4® bid, denying a shortage. East cue-bids his
diamond control (ace or king). Many players fall
into a compulsory cue-bid trap here, whereas 4™ is
best used to show extra suitability. East might use
Roman Key Card Blackwood at this point, though
has nerves about their two low spades, a poor
holding opposite what could be AQ7642 or
KQ7642. Instead they cue-bid in clubs, and it is
West that jumps to slam.

13
10

West

West
1NT
3®
3™
Pass

East
2´
3t
4™

East shows the club suit, and then 3t is showing a
singleton diamond, still potentially playing in any
other suit or no trumps. West shows the heart suit
and you play in 4™.

14

West
3®
4®
4NT
6™

East
1NT
3™
4t
5™
Pass

The 3® bid shows a singleton or void spade and
four hearts. Opener agrees hearts and now
responder shows the club suit with a slam try.
Opener is happy to cooperate, with no wasted spade
values and a side club fit, and the slam is reached.

West breaks the transfer to show a minimum with
four card support. Responder shows a slam try with
a second suit, by bidding 3´. Opener asks the
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15

West
1NT
3´
Pass

East
3™
3NT

Answers to crossword on page 58
1

East shows the shortage straight away when they
have both minor suits. West shows spades as East
could still have this suit as well, and East offers 3NT.
West has an easy pass of this, and nine tricks should
be easy.

16

CROSSWORD NO 26

8
9

P

R

East
3™
Pass

F

15

L
E

20

Responder shows his singleton heart and at least
four cards in each minor. Opener now would
normally show his spade suit, but this is not the
time to do this. With such weak spades and good
hearts simply bid 3NT, the most likely game
contract. Sadly system will never obviate the need
for judgment!

17

West
3t
3NT
4´

H

3

S

I

O W

I

O N U

12

I
West
1NT
3NT

2

S

O N
R

G

S

G

7

E

O A

S
T
11

U

E

T

D

C H U

T

N

E

Y

C

R

S

C H

E

S

P

A G

E

S

T

B

6

C

T

A

10

A

S

13

14

18

H A
E

N G

5

R

A M B
I

G N

O

16

R

4

E
R

R
19

A

T
21

17

O

G

E

T

N U M E

R

O

L

O G

Y

O

R

E

S

S

22

23

I

M P

L

S

East
1NT
3´
4t
Pass

3t shows a singleton club and at least five
diamonds. East shows the spade suit and removes
3NT without the club stop. Now West offers 4´,
with a good 4-3 spade fit, and East is happy to
accept.

18

West
1NT
Pass

East
3NT

A reminder that most hands in life are simple. It is
not a crime to look for a heart fit here, but a strong
balanced hand like this is probably best in 3NT.
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D

o you want to see another Redouble in
action? Of course you do! This was the first
board I watched, with Kay Preddy and
Angela McCready North-South:

Pride of place on the board goes to Jonathan
Kendle and Dennis Bilde, who had this auction:
West

N/S Game. Dealer North
´
™
t
®
´
™
t
®

96542
K 10
A98
Q74

N
W

West

Pass
All Pass

E
S

´
™
t
®

Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

AQJ83
9
J6
A8532
´
™
t
®

K 10 7
J6542
5
KJ96

–
AQ873
K Q 10 7 4 3 2
10

North
Preddy
1´
2´

East
Pass
Pass

South
McCready
2t
3t

Angela won the club lead in dummy and played
to ruff two hearts in dummy. The early appearance
of the ™K helped her to 12 tricks. A nice tranquil
part-score, where favourably placed cards in the
majors meant that, without a trump lead, 12 tricks
were available. Plus 170 was worth 54%.
Things were not quite so smooth at other tables.
At one end of the spectrum eight pairs went off in
3NT. One of these involved a father-daughter battle,
where David Bakhshi (playing with Martin Jones)
led a heart from the East hand against Jasmine
Bakhshi, a junior international, partnering the
aforementioned Jan Kamras. The daughter was cut
off from dummy’s diamonds, and the result was
four down. There was the same end result when
North (yes, North) played in 5™.
Six pairs achieved a normal-ish result of 5t, but
six pairs pushed on to 6t. Four didn’t make it, but
Archie Bouverie and Swedish World Champion Ida
Grönkvist did.
74 English Bridge April 2020

cont from page 48

North
Kendle
1´
3®
5t
Pass

East
Pass
Pass
Pass
Dble

South
Bilde
2t
3t
6t
Redble

East, Stefan Skorchev, reported the deal to me. He
was so keen to appear in English Bridge, that he
sportingly said I could mention his name. His
partner, who would definitely prefer to remain
anonymous, led a spade to the queen, king and ruff.
For those of you, like me, who have never played in
a redoubled slam, the score was 1830.
The whole event was played in a great spirit – a
wonderful advertisement for the game. Sam Punch
and her team of helpers put on an excellent event.
An additional £20,000 was raised on the evening,
bringing the total for the event to more the £56,000.
The top three pairs were:
1

Richard Bowley & Ed Jones

63.69%

2

Jamie Fegarty & David Kendrick

61.07%

3

Phil King & Guy Malcolm

60.45%

The results and more information can be found
at: keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com
Jamie Fergarty was the highest placed junior, and
his partner, David Kendrick, was the top senior. The
highest placed President was Eddie McGeogh
(SBU), playing with Jun Nakamaru-Pinder.
The prizes, sponsored by First for Bridge, for
players new to tournaments, were won by: Guy
Malcolm, Patricia Davenport and Alison Pritchard.
Anders Brogeland and Owen Leigh finished 11th
on 57.26%, earning 14-year-old Anders bragging
rights over his father, Boye, who was ‘languishing’ in
15th place. English junior Louise Selway, partnering
Victor Silverstone, didn’t beat either of the
Brogelands, but she did finish ahead of both her
mother, Kay Preddy, and her father, Norman. The
future is in good hands.
r
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The winners in action. From left: David Burn,
Richard Bowley, Kenny Watson and Ed Jones

German international Barbara Hackett with James
Mates, who finished 5th playing with Andrew Black

Organiser Prof Sam Punch with
Victoria Coren-Mitchell

Prof Sam Punch (centre) flanked by EBL
President Jan Kamras & WBF President,
Giannarigo Rona

Son & Father – Anders & Boye Brogeland
Winners Ed Jones & Richard Bowley with
WBF President, Giannarigo Rona

ENGLAND’S CAMROSE TROPHY WINNERS 2020

England wins the first weekend, from left: Artur Malinowski, Dame Janet de Botton, Tom
Townsend, Glyn Liggins, Peter Hasenson (npc), David Bakhshi, Alex Hydes

England wins the second weekend, from left: John Cox, Cameron Small, Peter Hasenson (npc),
Ben Norton, Jon Cooke, Mike Bell, Peter Taylor

FULL MATCH REPORT ON P46
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